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Mr. Serjeant Davt.

MAY it pleafe your Lordthip, and Gentlemen of the Jury, I am of counfel in this
cale for the King in the profecution of the prifoner at the bar, who is deferibed by the
name of James Hill, otherwife James Hinde, otherwife James Adtzen, for fetring
fire 10 the Rope-houfe ar Portimouth Dock, belonging to the Crown, the place
where cordage 15 made to fupply the King's navy, and which crime is confticuted a
capital felony by an Aét of Parliament made in the 12th year of his prefenr Ma-
jeily, till when it had not entered the imagination of man that fucha crime could be
committed at all. Ir will be unne::eﬂ'arr for me to expatiate upen the nature of the
offence; that has nothing to do with the prifoner acrche bar, any more than as he
was an agent in the commiffion of it; and ic will be necellary for me, therefore, to
mention to you only thofe particulars that we have o lay before you in evidence, by
which to affix the crime upon the prifoser, and to fubmit to you, upon the confide-
ration of thofe falts, whether he is or is not guilty of the charge in the inditt-
ment.

Upon the th of December in the afternoon (I believe about 4 o%clock) a dreadful
fire broke outin the Rope-houfe ar Portimouth Dock, which I think was intirely cou-
fumed;; it is an edifice of very great extent and magnitude indeed, (perhaps you may
have feen it) and is confequently of grear value, and it is exceeding lucky for the
public thac it did not happen ar that time to contain {o much cordage as at fome-
simes it had ; that was not the only thing intended to be conlumed that day, buc for-

‘tunately that alune was confumed. Genilemen, it is necellary o mention to you thar
the fire broke out 4c the caltermolt part of the building s as foon as this misfortune
had happened, all imaginable enquiry was made, in order to find out the caule of ir,
-but all to no purpole, no fire or candle had been there, none everis ufed there, par-
ticularly in the caltward pare of the building ; nobody could tell by what means ic
-happened, and all enquiry was fruitlefs, and it would have pafied as an accident, the

of it unknown to this day, had it not been for a very extraordinary difcovery,
which was made upon the 15th of January, five or ix wecks afterwards, which 1-d
-toan enquiry, and which enquiry produced che moit ample and clear difcovery thar
.ever was laid before a Court of Jultice.

‘Uponthe 1 5th of January, inthe Hemp-houle, which is anather very large building,
-and which contains hemp of an infinite value, belonging to the Crown, there was
dilcovered by Mr. Ruflell, and two others, in turning over fome of the hemp for
fome purpole, fomething which fhone a little and appeared brighe ; it inmrcr.i upon
taking it up, that it was ‘a fore of . canifter, which one at firlk light imagined to be a
tea canifter; it was a machine which nebody could tell what to make of ; upon look-
ing a little further on the fame fpot, there was found a fore of box, containing com-
buftibles of various kinds ; there was oil of turpentine, there was hemp, there was
tary the moment that was feen, it ftruck them ; and there could be no doubr in
any mind upon that {ubject, thac whoever placed that machine there, had an inten-
«tion to fer the place on fire ; it was alarming, the men were ftruck with aftonith-
ment and wonder, looking at each other and at the inftrument in their bands, and
.tipon recelleétion determined to do the only thing fit to be done, o go to the Com-
mjflioner of the Dock and inform him,of it, that the proper evidence of this
matcer might be laid before Government; and fit enquiry made into it; then it was,
Aor.the.firit time, clear and apparent o every one, that the fire, which had happened
~on-the yth of December in the Rope-houfe, had not been by accident, but defign.
Now, Gentlemen, let us endeavour to recollect every circumitance of that unhap
day—while it was thought to have been accidear, -nobody gave  themielves the
-trouble .to enquire or to recolleét who they had feen, who was there, or who was
not there; but from the inftant that they refolved that this mult have been the work
-of fome devil, or that this was fome human contrivance, thag chis was an aét done
~on purpale, then it was fit 10 advert back to the fubje@, and to turnin their minds
_all the circumtances of that day; among others it wocurred (for it was the talk of
.all:the thowfands in the Dock in five minuws, I fuppofle, that A man had been feen

' i S €O L iy upon

ke



[

upan th: dav of the fire, lurking very much about the Hemp-houfe and about
the Rope-houfe; then it occurred, that a man had been locked into the Rope-
houfe, and with fome difficulty had got out again; then it occurred, that the per-
fon upon whom fufpicion then fell, from feveral vague indefivite circumftances, was
one whole firname was not known, but who was called Jﬂhl:l, and wh::! was by bufi-
nefs a painter, who had worked for a Mr. Goulding, a painter at Titchficld, at a
gentleman’s houle in the neighbourhood, and that was the origin of the name given
to him of Fobn the painter, .

John the pairter then bcing the man uvpon whom fui'picmm ﬂ:l‘ﬂng!j’ fell from
feveral circmﬁt}anc:si none of which concluded dil‘!&]}' and FHHEWE‘]}? againﬂ. him,
but all of which led to extreme ftrong fuipicions ; and the circumftances thar cauled
thefe fufpicions, were pue together in the form of an information, and laid before a
magiltrate, in crder, if poflible, to have this John the painter apprehenced allld' 2
further enquiry to be made. Upon this, there was an advertifement publifhed in
the papers, with a reward of 50l for the appmhrndinﬁ] John the painter, de-
feribing him as well as they were able, and his perfon and his drefs were very fuffi-
ciencly deferibed by the people who had feen him before.

A wvery worthy Honourable Gentleman, whom I have in my eye, and who is a
very great friend to the public, and in the firi& and true fenfe of the word, a
patriot; having feen this advertifement, very aétively fiirred himfelf in the bufi-
nels, and was very much the caufe of the apprehending of this John the painter.
JYohn the painter was accordingly taken up, I believe, in this county, at Odiham;
and you will be pleafed to mark, that there was then found upon him, a loaded
piftol, a piftol tinder-box, fome matches, and a botele of oil of turpentine; he was'
examined, but he had too much fenle, he was too much guarded o make any
confiderable difcovery upen the cxamination that he underwent before a magiftrae,
and had it not been for a circumftance, which I am now going to mention te you,
it would be an extreme difficult marter to affix the crime upon this perfon at the
bar, however fatisiied one might have been in one’s own private judgment
of his guilt :

It Ilfppcnrd that there was one of the fame bulinels, a painter; who had been
as the prifoner likewile had, a painter in America; for this gentleman (the prifoner)
has worked in America; he is an American, not by birth, for by birth he is a Scotch-
man, but he is an American, there he was fettled, from. thence he had lacely cone;
and thither he meant to return.  One of ‘that bufinefs, and who likewife had
worked as a painter in America, it was imagined might pofiibiy know this John
the painter, and therefore he was fent for to Sir John Fielding’s in Bow-ftrecr,
upen the 7th of February, in order 1o be fhewn the prifoner, and to inform. the
magiftrate whether he did or did not know him; that man.being afked the queltion
anfwered, thac he did nor know him, and o the belt of his recolleftion had' never
feen hum in all his life-time ; there was an end, thercfore, of that bufinefs ; as that
man had worked in the {fame place, forl think the prifoner had:worked ar Phi-
lacdelphia too, it was very Lkely thac he mighs have known him, but ke happened:
not to know. him at ally that perfon. being dilmifled from the room, where this
examination, though I can hardly call it an examination, where this litcle matter had'
paffed, and reriring to the other room where the prifoner was, the prifoner having
been informed thar this perfon, whofe pame is Baldwin, was an American and a
painter, naturally enough beckoned to. him: and delired him 1o fic down by himy
Baldwin fiwing down by him, a converfation began betwern thefe people, touching:
their trade, and touching America and Philadeiphia, thar part of America in which
they had dived, the diltance of the place, a few names, and fome pencral conver=
fauiony the place and oceafion would not admit of a long converfation. The pri-
foner ar the bar defired Baldwin . to do him the favour of a vilit- ar New. Prilon,
Clerkenweil, where he was going, deflired he would be fo E"ood as to call upon him,
he fhould be glad ta fee bim. ~ Now, Gentlemen, here let me tell you, for fear i
fhould forgec is, that all this was the mere fruit and offspring- of accidents this
Baldwin was nocider upon him, was noc defired to obtain any confellion from himy
nor defired’ ro smiake any acquaintance with him 3 but an intimacy paffed berween:
thele people for ieveral days afierwards, before any body  concerned for. the prole-
cution kacw any thing of it. It is fic the world thould know that. In confequence
of this thoroconverfation that pafied at Sir John Fielding's, Baldwin went, as de-
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fired by the prifoner, to-wifit him at Clerkenwell New Prifon; when he was there,
a mm'elrﬁirinﬁ paficd between them of ‘no very grear importance, it was only general,
concerning lcpl::*-'li:nrlul and places, lome of which both of them knew, forme of which
only one of them knew. . The next day, Baldwin ‘paid “him ‘another  vifit, for the
priioner liked his company, and dt was a very luchy circumftance ; it was indeed
the providence of God that this anan plal:i'd that ‘fortunate (for fortumare T may
call ic for the public) confidence in this Baldwin, by which he afrerwards made
the ample difcoveries: that you will hear by and by, - The 'prifoner told him after
various vifits, for he wifited the jprifoner ar his own requeft almoft every day
for, Lbelieve, near three weeks from sthar time, and 4t was not for many days, not
aniil afull difcovery was made, that Baldwin commiunicated the matter 10 any bady,
and when he did, he.communicated it ta an Honourable Perfon not at'all ‘connefted
with Government ; he told him; among ‘other things (1 will' defeend 10 the parii-
culars by and by, for avery ftriking ‘reafon which you will go ‘with’ mein chferving
swhen I defcend to them, he teld him) thac he had” lately ‘come from® France, thac
he had been employed there by a gentleman, whom' be “was furprifed thit’ Bildwin
did not know, as he wasa man of fo much note, and whef¢ name had been fo
frequently in the news-papers, 'which ‘was a Mr. Silas Deane; thar Mro Shas Deane
was a-very honoursble gentleman, semployed ‘by the Céngrefs in America, as' well
_:si_al_m-r_h:r very -honourable gentieman, a Dr. {'r:nl-;lin; chat M Silas’ Dezne had
employed him in the-noble bufineis in which hg had ‘been engaged;" that his'employ-
ment was to fer fire ro the feveral Dock-Yards, to deltroy the navy of Gréar Britain 3
ghat he had undertaken that work, and that he was to kave a pecumiary reward for
it; that Mr. Silas Deane was his employer; that this ‘was a noble’ aft, this wis a
patriotic mealure, this was what all: patriots “would exceedingly ' applaud, this was
the li?hl: way to expole Government, this was the way 'to render Gréat Britgin for-
-ever fubje&, by bending its neck to the yoke of America, this was the way by
which we were to profper; this grear work was'to be efiefted by his ‘hand under
the employment of Silas Deaoe, and that he did not at all doubt ‘but thar Dr.
Franklin was likewile engagediin the fame good work ; he told him, he had taken’
‘Canterbury in the way from Dover; and now T am' geing ‘to defac:mf to fome
particulars, which I fhall by and by have an occafion o repear, in order 'to' fhew you
that it is impoffible (I. will . not ichange the word) that it is impoffible bur that
Baldwin's account fhould be perfectly true; he told him, that' in his return from
Paris to England, he had landed at Dover, and fo came through Canterbury ; and
at Canterbury be had engaged a man to make a tin-machine, which you will fee
and by, fomewhat refembling ‘a tin canifter, the purpofe of which was, ti:il -a"&'_
:g: part, if I may fo fay, of alantern; thacis, that a-candle might be entlofed in”
it and yet the candle perfeétly be bid, fo that no‘eye fhould fee the light 5 that the man
he employed to make this tin. canifter for him, - was an awkward fellow; ' and
fet, about it in & way thac iconvineed him he was'dull; and did -not compre-
hend his meaning; but that his fervant; a lad,”had - much ‘brighter genius
than his malter, and very well underflood his direttions s that “he fer abouc
the .work, and he made the .canifter for him. * Genelemen, 'you' will femember
thele .-.Pﬂﬂi::ullrs; .hq tald ~him, « that -he had ordéred’ two 'mhrF _'ﬁ_."_inqthcr_
fhop, -but had not time 1o ftay for themy and o left them behind “him, but’
this canifter he took with him ; he told him that when e came to Poréfmouth, he ook
a lodging ;- 1 had forgot the wooden box; ke told him“thache likewife got'made for °
‘him a wooden box; 1 told- you that' che ule of the canifter'was to contain 2 candle
hiding it; the ufe of the box was to contain the combuftibles whichwere tobe lighted
the match, -in order to fet the place onfire; the preparation’ and ‘the ingredients”
this you will have an account 'oE - He told him he'lisd taken a Iodging ‘at- Porif="
mouthy at a Mrs. Boxell's, where he had made fome preparations fqr the wurk of fée-
ting the place on fire 5 I thould have told you'in the converfation with regard o Can-
terbury, he told Baldwin likewife of a quarrebwhich he had had there with a dragoon,
which had led to a:fight of this canifter under the flap of his'coats “he' faid at Mrs.
Boxell’s he had made preparations in order to fet the flore-hofes'on fire ;7 and he'told -
him there themanner of his:making this.compofition j/that it' was by’ grinding char- -
coal with:water very fine upon a colour ftone, fuch as painters ule in-grinding their .
paint, not.with a peftlc'and mortar; that it Efasrgmmdm an exceeding fine puwdt;.r t:.
a
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that it was then to bg mixed with gunpowder : he then mentioned to him how it
was to be dilured with water, and what propertions of the powder and the charcoal,
and to what confiltency it was to be mixed ; and fo this ended with the particulers of
how this cumalﬁtjm was made: the prifoner told him thar in the afrernoon of the
&th, the day before che fire, being in the Rope-houfe, he got a parcel of hemp and
firewed the bemp about where he intended the march to be; that he laid a botde of
turpentine on its fide, with hemp placed in the neck of the battle inftead of a corks
that helaid the march upon a piece of paper in which' was {fome gunpowder, and

over the gunpowder fome hemp ftrewed very light ; he told him that as foon as the -

match reached the gunpowder, it would fire the hemp, and he mentioned allo his
throwing a quart of turpentine about the hemp ; all thefe particulars he told
this man of the manner of fetting it on fire ; 1 fhould have teld you that he faid this
Mrs. Boxell was impertinent, and turned him out of his lodgings; he wold him a cir-
cumitance of his being fhut in at the Rope-houfe; that he was fo long in the place
about this work that the time of Mucting it up had arrived, and when he actempred
to go outat the door at which he got in, he could pot gerour; that after having
walked up and down without his fhoes to avoid being heard, ‘and endeavouring re
get out quietly, finding all that impracticable, thathe knocked, and cried out hellow |1
upon which a perfon came to the door and alked who is there ? that the perfon di-
reted him to go firaight forward, and poffibly he would fimd a door open ;. however,
e did happen to get our: he mentioned alfo the circumftance of lis calling to a
perion on the outfide, under apprehenfions of his being fhot in; he likewife told his
“acquaintance Mr. Baldwin, thac he had been before on the fame day in the Hemps
houfe 5 it was the Rope-houle you obfgrve that was fet on fire'; that in- the Hemp-
houfe he had laid the tin canifier which he had got made: yoa will be pleaféd to ob-
ferve he did not effeét the fire in the Rope-houle by means of the tin canilter' s Lhave
told you already how he effefied thar, butthe tin camiiler he got made at Canterbury
was laid in the Flemp-houle, which wasnot fec on fire, for by the providence of God, the
matches which had been lighted had luckily gone our 5 that there he had likewife laid
afquare box, in which [quare box there was roomto puta candle ; that he had put into
the box tar and turpenting, and hemp and other combuftibles ; thele things' he faid
he placed in the Hemp-houle ; that making 2l this preparation, and doing this in

the Hemp-houfe, had taken up a grear deal of time; chat he 'was fo much heated,

though in the month of December, that he had pulled off 'his coat which he could
not find for fome time ; that when he found it, there was a good deal of hemp flick-

ing to it, which he picked off as well as he couidy he faid the nextday he wentinto-

the Hemp-houle, inorder to fet it on- fire; thecandle was placed in the woeden bex,
and within this tin machine ;- and he mentiengd to him this circumRance likewile,
that be had bought fome matches for the purpole of lighting it of a woman ac Por-
mouth, which he fuppoled were damp, becaufe he could not make theny carch fire, in

order to light the candle ; {o you dee the faving of the Hemp:-houlk from deftroétion
that day, was, becauie the matches were pot fo well made, ar being well made, had
been fo long made that the wood was not dry encugh, and:wouldnotcarch fire, foas

to enable lum to lighe the candle s forif the candle had beendighred, the Hemp-heufe
muit infallibly have been burnts then, he fays, that not bemg able ro Tkt thar on

fice, he got fome matches of a béwer fort, and then returned to the Rope-houfe; -
that there he placed himieléin fuch a way, as that no boidy could fee it; when he ftruck

a light, that he hghred the maich, and every thing being prepared he went away,
leaving that to be burpt, very much vexed that ‘he was not able 1o fet the Hemp-
houfealfo on fire ; that he fet out as fait as he could from Partfmouth ; that juitafeer
his leaving the rown he overtook a woman in-acart; that he got her leave to gerinto
ner cart, for the fake of expediting his journey; that he gave her 6d. in' order
1 make halte with hioys- that be then haftened -to -London as falt as he could.
Anather circomftance, Jikewile, he mentioned 5 thar, befides the lodging which he

ml_:&f Mrs. Boxell, he took anuther of a-woman on Portfmouth Common ; the

,'.J'i?:n_ﬂ man mengioned _{umﬂhing 10 be done to the poor woman of whom he took
the lodgings ; they had - a very fortunare efcape too, for his intention was ‘1o fec
thofe loﬁgings on fire, . in-order to engage the cngines, that: they might not aflilt to

extinguifh the fire in the Dack-yard ; but by good luck: that did mot ‘fucceed  neither:

Durning a houfe was nothing tohim ; he ol Baldwin acircumftance of his Jeaving a
y bundle
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bundle at_the lodging on the Common 5 he faid, thiar-hehad come away from Poref -
‘mouth in fo greata hurry, that he had not time to go there for it, and , that bundle,
~he faid, conrained three books, the titles of which he  mentioned ; there was an
Englih wanflation of Jultin, apother of Ovid’s Metamorpholes, and there was a
“Treatife of the Arc of Wer and of making Fire Works, or fomething of the fort,
cand likewile a pair.of breeches, a pair of buckles, and a Frenchpafipore ; all thefe
«hings, he faid, were in his bundle, which he.had left with the woman, ac his lodg-
<ings at Portfmouth Common 3 now. all thefe particulars he told to Baldwin, [T men-
tioned o you julk now, Gentlemen, that ic would come out inthe courfe of this caule,
»that it was impoffible for Baldwin to bave invented this ftory ; but that ivmuoft be, that
the prifoncer had told it to Baldwin ;- now I will tell you why I faid fo; Baldwin having
-mage a dilcovery of thefe converfations, that he had held with this man, to the effedt
‘I have mentioned, then it was. that an enquiry was -made . into thele: particulars ; for
-that Jed to.ail the difcoveries, of which you (hall sow have an account, and which will
be proved 1o you in evidence. In the firlt place, I will mention 1o you, not in the or-
.der of rime.in which the difcoveries came out, but in the erder of time in which 1 have
mentioned the tranfadtions themielves to have happened : having told the ftory to this
-Baldwin of what:had palfed at Canterbury and-the ether places, mefitngers were fent
<t0 all thefe places to find out the people referred to, and 1o fee whether thefe feveral
-ACCOUNLS WEre (rue OF no; upon engquiry, they found ouctheperfons who made thele tin
-canjfters; not only the perfons that made the tin canifters by his direétions, ‘which he
ad left upon their hands, not having time to {tay for them ; but we found out the
-yery perfon who made the tin canifter that was leftin the Hemp-loufe, in order to fet
iton fire; you will fee the very boy who made this, and he confirms exadtly the ac:
-count ds related by Baldwin; that  his: mafter -havingfirft. been employed to do this
work, and not rightlyunderftandiag the inftrutions he received, that the bay under:
Atanding them, made the canifter, and the boy will-fwear, that the wvery camfter now
to be produced atyour bar, and which wasfound in the iremp-houle, he made for the
-prifoner. The flory.of his quarrel with. a drageon at.Canterbury, will .be confirmed
by the dr_agmn-wiqe_quan:hdwi;h him 5 the ikripping off, or mking up the lappet of
his coat, andthe feeing. the canifter under iravthatitime. The making of the woaden
box will be praved.; the witnefs.[wearing to the ideatity of the perfon;, by whofe or-
~der it was made. Mrs, Baxell will -be produced toyou; fhe will tell you, that.this very
:_ﬁ;ifopc:,u the bar, came to her houle to take 2 lodgiog, the day, [think, before the fire
appened 3 that, atterwards, obferving a ftrange fulphureous imell in the lodging, e
went about, infide and.outlide of the boule, and could: not. guels from -whence iv
came; that the next mocning, there wasthe like fmell ; dhe then traced ic to the very
ragm that the prifoner had taken re lodge (in; fhe dound him at work, in preparing
;i:u'&ibh;.-mﬂ,ﬂgm was a ltench of guopowder, orniwe, ar whatever it was, wﬁéﬁj v
‘mentioned 1o you jult now fromth account he gave to Baldwin how he had pre-
pared this 5 wewill produce to you the perfon; upon’ whofe -colour-fone he priferer
sropnd the yery-charcoal, and who. faw | the  pnfaner: 3rindir:%- the - charcodl.  Géne
ﬁf:qaqu, ‘we will prove ghecircumitances 1 mentianed tel youy of che Ropechoule being
«fhut, and the prifoner being (hor ins we will peove by the recolledtion of the people
in the Rope-ya .dg,ﬁbm;wag;n.mm,ﬁm&ly in tire circamitances ghat I - deleribes
- him{clf to Béldwin to have' been in, making a noife ; afking whe switeeds how e
could getout, and his giving him the befiodiredbionisrhe conld, leaving him ihereipedk -
ing to the watchman, the watchman faying, he mult ftay there all night, the hoor of
call being over ; but perfectly remllcﬁtm% the circumitances in the way, in which he
himf{elf deferibed them. Gentlemen, wewilllikewife produce, itis marvellous that we are
abie to doit; but itis owing to the great vigilance and care of the noble perfon who was
at the head of this eaquiry, and who has fpared no pains, in order to inveltigate every
_eireumftance as far as poffible ; though one Mhould not have fuppofed, thatany human
enquiry could have reached fuch circumftances as thefe ; bur we will produce 1o you
.the very woman that he bought the matches -of ; fhe faw him vefterday, and fhe will
tell you, that that man ar the bar, and fhe noited him particularly, becaule he was
.not fuch fort-of 2 man as vlually come vpon thefe errands; he came to her fhop
-the day before the fire to buy a bundle of matches ; that he afked her whether they
would light quick, rejecting one bundle and choofing another; fhe remembers s
:taking put a handful of filver, and having but one halfpenny, fhe remembers that
gy particularity;
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particularicy ; the man'being drefied fo particular, and unlike perfons that call upon
fuch errands, ftruck her obfervation, and the wiil fwear tothe wlentity of the perion.
Thereis yet, behind, one more circumitance, that pleces it beyond the poffibiliry of
fulpicion; the bundle that I twld you of,“could nor be found; for Mrs. Boxell,
‘where he aftually did lodge, nor any body there, could hear of any otherlodging
that he had takens fhe remembered that fhe had feen fuch a bundle, char the
prifoner fed wich him the firlk day; but what was become ef the bundle, and
where he had lefo it, ‘or whether he ook it away with’ him, Ged Almighty knew!
nobady could give an account. At laRt, after grear fearch and’ enquiry, the bundle
was found in:the poileflion of another woman, whofe Jodgings he bhad twkén, and
who had ne fifpicion abour what the man was; fhe'wondered that he had not re-
turned, and kept the bundle uvnopened, expedting him to call every day for i
Upon opening the bundle, there were the very things he had deferibed; an Englith
Juitin, Ovid’s Metamorphofes, a Trearife on the At of War and of making fire
works, and there was this perfon’s paffpore from the French Government; all thefe
things were found juft exatly as he had defcribed them to Mr. Baldwin ; and you
will have likewile an account, that in' that bundle are a pair of buckles, belon ing
2o the prilbaer, whomea witne(s 'will be produced to you to prove that he has leen,
as far .as ' he can remember, that: pair of backles™ in the fhoes “of the prifoner.
Gentlemen, there is yet one more. circumitance; you will have the woman that took
him up in her carr; and fhe will twear to the very man, to the bringing him two
miles in her care, and while they were juft at parcing the blaze of the fire at the
Rope-houle burft our.  Now, when you have all thefe circumitances proved o you in
evidence, will not you fay that I'was well warranted in infifting that it was impoffible
for Mr. Baldwin to have invented this ftory? for thefe difcoveries were made in confe-
quence of Baldwin’s relation; not thac Baldwin's relation was after the difcoveries, for
it was the relation of Baldwin from the mouth of the prifoner thatled to a dilcovery
of all the particulars which I have now mentioned to you; the tenth part of thele
circumitances, which I have opened, would ferve, 1 thould think, to decide thl.':_ﬁ:EE
of any man ftanding in the prifoner’s fituation ; but icisthe wifh of the public, it is
the with of: Government, thacall the world fhould know the infamy this trani-,
action, and that they fhould know to-whom they are indebted for the forrows ‘they
have felt, and how much they owe to the providence of God, that’ America has not
been able torally to deftroy this country, and to make it bow its neck, not only to the
yoke of America, but tothe moft perty fovereign in Europe ; for lec the Englifh navy be
deftroyed, and here was a hand ready 1o effet its ler but the Englifh navy be “de-
firoyed, and there is an end of all we hold dear andvaluable; the importance of the'
fubjeét, the magnitude, the extraordinary nature of the thing calls for a more par-'
ticular inveftigation, than any otherfubjeét of what kind foéver'could demand'; an
therefore I need, Iihope, make ng apology for having defcended fb particularly inte-
thele minute, if any-of ‘them cin be called minute, ‘particulars of this ftorys we fhall’
rove all thele circumflances to the full, and furely there can' be'no’ doubr what thall’
done with the man. I (hall be glad to hear whar he has'to fay 'for himfelf, ‘and T°
fhall be glad if he is able to lay this guile at any body’s door befides thofe to whom'he -
has laid it 1 wifh Mr. Silas Deane were here, a time” may ceme, 'perhaps, when he

and Dr.Franklin may be here; S 3T _
Prifener. Heis the honefteft mancin the world, st s
I pr £ \ .."i
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Ruffell, 1did. ' : s

2. Were thefe things found in fuch a place, l:'hll: if a fire had arifen in confe-
quence of them, the Hemp-Houle and the hemp in it muft probably have been
conlumed ? '

Ruffeil. Undoubtedly. _ :

9, That Hemp-Houfe, I fuppofe, from its name, is the plice where the hemp
belonging to the Dock is kept ?

Rujfell. Yes, the ground floor upon which this tin cafe was found was full of
hemp, and this was the fituation of the machine ; 1t could not have been thrown
in at a venture.  The conftruftion that 1 put upon it was, That it mult have been
thrown over the bundles of refufed hemp, for they were as high as my head, and
therefore it is poffible, and 1 apprehend that was the cale, that it was thrown againft
the mow from which it rebounded and feparated.

Court, Prifoner, 1 would once for all, without repeating it to you after every
witnels is called, inform you, That you are at liberty o alk any witnels what
queftions you think fir, after the examination is gone through by the Crown.
You know belt your own defence.

Wirriam Texcn fwern,

2. Did you ever lee the prifoner ?
Tench. 1 have.
2, Where ¢
Tench. At my mafter’s houfe juft without Weltgate, Canterbury.
2, Did you make any tin thing for him ?
Tench, Yes. I did.
2. Lookat that, and tell us whether that is the thing that you made for hiny?
Temch, Yes, this is the machine. A
2, When was it you made it for him ?
Tench, Aboura month or fix weeks before Chriltmas,
5. When was the firft time fince that, that any enquiry was made of you about
making this canifter ? 1 i
Tenck, On the Monday before lait. ; _
Prifouer. You fay you made this canifter for me, a moanth or fix weeks ago?
" Temch. No ; a month or fix weeks before Chriltmas, .
- Prifoner. How do you know the canifter§
Fench. | know it by the feam,
Prifener, I{aw a canilter a few days ago with the fame feam as that 5 how can you
know one feam from another ¢
Tench, Becaufe this is fo very bad foddered; I took particular notice of it when
u came to me about it. :
Prifemer, Can you fivear to the fodder ? .
Tench, Yes.
Prifoner. How do you know me; by my face, or drefs, -or voice, or what ?
Tench. 1 know you are the very man that came to me about it. I know you by
your perfon, by your hair, and by your cloaths that you have on now.
Prifoncr. What particular garment ?
Tench. You had on the fame coat you havenow.
Prifener. This coat ? (bis great cost.)
"Tench, No; not your great coat, the othery or near upon fuch a colour.
Prifener. On whar particular day did you make this tin canifter ?
Tench. 1 really cannot tell. :
© Prifener. Was it fo much as fix weeks before Chriftmas ?
Tench. That s as migh as 1 can tell.
Lrifoner. Was it more or lels do you think ?
Tench. 1 really cannot tell. _
Frifomer. 1think he ought to recolledt whether it isore or dels than iz weeks be-
fore Chriftmas.

~Eri1zaBETH
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Erizasern BoxeLL fmworm,

. Have you ever feen the prifoner at the bar before ?

Boxell. 1 have.

8. When did you fee him?

" “Boxell. The day before the yard was on fire, at my houfe.

&. Where is your houfe?

Boxell. AtNo. 16, Barrack ftreer, Portfmouth; he came ta me for a lodging.

£, Did he lodge at your houfe ? .

Boxel!. Onenight.

9, What night was that ?

Bexell. The night before the fire happened. .

9. Did you obferve any thing particular relaring to him, or the room he lodged
in?

Bexell, 1 obferved avery fulphuresus fimell on the Friday, and on the Saturday.

5. Thatwas when he firlt came to your houfe ?

Boxell. Yes, on the morning of the Saturday, my houfe was in a very great {mell
sand fmoke ; I went up ftairs and pufhed open the door, and I could not fee my hand
before me, becaufe of the fmoke'; there was a fulphureous finell in the room and the

rate; Tafleed him what he was abour, whether he was going to fet my houle on fire ?

e afked me what T was afraid of? I faid | was afraid he was going rofer my houle
on fire, for fire was a thing [ much dreaded ; he afked me if 1 had ever fulfered by
fire? Ifaid no, God fmhid% ever fhould, for fire was very dreadful to me 5 1 was
-much afraid of fire, : . :

£. Did you oblerve what occalioned the fmoke in the room ¢

Bexell. As I was making the bed, | turned round and faw he had been burning
*fomething on the hub by the fire-place. !
£, Did you oblerve any thing elfe in the room? .
Boxell. He had a lighted candle on Saturday morning; hehad had a little bit of
«candle carried up ftairs in a candleftick for him, but the candle that i took fromhim in
.the room, was not the fame candle thac I carried up ftairs for him, forit wasabout half
an eightcandle; he had fomething in a chair which he was doing fomething with,
but I could not tell what it was. .lg carried the candle -down ftairs, and went up
again immediately, as faft as pofiible ;.1 opened the window a little before I went
down; when I came up again he-had (hutic; I faid [ would not have my window fhut
by him or any other man, thatif I chole to have it open it (hould be open.

9, Did you obferve any thing elle, at any other time when you was in the room ?

Baxell, On the Friday when he came out of the room, 1 wentup ; I {aw his bundie;

T went to carry it to one of the neighbours to wath ; when I opened it, Ifaw part of
an old fhirr, apair of leather breeches, a top of a tin cafe ; - I viewed the tin cale a
quarter of an hourto be fure.

2. Look at that tin cafe ?

Bexell. 1viewed it from this part (pointing out a particular part of the machine}
I think this is the fame canifter, it is a5 much like ic as one thing can pofiibly be
bke another; I really believe it to be the fame.

2. You fay you had fome difpure with him about ‘£lling your room with fmoke.
Did you tell him he fhould go away from your houle?

Boxell. T ordered him out of my houle; he faid ic was hard he could not be per-
mitted to put his things up; I told him no, he fhould quit the room; he then faid that
the candle I carried down in the candleftick was his, and that he wanted ic; I told

~ him he might take icas he went down {tairs s this was on Saturday morning between
nine and ten, then he left my houfe, and he never returned again,

Caurt. What became of the bundle?

Roxell. He carried the bundle in his left hand, and [ faw him into High ftreeg,
for 1 gotinto the middle of. the road and watched him ; I never.faw him afrerwards.

Do you know whether the canifter was in the bundle when he took 1 ?

Roxell, Teannet fay;. 1 faweshe canifter on Friday, I did.not fee it on Satrday.

Jantee
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% Where do you live ?
ram. At Porcfmouth.

2, Did you ever fee the prifoner before ?

Abram. Yes, he lodged in the fame room with me,
©1Qy Ar whofe houfe #

Abram. Ar Mrs, Boxell's, in Barrack {treer,

Q. Had you any parricular converfation with the prifoner ?

Abram. At firft he affed me whether there was any prefling ; I told him yes, they
prefs'd very hot 3 that the conftables had prefs warrants, to take up all the people
that could not give an account of themfelves; fays he, fuppofe they were to take
up fuch'a man as me; 1 can give no account of myfelf, only by the writings 1 have
in'my poccet; he asked me1f 1 thoughe if he was to get into the Juftice’s hands,
there was fio sz of efcaping ; I faid no, there were gates and walls all round ; and
if he was not taken in Portimouth town, he would be taken at the bridge ; he faid
was there no way of getting over thofe walls? I Taid no, there is water on the other
fide; he then faid again, is there no %ﬂting_{wcr thofe walls ? I faid no,

Prifoner. Was any other thing faid 2
“dbram. Yes, he faid he knew one Brooks who was in Newgate; and he was cer-
tain fure he would be hanged, ,

Prifoner. At what time was that?
“ifbram. I cannot juitly fay.

Prifoner. Where was it faid?

Abram. At Mrs, Boxell's, .

Prifener. In what part of the houfe?

Abram, The lower room 3 Mrs, Boxell heard the words as well as me.

Goanfel for the Crown. Lock at chefe buckles which were in the parcel ?

Abram. There are a great many buckles alike, they are fuch fort of buckles that
the prifpner had, they are the fame pattern.

Joux Bavowin fwers.
-

Prifower.<1 can’t embrace you new, Mr, Baldwin, as I did laft Monday fen’night,

#Q. Look at the prifoner at the bar, when did you firit fec him ?

Baldwin. The 7th February.

Q. Where did you then'fec him ?

Baldwin. At Sir John Fielding’s ; Lord Temple fent his fervant to me on the 6th
of February, to inform me, that I fhould be fent for by Sir John Fielding, in order
to give evidence againft a perfon whom they looked upon to be a painter that had
come from America, my Lord knowing that I had been in America.

(), Was you fenc for under animagination that you might know the prifoner at the
bar, having been in America and a painter there ?

Baldwin. Yes,'T have been in ‘America, at New-York, at Philadelphia, and Amboy.

(). Are you a painter by bufipels ?

iPaldwin. 1T am, - - :

. Upon the recommendation of Lord Temple then you went to Sir John
Ficlding's. -

: ?;r.?-'.l'-%::'s. I did 3 T was afked whether 1 knew the prifoner ; T told Sir Joha that I
4 never known him to the belt of my memory and remembrance; por never feen
Jim itk T faw him in the other room.

(). The prifoner heard you fay that ?

- Baldwin. He did; hé made me a bow as he ftoot ar the bar, as foon as T had given
my evidence to Sir John ;-1 faw him' afterwards in another room,

"¢, Wha paffed in that other room ?

“ Baldwin, 1 went to fign my name to the depofition T hatl made s as 1 was pofhg
away the prifoner beckoned to me with his head ; 1 went and fat down by him ; he
aficed me whae part of America T had been in, and who I knew there; I mentioned
Philadelnhia ; he afked me if T knew any printers chere ; I faid I did many ; who did
1 iznow there # T mentioned feveral ; he faid [ fee that you know the place very well ;
you aré not like evidences thar have been brought againft me ; there was one perfon
Aaid he knew me, but I had changed the m}i:mw of my hair; did they imagine that 1
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was a camelesn? there was another perfon faid I was tranfported from Gloucefter
pacl s bur, faid he, you are a gentleman, and 1 wilh it was.in my power to make you
a (arisfaction ; he rold me he would be very glad to fee me at a place called New
Prifon 5 I (aid [ would come there whenever he pleafed, if I could ger admiffiony: he
faid 1 don't know what time 1 (hall be difcharged from here, but if you will come be-
tween three and four, | darefay you will fee me 3 I wentto INew Prifon about four o'clock,
1 faw the p:‘l]h:lcr liit‘]':, ke and T walked 'Eﬂgl:'.E]H:r ; we .':djnurn:d O 4 corner b-}l' our-
felves between the two gates 3 he diicloled a grear deal about America, mentioning
sentlemen’s names in A merica that he knew ; and he beg'd [ would call upon him
the next day when it fuited més [ went and acquainted my Lord Temple of what
information | had got from the priloner ; my Lord Temple faid he thoughe it was
very mazerial, and thought it prdper that Lord George Germain fhould be ac-
q\uainml with it ; he wrate a line, I carried the letter and was introduced to- Lord
George Germain ; his Lordfhip faid he was of the fame opinion as Lord Temple;
and that it Thould be raken care thac I hould have admiffion to fee the prifoner, fin
ovder to bring him 1o a confellion if poflible; I waited vpon the prifoner the next
day, and we had difcourfe again about America as before; he found by my difcourfe
that [ was an American by principle 5 he afked me what countryman [ was; 1 faid a
Welchman; he {aid he thought ac firit feeing me he faw in my face that I was a perfon
interelted in the cavfe'of America; I told him | married at Amboy, that we re-
moved to Philadelphia and there lived, where I had a fon ; that that fon L had now
in London. :

9. However you need not mention every particular; you entered into general con-
verfation, being both of the fame trade and of the fame country.

Prifonzr. 1 defire the witnefs will fpeak every particular, as { am interefted in it.

Counfel for the crown.  Beit fo by all means, go on then. .

Baldwin. I mentioned to him about my family, 51:1: Ihad my fon with me now in Lon-
don; he was defirous to fee him; [ rold him my wife was very much indifpoled, which
he faid he was forry for; I waited upon him from day today, till the 15th February;
on that day he told me all the particulars; he alked me if 1 knew one Mr. Deane? [
.told him nos he faid, not Mr. Deane who isemployed by the Congreis ac Pasis? |

"Prifomer. | temark to the witnels that there is a righteous Judge, who alfo

- giveth righteous judgment; beware of whae éb“ fay concerning that Mr. Deane,
perjure not yourlelf, you are in the fight of God, and all this company is, y

Baldwim. The prifoner faid, what not Silas Deane ¢ 1 told himoo; he faid he is a
fine clever fellow, and I believe Benjamin Franklin is employed in the Gme.
errand ;- he faid that he had taken a view of molt of the dock-yards and fortifica-
tions throughout England, and particularly the number of guns that each fhip in
the navy had, and likewife the guns in -the fortifications, the weight of their meral,
and the number of men; and he had been at Pans owo or three times, to. inform.
Mr. Silas Deane of the particulars of what he found in examining the dock yards.

" Prifoner. Cohfider in the Gght of God what you fay concerning Silas Deane.:

Counfel fer the Crown.  You need not be afraid, Silas Déane is not here; he will
be hanged in due time.

.Pﬂ;‘{%rer. I hope not, he is a very honelt man.

Baldwn, He faid that Silas Deane was greatly pleafed- with what he had done
he acquainted Silas Deane in what manner he. was to fet the. rope-houfes and the.
thipping on fire in England ; that Silas Deane was amazed that, he fthould under-
take by himfelf to execute a matcer of that kind, but he told Silas Deane, that he
would do more execution than he could imagine, or any perfon upon the earth s thag
then Silas Deane alked him what money he wanted to carry his fcheme into execution ?
he told him not much ; he expeéted to be rewarded according to his merit ; that then
Silas Deane gave him bills to the amount of 300l. and letters to a greac merchane ora
greatman in che city of London. He was very anxious to know whether Lord Corn-
wallis had been defeated berween Brunlwick and Trenton, in the Jerleys. He. faid that
he knew Gen. Walhington perfonally, he believed that Gen, Wafhington's abilities
were greater than thole of Gen. Howe, and thar Gen. Wathington would watch Gen.
Howe's motions, and would harrafs him ; he was affured that the Provincials would.
conquer. this winter; that the grand campaign was to bein the fummer ; that Gen.

Walhingten
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Wafhington only wanted a few experienced officers, which he believed would be
fupplied from Erance ; and Siias Deane was appomted for that purpole ac Paris, to
fupply them with ammunition and ftores; but as for cannon balls, he faid, they could
mﬂcur:.a fufficiency to {erve all Europe, in America at a place near Annapolis in

aryland; that he himfelf -had feen hkewife pitch, tar and torpentine, This was
what paffed in the courfe of a great ‘number of vilis, | waited upon him from the
7thof Nov. to the 24th. I never milled buoe one day, and was with Him twice on
moft days. . '

Prijoner. Remember that this witnels fays he was with me twice moft days.

Balgwin. - The prifoner faid he arrived at Dover, from Paris, and wenet ro Can-
terbury 3 that he went into a (hop, and fpoke for a machine to be made,

Prifoner. At what particular place did I call in my way from Canterbury # 1 mult
have called at fome particular place.

Baldwin, He faid he went into a fhop, and erdered a tin machine to be made,
which was by fome people called a canilter, he faid the mafter was a ftupid fellow,
and did not underftand his direftions, but that the boy feemed to be more ingenious
and underftood i, but he was obliged to ftand by the boy while he was making of
it to inftruét him, and he gave him fomething to ger fome drink for his pains; that
then he wenc into a2 publck-houfe, with the canifter onder the breaft of his coar,
that a Dragoon faw fomething under his coar, and opened his coar to fee whar
-was under it, and faid, which of them are you for? TK: Prifoner afked, what do
-you mean? He faid, whether you are a Barber or a Taylor? The Prifoner faid, chat
was no bufinefs to him, and called him an impudent fellow, and told him that he
did not mind him, nor none of his Mafter’s men; he faid chere was another foldier
in the -room, who was a civil man, and he dranl with him; that he went from
thence to Pertimouth, where he took a lodging at one Mrs, Boxell's.

« - Q. Allthis is the account that he gave you?

o ‘Baldwir. Xes; in all the converfations, as near as [ recolleft, word for word.
‘He faid at Mrs, Boxell's he tried his preparations, which were matches that he had
made, by doubling a fheer of whitih paper into ten or twelve folds; that then the
.paper was unfolded, in order to be done over with & compofition made of charcoal
and gunpowder; he faid, if the paper was nor doubled before the compofition was
‘laid on it would caufe it to erack ; that the charcoal muft be ground very fine, upon
a colour-ftone, in the fame manner as painters grind their colours; but the gun-

der did not require much grinding, he faid; that that might be mathed with a
nife, in the fame manner as painters mix vermilion: buc, he faid, they muft be
-very particular in mixing thefe two bodies together; that the charcoal is ground in
.water, and then mixed to the conliftence of new milk, and then with a (mall brath
-the paper muft be painted over on both fides with this compofition ; he faid, that he
had managed the matter {o well, that one march would laft twenty-four hours., He
faid, he lodged at Mrs. Boxell's one night, and that Mrs. Boxell wasa v:r{lim udent
-woman, for [he had opened his bundle during his ablences he told me, that chis tin
‘machine was a very curious conftruction of his own invention, and that he had a
-wooden box made which had a hole in the-centre, in order to put a candle in, and
in that box was tar, turpentine, and hemp; that the tin canifter fiteed this wooden
‘box fowell, that when the candle:was put into it no perfon could perceive any light.

He faid, that on the 6th of December he went into %urtl'mcmh ‘Fard', and got into
the Hemp-houfe; that there was a deal of hemp there, and it was martted fo together
that he could hardly gee i apast; he pulled his coar off;, and then, after lightening
the hemp, he placed this canilter over the box, with a fmall candle in it ; that he
fpﬁnklegj fome turpentine about the hemp that was roundic; that he was bme time
- before he found his coat afterwards, and, when he found it, there was a deal of
hemp fticking -abour it, which he endeavoured to take off ; thac he then went our
- of the Hemp-houle, and got into the Rope-houft, and in the Rope-boufe he placed
a quart bottle of fpirits of turpentine upon its fide, ftopped with hemp inftead of
_acork, and clofe to the hemp he laid a piece of paper, and in this papér.was fome

dry gunpowder. : ¥
Prifser. Did 1 go fait out of the Hemp-houfe into the Rope-houfe? Gt
a
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Conrt, You had better waic till he has gone through his evidence, and then you
may aflc what queftions you. pleale. '

Baldwoin, To this gunpowder there was one of thefe matches, and over the powder
he laid fome hemp firewed very light, likewife a quart of turpentine firewed all
abour ; that as {oon as the fire of the match touched the powder, it would fer i all
immediately on a blaze. He faid, that by cutting this march which he had made,
into fhort pieces, it would anfwer any time that he pleafed, in order to make his
efcape ; that the next day, which was the 7th of December, he went from Mrs.
Boxell's, and took two other lodgings, one was at a publick-houfe, and the other ac
a private houie, on the Common, he faid in the North-ftreet ; that he took particular
notice before he took thefe lodgings which houfes had moft wood about them, for
he had his combultibles ready for the purpofe of fetting his two: lodgings on fire on
the {ame day as he fet fire to the Rope-houle, in order to: keep the engines, from
playing upon the buildings in the Dock-yard ; he faid, that he told the woman at
the lodging which he took on the Common, that he was going to Petershicld, and
begged her to take care of his bundle; he faid, after that he went into the Dock-
vard in order to fet fire to both the Hemp-houleand the Rope-houfe; that he firft
went into the Hemp-houle, and ftruck a light,. bot che matches which he had were
very damp, and he could rot ger the fulphur to take fire ;. that he wafted a whole
box full of tinder in order to light the candle, and even blowed. at the tinder till he
had almoft burnt his lips ; thac e weat away from the Hemp-houfe, and procured

fome better marches; that then he got into the Rope-houfe, and fet fire to the match
which led to the powder. :

Q. Did he fay any thing about buying.of the matches? . . :

Baldwin. He faid he had bought an halfpenny worth of matches the day before of
a woman.—My Lord, there is one macter L forgot : he faid, the day thac:he pur
his preparations into the Hemp-houfe and Rope-houfe, he was fo Jong in the Hemp-
houte that he was locked into the Rope-houfe; that when he came tothe door which «
he went 40 at, he could not get out; he faid chere were feveral ,doors belonging o
this building, that he tried many of them, and went the whole length of the bmld-
ing, which was upwards of three hundred and fixty yards. He then went vp fairs,
Flﬁlﬂi off his fhoes, and went the whole length there, and could find no pofiible
means to get our, upon which he returned, and got to the fanie door that he came
i{p’ at; there he heard fome perfons voice, upon which he knocked at the deor, and
aid, holloa! They aflked, who was there, and what bulinefs he had there ¢ He faid,
it was curiofity that had led him there, that he did not imagine they had locked up
the houfe {o foon; he faid, the perion told him to go firaic forwards, and turn o
fuch a door, and he would Le able to get out, which he did ; he faid, when he came
out he was very vexed with himfelf that he could not-fet «he Hn:mp-hﬂuﬁ-ﬂn fire,
and was allo vexed becauie hie could not go to this lodging at Portimouth Commaon,
where he had left a parcel, which parcel contained, among other things, a piltel,
Ovid's Metamorphotes, the Arts and Dangers of War, or fomething of that forr,
and a Juflin; but what vexed him melt was a. paifpore thac he had left which was
Sgned by the French King, and in that pafipore was his real name, bue ic wasin
Erench, and he did notimagine that the people at the lodgings ceuld read or unders
fland it, but, he faid, he was greatly amazed thac they had por found the bundies
he faid, he imagined they intended to make a property of him, or otherwife he’
thought it would be beit to take no notice of i, but letit lay s after fetting fire o
the Kope-houfe he made the beft of his way towards London 3 he faid, that he was
fo forry that he could not get the matches to light.ipn the Hemp-houle, that he had
2 good mind to go and fhoot at the windows of the woman's g:-ul't where he had
bought them ; he faid, thar he had burnt the bills and the letter which he had from
Silas Deane, on account of the behaviour of Mrs. Boxell, and to, prevent any fuipi-
cion of the gentlemen that they were for; he faid, -that foon after he lefe the Dock-
yard he jumped into a cars, and begged of the woman to drive quick : that he rode
m this cart two miles, and then gave the woman fixpence for-driving quick,
for he had near four miles to go. before he paffed the fentries; that a few
minutes after he had paffed the fentries he lmicd back, and faw the flames;
he faid, the very element feemed to be in a blaze; that he walked all night on
his way for London; that upon the road between the laft fentry and Kingfton
two dogs barked at him very much ; he faid, he fhot at them, and believed he cither
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killed or wounded one; that he arrived ar Kingfton the next morning, which was Sun-
day, between ten and eleven o'clock ; that he faid there till pretty near dulk, and then
came in the ftage to London, and waited upen this great man in the City of London ;
he faid, he told the gentleman that he had had letters and bills abouc him that he
had received from Silas Deane at Paris, which he was ebliged to burn ; that the

entleman feemed to be very fhy of him, and told him, he had received no account
rom FParis ; he faid, he told the gentleman he might think what he pleafed, but he
was an enemy to Grear-Britain, and a friend to America ; and that he had fer fire to
the Rope-houle at Portfmouth, which he would fee in the papers of Monday ; he
faid the gentleman ordered him to a certain coffee-houle. \

Ceurt. 1 fuppofe, by your repeating the word geatleman fo ofien, he did not
mention his name ? .

Baldwin., No, I could not get his name from him; I with I had. He faid, the
El_'ntl:man waited upon him at the coffes-houfe, where they had fome little difcourfe,

ut the gentleman feemed ftill to be thy of him; he faid, there was another gen-
tleman in the coffee-houle, who took very particular notice of him, which he cb-
ferved, and therefore did not chufe to flop long; he faid, he was fo angry that this

ntleman would noc believe his word, that e vook his leave of him, and went

irectly o Hammerfmith ; that when he got ro Hammerimith he wrote a letter to
this gentleman, and told him, he was very forry that he would not believe whar he
had told him, but he was fatisfied he would receive lecters in a few days; that he was
going to Briftol, where he fhould hear of more of his handy works. He fuid, in his
way from hence to Briftol he called at Oxford.

. He is going now to fpeak about Briftol; if you don't watch him very at-
tentively 1t is nacural he fhould fall into an account of Briftel, which we have nothing
to do with. .

Counfel for the Crewwn. We are not examining abour Briftol with a view to impute
to him the fewting Briftolon fire, but to fhew he was aftuated by the fame mc-
tives towards this country, with regard to America, which operated at Porel-
maouth, which will be material, as it will confirm the defign he had in his mind.
We fhall prove his grinding charcoal upen a painter’s ftone there, and other cir-
cumitances. :

Court. Any converfation that he relates of the prifoner’s, of what happened ac
. Briftol that will confirm this evidence here, is material.

Baldwin. He faid his next fcheme was to fet a building at Woolwich on fire ; he
faid he arrived at Briftol a few days before Chriftmas; that he got leave from a

. painter to grind fome charcoal upen his colour ftone.

Q. Did he mention 1o you his reafons for going to Briltel ? I don’t mean of what

he intended to do there; but whether he mengioned any realon why in particular
- he Thould go to Briftol, any more than to Worceiter, or any other place ?

Baldwin. He faid that he heard there were three or four fhips that were there
«that one or two of them were mounted with twelve carriage guns and eight fwivels,
-and that they were going to the Welt Indies, and he wanted 1o fe¢ thele veflels.

Court. Al thefe queftions muft necefiarily tend to the fire at Briitol.

Baldwin. He faid, a painter gave him liberry to grind this charcoal.

Conre. When was this # before the fire at Portimouoth, or alieric?

«Baldwin. After the fire at Portfmouth.

“Cotmfel for the Crown. We fhall call that witnels to confirm and prove many of
thefe things after the fire ; that he called upon the man to grind charcoal. Now I
~fhall call that man to prove that the prifoner did grind charcoal at that houfe. 1 do
-not mean for the preparation for this particular fire, but only as a circumitance confir-
matory that he did hold the converfation that the witnels relates, and did make fuch
preparations. Faa.

Court, As far as that goes 1 fee no objection to chat. ' )

Ca.uiﬁi for the Crown. Let it be fuppofed’ that the charcoal was for an innocent
purpole;; ‘but it is a fac that the witnefs will prove confirmatory of his having faid
that he did fuch a thing,. ; ; \

Baldwin. He faid he ground it upon a colour-ftone belonging to a painter at Briftol,
-that he was above two hours grinding ir, and the painter took particular norice of
that.

He told you he went to Briftol §
@ s e 3 Baldwin,
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@, Are you or are you not certain that he is the man whom you faw in the

Rr;?:E-HaulE, the day of the fire?
Baldy. | am certain,

o Cenrs, What is your bufinefs in the Dock-Yard ?
Bildv, | am a rope-maker.

Wirtrram Weston ffosrn,

. Look at the prifoner.  Have you ever feen that man before ?

Heften. To the beft of-my knowledge 1 have. .

9, Where?

i#efor. In the Rope-Houfe the day that the fire was; that is the man that I faw
there, to the beft of my knowledge.

.. You had fome converfation,” I believe, with him ?

Hgfion, Very lictle.

. Had you feen him there before, or did you know him before ?

i#gfon, 1 faw him walking there, about feven weeks before the fire; he faid he
had been round the Dock cthen, and that he had never been in the Dock in his life
before.

2, Did you fee what part of the houfe he came-from, on the gth of December?

Hefion. 1 cannot fay | did.

2. Did you fec him come down ftairs ?

HWefion. No.

2. What is your employment -in the yard?

fefien. 'am a thipwright's apprentice.

Epwanp Carzy fuors.

2. Was you at Portfmouth at the time of the fire

Carey. 1 was.

2, Was you there the day before the fire ?

- Carey. I was. i :
2. Do you remember whether any perfon was fhut up-in.the Yard ?
Carey. Yes, the night before the fire, a perfon was {hut up in the Rope-Houfe,
- 8. Did you fee him?

Carey. No s I heard 2 man make a rumbling noife at the door ; T went up to the
door, and afked him what he wanted ; he faid," he was locked in and could not et
out, and he would be glad if we could lethim out; I rold him we could not let him
our, he muft abide there.all night ; we left him in the houfe.

Prifener. Was it the night of, or the night before the fire 2

Carey. The night before the fire.

Ann Horxins finors.

£, Look at the man behind you (the prifoner) did you ever fee him:bzfore 2

Heplins.: Yes.

9, Where?

Hepkins, 1 faw him laft Sarurday.

8. When did you firft fee him ?

H pkins. The day that the Dock was on fire.

9. Ar what rime ?

Hepkivs, Axfour o'clock, or half afrer, I cannot-be exaét as to the rime, I' had
been at the market; I was coming home in a little cart; between the Flying Bull and
Kingfton, he ftopped my cart.

2. Did he overtake or.meet.you ?

Hepkins, 1eannot tell, it was a clofe tilted cart, Tdid not fee him-till he came clofe
to me; he ftopped my cart, and afked me how far I was going ? I faid but a lintle
way; he faid he would give me any thing to give him a lift, for he was going to Peters-
field and fhould be benighted ; he jumped up into the cart, and faid, do ma’am drive
as falt as youcan; as Iwas coming out of Kingfton, I called at a thap.

2
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8. Was ke, or not, heated when he came up to you ?

Heplins, e was very much eut of breath, when he cameuptome; T called ara
fhop at Kingfton to buy a pair of pattens; when [ was taking cut the money to pay
the woman, the prifoner took fix-pence out of his pocket and gave her, and [ gave
her another, :

£, Why did he do that?

Hepkins. It was to make hafte. I told him before I called, thacl muft fop at a fhop;
he defired me not to ftop there, then, he faid, you won't waitlong, and, he faid, he
would give any thing for a returned chaile, for he muit get 1w Perersfield thae night
if he was alive 3 I drove on till I came in fightof my own houle, [ {topped to let my
hosfe drink, and he jumped out of the cart and ran away as falt as he could.

2. Had the fire burft out at the time he left the cart ?

Hopkins. No. ;

2. How foon was it afterwards?

H:pkins. 1 cannot precend cofay 5 he ran the main: Loendon road, and I faw ne

more of him.
Euizazrte GexTeLL fivers.

2, Where do you live ?
Gentell. 1 live ar Portfmouth Common.
&, Loek at the priloner, you law him yelterday I believe !
Gentell. 1 did.
£, When was the frflt tme that you faw him ?
Gentell. The day before the fire at the Rope-houfe ; [ faw him at my own houfe
in Havant-fireer, Portfmouth common ; he came o my houle and afked for a half-
-‘}:unn;.r worth of matches ; I ok down two bunches and put them upon the compter;
-he afked me if they would take fire quick ; and he defired me to change one of the
~bunches, which.I did; he pulled lome filver out of his pocket, and gave me a half-
: penny. -
£. Are you f{ure that the prifoner is the fame perfon 2
Geniell, T am.
. Prifaner. How can you be cerrain from fo fmall a time as you have now taken te
-look at me; how fhould you know my phyliognomy?
Geptell (logks at bim.again) | am fure he is the man.

Jonw ILLEwDEN faore.

. Did you ever fee the prifoner at Canterbury ? .
v-Jllenden. " As far as there is human poflibilicy of knowinga man, I have feen him
. there,
8. What are you ? )
Ilenden. A furgeon-and apothecary ; I was Jately an apprentice.
. On what bufinefs or occalion did you fee him there .
délenden. Upon his coming to buy two ounces of {pirits of turpentine, and a
quarter of a pound of falt-petre, what we call nicre.
£, About what time was that ?
Iilenden. As far as I can recolled, it was either three or four days before.or after

. the zoth of November.
Mary Bisuor fwora.

2. Did you ever fee the prifoner before ?
Bifbap. Yes.
8. Where?
Bifbep. At my houfe in Canterbury. :
@, Do you recolleét at-what time you faw hiny there?
Biop. Tt was between Michaelmas and Chriftmas; but I cannot recolleét the
- particular time.
9. Had he any converfation with you when he was at your houfe at Canterbury ?
. Bifbep.. He told me he had been interrupted by a dragoon at the White Horle 5 he
s0ld me he came from America on account of the difturbances. o
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. Conrs. 1 did not obferve any contradiction ; the witriefs does not feem to be very
quick of apprehenfion, and did not immediately underftand the quefhion put to him;
it is nothing but relating a difcourfe which dees not appear to be material.

Counfel for the Crown 1o Fames Gambier, Efq; Have you, Sir, tranflated the pafiport?

Mr. Gambier. This is the tranflation as well as I underftand the Englith of it

Prifoner. 1 object to the pafipore being read.

Cenrt. Stare your objection.

Prifomer. That they who fhall be called to witnefs for or againft me, may not hear
the contents of it.

Counfel for the Crewn, We fhall eall no more witneffes.

\ The pafiport was read as Tollows:
Exhibived '

gl:j:i_nn at
- HYEN :
To all Governors and our Licutenant Generals of our Provinces and Armies,
. Governors particular, and Commanders of our Towns, Places, and Troops ;
-and to all other E!ur:] I:Jfﬁuersjuﬂiciary, and fubjedts to.whom it fhall beleng,
ealth. ;
We will and command you very eéxprefly to let pafs fafely
and freely, Mr. James Aétzen, going to England; without giving him or fuffering
'him to have any hindrance; but on the contrary, every aid and affiftance that he fhall
‘want or have occalion for. This prefent pafiport to be valid for one month osly, for
fuch is our pleafure.
“Given at Fontainbleau the 1 3th of November, 1776.
Lours.
‘Gratis By the King,
: De Vergennes.

Counfel for the Crown. Now it will be material for the officer to tell your lordihip
what thole books are.

Officer. The books are Ovid's Metamorpholes, a Treatife of the Arms and En-
~gines of War, of Fire Works, &c. and the other is the Hiftory of Juftin.

Counfel for the Crown. My Lord this is all our evidence.

Cours. Prifoner, the evidence againft you is now clofed ; this is therefore the time
for you to make your defence. -

FRISONER'S DE FENCE.

" 1 underftand, my Lord, that that French paflport was not found our till a few days
-ago, and fince my frft apprehenfion, a great part of the kingdom has been foughr,
‘and perfons have been brought from many different places 1o give evidence who I was,
or what I am, or fo far as they knew about me, and every particular thing that has
been witneffed refpecting the late fire in the Dock-yard, from thefc evidences
given, and the communication of them to all the people in the kingdom, by news-pa-

rs, and other ways, 1 think it is poffible, and may have been poffible for Mr.
aldwin, or for any other perfon thar is any way at all intelligible, to bring every
evidence againft me that that perfon has done, by the faid knowledge from public
papers and converfation ; neverthelels, whether itis a falle accufation, thar is upon
me, or whether it is a betraying of trult, through the treachery of the hearr, God

Almighty, the great judge of all, only knows; if it is the former, I pray God Al-
mighty may forgive him! if it is the latter, I pray the fame! but in thar cale [ fhould
like to know, whether itis proper, that a perfon poffefled of fuch a- difpofition as
that, thould come from emiffaries unknown to me, and do all thatlies in him o infinuate
‘any thinﬁ out of me, unknown to me, and daily to come and go, and give informa-
tion to the faid Lord George Germain? | (hould like thar your Lord/hip would ke
it into your confideration, as in the fight of God, whether fuch a perion has a
right in the fight of God, and according to the laws of man, and of this king-
dom, to give evidence azainft a man, that his evidence ought to be regarded?
‘He that may have been able to betray me, and fpeak things in the dark of me;
.he .is able alfo, I think, to give the lie to any man, through motives of pain,

or
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or any other motives whatfoever ; your Lordihip can confider that in your own miad,
much better than I can fpezk it, as 1 am not endowed with oratory,

Court. Do you relt your defence on that oblervation, cr do you intend to call any
witnefles £

Prifener. With refpect to any other witnefles that may be called againlt me, if
there is any pofitive fact can be proved againit me, I will then prove the negative, or
otherwile the court will proceed according to the laws of the country. I have one
thing more to fay; I would put afew queltions to this man, Mr. Baldwin. =,

Frifener. | think yougave evidence, that I thould have faid to you, that on Friday
the 6th of December lalt, Iwentinto the Hemp-Houle, belonging to his Britannic
Majefly’s yard, in Portfmouth?

Baldwnin. 1did

Prifener. And that I went in there with fome combuftibles, and lighted fome
hemp ¢

Bf:ﬁrfm:'u. Yes; in order to fet fire to the combuflibles.

Prifsner. Do you fpeak of lighting a flame, or laying the thing lighter ?

Baldwin, You faid it was macted, that ic was to make it lie light.

Prifemer. 1t is not my bufine(s to.deny geing to Canterbury, or confefls it 3 do you
fay, that I faid, I went to Canterbury and had the tin machine made ?

Baldwin, Yes. '

Prifener. Youallo fay, that Ifaid, that I went into.a houle on Portfmouth Common,
and left the pafipore?

Baldwin, Yes; among other things.

Prijoner. Thereare fome other evidences fay, that I was at Canterbury, one fays,
about fix weeks before Chriltmas, another fays, abour fix or [even, another between
Michaelmas and Chriftmas, another, before or after the 20th of November ; of the
other three, two fpeak of it as (ooner : relpeting the French pafiporc that has been
found at Portfmouth, it feems to me inconfiftent how it can be my pafiport, and at the
fame time, I to be at Canterbury, or any where in England at the time mentioned ;
the date of the pafiport is the 13th of November; if I can bring thefe two articles
to bear, it feems very unintelligibe to me, for it is fworn, that lfaid, that is my pafi-
port, and again it isfiworn, that T wasin England at that time ; that is equal to the
good gentleman, that faid I had power to alter the colour of my own hair ; if there
rs any thing brought againft me that is pofitive, I am ready with the greateft pleafure,
by the help of Almighty God, to receive the punithmentof the laws of the country,
be what ic will : - there are other things furprize me more than that. I have nothing
more to fay, my Lord. :

Caunfel for the Crewon. We have done with our evidence.

Coure. Will you call any witneffes

Prifower. For what end ! till fomething is proved pofitive againft me, I intend .no
defence in the world. T am ready to live ordie according to juflice. :
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. “Mr, Barox HOTHA M.
Gentlemen of the Yury,

The Prifoner at the bar ftands indifted for fetting on fire, and procuring to be fet an
fire, the Rope-houfe, in the Dock-yard at Portimouth ; and before I fum up the evi-
dence to you, I will make one general oblervacion; that-though it is impoffible for
any language to aggravate this offence, yet it is not for you now to feel the magnitude
of that crime; you are to divelt yourfelves intirely of all the horrible confequences of
the perperration of it, and apply your confciences to this fingle fact; 1s this prifoner

ilty or innacent of this offence 2 What the confequences of it are, or might have

n, I with you not to think of; becaule it is in human nature to feel prejudices, that
one wilhes at fuch 2 moment as this, juries fhould forget. I am fure, therefore, you
will now think of nothing but the plain fimple fact itfelf; and whether it i, or is not,
fupported by the evidence you have heard,

Gentlemen, the firlt witnels is Fames Ruffel{, who fays he is clerk to the clerk of the
rope-yard, and that upon Saturday the feventh of December 1aft, ar half patt four
o'clock, he frft perceived the fire by which the rope-houfe was confumed. . There
were hemp toppings in the middle loft, and cordage on the ground floor; and that
was the ulual repolitory for both ; much of it, he g;s, was burnt.—This witnels was
called to prove the fact of the fire itfelf; which, though too nororious o doube abour,
wis n ry to be proved in evidence, ' He fays, on the fifteenth of Januvary he found
a tin cafe in the hemp houfe, on the ground floor; and upon its being produced, he
fays, it appears to be the fame—he has no doubt at all about it. He told you that
there was a box in it, buc at the time it was found, there were befides, marches, tar,
and oil, in the wooden box; but the tin box and the wooden box were then f{eparate,
He fays, he found alfo a bettle, which had had fpirits of turpentine init; he found all
thefe things in the hemp-houfe, juft by the box: its fitvation was in the center of a
mow of hemp ; and it had the appearance of concealment, though, he fays, a perfon
by going up to the upper end of it, if he had had a fufpicion or apprehiénfion of ir,
might peflibly have dilcovered that fuch a thing was there,  He fays, there wis a preat
deﬁ loofe hemp near it, and there was fTome dunnage, which I undetftand o be
curtings, or refule of hemp, which feemed te lie under the box and the cannifter.
There was alfo fome brown paper lying near it, and from the appearance it had, it
feemed to him to have been all thrown in together over the bundle of hemp upon the
mow ; and by falling againft the mow, they had feparated. Now, gt::ﬂ:lt.-l:npc:n!.s it is
material for you to underftand, that all thefe fp:'fcriil"t,hinlgs' wére found in this place,
becaule in the courfe of the evidence you will ind, moft, it not all of them, particularly
accounted for;—he fays, that there was hemp in the placé ; that both ic and !‘_-hﬂ,'ﬁ;'mp—
houfe muft have been confumed if the fire had happened, for you will recollect, thar
tho fire was attempted to be fet, as well to the hemp-houfe as the rope-hodle, the

providence of God did interpofe, and prevent that from taking effect.

William Tench, the next witoefs, fays, that he faw the  Prifoner at his mafter’s houle

- juft without ‘Weft Gate in Canterbury; and he thinks it was about a menth or fix
weeks before Chriftmas.—The obférvation which the Prifoner has made in his defence
is very true ; .namely, thae all che, witnefles from Canterbury give rather a different
account. about the time ; they are none of them very partcularly precife; they all
fpeak rather at large’ about ir, But it do#s not feem to me to weaken that evis
nce,. becaufe five or fix different people do not all concur in their recollection of the
very day when the perfon was at Canrerbury 3 and when they fpeak caunioully, it is
not to be wondered az, that they differ a livle, a few days or a week in their account.
This witnefs fays, that it was 2 _month, or fix wecks before Chriftmas, and that he
himfelf made the tin 'machine for the Prifoner ; the frlt tme he was applied 10 upon
this bufinefs was on"the Monday before laft, and that was particularly afked him in
order I fuppofe to thew you a material circumftance that this was after the Prifoner
had confefied the whole himfelf to Baldwin. Bur when I wfe the word confefiion,
1§ SPRPSTARY A5 T QPSR MAKG POSERITY obfervation to you upon the cvi-

: dence
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dence of Baldwin. Ido not look upon this as being ftrictly a confeflion of the prifoner:
but it was evidence which the man himfelf chole to dilclofe to Baldwin without any
folicitation whatfoever, and without any promife or engagement of fecrecy. It feems
to have come from the priforer himfelf fpontaneoufly; and as far as we have the
evidence before us, Baldwin does not feem, in any one of thefe converfations, o have
foughe a difcovery from the Prifoner ; but it has all come from the Prifoner, and not
from Baldwin, and thercforc what the Prifoner has faid in his defence by way of
objeéting to Baldwin's evidence, does not, in my apprehenfion, weigh much in the
confideration of this queilion. ;

Tench then proceeds to fay, upon being crofs examined by the Prifoner himfelf,
that he knows the cannifter very particularly by the feam in it, and that he knows
the feam by its being very bad folder; thac he ook particular notice of the badnefs of
the folder when the Prifoner came, and that he can fwear to that folder any where:
that he knows the Prifoner by his perfon, he thinks alfo by his hair, but he is pofi-
tive that ke had the fame fore of coat on as he has now—He fays he does not pretend
to recollect the partucular day that he made the cannifter.

Elizabeth Boxell fays, that fhe faw the Prifoner the day before the rope-houfe was
on fire at her own bhoufe, in Barrack-Street, Portfmouth: that he took a lodging of
her, and lodged there one night, which was the night before the fire.  And, gentle-
men, her evidence, abftrafled from bringing it home to the Prifoner that he was at
Portimouth at the very time, is cxtremely material, if you give her credic; inafmuch
as fhe fpeaks to particular work and opérations, upon which the found him employed;
for, fhe fays that that very night, when he was at her houfe, fhe obferved a very ugly’
fulphureous fmell in his room; and fhe fmelt it again on the Saturday morning: the
was fo uneafy at it, that fhe went up ftairs, fhe puthed open the door, and found the
room full of fmoke; fhe afked him, with great anxiety, what he was about # She
faw that he had been burning fomething by the fide of the fire, and on the hearth
ifelf: the faid the took a candle from him, buc oblerved ir was not che fame candle
fhe had carried up. She fays he was doing fomething too on the chair. She then
went down ftairs, but returned again imm:;ﬁncly; and, in that interval, {he having,
opened the window, and he having fhut it, fhe told him he fhould not fhut the win-
dow, and infifted upon its being kept open.—I fay, gentlemen, this is material; be-
caufe as this cafe is o depend enurely upon a chain of circumitances, you muit lay all
of them attentively together, and circumitances may form fuch a bady of evidence,’
as fhall be abundantly ftronger than where two or three witnefles fwear o 2 politive
fat. If you fhould think this cafe ftands upon fuch circumltances, you will draw
your own conclufion: if you think the circumftances are not ftrong enough to bring
the charge home to the prifoner, you will chen difcharge your conlciences by faying
fo: but ugon every lircle circumftance you muft hang.  This, therefore, is material
to recolle¢t.—The Prifoner is employed vifibly in fome preparazion of combuftible
matter over night, and next morning; the fire happens thac very day.  That, there-
fore, you will take as one circumitance,  She then mentions another, which turns out
to be alfo material, which is, that on the Friday, looking into the Prifoner’s bundle,
fhe found in it'part of an old fhirt and a pair of leather breeches upon a tin_cale;
now, you have ﬁa.d it in evidence, that a tin cafe was found in the hemp-houfe; fhe
fays, fhe viewed this tin cale a quarter of an hour, and therefore is very particular in
fwearing that it is as much like the cale, which has been produced to you, as an
thing can be: fhe fays, fhe was fo much alarmed at his proceedings, thac ‘fhe ordered
him out of her houle, and indeed the fays, that fhe would nor quic the room.  He
faid he wanted his candle; fhe bid him rake it as he wenr down; thar, by and by,
may turn out alfo o be 4 circumitance fit o be remembered. - She {ays he ook away'
the bundle, bor fhe does not know whether the cannifter was in it at that time; fhe
had feen it on che Friday, and this was ‘on the Saturday. Then Mr. Commilfioner
Gambier produces the bundle which he received from his clerk, John Jeffereys, on
the tweney-firlt of February; it is fhewn to Mrs. Boxell, who fays, The does’ believe
that to be the fame bundle.

Jobn Feffereys, who delivered the bundle to Mr. Gambier, fays, that he has no
doubr about the handkerchief, which incloles the contents, being the fame; he fays,
that
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that on the evening of the 2oth of February, he had orders to fearch all about, and
particularly in North-Streec, and he found the bundle in North-Street at a Mrs.
C

Sa

Mrs. Cele being called, fays, that fhe knows the Prifoner; that he came to her
houfe on the day of the fre, and took a lodging there; thar he lefr a bundle; and |
looking at the bundle now produced, fhe fays it has all the appearance of being the
fame bundle, Mr. Jeffereys, and another perfon, (he fays, had it from her; that fhe
never opened it whillt fhe had ic; that the bundle was not tied quite clole, and fhe
faw a lutle way into it.  She fays the Prifoner came to her houie in the forenoon;
that he ftaid about a quarter of an hour, and went out about eleven or twelve
o'clock.

Hiliiam Abram, a blackimith at Portfmouth, fays, he lodged in the fame room
with the Prifoner at Mrs. Boxell's; the Prifoner afked the witnels if there was any
prefling ?* He faid, yes, there was a preuy hot prefs. The Prifoner faid, fuppole they
were to take up fuch a man as me, 1could give no other account of mylelf bur from
writings in my pocket.  Fhen he alked, if a man was to get into the jullice's hand,
could there beany way of efcaping ?  The witnels faid no.  Why not efcape, faid the
Frifoner f Why there are very high walls 7—Why is there no way of getting over the
walls #—he lasid no. The witnets fays, that then the Prifoner faid there was one
Brookes in Newgate, thac he knew would be hanged. He lays, the Prifoner had yel-
low buckles on, but he cannot {wear to the buckles that are thewn him (which are
part of the contents of the bundle), being thole buckles, though they are the fame
pattern. Now, upon this evidence, I would make this obflervation; that Abram

roves the identity of the Prifoncr ;—he proves too his lodging at Mrs. Boxell’s houfe,
Elthil: he confirms her evidence, and 1o his lodging there at that particular ume; and
then the bent of the Prifoner’s converfation wich him, (for you are to take the whole
evidence together) you may, perhaps, think, implies that he then had fomething in
contemplarion, which might induce bim to with to make his efcape.

The next witnels is Fobn Baldwin 3 this, you fee, is the material witnefs, upon whole
account very much will depend, 1 rlidhri:ad over his evidence before to the Prifoner, as
he wifhed to hearit; but | will repeat it now to you, John Baldwin fays, he firft faw
the Prifoner on the feventh of February, at Sir John Ficlding's, having been fent
there by my Lard Temple, becaufe he thought he might know the Prifoner, as he was a
painter, and had lived in America, and the Prifoner was defcribed as having been
there; he fays, that he himfelf had been ac Amboy, at New-York, and at Philadel-
phia; he fays, he told Sir John Fielding that he had never feen the Prifoner ; that the
Prifoner heard him fay fo, and made him a bow: he afterwards {aw the Prifoner in
another room, and the Prifoner beckoned to him, and he fat down by him ; and then
he entered into a licle difcourfe, and afked him who he knew. there? he mentioned
feveral peaple, particularly fome ‘Painttm ;3 and he told him, * you are not like the
other evidences, who have fworn falfely, but you are a gendeman, and 1 wilh it was
in my power to make you a fatisfaction,” and faid he [hould be glad to fee him in New
Prifon : he fays, at near four o’clock he went there, he went into a corner between the
two gates, and there he difcourfed a good deal with him abour America, and defired
him to come again the next day. Lord Temple fent him, in confequence of this,
to Lord George Germain; and they both thought it material that he fhould to
the prifon. Accordingly he went again the next day, and had a good deal u%odil’-
courfe with the Prifoner ; the Prifoner told him he found he was an American by
principle, but what countryman was he ? He faid he was 2 Wellhman ; “Why,” faid he,
] find you are interefted for America, however.” Then, he fays, he told the Prifoner
that he was married ac Amboy, and they talked about the wimnefs's family. He
waited upon him, he fays, from day to day, till the Eﬂcen_r.h, and in the courle of all
that time, nothing but general difcourle p d upon the fubject of America; buc upon
the fifteenth he made material difcoveries; he then began, and he told him all the
particulars. 1 do not mean that he told him all upon the ffteenth of February : but I
colleéted from his evidence, that the fubftance of what he has told you, all paffed fub-
fequent to the fourteenth of February ; and among other chings, he afked him, “ Do
you know one Mr. Deanc 2 he {aid no. * What not Mr. Deane, employed at Paris by

2 the
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the Congrels 1"—No. “What not Silas Deane "—No—*He is a fine fellow; T believe -
B,Wj'ﬂmin Franklin is employcd about the fame errand.” And then he told him that he
had taken a view of moft. of the dock-yards and forufications about England, and
particularly the number of guns in each fhip of the navy, and the weight of their me-
tal, and rhe number of men; and he faid he had been at Paris two or three times, to
inform Sitas Deane of the particulars of what he found in the dock-yards; that Silas
Deane was greatly pleafed wich whae he had done, and he acquainted Silas Deane in
whar manner the dock-yards were to be fet on fire; and Mr. Deane was amazed he
could undertake to execute it in fuch a manner alene; but he told him he would do
more execution than he could imagine, or any perfon upon the face of the earth.
Deane afled him what money he wanted to carry his {cheme into execution? he faid
not much ; that he expefted to be rewarded nctmdinF to his merit.  Silas Deane,
however, he faid, gave him bills to the amount of 300l and letters to a great man, a
confiderable merchane in the city of London. In his difcourfe with the witnefs, he ex-
preffed his anxiety to know whether my Lord Cornwallis had been defeated in America ;
he faid ‘he knew %Vaﬂzingmn perfonally, and believed him to be abler than"General
Howe, ' That he would wateh and harrals General Howe, and he was [ure the Ame-
ricans would conquer this Winter 5 but the grand campaign was to be in the Summer,
He faid he only wanted a few experienced officers, which he believed would be fup-
plied from France. That Silas Deane was appointed at Paris for thar purpofe, and
to buy ftores and ammunition ; ‘bur as to cannon ball, they had cnough in America,
particularly fomewhere in Maryland, tofupply all Evrope; and likewife pitch, tar, and
rarpentine,  Fle fas, from the feventh of February to the twenty-fourth,—he was with
himevery day, and moftly twice a day : the Prifoner told him among otherthings, thac
e arrived at Dover from Paris, and went to Canterbury.—Now here you {ee appears,
the mareriality of the Canterbury evidence. That he went into a fhop at Canterbury,
antl befpoke a machine to be made which they called a Cannilter ; the mafter 1o
whom' he applied he faid was a ftupid fellow, and did not under(tand him ; but the boy:
wiasanore ingenious; th:::p[%hii: was obliged to ftay by him to inftruét him.. Now that boy:
{cu fee has been called; and confirms this part of Baldwin’s evidence, by fwearing politive-
y to the Prifoner being the man who came to his mafter’s thop, who belpoke the Cannil-
ter,—fof Whom hé' tade the cannifter; and who took away the cannifter. That the Pri-
foner told him he gave the boy fomething to drink, and then he went into a public<
hioude with the cannifter under the breaft of his coat; that there was.a dragoon in
the ‘houfe with whom he had fome words, and that the' dragoon opened his coat to
fee what he had'in it.—The dragoon, you will recollect 1s called, and he confirms
this ftory; ‘ot direftly, but in fuch a way, asleaves you very little room to doubt about
it he does not, you will recollect, Twear poficively to feeing the adtual cannifter itfelf,
But he fiw fomething wnder the brealt of the Prifoner’s coat fhining and glittering
like tin = *and he menrions the circumitance of the Prifoner’s having had a quarrel with
His'ebmrade, which the other drigoen alfo confirms him in, th both of them
fwear ‘eautioully to ' the identity of ‘the Prifoner. .The witnels fays the Prifoner
told him ‘that ‘from ‘thénce he wenete Portfmouth, where he took .a ledging at
Mr<, "Boxell's; and there he tried his preparations. | - Now, gentlemen, 1 think I
ai warranted in fnying, that Mrs Boxell's evidence was very marterial, inafmuch,
a5 The himfelf,” in his didtourfe with the wimnefs, has confirmed’ her wltimony in
the ftrangeft degree s for fieiels: him here what (he told you before, that he was em-
ployed in hierhoufe in ‘preparing and in trying thefe combuftables.  He goes on and
fiys;’ thut“there were matches made by a [heer of whited-brown paper b:ing-fuldsdu‘f
in ten'or twelve foldsy and he told Him this was the method in which he made them
in‘oriler'tsbe done over with a ‘compolition of charceal ‘and gun-powder ; that is a
fimall eivcimitince as it paffess bot you will recolle it prefently, as being perhaps
ﬁi&féﬁil‘;”i‘h&-é}mmﬂ&l.ht"ﬁtid-mﬂ'l: 'h-:'ﬁm'.'ljr.' pounded - upon a colour-ftone, fuch as
piifters ufe, 'in order to-make it effectaal : e faid the paper muft be doubled before
twas dore, in‘order t0 prevent its ctacking. Now there was -a witnefs called after~
wirds, ‘relative to what paffed “at Briftol, who is a painter. You will recolleft
I'was“defirous that ‘he’ fhould feer clear of dropping any thing about: the cala-
mity " that ‘we' have all heard of st Briltol; becaufe we are not now in - charity or
jufticé ‘at ‘liberty to fuppofe, that” this Prifoner had any the remotelt connection
'Ir?\gﬂ“t:r!:m'_t q'lﬂI!‘bf'ﬂ"-'ﬁ it Briltol, ¢ But- the evidefice- was’ material in this way, to
vl 8 i Lojglgens oot 308 Ik o ] J vl - prove
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- prove him at Briftol, merely for the purpofe of confirming that part of Baldwin's
evidence, where he faid the Prifoner told him he went afterwards to Briftol; and
to prove him to have been with Mafon, the painter. It fhews too, that he knew
how to make this preparation, and that in fact he did himfelf apply to the painter to
grind charcoal upon a ftone, for fome purpofe or another; what that purpofe was is
no confideration of ours, nor was that the view with which the evidence was called ;
but however he knew that was the method of grinding charcoal, and therefore it con-
firms Baldwin,.in fome meafure, in this part of his relation. The witnefs fays he told
him that the gunpowder does not require much grinding; that might be mathed wich
a knife, as painters mix vermillien: but they muit be very partigular in mixing thele
two bodies together; the charcoal is ground in water, then mixed up to the conhit-

ency of new qlill{., and then wich a {mall bruth, the paper, that is to make the martch,

mairmd over with it: and it is fo mgnaged, that the match will lalt twenty-four
hours.  You will inuﬁinc, I dare fay, without my telling you, that it is material for
any perfon, whe intends to carry into execution fuch a purpole as this, that it thould
not be exccuted too foon; itis of importance that it fhould be fome time about, in
order to facilitare the parcy’s efcape; and therefore it is to be fo conrived, thac it is
not inftantly to take fire. told the witnels he lodged at Mrs. Boxell’s one night,
bur fhe was a very impudent woman, for (he had opened his bundle during his abfence.

The tin machine, he faid, was a curious conftruétion of his owa invention ; and in

that we all go along with him ; it moft certainly is a curious invention ; and it is only

a pity that it was for fuch a purpofe, He told him he had a wooden box, which was

made with a hole in the center, w put a capdle into .ir; and in.that box he puc tar,
turpentine, and hemp. H:: faid the cannifter fitted the box fo well, that when the
candle was put in, nobody could perceive any light: then he told him, that on the

fixeh of December, he went into the Yard, and got into the hemp-houfe, where there
was a deal of hemp, fo tight matted, that he co %::I hardly get it apase: that he pulled
l]i.&:rqqt_ off to work at it; and then, after lighteni!ng the hemp, he placed the can-
nifter over the box with a {mall candle in it,  Now, gentlemen, you will recollect

t Mrs.. Boxell told you he was very delirous of having a candle, when he went
away from her houle, and that the rold him he might take one as he went down {kairs.

He faid he {prinkled (ome turpenting about the hemp that was round it; and when

‘had done that, it was fome time before he found his coat; and when he found it,
there was a good deal of hemp flicking about it, which he endeavoured to get off:
then went out of the hemp-houlfe, and got into the rope-houfe; and he laid down

a quart bortle of fpirits of turpentine upon its fide, with hemp in it inftead of a

'm?k: he faid clofe to the hemp he laid a piece of £apqr, with dry gunpowder in it,
and to the paper, where the powder was, one of thefc matches; and over the powder
he 1aid fome hemp lightly ftrewed, and a quart of turpentine poured all abour it. Now,

ntlemen, if you believe the fact, upon this account, to be fure it is impofiible 1o con-
ceive, that any man could take his mealures more effectually for doing complere mifchief.

He faid that as foon as the fire of the match touched the powder, it would fec it all of
a blaze prefently ; and thar by cutting thefe matches into picces, it would anfwer to any

ﬁ'am;, {fo that he might make his efcape. He told him, thar the nexr day, which was the

eventh, he went from Mrs. Boxell's, and took two other lodgings, one at a public
ufe, the other at a private houle; and he took particular norice before he took the
lodgings, which houfes had the molt wood about them, and he faid he had thefe com-
huiﬁhﬁ: ready for fetting thofc twe houles on fire, on the fame day that he fet fire o
the rope-yard, in order that he might keep the engines engaged:  he told the woman
at the lodgings he took on the Common, that he was going 1o Petersficld, and begged
her to take care of his bundle—that bundle you have an account of, afier that he went
into the Dock-yard, in order to fet fire to the hemp-houfe, and the rope-houfe, He
rit, he faid, went into the hemp-houfe, and ftruck a light; but the matches were
very damp, and he could not get the fulphur to take; and he wafted in the crial the
whole box full of tinder, and blew at it till he almoft burnt his lips: then he wens
away from the hemp-houfe, in defpair of [etting fire to that, and procured fome better
matchess and he returned, and Elgr into, the rope-houfe ; and then he fet fire to the
match that led to the powder. his is the account he gave of the manner in which
he perpetrated this crime: he faid he had bought a halipenny worth of marches the
day before of a woman ; that woman, you fee, is called, in the fubfequent part of the evi-
dence, and confirms Baldwin in this circumitance too of his relation. The day he
1 . put
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fut the preparations in, he faid he was fo long about it, that he was locked into the
h:n:p-hﬂu'l't', and could not get cut; he tried ac feveral doors, he went then up ftairs,
and pulled off his fhoes, and tried whether he could get our; finding that he could
not, he came back to the fame door, where hearing fomebody, he holloed; being
afked how he came there, he faid it was curiofity ; a Perf-:m on the outfide of the door
direted him at laft which way he thould get cut; this too is confirmed fo far, thara
perfon was locked in, but who that perfon was, is not pofitively proved. He faid,
when he came out, he was much vexed that he could not fet the hemp-houle on fire;
and allo vexed becaufe he could not go to Portfmouth Common, where he had lefr a
parcel ; which, you will obferve, he told him, and it is very material, contained,
among other things, a piftol, an Ovid’s Metamorpholes, a book entitled The Art of
War, and making Fire-Works, and a paffport from the French king ; all of which
you fee are found in it. And in that pafipore, he faid, was his real name, which vexed
him more than any thing; but, however, as it was in French, he did not imagine that
the peaple at the lodging could read or underftand ity bur he exprefled his furprize
that this bundle had not been found. He faid, after fetting fire 1o the rope-houfe, he
made the belt of his way towards London; and that he was fo forry he could not get
the matches to light, that he had a good mind to fhoot at the windows of the woman
where he had them : he faid, that he burne the bills and the letter, (which you will
remember he told him before he brought over from Silas Deane) on account of the
behaviour of Mrs. Boxell, for he evidently fufpefted that fhe enterrained fome doubt
of him ; and, therefore, left the perfon to whom the letter was addreffed, or the bills
might lead to a difcovery, he prudently burnt them all. He faid, foon after he left
the yard, he jumped into a care, and defired the woman to drive quick ; this, you
fee, is politively confirmed by the woman who drove the verycart; he rode in it two
miles, and gave her {ixpence to go quick; that he had near four miles to go before
he pafied the fentries, and therefore was very defirous of getting paft them 5 and thar
two minutes after he had paffed them, he Tuokcd back and faw the Aames, and the
very clements fecmed in a blaze; he walked all the way to London; and in the road
between the laft fenery, and Kingfton, two dogs barked ac him; he fhot at one of
them, and believed he killed or wounded him. The next mnrning, being Sunday, he
got to Kingfton, and waited there till near dufk ; he then came 1n the to Lon-
don, and waited upon the great man, the merchant in the city; and he told him that
he had a letter and bills upon him from Silas Deane at Paris, but which he had been
obliged to burn. The merchant, he faid, feemed very fhy of him, and faid he had
received no fuch accounts from Paris; he anfwered, that he might think what he
pleafed, but that he was an enemy to Great Britain, and a friend to America; and
that he had fer fire to the rope-houfe at Portfmouth, which he would fee in the pa-
pers on Monday. Baldwin faid he could not get the name of the merchant from him,
but the Prifoner faid the merchant appointed to meet him at a coffee-houfe, and the
gentleman waited there accordingly for him ; they difcourfed a little together, but the
gentleman feemed ftill fhy of him, and another gentleman in the coffee-houle taking
particular notice of him, he did nor care to ftop Jong : he was fo angry that the gen-
tleman would not believe him, that he gor up and went to Hammerfimith, from
whence he wrote to him, and faid, he was going to Briftol, where he would hear more
of his handy works ; and you will remember there is a fubfequent evidence, Mafon,
the painter, who tells you he faw him ar Briftol. He faid, he arrived at Briftol a few
days before Chriftmas; that he gor leave of a painter there to grind fome charcoal
upon a colour-fione of his, and that the painter tock notice he was long about it:
that painter, you recollet, has been called, who tells you that the Prifoner did appl

to him for the purpole of grinding charcoal upon a colour-ftone, and he did acm:rrdj:
ing fo grind it. Then the witnefls fays, that he gave an account of this from day to
day, to Lord Temple and Lord George Germain, and he mentioned thar the fifteenth
was the firlt day that the Prifoner difclofed any of the particulars o him, Now,
gentlemen, you fee from this man’s evidence, there is an exceeding clear, intelligible,
and confiftent hiftory given ; bur if this account, clear and confiftent as it is, were un-
Tupported by other evidence, one might perhaps entertain fome doubts about it; bue
where you find it confirmed in almoft every material paffage, where you find it not con~
tradicted in any one circumitance, you muft then, l!hihk:%ﬂl it, when fo authenticared,
10 be a very ftrong body of evidence indeed.

Edward
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Edward Evans, who is one of the dragoons, fays, that he was at Canterbury from
Ottober till the firlk of February. But you will obferve, thar he does not pretend to
fwear pofitively to the Prifoner; for he fays the man is much altered fince he faw
him, though he believes him to be the fame. He fays it was about the end of Oétober,
oor beginning of November, that he {aw him there, and thar too you fee 1s contradiétory
‘to the other evidences ; as to the precife fime they do not agree, as. I told you before 5
but, however, he agrees in this material article, which came from the Priloner’s own
‘mouth to Mr. Baldwin, that he was there at the time when he had a quarrel with him ;
_in faft, the witnefs fays he had a quarrel with him, (fuppofing the [i"rifum:r to be the
_perfon) at Canterbury, and he then fays that the Prifoner had on a brown furtout coat,

ut he did not fee what was under his coat. R i

The next witnefls is Fames Wilfen, the comrade of the laft witnefs, who was there
.at the fame time, and who fays that he really thinks the Prifoner  is the fame perfon,
though he will not politively fwear to him, and that the drefs was the fame as he is in
now ; hé remembers that there was a difpute between his comrade and him, and he
fays he did obferve fomething white under his coat, which gliftened hike tin.

“obn Fifber, lives at Mr. Tuck’s at Canterbury, who is atin-man : he fays he thinks
he has feen the prifoner, and he believes it to be about fix or feven weeks before
Chriftmas that he {aw him in his mafter’s fhop ; you fee they all vary a litle as to the
-time : he fays the Prifoner ordered two cannifters, and he ordered them to be made
of a long fquare fhape ; and one of them being produced now to him, he believes it
to be the fame ; and he fays he does not know why the Prifoner did not take them
away, but he left them at their fhop : however, he fays, the Prifoner called once for
them, but they were not then compleated. Now, gentlemen, upon this man’s evi-
dence you will naturally make this obfervation, that the perfon, be he who he may,
that wanted this tin box, certainly wanted more than one, why he did not befpeak them
all at the fame fhop, cannot well be accounted for, unlefs it be that he thought fo
many at one place might lead to fome fufpicion. However, the faft turns out to be,
that he did not ftay for thefe two being made, they were left behind, and he only
carried off that which has been found, _

. William Baldy is next called 3 and he proves the Prifoner not only in the Dock-yard,
butin this very building, on the feventh of December. The witnefs fays he is a rope-maks
er, that he has feen the Prifoner in the Dock.yard ; he fays he faw the Prifoner in the -
houfe on the lower floor, about a hundred yards from the calt end of ir, on Saturday
the feventh of December, between eleven and twelve o'clock  which was the day of the
fire. He fays he faw the Prifoner come down from the upper part of it. Now that too
confirms the ftory that Baldwin has told ; for the Prifoner faid he was firlt in the lower
part, that he could not get out there, and then he went into the upper part ; the witnefs
mentions an immaterial paffage, which I need not repeat to you, about picking up a
fmall ftone, and he had a lictle difcourfe with him: that was only afked to farisfy
you that he was fo long in converfation with this Prifoner, that he could not make any
miftake about his perfon, but thac he was the man; he ftayed five or fix minutes with
him, and then left him: he fays he faw him about ten minutes or a quarter of an hour
after this at the eaft end of the fame floor coming down ftairs ; and then one William
Welfton being with the witnefs, the Prifoner faid to Wefton, “ How do you do #" holding
out his hands to him ; and he, thinking him to be an acquaintance of his, did not
ftay to hear his converfation with him, but went away. He clofes his evidence with
faying, thar, from feeing him at thefe different times, he is cerrain he is the man.

William W efton fays, that to the beflt of his recollection he faw the Prifoner in the
houfe. the day the fire was.—He had very little converfation with him at that
time ; but heis politive ic was the fame man ; for he had fecn him, he fays, feven weeks
before walking about in the Dock ; he did not however fee him come down fairs :
thefe two witnefics then, as far as their evidence goes, prove him to have been in the
Dock-yard, and i this very building in the Dock-yard, upon the day when the fire

ha 5
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Edward Cargy, 2 Thipwright, fays, he was at Portfimouth. the day before the fire;
fand chat m'ght he remeémbers a perfon being fhut up in the 'r-;:upq-hqq['g";' he heard a
perfon making a noifé in the rope-houfe, who faid he was locked ip, and defired him
to'Iét himour; the witnefs faid he eould nor, and went away; fo lim;, Iittle ¢jrcum-
Atance tho, mentioned by Baldwin, ‘you fe¢ is confirmed by this witnefs; he remembers
a perfon being focked - up'in the ‘rope-houfe, ' but you wri:;l' '?h_lhrva ':hﬂ: he q:p::ﬂqt

‘precend'to fay that perfon was the Prifoner. :

* Then idwn Hypking is called.  She is"the woman that drave the cart that day {mm
Portfmouth, into which you recolledt he rold Baldwin that he gor. . d§}:ﬂ fays'[he faw
#he Priforier the day that che Dock was on fire ar about four or %:lf an hqt],rp:.ﬂ; four
in the afternoon. At that time fhe was comiing from ‘the marker ; fhe faw him firft be-
tween the Bull and Kingfton, fhe did not fee him till he came -up clofe to her; he
fropped her and afked her where fhe was going ? She fald, a litde 'way ; he faid he would
give hier'dny thing to give him a lifr, for he was going to Pemrsﬁqlé thar night, and
was afraid he fhould be belated ; and entreated her to drive as faft as he could, . When
he came into the cart, the obferved he was much out of breath; fhe rold him fhe was
to ftop to buy-a pair-of pateens ; fhe did accordingly ftop at' a thop ; fhe wis to

a thilling for them ; the Prifoner threw down fixpence, and then he faid, he wi he
“could get 4 returned chaife ; and when [he ftopped a little before fhe came 1o her own
houle to give her ‘horfe fome drink, he jumped out, and ran away along the London
road. Now, with refpect to this evidence, to be fure, any perion, totally uncon-
cerned in‘any guiley deed, miiht be anxious to ger to Petersfield ;" might be afraid of
Leing benighted ; might with her to drive very faft; all that might happen very na-
turally without any imputation upon the party ; but, as 1 faid before, you are to

‘this ‘cafe with all its circumlitances together; and every little circumitance weighs fome-
thing ;- and if you fhbuld trace the Prifoner to the very place, almoft to the moment
of the fire, if you trace him leaving the place immediately after, and being in'this
ftate, out of breath, eager o ger n}E prcml:;g the woman to drive cn, anxious &rgl:t
a returned chaile, jumping out, and running forward when [he ftopped ; laying thefe cir-
cumftances together, “with all the others, to be fure you will'be juftified if you enter-
tain fome fufpicions about his motive:  Buc all chis you will weigh, together with the
many various circumftances of the cale, ' e i L

< “Elizabeth Gentell fays, fhe Tives on Portfmouth Common. Shelfaw the Prifonet at
her houfe the day before the fire; he came there and afked her for a halfpenny worth of
matches. ‘Thac you fee, ‘gentlemen, is another circumftance that has been p n%_
to you,  as coming from himfelf to Baldwin; that he boyghr a halfpenny worth ¢

matches of a woman at Portfimouth, ~ She fays he afked particularly if the matches
would take quick # He took a bundle and tried one or two of them, and then hé ook
out fome money, and paid her a halfpenny.  She fays fhe is fure he is che fame per-
. fon. Now, upon this evidence, it is for your confideration whether a man, Elﬁ.rl to
buy matches, would -or would not fhew fuch an anxiety abour their being panicqﬁrlr
well made; and there 15 one more obfervarion, which I would make to you, that the
man who goes to buy a halfpenny worth of matches for his own ule, is tarﬂ!g fuch a
man as could afford to exprels a defire of meeting with a poft-chaife to carry him 19

Perersheld. '

The next witnels is Jobn Ilenden, who is a furgeon and apothecary. He fays, that as
far as human poffibility can go, the Prifoner is the perfon whom he faw acr Canter-
bury, three or four days before or after the twenticth of November; and that he is par-
ticularly clear that he is the ‘man, becaufe he came to his fhop to buy two ounces of
fpirits of turpentine, and 4 quarter of a pound of faltpetre.  WNow, gentlemen, thele
things you will feel a man might innocently buy, at the time you are recolleting that
thefé materials have been found upon the fpor, and that they are materials neceffary
for combuition. - T

Mary Bijbop fays, that the Prifoner was at her houfe at Canterbury, between Mi-
€haclmas and Chriftmas; fo that the fpeaks very vaguely -abour the ume; fhe cannot
be pofitive when it was, but fhe remembers one circumftance (believing it to be the
Prifoner) that he told her he had been interrupted by, that is, that he had had a quar-
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rel with, a dragoon at the White Horfe, and he told hér in converfation, thit he
came from America, on account of the difturbances; but he afked her a material
" queftion, and that was whether he could ger a wooden thing made, which fhe did not
know what name to'give to; but the wooden engine, that 1s produced, being thewn
to her, fhe fays, upon her direéting him to fome man, who could make it for him,
that {he faw. fomething which a Mr. Overilhaw’s apprentice brought for the prifoner ia
the afternoon of the i%m: day, and that he put it under his coat, withing not to have
it feen.  The counfel very properly afked the woman what was become of the appren-
tice? becaule undoubtedly they ought not to have ftopped fhort, without calling the
apprentice 3 but the apprentice, fhe fays, is dead, thercfore we cannot have any clear-
er or fuller evidence upon chis matter..  Then, upon looking on this wooden machine,
fhe fays, it is as near, as fhe can guefs, like that thing fhe faw brought w the Pri-

. Jobn Dalby is the perfon who apprehended the Prifoner, and he is called to prove
what he found upon himj he fays the prifencr had uwpon him a piltel primed and
loaded with fhot : he had a piitol tinder-box, which was alfo primed; and he had a
fnuff-box full of tinder. Now, gentemen, that is a little circumftance that is un-
commen, a man’s carrying abouc with him a piftol tinder-box to frike a light may
very well be; but he feldom carries more tinder than that piftel tinder-box will hold ;
for if ever you faw ope of thefe, you mufk know there is a part of it made to hold
tinder in; but, however, over and above that, he had a muff-box full of tinder, and
be had a powder-horn with fome gunpowder init. He fays, he had alio wwo bundles
of matches. You remember he was difcontented, with the matches which he iried,
and went out of the Dock yard and bought others. y

. Fhomas Mafon fays, he lives at Briftol, and is by trade a painter, that the Prifoger
called on him the day after Chriftmas Day, and afked him to let him grind a piece of
charcoal upon his colour-ftone, which he did; this is only material 1o thew that he
was at Briltol, as Baldwin mentioned he was, and that he knew, in fact, what ule the
colour-ftone could be applied to. _ _

Then, gentlemen, the only remaining evidence is the contentsof the bundle. The
bundle has been opened, and in itis found the pafiport from the French King, about
which he exprefled fo much anxiety, left it fhould lead to a difcovery.  Thit pafiport
ig dated the thirteenth of Nevember ; it is in the cammon form, to grant him free per-

i to go out of, k,'uw‘lnp;., to continue in force for one month from the
%%‘Eﬁ E__ ‘there was ﬁéiﬂ‘as(ngdeihmﬁfpﬁbfm; and 4 Treartife of the arms and
eng of war and fireworks, and the Juitin, ghe books he mentioned o Baldwin,
and the piftol, and fome few other things. -This; gentlemen, is all the evidencein

fupport of the profecution, » ah

L
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The Prifoner has called no witneffes, Hﬂthhé has refted his defence chiefly upon the
credic that you ought to give to the n:\r%encauf Baldwin ; becaufe he fays, that a man
who was capable of drawing our this evidence from him, ought not to receive credit
in a court of juftice. Gentlemen, I have told you before, and I ought to tell you
now, that, in point of law, there is no objeftion to this man’s teftimony; and from
the manner in which he came by the knowledge, which he has now furnithed vs wich,
I do not fee that there was any thing which can lead you to fuppofe that Baldwin was
the firlt mover with him, or that he prevailed vpon the Prifoner to difclofe the
fecret ; but it fhould feem as if it came from the Prifoner himfelf, though it was un-
doubtedly upon the idea that this man was his friend : becaufe, if you do not fuppofs
thar, you muit fuppofe him madder than any man that ever was burn.  He certainly

thought him his friend, and he therefore did difclofe all this to him.

Gentlemen, one has only to fay farther, that if this point of honour was to be fo
facred, as that 4 man who comes by knowledge of this fert from an offender, was not
to be at liberty' to difclofe ir, the moft attrocious criminals would every day efcape
punifhment ; and therefore it is, that the wifdom of the law knows nothing of that
point of honour ; if the man is a legal witnels, you are bound to receive his teftimony ;
giving it, however, that weight only which jElu think it deferves : for it is always ‘::- Ial.‘ii
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breaft of the jury, to confider of the degree of credic they will give to every witnefs,
Let him be in all lightsa legal witnefs, you are ftill to be the judges of his credic ; if
u think that a man, becaufz he liftened ro this tale fo many days, and difclofed it as
heard it, to the great officers of ftate, and has difclofed it now in a court of juftice,
is a man to whom belief cannot be given, in thatcafe to be fure you will fet afide his
teftimony : but if you fee no ground to {uppole that the man has {poke untruch, you

cannot then reject his teftimony.

Gentlemen, the trial has lafted aleeady very long ; the fumming up has alfo been
long. I have endeavoured, as | have gone on, 10 lay together fome of the many cir-
cumitances of this cale for your conflideration; and 1 do aflure the Prifoner, as well as
you, that if I had found myfelf enabled in my conicience to have ftated any thing more
favourably for him, Iwould have been the firlt to have done it.  But I am fitting here
to do equal juitice between the public and the Prifoner 3 and | was therefore bound w
make thofe obfervations which | have done, becaute they ftrike my conicience, as bein
neceffary and material. I thank God, however, gentlemen, that you are to judge o
thefe circumftances ; you are to lay them all together, and draw your conclufion from
them; and if you believe thar there is fuch a train following one another, I had almoft
faid fo irrefiftibly, as that you cannot doubt that in the firft place the fire did happen by
thefe combuftibles, and then that the Prifoner was the perfon who laid thofe com-
butibles there, Ifhould fuppofe you can have no doubt but that he fet this building
on fire wilfully and malicioufly, If on the other hand you fhould feel, though there are
a great number of circumftances tending in fome degree to the proof of the faét, that
your minds are not fatisfied that it comes home to the Prifoner, if you are of that opi-
nien, you ought to exercife the jurifdiétion which you have, and acquit the Prifoner. -

I will fay one thing more, and only one; you are bound by your oaths to give a
true verdit ; and if the circumitances of the cale appear to you decidedly ﬂmng. you
will of courfe give your verdi€t on that fide on which they preponderate; bur if you'
fhould think that they are Rtill o doubtful, as that f'{uu cannot fatisfy your minds this
was the very man who did the fac, in that cafe, in favour of life, you ought to acquit
him. -

The Fury almeoft immediately pronounced the Prifoner, GUILTY,

The Prifoner was then afked, in the wfual form, what-be bad to fay why fentence o Death
Fould not be paffed upon bumy to which be replied, « 1 havt."_'*,'-l-~ A ! »
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Me.: BARON HOTH A M

Prifoner,

You have been indi@ted, tried, and convifted of a crime, which the law of this
" country has thoughe fic to make capital, and now the moft painful moment thac I
have undergone in the courfe of this trial is arrrived ; for it is my duty to pafs upon
you thav dreadful fentence. 1 fhall not interrupt thofe feelings, which 1 truft you
have, by talking to you of the enormity of the offence, which you have commirted ;
becauir it is impofiible for me, or any man who hears me, to add a word by way of
aggravation to 1t: and it has this in particular about ir, that ic cannot have been
commizted from any motives of private malice, revenge, or lucre. It can have pro-
ceeded only from a general mnl;lf,ni:y of mind, which has broke out in a defire and a
defign, not only to ruin one devoted individual, but to involve every one of this
audience, nay the whole Englifh nation, perhaps, in immediate ruin. You cannot
therefore be furprifed that the law has thought fit to punifh fuch a crime with death.
You can as litrle be furprifed, if, after you have been convicted upon the clearelt evi-
dence.of this offence, I can give you no hope of pardon. * [t is impoffible for me tofay a
word in your behalf : and therefore I mulﬁ entreat and conjure you, in the moft folemn
manner, to prepare yourfelf during the few days you have to live, to meet the great
God in another world, and to afk him there for that pardon, which you could not
receive in this ; there it will be worth receiving : and attrocious as your crime has
been, fhort as the time is that you have to live, a fincere repentence now on your part,
may, and [ hope in God will procure you mercy at his hands. [ fay all this not to
taunt or diftrels you in your prefent unhappy fituation, but merely from motives of
humanity and religion. For you cannot be fuffered to live in this world; you muik
die, and that within a very few days. And therefore, before you go into eternity, for
your foul's fake, do what you can, that that eternity may be an eternity of blifs inftead
of milery. I have only now to pronounce the painful + fentence of the law which Iam
bound to do, and | accordingly adjudge and order that you be hanged by the neck
until you fhall he dead, and the Lord have mercy upon your foul.

Prifoner. My Lord, I am exceedingly well fatisfied.

* The Prifoner faid, ** I do not look for it my Lord.™
' 4 When his Lordthip mentioned the word paiwfi/, the Prifoner faid ** joy/ul”



-
- =
; Wi

Esgl:‘rk.
(C.  O<p ¥y

The voluntary Confeffion of }'mscﬂﬂhh,aﬂ'ﬂ;m}ng called Fobn :;i;

: : “* Raintery mow a Prifoner sn the County Gaol of Seuthampi

City of Wincheflet. yder " Sentence of Death,, for burning rhe Dock-yard at Pw:hagﬁ
. raken this Twenly-eighth Day.of March, 1777 3
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SAITH, that he was born at Edinburgh, the 28th of S:piEEnt?tr, I?-'gz_, his mo-

ther now living, as he believes. Curiofity led him to Virginia, in America, atthe .

age of twenty-one, as an adventurer to feck his fortune.—Left America in March,
1775¢

In Oétober, 1775, by the name of James Bofwell, inlifted a private foldier in the
thirty-fecond regiment at Gravefend—marched to Chatham next day, from whence he
foon deferted ; was not concerned in the fire in Temple-Street, Briftol, nor privy ro it
—Broke into Mr. Maorgan's warehoufe at Briftol alone ; no perfon concerned with him
in that, or any other accident, that enfued in that city.—He intended to fet fire to two
houfes in Portfmouth, in order to employ the engines, whilft the fire might ] in
the rope-yard.—Broke into Mr. Morgan's warehoule at Briftol, in order to ity
that the engines might be there employed, whillt the fhipping were burning and the
quay, for which purpofe, be left a lighted candle burning in the faid warchoufe; and,
. becaufe that fire did not take effect, he afterwards fer fire to the warchoufe in Quay-
lane, by getting over the top of the door.—Mz:. Deane told him, when the work was
done (meaning burning the Dock-yards at Portfmouth, Woolwich and Briftol har-
bour, but not the houles) he fhould make his efcape, and come, if poffble, to him
at Paris, and he fhould be rewarded. As a reward, his own expeftations prompted
him to hope, that he fhould be preferred to a commiffion in the American army.

When after fetting fireto the rope-yard, he lefe Portfmouth {fm wit) the next mglu:,

being Sunday—he reached London, and went to Doétor Bencraft, No, %-ﬂﬂ-nx 2

ftreer, Weltminfter, to whom he had a verbal recommendation from Mr. Deane,
gave himat Paris the Doftor’s name in writing, and place of abodes; but the Do&tor
would give him no countenance, and therefore did not relate the particularsof the mif-

“chief he had done to him, but hinted to him, that he would foon fee or hear by the

papers of an extraordinary accident that had happened.

And he afterwards wrote fuch an account in a“letter to him, which he left himfelf at
the Ioétor’s houfe with a perfon who came to the door, which for the fake of truth he
relates, and without intention of cafting any llar on @c-wrsﬁm of an innocent man.

That he faw the Doftor the day following in the Salopian coffec-houfe, dnd told him
l'.h?.t he would do all the prejudice he could to this kingdom ; to which the Doflor re-
plied, * he could not be of opinion with him in that refpeft, for that he got his bread
i this kingdom, and therefore would not be concerned with him,” And feeing chat
the Doétor did not approve of his conduét, he hoped he would not inform againit him,
to which the Doétor faid, * he did not like to inform againft any man.” When at
Paris, he was affifted by Mr. Deane with twelve fix livre piecgs ; he afked for no more,
neither did he receive from him any Bank bill, drafe or note whatever,

After leaving London (to wit) at High Wycombe, he broke into a houfe,. and took
away a few linens, confiffing 0f caps,: bandkerchiefs, but nothing of value. . He then
went to Oxford, from thence to Abingdon, where he attempted to break into two
houfes, hlverlmiths or watchmakers, but without effeét. From thence he went to
Fairford, where he broke into a houfe, and took from thence a number of ftockings
and handkerchiefs, and a metal watch, and near fifty fhillings in filver and halfpence :

the watch he pledged for fixteen fhillings, in the name of James Hill, ata pawnbrokers -

in Caftle-fireet Briftol. After this, without attempting any thing, but having pmﬁpar:d
fome of his ingredients, he went from Briftol to Plymouth, 1:?:11 intent to fet fire to
the dock-yard there; twice he reached the top of the wall, bue the watchmen' bei

near, he could hear them talk wogether, efpecially the laft night, therefore he defifted ; :

he never cﬂmmi'gtcd, or aitempted to commit any robbery, but when he was like to
be drove fhort of money. ‘

Afﬁr

ut

i









