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THE DEDICATI(}_N.

thereof in any single person) unnecessary and burdensome to

the liberty and publick Interest of this Nation! This pleased
their palats, whose proper Advance, and not the common Good
was sought after ; and thercfore one King was more then laid
aside, to whom all Allegiance was die, and Forty Tyrants set
up to whom we owe 1o allegiance at all. Great Monarch, Man
proposeth, but God disposeth ; and therefore after a dark and
tedious night of care and anxiety, hath reduced and plac'd you
in your proper sphere, like to @ morning Sun and Sun of Justice,
to drive away our cares and rectifie our miseries by this your au-

spicious refurn, assured hope shines in us, that the Prophesie is
fullfil’d, Carolus i Carolo descendens erit Carolo Magno Major.

This ensuing Treatise will lay open and unfold the manner of
Great Brittains Government, which was ever Princely, (contrary
to this Chymerical Anarchy) the which your Majesties most
Saithful and humble Subject with much of fear and reverence
(as being too rustick and homely to appear before so great a
Majesty) offers up, begging of Almighty God to grant You a long
and happy Reign, Fruitful and Princely Off-spring, adorned
with all Vertues and heroick Endowments to Succeed You ; that
You may say with the Prophetical King and Kingly Prophet,
Blessed be the Lord my God, who hath caused my Eyes to
see this day, that one of my own Loyns shall sit upon my
Throne. And for this all Loyal Subjects ought pray ; and so
shall he incessantly, who is, :

Your MAJESTIES
Most Loyall

And Obedient Subject,

B B






To the Reader.

(at least as now they are) and hath so little affinity and resemblance
of them, that its improbable from them to have either extraction or deriva-
tion : They I think do not judge amiss, who affirm that amongst the rest,
it received its first being at the confusion of Babel, for it sounds most
after the Fastern way, having little or no congruence, or affinity with the
West, unless some few words scattered and left by the subduing Roman,
and so lately contracted and intermingled by the daily commerce of the
English : some out of Casar will infer a consequence that the Gallic and
Brittish language were the same, when he saith Gallis in more positum )
ut qui Druidum disciplinam diligentius cognoscere vellent, in aduversam Bri-
tanmiam ad Druides proficiscerentur, quod eis nihil profuisset nisi idem his cum
illis fuisset sermo, cum Druides libris non uterentur sed omnia viva voce expli-
carent + but this signifies little to perswade that the language of these
two Nations was the same ; for the language in which the Druides taught
their mysteries, was that of Greece: Carmina multa millia interdum vigints
annorum sludio cogebantur ediscere, qui eorum discipline se tradidissent,
qua Greca fuisse mon temere quis conjecerit @ so that the inference is, that
those of Gallia, learned from the Brittish Druides, the use and speech of
the Greek tongue only. It is no sufficient proofe to alledge that the
continent was first inhabited, and that from thence the Islands took their
language, for it is very probable, that some Islands as being the most
cafe and securest places, were even with the first inhabited. Which
Theophilus seems to intimate concerning Brittain ; and sacred writ tells
us, that the Islands towards the North were allotted to the off-spring of
Japhet, amongst which some learned Authors place Brittain : Those who
endeavour to make good that the Brittains borrowed their Janguage from
the Latines, let them stop their mouths' with this ; Prisca Italie lingua
sub priscis Italie regibus quicunque fuerint wsurpata, Dorice similis Sfuisse
dicitur, ejusque initio magna fuit sterilitas que a poetis Ennio, Plauto, Pacu-
vio, & aliis, ab Historiographis & mazime ab Oratoribus detersa est, facta a
vicinis mutuatione vel novis ercogilalis vocibus. And again, sed & veieres
Latini summa lingue inopia laborantes, tum ob aliorum populorum in jus ci-
vitatis admissorum linguis infinita sumpsisse dicuntur, tum mazime a Gracis
& Etruscis quos Aramaxa vel Syriaca olim usos credunt, & voces Latinas que
hodie habentur, non errarit si quis censeat esse Tusce originis. So that we
see the Latines more fit to borrow, then to lend : some may say that many
Brittish words, sound Latin like, tis true, Est mafura hominum novitalis
avide. The Prittains call that Rhoud, which the Latines call Rofa, in
English a wheel, not that they wanted a significant word in their own lan-
guage, for they have two, Troel and Obwyn, they call that Porth, which
the Romans call Portam, yet can they if they please call it as properly

Moreb :



To the Reader.

Moreb : As for their borrowing words from the Greeks, the like reason
may be given : Moreover Bladud, when he went to Athens to apply him-
self to the study of Philosophy, at his return, brought with him many
learned Gracian Philosophers, who being conversant with the Druides,
communicating with them in points of doctrinalls, many greek words
might become familiar with the Brittains. The most constant opinion is,
that before the confusion of Babel the Hebrew was the sole and only lan-
guage, and in that grand confusion, the Brittish questionless was one, pro-
bably used in Phrigia where Troy stood, and from thence conveyed unto
this our Island. There was a People in Italy, in those places which we
now call Calabria and Naples, called Brufii from the name of Brutus ;
whose nomenclation and language differed very little from that of the An-
cient Brittains : this people after the destruction of Troy was brought into
Italy by Nestor, where the Pylians built a City called Mefapontus ; the
Brutii built another, naming it Neva T'roja, after by the Tarentines call'd
Heraclea. So our Brittains in this our Island built Troy Novant now Lon-
don, both taking their name from Brutus, and both having the like affec-
tion to the memory of old Troy. As concerning Brufus his coming hither,
(having more at large spoken of it, in the ensuing history) I will only here

insert this out of our own records.
In the time of King Edward 1. at Lincolne, where held a Parliament,
after much diligent search of Antiquities and due examination, as the
greatest matter of right of a Kingdom required : Apologitical letters were
gent to the Pope of Home, sealed with an hundred seals and witnesses thus.
Rex Anglie ex deliberato concilio apud Lincolniam convocato pro jure suo de-
clarando, literam hujus tenoris rescripsit centum sigillis signatam : wherein is
declared and justified that in the time of Hely and Samuel the Prophet,
Brutus a Trojan landed here, and by his own name called the Country
Britannia, before named Albion : De nomine suo Britanniam sociosque suos
Britones appellavit : and having three Sons, Locrinus, Albanactus, and Cam-
ber, at his death devided the Island into three parts or provinces. Loegria,
now England, (though Welsh keep the old name) was given to Locrinus
the eldest Son ; Albania, Scotland, to Albanact the second Son. Cambria,
now mis-called Wales, to Camber his third Son. Locrine primogenito dedit
illam partem que quondam Loegria, nunc vero Anglia nominatur ; Albanacto
Jilio Secundo dedit Albaniam, que nunc Scotia vocitatur ; Cambrio vero tertio
filio dedit Cambriam, que Wallia appellatur, reservala Locrino regia dignitate ;
this conjecture may suffice for this business, it being testified by so many
Domesticall and forrain, private and publick witnesses, that this his tri-
partite division was here from the begining, and the first name of Brittain
given by Brutus. Other remarkable things might have been added to this
C History,
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say with the Royall Psalmist, Our lives are fallen in pleasant places, yea we have a pleasant Ta-
heritance ; which whatsoever by the goodness of God and industry of man it is now, yet our
English Poet hath truly described unto us the first face thereof, thus:

The Land which warlike Brilinizes now possesse,
“dnd therein have their mighty Fmpires raisd,
I uiciend Hime s Srvage ilderness,
Unpeapl'dy wnmanur'd, unprov'd, unprais'd.

And albeit the Ocean doth at this present thrust itsclfe hetween Doverand Calice di.vi.di:g
them with a deep and vast entrenchment, so that Brittaine is thereby of a supposed Penisle
made an Island ; yet divers have stifly held that once it was joyned by an arm of Land to the
Continent of Gallia, to which opinion Mr. Spencer further alluding thus closeth his Stanza,

Ne rwas it Jland then, we roas i prais'd.
Amid the Ocean waves, ne was it sought
Of Merchants furr for profits therein prais'd,
wt s alf desolute, and of sme thought
By Sea have been from the Celtick winlnd-Tronght.

Which was a matter meetly conjecturall (because it is not {:lain that there were no Tlands nor
hills before Noahs flood.) I leaveat large Firgil, sure of all the Poets the most learned ; when
describing the Shield which Pulcan forged (in Virgils brain) for JEneas, he calls the Morini
le about Calice) the outmost men, doth onely mean, that they were Westward the fur-
thest inhabitants upon the Gontinent; signifying withal, that Britaine as being an Hand lay
out of the world, but yet not out of the knowledee of men; for the commaodities thereof invited
the Famous Greek L;Juh;suies of Merchants which dwelt at Marsilia in France to venture
hither, as hath been well observed out of Strabe.
And as Julius Caesar was the first loman which ever gave an attempt to Conguer it, so will
we close its prayses, with a late Epigram concerning the outward Face of the Isle, and the

_ motive of Ceesars coming thither.
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Alibions kigh Tbﬂl her woody Tocks fore-shew. :
With quires of chauting birds, those woods resanmling =
Her ngmm amil meadvrces elad in verdinnt hie
Mendowes and Detens with flocks and heards abonnding.
Latium had greater wealth, yef Ceesac i'hmlr%j-l',
Ta Brittish glory Latiums wealth was naig

Our most ancient Historians begin with Brute, and so continué the succession of Kings
till CHARLES the First; which Brutus divided the Kingdome into three parts: To Loeri-
aus he gave Loegria now England, to Camber his second sonne he gave Cambria now Wales,
and to Albanist or Albanact, Albania now Seatland.

Ptolomy naming Britaine the great and the less, hath been by some mistaken, as so divid-
ine the Island into two parts; but his proportion and distance from the Equater, com
with his Geographical description will evince, that he calleth this our Island Great Britaine,
and Ireland Brittaine the lesse.

Howbeit some later writers indeed do make the Seth and more Champion to be called
Great Britaine, and the North and more Mountanous, Britaine the lesse: whose Inhabitants
were Anciently distinguished into Majate, and Caledonii, and now by the Seofs are into High-
land-men, and Low-land-men ; but the orthern Clime being more piercing for the Remmns
constitutions, and lesse profitable and fruitful, they set their bounds not farre from Edenburgh,

iond. and altogether neglected the other parts of Scotland more North-wards.

The nearer part of Brittaine they sub-divided into two parts, for the more Southern tract
together with Wales, Dio termeth the higher, and that more North-ward the lower, as by the
seats of their Legions may appeare; For the second Legion call'd Augusta (which kept at
Caerlesn in South-wales) and the twentieth called Fictriz (w ich remained as some say at Ches-
#er’) he placeth in the higher Brittaine: but the sixth Legion named also Fictriz resident at
York served as he Wlilﬂ'ﬁl in lower Brittaine, which division as seemeth, was made by Seve-
rus the Emperor, who having vanquished Albinus General of the Brittaines, and reduced
their state under his Obedience, divided the Government thereof into two Provinces, and
placed two Prefects over them.

After this again, the Romans did proportion Brittaine into three parts, whose limits our
great Antiquary assigneth by the Arc riopiscopal seats, grounding his conjecture on t'lmsa:-;il;g
of Pope Lucius who affirmeth, that the Eeclesiasticall Jurisdictions of the Christians accord
with the precincts of the Roman Magistrates, and that their Arch-Bishops had their Sces in
those Cities wherein their Presidents aboad, so that the Ancient seats of the three Arch-hishops
here, being London in the East, Caerleon in the West, and Forkin the North, Londons :]iomsula

seemeth
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scemeth made Brittania prima, Caerleon Brittannia secunds, and York Mavime Cesa-

FIERSLS,

But in the nextage, when the power of the presidents began to grow over great, they again

 devided Brittaine into five pnrls,P:t]din to the three furgefrll’ﬁkﬁg:; and ﬂﬂmﬁmﬁ;
‘the first of which two scemeth to have bin the Northerly part of Maxima Casariensis, reco-
wered from the Picts and Scots by Theodosius the Generall under Falens the Emperour, and
in honour of him named Falentia ; and Flavia may be conjectured to receive the name from

Flavius the Emperour (sonne of Thesdosius) for that we read not of the name Brittannia Flavia

before his time. '

So as these five partitions had their limits assigned after this manner.  Brittania prima con-
tained those coasts that lay betwixt Thamesis and Severne, and the Brittish sea.  Brittannia
secunda extended from Severse to the Irish sea, containing the Countrey which we now call
Wales. Flavia Casariensis was that which lay betwixt %hc Rivers Humber and Tyne ; and
Falentia from the said Tyne and Picts wall reached to the Rampire neer Edcﬂ-ﬁn;'g-’-' in Seotland,
the furthest part that the Romans possessed when this division was in use.  For the severall
people inhabiting all those parts with their ancient names and borders (whether designed b
the Romans or old Britains) together with our modern names and Shires, answerable to each
of them, you may read in Mr. i;eﬂf, Ortelins, and othors.

The wgl}it province of Brittain, as in our Histories doth appear, was highly esteemed by
the Emperors themselves, assuming as a glorious sirname, Brittannicus, coming thither in per-
son over those dangerous, and scarce known Seas; here marrying, living, and dying; enact-
ing here Laws for the whole Empire, and giving to those Captains, who served here, many
Ensigns of great honours: yea Clandins gave Plautius the first Prefect of that Province, the
right hand as he accompanied him in his Triumphs ; and his own Triumph of Brittain was
set out with such magnificence, that the Provinces brought in golden Crowns of great weight,
the Governours commanded to attend, and the very Captains permitted to be present at the
same. A maval Coronet was fixed upon a pinacle of his Palace : Arches and Trophees were
raised in Rome, and his self upon his knees mounted the stairs into the Capitol, sup-

by his two sons in Law; so great a joy conceived he in himself for the Conquest of so
small a portion of Brittain.

How the Romans found it, held it, and left it, God willing I will endeavour in this ensu-

ing Treatise, to lay open to the Readers view.

{{II'I}F, and those as different, have been the opinions of men both learned and skilfull in
History, nn:nm!ming the Nomenclation, or name of this Island. Sir Thomas Eliot, a sound and
able Antiquary, takes it from a Greek Fountain or Spring, to wit from =glasiz, but what his
coneeit was for this derivation, I mean not to beat my brains about it, being too far off to look
after. Mr. Floyd, or Lioyd, a Cambro-Brittaine, and one who for his knowledge may justly
challenge an eminent place amongst our Antiquaries, will give the honour to his own Lan-

age, and tels us thatitis derived from PRID-CAIN, a fair and beautifull form or prospect,
and thinks he hath hit the nail on the head. Pomponius Latus will fetch it out of drmorica, or
little Brittain, but let him be merry with bis conceit, whilst Becanus his brain being full of
conception, brings forth another issue, called Mrs. Bridania, for that the Danes wandering to
finde new habitations named this Isle so, putting Brye, for Free, as it were, Free-Denmark :
and yet our Histories speak not of any Danes inhabiting this Kingdom, till long after Chris-
tianity flourished, which those cruel Pagans most cruelly persecuted : by reason of which
villanies and outrages by them committed, it might rather be called the Captived, and en-
thralled Demmark, then Denmark the free.  Others will have it denominated from Prutenia,
a Province or Region of Germany. Another good fellow, as it seems will have it called Brit-
tmmia from Brithin, which as dtheneus tels us, was a certain kinde of drink which the Grecians
much used ; yet I am confident neither the Brittains, nor the Welch (though their Cwee
exceeded even Greece it self, if we speak of Liquor) were never so addicted to bibbing as to
new name their Country in an Alehouse, nor after any sort of Tipple whatsoever. Another to
dash out the brains of this monstrous birth, will have it to be called Britéannia from a sort
of people in Jtaly called Brutii.

ncerning the Inhabitants Mr. Cambden saith, they are of a most excellent composure of
body, singular wits, modest, and civil manners, and most haughty stomacks and courage,
whose admirable vertue and prowess both in Civil and Martial atfairs, is most manifest to the
whole world.

As for their manners and customs of this Isle before the Inhabitants were Civilized, Authors
write diversly. Dio Niceus saith, they Till or Plow not their Fields, but live by ]Prl:ﬁ and
hunting, and such fruits as the Trees naturally produce. Fish, although nature hath fur-
nished them with great plenty, they make no use of, They live for the most part in Pavil-
lions, or Flutes, naked, and without shoes ; their wives are in common, and so they breed up
their children : The Commens for the most part bear the sway ; thieving is a pastime, they
war in Chariots, and though their horses be but small, yet very fleet.  The foot men are very
agileand nimble : their Arms a Buckler or small Shield, with a Javelin, at whose lower end or
butt is a pomel hollow, which, whilest they offend, maketh a noise, and terrificth the enemy,
they bave also daggers or poniards ; but above all with singular patience they endure hung;aj.
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cold, and labour ; insomuch that plunged in deep Marishes, or Pools, even to the very neck,
for divers days together they endure hunger wit;x great resolution : In the Woods, the rinds
of Trees and Roots suflice for food. They make @ certain kinde of meat, of which whoso-
ever shall take a quantity of a Bean, for a long time shall neither thirst nor be huniry.

New fashioned apparel, nay even the ordinary use of Garments is altogether unknown i
them, only they deck their necks and shoulders, as also their wastes with Iron, taking as
much pride and content in that adornment, as did the Barbarians in their gold : Their bodics
denicted with the forms of all kinde of Animals, so that to put on cloaths was deemed pre-
judicial, lest thereby these pictures should be hid. A Nation most warlike, and thirsty after
Blood and slaughter ; content with a small Shield and Javelin, yet 'h:wqun sword appendent
to their naked bodies : brest plate, or helmet they undervalue as obstacles and impediments
to the passing over Fords and Rivers. -

Plinie treating de Magia, or Art Magick, saith that the Brittains so admirably honoured it
with uncough Ceremonies, that they may seem to have sent it unto the Persians. Another
Author saith, that the Brittains farexceed the French in Stature and bigness of body : affirm-
ing, that he himself had seen Brittish youths in Reme to surpass their tallest men in hei it at
least half a foot, Diodorus Siculus saith, Brittains spend their time after the custom of their
ancient Forefathers; and in wars used Chariots, as did the Grecians in time of the Trojan
war (and who knows, but that custom might be continued from their first founder Brutus.)
Their houses compact of wood, reed, or thatch; their sheafs of Corn they stored under dry
roofs, threshing out every day as much as served for present use; honest and just in conver-
sation, much differing from the subtilty and cunning of our men, content wit ordinary and
indifferent Diet, detesting the gurmandizing of gluttons and Epicures ; the Isle replenished
with multitude of men.

In matters concerning the Inhabitants of this Isle, Mr. Cambden is very copious, pmdu!:'mﬁ
several opinions; but 1 finde no Commander in chief, whether King, Duke, or Genera
named {?rme excepted) of whom he saith, shall I (so mean a man) give a determinate sen-
tence in so weighty a matter? I leave it to the Senate of Antiquaries undecided. In the
mean time I deny not Brute, but leave every one to lis own best liking and opinion. 5o
that it is manifest Mr. Cambden, naming no other principal Commander or Guide of that peo--
ple, who first Colonized and Inhabited this Land, doth not altogether deny Brute, but leaves it
to the Counsell, Consent and Decree of the Learned Parliament and Senate of Antiquaries.
Let us hear what others write, Mr. Broughton out of an old Brittish History saith, Having
thus invincibly proved by all Antiquities, that there were among the Gentiles, especially in
this Kingdom of Brittain, not only Llameus but Arch-flamens, and they seated in the principal
fvnruing Cities in several Provinces, and how after the coming of Christ, even trom the

postles time, and by their Ordinance and Institution, their Residences were to be chan
into Archiepiscopal, or Metropolitan chicf’ commanding Sees in the Christian Religion : I we
had no other particular proof in_this but in general terms. St. Edwards Laws, the testimony
of Gildas, Nonnius, the Antiquitics of Landaff, St. fsiodere, who as Pope Eleutherits also
calleth this Nation, Gens Bruti, the off-spring and Nation of Brute; Thonas Archbishop of
York a Norman by birth, in time of King William the first, Thaliessianus above a thousand
years since ; William of Malmesbury, Hm:;_gl;fifﬂumiugfm (o werlteris Calenes, Siziberius, with
many others before Galfrid Mon. wrote, : Vicunnius himself with innumerable after both
of this and other Nations, and publick Parliament; as that in the time of Edward the first
at Lincoln, who after most diligent search of Antiquities, and due examination as the greatest
matter the right of a Kinﬁﬁ:;m required, sent his Apologetical Letters to the Pope of
Rome sealed with an hundred Seals and Witnesses, wherein is declared and justified that in
the time of Hely and Samuel the Prophets, Brutus the Trojan landed here, and by his own
name called the Country Britannia before named Albion. And having three sons, Locrius,
Camber and Albanact did at his death divide the Land into three parts or portions; rid
now England to Locrinus, his eldest Son: Canlria Wales to Ca : and Adlbania Scotland
to Albanact. This might suffice for this business, but being testified by so mavy Domestical
and Forreign, private and publick witnesses, that the Tripartite division was here from the
first name and beginning of Brittain, we must needs for every several part and Provinee as-
sigm a several Government and order therein, as their Rulers and Governers were divers and
distinct.

But our Antiquaries carrie us further, and inform us that not only London, Caer anil
Vark, were the several chief Cities in this division, but the Kings which founded them for
such, ordained them likewise to be the Seats and Residencics of three several Archflamens, or
Protoflamens: for the glory and nobleness of London, thereupon named Awgusta, it is the
common opinion of Antiguities, thatitis the most ancient Citie of this Iland builded by Bru-
tus, as not only the Brittsh History, Galfridus, Vicunnius, and our English Antiquaries after
them, but Gildas, Sigibertus, and others sufficiently witness: And except Mr. Stow be deceived
in his Authors, FEthieusan old Pagan Philosopher testificth no less, affinning that Brufus named
this Kingdom Brittasnia ; and John Harding in his plain Verses, with others liecordeth,
low he there from the very first beginning, Instituted an Archflamens Scat.
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