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OF CORNWALL It

vegetation is at a ftand till the tone of the veflels is reftored.
Under fhelters, and at a few miles diftance from the fea, trees
fuffer lefs; but all, I think, in fome degree, as they fhew by
leaning from the fea winds; fo that without great induftry in
raifing fhelters, and great attention to the care and repair of them
when rais'd, we are not likely to fee our hills planted, nor hedge-
rows of tall trees make a figure in Cornwall, as they do in fome
countics, though farther from the fun, becaufe lefs expofed to

. the fea blafts.

Qur winters in Cornwall are far milder than in any part of SECT.V.

England : Myrtles, of whatever kind, are in no want of green-
houfes, and if now and then, through the feverity of an extra-
ordinary cold feafon, their upper {hoots are killed by the froft, cut
them off near to the ground, and they will fprout plentifully in
the fucceeding {pring, and make as good plants as they were before.
We have no fhowers of exceffive large hail in Cornwall, as they
have in the inland parts, and fnow feldom lies more than three
or four days, which is to be attributed partly to our fea-air, which
yields not nitre and other fharp falts, in fufficient quantity to
make our frofts and congelations in the atmofphere extreme and
lafting, and partly, but in lefs degree, to our latitude, which is
the fouthernmoft of all England. However, when the winters are
more than ufually cold in other parts of the Ifland, Cornwall
feels it in proportion to it’s climate and marine fituation. In the
year 1739, at Chriftmas began a moft violent cold, after two or
three days of bluftering North Eaft Winds : on the 29th of De-
cember it froze very hard, the next day it began to fnow, and the
windows of my little greenhoufe being accidentally open, the
Orange trees and Jeflamines were killed to the very roots by the
next morning; the extremity of the weather lafted a full month,
and the fnow lay in fome corners of the fields full two months ;
but fuch winters are feldom known in Cornwall. In the year 1753,
the Mercury in Farenheit's Thermometer was not under forty de-
grees. In the year 1756, not lower than thirty nine, which was
December the thirty firft, in hard froft.

As our winters are ufually mild, our Spring for the fame reafon
fhews itfelf early in buds and bloffoms, but I think it's progrefs
is not fo quick as elfewhere; for as there is a languid kind of Spring
throughout the winter, (chiefly, indeed, in the funny {outhern lands)
the fpring feafon cannot be faid to be fo early in other counties as
in Cornwall ; but when the winter is over, and the Spring begins in
other mediterranean counties, I a end, it makes much ftronger
efforts, and quicker advances, than with us; the repofe of the

winter,
























































































































































































































OF CORNWALL 78

of bogs*; and where this covering is thin, the fands are dangerous
in proportion to the depth of the bogs underneath. Where the
fands are only quick at particular times, as at Heyl in Penwith, and
on the ftrand betwixt Penzance and Marazion, and elfewhere, the
alteration is owing to wind and fea: in calm weather, fands ‘fettle,
grow firm and compaé ; but a violent ftormy fea will ftir and fhift
the ffratum of fand, condenfe and accumulate it in fome places,
and in others leave the fratum fo rare and diluted, that it cannot
bear the weight of man or horfe, which muft therefore fink into
thofe places whence the fand is difperfed, dill they come to that
which has not yet been moved by the ftorm.

In fome places, but icularly in the parith of Conftantine, secr.viL
in Cornwall, may be obferved a ffrarumof gritty large-grained fand, mf“
{pread under the vegetable foil, on the top of the frata of moor-
ftone ; for that our moorftone lies in /fraza, notwithftanding any
affertions to the contrary, will be fufficiently proved in the following
pages. This fand is exactly of the fame colour and fubftance as the
moorftone below it ; fo that, till it is ftirred from its natural pofi-
tion, to the eye it appears as moorftone. Some Naturalifts have
fuppofed this fand to Eave been fretted off from the moorftone, on
which it lies, by the waters of the univerfal Deluge ; but (fuppofing
the waters of the Deluge of fufficient force to have effeéted fuch a
feparation, which is far from being agreed upon) upon examination,
thefe fandy particles in a microfcope feem too fharp and angu-
lar to have undergone fuch a trituration : befides, they are not placed
{pecifically, as to weight and fize, with large rounded pebbles in-
termixed, as they would have been if they had been feparated from
the furface of ftones, and afterwards depofited by the waters of the
Deluge : 1 fhould therefere rather imagine thefe fands to have been
natural, and fome of the primary concreted materials of which
moorftone appears to have been formed, and that moorftone confifts
only of the fame grit, cemented into ftone by a cryftal bafis; that
the bafis, which forms all ftone, was more abundant below in the
bowels of the earth, than near the furface (as appears by the gene-
rality of foffils being of a more compaé confiftence the deeper we
dig) " ; that, from a deficiency of this cement or bafis near the
furface, as well as the interfering powers of air, heat, and cold, this
fandy grit never was fixed into flone, but always remained in the
prefent incoherent {tate.

But the fituation of fands moft difhicult to be accounted fur, SECT. VIIL
according to the theories at prefent moft favourably thought of, is Sea-fand
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OF CORNWALL 83

Blown fand, * which has been long expofed to the air, is good for Blown fand.
little, it's falts are fo wafted by wind and rain, and it’s lime fo
evapourated ; but take the like fized, coloured, and textured fand,
wafhed by the fea every tide, or covered from the air, and the huf-
bandman is well rewarded both in corn and grafs. The {lime mixed Stiny find.
with fands, if earthy, and the produ@ of putrified leaves, wood,
and animal remains, will much enrich the foil, but if the offeafts
of ftamping mills, or the fediment of mines, their acrimonious
mineral juices are mortal enemies to vegetation.----When fand is sparry fand.
of a fparry calcarious fubftance, and will ferment with acids (as
the fand of Heyl and of fome other places will) then it a@s as lime,
and does of itfelf fertilize the ground in proportion to the lime
which it contains, Better flill is that fand which is plentifully mixed Shelly fand.
with fhells and their fragments, for as fhells are of the nature of
lime, moulded and fixed into a fhell by an unéuous cement, {fuch
fand, in proportion to the fhells it contains, will give the heat of
lime and the fatnefs of oil to the land it is laid upon. Of this fand
they have fome in the iflands of Scilly, which good hufbandmen
find their account in preferring (though at a greater diftance) to
their other fands. In Cornwall, Whitfand-bay fand in Sennan pa-
rifh has fome fragments of fhells, and fometimes entire {mall fhells
among it, it rifes and plays up and down in agua fortis, and makes
a moderate cffervefcence like fpar, but that which has the moft
fhells, as far as I am yet informed, is that of Porcurnow Cove,
near the Land’s-End, which plays brifkly, makes a confiderable
collu&ation, diffolves in agua fortis, and crackles much in the fire.

All thefe fands have more fhells at fome times than other, according
as the winds have been more or lefs favourable to the mixture.

But the beft of all our Cornifh fands, is that which is intimately cori fna.
mixed with coral : In places where this excellent manure is found,
it is taken up by a large bag of the ftrongeft canvas, to the mouth
of which is fitted an iron hoop or frame for keeping it open, and
finking it to the bottom of the fea, fo as it may reccive the fand
and coral as it is dredged along by the bargemen. A barge-load is
ufually deliverd for ten fhillings, or lefs if nearer the place of dred-
ging, and where the land is good a barge-load will drefs an acre of
ground ; it is ufed more for corn than pafture grounds. The ferti-
lizing quality of coral is owing to the fame caufe as that of fhells,
for it is of the fame limy nature, and makes a ftrong effervefcence
with acids, and, being more folid than fhells, conveys a greater
quantity of fermenting carth in equal fpace. Befides, it does not
diffolve in the ground as foon as fhells, but decaying more gradu-
ally continues longer to impart its warmth to the juices of the

* Sand blown up from the fea-fhore upon the lands adjoining.
earth.
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OF CORNWALL. 107

{ea-fhore; nay, fome of thefe inland pebbles are fometimes large
from ten to twenty inches, and fome three and four feet diameter.
The queftion therefore is, Whence this fimilarity of fhape? How
come the inland pebbles to be of that fhape, which, in fuch nu-

- merous inflances as the fea-fhore and rivers afford us, is manifeftly

owing only to the agitation of fea and river-waters. Dr. Wood-
ward (who left few parts of Natural Hiftory unattempted, and
many particulars very fuccefsfully explained) Iabours hard to prove,
that the inland pebbles are indebted to the departing waters of the
Deluge for their roundnefs ; and that thefe waters had the fame ef-
fect upon them as the fea upon thofe of the fhores: but it is very
juftly replied to this opinion, that the departing waters of the deluge
had neither time nor {fufficient force in general, nor violence of
agitation enough in all fituations to produce the effect in queftion;
the caufe therefore affigned is not equal to the effed, and all the
phznomena in pebbles produced by him®, may be rationally ac-
counted for upon much lefs difputable principles=. The truth is,
this pebbly form is either natural or adventitious; where the form
is adventitious, it is owing either to the force of fea or river-waters;
on the fea and river-beach thofe pebbles of the fofter kinds, and
thofe which appear to have been fragments of the adjoining rocks
(or nodules which never arrive to the fize of rocks) owe their
roundnefs to the neighbouring waves ; at the fame time it muft
be confeffed, that many which are on the fhore, as well as moft of
the inland pebbles, are really found in their own original, and natural
form in which they firft concreted. Natural pebbles may be fafely
diftinguifhed from factitious ; firft, by their having a coat or fhell
moftly of an even thicknefs, but of a different colour from the
inward fubftance of the ftone; fecondly, when the pebble has a
nucleus in or near the center, round which the body of the pebble
is formed in frata ; thirdly, when the fibres of the body fpring
like rays from a central point; fourthly, thofe pebbles, which have
nodulous bunches or excrefcencies of equal hardnefs to the reft of
the body, may be looked upon as in the fame ftate and figure which

nature left them in; fifthly, if a pebble ferments with acids, it is

not a natural one (Hill, page 406); but whether this criterion be
conclufive may be queftioned; for I cannot fee why ftones of a
fparry bafe may not be formed into a pebbly figure by the fame

* Jhidem wt fupra & fame time; and by the attraflion of fimi-
* The ftone which Dr. Woodward (ibidems wt  lar pans the lirtle ez were kept together in
7:) lays fo much firefs upon, may  feparate mafics, and the cement, at the fame time
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parting waters of the del “This flone confilts  own limits, yet being both (upple enough to con-
d%ﬁﬂpﬁh%mﬁum form to the force of external bodics, they became
one nodule. No more need be faid, than that  compreffed and rounded, and formed one noduls
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OF CORNWALL 113
an afbeftos lately found in the parith of St. Clare, near the town of

- Lifkerd, by the Reverend Mr. Vofper, in the month of March

TE T

1756. It was firft difcovered about 150 yards, South-Weft of the
church, in an orchard belonging to the vicarage, but afterwards in
feveral ftones of the adjacent grounds; fome of it of a light yellow,
adheres to the outfide of a green hard fandy killas, this is fhort
jointed, and not flexile, but it lies in veins generally, courfing in a
wavy line * through the tender gritty cinereous killas before menti-
oned, page g2. The veins of N i. are of like colour to the mother

. ftone, from the tenth of an inch to three inches wide ; thisis what is

called by Authors ° the whitifh brown filky afbeftos, with long, con-
tinued flat filaments ; it is not equally fine in all the ftones wherein

it appears; in fome famples the afbeftos is very downy, and. the
filaments rife flat and eafily, from one inch to two inches and an

. halflong. N-.ii. Is the amiantus fibris mollibus parallelis facilé fepa-

_— = -

rabilibus of authors’. N, iii. is in its exteriour like decayed willow
wood; in other famples the fibres are three inches long, but more ftony,

rounder, more compact, and heavier, fcarce at all plumous; this
third fort I take to be the Amiantos fibris durioribus in lamellas
craffiares compaliis ponderafus +.

There is another fort mentioned by Grew +, called the ¢ baftard
amiantus which grows in veins in a clay and mundick load between
beds of a greenifh earth in our Cornith mines; the threads being
one third or near half an inch long of a glofly black colour and
brittle.” Of the more downy forts of this ftone, the ancients had
the art of making a kind of cloth refembling linen, it had this fin-
gular property that no fire would injure it, for which reafon it was
called Linum incombreflibile, and the ufe of it was to fhroud the
dead bodies of princes, fo as to preferve their afhes pure, and un-
mixed from thofe of the funeral pile. Pliny lib. xix. chap. 1. fays,
that he had feen napkins made of this linen which after being ufed
at table, were thrown into the fire, and thereby cleaned better than
if they had been wafhed with water. The ancients made alfo
nets of this ftone, and reticulated caps for the head; it was alfo
ufed as wicks for lamps, in which it proved fo retentive of the fire,
that Callimachus at Athens dedicated a golden lamp to Minerva,
which continued burning, by means of the lint of this ftone im-
merfed in oil, for a whole year without being extinguilhed: Paufa-
nias in Atticis, chap. xxvi. A lamp of the fame kind burnt in the
tem&le of Jupiter Hammon ‘. It is to be obferved however, that

wicks for lamps made of the afbeftos do not yicld {o bright a flame
s See plate XXV. fig. xxx. 1 See Linnseus, 167, ihidem.
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OF CORNWALL 131

are entircly to feek for the method of aflaying, and even diftin-
guilhing critically the cobalt from its various mixtures in the mine ;
and till the cobalt is carcfully felected, it will probably be of little
value. In the fame load there is a good deal of Bifmuth, not only
where the cobalt is, but fo prevailing in other parts of the mine,
that it may as juftly be called a mine of bifmuth as of cobalt«; and
bifmuth being of great ufe for hardening and perfeéting pewter,
&c. and many thoufand pounds fent out of the kingdom yearly for
it, this mine will, it is hoped, prove as valuable for its bifmuth as
its cobalt, under proper direétion.

Native rock-falt, or falt from f{prings, or pit-coal, I have never
yet heard of found in Cornwall : thefe feem to be the portion of
other parts of England ; fome countries are favoured with one thing
under the foil, fome with another, and Cornwall has little reafon to
complain of her allotment.

Dr. Woodward * mentions a fulphur-ore from Redruth, and native
{ulphur in a mafs of antimony from a mine in St. Kew parifh", This
is the yellow matter that covers and interlaces the veins of antimony
in the parifh of Endelian: at the mine it is un&uous, and burns

freely with a blue flame ",

But of all our foflils, which are mineral only, (as far as is yet secT.ve:
difcovered ) and not metallic, that which we call Mundic offers itfe]f Of Mundic,
in greateft plenty, every where almoft intermixed with tin, lead,
and copper, but fometimes found making a lode or vein by itfelf
without any metal near it.

This is fometimes called a Pyrites, but better known among Na-
turalifts by the name of Marcafite *, a name proper enough for any
foflil, which, for ought we know at prefent, has only the appear-
ance, mark, or outward teftimonies of metal, {fuch as weight and
colour, but oftentimes ufed as well to exprefs a foflil any-ways re-
markable for the regular figuration of parts, or glitter of its furface.

The Cornith name is- Mundic, from the cleanly fhining appearance
both of its furface and ftruéture, and to this name I {hall confine
mylelf.

This femimetal is varioufly coloured on the outfide with blue, sEcT.viL
green, purple, gold, filver, brafs, and copper-colours; but, exa- gf;“':t and
mining it at the fracture, I find only three diftiné colourings, which

f The bifinuth was quite thrown away till the e ;-"ql. II. Cat. page 17.
learned and fagacious Dr. J. Albert Schlofler, b Jb. page 205 g 3
F. R. 5. came to view it September 8, [;r;ls,whn I Ib. g, 12
extratbed the cobalt tint for glafs and fmalt, and k Jtalicé Marcafita a verbo marcare, to flamp
at the fame time feparated and preferved the  or mark any thing.
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OF CORNWALL 169
lode; g, North-houfe fhaft; 4, Little North-houfe fhaft; 7, Pen-
helic-houfe fhaft; £, water-whim fhaft; /, Huel-dudnans bottoms;
the north lode is marked @ @ @, and dotted, the fouth lode is diftin-
guifhed by perpendicular lines; thefe lodes joining at #, keep con-
tiguous from 4 to 4; then feparate, and are of different widths as
they advance to the eaft, and of different diftances from each other,
as in the plan. The reft of this figure the letters inferted in the
different parts of the ichnography will beft explain in the fequel.

In Fig. 1. which gives the fe@ion of thefe lodes, the height of secr. xir,

the fouth lode is known by the crooked line of fingle dotts at L Z, E:eﬂ

grefs of

the different rifings of the north lode are marked with a lift of dou-
ble dotts or points at M #°. There being a very hopeful difcovery
made at L »#, L Z, and no getting at the riches by reafon of the
water ; the adit, I, I, I, twenty fathoms deep, was driven up to the
lode from the weft, and having the two lodes in the fhaft A at L N,
they work with little expence down to the adit I; but finding the
lode ftill rich, they fink on it down to I P @, fearching the lode to
the eaft and weft as they deflcend, and bringing away the ore from
drift under drift at 4 4 d, where the men work in fopes, that is,
in {feveral degrees or fteps one above another; the figures 1, 3,
4, Thew the mafs of ore L N, 4, almoft exhaufted in this man-
ner, by twelve men working out the lode in twelve ftopes, at s, 6,
7y 8. The miners finding the lode to hold the ore no deeper
than P a, drive to the caftward, fearching the bottom carefully,
till, coming to P 4, they find the ore there to deepen, and purfue
it to the depth of P 4; then drive and fink alternately as the lode
gives encouragement, which in this mine was generally to the eaft-
ward ; but P e thews that the lode was at that time rich to the weft,
which occafioned their purfuing it by that recefs, Whilft one party
of tinners was thus engaged in the bottoms, the chief miners (called
Captains) took the bearing of the lode with a well-approved needle
(which they call dialling the ground), and {funk another fhaft at B,
as more convenient for getting at the lode at Z, and neceflary to give
air to the workmen, and draw the water, lode, and deads from the
workings below at P 4; and fometimes there are three fhafts or
more finking on the lode at one time. Whilft the fhaft B is defcend-
ing to P &, the bottoms are carried forward in a ftep-like manner,
wherefoever the lode invites, and the water permits. It will occur
to the intelligent reader, that the fiffure being cleared of fo much
ore, many vacancies in the mine muft enfue; in thefe vacancies by
putting timbers crofs the fiffure like beams, and laying planks of

* Thefe lodes were of copper and very rich, but the way of working tin and copper-lodes in equal
circumitances is the fame.
" Xx fir

warks.
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fir timber upon them, they difpofe conveniently of a t part of
the deads ', En cconomy T}ﬁchpl?asr two good-effedts ; i%ri?;cs}:ahc ex-
pence of bringing thofe deads up to the furface, and, by filling the
fiflure at proper intervals, it prevents the adjoining frata from prefl-
ing the walls of the fiffure together, which might otherwile be of
fatal confequences, That the common labourers may be employed
without confufion in breaking and raifing the ore, the captains fee
that they be properly difpofed in the feveral parts of the mine; that
they have neceffary tools and implements ready provided; they
are to examine the ftate of the mine, and provide for its fecurity ;
{fee that the adit be found and clear, that the fhafts, hollows and
loofer parts of the mine, be well propped with timber ; they are to
to fee that proper communications be made and maintained between
the feveral works of the mine'; more elpecially are they to infpect
the ores, infift that they may be as fpeedily broke, as carefully fe-

ted from the deads and from each other, and as honeftly

ught up for the owner’s ufe, as may be. But indeed their
chief care, and what requires their conftant {kill and attention, is
the management of the water, which in the Cornifh mines is ge-
nerally very troublefome, every cranny that is cut throwing forth
it’s water into the cavity where the miners work. To obviate this
inconveniency the captain fhould be a kind of engineer, and well
know how to colled, divert, and condu@, as well as raife the
water. It is not expected indeed that the captains of mines fhould
know how to build, repair, or recify the feveral engines; for
fuch purpofes there is a profefled undertaker, or engineer, but the
captain is to take care that the engineer has immediate notice as foon
as any thing goes amifs, that he has proper materials, and without
delay attends to remedy the diforder. In order to this, the water
muft be convey’d over and befide the paflages, and crofs the open-
ings of the mine by fide drifts and gutters, fo as all that poffibly
can may run off by the common drain I, I; what is below that
level muft be colle@ted and drawn up to the adit. Where there
are two lodes (as here, Pl. XVIIL) there muft be dués of commu-
nication, as fa, Qa, Fig. i, which ferve to convey the water of
the north lode into the ciftern e, made in the fouth lode. Y

SECT. XL From fuch cifterns, judicioufly placed, the water is raifed to the

Aydrulic , adit I, I, fometimes by large buckets {in the Cornifh tongue called:

in Comwall. Kibbals) beft managed by the engine called the Whim, confiting of
a perpendicular axis, on which turns a large hollow cylinder of timber

(called the Cage) round which the rope (being direéted down the fhaft

*3ee horizantal planks from § to 6, and from 7 to B, Fig. 1. Lo Pligweii, " Swmm,q_n,l'-‘:'g.n;'}h. :
by
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unfettled, and what tin was raifed, was engroffed and managed by
the érms to the great regret of the barons and their vaffals. The
tin- of Cornwall at this time amounted to no more than one
hundred marks, according to which valuation the Bithop of Exeter
received then in lieu of his tenth part, and ftill receives from the
Duke of Cornwall annually the fum of fix pounds thirteen fhillin
and four-pence”, fo low were the tin-profits then in Cornwall,
whereas in Devonthire the tin was then fet to farm for one hundred
pounds yearly’. King John, fenfible of the languifhing ftate of
this manufaéture, granted the County of Cornwall fome marks of
his favour, disforefted what part of it was then fubjeé to the arbi-
trary foreft-law, allowing it equal title to the laws of the ki
with the other parts of England, and is faid to have granted a charter
to the tinners (Carew, page 17), but what it was does not appear.
In the time of his fon Richard, King of the Romans and Earl
of Cornwall, the Cornifh mines were immenfely rich, and the Jews
being farmed out to him by his brother Henry IIL. what intereft they
had was at his difpofal : at the fame time the tin-mines in Spain
were ftopped from working by the Moors, and no tin being as jrct
difcovered in Germany, Cornwall had all the trade of Europe for
tin, and the Earl the almoft fole profit of that trade. This Pnnce
is faid to have made feveral tin-laws; but matters foon
into diforder where the Prince has too much and the fuhja&s little
or nothing, and the Jews hemg banifhed ths: kingdom in the eigh-
teenth of Edward I, the mines were again neglected, for want of
proper encouragement to labour, and fecurity to enjoy and difpofe
of the producéts of that labour; which the gentlemen of Blackmoor
(Lords of feven tithings, beft ftored at that time with tin) per-
ceiving (Carew, page 17), addrefied themfelves to Edmund Earl of
Cornwall (fon* of Richard King of the Romans, &.) and ob-
tained from him, confirmed by his own feal <, a charter with more

explicit grants of the privileges of keeping a court of judicature,

holding plea of all actions, (life, limb, and land excepted) of ma-
naging and deciding all ftannary caufes, of holding parliaments at
their difcretion, and of receiving, as their own due and :

the toll- -tin, that is, one fiftcenth of all tin raifed. At this tlme
alfo, as it feems to me, the rights of dounding, or dividing tin®
grounds into feparate portions for the encouragement of fearching
for tin, were either firft appointed, or at leaft more regularly ad-
jufted thnn befare, fo as ﬁt the labouring tinner might be encou-

raged to feck for tin by acquiring a property in the lands where he
fhould difcover it, and that the farm-tin acquired by the bounder,

* Camden, page 5. ® Mot the brother, as in Gibion"s Camden, p. 4.
n M- £ Sﬂr‘ ledﬂl. ngu +
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and the toll-tin, which was the Lord's fhare, might remain diftiné,
and inviolated. What bounds are has been already mentioned, p. 167,
the right granted in fuch bounds is now before us; and for the
better promotion of tin-working in all wafte and uninclofed grounds,
every tinner had leave to place his labour in fearching for tin; and
when he had difcovered tin, (after due notice given in the ftannary
court to the Lord of the foil, and formally regiftering the intended
bounds without oppofition or denyal) he might, and at this time
ftill may, mark out the ground in which he {hould chufe to purfue
his difcovery, by digging a fmall pit at each angle of fuch wafteral,
which pits are called doznds ;3 by this means he did acquire a right
in all future workings of fuch grounds, cither to work himfelf
or fet others to work upon his own terms, referving to the Lord of
the foil one fifteenth part of all tin raifed therein. In Devonfhire
s the tinners conftitution (fays Mr. Carew, page 14.) enables them
to dig for tin in any man’s ground inclofed or uninclofed, withoug
licence, tribute, or fatisfaction,” which infraction of common pro-
fthews that the conftitution of the ftannaries was never equi-
tably cftablithed in that county, as the fame judicious author ob-
ferves. Thefe pits, all bounders, by themfelves or others, are oh-
iged to renew every year, by cutting the turf and cleaning up the
dirt and rubbifh which falls into them, to the intent that fuch land-
marks may not be obliterated.  In confideration of thele privileges
fo granted by charter, the gentlemen tinners obliged themfelves to
pay unto Edmund and his fucceffors Earls of Cornwall, the fum of
four fhillings for every hundred weight of white tin, a very high
duty at the time it was laid on, the tinners of Devonthire then pay-
ing but eight pence for every hundred weight of tin; and that the
payment of this tax might be the better {fecured, it was agreed, that
all tin thould be brought to places purpofely appointed by the Prince,
there weighed, coined, and kept, till the Earl of Cornwall’s dues
were paid. To this charter there was a feal with a pick-axe and
thovel in faltire (fays Carew, page 17), as he was informed by a
gentleman who had feen this charter, though in Carew’s time it
was not extant.
~ In the thirty-third of Edward I. this charter of Edmund feems
to have been confirmed, and the tinners of Cornwall were made a
diftin@ body from thofe of Devonthire; whereas before, the tinners
of both counties were accuftomed to meet on Hengfton Hill every
feventh or eighth year to concert the common intereft of both par-
ties’. Two coinages yearly, viz. at Midfummer and Michaelmas,
were alfo granted by this charter, and the tinners had the liberty

4 Camden, page 26,
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Ducks of all kinds, the true wild-duck breeding in the marfh be-
twixt Penzance and Marazion; widgeon, teal, woodcock, fnipe,
&’c. The thell-drake (Tadorna Bellmii) is rare, but in the hard
winter 1739, I had one brought me exadly anfwering the de-
fcription of Ray’s Willughby, page 363, Tab. vLxxi.

Of the common periodical or migratory birds, ¢ the fiallows in Migratery.
the winter are found in the weftern parts of Cornwall, fitting in
old deep tin-works and holes of the fea-cliffs,” fays Mr. Carew, page
26. This is a circumftance queftioned by fome Naturalifts, and
as confidently afferted by others; the truth is, when the winter
comes on, and the air is no longer replete with the flies and infe@s
which are the {wallow’s proper food, this bird difappears ; fome per-
haps may pals into other climates, or die, and others remain in a
torpid ftate in private caves, fome under water, and fome above.
The red-wing or wind-thrufh, in Cornwall called the winnard, and
fieldfare, are moft common when there is molft cold, in gentle
winters few or none. The Royfton crow, with the black bill, head
and wings black with a glofly blue, the breaft, belly, back, and
neck cinereous grey, fhafts of the feathers blackifh, continues with
us from O&ober to March, but generally on the fea-fhore, and
betwixt Penzance and Marazion, fond of the produds of the beach,
though ufually reckoned granivorous.

Woodcocks are reckoned birds of paflage, but they do not
always leave the country to which they occafionally refort: Some
gentlemen, hunting in the neighbourhood of Penzance, in the fum-
mer-time 1755, fluthed a woodcock ; furprifed at feeing fuch a
winter bird at that feafon of the year, they haftened to the bufh,
and there found a neft with two eggs in it: a gentleman, more
curious than the reft, carried the eggs home; and one being acci-
dentally broke, the body of a young woodcock appeared, and en-
couraged him to put the other egg under a pigeon, and in a few
days a living bird was difcovered in it with its feathers on, in fhape
and fize as in Plate xx1v. Fig. x11. page 239. Snipes allo, young
and from the neft, are often fluthed on Bodman downs.

As it is my defign in this hiftory to reprefent whatever is fare and Rare birds
worthy notice, as well as what has not been thoroughly defcribed by
others, I {hall not omit an uncommon bird catched at Moufhole, and

ught to me Sept. 23, 1755 ; the great noife it kept in the night,
the {mallnefs of its bill, the difproportioned largenefs of the mouth,
and the unufual fhortnefs of the legs, made me take the following
mealurements : From the point of the bill to the extremity of the
tail, ten inches; from the tips of the wings extended, one foot
nine; its bill flattith, thin, and only three tenths of an inch long,
fomewhat curved ; the fpread of its mouth very large, being two
izl Rrs inches
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inches and a half from the tip of the upper to that of the under
mandible diftended ; the mouth ruddy-coloured within, and its
depth a full inch and a half; from the point of the bill to the
hinder part of the head, one inch and a half; the eye was black,
and large in proportion to the bill ; the neck to the pinion of the
wing, one inch and a half; from the pinion to the tip of the wing,
feven inches ; the tail five inches long, confifting of ten feathers
equal in length; four toes, the middle one {feven mghths of
an inch long, legs only five cighths ; foot not webbed ; its colour
was betwixt that of a fparrow-hawk and a woodcock, but the
ground of the whole fomewhat more inclining to a black: the
weight of this bird was two ounces and a half, four penny-weights
and two grains, It is very quiet and torpid by day, but noify and
clamorous by night.  Our common people call it the Night-crow ;
I take it to be the fern-owl of Shropihire, called the i:hurn-ﬂwl
Yorkthire from the noife it makes when it flies, the goa

the caprimulgus of Ray, Syn. page 2 and 26. Ray’s W’lliughby
107. I have given a drawing of this bird Pl xxiv. Fig. m.u.ﬂﬁiE

e t being done by meafurement, it may give fo
m?sg:r E::& (orgmurc paftil:uiar at leaft) than}rdmt in the E::
mentioned author, Tab. xtv. It is found moftly in woods and
mountainous places, in the Peak of Derby, in Yorkfhire, and
Shropthire, and fome other places, but rarely in Cornwall. .
The fheld-apple or crofs-bill, as Mr. Ray calls it, (Synopf. page
86) or fhell-apple, as Dr. Plot, (Staffordfhire, page 234) is
feen in Cornwall; but in Mr. Carew’s time, a flock of them
coming about the time of harveft, made great deftruction among
the apples, Car. page 26. In the autumn thr:_]r fometimes, though
rarely, come into England, but never continue the whole yﬁ:r,,
breed in our ifland.
The upupa, hoope, or hoopoe, Plate xxiv. Fig. xiv. was hﬂﬂ&
in the parifh of St. Juft, Penwith, in Cornwall: In fome
lars it differed from Mr. Ray sWﬂ!ughby, there was no mim.m
neck, all of a light cheﬁ'mt, the cight firft feathers of the
as to the ground, quite black ; five were croffed or m the
other three fpotted near the fummlt with white ; the remaining
feathers crofled with five white bars ; the upper covering ' feathers
nfth:mgnntfablﬂd:, but inclining to the chefnut; the reft as
in Mr. Ray's Willughby, page 143. It was near the bignefs of a
fmpe it is ram] ﬁ:eﬁ in Cornwall.
or picus Martius, is a beautiful ﬁuﬂ;
lefaursvcrmllmn crown on the head, and the different
ﬂmﬂcsaf green in its body and wings, which rife from a deep mix-
ture of brown through four intermediate tints, till it ends in a fine

light
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light-pink yellow. The ftructure of the mufcles by which this bird
is enabled to dart forth its tongue upon infedts, (its proper food)
and recover it again into its fheath, is admirable, and may be read
at large in Ray’s Willughby, page 136: the legs are very fhort
but ftrong, and the toes ftand two forwards and two backwards,
enabling them (fuitably to their determined courfe of life) to climb
trees, and fix their footing firmly on boughs, to which alfo the
ftiffnefs of their tail-feathers not a little conduce. Ray’s Creat. page
143. The prefent fpecimen, Plate xxiv. Fig. xv. was killed at
Godolphin, Oé&ober 11, 1757.

The golden-crowned wren, Regulus criffatus Aldrovandi, wood-
titmoule of Gelner, (Ray's Willughby, page 243. Ray’s Synopf. av.
page 79) the leaft bird I have yet feen in Cornwall, remarkable for
its beautiful faffron-coloured and fcarlet creft, and fmallnes of its
body - - = By the fcale of the reft, Plate xxiv. Fig. xvi.

The Pittrel (Catefby, Append. page and plate 14) or little Pe-
teril of Edwards (page and plate go) is fometimes met with here,
as may be feen Plate xxix. Fig. x. in the explication of which it
will be further taken notice of.

- Of water and fea-fowls, that we fhould have a great variety in
Cornwall is no wonder, confidering the great extent of our fhores.
Here we have coots, fanderlings, (which, from the noife they make
when flying, we call Towillees '), fea-larks, fea-pies; of puffins
great abundance in their feafon, and extremely fat, but of fo fithy
a tafte, that fome have falted them to eat as fith *; all forts of gulls,
mews, tarrocks, gannets, murres, heron, bittern, lapwing, curliew,
bernacle, thagg (in the north called the Crane, fays Mr. Ray, Syn.
page ‘123); we have alfo the didapper, to whofe inftantaneous
plunge into the fea after its prey, Virgil {fo well compares the de-
fcent of Mercury from Heaven to Carthage.

Hic primum paribus nitens Cyllenius alis

Conflitit, binc toto praceps [e corpore ad undas

Mifit avi fonilis quee circum littora, circum

Pifeofos fcopulos bumilis volat @gquora juxta. FEn. 1v. ver. 253.

Of mifcoloured birds, I have known a whiteftl'mj.gh, (the Merula
vulgaris, Ray’s Willughby, page 190) kept for fome time. It
wafwﬂ ..in}rthe year I:‘fzq., in the poffeflion of John Bennett,

ith, of Ludgvan ; a white ruddock, or robin-red-breaft, in
the poffeflion of the late Reverend Mr. Collins, vicar of St. Erth,
in 1754 3 but I fhall be more particular in noting the deviations of a
white woodcock’s feathers : It was brought to me January 1, 1739;
at the infertion of the bill it had a fmall cinereous tuft of feathers

* Not Curwillet, as in Mr. Ray's Syn. page 109, 2' ofit. ¢ Car. page 36. LalF
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county, as they were before divided into rivers, lakes, and fca, and
with as much order as thefe departments will admit.

In our rivers, befides eels and minies, and other lefs confidera-
ble, we have the fhote”, a {mall kind of trout, but in ponds grow-
mg to about twelve or fourteen inches long, and by fome reckoned *
in a manner peculiar to this and its nﬂghbounng county : the fleth
is white and lefs firm than that of the trout: it is common in all
brooks which are not infeéted with the mundic-waters of our mines,
waters fatal to all fith fooner or later, but much fooner to thofe
which delight in clear running water as the fhote does. This fith
may be feen in Willughby's Tab. N. 4, Fig. 2, but indeed not
to advantage. .

In our Cornifh rivers we have not the jack, perch, carp, cray-
fith, or others with which Providence hath ftocked the rivers in
the more inland parts of Britain, as it were to make amends for
their being fo diftant from the much greater vanet_',r of fea-fifh; but
of the trout kind we have feveral forts, and in their feafon in great
Plf:nt}r In the laft age there was a remarkably good one in the
river Conar, which divides the parlih of Camborn from Gwinear and

Gwythien; but the many mines which have been of late
wrought in  the neighbourhood, have deftroyed this fith. * In the
rivers Alan and Laine, near Penclav;,r, they take a grey trout in the
fummer time, the flefh of which is red and delicate. In the river
Fawy, near Loftwythyel, is taken the black trout in the month of
May, and till the latter end of June, fometimes three feet long;
in July the falmon-pele comes up. the fame river, but is more com-
m-.::-nly r.:aught at the mouths of rivers, and in the {ea-waters, than
in the rivers themfelves ; and about the latter end of Auguft fuc-
ceeds a trout, called, from the time of its appearing, the Bartho-
lomew Trt:rut, not ﬁ:: large as the black trout, being about eighteen
inches, rarely more; it is deeper in the belly, cuts red, and is
efteemed by fome before the black trout, and both before the fal-
mon. The falmon is properly a fea-fith, and comes only occafionally
into the river, as to a place of more fecurity from ftorm and enemy,
to caft its fpawn, on which it is fo intent, that it will go up into
large rivers four or five hundred miles’, then returns to the fea as
its proper element, but muft be placed here, becaufe the rivers
generally afford us this fith. It is caught in the river Fawy at two
Wears, one belonging to Lanhidrock, the other to Glyn, from the
the latter end of the fpring to the end of autumn. The falmon is
taken alfo in the feafon in great plenty at Lord Edgeumbe’s Wear

* Trutta Auviatilis minor. ¢ Carew, page 26. f Ray's Croation, page 130.
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OF CORNWALL 285
the oil and fat which their bodies afford. It is fuppofed that the

fabulous relations of mermaids and mermen might firft arife from
obferving this creature at fea in an eret human-like pofture; for
whether it is delighted with mufic or any loud voice, as Mr. Carew
fays, (page 35) or whether it is to alleviate the toil of fivimming,
it fhews itfelf almoft wholly above water frequently, and near the
thore, ibid. Add to this that the great docility of this creature
(little fhort of that of the human /pecies), and his being fo eafily
trained to be familiar with and obedient to man’, may make us
with fome grounds conclude, that this is the creature to which
imagination has given the fhape of half-fith half-man, a fhape no
where elfe to be found. The cunning of this creature to free itfelf
from its enemy is remarkable, if what is related be true: The feals
are in great plenty in the Baltic; when the Ruffes hunt them, they
furround fometimes three or four thoufand together, which the feals
perceiving, pile themfelves up in a heap, by that exceflive weight
ftriving to break the ice on which they have been furprized, and fo
elcape their enemy '. The manati of the Indians, or Facca marina,
(Ray’s Quadrup. page 193) by Artedi (G. Pifc. page 109) called
Trichechus, is only a larger fort of this kind from ten to fifteen
feet long, and fometimes thirty-five feet in length .

The turtle is no native of fuch northern coafts as this of Corn-
wall ; however there were two caught on our fhores in the year
1756. That exhibited here, Plate xxvir. Fig. 1v. was caught by
the drovers in their mackrel-nets four leagues fouth of Pendinas caftle,
and brought to Truro alive July 3, 1756. It had feven {pinous ridges
in its fhell, fix fins®, flethy, without nails, flat and fmooth, (not
in large fcales, as Rondeletius’s) of a bluith colour without, but
within (that is, on the under-part) ruddy, fleth-coloured, fpeckled
with dark fpots, as was alfo the under-part of its neck. It was
adjudged to weigh eight hundred pounds weight. It was fix feet
nine inches from the tip of the nofe to the end of its fhell, ten feet
four inches from the extremities of its fore-fins, extended. Its fhell
is like that of the T¢fludo Coriacea, frve Mercurii, of Rondeletius,
page 450. There was another turtle taken at the fame time by
the drovers off the Land’s End, which weighed fix hundred and
three quarters after it was bled to death.

* OF which fee Philofophical Tranfadtions, ib.  they made the appearance as in the drawing; but
the

”{q body was {o heavy, and the boat fo full, that
See Leigh's Lancathire, page 131, I could not pet the rmen to tumn it o as [
! Phil. Tranf. for 1751—2, page 114 mE‘M obferve it more particuladly. N. B. Ron-
® As the fithermen informed me, and to me ius's icom, lib. 16, chap. g, has but four fins.

4 D CHAP.
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breed them, the Cornifh have as large cattle as elfewhere, and
with thefe the markets are well fupplied, particularly in the larger
towns °.

The calf 15 fold generally too foon to the butcher to make fine
veal, an inconvenience owing to the multitude of inhabitants, and
the quick demand there is for the milk and butter of the dam.

To make butter, the cream is not fkimmed off raw, as it natu-
rally rifes to the furface of the milk ; but after it has refted in the
veflel about twelve hours®, the milk is fcalded in an earthen pan,
over a {low gentle fire, tll it is as hot as a perfon can well bear his
finger in, by which means the cream, fettling into a wrinkled fur-
rowed pellicle about a line thick, grows hard and clwzed. This
method of managing the milk is peculiar to Cornwall, and fome
parts of Devonfhire; but unlefs much caution and neatnefs be ufed
in cleaning the veflels, and ordering the fire, is very apt to give a
{fmoaky, earthy tafte to the butter, foon perceived by and difagree-
able to travellers: it muft be obferved alfo that the fire does not
increafe the quantity of butter ; for by experiment of the fame
quantity of milk drawn at the fame time from the fame cows and
- the raw cream made ten ounces and three quarters of
butter, the fealded cream made only nine ounces and a quarter; the
raw cream therefore yielded above one feventh more of butter than
the fcalded : this way of fcalding does however foften and melio-
rate the remaining milk by evaporating, as I imagine, the acrimo-
nious parts; the hard cream alfo preferves the milk from fouring,
of which the Cornifh common people are fo fenfible, that they will
eat the {cald-milk readily, but the milk from which the cream has
been fkimmed raw, they will {carce tafte.

The black-cattle fometimes generate very foon; a calf before fhe
was twelve months old having produced, in 1752, another calf at
Caftlehornek, in the parifh of Maddern, and no material inconveniency
enfued ; fhe proved a fizeable cow, and had ftore of milk, which
is the more extraordinary, becaufe fuch premature conceptions
ufually prevent the growth, impairing the alimentary as well as

erative paflages. Dr. Plot gives us inftances of the like early

ndity both in Oxfordfhire and Staffordfhire.

Cattle have not only their unufual and early, but fometimes their
monftrous productions, of which the moft remarkable, which has
reached my notice, was a calf caft in the tenement of Kalleftek
in Piran-fand, in the month of May 1751, by a cow of Thomas
Hodge: It had two heads, conjoined ; four ears, four eyes, four
noftrils, two mouths, and two back-bones on the fore-part, which

* Bodman, Helfton, Penzance, 8. fore they feald it, in order to have the more
s Some keep it two days (in the winter) be-  cream.
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came into one about two thirds of the back, thence continued as
one to the tail ; one tail, four legs; it had two hearts, two livers,
and all the inwards double, except the prime vie, from the ftomach
downwards, which were fingle. It lived four hours, and cried and
lowed with two voices at the fame time. Its figure may be feen
Plate xx1v. Fig, xvin

Other anomalous productions this /pecies of animals might afford
us ; but as Nature pleafes moft when fhe fticks to her own rules
and proportions, her few accidental deviations, deformities, and
monftrous births, have their fufhicient and perhaps intended ufe, if
they awaken our gratitude, and make us more attentive to her
cuftomary and almoft uninterrupted fymmetry and gracefulnefs.

SEcT.uL  The Cornifh horfes in general, though of no great rifing, are

Hods.  remarkably ftrong-limbed ; and as our highways are for the moft-
part rough, hard, and ftony, much more ferviceable and fure-footed
than thofe more-fightly ones which are brought from the eaftern
counties: Formerly they were fo fmall in ftature, that they were
feized upon as unftatutable; for, by the ftatute of the 12th of Henry
VIII. every man might feize upon horfes depafturing commons, if
they were under a certain fize*. They are at prefent rather {mall,
or but middle fized, efpecially in the coarfer and more hilly grounds;
but they are fo much more hardy than others, that they bring a
large price, and a ftrong, punch, and {pirited horfe, is with us gene-
rally called a Gunhilly, from a wild downs of that name (ftretching
almoft from Helfton to the Lizherd Point) anciently famous for
fuch little horfes.

secT.Iv.  In this county formerly there was fuch plenty of Deer, that befides
Des.  thofe of private gentlemen, the Duke of Cornwall had one chace or
foreft, and nine parks®*. Henry VIII. difparked four of them at once,
viz. Cary-bullock, Lifkerd, Reftormel, and Lanteglos, near Camel-
ford “; and at prefent the Duke has no deer-park. The prefent parks
are thofe of Godolphin, belonging to the Earl of Godolphin ; Tre-
gothnan, to Lord Vifcount Falmouth; Lanhidroc and Pinchley, both
to Mrs. Hunt; Boconek, to Tho. Pitt, Efg; Caryhayz, to William
Trevanion, Efq; Pencarrow, to J. Molefworth, Efq; Trevetho, to
Humphry Mackworth Praed, Efq; Place, to Humphry Prideaux,
Elg; Tehidy, to Francis Baffet, Efq. A great part of Werington

Park (feat of Humphry Morice, Efg;) is alfo in Cornwall.
Red deer are feldom feen in this county ; fome however make
their appearance for a time on the hilly downs about Bodman,
» ﬂgx?immm: Dutchy of Commwall: H;mﬁ";ﬂg #ﬁmf,?.?;“““ — o
' whence
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whence they haunt the woods upon the moors* : they are found in
greater plenty in the north betwixt Lancefton and Stratton, as if

they were apprehenfive of wanting room to range if they advanced
into the narrow weltern parts.

Of badgers, otters, hares, foxes, rabbits, and other wild inferior qua- secT. v.
drupeds, Cornwall has its fhare, but nothing particular: I {hall only
obferve, that they will get rid of their wildnefs by time and gentle ufage,
of which tame foxes which have been trained up like fpaniels to attend
their mafter, and rabbits ufed to chambers, ij:equenﬂy convince us;
but the moft remarkable inftance I have met with of the force of
cuftom in this point, is that of a hare, which had not only fhook
off its wildnefs, but the fearfulnes fo natural to, and almoft infe-
parable from this creature : It was fo familiar, that it took bread
out of my hand the firft time I faw it"; it lay down under a chair
in the parlour, and was in all refpedts as gentle, free, and ealy as
a lap-dog: It went out into the garden now and then, and after
regaling  itfelf with the herbage, returned into the houfe as its
per habitation. = The mafter + had an old fpaniel and a greyhound,
both fo fond of hare-hunting that they would by concert go out
together frequently upon the fcent, and had been obferved to kill
many hares without the direction of huntfman or other affiftance ;
the greyhound in particular was once difcovered by a neighbour fol-
lowing his mafter (who knew nothing of it) with a hare in his
mouth ; with thefe two dogs, fo fond of their ufual prey at other
times, the tame hare {pent his evenings by the fame fire, and fre-
quently refted in their bofom.

It is faid ', that even a Norway bear has for many years been
known to follow the herds of cattle like a centinel, and to ftand
tamely by, as the maid was milking, and that he always drove the wolf
away. The fame author informs us, that the otter may be made
tame, and ufed to a houfe, by being fed with milk, and become in
time a daily fither for his mafter, go out on command, and bring
in one fifh after another into the kitchen *.

5 Other properties of brutes are ftill more worthy of our notice. Firft, secT. v1.
The great varicty of fhape and colour obfervable in the quadrupeds The proper-

ties and ufe

Kvmts any two from being exacly alike, as much as the human of quadr-
features -di.&'.nguiﬁ-mankind one from another, Wherefore then P
was this variety beftowed upon brutes? Are they at all fenfible

of fuch diverfity? Are they the more happy, or more ufeful to one

W Thind m“‘m'{ them, vol. VIL page 117, 4 The Revi. Mr. Newcomb, Redtor of Illogan.

about Dofmery Pool, ! Pontopp. part 11, page 14.

¢ Augult 20, 1738, at Nlogan' parfonage. * Ibid. page 27.

4 E another



2Q0 NATWUBRALIL HISTIORY

another for it? No. This variety then is doubtlefs intended for
the fake of man, to prevent confufion, and decide and afcertain
his property. As our next following fubject therefore is man, it
may not be amifs here to recollect the connexion and dependance
which all the brute creation have upon him, and obferve, that
they are formed and adapted both by the properties of their
bndms and mind to promote the labours, ‘the food, the cloathing,
the paftime, the fafety, and delight’ of man: A great:number of
them cannot fubfift in the winter, in ftorms and inundations, with=
out the provident care of manj their refpeétive excellencies, like
metals in the mine, are of no benefit to the world, unlefs they are
conduéted and applied by man ; they are of little ufe or pleafure to
one the other, or to themfelves, but for food and increafe, of which
the more greedy they are, they are but the more conducive to the
advantage of man. I would not be thoughl; to intimate, that they
are meer machines, or that the only intent of ‘their creation was to
be fubfervient to man: God defigned them no doubt to- difplay his
glor}r, and to be happy in their degree, and it is cruelty in man to
give them pain wantonly, to impole labour without meafure, and
with-hold - and fhelter from them without compaflion ; but
their feveral properties plainly fhew that they were defigned to fill
up the vacancies, if I may fay fo, of human nature. If man had the
ftrength of an elephant or an ox, or fwiftnefs of a horfe, man muit
have had the limbs and fhape too, the fame bones and mufcles,
How much better is it now ordained ? Man has not that firength
and fwiftnefs in his own perfon, but he knows where to find it,
and when and whither to direét it: he has that reafon which gives
him the command not only of his own excellently conftituted bédy,
but of the fuperior ftrength and fiviftnels for which other bodies are
better prepared, though infinitely fhort of the endowments of the
human bod}r How orderly and pmporl::omd to the neceflities of
human nature do the brutes come in, all in their tum, ‘to {upply
what man wants; fome by their ftrength and vigour* affift him in
works neceflary or ornamental, yet beyond the reach of human
force without fuch aids; fome, by their fwiftnefs as well as ftrength*,
transfer him from place to place for the fake of bufinefs, 1&’?&&-
fure, or devotion ; thofe remarkable for extraordinary fiercenefs ' as
well as ﬁrength (that ‘they may not annoy and impede him in his
defigns), like noxious, poifonous herbs, are fearce, and far removed
into fpacious and fcarce habitable deferts ; there they have their ufe,
feeding where, and on what other creatures will not, clearing the
air 0[" the infectious fteam of carcafles, and leaft they {hould mul-

:m,h;f‘hﬂwﬂ;:nr the nlfn, the camel. * The harfe, the dromedary, rain-deer, &,
tiply
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The powers of the mind, together with the nervous faculties of
the body, are fometimes interrupted and fufpended, and then re-
ftored : the moft remarkable inftance of which happened lately in
the town of Penzance to Phillis wife of Thomas Sibley, fitherman,
who on the third of Auguft 1744, aged then about forty-one years,
had a male child, was well in health, nurfed the child, and had
plenty of milk; but within a few weeks after (wiz. in September
1744) upon hearing a rumour that her hufband was drowned in
Gwavas-lake by the then violent ftorm, took fright; this ftruck back
her milk immediately, the grew low-ipirited, gradually weaker,
defpaired of remedy, loft her memory (but not totally), and fcarcely
diftinguithed one perfon or thing from another: On the feventh of
May, 1747, fhe had a dead child, but was fo weak that fhe was
not fenfible of her having had a child ; and about fix wecks after
being brought to-bed, loft her memory quite, knew no one, and loft
her mouth fpeech. She ufed at times milk, broth ,fifth, and pota-
toes, as they were adminiftred, but could make no ftir to feed her-
felf; and in the whole taking little nourithment of any kind, was
altogether emaciated, and continued without motion, fpeech, and
apprehenfion, till Chriftmas 1753, when, on a Sunday night, fhe
had feveral ftrong convulfive fits, and the family thought thefe her
laft ftruggles; but they were only the efforts of Nature to remove
obftruétions, and reftore the fenfibility of the nervous fyftem. The
fits returned the next day, and when they had ceafed, fhe feemed
to take a little more notice of things round her than {he had done
before ; then perceivably bettered in fenfes and difcernment for about
half a year, when, a little before Midfummer 1754, after much
ftruggling, fhe fpoke a few words very imperfectly and like a
child learning to pronounce, found her tongue very ftiff, and was
fome days before fhe could fpeak diftinétly, after being feven years
and two wecks utterly {peechlefs. She has the character of a feri-
ous, good woman; and when I faw her, July 27, 1757, inclinable
to be corpulent. a

Among ancient cuftoms flill retained by the Cornifh, may be
reckoned that of decking their doors and porches on the firft of
May with green boughs of fycamore and hawthorn, and of plant-
ing trees, or rather ftumps of trees, before their houfes. From
towns they make excurfions on May eve into the country, cut down
a tall elm, bring it into town with rejoicings, and having fitted a
{traight taper pole to the end of it, and painted it, eredt it in the
moft publick part, and upon holidays and feftivals drefs it with
garlands of flowers, or enfigns and fireamers. Keyfler* thinks that

' Page 88 of Northern Antiquitics.
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ball, and rewarded the victors) contributed furely from all antiquity
to make them active, and boldly face their adverfaries ; moreover
the occupation of miners hardens the conftitution (as has been obferved
before), and renders it more patient of thofe excefies to which the life
of a foldier is fo frequently expofed; thefe perhaps were.the reafons
why the Cornifh gentlemen and their forces, as well without, as
within their own county, won immortal honour by their behaviour in
the civil wars during the reign of Charles the firft : of their bravery and
lﬂya]?' that King was equally {enfible, and diftinguifhed them from the
relt ot his fubjects by the following letter, which he ordered to be read
and preferved in every Church and Chapel throughout the County.

G R
To the Inbabitants of the County of Cornwall,

e WE are {o highly fenfible of the extraordinary merit of our
county of Cornwall, of their zeal for the defence of our
on, and the juft rights of our Crown, in a time when we could
contribute fo little to our own defence or to their afliftance; in a
time when not only no reward appeared, but great and probable
dangers were threatned to obedience and loyalty ; of their great and
eminent courage and patience in their indefatigable profecution of
their great work againft fo potent an enemy, backed with fo ftrong,
rich, and populous cities, and fo plentifully furnifhed and fupplied
with men, arms, money, ammunition, and provifion of all kinds,
and of the wonderful fuccefs with which it pleafed Almighty God
(though with the lofs of fome moft eminent perfons who fhall never
be forgotten by us) to reward their loyalty and patience by many
ftrange victories over their and our enemies, in defpight of all human
robability, and all imaginable difadvantages, that as we cannot
be forgetful of fo great defert, fo we cannot but defire to publifh it
to all the world, and perpetuate to all time the memory of their
merits, and of our acceptance of the fame; and to that end we do
hereby render our royal thanks to that our County in the moft
publick and lafting manner we can devife, commanding copies
hereof to be printed and publithed, and one of them to be read in
every Church and Chapel therein, and to be kept for ever as a re-
cord in the fame, that as long as the hiftory of thefe times, and of
this nation fhall continue, the memory of how much that county
hath mesited from us, and our crown, may be derived with it to
pofterity.” |
Given at our Camp at Sudely Caftle,

the 1oth of September, 1643.
4 I The
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Another and no inconfiderable corruption to which our inhabitants
of the lower clafs are fubjec, may in part be attributed to the fame
caufe (I mean their occupation), but can neither be juftified by that, or
any other plea; that is, fpending much time and money in publick-
houfes, which defrauds the mafter of the labour he pays for, deprives
the family of that fubfiftence which is their natural right ; but above
all, prompts the tipler to cheat and overcharge, not to fay {teal, in order
to pay for the excefles he has been guilty of. If thefe extrava-
gancies were only committed by thofe who had wherewithal to pay
for them, the vice of exceflive drinking would not be altogether fo
thameful ; but the misfortune is, that the pooreft working-tinner
fhall be credited by the ale-drawer till his account becomes confi-
derable, then perfecuted by bailiffs till he pays cofts as well as
fcores. 'There is no part of England which has more reafon to
complain of this kind of debauchery than Cornwall, and I have
heard it hinted, with fome fhew of reafon, that fince the prefent
laws againft drinking to excefs are ineffectual, and the nature of a
tinner’s employ fecretes him from his mafter’s eye, “tis great pity
that fome farther reftraints fhould not be laid upon the keepers of
publick-houfes, and retailers of {pirituous liquors, who might de-
fervedly be reftrained by law from fuing any man, who had neither
frechold or leafe eftate, for any fum exceeding one or two fhillings,
and not be at liberty even to fue for that but before a juftice of the
peace, or after the {pace of fix months from the contraction of the
debt. This would prevent the idle from fpending what they have
not; for if they had no credit, the ready-money they get comes in
{feldom, and muft go in neceflaries, and confequently would not
be fufficient for the purpofes of idlenefs. However that may be,
this is certain, that to credit a poor labourer for fuperfluities, much
more for exceflive drinking, is to encourage and tempt him to
negledt and tranfgrefs every ferious duty of life.

Nor does this low luxury and great evil prevail only in the mining
part of the county, but in towns and villages, which furely is to be
attributed to the prefent too general (but it is to be hoped fhort-
lived ) corruption of our boroughs at the ele@ing Members of Par-
liament. This fatal, infamous traffic begins with intemperance and
riot; thefe diflipate every generous fentiment of freedom, love of
our country, and inclination to induftry : Venality naturally fuc-
ceeds, and is followed by extravagance and idlenefs ; thefe by po-
verty, and poverty (fuch is the round!) by abandoning themfelves
to intemperance again on the firft opportunity, and repeating the
bafeft proftitution of the higheft privilege. A corruption this both
of Pri}ltip]ﬁ and practice, of patriotifm and meorality, infefting more
counties than one; but fo much the more to be lamented in

' Cornwall,
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¢ There are the remains of a caufey between Lifkerd and Looe,
near Polgover, the feat of Mr. Mayow, which, as well as the crofs
road from Dulo to-Heafenford, vulgar tradition makes to be Ro-
man*.” That the Romans had ways in thefe eaftern parts of the
county about Loo and Loftwythyel, the following ancient work,
fhewn me by the Reverend Mr. Howel, Rector of Lanreath, (June
25 and 26, 1756) will abundantly confirm : It is called the Giant’s Giaes
Hedge ; a large mound which reaches from the valley in which ™dze
the two boroughs of Eaft and Weft Loo are fituated, to Leryn,
on the river Fawy *: It is firft vifible on Weft-Loo down, about two
hundred paces above the mills, whence it runs to Kilmaenarth
woods ; l‘rpﬂm and through them to Trelaun wood, about three
hundred paces above Trelaun mills; then through little Larnic to
the Barton of Hall, in which there are two circular encampments
about four hundred paces to the north of it; thence quite through
the faid Barton, making the northern boundary of a field on the
glebe of Pelynt Vicarage, called Furz Park ; then crofs the Barton
- of Tregaric, and thence through the north grounds of Trefiffon and
Polventon to the glebe lands of the Reétory of Lanréath, where I
meafured it feven feet high and twenty feet wide at a medium ;
thence it ftretches through the tenement of Wyllacomb to Trebant
water, whence it proceeds through the Barton of Langunnet and
fome {maller tenements to Leryn, from which there is a fair
down, called St. Winnow Down, leading north along to -
thyel. This Rifbank, or mound, ranges up-hill and down-hill
indifferently ; has no vifible ditch continued on any brow of a hill,
as intrenchments always have ; there is no hollow or fofs on one
fide more than the other; it is above feven miles long, and tends
ftraight from Loo to Leryn creek, in the dire& line %c:-m Loo to
Loftwythyel. By all thefe properties, its height and breadth, its
wanting the fofles of fortification, its ftraightnefs and length, the
grandeur of the defign, and the labour of execution, I judge, that
it can be nothing lefs than a Roman work ; in this fuppofition I
am the more confirmed, firft, becaufe feveral Roman coins have
been found on the banks of Fawy river, (as fee Antiquities of Corn-
wall, page 282) and as I have been informed alfo’ in the run of
this notable work ; fecondly, by its tendency to the firft ford over
the navigable river of Fawy; for it muft be’ obferved that the Ro-
mans thoroughly fenfible of the delays and hazards of
firths and arms of the fea, and the danger of bridges getting into
the poffeflion of the natives, were equally adverfe both to bridges

* Letter, April 25, 1755, from J. Trehawk, to the € phy of the County.
Efgs to whofe kind communications the * Alias Fowcy,

I Mﬁmmunhh&bqqd,dpuddlywim -memﬁummmm
























