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2 TUNBRIDGE WELLS.

This church, which was a simple gothic structure, with a most elegant
timber spire, a singular ornament to the neighbouring country (having
many years previously been deprived of one of its aisles), was, on the 21st
of October, 1791, burnt down by lightning. Its place is occupied by a
modern structure, in which a poverty of design and meanness of execution
are the chief characters which distinguish it from its ancient predecessor.
Over the church porch remains a memorial of the munificence of the Duke
of Orleans—his coat of arms. The antiquary will lament that the original
stone was not preserved. He will not be pacified, probably, when he is
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TUNBRIDGE WELLS. 17

it forms a tolerably profitable pursuit with poor persons to collect it forsale.
The excavations for this purpose in one which is here represented, are so
considerable, as to give them the character of caverns; and cottages ,
having been erected among the rocks above, not only is the general effect
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36 THE COURT LODGE.

those of Sissiwouunst, the former residence of the Bakers; whom
Queen Elizabeth visited here, and conferred the honor of knighthood on
the owner. At the other extremity of Lamberhurst, the roads branch off
in three directions : that in a straight line towards Wadhurst and Ticehurst,
a very agreeable ride, but not marked by any particular object. The
turnpike road to the left is that which conducts to Rye and Hastings,
and to that most eminently curious place Winchelsea.
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BRAMBLE-TYE. 85

power over a people free by principle and nature, it experienced decay,
in consequence of his failing fortunes; we shall again lament that a
superstructure so prosperously and laudably founded should have been
doomed to totter with a bad cause: but we shall hail it as a monument
of its decline, and a remembrancer of the eminent blessings whereby it
was succeeded. Thus may the ruins of Bramble-tye be considered at
once as a memorial of the Restoration and the Revolution; those two
great events in our national history ; whereby a limited Monarchy was
established on just principles, and Tyranny, Papacy and Despotism fell
in Great Britain to rise no more.
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CONCLUSION. 87

the documents within his reach (having always authenticity in his view),
in such compass and terms as he thought would best aid the visitor to
the spot, to taste the scenes he represented, and to view them with some
improvement and enlargement of mind. In matters of taste, be it remem-
bered, as there can be no general rule, so the domonion of the mind is
perfectly free.  On these, and on every other particle of his work, the
Author can confidently assert that he has not

* set down anght in malice,”
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