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INTRODUCTTIO N.

LaMARrcks System of Conchology, which is contained in his “ Histoire
Naturelle des Animaux sans Vertebres,” is now almost universally adopted
among Naturalists; but that work being destitute of Graphic Illustrations,
is rendered exceedingly difficult of comprehension to those who are not inti-
mately acquainted with the science. The only means which are given for its
attainment are written deseriptions and numerous references to voluminous
and expensive works; the former are frequently rendered inefficient, from
the minute distinctions that characterize many of the genera; and the latter
are seldom available, the works referred to being difficult of access to the
student. It is the object of the present Elementary Treatise to remove
these difficulties, by presenting a concise description of the various Classes,
Orders, Families, and Genera composing the System, accompanied with Illus-
trations of characteristic and generally well known Species, drawn from na-
ture, either from my own Cabinet or from those of obliging friends, and,

where it has not been possible to meet with specimens, from the best printed

authorities.

Tuis work being chiefly graphic, I have purposely omitted the various
classes of animals, having found it impossible to supply the requisite in-
formation; but descriptions of them will be found in Lamarck’s Histoire

Naturelle, before mentioned, or in Dubois’ Epitome of Lamarck’s Arrange-
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and sunk under the beak; one elongated lateral tooth, situated under the corselet.
Ligament external, forked on one side.

Mate VIIL Fig. 7. (a) L cor. (Chama cor.—Linn.}
(¥) Hinge of ditto.

ARCACEA. —41 Gexgra.

Cardinal teeth small, numerous, entering, and disposed in each valve, in a straight, arched, or
broken line.

CvevnnEa—Shell equivalve, inequilateral, trapeziform, ventricose ; the beaks distant, se-
parated by the facet of the ligament; the anterior muscular impression forming a
projecting angular or auricular margin: hinge linear, straight, with small trans-
verse teeth, and having, at the extremities, from two to five ribs parallel 1o it. —
Ligament wholly external.

Plate VIIL. Fig. 8. (a) C. suriculifera. (Arca cucullus.—Gmel.)
(b) Inside of ditto.

Anrca.—Shell transverse, subequivalve, inequilateral ; the beaks distant, separated by the
facet of the ligament: hinge in a straight line, without ribs at the extremities, and
furnished with numerous serial and entering teeth., Ligament wholly external.

(1) Shells with the superior margin not crenulated within,
Plate VIIL. Fig. 9. A. Nom. (Idem.—Linn )

(2) Shells with the superior margin crenulated within.
Plate VIII. Fig 10. A. Indica.  (Idem.—Gmel.}

Pecruscurus.—Shell orbicular, almost lenticular, equivalve, subequilateral, close: hinge
arched, furnished with numerous, serial, oblique, entering teeth; those in the mid-
dle obsolete, nearly obliterated. Ligament external. 2
(1) Shells with distant longitudinal furrows, and often, besides, fine transverse or longitudina! stria.
Plate VIIL. Fig. 11. P. glyeymeris. (Arca glyeymeris.—Linn.)
(2) Shells with prominent and radiating longitedinal ribs, with or without transverse stria.
Plate VIIL. Fig. 12. P. pectiniformis.  (Arca pectunculus.—Linn.)

Nucvra.—Shell transverse, ovate-triangular or oblong, equivalve, inequilateral; no facet
between the beaks: hinge linear, broken, many-toothed, interrupted in the mid-
dle by an obliquely extending spoon-shaped pit; the teeth numerous, often pro-
duced as in the pectines; the beaks contiguous, curved baekwards. Ligament
marginal, and partly internal, inserted in the pit or spoon of the hinge.

Plate VIIL Fig-13. («) N. margaritacea. (Arca nueleus.—Linn.)
(B) Inside of ditto.

TRIGONIANA. 2 GENERA.
Cardinal teeth lamellar, transversely stricted,

Tuicoxia, —Shell equivalve, triangular, sometimes suborbicular; cardinal teeth oblong,
laterally compressed, diverging, transversely furrowed; two in the right valve,
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Vorriciatis.—Shell discoidal, spiral, multilocular ; whorls contiguous, not apparent out-
wardly; septa transverse, imperforate, not extending from the centre to the peri-
phery : aperture marginal.

Plate XX. Fig. 15. V. strigilsta. [Teon.—Ene. Method. PL 470, fig. 2, a. b.]
15, (&) Ditto magnified.

Nummvrites.—Shell lenticular, thin towards the marging; spire internal, discoidal, mul-
tilocular, covered by many thin plates; exterior margin of the whorls folded in two,
extending from each side of the shell to the centre, and uniting: chambers very
numerous, small, alternate; septa transverse, imperforate.

Plate XXIL Fig. 9. N. complanata. Fossil. [DMr. J. D. C. Sowerby's Cabinet.]

Navricvs,—Shell discoidal, spiral, multilocular, sides simple; whorls contiguous,
the last covering the others. Chambers numerous; septa transverse, concave
from the side of the aperture; disk perforated by a tube; and the margins very
simple.

Plate XX. Fig. 16. N. umbilicatus.

II.— Shell multifocwlar, the septa indented at the bovders.

AMMONEATA.__5 GENERA.

Nepta sinuous, lobed, and indented at the circumference, wniled at the inner surface of the shell, and
articulating with it by means of indented sutures.

AmsoniTes.—Shell discoidal, spiral; the whorls contiguous, and the whole of them ap-

parent ; the internal partitions articulated by sinuous sutures: septa transverse,
lobed and indented at the circumference, their diskswithout a syphon, but pierced
by a sort of marginal tube.

Plate XXIL Fig. 10. A. armotus.  Fossil.  (Sowerby's Min. Conch.) [Mr. G. B. Sowerby's Cabinet.]

Onpurrres.—Shell sub-discoidal, spiral; the whorls contiguous, the last covering the
others, and the internal partitions articulated by sinuous sutures: septa trans-
verse, lobed at the circumference, and perforated by a marginal tube.

Plate XXII. Fig. 11. O. striata. Fossil. [British Museum.]

AumonoceERATITES.—Shell corniform, arched, semicircular; partitions articulated by si-
nuous, ramose, indented sutures: septa transverse, sinuous, lobed and indented at
the circumference. Tube or syphon marginal, not piercing the septa.

Plate XXII. Fig 12. A. glossoides. Fossil. [Ieon~Bowdieh’s Elements of Cone.]

Tunmm‘rz&.—Sheil spiral, turreted, muit-i]ueula.r,- the whorls contiguous, and the whole
apparent; the partitions articulated by sinuous sutures: septa transverse, lobed,
and indented at the eircumference. Aperture rounded.

Plate XXII. Fig. 13, T. costulata. Fossil. [Mr. G. B. Sowerby's Cabinet.]
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