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2 SECOND REPORT OF INSPECTORS OF PRISONS.

But is it sufficient to say, let separate confinement be adopted in our prisons,
without defining the mode, in ﬂ"llic]il alone, consistently with humanity, and with
ust attention to mental and bodily health, it can be carried into operation? Are
the details to be resigned to the caprice of individuals, to makeshifts, to accident?
I venture with deference to submit, that separate confinement for the convieted
should never be imposed, for any term exceeding a few days, unless accompanied
by the following indispensable conditions, which are the more necessary to be com-

ied with in our gaols, because they have not Dbeen usually constructed, like the
American penitentiaries, with this express object in view.

First. A cell moderately warmed in the winter. ;

Second. A cell light, well ventilated, and large enough to enable the prisoner
to labour or to read with ease, and to move about in freely.

Third. A provision of suitable work or hooks, according to the previous habits
of the prisoner. y

Fourth. Daily separate visits of the chaplain, the surgeon, and the gaoler,
with a privilege of briefly conversing with them. y

Fifih. Dnify exercise, of it least one hour, not taken all at one time.

Sixth. A discretionary power confided to the surgeon of allowing still more
exercise, when he thinks it advisable.

Seventh. A visit made at least once a month to each prisoner thus confined by
one of the viziting magistrates.

So far are these remarks from being prom ted by any repugnance on my part
to the general principle, that I have uniformly recommended its introduction in
all those prisons of my district in which it appeared actually practicable.  But in
only a small number, as they are at present constituted, with their existing cells,
officers, funds, and salaries, can separate confinement be safely enforeed. The
conditions above proposed would necessitate an entire remodelling in many in-
stances: and the magistrates and the public will not easily consent to try a new
and as yet uncertain experiment at a large cost, after having alreadf meurred
heavy disbursements on the former plan of classification ; and least of all at a time
when all are anxious to reduce the amount of rates.

I am led thus to the conclusion that it would be most inexpedient to
any compulsory interference in favour of separate confinement, which would only
conduet to an irregular, and inadequate, and unfair trial of it in prisons not fully
prepared, and would accordingly eripple and impaira promising plan, as yet only
in a state of infancy. If any evil aceidents should arise from partial and prema-
ture attempts, the public confidence would be shaken, and a sudden reaction and
abandonment of the whole system might be the unexpected result. It will be
more safe and rational, I conceive, to leave {he prosecution of this plan to the dis-
cretion of the visiting magistrates, who will uqli'-:-pt it when the resources of their
ziigecﬁvu prisons guarantee such a step; and in the proportion in which it gains

it its gradual extension will be ensured. .

Wherever this system is applied to untried prisoners they ought to be permitted,
in addition to the precautions above specified, to enjoy a double portion of exercise,
as well as ample means of intercourse with their friends: but, rather than at
onee to level the ancient distinction between a Louse of detention and a house of
correction, it would be preferable, in my humble opinion, to allow to the untried
the free use of their yards, restricting them, at the same time, from conversation
with each other, and from the dangerous privilege of a day-room.

1t would be most advantageous if Dbenevolent persons would turn their attention to
the helpless condition of the 2 adividual who quits a prison, as well as to the diseipline
of its inmates. Permanent reformation is hopeless, unless some means of gaining a
future livelilhood are ]:m'.rided for the despised and rejected being, against whom
every door is closed, except that of the beer-shop, and who often leaves his last

“home with scarcely a shilling in his pocket. T am happy to inform your Lordship

that a house of industry for the refuge of discharged female prisoners has lately
been undertaken at Exeter, I have in other places endeavoured to promote this
object. ' :

JI take the liberty of submitting to your Lordship two general suggestions : 1.
That « printed paper be affixed in the yards of all prisons, minutely describing the
Jiseinline which awaits conviets who are transported to our penal settlements ; and,
9. That a uniform mode of registration be prepared for adoption in all prisous.

1 have the honour to remain,
Your Lordship's most obedient servant,
BisseT IAWKINS.
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SALISBURY.

Fisuerron Axcer County GAOL.

Consfrucdion.

Tugse are 10 yards, containing 10 pumps, and 12 privies. Two of these yards are appro-
priated to male debtors, and one to femnale debtors. There are four day-rooms for mule pri-
soners (one of which, however, is anly a shed, without a fire-place), but none of them are
used at present. There is also a day-room for the female prisoners, which is still ocenpied.
There are four dark cells. The dark cells for the men require to be better ventilated. The
cells which are used for this purpose for the females are rendered dark only by shutters. The
yards are all gravelled and partially paved.

Number of cells where only one male sleeps . 3 . . 92
Ditto ditto female gleeps .« . . . 4

Total number of aluep'mf-nells. separate - — 9
Number of sleeping-cells where more than one ma esrimner can sleep . 2
Number of sleeping-rooms where more than one female can sleep - 4 E

=

Total number of sleeping-cells . ; 2 oot el
The usual dimensions of the cells are O feet high, 7 feet & inches long, G feet 6 i widle
There are six double rooms and one day-room in the sheriff's debtors’ ward, which, i

divided, would make 15 single rooms.

E'|-|-

Management.

1 found the gaoler in bad health; he is about 70 years of age. His nephew acts with him
and for him. The prison is extremely clean, neat, and dry, even alter a lon continuance of
wet weather, Two points require correction, and can be most easily set right. The diet is
not defined by any minute rule, either printed or manuseript; it exists, indeed, rather by
usage than by any ordinance. There is an extremc laxity in regard to letters and visits,
Thrice a-week both the convicted and the untried are allowed to receive visitors during half
an hour; any magistrate (Dot only the 1.'isitiu% magistrates) may give leave for a visit.
Letters are admitied without any limit at all. Visits and letters are the greatest indulgence
which a prisoner can experience. But the evil is not confined to himself; not only does this
freedom render imprisonment more reeable, but it diminishes and weakens on the part of
the public the dread and disgust whi:E a gaol should inspire. By frequent entries and exits,
by personal observation, and by written communications, all the mystery and supposed m
-:|I:7 incarceration are dissolved, But it is unnecessary to enlarge upon this topic. B
smaller deficiencies are—in two del the privies have no doors, and the dark cells are not
sufficiently ventilated. The little shutters which cover the grating in the outer door of the
eells may be opened by the prisoner within, with a little art, and a communication may be
ensily esiablished with his neighbours: this may be readily ]l)::#anmrl as far as the power of
opening the shutter pxtends.  The women have ot separate s ’i““g cells, but sleep in rooms
containing two, three, or four, according to circumstanges. The female prisoners are not
generaily numerous; but it would be far better to divide the present rooms into te
sleeping cells than to allow the very great indulgence and probable corraption of sleeping in
the same apartment.  One of these female dormitories might be advantageously set apart as
an infirmary for the female prisoners. The male prisoners all sleep in separate cellz; but
there are rooms for male prisoners in which there are more than one bed. :

Those who are sentenced to hard labour at the assizes and sessions are sent to the House of
Correction at Devizes ; but these whe are sentenced to hard labour by the magistrates’
beneh, both of the county and of the city of Salisbury, are kept here.

No new colls are at present in contemplation, only the conversion of the day-rooms into
cells. Separation and silence are enforce in a moderate degree. .

Prison offences are punished by econfinement in a cell without exercise for two or three
days; the dark cell is rarely resorted to, and only in cases of resistance : the diet is never
reduced,  Several prisoners are said to have committed little offences in onder to escape the
ordinary exercise in cold weather. When whipping is ordered, the usnal number of lashes is
two or ihree dozen, the instrament is a cat-of-nine-tails made of whipeord.

During 14 years only one attempt at cuicide is known to have been made; a knife which
had been thrown over was used; but the effort was unsuceessful.

Care of the Sick, Discase, and Mortality.

One moderately-sized room serves as an infirmary for the males. Tt will suitably accom-
modate six patients, but eight beds might be placed in it on an emer . During 14
years, however, thefe have never been two patients here at the same time. t has two good
windows, and a water-closet adjoining. There is also a bath. Either a male prisoner acts
as nurse, or sometimes a female nurse has been engaged from the town. Sheets are allowed
1o the sick, if ordered by the surgeon. There is no room specially appropriated as an in-
firmary for the females ; “but, if any one s ill, she remains in her own cell, or is removed to
another more convenient cell.  As all the female cells are much larger than ordinary cells,
and contain fire-places, the women sustain no disadvantage through the absence of an in-

firmary. At the time of my visit one Woman was ill, in a large cell (or, more properly speak-
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The single cell, nppmpr‘talc[’! to the debtors, is one of the worst in England destined for
such a purpose. It alfords facilities for escape and for conversation with the passengers in
the strect. It has no yard belonging to it. _

This cell is o very small one on the ground floor, with two windows looking on the street. It
is very close. There i a fire-place, but the inmate did not use it all last winter, hecnuse it 15
so near o his bed.  If any accident happened, he would have to wait till the serjeant-at-mace,
his keeper, could arrve. The town allows 1s. 6. a-day for his maintenance.

He now (June IHBE% has been here 10 months, at the suit of o tradesman in Jersey. He
was brought up at the last insolvent debtors' eircuit at' Darchester, but the commissioner re-
manded him, believing that he bad contracted the debt without means, He is to stay till
September nest.  He takes a walk most days for an hour or even longer, with the serjeant-at-
mace. He bears ample testimony to the kindness of the mayor and of his keeper, the serjeant-
at-mace; but he wishes much to be removed into a lodging in the town, ont und of the
unfitness of his cell for along imprisonment. The mayor objects to this. The commis-
sioner was informed by the mayor of the bad state of the prison, but, under all the eirenm-
stances, he deemed it proper to remand the debtor to his present apartment. The indivi
in question is in very good health; but 10 months passed in this cell are equivalent toa
longer period in a more wholesome place. :

uelt an imprisonment is not, however, likely to oecur here again under the same eircun-
stances, because the authorities of the town are about to make a new building, on a small
geale.
36 persons were confined in the eells during the year 1853, and 12 have been confined.
there from the beginning of this year (1836) up to the 10th of June. : : pakio o

POOLE.

Tows Gaon axp Hovse or CORRECTION.

Consbruction. :

The whale prison is very contracted in space, but Wrds are not so much so as the build-
ing. There is only one day-room, which is appropri to the use of the debtors. There is
o room for the sick, no chapel, no bath.

There is a great deficiency of cells, and partieularly in re to females. for whose use one
only is appropriated.  In consequence of this searcity of cells, prisoncrs often sleep together,
two in one bed, which cannot be too soon discontinued.  Tliere 18 water and a privy in each

ard. ‘The yards are four in number; one is for the debtors, one for the females, one for the
lons, and one for the tread-mill. In the passage leading to the felons’ yard there is a fire-
place : when it rains the felons sit in this passage. _

There is a boundary wall, and it is not overlooked in any part by the adjacent houses.
There has been only one escape in 14 years ; this one was unsuccessful, and oceurred recently.
There has been no alarmeof fire during that period. : i

If the prisoners who are sentenced to hard labour and to long terms of imprisonment were
translerred to Derchester Gaol there wounld be less neeessity for building new cells; but if that
plan be not adopted, it will be absolutely indispensable to enlarge the accommodations of the
prison.  There 1s some ground which might be used for building, which at present forms the

gaoler’s garden.

Prisoners sentenced to hard labour were furrncril‘{ sent to Dorchester, but they are now
retained here sinee the erection of the tread-mill. No prisoner has been detained here IQE
than 12 months during the oceupancy of the present keeper: Tobacee is not allowed.
mayor often inspeets t gaol: he visited it twiee in the last week:

o men were in the hubit of sleeping together in the same bed at the time of my visit ; amd"
sneh also is often the enstom with et to the fomale prisoncrs.  Flere, as aa:ira_ I have
cadeavoured to prevent a repetition of this evil practice by pointing it out to the mayor and
other authorities,

The keeper is the only resident officer. It woulil be impossible for him to perform: his duty
even in the inadequate manner which he attempts if it were not for the assistance of his wife =
<he acts voluntarily as matron, and has never received any directions to attend upon the
women; she has no gratuity, but earns Bd. a-pair by ma'l:ing the E:umn blankets. An
additional turnkey is abmlmef;- necessary if this gol is to maintain any igher character than
that of a good lock-up house.

The rules observed here respecting visits and letters are: not sufficiently strict nor well de-
fined. Visits cannot be made without an order from the sheriff, and they must take place in

the presence of the keeper or of his deputy. The gaoler generally reads the letters, but
there is no fixed regulation respecting letters, I have earnestly recommended the adoption
of fixed rules on these and other subjects.

'J - ; LEEMI

Tliere is a small tread-mill, which is capable of containing 12 persons; but no more'than
cix have ever been employed upon it.at once. The power is not applied to any profitable
purpose. When a prisoner is wifit for this kind of work, the keeper senids to the workhouse
for cakum in onder to be picked. The prisoners wash their yards, cells, and privies. 1
found one femalasprisoner washing for the gaoler's wife.
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and yard for females, and a few other points of less importance. Some of these wah |
have been adopted in accordance with the Report of a committee appointed by 1 own .
Conneil of the borough. The Report has been réceived and adopted by the Couneil.

Faxtract from the Report of the Leasing Committee, presented at a meeling of the Town
Council of the Borough of Barnstaple, held on the 5th day of October, 1856,

Youn Commitiee being deputed to visit the Town Prison with the Magistrates, have taken into
their eonsideration the recommendations of Dr. Bisset Hawkins, Inspector of Prisons ; anil
do report as follows :— ;

1st. They beg to recommend that a register be kept of all the prisoners who may from time lo
time be incarcerated therein, with columns marking the name, age, offence, date of entry, discharge,
and any other remark.

2nd. Thot an allowance of 4 1b. soap and ¥ 1h. salt be allowed to each prisoner per week.

#rd. That the same system be céntinued with respect 1o coals as heretofore. -

ith. The Committee are unanimously of opinion, that dividing the vard by a wall would tend to
confine the airand render it injurious to the health of the inmates; but the to the
guoler some alterations, by plecing the female prisoners in oher cells, in onder to the commi-
nieation as much as possible with the mule prisoners, until a spot of ground can be obtained to be
added to the prison for that purpose,

5th. They beg to recommend that the window in the sitting-room of the debtors’ ward be removed
to the opposite side, near the door leading from the pussage, and that the door be placed further in
the passage, which will cut off the communication ot present existing with the felons” yard. _ 1

Gl TE.;I three fron bedsteads, with a straw matiress, n pair of blunkets, and a mg for each
bedstend, be ordered for the deblors’ ward. ; o il

7th. Your Committee have slso seriously considered the recommendation of raising the gacler's
salary, in order to confine his atiendance to the prison duties, and the appointment of a mation pomg ol
the present guoler is married, his wife will act as the matron, and aitend on the female prisoners, we
are therefore of opinion that the present salary and perquisites are fully adequate 1o the services of
both. preigei
Sth. That it would be desirable if divine service was read every Sunday in the prisan ; but, as it
frequently occurs that there are not more than two or three prisoners al one period, the Committee do
not feel themselves justified in recommending the appointment of a chaplain, thereby incurring s
pdditional impost on the fown.

Ok, That whenever a surgeon be required for the prisoners, the Commitiee reepmmend hat the
surgean for the time bein contracting with the board of Guardians be called in, and paid for at per
case ns he receives from the parish of Burnstaple. b

When the guardians of the poor law union appoint a chaplain it is probable that his services
will be engaged for the gaol.

The county magistrates appear to have it in contemplation to ask for some more exlensive
accommodation in the gaol for the county prisoners, which will, perhaps, lead to an enlarge-
ment of the premises, and to an improved arrangement for the female prisoners.

BIDEFORD.

Tows Gaon axn Hovse or CORRECTION.
Constritelion.

This prison forms part of the workhouse., [t is, in every respeet, unfit for a gaol, but it
might be used in its present state as a lock-up house. It is mlerately secure, moderately
clean, not very well ventilated, nor very dry.  There are no day-rooms here. There are threo
gaol cells and three bridewell cells. ['here are no cells specially set apart for females, nor
anv for debtors. None of the cells have fire-places. There is a w?' small yard for the
\msoners to take exercize in. At the time of my visit, in July, 1836, 1 found two FIEONErs,

th males ; one sentenced to six months' imprisonment, and one to two manths. keeper
has once, during six years, had six prisoners here at once; generally he has only two or three,
and sometimes none st all.

The prisoners admitted in 1835 were 11 men and boys, 5 women and girls; tetal 16.
Several of the boys and girls were apprentices running away from their employers. In 1534,
18. In 1833, 12

Management.

This gaol is under the jurisdiction of the Mayor of Bideford. ‘The inmates take very little
exercise; they go out in the morning to wash, and to the necessary.  They are sometimes
asked if they wish to go out, but are said often to refuse,

There is fio association, neither among the untried nor among the convicted.  Silenee is
enforeed, as far as it is in the power of a single individual to compel it, and this individual
also engaged as master of the workhouse, ’;.i"hern i= an entire separation ; every prisoner 18
locked up in a separate cell, whether uutried or convieted. All take their meals in their
several cells, The separate confinement has been adopted during six years; it proves for-
midable; there ary'few recommittals, except of runaway boys and girls,” Visits ean only be
made by order of the magistrate, a regulation which extends to all the prisoners. The keeper
reads ail letters before they are delivered. No rule exists as to the attendance on female
prisoners by one of their own sex, but the keeper's wile generally acts the of matron, |
without any salary. There is a great want here of precise rules. Too m is left to the
discretion of the keeper. There are no debtors here at present.

5





































43 SECOND REPORT OF INSPECTORS OF PRISONS.

BouTinEny STAFFORDSHIRE.
AND WESTERN U

IhstricT,

lh_ WALSALL.
BI[I:‘IPI.TI"‘;:IH.

ELE Covsos GaoL.

County of Staford.  his prison, up to the middle of the year 1836, was one of the least worthy in England to be
Walall called by that name. The new town-council are, however, fully sensible of its defects, and have
Common Gaol.  oecupied themselves in considering the means of remedying a state of things so disereditable

to the community. In future there will probably either be no gaol at Walsall, or a new one
will be built. It is situated under the town-hall, and is below the surface of the
It is entered through an inn, by passing through the house, or otherwise through n')lhi
of the inn. As the gate of the inn is usually open, any passenger may walk into the yard and
hold a conversation with the prisoners, which ha on my first visit. No kuﬁ;mﬂﬂd
on the spot ; and anything which might pass within would be out of reach of his ]“E
excepting at the time of his visita.  The space occupied by the whole is extremely small; th
cells are few, dark, damp, and ill-ventilated, unfit even to receive night cha The gaoler
is also inspector of the new police.  As gaoler he receives a salary of £12. 10s. per annum ;
as inspector of police he obtains £75 i.véar]. , and a suit of clothes, There is no matron ; nor
has any stipulation been made with him that his wife or any other female should act in that
Ci L.

'her}; are two very contracted yards and two day-rooms. For the males there are four
eells, nud one or two cells for the females, There is no pump. The whele is in the worst
order. |

The test number of prisoners liere at one time during the last year was 17,
- On the 1st of January 1836 there ﬁ'ﬁa 1 prisoner
= February = 1
X March - 2 2
i1 A-Pr“- L a4 ﬂ
The last female prisoner was one in January of this year, who remained two days.
At the time of my first visit (April 1836) [ found only one male prisoner.
The diet is a loafl of bread daily, weighing 1lb.
1 found uo books. A ':]issenlulg minister somelimes comes b}' leave of the mg"utra.tu.
When medical aid is required a surgeon is sent for.
The keeper states that when he is absent a policeman is left in charge of the place, but such
was not the case at the time of my first visit.

WARWICKSHIRE. : '

COVENTRY.

City Gaon axp Hovse oF CorRrecTioN.
Salaries.

Countyaf Warwick,  KEEper, £200. He receives coals and candles, but no ether emolument whatever, When
—_— he convevs convicts, he is allowed 105 per day for personal expenses : he used to receive a
C'I?DEE“IIF;'I'I guinea, but the fares and coachmen are now paid by the city.
Howseot Correction,  Chaplain, £75.  He formerly reeeived £100 annually.
’ Sur_el;mﬂ, £35; for which sum he also finds medicines. Ie formerly received £30
annually.
Mnlr‘:lm, £ (is the wife of the km:-pc-r},
Two turnkeys receive each £40.

Caonstruction,
This new prison was opencd in 1830, It is secure, not overlooked, dry, and moderately well
ventilated. - only mode of heating yet practised is by coal fires in the day-rooms : there

are also two eclls containing fire-places. There are 85 or 86 cells, i.nr:lu:]ing debtors’ rooms,
but not including day-rooms: there are consequently sufficient accommodations for far more
than the usual number of inmates. The greatest number of prisoners existing at one time
during the last year was 82, but such a circumstance is rare: 1 have henee been induced to
suggest the adoption of separate confinement in this prison, provided that some means are
taken to warm the cells, and that proper regulations are framed.  All the yards are “n.rud,
and each yard has a water-closet and supply of water. In every yard there is a wash-house,
for washing the face and hands, cups, plates, &e. : this is a useful appendage to a prison-
vard, if only one prisoner is suffered to enter at the same time. There are no ﬂﬂ!f cells,
properly so called. Some of the debtors’ cells look upon the felons’ yard, and they can thus
casily communicate together. This is a fault common, indeed, to most of the cells—that the
inmate can look down upon the 3‘5':1]3. The cells, in gen:ml, are a'llﬁ'-':ilrﬂﬂ! well lighfﬂd.
and well enough ventilated ; but some have an iron sereen, which diminishes these two advan-
tages, and particularly the former one.

The number of day-rooms is 9; of cells, 86,—of which are set apart 16 for male debtors
and 2 for female debtors.
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Rills,
6. Mr. * * * bill for extra food to prisoners, and for sundries, to 24th
June 1536 5 i 4 i & g . 314 6
T.Mr. ™ * ® coptract for bread, from 17ih Mareh to 13th August
1836 . ] ; i g ; ; . 4515 9}
& Mr ® ® ® soppenet for coals, from 17th March to 13th Angust
1536 & . H g 4 5 3 i 12 6 5
9, Mr. ®* * * hill for sgoup, from 11th Janvary to 24th June 1536 . 3 0 6
10. Mr. * * * bill for meat, from 27th March to 24th June 1836 & 3 71
11. Mr. * * * Wil for oil, &c., from 11th April to 24th June 1836 : 2 6 4
12, Mr. * ® #* hill for brooms, &c., from lst Janonary to 24th June
1536 3 o : : X H 2 : 4 310
13. Mr. ® * * bill for scouring rugs and blankets, from st January
to 24th June 1536 i - i : 5 g [
14. Mr. ® * * for two grest-conis for convicts . . ; 240
15. Mr. ® * * shaving prisoners from Sth April (o 24th June 1836 . 015 ©
16. Mr. * * % fur mending prisoners’ shoes, from 29th March to 24th
June 1836 r ' - = A 4 : 4 3 6
17. Gas Cm:.p:nﬁ, contract and balance of neeount, to 24th June 1526 13 15 4
18. Mrs. * * * il for linen, from Tth May to 24th June 1536 1 2 0
19. Mr. ®* * * Lill for straw, from 16th January to 24th June 1836 . T4 0
a0, Mra., ® ®* %5 axpeentors, bill for work at gaol in 1828, 1520, and 1530 717 3
al, Mr. * * * for whitesmith's work, from January to August 1536 3 15 10
22, To two persons attending Insolvent Debtors’ Court, April and August
1836 : & . . - E - : D14 0
20th Seplember 1536
I]nru.um with Treasurer : 5 . X8 3 4
County-rate unpaid, Foleshill : H h 170 & 0 3
Ditto ditte  Keresley 8 . - 32 16 6
Diteas ditte  Wyken ; * : 80 12 &
1311 14 4
Rills for pnyment . 3 * 4 . #23 16 11%
Gaol debt to be now paid z £400 0 0
Tnterest now Lo be paid . : 105 2 6
——— B0 2 6
- B25 19 5}
Balance due to county . g g £452 14 104

Your committee beg to state that the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury have paid
their proportionate shure of the costs of prosecutions at assizes and sessions, and the whole expense
of the conveyance of transparts to the county of Warwick, but they have not paid those for Coventry,

amounting to about £100,

Your committes advise that a direct application be made to their Lordships under seal.

Your commiltee recommend that a rate should be made of 14. in the pound to meet the expenses
of the current quarter, viz., the redemption of £400 of the gaol debt, the payment of salaries, prose-
cutions, incidental expenses, and the interest then becoming due on the gaol debt.

Your committee beg to remind you that the accommodation afforded to the public applying for
justice at St, Mary’s Hall is insufficient; and your committee suggest that, whatever alterations you
may deem it necessary to make to remove the present inconvenience, the same should be perfected

hefore the winier seis in.
Y our committee beg to call your attention to the provisions of an Act passed in the last Session af

Parliament, viz., the 6th and 7th Will. 1V. . 105, wherein is set[forth * That county justices may
contract with the council of any barough in which there is a sufficient gaol for the committal of county
priseners to such borough gaol ; and where there is u separate court of quarter-sessions in the borough,
the offenders committed from the county parishes may be tried at the said sessions,”

Your committee recommend that, us the gaol and house of correction in Coventry has sufficient
room to receive forty more prisoners than are at present confined therein, you do propose to the
Warwickshire magistrates to make o contract with them for the reception of any number of county
prisoners not exceeding forly, and that your charge for the safe custody and mainienance of each pri-
soner be 1s. for ench night kept in custody.

Corentry, 20th Seplember 1536,

It appears to me that the removal of one of the two turnkeys, which is recommended in this
Report, would produce the worst possible effects on the discipline and good order of the gaol :
[ trust that it will not take place. The above Report of the County-rate Commitiee, made in
September last, was subsequently confirmed by the council, exeept with regard to the surgeon’s
salary, wherein they resolved no abatement ought to be made. At present nothing further
has been done (141 Janury 1837). I confinement in scparate cells is to be practised here,
or il each prisoner is to n-]q:(“p in a separaie cell, then it will be l-ighl inexpedicut to enter
into contract for so many as 40 eounty prisoners; 20 should in such case be the utmost
nuim ber,

By il TR | o
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III.

SooTHERN
ann WesTERN
Disericr,
Heports on
Beparate Prisons,

Coundy of
Merroneth.
Dolzelley.
County ﬂ-m{md
House of Corree-
tion for
" Merionethshire.

Corwen.
The Bridewell.

Gl SECOND REPORT OF INSPECTORS OF PRISONS.

Conveyance of Comvicts to Woolwich, '

When there is only one convict sentenced to transportation the gaoler takes him unattended,

but when there is more than one he is accompanied by an assistant.  He receives £12 for

conveying one convict, £26 for three, and £4 for the assistant, when it is necessary to have

one. While the gaoler is absent from Dolgelley on this business a constable, or some other
person, remains in the prison. The gaoler's father always lives in the prison,

General Suggestions. . .

I have recommended a few alterations which would tend to raise this gaol a little nearer to
the standard of a county prison ; among them I may notice briefly the following :—

The boundary wall to be raised in some parts, and revolving chevaux-de-frise to be fixed
on it

A matron to be appointed and regulated.

Separate beds for all. .

The separate cells not now used to be prepared for the reception of prisoners.

A sick room lor males and for females.

A bath, instead of a t]mlgh, in the n yard

A dark cell for refractory prisoners ?hm senes,

A turnkey to be added to the establishment,

Silence to be enjoined,

Tobacco to be forbidden,

Visits and letters to be regulated accurately.

A ilar diet, instead of the 2s. Gd. per week now allowed.

An allowance of soap.

CORWEN.

Tae BrIDEWELL.

The bridewell, as it is called, is a small house, inhabited by the keeper, who is a shoe-
maker, his family, and the very few prisoners who are unun]{y te be found here. The
keeper receives only £10 per annum, but, acting also as the constable of Corwen, he some-
times gains a trifle in that capacity. A load of coals is now and then sent in by the county
for the use of prisoners, if there happen to be any. The county allows 2. 6dl. for the weekly
maintenance of each prisoner; but, as the profit of their labour goes to the county, they are
often able to raise the requisite sum by their own toil ; if not, the county supplies the defi-
ciency. The keeper dresses their dinner, and provides warm water for them. In Septem-
ber 1836 I found two male prisoners here. One had been confined four weeks, and the
other so long as filteen weeks; one was a bastardy case, the other was a poacher. During
the whole time which they had passed here together they had slept in one bed, in a
small cell. Their labour consists in hrmlting stones, which &l&}r perform in a small yard at
the back of the house. There are four eells appropriated to the use of the prisoners, two on
the ground floor and twe above. The greatest number of prisoners that the present keeper
has ever had under his charge at the same time has been four ; and the longest period du
which he has detained any prisoner has been about 18 months ; in 1834 one was kept here
three months. In the year 1835 there was no prisoner at all.  From the 1st of January
1856 to the Uth of September of the same year three prisoners have been admitted. During
16 years one prizoner escaped, and was not retaken; but all other attempts have been un-
successful. I!lnring the above term of years the keeper has known no attempt to commit
suieide.

The keeper makes a singular statement, to the effect that convieted prisoners have formerl
been sent hither from Dolgelley, Locause there were at that time no means of finding labour
for them at the county gaol of Dolgelley.

The cost of bringing 12 loads of stones to the prison, for the purpose of being broken, is
g5 ls aeweek is allowed to the keeper for assisting the stones in and out, and this shilling
is only paid to him when the labour 1s actually in operation. The Inspector of Roads gives
Ls. fid. for a square yard of the stones when broken.

The prisoners are locked up at eight o'clock, both in winter and summer. In winter
are allowed to sit occasionally, after it iz dark, in a front room, which looks upon the road.

The county finds no lothes, except such as are used to work in. At present there is onl
bedding enough in the house for one prisoner; and this is offered as an explanation of the
fact which I have stated above of the two prisoners sleeping together. Maore bedding is said
to be ordered, and the keeper has engaged not to suffer the same practice to occur again,
The bedding is washed by the keeper's daughter, at the expense of II:u family. No soap is
allmwdl for any purpose ; nor is lr‘crc any compensation nor provision made for pots, pans,
or brushes.

There is ample room for eriticism here, but the state of erime is so different in North
Wales from that which exists in other parts of England, and the habits of the lower orders so
different, that it would be unfair to apply the same standard to all. The prisoners who are
placed here ought only to be such as are confined previously to commitment, and those re-
manded for further examination ; it eertainly ought not to serve as a house of correction, and,
indeed, is only an indifferent lock-up house, dplﬂ.ﬂeﬂ under the care of a shosmaker, without

rules, or the means of enforcing them; and conducted altogether with excessive parsimony
and neglect of all finess,








































