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eoElls G R A GCE

T RE G RINE
Duke of Ancafler and Kefleven,

Hereditary Lord Great Chamberlain of
EnGLAND, &Fc &

May it pleafe your GrAcE,

TO accept of this attempt to illuftrate
one of the nobleft antiquities now left
upon earth. Iam confident your Grace wiil
not diflike it, either becaufe it is a religious
antiquity, or becaufe it belongs to our own
country.

A Your
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Your Grace beft thews your regard to reli-
gion, by a conftant attendance on its duties,
in the fervice of the church; and by a regu-
lar practice of its precepts, in their whole
extent. And as you are juftly fenfible, the
foundation of religion refts on a careful obfer-
vance of the fabbath: you not only ftudy to
encourage it, by your own great example;
but likewife difcountenance, that too fafhi-
onable cuftom of travelling on fundays, and
other profanations thercof: which are the
fure root of national corruption, the {fure
prefage of national ruin.

Nor are your Grace’s virtues more conipi-
cuous, in your religious and moral character,
than in the love of your country. This you
inherit with the blood thatruns in your veins;
this you derive from an immemorial feries of
noble anceftors, renowned in our annals, for
their fteady allegiance to the fovereign power;
for their vigor in fupport of the conftitution
both in church and ftate; that have often

hazarded
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hazarded and ruined their fortunes, and
poured out their blood, in its defence. I
might inftance particularly, the great part
they bore in the Reformation, the Reftora-
tion and the Revolution.

After the honour I have enjoyed of having
been long known to your Grace: I could en-
large upon the amiable qualities of your pri-
vate life, your domeftic and focial virtues,
your humane and beneficent difpofition to all
around you, friends or dependants, or thofe
of your own family. With truth I might {ay,
that you never refuled to {erve any perfon
that applied to you, where it was in your
power : that you never knowingly did an un-
kind, an injurious thing to any perfon: that
no one ever withdrew grievid from your pre-
fence. I can fafely affirm, and fear no con-
tradiction, that juftice, honour and honefty
are fome of the real jewels, that adorn your
Grace’s coronet. And they, at this time of
day, receive a feafonable luftre, from your
high ftation, and illuftrious birth.

But
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But the agreablenefs of the {ubject infenfi-
bly drew me from my main purpofe, which
was to make this publick acknowledgment, of
the great favours your Grace has confer'd
upon me: and to beg leave to profels myielf,

May it pleafe your GrAcE,
Your GRrACE'S moft humble,

And moft devoted [ervant,

Fain. 1. 1739-40.

William Stukeley.



F'REFACE

fﬂu years I fpent fome time every fiummer in viewing, m;‘.{ﬁ;r:){:r‘r,

and confidering the works of the ancient Druids in our Ifland ; I mean

thefe remarkable cirveles of Stones which we find all over the Eingdom,

many of which I bave feen, but of many more I bave bad accounts.

Their greatne/s and mumber aflont/h'd me, nor need I be afraid to fay, their beauty

and defign, as well as antiquity, drew my particular attention. 1 could not belp

carrying my snguiries about them as far as I'was able. My fludies this wway bave

pr;z:’ a futh quantity of drazeings and seriting, webich confider’d as an intire
work, may thus be intitled,

Patriarchal CuHRISTIANITY:

O R,
A Chronological HISTOR Y
OF THE

Origin and Progrefs of true Religion, and of Idolatry.

The parts of which the whole is compos'd are thefe :

I. Canon Mofaice Chronologie, or the year of Moles feteled, by which be
rechkons time in the biflory of the old world; the time of the year ﬁx'j when cre-
ation was begun. This is done in & new manner, and becomes an intire fiffem of

from the creation to the Exodus, and is exemplified by many particular
Kalendars of the moff remarkable tranfailions ; swbich are progfs of the truth of
the Canon.  There are interfperfid a great maﬂ[p aftromomical and biffsrical illu-
Sfirations of the facred pages, particularly Sanchoniathon's genealagies, and Ma-
nethon's Egyptian Dynaflies, are apphed in a new Method to the biffory and

chromology of the Scriptures.

1. Melchifedec, or a delincation of the firf and patriarchal religion, from
the beft light we can gatber in the facred biffory 5 and from the mafl ancient bea-
then cufloms, awhich were remains of that religion,  In this ‘Tm::}ﬁ it iz fhewn,
that the firfl religion was no other than Chriflianity, the Mofaic difpenjation, as
a veil, mtervening ; that all mankind from the creation bad a knowledge of fic

plurality of perfons in the Deity.

. L Of the myfieries of the ancients, one of the firft deviations from true reli-
ion, to idolatry; this is rﬁﬁﬁj rfild in an explication of the famous table of
l%I’m‘,, or Bembin-table, pujjjb by Pignorius, Kircher, &c. wherein r.{.-ur I.v{'.r:::f:;!-
ledge which the ancients bad concerning the true nature of the Deity, is furtber

rxfidfﬂ'd.
(a) IV, A dir
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V. A difeourfe on the bieroglyphic learning of the ancients, and of the origin of
she aipbabet of letters.  Very many biereglypbic monuments of the Egyptians are
explan'd, more efpecially thofe that relate to their true notions of the perfons in the
Deity. The time and rifé of the alphabet of lotters is deduc'd from a new founda-
tion, The prefent fjuare Hebrew charadters are fbewn to be the primitive idea of
ietters, from whence all others are deriv'd, Whence the idea of every letter was
taken? an explication of all the old Hebrew coins seith Samaritan charaélers.

V. The patriarchal biffory, particularly of Abraham, s largely purficd; and
the :fr‘d’fd&fﬂ{'ﬁd of the thninﬁ .figmy into #;I‘Jl'ﬁam’ of Britain, about or joon after
bis time ; awhence the erigin of the Druids, of their Religion and writing ; &
brought the patriarchal Religion along with them, and fime knoseledge of fym.
or bicrogplyphics, like thoje of the ancient Eg)l('pdins; they bad the notion and ex=
peclation of the Myfiab, andof the time of the year when be was to be born, of bus
sfice and death,

VI, Of the Temples of ehe Druids in Britain, their religious rites, orders, fa-
erifices, groves, tombs, their curfus’s, places of [ports and exercifes, &c. particu-
larly an ample and accurate defeription of that flupendous temple of theirs at
Abury iz North Wiltthire, #be moff augufl sork at this day upen the globe of the
earthy with many prints of ground-phts, views and admeafirements of all its
parts ; of their manner of b_ﬁ‘ﬁlﬁfﬂn’; an accouit of my digging into many of their

barrows and tamuli, with drawings of them, &c.

VIL Of the celcbrated Stonchenge, another Temple of theirs, with prints of
that work; an account of the barrows I dug up, and what was difeover’d in them ;
of the bnoeledge the Druids bad of the magnetical compafi, and conjellures of the
particular times when theff works swere made, fong before Cafar arriv'd in Britain.

I propofe to publifh thefe two firfl, and preceed to the fpeculative parts after-
'Ia-wraf ; ‘I:"g'fm'ﬁ': them, é‘:ad willing, to r.!arP::a!m'rr .!'Emcﬁ:f my ."_g',r‘.fr.'jwl
My intent is (bofides prefervimg the memory of thefe extraordinary montiments,
So much to the bonour of our country, now in great danger of ruin) to ate, ds
much as I am able, the knwwledge and pradlice of ancient and true Religion; to
revive in the winds of the learned the [pirit of Chriflianity, nearly as old as the
Creation, wbhich is now languifbing among us; to reffore the firf} and great Fdea of
the Desty, wwbs bas carry'd en the fame regular and golden chain of Religion from
the beginming to this day; fo warm our ﬁ’arr: inty that true _,r':'}rfe of Religion,
wwlrich keeps the medium between ignorant fuperfiition and learned free-thinking,
between flovenly fanaticifin and popifh pageantry, betsween enmtbufiafin and the ra-
tional worfbip of Gad, which is no where upon carth done, n my judgment, better
than in the Church of England. And fecing a jpirit of Sceptecifim bas of late
become fi fafbionable and audacious as to firike at the fundamentals of all revela-
tiom, I bave endeavoured to trace it-back to the fountain of Divinity, whence it
Sows; and fbew that Religion is one fiftem as old as the wworld, and that is the
Chriftian Religion ; that God did nst leave the rational part of bis crettion, like
the colony of an ant-bill, with no other gusde than infindt, but progortion'd bis
difcsvertes to the age of the world, to the karning, wifdom, and experience of it ;
as a wife parent aves now fo bis children, I _;'?:j! Shew Lkewsife, that our prede-
cegore, the Druids of Britain, the' lft in the extremefl awefl to che improvement of
their vior thoughts, yet advand'd their inguiries, under all dijadvantages, o fuch
beights, as flould make ower moderns afbam'd, to wink in the_fun-flive of learning
and religion. And we mdy with reafin conclude, there was famewbat very ex-
trasrdinary in thefé principles, which prompred them to fuch a moble [pivit as pro-
duced thefe works, fMill wifible with us, wf,r‘rp';.\!l Jir grandeur, fimplicity and anti-
guity, exceed any of the European wonders, That
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That the dollrines and works of the Druids have bitherto been f Iittle confider-
ed ( fince autbors only tranferibe from ene to another, the few remaining feraps to
be found in claffic awriters) was an incentive to me likewife in the ﬁ%mng at-
tempe, and at the fame time it pleads for me, and ks the reader’s favour.
T want likewife the great advantages to be bad from a knowledge of the remaining
Celtic languages, books, manufiripts, and byftory, the Cornith, Welth, Irith,
Highland, &c. the chief repofitory now of their %r.-‘nﬂ and cuffoms ; fo that in
sy owen cpinion I may very well jay with the poer,

Interea Dryadum filvas & faxa fequamur
Intactas, tua Mecenas haud mollia juffa.  Pirgil.

And the' there bas been of late a large wolume publih'd on the fibjet of Stone-
henge, yet we may well Jay there bas nothing been wrote wupon the fubjell. Nor
bave I any other notion of this performance, than that it is as a firft attempe to
Jfay fomething upen thofé famous philofiphers and priefts the Druids, who are never

n of in antiquity but with a note of admiration ; and are ahways rank'd with
the Mags of the Perfians, the fﬂ:ﬂgﬂﬁﬁ@ﬂ: of the Indians, the prophets and bie-
nts of the Egyptians, and thofe fort of patriarchal pricfls, whef orders com-
menc'd before fdolatry begans from whom the Pythagoreans, Platonifts, and Greek
philofapbers learn'd the beft things they Jnew.  To clear away rubbifh, and lay a
foundation enly, in this difficult and obfcure work, is doing fomewvbat,  The method
of writing which I bave chofé is a diffufive one, nat pretending to a formal and
JHf febalaftic prosf of every thing I fay, awbich swould be odisus and irkfome to the
reader, as well as myfelf. The kmrwledge I bave argﬂfma" in thele matters, was
from examining and [fudying their works ; the proofs are deriv'd from diffant and
different topicks, and it would be very inconvenient to marfbal them fyllogiftically
in a work of this nature ; the proof reficlts from the intire works in all matters of
[f& great antiquity it muft be Sfound out by the reader ; and to one that bas proper
fagacity and judgment, conviction will fleal apon bim j%ﬁﬁﬁlﬁ'. if T am wat mif-
taken; and be will mon the evidence in general, is as firong ai the nature of the
bt will bear, or requires.

It was very difagreeable to me that I was forc'd to combar againft a beok pub-
lifi'd in the name of the celcbrated Inigo Jones, for whofé memary I bave the
greateft regard. I wonder the publifber of that work did not think of a very eajy
method to convince Elfmﬁgf that bewas in an error.  If Stonehenge /s @ Roman
weork, it was certainly built by the Roman fFale; bad be reduc’d bis own meajicres
to that flandard, be would bave feen the abfiurdity of bis epinion; for we cannot
think that a temple, or elgant building, as be would bave it, fhould not fhew its
Sounders by the feale on which it is_form'd; they are all fraciions in the Roman
feale, undoubted evidence that the Romans bad no band in it, For there is mo
meaning, no defign in the choice of the meafitres, neither in general wor particu-
lar s a thing umworthy of a great architell, or a great defign.  But it appears
wvery evident to me, that Inigo Jones bad little or no part in that work, efpecially
as 1t is moulded at prefent ; and I think I bave reafon to be of opinion that be never
drew the defigns therein publifbed, becaufe I fhould be umuviliing to fay be knewingly
Jalfified them, I bave very much fbortened what Ihad to jay againft that lbook,
becaufe I bave no lve for wrangling, and barely mention'd what was neceffary,
that the reader may have a true notion of this noble antiquity.
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STONEHENGE
A WORK of the
Britifh  Duivs

DESGCRIB'D,

CH AP~ L

Of the Situation of Stonehenge in general. That it was a temple of
the Druids, of the patriarchal mode, who were a moff ancient
oriental colony. In later times, the Belgm from the continen:,
conquer'd this country from them.  Whence thefe flones were
brought 2 Of their nature, magnitude, weight. Of the mea-
Jure of the Druids, the ancient Hebrew cubst, and its propor-
tion to the Englifh foor,

HE Wiltftire downs, or Salyffury plain, (as commonly call'd) for

extent and beauty, is, without controveriy, one of the moft delight-

ful parts of Britain. But of late years great encroachments have

been made upon it by the plough, which threatens the ruin of this
fine champain, and of all the monuments of antiquity thereabouts, Monu-
ments, we can fcarce fay, whether more wonderful in themfclves, more ob-
ferv'd, or lefs underftood! among them, Stenebenge has been eminent from the
remoteft ages, tho' 'tis not the greateft, moft confiderdble, or moft ancient.
But "tis my intent to begin ty difcourfe from it, becaufe the lateft, and from
thence proceed upwards in our inquiries, about the times and authors of thefe
flupendous works, the temples of the Druids in our Iland : for I cannot doubt
that Stenebenge was fuch, The idea we conceive of the diftance of time, when
thele kind of works were made, cannot be ill-form'd, if we confider, that the.
utmoft accounts of 'em we bave in writing, are from the Britens, the remains
of the people who lived here, at the time of the Roman invafion, - This is men-
tion'd 1 fome manuferipts of Ninnius before the Saxons and Danes came over.
And the oldelt Brizans ipeak of this only by tradition, far above all memoerial.
‘They wonder'd at Stonebenge then, and were as far to feek about the founders
and intent of it, as we now, They have recourle to magic, as is ufaal, when
they would account for any thing feemingly fo much above human power, to
accomplith, They tell us, thefe ftones of immente bulk were brought from a
plain, in the middle of Irelaid, and the like. Which reports give us only no
obfcure hint of their true duthors, the Druids, who were fam'd for n‘nag_-ju:Ii

an
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SEONEHENGE

and-were driven laft into Jreland, in the time of the Romans. There they built
fuch like works again, or their-brethren had built before ; il Chriftianaty, to
which the greateft and pureft part of their own dotrine was akin, foon put
an end to their polity, which the Reman arms could not do. And they em-
brac'd that religion, to which their own opinions and rites had fo direét a ten-
dency. ‘This s the fentiment of Origen on Exefsel iv. And 'ts ﬁuﬁcicpﬂ
evident, if we confider, that the firlt planters of Chraftianity in Jrvland, 1
mediately converted the whole ifland, without fo much as the blood of one
martyr. Nay, the Druids themielves, atthar time the only national priefts,
embraced it readily, and forwe of titem wverevery'zealous preachers of it, and
effectual converters of others.  For inftance, the great Columbanus himfelf was
a Druid : the apoftle of Ireland, Cormwall, Ge.  We need not be forpriz'd at
this, when we affert, that there is very much reafon to belicve, thefe famous
philofophic priefls came hither, as a Phanfecian colony, in the very carlieft
times, even as fbon as Tyre was founded : during the life of the patriarch
Abrabam, or very foon after. Thercfore they brought along with them the
patriarchal religion, which was fo extremely like Chriftianity, thatin effeét it
differ'd from it only in this; they believed in a Mefliah who was to come into
the world, as we believe in him-that is caome.. Further,. they came from that
very country where Abrabam liv'd, his fons and grandfons; a family God al-
mighty had feparated from the grofs of mankind, to ftifle the feeds of idola-
try; a mizhty prince, and preacher of righteoufnefs. And the' the memoirs
of our Druids are extremely fhort, yet .we can very evidently difcover from
them, that the Druids were of Abrabam’s religion intirely, at leaft in the ‘ear=
lieft times, and worlhipp'd the fupreme Being in the fame manner as he did,
and probably according to his example, or the example of his and their com-
mon anceltors.
~ All this I {hall prove, in the purfuit of this work. But before we come to
{peculation, intend to give an exact defcription of their feveral temples, and the
like works; for fuch will be a goed foundation for us to build upon. That
we may proceed from things evident and more known, to thofe lefs known,
and which we defign to rmﬂfc evident, as well as we are able, and the nature
of it will permit. A matter {o immers'd in the dark mift of time, where very
few fcatter'd traces remain, muft needs befpeak the reader’s candor.  The dig=
nity of the fubject will excufe my boldnefs in attempting one {0 difficult. And
however I fucceed in accounting for thefe wonderful works ; at leaft, I fhall be
inftrumental in preferving their memory, in giving jult drawings of them.
Stonebenge, by the extravagant grandeur of the work, has attracted the eyes
and admiration of all ages. After the reformation, upon the revival of learning
:u:nnnlg us, the curious began to confider it more intimately, 1 cannot fay fuc-
cefsfully. Mr. Camden role as the fun of antiquity, that put out former lights,
and, like Cafar, affrights all that value a reputation, from attemptin any thing
in his way. His great {kill in Roman learning, and our Englifh hiﬁurf,' only
enabled him to be, as it were, filent on Stemebenge. He faw with excellent
judgment, that neither Roman nor Englijh had place there, or could ferve to il-
luftrate it. He writes modeftly, as his manner was; * Of thefe things I am
* not able fo much to give an accurate account, as mightily to grieve, that
* the founders of this noble monument cannot be trac’d out.” Hie could not
perfuade himfelf that either Romans, Saxons or Danes had any hand in it, And
as for his reprefentation of it in picture, I verily believe, it was drawn only
from fancy or memory, or by fome engraver from his oral defeription. 4. D,
1620, king Fames L. being at the earl of Pembroke's feat at #elton, and a
bly furpriz'd with the fight of Stomebenge, confulted the famous archite Inig
Jfomes, upon it; thinking it a matter in his way. This great man, who de-
fervedly may be ftiled the Englifh Fitruvius, gave his opinion of it, as a Ro-
man work ; and left, I fuppofe, fome few indigefted notes in writing there-
upon,
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upon, From which his fon-in-law Yobn Webb compos'd an intire treatife, en-
deavouring to prove it. But they that are anquaimeﬁith Roman architecture,
or have confider'd Stenebenge, muit needs be of a different opinion, And as
my Lord Bithop of Londsn well obferves, in his notes on Gamden, “ it cannot be
 fafe to clofe with Mr, Fomes, tho' his book otherwife be a learned and ingeni-
* ous piece.”  Juigo JFomes lived 30 years after this, and yet Mr. 77ebb makes an
apology for his work, ¢ that if he had furviv'd to have done it, with his own
“ hmﬁ{ it would have been better,” But 'tis very reafonably believ'd, that tho’
Jigzo Foanes was an extraordinary genius in architecture, yet he wanted many
qualifications for an anthor, efpecially in fuch a work as Stonchenze. 'Tis my
opinion, that had his architectonic {kill been united to Mr, Camden's learning,
he could never have demonitrated Stonebenge to be a Roman work, Afier-
wards, Dr. Charlfon publifh'd a piece againft /#%b#'s performance, and certain-
Iy has faid enough to overthrow it, tho' he could not with equal fuccefs efta-
blith his own opinion, that it was the work of the Danes. Whereas Olazes Wor-
miszes finds no fuch monuments among the Gathic nations: which, as Mr, 7i-
land obferves, is anfwer fufficient to his allemation.  #%bd anfwer'd the Doftor's
book, and by turns effectually demolifb’d his opinion, but could not ftill vin-
dicate his own. Yet from all their difputations, no fpark was ftruck, towards
a difcovery of the real truth.  What is the worlt part in both performances of
Mr. #7%ebb, his reprefentation of the real monument in his drawings, is fictiti-
ous. And, as Mr. Aubry rightly obferves, ** in endeavouring to retrieve a picce of
* architecture in Fizruvins, he abufes the reader with a falfe reprefentation of the
“ whole.” It requires no great pains to prove this, nor need we take much time
to be fatisfy'd in it: the work is {till extant.  As foon as a judicious eye comes
upon the fpot, we difcern that Febl’s equilateral triangles forming the cell are
fancies : his three entrances acrofs the ditch are o too; and that he has wrn'd
the cell a fixth part from its true fituation, to favour his imaginary hypothefis.
But 'tis againft my inclination to find fault with the labours of others, nor do
1 thereby feek to bribe the reader in my own favour. I had a great pleafure for
feveral years together, in viewing and examining thele noble remains of our
anceftors. 'What 1 wrote about them, was for my private amufement, and that
of friends. And I publith them only for the honour of my country, and in
hopes that fuch a publication will not be unferviceable to religion ; which is
my ultimate view.

Tha' Stenebenge be the proudeft fingularity of this fort, in the world, as far
as we know: yetthere are fo many others, manifeftly form'd upon the {ame,
or kindred defign, by the fame meafure, and for the fame purpafe, all over the
Britanic ifles; that we can have no room to doubt of their being made by the
fame people, and that by diretion of the Britifb Drids, There are innume-
rable, from the land's end in Cormwall, to the utmolt northern promontory in
Seotland, where the Roman power never reach’'d.  They are to be found in all
the iflands between Scotland and freland, ifle of Man, all the Ordmey illands,
& ¢, and numerous in freland itfelf.  And there is no pretence, as far as I can
fee, for any other perfons or nations being the founders of them. They are
circles of ftones, generally rude, of different diameters, upon elevated ground,
barren, open heaﬂg'; and downs; chiefly made of ftones taken from the fur-
face of the ground. There are no remembrances of the founders, any other
than an uninterrupted tradition of their being facred ; that there is medicinal
virtue in them ; that they were made by the Jrifb; that they werc brought
from Afric; that they were high-places of worthip; fanctuaries; bowing, ado-
ring places; and what names they commonly have, intimate the is'um ﬂ'lll:lg*
And in many places the expres remembrance and name uf+ Druids remain,
and the people bury their dead in or near them to this day, thinking them he-
ly ground. Mr. Toland in his hiftory of the Druids, P ai)- tells us, “ In

3 @

" Gealegfla’'s mount in Inifeen in the county of Dunega ruidels of that
“ name
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* parme lived; it fignifies white-legg'd, according to the ancient manner in
« Homer'stime. On that hill is her grave and her temple, being a fort of di-
“ minutive Stomebenge, which the Oﬁ] Trifb, at this day, dare not any way
¢ profane” Many inftances of this fort, of all thefe particulars, we have in
our ifland : particularly the temple on Temple-downs by Abury. Whatever is
dug up in or near thefe works are manifeftly remains of the Druid times; urns,
bones, ornaments of amber, glafs beads, {nake-ftones, amulets, celts, flint-
hatchets, arrow-heads, and .ﬁlﬂ%l things as befpeak the rudeft ages, the utmoft
antiquity, moft early plantations of people that came into our ifland, foon af-
ter Noal's flood. I have all the reafon in the world to believe them an orien-
tal colony of Phamicrans; at leaft that fuch a one came upon the firft Celric
planmtinn of ple here: which reafons will a pear in IIEOA: pmgrr:l's of this
difcourfe, I fuppofe in matters of fuch extraordinary antiquity, it would be
abfurd to fet about a formal demonftration; and thofe readers would be alto-
gether unreafonable, that expect we prove every fact here, as they would do
by living witnefles, before a court of judicature.  'When all is confider’d, that
I have put together on this affair, a judicious perfon, I prefume, will agree, I
have made the matter fufficiently evident, and as much as the nature of things

uires.

In the times juft preceding the coming of the Romans into Britarn, the Bel-
g, a moft pnwerlg'l colony from the Galiie continent, had firmly feated
themielves all over the country, where Stonebenge is fituate, quite to the fou-
thern fea; taking in the fouth part of #Wiltfire, and all Dorfirfiire.  Wilk-
fbire has its name from the river #7lly, which in #elfb is woyk, in Latin, va-
gire, from its noife. A river of like name in Northamptonfbire. Upon the
former river at Wiltom, probably liv'd the Garvilius, one of the four kings
that fought Fulius Cefar, the picture of whofe twmulus we have given towards
the end. The Belpe came into Britain upon the fouth, as other Coltic nations
before had fix'd themfelves from the eaft, Kenr, the Thames, &¢. fuch as the
Cantit, Segontiaci, Atrebates, &¢. fo that in Cefar's time, all the fouth and
eaft parts of Britain were difpoflefs'd of their original inhabitants, and led
from the continent : and this very work of Stenebenge was in the hands of the
Belgee, who built it not.  In my itinerarium curicfum, p. 181. 1 obferv'd no
lefs than four fucceffive boundary ditches here, from the fouthern fhore ; which
with good reafon, I fuppos'd, were made by the Befye, as they conguer'd the
country by degrees, from the aboriginal inhabitants, This (hews, tqhé_-,r muft
have been a long while about it, that the Britons difputed every inch of ground
with them, and that for two reafons; as well becaufe of the extraordinary
beauty and goodnefs of the country, as fighting pro ards & ficis for their great
temple of Sramebenge: not to fpeak of that other greater temple, a little more
northward, av Abury.  The Segontioci had got Hampfbire, to the ealt of
them, before, as far as the fbfin‘:fum river, angntha Atrebates, Berkflire. The
firft ditch runs between the river of Blandford, formerly Alaune, and the ris
ver of Bere, the piddle in Dorftfbire, two or three miles fouth of ie
The fecond runs to the north of Cranborn chafe, upon the edze of Wiltfhire,
by Pentridy: it divides the counties of Doryét and #5lts.  The third is confpi-
cuous upon Salifbury plain, as we pafs from #ilton to Stonchenge, about the
two-mile ftone, north of Wilton: it is drawn between the river Awom and the
#Willy, from Dornford to Newton. The fourth is the more famous Wanfiite,
of great extent. Guwahan in old Britifh fignifies foparatio, diffinéfio guahann
Jfeperare, and that undoubtedly gave name to the ditch. ‘The method of all
thefe ditches, is, to take the northern edge of a ridge of hills, which is al-
ways fteep; the bank is on the fouth fide. And inmy itinerary, p. 134. 1
fhow'd a moft evident demonftration, that it was made before the time of the
Romans, in the paifage of the Reman road down Rumeay hill. Tae. IL
Wanfdike is the laft advanc'd poft of the Belgz northwards, and that it was
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made after Stzmebenge was built, is plain, becaufe the flones that compofe the
work, were brought from Marlforough downs in north W/ileflire, beyond the
dike; and as then in an enemy's country.  And moft probably it was built be-
fore the Belger fet footing in Britain, becaule ot the great number of barrows
or fepulchral fumul about it, which, no doubr, were made for the burial of
kings and great men, _

The ftones of which Stenchenge is compos'd, beyond any controverly, came
from thofe called the gray weathers, upon Marlberough downs near Abury;
where is that other moit wonderful work of this fort, which 1 fhall deicribe
in my next volume. Thisis 15 or 16 miles off.  All the oreater ftones are of
that fort, except the altar, which is of a {till harder, as delign'd to refift fire.
The pyramidals likewife are of a different fore, and mueh harder than the reft,
like thofe of that ather Druid temple call'd the Fedd ngs, at Stanton-drew in
Smn_;ﬁr ye. L. Hﬂ.bi-‘_}' was at Stomefenge in the year 1720, and brought a
piece of it to the Rn'yni Society, I examin'd it with a microfcope.  "Tis 2
compolition of cryftals of red, green and white colours, cemented together b
nature’s art, with opake granules of flint! o tony matter., The Doétor ob-
ferv'd fiom the general wear of thie weather upon thie thanes, chat the work muit
be of an extraordinary antiquity, and for ou: he Le knew, 2 or 3000 years old,
But had the Dotor been at Abury, which 1s made of e Lime tlones, he might
well from the like argumentation conclude, it work 45 old again as Sesmebenge,
at leaft much older, and T verily believe it, INoveribelets thic corrent of {0 ma-
ny ages has been more mur::ifu{ to Stomelenge, than thc nfblence of rapacious
hands, (befides the meﬂ faccage bronght upon he ik of old) by the un-
accountable folly of mankind, in briaking pieces i with greac hammers,
"This deteftable praétice arofe from the filly notion ot vie ftoncs being factitious.
But, alas! it would be a greater wonder to make them by art, than to carry
them 16 miles by art and flrength; and chole people muflt be inexculable,
that deface the monument for fo tifling a fancy.  Anocher argument of vulgar
incogitancy, is, that all the wonder of the work confiits, in the difficalty of
counting the ftones ; and with that, the infinite numbers of daly vifiunts
bufy themfelves. This feems to be tie remains of fuperitiuon, and the noton
of magic, not yet got out of peoples heads, fince Druid-times.  But indeed a
ferious view of this magnificent wonder, is apt to put a thinking and judicious
perfon into a kind of ecftacy, when he views the ftruggle between art and na-
ture, the grandeur of that art that hides itfelf, and fecms unartful. For tho'
the contrivance that put this mafly frame together, muit have been exquifite,
yet the founders endeavour'd to hide it, by the feeming rudenefs of the work.
The bulk of the conftituent parts is fo very great, that the mortaifes and tenons
muft have been prepar'd to an extreme nicety, and, like the fabric of Safi-
man's temple, every {tone tally'd ; and neither axes nor hammers were heard
upon the whole ftructure. Neverthelefs there is not a ftone at Sronchenge, that
felt not, more or lefs, both ax and hammer of the founders. Yet 'tis highly
entertaining to confider the judicious carelefnefs therein, really the grand

ufto, like a great mafler in drawing, fecure of the effet: a true malter-piece.

very thing proper, bold, aftonithing, The lights and fhades adapted with
inconceivable juftnefs. Notwithftanding the monftrous fize of the work, and
every part of it; 'tis far from appearing heavy : 'tis compos'd of feveral [pecies
of work, and the proportions of the diflimilar parts recommend the whole, and
it pleafes like a magical fpell. No one thinllc:s any part of it too great or too
little, too high or too low. And we that can only view it in its ruins, the lefs
regret thofe ruins, that, if poffible, add to its folemn majefty.

The ftones of the gray weathers are of a baftard fort of white marble, and
lic upon the furface of the ground, in infinite numbers, and of all dimenfions.
They are loofe, detach'd from any rock, and doubtlefs ]al'{“:therﬂ ever fince the
creation. Being folid parts thrown out to t]&: furface of the fluid globe, when

its



6

STONEHENGE

its rotation was firft imprefs'd.  All our Druid temples are built, where thefe
fort of ftones from the furface can be had at reafonable diftances; “for they are
never taken from quarries. Here is a very good Tarrf at Chifrmiard in this
country, Salifbury cathedral, and all the great buildings are thence 7 but "tis
a ftone quite different to our work. It was a matter of much labour to draw
them hither, 16 miles. My friend the reverend Dr. Stepherr Hales, the excel-
lent author of vegetable ftatics, and other works, computed them as follows.
The ftone at the upper end of the cell, which is fallen down and broke in half]
is in length (fays h::? z¢ feet, in breadth 7 feet, and in thicknefs at a ‘medium
3 ¢, amounts to 62 cubic feet. Now acubic foor of Hedington {tone weighs
near 1544 pounds troy. If Efwﬁng: ftone be of the fame (pecific gravity, it
will amount to 94,348 pounds, whichis 31§ tuns. But if this be of the fame
fpecific gravity as Burfird ftone, which weighs to 1 gf-} the cubic foot, then it
will weigh g5319 pounds troy, of 32 tuns. * If it be equal to Blaidon itone,
which is 187 pounds troy per cubic foet, then it weighs 114444 pounds troy,
or 38 runs.  But I am fure that the flone is of confiderably larger dimenfions,
than what Dr. Hales has {tated it at, and that the fort of ftone is much heavier
than that of the largeft fpecific gravity he {peaks of, and that it amonnts to
more than 4o tuns, and requires more than 140 oxen to draw it; yet this i
not the heavieft ftone at the place.

The notion we ought to entertain of Stenehenge is not a little enhanc'd, by
the difcovery 1 made from frequent menfurations there. It gave me the op-
portunity of finding out the flandard and original meafure, which the people
usd, ‘l."i-'l?l'{) made this and all other works of this kind.  And this precludes
any tedious difputation againit the opinion of authors; for whoever makes any
eminent building, moft certainly forms it upon the common meafire in ufe,
among the people of that place. Therefore if the proportions of Sfomehince
fall into frattions and uncouth numbers, when meafuc'd by the Englils,
Freneh, Roman, or Grecian foot, we may affuredly conclude, the architedts
were neither Englifh, French, Roman or Greeks. Thus, for inflance, when
the accurate Greaves tells us, the door of the Pantleor (which is of one fione)
is of Englifl foot-meafure 19 foot £2% within : fhould we not be apt to affert
at firft fight, that the architeét in fo coftly a work, did not chufe his meafures
at random, but intended that this dimenfion fhould be zo feet? When we
confider this building is at Rome, and that it amounts to 20 Romar feet, muft
we not conclude, it was erected by the Remran flandard? adding too, that all
the reft of the dimenfions of this ftately firuGore fall a}:-rl}r and judicioufly into
the fame ftale. 5o aslong as any wgg:lg:‘a of St. Panl's cathedral remain, the
Englyh foot, by which it was built, will eafily be known. I mufl prepare the
reader for a right underftanding of our Druid edifices, by informing him, that
Stenebenge, and all other works of this nature in our ifland, are creCted by that
moft ancient meafure call'd a cubit, which we read of in the holy ferigiures,
and in ancient profane authors. 1 mean the fame individual meafire, call'd the
Hebrew, Egyptian, Phenician cubit; moft probably derivid from Neah and
sAdam. "Tis the fame that the pyramids of Egygs and other their works are
pmjeﬂed upon ; the fame as that of Mofes's tabernacle, Sehmen's temple, &e.
and we may reafonably pride ourfelves 1n poflefling thefe vifible mopuments of
the old meafure of the world. My predeceflor Bithop Cumberfand {hows, enough
to fatisfy us, that the Egyptian and Hebreww meafure was the fame, tho he has
not hit upon that meafure, to a nicety. My friend and collegue Dr. Arfuri
not has been more fuccefsful, in applying it to fuch parts of the greater pyra-
mid, ﬂﬁﬂ'idﬂnﬂf eftablith its mpﬂrtiun, to our Eugf{'ﬁl foat, from the men-
fures Greaves has left us: and thows it to be 2o inches and § of Englih meafure,
Thus the Dodtor obferves the fide of the areater pyramid at bafe, is 697 Englilh
feet; which amounts exaltly to 400 Egyprian cubits, a full and fuitable num-

ber for fuch a fquare work, and without queftion the originally defign'd mea-
{ure,
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fure, the fadium of old. 1 have taken notice that Inigo fones obferv'd the like
dimenfions, in laying out the plot of Lincolu's-Inn-fields. The Dotor adds
many more inftances, dedoc’d in the fame way, to confirm it, 1add, that
Greaves fays, the lowermoft fleps of the pyramid are near 4 feet in heioht,
which amounts to 2 cubits and 2 palms, They are 3 foot in breadth, 7. e
1 cubit 4 palms. The length of the declining firft entrance is 92 feet and an
half, /. ¢. 55 cubits. The length of the next gallery is 110 feet, which a-
mounts to 6o cubits. There is another gallery in the pyramid, of the fime
length. Mr, #ebd fays the diameter of Stomebenge is 110 feet. This would
tempt one to fufpect the fame meafure us'd in both, Thus the diameter of the
like work at Rewldrich in Oxfordfbire, defcrib'd by Dr. Phe, is 15 yards, 7. .
110 feer, grofsly meafur'd.  Father Brotdais in his obfervations on upper E-
¢, in our Phrl, Tran. found a door-cafe made of one ftore, in a magnificent
building, it was 26 ; feet in height, thisis 15 cubits. Dr. Huntingfor, in the
fame 'Ifaryf fays, he found the fphynx flanding by the northern pyramids to be
110 feet in circuit, £ e. 60 cubits. Prokny in his IVth book, and Pliny
XXX VIL——fpeak of the obelifk rais'd by king Ramefs at Heligpolis, which
Mrc. W ebb, p. 34. gives the length of in Englifh feet, 136. This is 8o cu-
bits. That which Augufius fet up in the circus maximus at Rome upon re-
duction of Egypr, IWebb fays, is 120 feet g inches, which amounts to 7o cubits,
Another, Augufius fer up in the campus martius, which he fays is g foot higher,
£ ¢, 5 cubits. He fpeaks again of that erected by Fontana before St. Peter's,
81 feet, which was o cubits. I fuppole the bafe being injur'd, it was cut a
little fhorter. Thisatthe bafe, he fays, is g foor fquare, 7. e. 5cubits. The
Fatican obelifk is 170 foot high, which is 100 cubits. 12 foot broad at bot-
tom, which is 7 cubits; at top a third part lefs.

Henee we ga[he:r, the mealure of the hew-bread table of the Tews, a cubit
and half in height, Exed. xxv. 23. 1t had a golden crown about it, meaning
a moulding, or verge or cornith, as upon our tea-tables. = peripberia, coro-
#a, becaule 12 loaves were to be pil'd upon it. It was 31 inches in height,
that of cur ordinary eating-tables. And we thall find by this fime cobit divi-
ded into its 6 tophacly’s or palms, all dar Druid works are perform’d. "Tis not
to be wonder'd at, that it {hould come into Britasn, with an eaftern colony
under the conduct of the Egyptian, Tyrian, Phanician Heveules, ( who was the
fame perfon ) about Abrabem’s time, or {oon after, as I have good reafons to
believe, which will be fhown in its proper place.

GH AP Il

Of the nameof Stonehenge.  Thefe works prior to the Roman #iwmses.
Wha were the builders? Of the general fituation of it, again.
Of the beauty of its general proportion. A peep into it.  Awalk
round the avea. Remarks on two flonies flanding on the vallum,
and two correfponding cavities for water vafes: explained from
ancient coins. That the Wellh are the remains of the Belge
from the continent, whe lived bere at the Roman invafion, arnd
by whafe reports, Stonehenge was built by the maff ancient orien-
tal colony, that brought the Druids hither.

O M E we to the name of Stonebenge, fo call'd by our Saxon anceflors;

an argument fufficient, t were not the builders of it; they would

have called it by a more hon name. Robe hengenne is in Saxan a hang-
ing-
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ing-rod or pole, i.e. a gallows; and Stonebenge isa flone gallows, called fo from
the hanging parts, architraves, or rather impofts, the more remarkable part;
and which only can perfuade people from thinking, the ftones grewin the very
place, (as they exprefs it.) And fo Mr, Camden, Dr. Holland, Mr. Webh and
others think, of the wonderful work at Abury; becaufe there are none of
thefe overthwart ftones, as here. Many are fo afltonifhed at the bulk of thefe
ftones, that meafuring all art and power by their own, they had rather think,
they fprouted up in their places, Iiﬁc mulhrooms, at regular diftances, in ma-
thematical circles; than that they were plac’'d there by human induflry, forex-
cellent purpofe.  But pendulous rocks are now called henges in 2orkfhire, and
1 have been informed of another place there called Stonelenge, being natural
rocks. So that I doubt not, Stsmebenge in Saxon fignifies the hanging ftones,
In Cormwallis a Heath call'd now Heng/fon down, probably from fuch a work as
ours, now demolithed. It isin the hundred of Eaffe. And near it, is that
other memorable Antiguity, compoefed of many upright ftoncs, call'd the Hur-
lers, a2 Druid temple.  The old Britens or #eift cail Stonchenge chorr ganr,
which fome interpret clorea gigantrm, the giants dange: 1judge, more rightly
charus magmus, the great choir, round church, or temple.  As Banchor (where
probably was of old, anocther Druid temple  means the high temple.  But they
miftake it for chorea, clwwarae jyuare, a bull, dance; as Necham fings;

Nedilis off lapidum ffrullura, chorea gigantum :
Ars experta fuum Jﬂ?ﬂf, f.'éri:g‘ff opis.

Mr., Camden defines the work corone in moadum. The Latin coranaa crown,
corolfa a ghirland, and the Britifh crewn comes from its circular form, as eir
chorus, The armoric Britons call erym rotundus, kruin the Frifh. CGiryn is
the round tip of any thing, many fuch like words in all the Celtde dialeéis.
The elorus of a building among Rewan chriftians, became appropriate to the
more facred part, or ealt end of churches, always trn'd of a circular form;
from the time of Comffantine the Great. Thus all the churches in the hol

land, thus the chapel in Colcbefler caf\de, and in the Tower of Londen, { both,
in my opinion, bmlt about his time ) are round at the eaft end. The old Bri-
tons or Wellb, we find, hada notion of its being a facred place, tho' they were
not the builders of it; for I take them to be the remains of the Celtic people
that came from the continent, who chiefly inhabited England, at lealt the
{fouth part, when the Remans invaded the ifland, they are more particularly
theremains of the Belyee. 1 fuppofe their name #elfb, a corruption of Befpr,
'Ousrga in greek, Welgifchen and felfchen in german,  Strals IV, fpeaks
of their way of making flannel, called 2zuw, for which our #edb are o fa-
mous. Strabs gives the celtic word without the guttural afpirate, chlena in la-
tin. The moft ancient inhabitants, the remains of the old Phamieran colon

and primitive Celts who built Stonehenge, were the Picfs, Scors, Highlund and
Irifb, all the fame people, tho' pr:rhapa differing fomewhat in dialeét, as in i-
tuation : no otherwile than a Cemberdand-man and one of Somerfitfbire now.
The &rﬁ:i]ﬁ, I fuppofe, fome remains too, of the old oriental race. But at
this very day in #ales, they call every antiquated appearance beyond memory,
Irifh, Upon view of land, that from bﬂ)rc any ones remembrance appears
to have been plow'd, or very ancient ruins of buildings, and the like, they
immediately pronounce, That it was in the times of the frib. The very fame
is obfervable in the north, of the Piéls or Pighes, as they pronounce it, guttu-
rally, in the oriental fathion, which we cannot imitate. They call old foun-
dations, Pights houfes, &, Every thing is Pidifh, whole origin they do not
know. Thefe people are confcious, that they are not the Aborigines, who by
time and fuccefiive inundations, were forc'd northward and weltward, into
Scatland and Ireland, And alfo in the days of the Romam, fuch of the then in-

habitants,
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habitants as would not fubmit to their gentile yoke, took the Gmeroad. The
Irifb therefore, or ancient Scattifh, is the remnant of the Pbanician language,
mixt with old Bifayan and Gallic, dialefts of Celts ; and fome oriental, ﬁra%ff
in particular : as Mr. Taland obferves. And they are the defcendants of the people
who built Stenebenge, and the like Works, Whence fpring the ftrange reports
of thefe ftones, coming from Egype, from dfrica, from Spain, from Ireland.
As retaining fome memory of the fteps, by which the people who preceded
their anceftors, travelled; nor they themfelves, nor even ﬂplc .gffgw pretending to
be the builders of this wonderful work. For the Befre could not be ignorant
of their own coming from the Gallic continent.

I have taken notice of another remarkable particular, as to the name of
Stonchenge ; which I apprehend to be of highelt antiquity: that it was call-
ed the Ambres, or Ambrofe, as the famous main Awmbre by Penjans in Coru-
wall, another work of the Druids akin to this. And from hence the adjacent
town of Ambrefbury had its name., Butof this matter, I muil beg the readers
patience, till I come to the laft chapter, and difcourfe of the antiquity of thefe
works in general,

So much at prefent as to the name of our fabrick; it is time to draw toward
the facred pile, and fancy ourfelves walking upon this delightful plain :

avat arva videre
Nen raftres bominum, non ulli obnoxia cure, Virg.

nought can be fweeter than the air that moves o're this hard and dry, chalky
foil. Every ftep you take upon the fmooth carpet, ( literally ) your nofe is fa-
luted with the moft fragrant fmell of frpillum, and apitm, which with the
fhort grafs continually cropt by the flocks of fheep, compofes the foftelt and
molt verdant turf, extremely eafy towalk on, and which rifes as with a fpring,
under ones feet. The following drawing Tap. 11 is a profpect taken from
the king's barrow, welt from Fefpafian's camp, in the way from dwbrefbury to
Stonebenge, by the Briffol road. Tho' the graver has not done it juftice: yet it
will give one a general notion of the fitwation of the place. It is admirably
chofen, being in the midit of thofe wide downs, eall'd Salifbwry plain; between
the river 4von to the ealt, and a brook that runs into the #73/ly, on the weit,
Thefe two fireams half round encompafs it, at 2 miles diftance, forming as it
were a circular area, of 4 or § miles diameter, compos'd of gentle acclivities
and declivities, open and airy. Yet agreeably diverfify'd with the appearance of
barrows, every where upon the edges of the higheft grounds. Which very bar-
rows are curious and entertaining, when view'd at hand, as well for the nicety
and handfome turn of their forms, as for their great variety, and all within fight of
the temple. Thefe downs feed many flocks u% {heep, andno doubt furnifh'd the
idea of Theffalian and Arcadian plains, tothe noble Sydwey refiding at the neigh-
bouring #ilran. The rivers are planted very thick with towns. Six miles fouth
of Stenchenge is Salifbury, a mile nearer is Sorbisdunum, or old Sarum, by the
fide of which paffes the Roman road via Feendana reaching from Nerfolt, into
Dorjetfbire.  As this road goes fouthward, a mile beyond H#Faadvares, where it
enters Dorfétfbire and Granburn chafe, it paffes over 2 heath where are many
old barrows, like thefe on Salijfury plain. It happens there, to infringe upon
ane of the barrows, which luckily affords us a demonftration, of the road be-
ing made fince thofebarrows; of which I took notice in my s#imerarium p. 180,
and further to gratify the curious have here inferted a print of it Tas. IV,
and may take the opportunity once for all to advertize them, of the difadvan-
tage under which all drawings from thefe plains muft appear. They are made
for ufe and inftruction, like mathematical figures, and cannot be expetted much
to pleafe the eye; being form’d chiefly from bare lines, admitting no picture-
like decoration,

D T have
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1 have ohferv'd another fimilar proof of thefe works being older than the
Roman times here, in that Reman road that goes from Mariborongh to Batf.
It is near Abury, and I have a print of it engrav'd, which will be exhibited,
when T next publifl: an account of that great work. But in the former plare
1V. I call thofe Druid barrows, which are often found on thefe plains: a cir-
cular trench, fometime of 100 foot diameter, with only a fmall tump of earth
in the middle, under which there is commonly an urn.  Sometime two or
three of thefe little tumps or diminutive fvmuli within one circle, which itis
natural to fuppofe, were friends or relations, Thefe circles are always excel-
lently well mark'd out.

The particular fpot of ground where Stonchenge ftands, is in the lordfhip of
weft or litle Ambrefbury: the pofiefiion of the reverend Mr. Hayward, who
at prefent may be call'd the Archdruid of the ifland. "Tis a delicate Hart of
this large plain, with a gentle declivity from the fouth-weft to the fouth and
north-caft, So that the foil, which is chalk, is p:rﬁ:ﬂly dry and hard. Hence
the infinite numbers of coaches and horfes, that thro' fo many centuries have
been vifiting the place every day, have not obliterated the track of the banks
and ditches. The water cannot poflibly reft any where hereabouts. The
founders confulted well for the ftability of their work, and falubrity of the
place. Cefar informs us in his commentaries, B. G. vi. 13. that among the
Druids, *one has the fupreme authority, When he is dead, whoever excels
“ in dignity fucceeds. ﬁt if there be more candidates, the Archdruid is chofe
“ by the votes of the Druids: and fometimes they fight for it. At a certain
“ fix'd time of the year the Gaulifb Druids meet, in the territories of the Car-
* sutes, which country is in the middle of Gand, iz a confecrated place. Hi-
“ ther all perfons from all quarters come, who have any controverfy, and ftand
“ to their determination. The difcipline of the Druids arofe in Britain, and
“ is faid from thence to have been brought into Gaxl, And now, they who
“ defign to be more throughly initiated therein, go over to learn.” !?r:re in
few lines the great anthor acquaints us with a vaft fund of ancient hiftory, and
upon which whole volumes have been wrote. 1 obferve no more from it at
prefent, than that we may very reafonably conclude, the elegant and the mag-
nificent ftructure of Stemebenge was as the metropolitical church of the chief
Druid of Britain. This was the fcus confecratus where they met at fome great
feftivals in the year, as well to perform the extraordinary facrifices and religi-
ous rites, as to determine canfes and civil matters.  Cefar calls thefe appoint-
ments of the Druids in Gaw/ confecrated places, where probably was nothing
but a circle of rude ftones. Had he feen thofe of our ifland, an 4#ury or even
a Stoncbenge, he would fcarce have given them the title of temples: he was not
ufed to the old patriarchal way. Butl reckon the true reading in that pa{ﬁgg

uoted from him, to be ko comfécrate, not luco, which was put in by fome
bold tranferiber, who had heard of the fondnefs of the Druids for groves, Bat
how unfit is a grove for a great and public mﬂ.ting upon civil affairs? And this
for the excellency of its fituation upon a vaft plain, was well calculated for a
publick meeting of thofe of the order, at an election of a new Archdruid, As
Ceefar's words give light to the work before us, fo it confirms what the warlike
author fays, of the difcipline being originally in Brifain ; which the critics up-
on the continent cannot bear, and vainly endeavour to fpirit away Gejfar's
meaning. The very building of Stenebenge, to fay nothing of other like works
here, thows it was not in vain, that the youth of Gaeu/ came to learn of men,
who could contrive and execute fo mighty a work.

Stonebenge ftands not upon the very fummit of a hill, but pretty near it, and
for mare than three quarters of the circuit you afcend to it very gently from
lower ground. At half a mile diftance, thea ance of it is II-{:lEcIy and aw-
ful, really auguft. As you advance nearer, efpecially up the avenue, which is
to the north-eaft of it, (which fide is now mﬂ({)@c perfet) the greatnefs of its con-

tour
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DeEscRIBED. 1I

tour fills the eye in an aftonithing manner. Tas. V. is the front profpect from Taw, v,
the entrance of the avenue. The ftone that leans o'er the high altar appears
thro” the grand or principal entrance: becaufe we ftand upon lower ground. If
the reader pleafes to caft his eye upon Plaze X1I. there 'tis reprefented in ortho- Ta e, XII
graphy, (to fpeak md'micallg as here in profpeét.  Hence by this method of
comparing the defigns together, we may, without confufion, gather a true no-
tion of the work.  Stomebenge is a good deal more in diameter, than the out-
fide of St. Paul's cupola. And from a comparifon of thefe two buildings, I was
able to judge of the vanity of the architeét of St. Peter’s at Rome, who in or-
der to degrade the Pantbesr, (whilit he was imitating it) boafted, he would
fet the Pantbesn 200 foot high in the air, meaning the cupola there. But the
architet of the Panthean, Valertus Offtenfis (had he been alive) would have told
him, that the vaftness of the diameter in thefe cupola’s is loft by the very height.
Whatever we would have admired, ought to be preferved as the largeft dimen-
fion. Therefore Falerius, with admirable judgment, has made the outward
breadth of the Pantbeon one fifth part compleatly longer than its height, taken
in front; but if we meafure it fidewife, taking in the portico, the breadth to
the height, is more than 6 to 4. By this means the wonder of the Pantbesn,
thecurve or arch 150 Roman feet in diameter, remains.  So the curve of Stone-
benge, which is above 100 Englifh feet, appears extraordinary large and well

ion'd, upon a height of 18 foot, which reaches to the top of the outer
cornith; that of the inner cornifhes is but 24 foot high, at a medium, For
the cornithes of the inner part of Stenebenge, or that which #%ebé calls the cell,
are not all of equal height, of which in proper place. ‘Thus both parts of the
wonder is preferv'd, the greatnefs of the circuit of the whole work, the great-
nefs and height of the parts that compofe it ; the height being one fourth of the
diameter. The greatnefs too of the lights and fhades in Stenehenge, as well as
their variety arifing from a circular form, gives it all poffible advantage, and
makes it deferve the appellation of,

Deorum ghrigfa domus,

as Theoerstus and Herodotws generally call temples.  And its fituation is corre-
fpondent to the antient notion.  Pawfanias praifes the Tanagres in Beotia, for
having their temples in clean and diftin€t area’s, diftant from profane buildings
and traffic,
Stomebenge is inclofed within a circular ditch.  After one has pafe'd this ditch,
fays the right reverend annotator to Gamden, he afcends 35 yards before he
comes at the work itfelf. This meafure is the fame, as that which e calls
110 foot, the diameter of the work. For the area inclos'd by a ditch, wherein
Stomehenge is fituate, is in diameter three times the diameter of Stoneheage.
See the Plate of the area. XXIII. Therefore the diftance between the verge Tas.
of the ditch within fide, quite round, to the work of the Temple, is equal to  XXIIL
the diameter of the Temple. The reader remembers what 1 promis'd, about
the fcale or meafure whereby this work and all others of the Druids, is form'd ;
that 'tis the old Hebrew, Phanician or Egyptian Cubit, which compar'd with
the Englih foot, amounts to 20 inches and ¢. ‘Therefore I have drawn the
enfuing comparifon and proportion, between our Eagli/b and Hebrew Scale ;
which is to accompany us in the future defcription. Tap. VL the feale of Tas. VI,
cubits and feet compar'd. That I might not be fufpected to favour an hypo-
thefis, 1 produce other peoples meafures, where I can find them in print, pro-
vided they be done with tolerable judgment and accuracy; for both are necef~
fary in our cafe, with proper allowance. "Tis not to be fuppos'd, that in this
work, the minutenefs and extreme curiofity of Deffadets=, with which he mea-
fur'd the remains of old Reme, is expected, or even pofiible. For tho' the
ftones are not chizel'd and fquar'd, to fuch precifenefs, as Roman works are;

yet they are chizel'd, and are far from rude. Neverthelefs every body has ﬂ:c'jﬂ:
ill,
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flill, properly to meafure them. For they are much impaird by weather:
much is knock'd off by wretched hands, © Thofe ftones that fland, are luxated
various ways, by time and their own weight; by filly people digging about
them, and by the unfortunate colony of rabbets lately tranflated thither. So
that we may well fay with Claudian, 1

Seram penderibus pronis traflura ruiwan,
Pars cadit affiduo flatu, pars imbre perecfa
Rumpitur, abripuit partem vitigfa wetuflas,

I was forc'd to make many admeafurements and repeated, before I could ob-
tain an exaét ground-plot ; and it requir'd much confideration to do it,_ and to
find out the true fcale by which it was compos'd, the Druid cubit, which they
brought with them from the eaft. Therefore by the annexed fcales, TAB. VL
which I have contriv'd to anfwer all lengths, the reader will moit perfeétly un-
derftand the fubfequent defcription, and fee the truth of my affertion: and may
from thence be enabled to meafure any other like works, in our illands, which
I have not had the opportunity of viewing. It was the eaftern way, in laying
cut a building, to ule a ftaff of 6 cubits long. This was of a convenient, ma-
nageable length; and its divifions being halt a dozen, fuited well a reckonin
by duodenaries, Thus in Ezek. xl. 3, 5. Apoc. xxi. 16. the angel that laid out
the temple of Salman, is deferibed, as having a reed of 6 cubits (a meafuring
reed or cane) in his hand. This being the univerfal and firlt meafore of an-
tiquity, was in time fpread all over the world. In particular, it became the
decemipedum of the Greeks and Romans; the common mcafu:i:.? ftandard. But
'tis remarkable, they alter'd the divifions, thinking it more artful and conveni-
ent to have them in lefs parts: and inflead of 6 cubits, they made it confift of
10 feet. And by time and change, the whole mieafure became fomewhat al-
ter'd from the primitive.  For the Greek decempedum was fwell'd fomewhat too
long, as the Remans diminifh'd theirs a livle.  Ezekiels reed is our 10 foot
and 4 inches }; qoo cubits is the fadium of the ancients, or furlong, 7oo feet.
When you enter the building, whether on foot or horfeback and calt your
eyes around, upon the yawning ruins, you are ftruck into an exftatic reverse,
which none can defcribe, and they anly can be fenfible of, that feel it.  Other
buildings fall by piece meal, but here a fingle flone is a ruin, and lies like the
haughty carcafe of Gelrath, ' Yet there is as much of it undemolifhed, as en-
ables us fufficiently to recover its form, when it wasin its moft perfect ftate.
There is enough of every part to preferve the idea of the whole. The next
Plate, Tanp. VIL the peep (as 1 call it) into the fanéfum fanéforum, is drawn,
at the very entrance, and asa viewintotheinfide. When we advance further,
the dark part of the ponderous impofls over our heads, the chafm of fk
between the jambs of the cell, the odd conftruction of the whole, and the
greatne(s of every part, furprizes. We may well cry out in the poet's words

Tantum Relligio potust !

if you look upon the perfed part, you fancy intire quarries mounted up into
the air: if upon the rude havock below, you fee as it were the bowels of a
mountain turn'd infide outwards. It is pleafant likewile to confider the fpor
upon which ‘tis fituate, and to take a circular view of the country around it
For which purpofe 1 have fketch'd the following profpects, taking in the
country almoft round the circumference of the horizon. This Ule there
will be in them further ; if ever it happen, that this noble work thould be de-
ftroy’'d: the fpot of it may be found, by thefe views,

Tas. VIIL north profpedt from Stomebenge.

Tas. IX. fouth-welt profpect from Stonebenge,

Tag. X. fouth-caft profpeét from Stanehenge.
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DEscRrR1IBED, 13

The wallum of the ditch which inclofes the area, or court, isinwards, and
makes a circular terras; walking upon which, we take the foregoing profpects.
The Inwr,ﬂ:gan of the area is towards the entrance. ‘The tops of all the cir-
cumjacent hills, or rather eafy elevations, are cover'd o're, as it were, with bar-
rows, which caufe an agrecable appearance ; ndumin%‘;rhc bare downs with
their fi And this ring of barrows reaches no further, than tll you lote
fightof the temple, or thereabouts.  Stand at the grand entrance by the ftone
that lies upon the ground, and the view of the temple prefents itfelf as in the
Vith Plate, the front profpect of Stomebenge. Direttly down the avenue, Tan v,
to the north-eaft, the apex of an hill terminates the horizon, between
which and the bottom of a valley you fee the Curfiis, a work which has never

et heen taken notice of. Being a fpace of ground included between two long
{anks going parallel ealt and weft, at 350 foot diftance, the length 10000 fect.
This was defign'd for the horfe races and games, likethe Qlympic, the Ihmion,
&cc. of the Greeks. But we fhall fpeak more particularly of this afterwards,
In thevalley on this fide of it, the ftrait part of the avenue terminates in two
branches; that on the left hand, leads to the Curjics; that on the right goes di-
reétly up the hill, between two famous groups of barrows, cach confitting of
feven in number. The fartheft, or thofe northward, I call the oldeit king's
barrows; the hithermoft are vulgarly called the feven king’s graves.

If we walk a litdle to the left hand, Tap. VIIL is prefented, See the Tae. VIIL
northern long barrow : on this fide of which, the eye wkes in the whole
length of the Curfis, Many barrows at the end and on both fides of it.  That
mark'd P. was open'd by my Lord Pemdrole, thofe mark'd 5. were open'd by
myfelf. What was dilcover'd therein will be treated of hereafier. Further 1o
the weil, the higheft ground of that fpot whereon Stenebenge fRands, eclipfes
a diftant view, and there are the neareil barrows planted with rabbets, which
do much damage too at Stemebenge, and threaten no lefs than the ruin of the
whole. Upon the wallum of Stoncbenge is one of the ftones there, which
feems to be a fmall altar, for fome kind of libations, and at the letter A. the
mark of a cavity ; of which more particularly, in the next page. The next
or fouth-weft profpe@, Tas. IX. from Stonchenge, takes in the country from Tas. IX,
Berwickbarn, and my Lord Pembroke's wood of Groweley, to Salifiury fteeple
a chain of barrows reaching a 6th part of the whole horizon. Many from
the great quantity of thefe fepulchral fwmudi here, injudicioufly conclude,
that there have been great battels upon the plain, and that the flain were

d there. But they are really no other than fnrnilf.' burying-places, fet
near this temple, for the fame reafon as we bury in church-yards and confecra-
ted ground.  Salffbury fteeple feen from hence, brings to my forrowful re-
membrance, the great Thomas Earl of Pembroke, whofe noble afhes are there
depofited. He was patron of my ftudies, particularly thofe relating to Srene-
benge. Virtue, piety, mlgnanimi!ﬂ', learning, generofity, all fublime qualities
recommmended and added to his illuftrious delcent.  Glorious it will be for me,
if thefe pages live to teftify to another age, the intimacy he was pleafed o
honour me with,

quis talia fando
Temperet a lachrymis————1

In this Plate, the reader may remark another of the cavities within the vallenr,
to which that correfponds on the oppofite diameter before hinted at.
The fouth-caft profpet finithes the circle, Tas. X. looking towards the Tas. X.
valley fouthward, where the rain-water pafles, from the whole work of Srane-
benge, the whole tract of the Curfics and the country beyond it, as far as north
long barfow ; and fo is convey'd into the river Ao at Lake. That road be-
tween king barrow and the feven bamgs is the way toFefpafian's camp and fo
to
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to Ambreftury. The barrow under thofe feven kings of later form, is that
nearelt to Stonelenge.

Doubtlefs in the facrifices and ceremonies which were here practis'd, water
was us'd, and I obferve moft of our Druid temples are fet near rivers. The rea-
fon why Stomebenge was not fet near a river, has hitherto effe€tually preferv'd it,
this part being uninhabitable upon that account, and rather too far off a town
for tillage. ﬁur when 1 curioufly contemplated the beauty and convenience of
this court, I obferv'd two remarkable places, which plainly have a conformity
with the two ftones fet upon the vallum ; which ftones puzzle all enguirers.
Thefe particulars feem to explain one another, and more efpecially by the help
of a coin in FPasllant, tom. 1L p. 240. for which reafon I caus'd it to be

Tas.  yen on that plate, Tar. XXIIL the area of Stomehenge. 'Tis a coin of PE:'J’:}@
AXUL " the Roman emperor, ftruck by the city of Heligpalis in Celefyria under mount
Libanus, now call'd Baldec, where is an admirable ancient temple remaining,
deferib'd and pictur'd in Maundrel's travels of the holy land. In the walls of
it are two or three ftones of an immenie length, which feem to be the frag-
ments of an obelifk, dedicated to the fun, whence the name of Heliotoliz. The
coin prefents a temple built upon a rock: to which they afcend by {teps. The
Hmpﬂ: is inclos'd in an area with a wall. On the left hand by the circuit of the
area is a ftone altar, A little further, is a great vafe for water to be us'd in the
facrifices. The legend is covonia 1vLia avcufla FELix nELigpolitana, Now
the two cavities in the circuit of our area, very probably were the where
two great ftone vafes were fet, and the two ftones were two altars for fome par=
ticular rites, which we don’t take upon ourfelves to explain, See another coin
1L in Defamp's felectiora numifinata, p. 23. which is to the fame purpofe.
Thofe ftones are fet in their ﬁro]:-r.'r places in my fcheme of the arez of Stome-
benge: and 1 leave them to the better conjectures of the learned in thefe matters,
Mr. #¥ebb fancies them the jambs of two portals of two entrances, befides the
Frfat entrance; and makes them favour his imaginary triangles, from which
1e forms the work of Stoncbenge, upon a Fitravian plan, And in order to
bring this about, he draws one {ftone, that toward the eait, or on the left hand
from the true and only entrance, no lefs than 120 foot out of itsrfaip]ue:
No doubt, the reader will be furpriz'd at this, and the eafier credit me, when
I fay his ground-plot in other parts, is very far from being exac, The reader
will obferve from my fcheme, that the two femicircular Eullows mark'd A A,
wherein I fuppofe the water-vafes were fet, are plac'd alternatively, with the
two ftones: I don't pretend to thow why the Druids did fo. But that ftone
ftanding, together with the upper A, and the center of the grand entrance
the {tone that lies flat there, make an exaét equilateral triangle ; yet really have
not the leaft relation to the fcheme of the work of Szomehenge in general, or to
the cell in particular. Nor do the flones, or thofe hollows, point eut any
other entrance crofs the ditch into the erea.  So in the tabernacle of Mo and
tcmp}c of Selsmen, great vafes in brafs were fet for water, in the court brﬁe the
temple.

CHAP.



- ....u. ~ - "
orets Slpfpd, Frvme Sionieherge







DEscRIBED.

G Ak TIE

The admeafurement of the ground-plot; and outer circle of the
temple, and impofts over it.  Of the principal line of the work,
running down the avenue, and fingle entrance, into the area, or
court. The impofts are jointed exquifitely by mortaifc and tenon.
The temple at Perlepolis a building of this fort.

ET us now fet about an examination of the meafures of the temple itfelf.
L Take a ftaff 10 foot 4 inches and # long,  Divide it into fix equal parts.
Thefe are the cubits of the ancients, Each cubit 15 divided into fix parts,
Thefe are palms. Thus have we the original meafure of the founders of Stome-
benge. We will take Mr. WWebb's meafures, and compare'em herewith, Tas,
XI. the ground-plot.

Mr. Webb fays, p. 53. that the whole work of Stonchenge being of a circu-
lar form, is 110 l!;ot in diameter. But to be precife, "tis 108 and fomewhat
more, and his own fcale in his ground-plot thows the fame. This is the dia-
meter from outfide to outfide, which in our ground-plot is the principal diame-
ter. ‘The thicknefs of the ftones of the outward circle, he fays, p. 9. arc 3
foot and an half. Hence the inner diameter becomes almoft 102 feet Englifh,
If the reader pleafes to meafure 102 feet upon the comparative feales, which I
gave of the Englifh foot and Hebrew cubit, being the meafure us'd by the Dru-
ids, or in the fcales at the bottom of the ground-plot, he will find that it a-
mounts exaétly to 6o cubits. 3o cubits being the radins wherewith they ftruck
the circle upon the turf, which is the inner circumference of that work. Thar
fofficiently defin'd their ground-plot. For tho' they intended in general, that
the thicknefs of the ftones of this outer circle fhould be 3 foot and a half; but
to (peak more properly, z cubits (which is the fume meafure) yet they were
more careful of one fide only, of that dimenfion. And the chief bufine(s be-
ing withinfide this temple, they fet the beft face of the ftones inwards, upon
that ground-line; the other face was fuited as well as the feantlings they could
get, beft anfwer'd. Mebd's 3 foot and a half is precifely 3 foot 5 inches, and
fomewhat more, making compleatly 2 Druid cubirts, as you find by the fcales.
The{.;]dl;at carefully view Stonebenge, will cafily fee, that the ftones of the in-
fide of the outward circle and of the cell, are the fmootheft, beft wrought,
and have the handfomeft appearance. | For fo the polite architects of the eaftern

rt of the world, beftow'd more elegance within their temples than without,
ﬁn: as our modern Lendon builders, who carve every moulding, and crowd eve-
ay ornament, which they borrow out of books, on the cutfide of our publick

ructures, that they may more commodioufly gather the duft and finoke.
The truth is, good fenfe and obfervation of nature, produces the fame ideas in
all ages and all nations. Qur Druids obferv'd, that God almighty in forming
the body of 2 man, made all the external parts great, bold, round, with orna-
ment fofficient ; but where the beauty chiefly confifted in the fitnefs of the pro-
portions, in fymmetry and plainnefs. In the infide, he has difplay'd all the
minutice of divine fkill. They have done the like, according to their way, in
Stenebenge,  So even as to the outward appearance, 1 find they took care to fet
thofe ftones that had the beft outward face, toward the front or entrance. And
to embarrafs the general fcheme of the work, they made ufe of two centers in-
ftead of one, but 2 cubits diftance from one another ; perhaps to make the thing
intricate and as magical : befides the advantage it gives to the oval form of the

included cell,
Obferve,
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Obferve, in laying down the nd-plot and projecting this outer circle,
we faid it was ”!I; I‘g:t, (grofs n%::}:urc}[’hi din.lnc?l;r.]efi‘;a remember what is
before-mention’d, that the learned -Greaves meafur'd two galleries in the great-
er pyramid, in like manner, each 110 feet. So the bithop of Lomdon fays,
from the grand entrance of Stonebenge, to the work is 5 yards: fo he fays the
diameter of the circle at Rewldrich in Oxfordfbire, is 35 yards: all this while 6o
Druid or Egypeian cubits are meant.  So the length of Salamon’s temple was 60
cubits, whereof the Zdes 40 cubits, the fanéfum [anllorim zo.

The intention of the founders of Stamehenge was this, The whole circle
was toconfift of 3o {tones, each ftone was to be 4 cubits broad, each interval
2 cubits. 30 times 4 cubitsis twice 60: 30 times 2 cubits is 6. So that thrice
6o cubits compleats a circle whofe diameteris 6o. A ftone being 4 cubits
broad, and 2 cubits thick is double the interval, which is a fquare of 2 cubits,
Change the places between the ftones and their intervals, and it will make a
good %mund-plﬂt for a circular portico of Greek or Roman work. For fuppo-
fing thefe intervals to be fquare plinths of 2 cubits each fide, and columns pro-
perly fet upon them: it will admit of 3 diameters for the intercolumniation,
which is the diaftyle manner in architecture. But to talk of pycnofiyle with
Mr, WWebb, and call thefe ftones of ours pillars or pillaflers, wi"’rcr: they are
twice as broad as the fpace between them, and to call this an order, is
monitrous.

Thus a ftone and an interval in this outward circle of Stomebenge, makes
fquares; 2 allotted to the (tone, 1 to theinterval ; which for ftability and beau-
ty withal, in fuch a work as ours, isa good proportion. The curiofity of -the
work, and the general orthography of the outward circle, I have defign'd in
Plate X1I. and it may be feen in the feven ftones now remaining at the grand
entrance. Which fhow what ftri¢tly was the intent of the founders, and where
they took the liberty to relax of that firictnefs, and that with judgment; fo
as to produce a good eficct. T fhall explain it from Mr. #eb6's own meafures,
that I may give the truth its full advantage. P. 59. he fays, the ftones which
made the outward circle are 7 foot in breadth. Obferve that 7 foot makes 4
cubits of the Druids. He fays, they are 15 foot and a half high. You find
that exaltly g cubits. P.61. he fays, the architraves lying round about upon
them, are z foot and a half high, 7. . our cubit and half. He mentions their
breadth to be 3 foot and half, equal to the thicknefs of the uprighe, 7. e, our two
cubits. They are jointed in the middle of each perpendicular ftone. Hence
tho' he has not mention'd the length of thefe architraves, we gather them to be
6 cubits long.  This is fpoke of their inward length, for outwardly they muft
needs be fomewhat longer, asbeing an ark of a larger circle. 1 muit ohierve
about thefe architraves, as Mr. ##¢bé calls them, that they are more properly
call'd impofts or cornifhes; for they are not made to fup‘gnnr: any thing above
them, as is the nature of an architrave, but for the ftability and ornament of
what "L;ll’f‘““ them, which is the nature of impofts and cornifhes. Tho' thefe
bodies of ftone here, never had or were intended to have, any mouldings upon
them, like Greek and Roman works ; they are wrought perfeétly plain, and
fuitable to the ftones that fupport them. I obferve further, the chizeling of
our upright ftones, is only above ground. For the 4 or 5 foot in length below
ground, is left in the original natural form. And that the upright ftones are made
very judicioufly to diminifh a little, every way ; fo thatat top they are but 3
;:111h'i1‘.3 and a half broad, and fo much narrower as to fuffer their impofls, to

ang over a little, or proj in rer terms) over the heads of the u
righ%s, both within ﬁﬂgﬂﬁd{wigﬁ By r.‘t'u';J means thefe uprights are in
much lefs danger of falling or fwerving any way: and the impolls, which
are not broader than the thicknefs of the ftones at bottom, which fupport them,
have a graceful effe@, by projecting a little, without danger of furcharging
them. We fee here plain, natural, eafly geometry, what we may call the

firlk
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firlt rudiment of art, deduc'd from common reafon: but they that can find
any Roman delicacy herein, muil, 1 frecly own, have a much nicer eye and
tafte, than I can pretend to. The Druids had, from patriarchal times, made
their altars or temples of rude unpolif’d ftones. But now hearing, probably
from Phenician traders, of the glories of Salomon's temple, at leatt of other
temples made artfully in imitation of it; fuch as thofe ot Sefifres in Egype, and
others about Phernicia : they thus made a fmall approach to fquare fcantlings
and ftones wrought. And this feems to have been the firft and the laft work
of theirs of this kind, that I can hear of, either in the Brizanic ifles, or on the
continent.  And no doubt but it mult give them fo high a reputation, that
even the people of Gaul themielves could not help owning to Cefar, that the
difeipline of thefe men was firlt begun here, and carry'd on with fuch fuccefs,
that they fent their youth from the continent hither, as to an academy, to be
wnitiated in their ’Immin?. We are not to fuppofe thefe words are to be {trictly
taken, as if the Druids here n their inflitution : but that being an oriental
manner of religion, and much different from that on the Galie continent, what
they had of it there, was derivid from Britasn, It appear’d as much new to
them, who were chiefly idolaters, as in many ages preceding, Abrabam's reli-
gion appear'd new to the inhabitants of Phewicia-and Egype : who were then
not much tinétur'd with idolatry.  Nor, probably, had the Druids much op-
portunity of building another fuch work, as Stonelenge, between its foundari-
on and the Rewan times. Becaufe, 1 apprehend, the encroachments of the
Gallic nations from the continent, feating themfelves in Britarn, about 200
years before Ceefirr's invafion, had molefted the Druids much, in thefe fouthern
counties: and drove them with the old Brirons, farther northward and weil-
ward. But of this we will treat more particularly afterwards, when we offer
our opinion, of the time when it was made.

In the orthographic plate, Tas. XII. we may fee the ftrict geometry of the Tae. XIL
waork of this outward circle, and the artful variation therefrom, in order to make
the aperture of the grand entrance fomewhat wider than the reft. Mr. W#ebd
does not take notice of this particular; and he might have triumph'd in it
For 'tis no lefs than a Fitruvean rule, to relax the intercolumniation jult in the
middle of the portico, in the front of a temple, and over-again{t the door. He
fpeaks of it in Lib. 1II. 2. when talking of the Eufyl ratio, the beft for ufe,
appearance and ftrength: he direfts the intercolumniation to be of two diame-
ters and ¢ ; but the middle intercolumniation of three diameters, By which
means the ap roach to the door will be much more commeodious, and nothing
diminifl'd of beauty in afpect. And this is the reality of the cafe before us.

But alas, our Bratifh priefts knew nothing of Fitruvius ; they deduc'd this
knack from an authority much ancienter than him, wz, from pure natural
reafon, and good fenfe. Nor does this hurt the whole of the work. The
aperture ought flrictly to have been two cubits equal to the reft, but they ad-
vanc'd it to two cubits and a half. This only crowds the next intervals on each
fide a fmall matter nearer, the reflt preferving their true diftance quite round.
And in the work itfelf, "tis obvious enough to the naked eye. Again, there is
another remarkable particular obferv'd by our priefts, Becaufe the aperture of
the principal entrance we are {peaking of, is wider than the reft: they have
made the impoft over it thicker than the reft, and 'tis equally cbvious to the
naked eye. This was the more effectually to fecure it from breaking. But
this additional thicknefs they have put below. They were fenfible it would
have produc’d an ill effect at top, by breaking the line of that noble cinéture.
It muft be own'd this was extremely well adjulted. And the breadth of the
flone that hangs over head in this place is aftonifhing. See Plase VIL call'd a Tas, VIL
peep into the fanétum fancforum. 1 had the greatedt pleafure imaginable, in the
year 1723, July, in being here for feveral days together, with the learned
Heneage Lord Winchelfa. 1 have juﬂ:Fr:nfon to boait of that intimacy E]ml“"c-l
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dulg'd me in ; and his memory muft for ever be dear to me, for his noble qua-
litics. My Lord and I were very carcful in taking the meafures of Stanebenge ;
and with great grief we obferv'd, the ftones here reprefented in that Plate,
and Tag. V. the front view, to be much deviated forwards from their true

rpendicular, and in the utmoft danger of falling. "T's to be fear'd fome in-
difereet people have been digging about the great entrance, with ridiculous hopes
of finding treafure, and loofen'd thereby the chalky foundation, We found
by meafure, that the upper edge of the impoft overhangs no lefs than 2 foot
7 inches, which is very confiderable in a height of 18. The whole breadth at
the foundation is but f3 foot and a half. And this noble front is now chiefly kept
up by the mafonry of the mortaife and tenon of the impofts.

Thro' the middle of the principal entrance, runs the principal line of the
whole work; the diameter ,ﬁE}m north-eaft to fouth-weit. This line cuts the
midde of the altar, length of the cell, the entrance, the entrance into the court,
and fo runs down the middle of the avenue, to the bottom of the valley for
almoft 2000 feet together.  This is very apparent to any one at firft fight, and
determines this for the only principal entrance of the temple. All the other
intervals of the ftones of the outer circle, have no prcheminence in any re-
fpect. There is no fuch thing as three entrances, which Mr. /#ebl’s {cheme
fuggefts,. He mizght as well have pretended there are 6, for fo many points of
his triangles meet in intervals, at verge of the outer circle.  Upon this line
are all the p:im:ipﬂl centers that compofe the work, it varies a fmall matter
from true north-eatt.

The contrivance of our artificers in making mortaifes and tenons, between
the upright ftones and the impofts is admirable, but fo contrary to any praétice
of the Romans, that it alone is enough to difqualify their claim to the work.
Much judgment and good fenfe is fhewn in the management of them. The
centers of the tenons are 2 cubits diftant from each other, upon each upright. By
this means there is 4 cubits diftance from the center of the tenon of one ftone,
to the center of the tenon of its next neighbour, acrofs the intervals, or in
one impoft. Divide the upper face of an upright into its 2 fquares, the cen-
ter of atenon is in the center of that fquare. Divide the under fice of an im-
polft, into its 3 fquares, the correfpondent mortaifes are in the centers of the
two outermoft fquares, and this was the ftrict geometrical method us'd by the
founders: fo that the ftones fitted, as foon as plac’d in their true firuations.
Thefe tenons and mortaifes of this outer circle are round, and fit one another
very aptly. ‘The tenons and mortaifes, are 10 inches and a half in diameter,
which is 3 palms, or half a cubit, They rather refemble half an egg, than
an hemifphere. Thefe moft effe€tually keep both uprights and impotls from
luxation, and they muift have ufed great labour that threw them down. Sic
Robert Sithald {peaks of a mckingm in freland, contrivid with mertaife
and tenon like ours: of which Mr. Toland gives us an account, with other
like, the works of the Druids.

The whole height of upright and impoft is 10 cubits and a half, The up-
rifghts g cubits, the impoit 1 cubit and a half, o that the impoit is a 6th part
of the height of the upright. If we meafore on the outfide, the collective
breadth of two upright ftones, and the interval between them, ’tis 10 cubits
and a halfequal to the whole hci%ht ; and the interval is half the breadth of a
ftone, the thicknefs of a flone is half its breadth. That impoft which lies over
the grand entrance, we faid, was deeper and longer than the reft.  _Abralam
Sturges an architef, and myfelf meafured it, in prefence of Lord #inchelea.
Its middle length is 11 feet ro inches, which is 6 cubits 4 palms; 2 foot 11
inches high, which is 1 cubit 4 palms. They have likewife added a little to its
breadth, more than the reft, being 3 foot g inches, which is 2 cubits anda
palm. N. B. The fcale of my drawing is adapted for the infide of the cir-

cle, upon which the proportions in geometry are built: fo that the outward
breadths
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breadths of the uprights and lengths of the r;ndgoﬂs are fomewhat more, than
by the fcale appearsthere. ‘The intelligent r knows this muft be the con-
fequence, in arks of a larger circle.

Nothing in nature could be of a more fimple idea than this vaft circle of
ftones, and its crown-work or corona at top; and yet its effect is truly majeftic
and venerable, which is the main requifite in facred {tructures. A fingle itone
is a thing worthy of admiration, but the boldnefs and great relievo of the
whole eompages, can only be rightly a;:jprchended, from view of the original.
On the outfide, the impofisare rounded a little to humour the curvity of the
circle, and within they are ftrait, tho' they ought to be a little curv'd.  This
makes them fomewhat broader in the middle, than at the end, and broader than
the 2 cubits, which is the thicknefs of the upright ftones, upon an ichnography.
So that within, the crown-work makes a polygon of 30 fides. But this Eltlt.t
artifice without debafing the beauty of the work in the leaft, adds much
ftrength to the whole, and to the impofts in iPa:(icu!nr. We may guefs their
]:mporliﬂns are well chofe, when fo muny of them are thrown down by vie-
ence, and not broke in the fall. And their greater breadth in the middle, or
that part that covers the intervals, adds to the folemnity of the place, by the
fhadow they prefent at thebottom. The whole affair of jointing in this build-
ing is very curious, and feems to be the oldeft and only fpecimen of this kind

work in the world. ‘There is nothing, that I know of, comes in competi-
tion withit, but the celebrated ruins at Perjepolis. Tas. XXX V. Itiscomposd Tae.
of great ftones laid acrofs one another, as Stanebenge: but not with mortaife X
and tenon, ‘The vulgar and learned too, generally take it for the remains of
the palace of the Perfian monarchs, burnt by Alexander the great; but it is
really an open temple like ours, and made much in the fame manner. But the
ftones are well fquar'd, ornamented with mouldings and carvings, and the
whole of them are {quares, not round works as here.  Perfepolis is a mixture,
between the ancient patriarchal round form of open temples, and the fquace
form introduc'd under the Fews/h difpenfation, in oppofition to the former,
which were gmmll}r degenerated into idolatrous purpofes. But of this I
fhall {peak more perhaps hereafier, when I treat of the moft ancient tem-

es.
Of the outer circle at Stenelenge which in its perfection confifted of 6o

ftones, 30 uprights and 30 impofts, there are more than half the vprights,

wiz. 17 left iﬁnd]ng. 11 of thefe uprights remain, continuous, by the grand

entrance, five impofts upon them. One upright at the back of the temple

or on the fouth-weft, leans upon a ftone of the inner circle. There are fix

more lying upon the ground, whole or in pieces. So that 24 out of 30 are

ftill vifible at the place. There is but one impoft more in its proper place.

And but two lying upon the ground, fo that 22 are carried off. Hence I in-

fer, this temple was not defac'd when chriftianity prevailed, Bur fome rude

and facrilegions hands carried the ftones away for otherufes, However it can-

not but be the higheft pleafure imaginable to a regular mind, to walk round

and contemplate the ftately ruins which I have e:ﬁeavmlr’rl to preferve in the

outfide views, fuch as Tap. XIII. from the fouth-weft, and fo of the relt. Tas. XIL

But we may fay with Lucan,

Fam magis atque magis preeceps agit omnia fatum.

CHAP.
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Of the leffer circle of flones, without impofls. A difputation againft

r. We

ANY drawings have been made and publith’d, of Stemcbemge. But
they are not done in a ftientific way, fo as may prove any point, or
improve our underftanding in the work. 1 have therefore drawn four archi-
Tas. XIL tectonic orthographies: one, Tas, XIL is of the front and cutfide: three are
different fections upon the twe principal diameters of the work. Thele will for
ever preferve the memory of the thing, when the ruins even of thefe ruins are
perifh'd ; becaufe from them and the ground-plot, at any time, an exaét mo-
Tae Xiv,del may be made. Tas XIV, XV, XVI. thefe orthographies fhow the pri-
XV, XVL mary intent of the founders; tht:y:u‘c the drﬁgns, which the Druids made, be-
fore they put the work in execution.  And by comparing them with the draw-
ings correfpondent, of the ruins, we gain a juft idea of the place, when it was
in its perfection. But now as we are going to enter into the building, it will
Tas X1 be proper again to furvey the ground-plot, Tae. XI. which is fo different from
that publith'd by Mr. #ebb. Inftead of animaginary hexagon, we fee a moft
noble and beautiful ellipfis, which compofes the cell, as he names it, I think
adytum a proper word, There is nothing like it, to my knowledge, in all an-
tiquity ; and 'ts an eriginal invention of our Druids, an ingenious contrivance
to relax the inner and more facred part, where they perform’d their religious of-
fices. The two outward circles do not hinder the fight, but add mu:ﬁ to the
folemnity of the place and the duties, by the crebrity and variety of their in-
tervals.  They that were within, when it was in perfeftion, would fee a moft
notable effet produc’d by this elliptical figure, included in a circolar corona, ha-
ving a large hemifphere of the heavens for its covering.

Somewhat more than 8 feet inward, from the infide of this exterior circle,
is another circle of much leffer ftones. In the meafure of the Druids "tis five
cubits. This circle was made by a radius of 24 cubits, drawn from the com-
mon centers of the work, This ftruck in the chalk the line of the circumfe-
rence wherein they fet thefe ftones.  The ftones that compofe itare 40 in num-
ber, forming with the outward circle (as it were) a circular portico: a moft
beautiful walk, and of a pretty effet. Somewhat of the beauty of it may be

Taw XVIL feen in Plate XVII. where, at prefent. ‘tis moft perfet. 'We are impos'd on,
in Mr. 7 ebl's fcheme, where he places only 30 ftones equal to the number of the
outer circle, the better to humour his fancy of the dipteric afpect, p. 76. He
is for perfuading us, this is a Reman work compos'd from a mixture of the plain-
nefs and folidnefs of the Tufcan order, with the delicacy of the Corinthian.
That in afpeft ‘tis diprerss bypeechros, that in manner ’tis prowofvls ;
which when apply'd to cur antiquity, is no better than playing with
words. For fuppofe this inner circle confifted of only 30 ftones, and
they et as in his icheme, upon the fame radivs, as thofe of the outer: what
conformity has this toa portico properly, to an order, fufan, corintbian or
any other, what fimilitude is there between thefe ftonesand a column? where
one fort is [quare oblong, the other oppofite (by his own account) pyramidal,
Of what order is a column, or rather a pilafler, where its heighe is little more
than twice its diameter? Where is the bafe, the fhaft, the capital, or any
thing that belongs to a pillar, pillafter or portico? the truth and fact is this.
The inner circle has 4o ftones in it. 'Whence few or none but thofe two in-
tervals upon the principal diameter, happen precifely to correfpond with thofe
of the outer circle. Whereby a much better effect is produc’d, than if the
cafe had been as #ebb would haveit. For a regularity there, would have been
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trifling and impertinent. Again, Mr. Webé makes thefe ftones pyramidal in
fhape, without reafon. They are truly flat parallelograms, as thofe of the
onter circle. He fays, p. %g. they are one foot and a half in breadth, but
they are twice as much. Their general and defigned proportion is 2 cubits,
or two cubits and a half, as they happen'd to find fuitable ftones. A radius of
27 cubits ftrikes the inner circumference : of 24 the outer, They are, as we
faid befare, a cubit thick, and 4 cubits and a half in height, which is above
7 foot, This was their fltated proportion, being every way the half of the
outer uprights. Such {eems to have been the original purpofe of the founders,
tho' 'tis not very precife, neither in defign, norexecution. In fome places, the
ftones are broader than the intervals, in fome otherwife: {o that in the ground-
plot 1 chofe to mark them as equal, each 2 cubits and a half. There are fcarce
any of thefe intire, as to all thete dimenfions; but from all, and from the fym-
of thefe Celtre kind of works, which I have been converfant in, 1 found
this to be the intention of the authors. "Tis eafy for any one to fatisfy them-
felves, they never were pyramidal; for behind the upper end of the adprum,
there are three or four left, much broader than thick, above twice; and nat
the leaft femblance of a pyramid. 1 doubt not but he means an obelilk, to
which they might fome of them poliibly be likened, but not at all to a pyra-
mid, Nor indeed do I imagine any thing of an obelifk was in the founders
view ; but the ftones diminith a little upward, as common reafon diclates they
ought to do. Nor need we beftow the pompous words of either pyramid, or
obelifk upon them. For they cannot be faid to imitate, cither one or other,
in fthape, ufe, much lefs magnitude: the chief thing to be regarded, in a com-
parifon of this fort. The central diftance between thefe ftones of the inner cir-
cle, meafured upon their outward circumfercnce, is 4 cubits. 1 obierve fur-
ther, that the two ftones of the principal entrance of this circle, correfpondent
to that of the outer circle, are broader and taller, and fet at a greater diftance
from each other, being rather more than that of the principal entrance in the
outer circle. It is evident too, that they are fet fomewhat more inward than
the reft ; fo as that their outward face ftands on the line that marks the inner
circomference of the inner circle, 1 know no reafon for all this, unleis it be,
that the outfide of thefe two {tones, is the outfide of the hither end of the el-
liphis of the adytum : for fo it correfponds by meafare upon the ground-plot.
This is apparent, that they eminently peint out the principal entrance of that
circle, which is alfo the emrance into the adytum. For five ftones on this
hand, and five on that, are as it were the cancelli between the fanifum and
Sfanétum fanlorum, i we may ufe fuch expreflions. 'Tis fcarce worth
mentioning to the reader, that there never were any impoils over the heads of
thefe ftones of the inner circle. They are fufficiently fatten'd into the ground.
Such would have been ne fecurity to them, no ornament. They are of a harder
kind of ftone than the reft, as they are lefler; the better to refilt violence.
There are but nineteen of the whole number left; but eleven of them are
ftanding ## fitu. There are five in one place ftanding contiguous, three in
another, two in another. The walk between thefe two circles, which is 300
foot in circumference, is very noble and very delightful.  Probably it gave Ini-
go Jones the idea of defi ning that fine circular portico, which is one great
beauty, among many, in his drawings for White-bali, publifb'd lately from the
originals h{l my Lord Burlingten; who has a true notion of the extraordinary
merit of that great man: and very commendably has revivid his memory.
Such a circular portico put in exccution, would have a marvellous effect, much
exceed a commeon gallery in ufe, becaufe 'tis a perpetual walk, without turn-
ing back, and well becomes a royal refidence. The beft view of this fort, to
be had from our work, is from the north, as in Tas. XVIL the reader cannot Tag, XVII,
but obferve, how little pretence here is for an imitation of Greek or Roman
portico’s, notwithftanding the grand and égrcﬂhlﬁ curve of the outward cirﬁlc.
ut
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But when we fee the difproportion of the inner circle in regerd to any purpofe
of this fort, we mult own 11::.: invention of Hermogenes in contriving the péu-
de-dipteres, is here apply'd with an ill grace. ‘The founders of .S:rmringr cou'd
have no need of make-fhifts for want of room on Salifbury plain.  Or how
could a concentric row of little ftones, or pillars if he will fo have it, bear any .
refemblance to the contrivance of Hermsgenes, which confifted in having none;
in taking away the whole inner row of pillars, fo as to add to the convenience
of room, and preferve the afped, at the fame time? Moft undoubtedly the
Druids had no further meaning in it, than to make ufe of the even numbers of
70 greater {tones, and 4o lefler ftones; and this was to produce a more per-
plexed variety, by the interftices having no regard to one another. So far were
they from having a notion of Grecian beauty, in the pillars of circular por-
tico's being fet on the fame radius; pillar anfwering to pillar, intercolumniati-
on to intercolumniation.  And this will be fhown repeatedly in the progrefs of
this work, to be the common practice of the Druids in other like in-
ftances.

But when we confider the cell, as Mr, #7ebb names it, we find him guih}r
of great difingenuity, in ill conceiving the form of it, and in diftorting his
ground-plots, to colour it over the better.  The minute you enter this adyfum,
as in Tas. XVIIL you difcover 'tis not a hexagon, nor ever was intended for
one, and there can be no greater abfurdity than to imagine it one. It is in
truth compos'd of certain compages of ftones, which I fhall call rrilithons, be-
caufe made, cach of two npright ftones, with an impoft at top: and there are
manifeltly 5 of thefe sri/ithons remaining.  But the naked eye eafily difcovers,
they are very far from making s fides of a hexagon, They cannot be brought
to any approach, of a truly circular polygon. 3 #rilithess of the 5 are remain-
ing entire, 2 areruin'd indeed, in fome meafure, but the ftones remain i fifw.
And nothing is eafter, than to take the ground-plot, from fymmetry and cor-
refpondency.  'We fee the two #rilithons on the wings or fides of the: adytum,
are fet almoft in a ftrait line, one of another; when in a hexagon form, they
ought to make a confiderable angle. If youn examine them trigonometrically,
the trueangle of an hexagon is 120 degrees, but here is an angle of near 1350,
And by making it an hexagon, he fuppofes one trilitbon entirely gone, thar
neareflt the grand entranee, when there is not the lealt appearance that ever
there were fuch ftones there. No cavity in the earth, no ftump or fragment
vifible, nor is it eafy to imagine, how 3 flones of fo vaft a bulk could have
been clean carried away, either whole or in pieces. There is no reem for
them to have been carried away whole, no traces of their having been thrown
down, broke in pieces and fo carried away. This cuter fide of the work be-
ing the moit perfect of the whole. Of the ruins of the other trifitbons, there
15 not the lealt part wanting. What has been thrown down and broke, re-
mains upon the fpot.  But this #rifither in difpute, muft needs have been fpi-
rited away, by nothing lefs than Merlin's magic, which ereéted it, as the
monks fable. Befides, if it were ftill ftanding, it would be very far from
making this adytum a regular hexagon, to which he has accommodated his
feripteros {cheme: p. 87, Further, gronting it was a regular hexagon, it
would be very far from correfponding with thdt ftheme, or have the leaft ap-
pearance, of its being taken from fuch aone. For our editor there, has con-
verted the cell quite from the nature of that at Stenebenge. He has made the
u'PLEE endof his cell at the letter H oppofite to the grand entrance G, nota fri-
Jitban as it is notorioufly at Stomebenge, but an angular interval between 2 fr7k-
thons. It is not the fide of the figure, but the angle. Whereas it is moft ne-
torious at Stenebenge, that the upper end of the advtum oppofite to the grand
entrance, and to the whole length of the avenue and entrance between it and
the area, isa trilithon; not an angle or interval. And that #77litlon is exceed-
ing flately, tho’ in ruins, one of the upright ftoncs being fallen, the other

lezning,
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leaning.  So that here, we have the cell converted full a 6th part of the whole
compati, from itstrue and original fituation, and {o in all the fchemes of Mr.
Webl's book, not one excepted. In that, for inilance, Scieme I, p. 56, the
high altar is plac'd at D not againit a #rilithon, as it ought to be, oppofite to
the grand entrance in the front of the temple, and to the (only ) entrance be-
low, into the area, but againit an angle between two. If then you fuppofe
that hexagon remov'd back a 6th part, fo asthat a ¢rilithen be let behind the
high altar, as it is really in the thing its felf; and upon the principal diameter of
the whole work: then this abfurd confequence fgﬂﬂws, that tIE: oppolite fri-
/ithon of the cell ftands in the very midft of the entrance into the cell, upon
the fame principal ground-line or diameter of the work, and quite obitruéts
the view and entrance into it. It is altogether as ridiculous, as if a dead wall
was built under St. Paul's organ-loft, which iz and oughtto be the chief en-
trance into the choir. Befides, by #ebé's ground-plots and uprights, it feems
as if, when you entred this adyfum, there were 3 trilihons on the right, and 3
on the left, whereas it is moft obvions, there are but two on the right, and
two on the left; when you advance into it, the orderly way, from the north-
eaft grand entrance nythc avenue; which he himfelf p. 55. owns to be the
E;inr.lpal. But Iam tired of fo ungrateful a tafk, which neceffity alone could
ve extorted from me.

CHUAP Y.

Of the cell or adytum of Stonchenge. Of the Surgeons amphi-
theatery London.

Dili'i:utations become cloifters and porticoe’s. Let us now with minds
figure,

ree from paffion, enter the adyrwm with an intent to find out its true

to examine what it really was, and what itis. And that may ealily be

done, becaufe (as 1 faid before) as to the frilithons of which it is chiefly com-
pos'd, they areall remaining. Not a bit is loft, but what mifchievous and filly
le knock off with hammers, to fee whether, as the wretched vulgar notion
would have it, the ftonesbe fa@titious. Tas. XVIILis a defign of i, which
I made fitting in the center of the grand entrance in the inner circle. This
point is properly the door-way or entrance into the adyfum, as a wicket or little
door, whillt the jambs of the hithermoft trilithons prefent themielves, as the
greater door, of above 40 feet wide, 2 5cubits.  Iobferve in the old Greek ftory,
many footfleps of the primitive patriarchal way left in their facred ftrutures,
which are parallels to this work before us, and others of our Druids, For in-
ftance, Paufantas in atticis fpeaks of a temple dedicate to Fenus, in the front
of which, isa wall (as he calls it) built of rude flones. Neverthelefs he con-
cludes it to be a very famous work., One may very well imagine, this wall of
rude ftones is the remnant of fome fuch old work as ours, left for the facred re-
Erd the people had to it, even after art was rifen to great height, together with
perftition and idolatry. For that the moft ancient Greeds had very little of
idelatry, any more than our Druids, 1 fhall fhow when I difcourfe on that
head. Again: the more facred part of the temple at Hierapolis anfwering to
our Adytun, had no door, tho' none enter'd therein but the chief priefts. Lu-
cian de ded Syria. 1 fuppofe it was in imitation of the ancient ufage, without
doors to thut or open, as our temple here.  For the ancients thought it wrong,
to confine the deity, as it were, within any cover'd place: 'till Mgjes, by God's
direction, made a tabernacle cover'd with fkins, which was to adumbrate the

Mefliah Son of God, who was to be cloathed with our nature, And .!-‘::,E:-
P
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yion's temple was built in imitation of this tabernacle.  But before that, the an-
cients meant no more by temples, or altars, as they were fult call'd, than a
certain known and confpicuous place, ornamented in a particular manner, that
thould mark out a &eble, ora place towards which we are to addrefs the Deity,
and that for uniformity fake, As the Turés and Arabians do now, who are the
defeendants of Jhwael, and had this cuftom from Abrabam. The' the fupreme
Being be omniprefent, yet for our convenience, where time, place, and fuch
kind of circumilances are neceflary to a public action, he would have, as it
were, the place of his prefence made notorious.  As in the Fewy/? difpenfation
he did in a molt extraordinary manner, by the frechinab.  And from Solmen's
temple, all the reft of the world borrow’d the fathion of temples, properly
fo call'd, built magnificently and with roofs. For the facred houfes mention'd
in feripture before then, were only little chapels, fhrines, like our Druids A7/~
waens, which fometime they carried about in a cart, fometime were fix'd in ci-
ties, for publick ufe; as Begh Dagon, and the like.  Thefe were but &iffvaens
improv'd, niches tum'd into facella, in imitation of two or three ftones in -
brabam's altars, which we may well call the 4eble, and find many of them a-
mong our Druid antiquities,

The cell is form'd by a radius of 12 cubits and a half, from the two centers a
and 4, as to the inward curve; the outward takes a radivs of 15 cubits ; for
thefe ftones are two cubits and a half thick. The two circles are wrn'd into an
oval, by aradius of 3o cubits, (after the ufual manner) fet in the two centers
¢ and 4, where the two circles interfe®®. The former centers are 12 cubits
and a half diftant from each other, the length of the radius, The fame oval
is obtain'd by a flring of 6o cubits, the ends ty'd together, and wrn'd round
upon two centers, according to the gardiners method.  An oval form'd as this
i, upon two centers coinciding with each other's circumference; or, whichis
the {fame thing, whofe centers are diftant from each other the length of their
radius, is moft patural and moft beautiful, being the fhape of an egg. Moft
probably thefe religious philofophers had a meaning, in thus including an egg-
like figure, within a circle, more than mere affectation of variety. Whatever
that was, we may reafonably conclude, that from the method in antiquity, of
making the tedla of a curved fizure, the chriftians borrowed theirs of turning
the ealt end of their churches in that manner ; and that the Druids in the work
before us, have produc’'d the nobleflt &ifvaen or &ebls that is known.

My purpole in drawing many prickt lines upon the plate, is not difficult to
be underftood. Nor does it require particular explanations. T'o avoid affectation
or tedioufnefs, I leave them to the readers amufement: only obferve, that Mr.
Webb's equilateral triangles have no hand in forming the cell. The intent of
it is very diltant from aregular polygon. But that it is incomparably mere
beauntiful; than fuch a one would have render'd it. It is as a magnificent niche
z7 cubits long, and as much broad, meafuringin the wideft place.

This part is call'd Zwee or comcha templt and adytum, into which, we ma
fuppofe, none but the upper order of prieits, together with the high-priefty.
were commonly to enter, during the time of miniftration, in religious rites.
We may imagine the beauty of the a nce here upon thofe occafions,
when an innumerable company of the E]mlﬂs afivited, all in white furplices.
The center of the excentricity of this oval is but three cubits nearer the entrance,
than the center of the whole work. And they have cut off but one trilithon,
which they make the opening of the adyfum ; meeting the eye to great advan-
tage, from the grand entrance. By the aforefaid contrivance, there is left a
{pace of five cubits between the jambs of the opening of the advtum, and the
anner circle in front, juit the fame as is between the inner and cuter circle. The
inner circle there rming the office of cancellf to it, as we obferv'd before.
If a choir of thisform was put in practice, and executed by a maiterly hand,
it would have a very extraordinary effeét, and perhaps excel the too fimilar
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concave of a cupola. Our Druids had undoubtedly fuch a notion, in placing
this within a circle. And for the fake of this, they turn'd the two circles
into a fmaller fpecies of an ellipfis.

There’sa Druid antiquity like cur adytum in (hape, call'd Egheys Glomineg,
on the top of Arennig vaur in Lbanykil parith, Merionydbfbire, but made of a
continued wall. The ancients thought the world of an egg-like fhape, and as
the world is the temple of the Deity, they judg'd it proper to form their tem-

fo as to have a refemblance thereto. T]])e ancient hieroglvphic of the Deity
15 a circle, and I have reafon to believe it more ancient than :E:: flood. Plato,
who learnt much from the anceftors of our Druids, fays in Disgencs Lacrtius,
that God is fpherical, which he muft mean hieroglyphically. So our Druids,
as well as he, may mean the infinity of nature in the Deity, who made the
world, by this {cheme of Stomebenge; at leaft they underftand by the circle,
the feat and refidence of the Deity, the heavens, which include all things,

It feems to me, that fujgo Fomes from this adytum projected the plan of the

theatre in Lendon, a fabric for feeing and hearing much admired by
all good judges. And which my Lord Burlington, out of a fpirit truly noble,
andg a great love for the architect's memory, has lately repair'd, with {;is OWIL
charges and excellent fkill. 1 find the Surgeons theatre (or rather amphitheatre)
is form'd from the fame proportion as our advtum, the tranfverfe and conjugate
diameters being as 4 to 3, viz. 40 foot and 30 foot. And this appears to me
a ftrong prefumption, that Inigo Foner did not make the ground-plot of Szone-
benge, publifh'd under his name. The Swrgeons amphitheatre is a good deal
lefs than our cell.

Such is the noble and eafy geometry of the adyrwm of Stonebenge. The
ftones that compofe it, are really ftupendous, their heizht, breadths and thick-
nefs are enormous, and to fee fo many of them Plar:’d together, in a nice and
critical figure, with exaftnels; to confider, as it were, not a pillar of one
ftone, but a whole wall, a fide, an end of a temple of one ftone; to view
them curioufly, creates fuch a motion in the mind, which words can't exprels.
One very remarkable particular in the conftrution of this adyfum, has efcaped
all obfervers: which is this. As this part is compos'd of #rilithons (as I betore
call them) fett two and two on cach fide, and one right before; they rife in
height and beauty of the {tones, from the lower end of the adyfuwm, to the
upper end. My meaning is this, The two hithermoft ¢rilithous correlpond-
ing, or thofe next the grand entrance, on the right hand, and on the left are
exceeded in height, by the two next in order; and thofe are exceeded by the
trilithen behind the altar, in the upper end of this choir. So that in laying
down the meafures of the parts, that compofe this place, the reader muil be
content to take my word. Mr. FFebl's mealures cannot be precife in all of
them, fecing he knew nothing of this particular; and that his notion of an
hexagon, iscontradicted by it, as well as by fa&t. “*He fays p. 6o. the {tones
“ of the greater hexagon feven foot and a half in breadth, three foot nine
“ inches thick, and twenty foot high, each flone having one tenon in the
« middle.” His meafureof feven foot and a half in breadeh, only thews the
vaftnefs of the ftones, it is no precife meafore, for the founders regarded not
any precifenefs in their breadth: becanfe two together were defign’d to make a
eompages, whereon to fet the impoit, and this I call a #rilitbon. Each trili-
thon ftands by its felf, independant of its neighbour, not as the ftones and im-
pofts of the outer circle, link'd together in a continued corena, by the impoils
carried quite round. Indeed the breadth of a ftone at bottom is feven feet and
a half, which is 4 cubits and a half. Two ftones therefore amount to nine eu-
bits, and there is a cubit of interval between them, making in the whole ten
cubits. But thcy were not carcful of the particolars, only of the whole, in
one of thefe compages or trilithons. %
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The ftones of the cell are made to diminith very much, towards the
top, moft apparently with a defign, to take off from their weight, and
render them what we call top-heavy, in a lefs degree.  Hence the interval be-
tween the two upright {tones of the compages widens fo much upwards, This
muft certainly contribute very much, to their ftability. In affigning 20 foot
for their height, Mr. #ebs has well taken the medivm. A very [mall
matter more than 20 feet makes exally 12 cubits of the Hebrews, Egyp-
tians and Druids. ‘The reader remembers the proportion I affign’d between the
Englifh foot and this cubit. 20 inches and ¢ make a cubit, therefore 20 feet
and 4 make 12 cubits. The true cafe as to the heightof the trilithons, is thus
refpectively, and which may be feen in Tar. XV. with the harmony and
fymmetry, in the proportion of the whole. - We may obferve their gradual ri-
fing in height, all from the fame bafe, like pillars of higher orders and more
diameters. But the intelligent reader muft needs fee, that our founders never
had fight of Greet or Roman pillars, and never pretended to imitate them, or
take any one idea from them. And of thefe three different orders or degrees of
altitude, in thefe frilithons, one exceeds the other by a cubit. 8o that their
heights refpetively are 13 cubits, 14 cubits, 1 i{; cubits,

The impofts of thefe trilithens are all of the fame height. Mr. #eld
p.61. * informs us, the architrave lying on the top of the great ftones of the
“ hexagon and mortaifed alfo into them fixteen foot long, 3 foot g inches broad,
“ 2 foot 4 incheshigh.” Mr.#ebb's 16 foot long, is too fcanty, itamounting
to g cubitsand 2 palms, butthe intent of the founders was to make thefe im-
poits equal both in length and breadth to the foundation of the vpright ftones
that fupports them, I mean the two ftones at bottom, the fuftaining part of
the compages, which in its whole breadth makes 10 cubits; and 10 cubits long
the impofls are to be affign’'d.  Moft certainly whoever undertake to meafure
them, whether from thofe fallen on the ground, or ftill in their proper place,
will be apt to fail in giving them juft length. Both becaufe 1. ’us obfervable
that thefe impofts are form’d fomewhat broader upwards, than in their bottom

re; but this may not be taken notice of by every one. This was done very
judicioufly upon an optical principle, which it is plain the founders were aware of.
For a ftone of fo confiderable an elevation, by this means only, prefents its
whole face in view, Therefore they that meafure it at bottom will not take
its true length. 2. If they take the dimenfion, either from a ftone fill in its
proper place, or from one fallen down, they will be very liable to fhorten the
meafure. For in the firlt cafe, theu edge of thefe impofts, muft needs
have fuffer'd from the weather, in fo elevated an expofure, thro' the fpace of
2000 years. Itis very ;FPth they have fuffered not a little. Large and deep
furrows of age are vifible all around them. But if they meafure thofe fallen,
they muft well i:;agjn: M& I'mv:j iinubl}r l'uf;;nd,d from weather, and from
the people ev diminifhin COTNErs edges, to ieces awa
wiLhPihlim. ?:rtlm}; in this u:szfe;g analogy and l"ymmgcn-jr on]m f’u ly thr.ly
defects. Thus we found before, that the breadth of the impofts of the outer
circle is equal to their ichnographical breadth: fo it is here, being 10 cubits.
Befides, the outer face of thefe impofts is longer than the inner, as being in
the larger circle. Therefore ten cubits is to be underftood their medium mea-
fure.

Mr. H'ehb gives it as a general meafure, that they are 3 foot g inches broad.
He has before told us, the uig:'ghts which fu them were 3 foot g thick ;
take that twice, it makes t and a half, which he affigns for the breadth, of
the uprights. This is all juft within a trifle, and it is not expected that he
who was not aware of the cubit, by which thefe works were made, (hould do
it with greater accuracy. The truth of the whole is this: #ebé's 7 foot and half
is 4 cubits and a half, as we faid before ; the half of it is°3 foot 9, and a very
little more.  But this muft be taken for the leaft breadth of the impofts, that

at
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at theends. For in the middle they are fomewhat broader, Tho' the infide
faces are firait, yet, as we obferv'd, in proper place, of the impofls of the outer
circle ; fo here, they are rounded behind: their outer circumference anfwer- Tas, XL
ing to the great oval upon which they are founded. So likewife their ends are
made upon a radius of that oval, whence the innner face of the impoft is
fomewhat fhorter than the outer, and is another reafon why their lengths may
eafily be taken fomewhat too (hort. I have drawn the impofts in their true
fhape in the ground-plot. The artifice of the tenons and mortaifes of thefe Tas X1
trilithons and their impofts, what conformity they bear to that of the outer cie-
cle, is exceedingly pretty, every thing being done truly geometrical, and as
would beft anfwer every purpofe, from plain and fimple principles. In the
bottom face of the impoft, if divided into three fquares, the two mortaifes are
made in the middle of the two outermoft fquares. Draw diagonal lines from
corner to corner ; where they interfed, is the center of the mortaife; which
central diftance from one to the other, is feven cubits of the Druid meafure.
Each tenon is 2 cubit broad upon its longelt diameter, for they are of an oval
figure, An admirable contrivance, that the impoits fhould lie firm vpon the
heads of the uprights, and keep the uprights fteady in their places, to ftrengthen
and adorn. 'We may remark this pretty device, in the management of the te-
nons and mortaifes. Cutan egg acrofs upon its fhorteft dizmeter or conjugate;
one half thereof reprefents the fhape of the tenons of the outer circle. "Cut it
acrofs upon its tranfverfe diameter, one half is the (hape of the tenons of the
adytum. 'Tis evident the meaning of it is this. The tenons of the outer cir-
cle are higher in proportion, than the others, becauie the impofts are lefs and
lower than the others, and on both accounts more liable to be difturb'd, either
by accident or violence, than the others: therefore more caution is us'd for their
Ercl':mlinn. This is an inftance of art, noble and fimple withal. Mr, #ebd
ys the impofts are 3 foot 4 inches high, which is precifely 2 cubits, a fixth
part of the height of the medfum order of ¢rilithens; as the impols of the cuter
circle are a fixth part of the height of the ftones of the outer circle. The
medium order of zrilithons is above 24 foot high, 7. e 14 cubits. The lower
order is 13 cubits, vrz. thofe next the entrance. 'The upper frilithon behind
the altar was 15 cubits. Each rifing a cubit higher than the other, as we be-
fore obferv'd.
I promis'd to thow the reader what Stomebenge is, and what it was. The
latter, I prefume, is done in the four prints, Tas. XII, XIV, XV, XVL be-Tas. x11,
ing geometric orthographical fections of the whole work, all neceffary ways, XIV, XV,
fich as architects prepare in defign, when they fet about a building. "Tis whol- X VI
ly needlefs to fpend many words in explaining them. What the work is, of
our adyfum at prefent, is fhown in the fubfequent prints, Tag. XVIII, Tas.
XXI, XXII. The Vth correfponds with the XIIth. The one thows the front of  XVIIT,
the temple when in perfection, the other asnow in ruins. The XVIth may be XX XXIL
compar'd with XIX and XX, all prefenting a view from the adyfum toward
the entrance. Tas. XVIIL is a contrary view, when one ftanding by the en- Tan.
trance, looks toward the adytum. The fame is prefented in Plate VIL which XV
Icalla into the fanéfum fandforum, XXIL is the fame, but a little oblique.
This plate thows at prefent, what the XIVth does in its original. Plare XV
and XXL. correfpond, thowing the adyfum on one fide, in its perfedt, and in
its ruinous {late. Particularly they explain, what I fpoke of, as to the orderly
rifing of the ¢rilithons in height, one above another, from the lower end to the
nﬁcpcr end of the adyrum. Tap. XXIL illuftrates it, by exhibiting to view, T4z XX11.
the other and mofk perfect fide of the adyfum. "Tis an oblique profpect of it,
from the entrance.
The quantity of the folid is well adjufted, in proportioning the ftone-work
of this adyfum, to the intervals upon the ichnography. trilithon is 10
cubits, and each interval about 6, ~The jambs, or vacuum of the mn‘ymmd
t -
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themfelves to 25 cubits, which is about 43 feet. From which meafure my
Lord Pewéroke demonftrated the falfity of 7#7¢bb's hexagonal fcheme, when his
Lordihip firft did me the honour to difcourfe about Stanebenge.  In Mr., Webl's
defigns, we find two jambs (taking one ¢rilithon away) expand but littde above
31 feet, by his own fcales, Tho' I don’t pretend, but that fome of my fore-
going meafures, may here and there poflibly vary a little, upon a very firict
trial, and where proper judgment is not us'd, becaufe the ftones in fome parts
may protuberate, or great parts of them may have fallen off; yet 10 foot dif-

Ta e, XIX, ference from truth cannot be allow'd of In the Plates XIX and XX. obferve

XX,

the infide of that upright flone, which makes the northern jamb of the chief
entrance of the outer circle. A very great piece is fallen off towards the top,
which difcovers its tenon and the mortaife of the impoft above it. And in the
management of fuch prodigious ftones as thefe are, fix'd in the ground, and
ramm'd too like pofts: ‘tis not to be wonder'd at, if by chance we find fome
little variation. Tho' for my own part, 1 obferv’d none; rather wonder'd,
how it was pofiible for them, without lewices and the like devices, to fet them
in their places to fuch precifenefs.  And the reader, whofe mind has receivid no
prepofietfion, cannot but be abundantly fatisfy’d, that the multitude of mea-
fures I have given from Mr. #Webd’s own account, are perfeétly agreeable to the
fcale of cubits, deduc'd from works of the rans and others: and that in
round and full numbers, not trifling fractions.  If we collate the numbers given,
with the Roman fcale, the meafures appear very ridiculous and without defign ;
and that is a fure way of confuting the opinion, of its being a Roman work.
But as thefe {tones are generally rough, an?b}r time muft fuﬂgr in all dimenfi-
ons, 'tis not practical to take their true meafure, without neceffary judgment,
and relation had to fymmerry.,

Of thefe greater ftones of the adyfum, as I obferved before, there are none
wanting. They areall on the {pot, 10 upright ftones, 5 cornithes. The #ri-
lithen firft on the left hand is entire s fitw, but vaftly decay'd, efpecially the
cornith. There are fuch deep holes corroded, in fome places, that daws make
their nefts in them. The next ¢rilithon on the left hand, is entire, compos'd
of three moft beautiful ftunes. The cornifh happen'd to be of a very durable
kind of Englifh marble, and has not been much impair'd by weather. M
Lord #incheljéa and myfelf took a confiderable walk on the top of it, but it
was a frightful fituation, The #rilithon of the upper end of the adytum, was
an extraordinary beauty. But alas through the indifcretion probably, of fome
body digging there, between them and the altar, the noble impoit is diflodg'd
from its airy feat, and fallen upon the altar, whereits huge bulk lies unfractur'd.

Recidit in folidam longo poft tempore, terram
Pondus, & exbibuit junélam cum viribus artem. Ovid Met.

The two uprights that fupported it are the moft delicate ftones of the whole
work, They were, I believe, above 30 foot long, and well chizell'd, finely
taper'd and proportion’d in their dimenfions. That fouthward is broke in
two, lying upon the altar. The other flill ffands entire, but leans upon one
of the ftones of the inward oval.

Jam jam lapfura cadentigue
Tmminet affimilis

The root-end or unhewn part of both, are raic'd fomewhat above ground. We
cannot be fure of the true height of this, when it was perfect: but I am fure
15 cubits, which 1 have affign’d, is the lowelt. The next trilitben, that to-
ward the welt, is intire, except that fome of the end of the impolt is Eillen

can
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clean off, and all the upper edge is very much diminifll'd by time. As Lucre-
tius fays,
——Musiuis rem quamque videmus,
Et quafi bngingus flucre omnia cernimus avo,

Ex ocultfjue, vetufatem, fibducere nofiris.

The laft #rslitbon, that on the right hand of the entrance into the adytem, has
fuffer’d much. The outer upright being the jamb of the entrance, is fill
. flanding, the other upright and impoft are both fallen forwards into the ady-
tum, and broke cach into thrce pieces. 1 fuppofe from digging near it. Bt
from one piece of the impoft lying loofe, in the middle, between the jambs of
the advéum, Mr. iFebs in the plan of his ruins of Stomelenge (being his 6th
Scheme ) forms the remains of l]:i.s imaginary 6th trilithen, fuppofing it one of
the ftones of the Inner or leffer hexagon, as he callsit.  Yet if this fragment
was really a flump of fuch a ftone, as he would have it, ftill it would not
create an hexagonal form of the cell, but fand juft in the middle of the en-
trance, and block it up in a very ablurd, unfeemly, and incommeodious 2 man-
ner,  And nothing can be more certain, than that there never was foch a thing
in being.  That ftone of the trilithon which is ftanding, has a cavity in it
which two or three perfons may fit in, worn by the weather,

Stonebenge is compos'd of two circles and two ovals, refpectively concen-
tric. At the diftance of two cubits inward from the greater oval, deferibe
another leffer oval, on which the ftones of the inner oval are to ftand: 19
ftonies in number, at about the central diftance of g cubits.  This lefler oval 15
to be deferib’d by a firing and the 2 centers, as before. Or by 2 circles from a 10
cubit radius, and the 2 centers aand 4, asof the other before was {poken, Me. /¥ ebs
fays, p. 6o, * the ftones of the hexagon within, 2 foot 6 inches in breadth, one
* foot and a half thick and 8 foot high, in form pyramidal” His two foot
and a half is our cubit and half, for the breadth of thefe ftones; being but a
third of the breadth of the ftones of the greater oval. And the interval be-
tween ftone and ftone, the fame. Their height is likewife unequal, as the
¢rilithons, for they rife in height as nearer the upper end of the a?}mm. Mr, Tas. XV,
Webb's B foot affign'd, is a good medium meafure, for it is jult 4 cubits and 4
palms, the third part of the height of the medium trilithon. From the ruins
of thofe left, we may well fuppofe, the firlt next the entrance and loweit
were 4 cubits high ; ﬁ;rz moft advanc'd height behind the altar might be five
cubits, and perhaps more. The ftones are fomewhat of what Mr, 75 calls a

ramidal form, meaning that of an Egyprian obelifk, for they taper a litile
upwards. They are of a much harder fort than the other flones, as we lpoke
before, in the leffer circle.  The founders provided that their leffer bulk thould
be compenfated in f[olidity. They were brought fomewhere from the
welt, OF thefe there are only 6 remaining upright. The ftumps of two
are left on the fouth fide by the altar. One ligs behind the altar, dugup or
thrown down, b{;thc fall of that upright there. One or two were thrown
down probably, by the fall of the upright of the firlk #rs/ithon on the righe
hand. A ftump of another remains by the upright there, ftill ftanding.
Their exact meafures either as to height, breadth or thicknefs, cannot well be
afcertain'd.  For they took fuch as they could find, beft fuiting their feantlings,
but the {tones were better (hap'd and taller, as advancing towards the upper
end of thecell.

1 CHAP.
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CH AP VE

Of the number of the flones. Of the altar-flone.  Of what bas
been found in digging, about the temple. A plate of tin of the
Druids writing. A plate of gold, fuppofed 1o be of the Druids

-wrr:mg.

HUS have we finithed the work, or principal part of this celebrated

wonder; properly the temple or facred ftructure, as it may be called.
Tho' its loftieft creft be compos'd but of one ftone, laid upon another, “ A
“ work, as Mr. #¥ebb fays juitly, p. 65. built with much art, order and pro-
 portion.” And it muit be c-wn'dF:. that they who had a notion, that it wasan
unworthy thing, to pretend to confine the deity in reom and {pace, could not
eafily invent a grander defign than this, for facred purpofes: nor execute it in
a more magnificent manner. Here fpace indeed is mark'd out and defin'd:
but with utmoit freedom and :}Bcnntl'ai. Here isa  Aedls intimating, but not
bounding the prefence of the Deity. Here the variety and harmony of four
differing circles Frc[i:nts itfelf continually new, every ftep we take, with open-
ing and clofing light and thade. Which way fo ever we look, art and nature
make a compofition of their higheft gufto, create a pleafing aftonithment, ve-
ry appofite to facred places.

The great oval confifts of 10 uprights, the inner with the altar, of 20, the
great circle of 3o, the inner of 40. 10, 20, 30, 40 together, make 100 up-
right ftones. 5 impofts of the great oval, 30 of the great circle, the 2 {tones
ftanding upon the bank of the grea, the ftone lying within the entrance of the
area, and that ftanding without, There feems to have been another ftone
lying upon the ground, by the vallum of the court, dire€tly oppofite to the en-
trance of the avenue. All added together, make jult 140 flones, the number
of which Stomelenge, a whole temple, is compos'd. Behold the folution of
the mighty problem, the magical fpellis broke, which has fo long perplex'd the
vulgar! they think "tis an ominous thing to count the true number of the ftones,
and whoever does fo, fhall certainly die after it. Thus the Druide con-
tented themielves to live in huts and caves: whilit they employ’d many then-
fands of men, a whole county, to labour at thefe publick ftru¢tures, dedicated
to the Deity. .

Our alear here is laid toward the upper end of the adyfum, at prefent flaton
the ground, and fqueez'd (as it were) into it, by the weight of the ruins upon it.
*T'is a kind of blue coarfe marble, {fuch as comes from Derbyfbire, and laid
upon tombs in our churches and church-yards. Thus Firgif defcribes an an-
cient altar, after the Efrufcan fathion, and which probably had remain’d from
patriarchal times.

Edibus in mediis nudsque fab atheris axe
Trgens ara fust.

e 11

Serwius upon the IIId Georg. fays, in the middle of a temple was the place
of the Deity : the reft was only ornamental.  This altar is plac’d a little above
the focus of the upper end of the elliplis, Mr. ebé fays, p. 56. the aliar is 4
foot broad, 16 in length.“ 4 foot is 2 cubits 2 palms, which at four times
meafures 16 foot. 1 believe its breadth is 2 cubits 3 palms, 7. e. 1 and a half:
and that its firft intended length was 1o cubits, equal to the breadth of the fri-
lithon before which it lies.  But 'tis very difficult to come at its true length,
"Tis 20 inches thick, a juft cubit, and has been fquar'd, It lics between the

two
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DEScRIBED.

two centers, that of the compaffes and that of the ftring: leaving a convenient
fpace quite round it, no doubt, as much as was neceffary for their miniftra-
Lon

Mr. Webb fays, the heads of oxen, and deer, and other beafts have been
found upon digging in and about Stenebenge, as divers then living could teftify,
undoubted reliques of facrifices, together with much charcoal, meaning wood-
afhes. Mr, Camden fays, mens hones have been found hereabouts. He means
in the barrows adjacent, and I faw fuch thrown out by the rabbets very near the
temple. But eternally to be lamented is the lofs of that tablet of un, which
was found at this place, in the time of King Hemry VIIL (the /AEra of reftitu-
tion of learning and of pure religion) inl%rih'd with many leteers, but in fo
it a charadter, that neither Sic Thomas Ellior a learned antiquary, nor
hﬁf{p malter of St. Paul's fchool, could make any thing out of it. Mr.
Sammes may be in the right, who judges it to have been Punmic; 1 imagine if
we call it Jri/h, we fhall not err much. No doubt but it was a memorial of
the founders, wrote by the Druids: and had it been preferv’d till now, would
have been an invaluable curiofity. To make the reader fome amends for fuch
a lofs, I have given a fpecimen of fuppofed Druid writing, out of Lambecius's
account of the Emperor's library at Fienna, *Tis wrote on a very thin plate
of gold, with a fharp-pointed inftrument. It was in an urn at found Fienna,
roll'd up in feveral cafes of other metal, together with funeral exuvie, It was
thought by the curious, one of thofe epiitles, which the Celtse people were
wont to fend to their friends in the other world. So certain a hope of a fu-
ture ftate had the Druids infus'd into them. The reader may divert himielf
with endeavouring to explain it. The writing upon plates of gold or tin is
exceeding ancient, as we fec in fob xix, 24.

t5 - IWTYRIE - DAY A
MENEV:  NERRTAIVA
(BA < ACRANI AW/ (A
Ri« § ¥AmBIAIAS T HOBA

KABAVCCN o]

Plutarch in his pamphlet de demonio Sacratis tells a fimilar flory.  *° About

« the time of Agefilaus, theyfound a brazen tablet in the fepulchre of Alemena
« gt Thebes, wrote in characters unknown, but feem’d to be Egyptian. Chonu-
« phis, the moft learned of the Egyptian prophets then, being confulted upon
“ 3¢, confirm'd it, and faid it was wrote about the time of Ferewls and Pro-
“ teus king in Egypt. Tzetzes, chil. 2. hift. 44. mentions Prozeus a king in
“ lower Egype by the fea fide, pretends he was fon of Neprune and Phanicia,
throwing hum up thereby to very ancient times, thofe of the firlt famous na-
vigators, our Hercules and the Phanicians, He is faid to have lived in the
ifland afterward call'd Pharos, from the watch-tower there erefted. Here Io-
mer fings, that Proteus diverts himfelf with his phoce or fea-calves, molt un-
doubtedly
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doubtedly his fhips.  But at that time of day, every thing new and ftrange was
told by the Greeds in a mythologic way.

In the year 1633, as they were plowing by the barrows about Normanton
ditch, they found a large quantit Q[chcrllent pewter, as mach as they fold at
a low price for ¢/ fays Mr. Aubry in his manufeript collettions, relating to
antiquities of this fort, There are feveral of thefe ditches, being very finall in
breadth, which run acrofs the downs. I take them for boundaries of hundreds;
parifhes, &¢. Such as the reader may oblferve in my Plate XX XI. of the bar-
rows in Lakefirdd. I fufpeét this too was a tablet with an infeription on it, but
falling into the hands nlpthu countrymen, they could no more difcern the
writing, than interpret it, No doubt but this was fome of the old Brit/b flan-
s, ‘which the Tyrfan Hercules, fimam'd Mefeartbus, firlt brought ex Caffi-
seride énfiela, or Britain. - Which Herewles 1w'd in Abralan’s time, or foon
after. | Witk

Mr, Webbh tells vs, the Duke of Baekingbam dugabout Stomelenge: T fear
much to the prejadice of the work.  He hiinfelf did the like, and found what
hie imagin'd was the cover of & theribulum, He would have done well to have
given us a drawing of it. 'But whatever it was, vafes of incenfe, oil, flower,
falt, wine and holy water, were uled by all nations in their religions ceremo-
nics,

Mr, Thomas Havward, late owner of Stomebenge, dug about it, as he ac-
guainted Lord Winchelea and my®lf,  He found heads of oxen and other
beafts bones, and nothing elfe. In 1724, when I was there, Richard Hayns
an old man of Ambrefbury, whom 1 employed to dig for me in the barrows,
found fome little worn-out Reman coins at Stemelenge, among the earth rooted
up by the rabbets. He fold one of them for half a crewn, to Mr. Merril of
Goldent Square, who came thither whillt I was at the place. The year before,
Hayns was one of the workmen employ'd by Lord Carlton to dig clay on
Harradon hill, caft of Ambrefbury, where they found many Romon coins,
which I faw. I fufpect he pretended to find thofe at Stonebenge, only for fake
of the reward. My friend the late Dr. Harwood of Doilors-Commoens told me,
he was once at Stenchenge with fuch fort of Remar coins in his pockets, and
that one of his companions would have perfuaded him, to throw fome of them
into the rabbit-holes: but the Doftor was more ingenuous.  Neverthelefs were
never fo many fuch coins found in Stomebenge, they would prove nothing more,
than that the work was in being, when the Romans were here; and which we
are affured of already. I have a brafs coin given me by Fabn Collins Efg; col-
leétor of the excife at Stamferd. The heads of Fulins and Auguflus averfe: the
reverfe a crocodile, palm-branch and garland. cor. x5 e M. the colony of Ne-
maufis in France, It was found upen Sm".{}'ﬁw.r]* ]::-1:151'1 +oand mj'ght be 1ot
there before the Reman conquelt of Brifan under Clawdis, by people of
France coming hither; or in ag.er-ngcﬁ: no matter which,

Fuly 5 1723, By Lord Pembroke's direltion, I dug on the infide of the al-
tar about the middle: 4 foot along the edge of the ftone, 6 foot forward to-
ward the middle of the adytum. At a foot deep, we came to the folid chalk
mix'd with flints, which had never been fli'd. The altar was exaétly = cubit
thick, 20 inches and $; but broken in two or three pieces by the ponderous
maffes of theimpoft, and one upright ftone of that #ri/¢km which flood at the
upper end of the adyrum, being fallen upon it.  Henee appears the commodi-
oufnefs of the foundation for this huge work. They dug holes in the folid
chalk, which would of itfelf keep up the ftones, as firm as if a wall was built
round them. And no doubt but they mmm'd up the interftices with flints..
But T had too much regard to the work, to dig any where near the flones, 1
took up an oxe’s tooth, above ground, without the adytum on the right hand
of the lowermoft #rifirdon, northward, And this is all the account, of what
has been found by digging at Stemedengze, which I can give,
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GRS VIE

Of the area round Stonchenge.  The bowing flones. The manner
of Jacrificing.

F the court round the temple of Stamebenge, fomewhat is faid already,
and of the two ftones ftanding within the vadlum: and of the two cavi-
ties remarkable, which have fome correfpondency therewith. 1 fuppofed, they
were places, where two t vales of water {tood, for the fervice of the tem-
ple, when they perform’d religious rites here. And I endeavour'd to illuftrate
it by a coin of the city Heligpolis. 60 cubits is the diameter of Stanebenge, bo
more reaches the inner edge of the circular ditch of the court.  The ditch ori-
ginally was near 3o cubits broad, but throlong tract of time, and the infini-
ty of coaches, horfes, &r. coming every day to fee the place, 'tis levell'd very
much. The intire diameter of the court, reaching to the outward verge of the
ditch, is 4 times 6o cubits, which is about 410 foot. The five outer circles
of the ditch are ftruck with a radius of 80, go, 100, 110, 120 cubits.
Juft upon the inner verge of the ditch, at the entrance from the avenue, lics
a very large ftone, at prefent flat on the ground, Mr. Wb, p. 57. pretends
to give us the meafure of it, confounding it with the other two before-men-
tion'd to be within the vallum, to which they have no relation, no fimilarity
in proportion. ‘This is to favour his notion of three entrances of the ares, de-
dant upon his hypothelis of equilateral triangles. He there tells us at the
ter F, * the parallel ftores on the infide of the trench were four foot broad
« and three foot thick ; but they lie fo broken and ruin’d by time, that their
L prnir;niun in height cannot be diftinguifh’d, much lefs exactly meafur'd.”
us he, but 'tis srvita Minervd ; for all three {tones, in all appearance, are
as little alter'd from their firlt fize, as any ftones in the work, The two ftones
within the vallum are very fmall ftones, and ever were fo. ‘The one ftands;
the other leans a little, probably from fome idle people digging about it. This
ftone at the entrance is a very great one, near as big as any one of the whole
work, and feems too as little alter'd from its original form : only thrown down
haps by the like foolifh curiofity of digging near it. Inftead of #eld's four
F-::;t broad, it's near feven: bat to {peak in the Druid meafure, four cubits, It
is at prefent above 20 foot long. it ftood originally, and a little leaning, it
was one of thofe ftones which the #elb call crwm lechen, or bowing-ftones.
However, Mr. #ebb muft falﬁl&f the truth very much, in making this and the
two former any thing alike in dimenfion, fituation and ufe. But he does fo,
much more in the next, which is doubtles a erwm kele, fill ftanding in its
original pofture and place in the avenue. "Tis of much the like dimenfion as
the other, tho' not fo fhapely, and ftands in like manner on the left hand, or
{outh, of the middle line, of the length of the avenue. 1 furmife, the Dru-
ids confiderd the propriety of making the other a little more fhapely than this,
becaufe within the area, and nearer the facred fabric.  There is the diftance of
119 feet between them, to fpeak properly, 8o cubits. Thisinterval Mr. BFebb
contracts to about 43 foot, and fuppofes there was another ftone to anfwer it on
the right hand, as alfo another to an{wer that on the infide the ditch. And he fup-
fes the like of thofe before-mention'd, both within and without the ditch, at
E?s two fancy'd entrances.  But of thefe, there is mec vola nec veffigium, and I
dare fay, never was. ‘This flone has a hole in it, which is obfervable of like
ftones, fet thus near our like temples: as we fhall fee in the progrefs of this
work. The ftone is of 24 foot in circumference, 16 high aguw: ground, g
broad, 6 thick. The ufe of it I can’t certainly tell ; but Iam inclin'd to thirl:k,
K that
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that as part of the religious worfhip in old patriarchal times, confifted in a fo-
lemn adoration, or three filent bowings: the firlt bowing might be perform’d
at this ftone, juft without the ditch, the fecond perhaps at the next ftone, juft
within the ditch. Then they turn'd by that ftone to theleft hand, as the man-
ner was, in a proceflion round the temple, both the priefts and animals for facri-
fice. At thofe two ftones and water-vafes, probably there were fome wathings,
luftrations, or {prinklings with holy water, and ﬂl.!'lﬂ' ceremonies, which I
don't pretend to afcertain, Then upon the entry into the temple, perhaps
they made the third bow, as in prefence of the Deity.  After this, in the coure,
we may fuppofe the pricits prepar'd the hecatombs and cuftomary facrifices.
If that great flone jult within the ditch, always lay, as it does now, flaton the
ground, and fu fitw, (whichlam not unwilling to believe) then, I apprehend,
it was a table for drefling the victims, Ezekiel, in deferibing the temple of
Ferufalem, fpeaks of fuch in the entry, xl. 30, 40,41, 42, 43.

"T'is julk to think, the ancient form of facrificing here, like that of the Ro-
stans, Greeks or elder nations, was pretty much the fame as that among the
Fews, and that as in patriarchal times ; and in fhort, no other than the origi-
nal practice of mankind, fince the firft inﬂlt}lliﬂn of facrifices, at the fall,
Therefore we fhall fubjoin it from Hemer's delcription, in Iiad 1. It quadrates
extremely well, in all appearance, with the place and temple before us,

Straizhtway in hafte, a chofen hecatomb

To God, prepar'd, the well-built altar round,
They place in order.  Then their hands they wath,
And take the falted meal. Aloud the prieft,

With hands uplifted, for the affembly prays.

After the prayers, they wav'd the falted meal,

And then rctiri.n%l flay the animals.

The fkins being ftript, they cut off both the thighs,
And cover them with cawl; firft offer'd crude.

The prieft then burns a part on plates, 4 thercon red wine,
Libation pour'd. ‘The miniftring young men
Stand by him, with their five-fold fpits 1n hand.
But when the thighs are burnt, out of the reft
Entrails and flefh, harflets and ftakes they make,
Upon the fpits transfixt, Then roafted well
They fet al? forth, After the duty done;

A feaft they next prepare. - Plenty of food
Diftributed around, chearful repait.

Banquet being o're, the youths huge goblets crown,
And fill to all in cups. Then facred hymns

Sung to the Deity, conclude the day.

+ In another place he adds,

With choice cloven bits of wood,
Without leaves

Thefe are moft ancient rites, fymbolical of the purity of the facrifice of the
Meffiab, pointed at by, and deriv'd from the Myfarc difpenfation, where every
dﬁlfé of E.;réd purplgi: was to be perfeét, A
Thus much is fufficient to give the reader an idea of the ancient manner of
facrificing, fuch, no doubt as was practis'd at this very place entirely the He-
brew rite. 1 fuppofe only the priefts and chief perfonages came within the area,
who made the proceflion with the facrifices along the avenue.  The multitude
kept without, on foot or in their chariots,
CHAPF.
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CHAZP. VIIL
Of the Avenwe to Stonchenge.

HE Avenue of Stomebenge was never obferv'd by any who have wrote
of it, tho'a very elegant part of it, and very apparent. It anfivers, as
we have faid before now, to the principal line of the whole work, the north-
ealt, where abouts the fun rifes, when the days are longeft. Plitarch in the
life of Numa fays, the ancients obferv'd the rule of fetting their temples, with
the front to meot the rifing fun, Promachidas of Heraclum, and Dionyfius
Thrax take notice of the fame thing. And this was done in imitation of the
Mofaic tabernacle and Sobmon's temple: probably a patriarchal rite. This
avenue extends itfelf, fomewhat more than 1700 feet, ina ftrait line, down to
the bottom of the valley, with a delicate defcent, 1 obferve the earth of the
ditches is thrown inward, and i'eeminﬁl y fome turf on both fides, thrown upon the
avenue: to raife it a little above the level of the downs, The two ditches con-
tinue perfectly parallel to the bottom, 4o cubitsafunder. About midway, there is
a pretty deprefiure, nawral, which diverfifies it agreeably,  Stomcbenge, 1 faid, is
not on the higheft part of the hill. 1{ound, the reafon, why the Druids fet it
juftwhere it 15; becaufe it is precifely 1000 cubits from the bottom to the en-
trance of the area.  When I began my inquirics into this noble wark, I
thoughe it terminated here, and Mr. Roger Gal and myfelf meafur'd it fo far
with a chain. Another year, I found it extended itfelf much farther., For
at the bottom of the valley, it divides into two branches. The eaftern branch
oes a long way hence, directly eaft pointing to an ancient ford of the river Avan,
called Radfin, and beyond that the vifto of it bears direCtly to Harradon hill
ond the river. The weftern branch, from this termination at the bottom
the hill 1000 cubits from the wotk at Stenchenge, as we fuid, goes off with
a fimilar fiveep at firft; but then it does not throw itfelf ingo a ftrait line im-
mediately, as the former, but continues curving along the Yottom of the hill,
till it meets, what I call, the cerfis.  This likewife is a new uncbferv'd curio-
fity belonging to this work, and very much enlarges the idea we ought to en-
tertain, of the magnificence and prodigious extent of the thing, The temple
which we have been hitherto deferibing, confiderable indeed as it really is, in
itfelf; yet now appears as a fmall part of the whole. I fhall therefore deferibe
all thefe parts feparately, to render them more intelligible: and then (how
their connection, and what relation they bave, to one another, as well as I
can. Butit is not cafy to enter at once, into the exceeding greatnefs of thought,
which thefe people had, who founded it; bringing inall the adjacent country,
the whele oiP:c:;tun: hereabouts, to contribute its part to the work, Therefore
1 thall difcourfe of it backward and forward; firlt going from Stomebenge to its
termination, or more properly its beginning, and then return again, Explain-
ing all the way, what is its prefent condition, and what, tis reafonable to fup-
pole, was its original, when the Druids made their firft defign. This together
with the feveral views I have drawn of it, will give us nearly as good a notion of
the whole, as we can at thisday ¢, and perhaps preferve the memory of
it hercafter, when the traces of this mighty work are obliterated with the
plough, which it is to be fear’'d, will be its fate. That inftrument gaining
ground too much, upon the ancient and innocent paftoritial life; hercabouts,
and everywhere elfc in England: and by deftructive inclofures beggars and de-
populates the country.
At the bottom of the valley, and the end of the ftrait part of Stewehenge
avenue, Ilooo cubits from Stomebenge, as we faid, the eaftern wing of the
avenue turns off to the right, W‘]ﬁ] a circular fiveep, and then in a fimit

line
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line proceeds eaftward up the hill. Tt goes juit between thofe two moft con-
fpicuous groups of barrows, crowning the ridg of that hill caftward of Srone-
henge; between it and Vefpafian's camp, feparated from them both by a deep
}?KA‘:I valley on each fide. Thele two groups of barrows are called generally the feven
* king’s graves, each. Icall that moft northerly, the old feven kings graves,
for there are really 7, tho’but 6 moft apparent; they are all fet at greater di-
{tance, all broader, flatter, and as itis moft reafonable to fuppofe, older than
the other. The other are fet clofer together, of a more elegantly turn'd figure,
campaniform, and in all appearance, much later than the former, Therefore
I call thefe, being fouthwatd and directly between Stomelenge and the town of
ﬂmﬁhﬁm}g the new feven Kings barrows, 'f,}'f the feven old, the molt nor-
therly one and probably the oldeft, is exceeding flatand as it were, almoit
funk into the earth with age; fo that it is fcarce vifible at a diftance. The
avenue runs up to the top of the hill, juft between them: and they make as
it were wings to it, and 1 believe were defign'd as fuch, when fet there. ' When
the avenue firlt turns off in the valley, 1t is much obfcur'd by the wheels
of carriages going over it, for a great way together: for this is the road to La-
vington. Neverthelefs a curious eye, without difficulty, fees all the traces of
Tae.  jufufficiently, till it is got higher up the eafy afcent of the hill, and out of the
XXIV.  common road. Then it is very apparent and confifts of the two little ditches
as before, (when coming direétly from Stonebenge ) t!ﬂis;‘ljy parallel, and  fill
40 cubitsafunder.  And it is made with the fame degree of variation, or about
6 degrees fouthward from the true eaft point. So that it is evident again,
the Druids intended it fhould go full eaft, but their compafs by which they
fer it, varied fo much at that time, according to my opinion of the matter.
To perpetuate the mark of it as much as Ican: I meafured the diftance of it
from the fouthern ditch thercof, to the ditch of the neareft i. . moft nor-
therly of the new 7 kings barrows, and when in the right line of thofe 7 barrows:
itis 257 feet. | know not whether there wasany defign in it, but it is exadtly
150 cubits. From the northern ditch of the avenue here, to the neareft of the
old feven kings hagrows, is 350 foot; which is exaétly 2co cubits.

Whillt we are upon the elevation of this hill, between thefe two groups
of barrows, 'tis 2700 feet from the beginning of this wing of the avenue at
the bottom of the valley, where it commences. It flill continues in the ve
fame dire&tion eaftward, till unfortunately broke off by the plow'd und
300 feet from hence, This plow'd ground continues for a mile ¢ , a3
far as the river’s fide at Amberfbury. So that 'tis impoffible to trace it any far-
ther, The firlt plow'd field, that fouthward, is Mr. Hayward's; the o is

Tan ofa different eflare, call'd Gountefisfarm. And the plowing of thefe two go
XXVIL on at right angles one of another. That Fi&cu: on the north fide of the avenue,
of the latter tenure, goes along the line of the avenue, is long and narrow, and

has (as ufual with greedy farmers) encroach’'d upon and fiwallow’d up fo much

of the length of the avenue.  And that amounts to 750 feet more in length,

which muft certainly be added to the avenue. This is all along the eaftern
declivity of the hill we are upon, thar of the twice feven kings graves, and

reaches near the bottom of the valley, between it and the hill whereon ftands
Vefpafian's camp,  Now reafon and the judgment I have got in converfing with

works of this kind, tell me, the founders would never begin this avenue at the

bottom of a valley, but rather on a confpicuous height, which is vifible from a

great diftance of country round. We muft fup ui% the intent of the avenue

was to direct the religious proceifion to the temple ; and that at the beginning

of it, they made fires carly in the morning of tEat day, when they held their

grand feftivals, to give notice to all the adjacent country. Therefore when we

crofs this valley flill eaftward, with the former direction of the compafs, and

mount that next hill, whereon ftands ngﬁz}:ﬁm‘s camp: we find exadtly fuch

a place as we could wifh, and extremely fuitable to that purpofe. For it com-

mands
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mands a very extenfive profpet both u s and downwards of the river,
and on the other fide of i, ‘1; many miles; all about that part of the country
where it is highly reafonable to think the old Brtens livid, who frequented
this temple. This eminence is north of Fefpafan’s camp, north-weit from
Ambrefbury church. Here is a very large fcene of the country taken in. It
has a fine gtnti: rife for half a mile and more, even quite from the ford at
Radfin. You fee the moft delightful river Aven flank'd with villages on bothi
fides, from almoft as far as new Sarwm, and then to the head of ir, 5 miles
off. It was the cuftom of the Druids to give notice, by fires, of the quarterly
days of facrifice. Thus the Druids in Jreland before chriftianity, us'd to kin-
dle a fire call'd in their language Tlachdzha, on AN faints eve, to pecform a
general facrifice : as Mr, LAvyd mentions in his Tri/b dictionary. Mr. Taland
fpeaks of others too, T obferv'd there has been a bank acrofs the bottom of the
valley, for the more eafy paffuge of the religious ceremony, and this much
corroborates my conjecture of the avenue reaciing hither.

Plate XX1V. explains all that 1 have laft faid about this avenue, and (hews
its direction to Haradsn Hill, on the other fide the river,

1 am apt to believe from the conformity I have obferv'd in thefe works,
that there was a facellum or little temple here upon this hill, where the
ayenue began.  We fuppofe this mi%hl ealily be deftroy’d when they began to
plow here, being fo near the town. 1 have found feveral of thefe kind ot large
ftones, either travelling to Stenchenge, or from it.  One as big as any at Stome-
Fenge, lies about 3 milesoff northward, in Duringten fields.  Another in the
water at Milford, another at Fighelden; they feem to have been carried back
to make bridgzs, mildams or the like, in the river. There is another in the
Londm road, eaft from Amfuﬁﬁm;r, about 2 mile from the town. Another
in the water at Bulford. A ftone ftands leaning at Prefbute farm near the
church, as big as thofe at Stemebenze, What confirms me in the conjeture
that there was a facellem here originally, is, that an innumerable company of
barrows on the oppofite hill, on the other fide of the river coming down Hara-
o, and in the line of the avenue feem to regard it; as is ufual in thefe works,
For thole barrows are not in fight of Stomchenge itfelf, by reafon of the inter-
pofition of the hill whereon ftand the double groups of feven king's graves.
And even thofe two groups feem to regard this little temple as well as the great
g{m, curving that way. The diftance from hence to Stencbenge is 4000 cu-

Is.

In order to have a juft notion of thisavenue, it isneceffary to go to the neigh-
bouring height of Haradon hill, on the other fide the river. The largeft bar-
row there, which I call Hara's and which probably gave name to the hill, is in
the line of the avenue; the ford of Radfin lying between, as we fee in the laft
Plate. 1ftood upon this hill May 11. 1}24.. during the total eclipfe of the
fun, of which I gave an account in my ftinerarium. Here is a moft noble
view of the work and country about Stanebenge. Whoever is upori the fpot
cannot fail of a great pleafure in it; efpecially if the fun be low, cither after
rifing or before fetting.  For by that means the barrows, the only ornaments of
thefe plains, become very vifible, the ground beyond them being illuminated
by the funs (launting rays. You fee as far as Clay-lrlf beyond Warminfler 20
miles off. Youfee the fpot of ground on the hill, whereon ftands Fefpajfan's
camp, where Iconjeture the avenue to Stanehenge began, and where there was
a facellum, as we conceive, From hence to that fpot a valley leads very com-
modioully to Radfin, where the original ford was.

This Radfin-farm feems to retain its Celtde name: meaning a ford or paffage
for chariots, the old way of carriage here ufed. Rbedeg currere, rhedegfin
crirfitare, in Irifb reatbaim. Fin in the old Irib, is white. It regards the
chalky road which went up from the ford, Tisa pretty place, feated in a
flexure of the river, which from hence feems to bend its arms both ways, to

L embrace
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erithrace the beginning of the avenue. The place is very warm, fhelter'd from
all winds, and efpecially from the north. I am perfuaded it was originally a
feat of an Archdruid or lvjmid. See Mr, Toland difcourfing of the Druids hou-
fes, p.-111. The nuns of Ambrefbury too had a chapel there. The ford is
now quite difus'd, becaufe of the bri?gc by the town’s end ; and the road of it
i+ foreclos'd by hedgerows of paftures on both fides the lane, leading north-
Wards from Ambrefbury to north Wiltfhire, This road lying between Radfin
and the beginning of Stamebenge avenue, is fweetly adorn'd with visrma, We
are fuppofed now to ftand on the fumulis of Hara, an old Irifb royal name,
and poffibly the king who was coadjutor in founding Stonebenge, who lived, it's
likely, in the caftern part of J¥sitfbire: for which reafon they diretted the

avenue this way.
Et nunc fervat bones fedem, tuns, offague nomen.

Here are very many barrows upon this fide of the hill, all looking toward the
facred work, Hence we lurvey Ambrefbury, Fefpafian's camp, and Stonchenge,
the corfics, and little Ambrefbury, Likewife a very ancient barrow which an-
fwers to that of ﬂjmﬁnn's camp, feeming to be plac’d here with fome regulari-

1e facellum at the beginning of the avenue. This is a long

ty and regard to the
barrow, which I fuppofe the Archdruids who livid at Radfie, and perhaps the
chief perfon concern'd in projecting the magnificent work.  The reader muft
indulge me the liberty of thefe kind of conjectures; there is no evidence pofi-
tive left in fuch matters of great antiquity. I have fome little reafon for i,
which I {hall mention when we fpeak of the barrows. There is this prefent
ufe, to affix thereby names to things, that we may talk more intelligibly about
them.

We are next to advance down Haradenhill in the fame direftion, nearer
Radfin, from whence I drew Plate XXV. This valley leads us very gently to

the river.

Qua f¢ ficbducere colles
Incipiunt, mollique fugum demittere clivo
Ulfiue ad aguan. —_— Virg,

This and the two views in Plate XX VL. give us a good notion of the country
on this fide,. There are feven barrows together, in the road from Ambrefbury
to Radfn, cne great one and fix little ones, which regard the facellum, bue
cannot poffibly to Stemebenge. This was a family burying-place probably of
fome confiderable perfonage, who livid at Ambrefbury. Thele plates thow us
too, the avenue marching up the next hill, where the old and new feven kings
barrows receive it again, as wings to it. This is fhown more diftinét in the
next Ipiatc:, Tas. XXVIL where the corn ground has began to encroach upon
it. I could fcarce forbear the wilh,

Pereat labor trritus anui,

When you are gone a little farther toward Stomelenge, and arriv'd at the top of
the hill, if you turn back you have the view prclf:gnted to you like that Taz.
XXIV. beyond A the beginning of the avenue, is Radfin, beyond that Hara-
don.  The profpet forward, toward Stamebenge, is fhown Tas XXVIIL
There you fee the union of the two wings of the avenue, at the commence-
ment of the firait part of it C. Again, you may obferve the nature of the welt
wing of the avenue, going with a continued curve round the bottom of the
hill, till it enters the Hippodrom or curfis. At a diftance you fee Yanfbur

camp, thought to be another of Vfa,;f})ﬁﬁgﬂ*a. Next you defcend into the !.“aﬂ

ley to the union of the wings of the avenue, and afcend the agreeable part
of
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of it, to the teniple. Along here went the facred pomp. How would it de-
light one to have féen it in its firft fplendor !

“Fam nunc folermes ducere pompas
Ad delubra juvat, cafofjue videre fuvences. Virg,

I have often admir'd the delicacy of this afcent to the temple. As foon as
ou mount from the bottom, "tis level for a great way together : and the whole
ength of it is a kind of ridge, for it (lopes off both ways from it on each fide ;

fo that the rain runs off every way. Juft about half way there is a deprefiure,
as a paule or foot pace, thowing one half of the avenue afcending, the other
defcending, both magnificent, in the ancient gufto. There wasa temple of
Fupiter Labradeus near Mylafa a city of Caria, much frequented, The
way leading thither was called facred, and pavid 6o furlongs, thro' which
their procefiion went, Philyffratus fays, you went to the temple of Diana at
Epbejus, by a flone portico of a fladium. Paufanias in Phocicis fays, the
avenue to the temple of Minerwa Cranea near Elatea is afcending, but fo gent-
ly that it is imperceptible. Again in Chap, X, we read of a pav'd way, to
the oracle at .Dn"(atm But the natural pavement of our avenue 1s much finer,
1 take notice, that fupiter Labradeus wasa ftatue holding a halbard in his
hand, which inftrument like a f#cwrds or amazonian ax, was as a fcepter to the
Lydian kings. And apparently our Erﬁga’g}% halbard is the very word, with
an afperate way of pronunciation prefixd, Labrads. So our Druids carried
about a fharp brafs inftrument which we often find, call'd a cele, (I know not
whence ) with which they us'd to cut the Mifleree, at their greae feitival in mid-
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winter. I have reprefented one hanging at our Druids girdle, in Tas. L it Tae. I,
was to be put into the {lit at the end of %ﬁs ftaft, when ufed. But of this here-
after., Now with the Poer in his celebrated Od:
Quibus
Mps wnde dedubtus per omne
Tempus, Amazonia fecur
Dextras charmet, querere diffuli
Nee feire fas off emmia Horat.
being arriv'd again at Stemebenge, from the lalt print, Tas. XXVIIL though .,
fmuﬁ, we may fee the beanty of the curve in the outer circle of that work, XXVIIL
efpecially from the avenue, when the eye is below it.  We obferve the fame
in IA.h;dglﬂd fiont view. Tas. V. Tae. V.
now we are return’'d to the facred fabric, we will difcourfe 2 little upen

thefe temples in general, and {o conclude this chapter.

In Macrob. Sazwrn. 1. 18, mention is made r.:-[Pn famous round temple in
Thrace, where they celebrate moft magnificent religious rites. It is upon the
hill Zilmiffes. The temple is open at top. I fuppofe like ours, not a little
round hole like as in the Pantbeon, nor is it a {mall round facellum like thofe
little round t::mr]cﬁ at Rome to Romulus, to Fefla, &c. It is not reafonable to
think they thould build a Pauthesnin Thrace, nor can I underftand it otherwie,
than thar, it was like our Sfomebenge, and in truth an ancient patriarchal
ftruéture of a primitive model. The Deity here worthipp'd was call'd Saba-
zius fays he, fome make him Fupiter, fome the fun, fome Bacchus. Thefe
are the firlt perverfions of the Febovalof the Fews. In my Judgment, the
name Sabazius is a corruption of the Hebrew name of God nisay fabanth,
Deus exercituwm, a title that would well fuit the warlike Thracians. In time
Idolatry debafed every thing. When they perform'd the religious rites of
Bacchus, they cried Evobe, Sabbai, and call'd him Evius, Evan, Sabazius, &c.
-Eehe 1s a corrupt manner of pronouncing mym Febevab, and this facred cry is

truly
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tsulv no other than what frequently occurs in holy fripture, PWETR <of,
wab Sabasth. He is the king of glory, Pfaln xxiv./ 10. But I have difconrfed
on this head in my Palographia Sacra e 1. which will be continued.

Disdsrues Sicudus in his Book 11, mentions a very eminent temple of a round
form, emong the Hyperboreans, as he calls them, who inhabit an Mland fien-
ate in the ocean over-againft Gaul, which is not lefs than Sicily.  He gives an
odd account from thence mix'd with fable;and fecmingly fome reports of Stoue-
i.'q',lf"-"a‘ ifrf.'“: ]

f‘:’lr. Toland is confident, this hyperborean region is our Schetlond ifles,
whence .Abaris the Druid and hyperborean philofopher, famous in Grecian ftory.
Whilit T am writing this, Mareh 6. 1739-40. we had an account read hefore
the Royal Saciety, much confirming Mr. Teland's notion ; {peaking of the ad-
mirable temperatare of the air there, not fubject to fuch extremities, fuch fud-
den changes, as even inBritain itfelf.  There are fuch templesas ours there,

Arnohins in VL. fpeaking of the origin” of temples, ©“ We don't, fays he,
“ make temples to the Gods, as if we defign'd to fhelter them from the rain,
¢ the wind, .the fun: but that we may therein prefent onrfelves before them,
e and by our pravers, after a forr, fpeak to them as if prefent.” We may well
affirm this of cur temple, built after the manner of the patriarchal ones, the'
probably an improvement, and fomewhat more magnificent. Ours confifts of
twn ovals and two circles. Many in our ifland, which I fuppofe clder than
Stanehenge, confilt of one oval, or niche-like ﬁgum made of three ftones only,
(of which our adyzwm is a more magnificent fpecimen) and a circle of rude
{tones fx'd in the ground; of which our work, crown'd with a circular cor-
nith, is a more magnificent frecimen,  Sometime I meet with a niche without
a circle, fometime a circle without a niche. We may well fay, the circle is
analozous to our chapels, churches, or cathedrals, according to their different
magnitude ; the niches correfpond to our choirs, altars, ‘and more facred part
of the ficred building, the more immediate place of the refidence of the Deity.
They are what now the Turds and Arabians call the kebla, derivid, as we faid
bcf@Et, from the patrinrchnl practice, and particularly from the great iarch
cAbraban. 1 doubt not but the altars which he and his pofterity macﬁ:u men-
tion'd in feripture, were a ftone upon the ground before three fet in a niche-
like figure, and the whole inclos'd in a circle of fiones. At other times they fet
only one ftone for a kebla, as fometime our anceftors did likewife. This practice
was propagated generally among all ancient nations. Among many it was forgot-
ten, or not practifed, where they had but lietle religion at all.  Among others,
after idolatry had prevail'd with them, they thought all former manners of
worlhip like their own, and miftook the ftones which were £ebia's or places of
worfhip, for the objects of worfhip.  Hence Maximis of Tyre fays, the Ara-
b wc:rfhipp‘d he knew not what, for he faw mﬂ}r a great ftone.  Which,
no doubt, was the £ebla toward which they directed their devotion, as
had learnt from Abrabam, or the like patriarchal anceflors. So Paufanias in
Achaicis fays, the ancient Greeks worlhipp'd unhewn ftones inftead of flates;
more particularly among the Pharii, near the ftatue of Mercury, were 30
fquare {tones, which ﬂl&}' W{Jrﬁlipp’d. If cur author could not make his nar-
ration agreeable to common fenfe, he might well miftake this ancient patriar-
chal temple, fomewhat like ours of Stemebenge, for a circle of deities: he
himfelf being a ftranger to any other than image-worfhip, 1 fhall handle this
matter more largely hereafter, and now let us defcend again from the temple to
the enrfis.  Only I would clofe this chapter with this fhort refle@tion. This
avenue is proof enough (if there nceded any) that our work is a temple, not
a monument, as fome writers wounld have it.  But it requires no formal confu-
tation.

C Hakx T
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DEBESGCRIBED.

CHAELE IX

Of the Cuslus. Games exercisd on boly feffivals. The Druids
underflood geometry.

BOUT half 2 mile north of Stenebenge, acrofs the firft valley, is the
mg‘&:nrb.r;a‘gm’rm, which I difcover'd auguft 6. 1723, 'Tis a noble
monument of antiquity: and illuftrates very much the preceding account of
Stoncbenge. It was the univerfal cuftom, to celcbrate games, fealls, exercifes
and fports, at their more publick and folemn meetings to facrifice. Which was
done quarterly and anniverfarily, at certain ftated feafons of the year. Macrob.
Satur. . fays, *“ Upon holy days dedicated to the gods, there are facrifices,
* feafts, games and feftivals. For a facred folemnity is, when facrifices are
“ offer'd to the gods, or holy feaftings celebrated, or games perform’d to their
** honour, or when holy days are obferv'd.” ‘This great work is included be-
tween two ditches running eaft and weik in a parallel, which are 350 foot afun-
der. When I mention 350 foot, I {pezk in the grofs, and as we fhould fet it
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down in an Englifh fcale: but if we look into Plase VI. where I have given a Tan, VI

comparative view of our Englifh foot, and the moft ancient cubit ; at firlk fight
we difcern, this meafure means 200 of the Druid cubits.  This curfis is a lit-
tle above 10000 foot long : that is, it is made of 6ooe Druid cubits in length.
A moft noble work, contriv'd to reach from the higheit ground of two hills,
extended the intermediate diftance over a gentle valley: fo that the whole cur-
Jius lies conveniently nunder the eye of the moft numerous quantity of fpecta-
tors. To render this more convenient for fight, it is projected on the fide of
rifin und, chiefly looking fouthward toward Stasebenge. A delightful

rqu %rct‘“mm the temple, when this vaft plain was crouded with chariots,
rm emen and foot, attending thefe folemnities, with innumerable multitudes!
This curfis, which is two miles long, has two entrances (as it were:) gaps
being left in the two little ditches.  And thefe gaps, which are oppofite to each
other, in the two ditches, are oppofite to the {trait part of Stomebenge ave-
nue.

I mention'd before, that at the bottom of the ftrait part of Stemelenge ave-
nue, in the valley, the avenue divides itfelf into two parts. One goes direct-
ly eaft toward Radfin, the other goes northweftward, nns enters our curfiis nearly
at the fame diftance weft from the gaps or entrances before-mention'd : as thofe
gaps are from the caft end of the bippodrom. Thefe gaps being at a conveni-
ent diftance from that eaft end, may be thought to be in the nature of diftance
poits. It feems to me, that the turf of the adjacent ground on both fides, has
been originally taken off, and laid on the whole length of this curfis, becaufe
it appears fomewhat higher inlevel.  Tho' this was an incredible labour, yet a
fine defign for the purpofe of running. The earth of the wvallum is likewife
thrown inward.

The eaft end of the curfies is compos'd of a huge body of earth, a bank or
long barrow, thrown up nearly the whole breadth of the cuwrfis. This feems
to be the plain of feffion, for the judges of the prizes, and chief of the fpecta-
tors. The welt end of the curjis is curv'd into an arch, like the end of the
Roman circus's.  And there probably the chariots ran round, in order to turn
again. And there is an obfcure barrow or two, round which they return'd, as
it were, a mefa.

This is the fineft Eim of ground that can be imagin'd for the purpofe of a
horfe-race.  The whole is commanded by the eye of a {petator in any part,
In the middle is a valley, and pretty fteep at prefent: yet only fo, as that a
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ritifh charioteer may have a good rtunity of fhowing that dexterity,
f kﬂ{? of by Cefar. }rEM the cﬁquiﬁ:::P E:E'm:fs of the turf prevents any grc:};t

amage by a fall. The Ermnd of it hereabouts declines fomewhat north-
ward, ‘The main part of this bipfedrom is upon a gentle ridge running caft
and weft. ‘This render'd the place cooler.

On the fouthern ridge, toward the weft end of it, are many confiderable
barrows: but none towards the eaft end, for that would obftruét the view of
Stomchenge, There are many barrows but of no confiderable bulk, on the
north-fide, upon the extenfive afeent, toward the great north long barrow,
This magnificent work of the curfies is drawn duc caft and weft: except a
fmall variation of 4 or 5 degrees fouthward from the eaft. If we meafiire
along the bank, from the eaftérn meta, at 700 cubits exaCtly, we come over
againft the middle line of the ftrait part of the avenue to Stamelenge: soo cu-
bits further condud®s us to the gaps or oppofite entrances, I before mention'd;
which we fuppofe as diftance pofts. The whole interval between the eaflern
meta and thﬂfg gaps, is 1200 cubits. At 1000 cubits more, we come to the
place where the weft wing of the avenue enters the fouthern ditch of the enr-
Jis. That weft wing too, isjuft rooo cubits long to its union, with the firaic
part of Stemebenge avenue. Likewife the ftrait part of Stomebenge avenue is juft
rooo cubits long, as mention'd in its proper place. This welt wing beging,
in the bottem of that valley, which crofies the middle of the curjiis and fiveep-
ing along by the bottom of the hill, in a gentle carve, meets with the lower
end of rie ftrait part of Stanehenge avenue, where the wing or avenuc unites
to it, with an equal angle. So that the whole work is laid out with great
judgment and fymmetry; and curioufly adapted to the ground, which was
well confider’d, before the plot was mark'd out, by the firlt furveyors. From
the bottom of the valley erofiing the middle of the eurfiis, to the wellern mera
is 3800 cubits more, making in the whole 6ooo cubits. ‘The north end of
the eaftern mefa does not extend fo far as the northern bank of the curfis: 1
fuppofe, the reafon is, that there might be liberty that way, to ftop the horfes,
at theend of the courfe. ‘Therefore they fet out, on the fouth fide of the crr-

itz and return’d by the north fide. 1 obferve the ditch and bank towards the

eaftern end of the curfies much obfeur'd, by the trampling of men and horfes,
frequenting the fpectacles here: this being the moft throng'd.

The Curfies is directly porth from Stonchenge: fo exactly, that the meridian
lineof Stomchenge pafles precifely thro’ the middle of the Curfis.  And when
we ftand in the grand entrance of Stomebenge and obferve the two extremities of
the Curfis the caltern and weftern meta, they are each exaétly 6o degrees from
the meridian line; on each hand: making a third part of the circle of the ho-
rizon. By which we fee, the Druids well underftood the geometry of a circle,
and its meafure of 360 parts. '

Paufanias in Beotic, fays, € among the Thebans, by the gate Preetis is the
¢ Gymndafium of Zﬂfdﬂ.ﬁ and likewife the fadiyns, which is a bank of earth
* thrown up, fuch as that at Olympia and of the Lawrii. In the fame place is
¢ the heroical monument of Folaus.  A'little beyond, to the right is the figpe-
® drom, and in it Pindar’s monument.. The fame author in Aread. VIII. writes,
* that before the walls of Mantinea, in a field, was a fadim made for horfe-
* races, in honour of Antineus, Not far from it was the temple of Neprumus
® equeflres and others”  So that we fee it was the manner of the ancient Greeks
thus to define their places for fports by banks of earth, and that near their temples,

After the Romans had borrow'd the ufe of the Britifh chariots for travel%n
and the like, they us'd them too in the Gircenfian games. Thus Sédoius Apal-
linaris his poem upon it, Lib XXIL

Tnftant verberibus fimul regentes,
Samgue & pedfora prona de covinng
Extenfi rapiantur.——————
Again,
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DEscr1BED.
Again, :
Tune coetus juvenum fed anlicorum
Ela: fimulachra torva {:’ar;g'
Exercent, [patiantibus s,
——tandem murmura buccina ffrepentis
Eﬂ'feﬂﬁﬂ tubicen vocans quadrigas,

undit celeres in arva currus.

Hinc agger finat, Linc Arar refultat,
Hine fo des atgie eques reflefit,
Erﬂ‘a‘:.:ia{t & mjfm:gfsz&iwm

Such, we may well imagine, was the fcene of this place, in ancient days.
And as the poet mentions the river drar, 1 may take notice, in pafling, that
I have feen, feveral other places of fports and racings, which I take to have
belong’d to the ancient Bratons. As particularly thofe two great banks call'd

kes in the meadow near Leseeffer, which fpeftators look on as unac-
countable. Another fuch work, I have feen in the meadow by Dorchefler,
the ancient Roman city and cpii'anuI fee, in Oxfordfbire. Both are by the fide
of rivers.  Another upon the river Leweber by Perith in Cumberland.

Thefe places by rivers, were more agreeable to the Greek talle, as in a hot-
tercountry.  Another like place of fports, was in the chalky valley juft with-
out the town of Roylon, on the fouth fide of it, by the Lomdm road, The
old Reman road there, or Hermen-ffrect pafles over one corner of the work,
a5 being of later date. 1 may, perhaps, defcribe thefe more largely, another
time. e read in Homer and Firgil that races were celebrated at funerals,

Lo HEARR X

Of the barrows, or fepulchral tumuli abour Stonehenge. Gene-
rally fet in groups, which are family burial places; and in fight
of Stonchenge, They are fingle burial places. How the body
is pofited. What bas been found in digging into thefe bar-

FEWS.

COME in the laft place to fpeak of the barrows, obfervable in great num-
I bers, round Stonehenge. We may very readily count fifty at a time, in fight,
from the place; eafily diftinguithable: but efpecially in the evening, when
the floping rays of the fun {hine on the ground beyond them. Thefe barrows
are the artificial ornaments of this valt and open plain. And it is no {mall en-
tertainment for a curious perfon, to remark their beauties, their variety in form
and magnitude, their fitnation. They are generally of a very elepant campa-
uiform ihape, and done with great nicety. There is likewife a great varicty in
their {hape, and turn, and in their diameters, in their manner of compofition.
In general, they are always upon elevated ground, and in fight of the tem-
ple of Stonebenge. For they all regard it, 'lghm {hews, zhey are but fuperficial
infpectors of things, that fancy from hence, great battels on the plain; and
that thefe are the tumultwary burials of the flain. Quite otherwife; they are
affuredly, the fingle fcpulchres of kings, and great perfonages, buried during
a confiderable fpace of time, and that in peace. There are many groups of

them together, and as family burial places; the variety in them, feems to indi-
cate
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cate fome note of difference in the perfons there interr'd, well known in thofs
ages. Probably the priefts and laity were fﬂm:wa{a:—ll:ﬂ'ﬁnguiﬂfd; as well a3
different orders and ftations in them. Mot of the barrows have little ditches
around, extremely well defin’d. In many is a circular ditch 6o cubits in dia-
meter, with a very fmall zumulus in the center. 60 or even 100 cubits is
a very common diameter in the large baows. Often, they are fet in rows,
and equidiftant, o as to produce a regular and pretty appearance, and with fome
particalar regard to the parts of the temple, the avenues, or the curfus,
For inftance, where the avenue begins at the firft elevation, from Rm{iﬂ ford,
advancing towards Stonehenge, feven large and flat old barrows are on the right
hand of the avenue, towards the eaft end of the curfis, feven large barrows
of a newer fhape, are on the left hand: both thefe groups before {poken of,
are plac'd in a fimilar manner, in regard to the avenue, and as wings or
openings to it. Upon every range of hills, quite round Stomebenge, are firccet~
five groups of barrows, for fome miles: and we may even obiferve, that preat
barrow by Lord Pembroke's park at #ilton, which I call the tomb of Carvilius,
is fet within view of Stoncbenge. .

In 1722, my latc Lord Pembroke, Earl Themas, who was pleas'd to favour
my inquries at this place, open'd a barrow, in order to find the pofition of the
body obferv'd in thefe early days. He pitch'd upon one of thefe fouth of
Stonebenge, clofe upon the road thither from Wikten: and on the eaft fide of
theroad. 'Tis one of the double barrows, or where two are inclos'd in one
ditch : one of thofe, which I fuppofe the later kind, and of a fine turn'd bell-
fathion. It may be feen in Plore IX. On the weft fide, he made a feétion
from the top to the bottom, an intire fegment, from center to circumference.
The manner of compofition of the barrow was good earth, quite thro’, except
a coat of chalk of about two foot thicknefs, covering it quite over, under the
turf. ence it appears, that the method of making thefe barrows was to ;,’T-E
up the turf for a Freal: fpace round, till the barrow was brought to its inten
bulk. Then with the chalk, dug out of the environing ditch, they powder'd
it all over. So that for a confiderable time, thefc barrows muft have look'd
white: even for fome number of years. And the notion of fanétity annex'd
to them, forbid people trampling on them, till perfedtly fettled and turf'd over.
Hence the neatnels of their form to this day. At the top or center of this
barrow, not above three foot under the furface, my Lord found the fkeleton
of the interr'd; perfect, of a reafonable fize, the head lying toward Smmhngr,
or northward.

The year following, in order to profecute this inquiry, by my Lord’s arder,
I begun upon a barrow north of Stenebenge, in that group fouth of the cnrfies.
"Tis one of the double barrows there: and the more eafterly, and lower of the
two: likewife fomewhat lefs. Tt was reafonable to believe, this was the fepul-
ture of a man and his wife: and that the leffer was the female: and fo it
prov'd, at leaft a daughter. We made a large cut on the top from eaft to
welt.  Afier the turf taken off, we came to the layer of chalk, as before, then
fine garden mould. About three foot below the furface, a layer of flints, hu-
mouring the convexity of the barrow. Thele flints are gather'd from the fur-
face of the downs in fome places, efpecially where it has been plow'd. This
being about a foot thick, refted on a layer of foft mould another foot: in which
was inclos'd an urn full of bones, This urn was of unbak'd clay, of a dark
reddifh colour: crumbled into picces, It had been rudely wrought with fmall
mouldings round the verge, and other circular channels on the outfide, with
feveral indentures between, made with a pointed tool, as depitted in Plate
XXXII where I have drawn all the forts uf[-::hings found in this barrow. The
bones had been burnt, and crouded all together in a little heap, not fo much
as 2 hat crown would contain. The collar bone, and one fide of the under-
Jaw are grav'd in their true magnitude. It appears to have been a girl of about

14
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14 old, by their bulk and the quantity of female ornaments mix'd
wilﬂ the buncs,ra" which we gﬂhcr’gf.tﬂﬂds :?tr' all forts, and in great num-
ber, of glafs of divers colours, moft yellow, one black. Many fingle, many
in long picces notch'd between, {o as to refemble a firing of beads, and thele
were gencrally of a blue colour. There were many of amber, of all (ha
and fizes, flat fquares, long fquares, round, oblong, little and great. Like-
wife many of earth, of different thapes, magnitude and colour, fome little and
white, many large and flattfh like a button, others like a pully. But all had
holes to run a ftring thro’, either thro’ their diameter, or fides. Many of the
button fort feem to have been cover'd with metal, there being a rim work'd in
them, wherein to turn the edge of the covering. One of thefe was cover'd
with a thin film of pure gold. Thele were the young lady’s ornaments, And
had all undergone the fire: fo that what would cafily confume fell to picces as
foon as handled. Much of the amber burnt half thro’, This perfon was a
heroin, for we found the head of her javelin in brafs, At bottom are two holes
for the pins that faftned it to the ftaff. Befides, there was a fharp bodkin,
round at one end, fquare at the other, where it went into a handle, 1 ftill

eferve whatever is permanent of thefe trinkets.  But we recompos'd the afhes
of the illuftrious defunét, and cover'd them with earth. Leaving vifible marks
at top, of the barrow having been open’d, to diffuade any other from again
difturbing them : and this was our practice in all the reft.

Then we op'd the next barrow to it, inclos'd in the fame ditch, which we
fuppos'd the hufband or father of this lady. At fourteen inches deep, the
mould being mix'd with chalk, we came to the intire fkeleton of a man.
The fkull and all the bones exceedingly rotten and perifh'd, thro’ length of
time. Tho' this was a barrow of the lateft fort, as we mz);éc&u:g, The body
lay north and fouth, the head to the north, as that Lord Pemérake open'd.

Next, I went weitward, to a group of barrows whence Stonelenge bears eaft
north-eaft. Here is a large barrow ditch'd about, but of an ancient make, On
that fide next Stonebenge arc ten lefler, fmall, and as it were crouded together.
South of the great one is another barrow, larger than thofe of the group, but
not equalling the firlt. It would feem, that a man and his wife were bury'd
in the two larger, and that the reft were of their children or dependants.  One
of the fmall ones, 2o cubits in diameter, I cut thro, with a pit nine foot in
diameter, to the furfice of the natural chalk, in the center of the barrow ;
where was a little hole cut, A child’s body (as it feems) had been burnt here,
and cover'd up in that hole : but thro’ the length of time confum'd. From
three foot deep, we found much wood afhes foft and black as ink, fome little
bits of an urn, and black and red earth very rotten. Some fmall lumps of
earth red as vermilion: fome flints burnt thro”. Toward the bottom a great
quantity of afhes and burnt bones. From this place I could count 128 bar-
rows in fight. Sce a vaft multiplicity of 'em, Tar XXXI.

Going from hence more foutherly, there is a circular difth-like cavity dug in
the chalk, 6o cubits in diameter, like a barrow revers'd.  "Tis near a great bar-
row, the leaft of the fouth-weltern group, *Tis between it, and what I call
the bufhbarrow, fet with thorn-trees, TAg. XXXII. This cavity is feven fect
deep in the middle, extremely well turn'd, and out of it, no doubt, the adja-
cent barrow is dug.  The ufe of it feems to have been a place for facrificing and
feaiting in memory of the dead, as was the ancient cuftom, "T'is all overgrown
with that pretty fhrub ersca vnlgeris, now in flower, and fmelling like honey.
We made a large crofs feétion in its center upon the cardinal points; we found
nothing but a bit of red carthen pot. r

We dug up one of thofe I call Druid’s barrows, a fmall tump inclosd in 2
large circular ditch. T chofe that next to buthbarrow, weftward of it  Stone-
henge bears hence north-eaft.  'We made a crofs feftion ten foot each way,
three foot broad over its center, upon the cardinal points. At length we found

N a fquarith
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1 fquarith hole cut into the folid chalk, in the center of the fumulus, e was
three foot and a half, 7. . two cubits long, and near two foot broad, i.e. one
cubit: pointing to Stonebenge diretly. It wasa cubit and hﬂ!f deep from the
furface. ‘This was the domws exilis Plutenia cover'd with artificial earth, not
above a foot thick from the furface.  In this little Eraw: we found all the burnt
bones of 2 man, but no figns of an urn, The bank of the circular ditch is on
the outfide, and is 12 cubits bread. The ditch is 6 cubits broad (the Dmid®
ftaff ) the area is 7o cubits in diameter. The whole 100. .

I apen'd another of thefe of like dimenfions, next to t!'lﬂt Lord Pembroke firft
apen'd, fouth of Stonebenge. We found a burnt body in 2 hole in the chalk,
as before, Mr. Reger Gale was with me.

In fome other barrows I open’d, were found large burnt bones of horfes and
dogs, along with buman. Alfo of other animals as feem’d ; of fowl, hares,
boars, deer, goats, or the like.  And in a great and very flat old fathion'd bar-
row, weit from Stanchenge, among fuch matters, I found bits of red and blue
marble, chippings of the ftones of the temple.  So that probably the interr'd
was one of 1!;:: builders.  Fomer tells us of Achilles flaying horfes and dogs, at
the funeral of his friend Parroclus. _

Lord Pembroke told me of a brafs fword dug up in a barrow here, which was
fent to Oxfird. In that very old barrow near hittle Amber/bury, was found a
very large brafs weapon of 20 pounds weight, like a pole-ax. : Said to be given
to col. Wymdbam. In the great long barrow fartheft north from Stomebenge, which
1 call north long barrow, and fuppofd to be an Archdmid’s,” wasfound one
of thofe brafs inftruments call'd cefrs, which I hold to belong to the Druids,
wherewith they cut off the milletoe, as before mention’d. « Mr. Stallard of
Amberfbury gave it to Lord Burlimgton, now in Sir Hans Skané's cabinet: 13
inches long. They dug 2 cell in a barrow eaft of Amberfbury, and it was in-
habited for fome time. There they found all the bones of a horfe. This is
the fum of what is moft material, that fell within my obfervation, relating to
the barrows about Sfomelenge. We find evidently, thefe ancient nations had
the cuftom of burning their dead bodies, probably before the name of Rome,
So lachrymatories we read of in fcripture, ancienter than Greek or Roman times,
Plaln lvi. B, il

Tas. XXXI, the barrows in Lake-field, This is as a church-yard, the bu-
rial-place of fome town, or large family. I mention'd before, that the ditches
obfervable here, are bounds of parithes, hundreds or lordfhips, The country-
men fometime call this group, the prophets barrows. Becaufe the French pro-
phets 30 years ago, fet up a ftandard on the largeft barrow, and preach'd to
the enthufiaftic multitude.

Tas XXXIIL bufh-barrow, a barrow planted by the ds. "Tis fouth
of Stonchenge, and commands a pleafant profpet of the temple, the curfis, the
avenue, and of all the barrows arounds this plain. - You fee the hills a little on
this fide Abury, whereen runs the Wanfdike, the boundary of the Belpic
kingdom. .

Tg.lu. B, XXXIV. the fumulus of Carvilius who fought Fulius Cefar. "Tis
on the other fide of Wilten (Carvilium) by Lord Pembroke's park: and plant-
ed with four trees, as one of the vifto’s to the park,

Tas XXXV. one of the temples at Perfépolis a patriarchal one, open: but
made after Salmon's temple, ﬁg:rc : with mouldings and ornaments, I take it
to be of the fame age as Stonebenge.

CHAP
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CHAP XL

Of the original name of Stonehenge, and a conjeSure of the ge-
neral time of building fuch kind of works. Of Wanidike, éy
whom made and when. Of Velpafian’s camp. Stonchenge was call d
the Ambers, or Main Ambres: which mean the anvinted flones,
L e. the confecrated, the facred flones.  The meaning of the word
Ambrofia. The Tyrian Hercules drought the Druids hither,
with Abraham’s refligion. Apher @ grandfon of Abraham’s,
bis companion.

Have inform'd the reader, to the beft of my fkill, what was, and what

is the ftate of Sromchenge, both above, and below ground. 1 apprehend,
it will be expected, that Ifhould fay fomewhat, concerning the antiquity and
time of erefting thefe works, efpecially of Stemebenge. But what can we fay,
of a matter fo very remote? where the oldelt memoirs and reports of the old-
cft nation inhabiting the ifland, can give us no fatisfaction about it: but are as
far to feek, as to the founders of this wonderful work, as we are, at this time,
and are forced to apply to magic: in order to account for it. Notwithftand-
ing, I(hall endeavour to fatisfy the readers curicfity, in this point, as well
as 1 can; by giving him my own opinion aboutit. Not doubting of his
candour, in fo arducus an attempt: which may perhaps be an amufement
to him, whether it gains his belief, or not, Therefore, I (hall recite, in thort,
what occurs to me, on this fubject. 1. Asto the antiquity of thefe temples
in general. 2. Of the time of founding Srenebenge.

The former will anticipate, in fome fort, what I promis'd, in treating of
the temples of the Druids in general. But I am naturally led to it, here, by
obferving, that the name ufgih: adjacent town of Amberfbury, points out a
relation to the work of Stewshenge, and to the ancient name of it. For as we
took notice at firft, the prefent name of Stomehenge, is purely Saxon, given by
our lateft anceftors, by a people wholly ftrangers to the purport of the thing,
that had no notion, no report of its having once been a facred place; and fig-
nifies no more than hanging-ftones, or a ftone-gallows. The ancient Brrtons
call'd it eboir-gaur, which the Menks latiniz'd into cheréa gigantum, the giants
dance; a name fuited to the marvelous notion they had of the ftruéture, or
of the reports of magie, concern'd in raifing it. But I had rather chufe to
think chorr gaur in Welfh, truly means, the great church; the cathedral, in
our way of fpeaking. A general title, which the #%ejb inhabitants, the rem-
nants of the Befre, can?u:r'd by the Romans, gaveit; as well knowing the
true ufe of it, and even frequenting it in a religious way. Tho’ they had dri-
ven off the firft poflefiors of it, and the builders: I mean in Drusitiacus his
time, or fooner, re the Reoman invafion,

There is a very plain reafon: that Stonehenge was built, before the WWanjdike
was made, and #bar was the laft boundary of the Brﬁ:’r kingdom in Britain,
The ftones of which Stomebenge is compos'd, were fetcht from beyond that
boundary, confequently ther an enemies country. It feems not im_pmh:lb]e,
that the Wanfdike was made, when this Belgic kingdom was at its height, and
that time we may well guefs at, from Cefar. * He tells us in Bell, Gall. Lib.
1I. 4. * the Befre arc of German original. By force of arms, they poffefy'd
¢ themfelves of the countries, fouth of the Rérne and towards the ocean, dri-
““ ving out the Gauls. They were a very warlike nation, and could produce
“ 160000 men in arms, ‘That one of their kings Divitiacus, in the m'ﬂ“;}'f
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¢ of fome then living, obtain'd the government, both of great part of Gaw/
“ and in Britain too.” 1 believe the B:iffm__and Sicambri, all one people of
German original,  Our FFeifh call themielves Cymrz, and from them Cumber-
Jand has its name, It is very juft to think this #an/dike was made in the time
of Divrtiacus, both becaule of the greatnefs of the work, fuiting fo potent a
prince, and becaufe it is the laft boundary : after that time, the Roman power
fwallowing up all divifions. : . .

I judge, we may reafonably place the time of making the W anfifzke, about
5o years before Cefar wrote, we may fay avc. 650, Divitiacus Fmbabl].r
ordered it to be made in perfon.  And it feems to have been drawn from the
upper end of the Tees river, about Whit-church, and Andover, in Hampibire:
to the Aven river, about Briffel. ‘Thefe two rivers and the Hanfdite feparated
the Belgic kingdom from the old Celtic Britons. - They by this means, were
driven from this beautiful country, and from their ftately temple of Stonebenge,
by thefe powerful invaders. It 1s remarkable enough, that the inhabitants of
Somerfetfbire, the ancient feat of the Befger, retain flill the Belgie, liquidating
pronunciation, v confonant for f. zfor s,

The [evizes is a town in the middle of the length of Wanfiike, very pro-
hably erected, among others, to fecure this ditch or fortification, It feems to
have been the capital fort or frontier town, and to have its name from the king,
asa trophy or monument of his power: built by him in petfon. Anonymus
Ravennas may poflibly call it Punéluobice, but we have no certainty, that his
copy retains the word uncorrupt, or that he tranferibed it right: nor what altera-
tion the Romans made in the original word, nor what was made in the later
and barbarous times. However there feems enough therein, as well as in the
prefent name of the town, to countenance our conjeture, The former part
of the word punffus, which Mr. Baxter thinks monftrous, may come, per-
haps, from the German word pooghen, which ﬁ%;iﬁm an arduous work, and
might regard the caflle here, which is faid to have been once, the ﬂ;mnP:I't
in Europe. Neubringenfiscalls it Divifie.  They tell us legendary ftories of its
being built by an old Britifh King,

Divifius was probably the name of this Belpic Monarch, or Duiguis @ as
Gluiguss king of Demetia in Wales is wrote Glivifes in Toland, p. 186. and
the termination may have been form'd into Latin, from the Celtic word
tacgr dux. Whence, perhaps, the Etrwffan Tages, fo much boafted of
in their antiquities; likewife the modern Doge of Femice. So that Divitiacus
may well be Divifus dux. The name of the Wanjdite, 1 fhewed to be purely
Celtic, p. 4.

It is En ancient oriental cuftom to make thefe boundary ditches. Thus the
land belonging to the feveral tribes of JfFael was marked out by a ditch, as we
read in the accounts of the holy land. = Particularly the author of & wsyage de
la terre fainte, printed 1675, fg.arfs, p. 57. fays, * he travell'd five or fix miles
“ along fuch a ditch going from oppa to ferufalem, which parted the tribes
“ of Benjamin and Fudab "Tis recited Yofbua xv.

The monkith writers make much ado about Aurelius Ambrofius, a chriftian
king of the Britons (in the time of our great anceftor Hengif) building Stomebenge,
by ﬁ'lﬂ help of Merlin Ambrofius the magician, in memory of the Britifh nobility
flain treacheroully by Hengif, at Ambrefbury. Some fay the fact was com-
mitted ad pagum Ambri, others call it comobium Ambrij, others ad montem
Ambrij. One while they refer the name to Ambrofivs, another time to an
Abbot Ambrius, and this was among our Reman Britifh anceftors, who were
chriftians. They add too, that Merfin fetch’d thefe ftones out of freland,
that they had been brought before, out of Africa into freland: that he fet them
up here in the fame form, by art magie; and that the flones were of a medi-
cinal Virtue, Thefe matters we read in Girald. Cambreny. de admirand. Hib.
c. 18, Higden's Polychron. v. . Geoff. Monmouth VI, Matt, W'efiminfler, %‘{I:

11§



:
:

irikedrge dlolene .

e e Ty

iyl " thig s

g

e T il Rl fi

g mﬁmﬁ\

venue atm\mm. %

K ings bargons D Vefefians ca

L] ﬁ%,rw.kwﬁ;qm%
: o the avenue







DeEscRrR1IBED.

This calls to my memory, what the above-mention'd Dr. Harwved in-
form'd me, he had heard the great Sir Chriffopber Wren fay, that there
were fuch itruftures as Stamebenge, in Africa, being temples dedicate to
Saturn. But Ineed not be tedious in obferving, how abiurd the Mondsfh re-
Ejuns are; of a chriftian King erecting Stenchenge, as a fepulchral monument

v the Britifh nobility, ma in the monaftery of Ambreflury. Acihie
fame time they fay, their bodies were buried in the church-yard of the mo-
naftery, Nor how they confound the names of Ambrofins the king, Amdrins
the abbot, the town, abby and mountain of Awbry, and perhaps of Merlin
too, for one of them was call'd Ambrofius.  But their affirming, the edifice
‘came out of Africa into Spain, thence into Ireland, thence into Brituin, and
of its being ercted here in the fame form, by art magic; and that the ftones
are of a medicinal virtue: thefe notions lead us to the original truth, of
the Drud founders, and  that Semebenge had originally, the name of Améres,
and from it the adjacent town of Ambrefbury had its name,

To parfuc - this matter a little further, Between Stonebenge and - the town,
hanging over the river, upon elevated ground is a fine and ancient camp, com-
monly call'd Fg.zaﬁ#n‘s, and not without much probability, attributed to him.
‘We have often had occafion to mention it before. That great man, deftin'd
by dpmvidcm:r: for executing his final vengeance, on the people of the Fews,
and thereby accomplithing our Saviour's predictions; by his fucceffes in this
g/m:, pavid a road to the imperial digmty. Having conquer'd the ifle of

ight, he purfued his good fortune, higher up into this country, where he
made this camp, and another acrofs the heath, call'd Yaneg/bury; which feems
to retain the latter part of his name. The camp we are {peaking of near
Ambrefbury, is an oblong fquare, nicely placed upon a flexure of the river,
which clofes one fide and one end of it, There is an old barrow inclos'd in it,
which, doubtlefs was one of thofe belonging to this plain, and to the temple
of Stenchenge, before this camp was made. It is pretty to obferve, that the
road from Stenebenge to Ambrefbury, runs upon the true via pretoria of the
camp. The Generals tent or preeforium was in that part fouth of the road, be-
tween it and the river, toward little Ambrefbury. There is another gate of
the camp, at the lower end, northward, the perfa praetoria ordinaria, 10 the
Roman language. Now I apprehend, that Stomebemge was originally call'd
the Ambres, ffom thence this camp was call'd Ambrefurgh, and thence the
name of the town underneath,

Mr. Camden writes, ** that near Penfans in Cormwall, is a very remarkable
“ ftone, call'd main Ambre, which tho' it be of a vaft bignefs, yet you may
* move it with one finger: notwithftanding a great number of men cannot
“ remove it from its place. The name is interpreted the ftone of Ambrofius.”
A picture of it in Norden's hiltory of Cormwall, p. 48. 1have feen ane of thefe
rocking ftones, ascall'd commonly, in Derbyfbire. Mr. Toland in his hiltory
of the Drids, mentions it too, and fays there are fuch in #ales and in Ireland.
Sir Robert Sibbald mentions them in Seotland, all rightly judg'd to have been
done by the Druids. Sir Robert fpeaking of the rocking flone near Balvaird
(or the Bards town) in Fife: * I am inform'd (fays hc%that this ftone was
“ broken by the ufurper Crommeel's foldiers. And it was difcover'd then, that
“ its motion was perform’d, bya yolk extuberant in the middie of the under
“ furface of the uppermoit ftone, which was inferted in a cavity, in the fur-
% face of the lower ftone.” This is the artifice of the flones at Stonebenge,
but applied here by the Druids for a moveable principle, as there, for ftabili-
ty. I call them mortaife and tenon: and before obferv'd them to be of an epg-
like form; which Sir Robert callsayolk, The Main dmber in Cormwall was
likewife deftroy'd in the civil wars, h;rurmof Oliver's governors.  Thefe re-
formers had a notion of thefe works being fuperftitious matters. Main Ambre is

lapisAmbrafins, or petra Ambrofia, ﬁ.ng that name leads us to confider the fn;;uu
re
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petre Ambrofice, on the coins of the city of Tyre, A fpecimen of them, Ihave
drawn on the Plare following,.

Thefe, and many more of the like fort, ftruck by thecity of Tyre, in honour
of their founder Hercules, may be feen in Faillant's fecond Volume of colony
coins, pag. 6g, 148, 218, 251, 217,

Theﬁd;f rgﬁ:nt‘twn great, iuug'irjﬁmm, call'd petre ambrofir, with an al-
tir h-furciﬁcm, and an olive tree; Herenles the hero of Tyre, the famous Na-
vizator of antiquity, their founder, facrificing. On fome of the coins pefre
ambrofie wrote in Greek, He is reprefented indeed like the Gresk Hercules,
but in the latter times of the Rsman empire, when thefe coins were ftruck,
they at Tyre were as far to feek about the true meaning and origin of their firft
antiquities, as we of ours. And what knowledge they had of them, was from
legendary reports of the Greeks, who chiefly, among the ]‘lE:lﬂ'lf_:l‘IS, had the
knack of writing. Thefe reports, as we may find in Newnus his Dionyfiacs, 40.

and 41. acquaint us, that Hercwlks invented fhipping, asa latin poet too inti-
mates, Trbullus,

Prima ratem wentis credere dofta Tyrus.

They acquaint us that he ordered Tyre to be built, where the pefre ambro-

fie ftood, which were two moveable rocks, ftanding by an olive tree. He

was to facrfice on them, and they fhould become fixt and ftable: rather, the
City thould be built with happy aufpice, and become permanent.
ere are our Main Ambres, made artfully moveable, a kind of altars, or pil-
lars, the fame as the pillars of Hercudes fo fam'd, and as lietle underftood.
were the original patriarchal altars, for libations and facrifices, and mean, in
g;:nml, their Altars, whether moveable or immoveable: or as we may iﬁk,
their temples, which imply an altar properly, inclofed with ftones and a ditch,
or ground dedicated and fet apart for public celebration of religious rites. For
:hi_z word Ambrofius means in general, confecrated, dedicated to religious
ufe. '
Befide the petre ambrofie of Tyre, and our main ambres of Britain and ITre-
land, we meet withanother in Hepheffion's Hiftory 111, 3. « Speakingof Her-
“ cules, he mentions the Gygonian ftone, as he calls it, near the ocean, which
** may be movid with the ftalk of an afpbodel, but can't be remov'd by any
“ force,” Tt feems this word Gygonius is purely Celtic. For guwingry fignifies
motitans, the rocking ftone ; and gugon is what the boys with us call a gig, or
litle top.  For thefe Gygansan ftones are of that fhape, pyramidal, 2
0
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No wonder thefe matters are well nigh loft, in the mift of extreme antiquity,
when even the meaning of the word amérofius was hardly known, either to Iﬁ
antients'or moderns, till Mr. Baxter difcoverd it, in his gloffary. It fignifies
oil of rofes, rofaceum: the moft antient kind of perfume. In the 4th Odyffy,

V. 445. Edotbea a feagoddefs, teaches Menelans and his companions, to cure
the odious {mell of the fea calves.

Al apali om fiva o e Qpz
Hiév g Az mosisomr.

She put ambrafia to their nofes, fweetly fmelling, %Eain, in his hymn to Fenus,

the graces walht the goddefs, and anointed her with oil ambrofial : fuch as be-
comes the immortals.

% yesr {Azin
Aubeite, oia Gung emwlundey aidy idvrac.

La;_ﬁly, in Jrad. XXIIL Venus anoints Heffor's body with ambrofial oil of
rofes,

Pﬂl@;‘kﬂ? 5 xe;.cr EX it

Apbesmnn

Which is a tautology. For from length of time, they farce knew the true
meaning of the word in Homer's age.

P"u;g:f feems to underftand but fomewhat of the ﬁ.[‘igil‘l:ﬂ Jm-aniug of the
word, fpeaking of Venus ; her hair was ancinted with ointment perfum’d,

«Ambrofieg; come divinum vertice odorem

Spiravere fEncid.

In Pliny Nat. Hilt. XIIL 1. we find the olum rhodinum molkt antient, com-
mon and fimple. And this 15 the true ambrofa, which from its very antient
ufe in facred rites, had almoft loft its meaning; and was us'd to fignify, one
while, the food of the gods, another time, immortality ; again, whatever is
divine, or a prn:n‘pﬂate to the gods. But fimply, it fignifies oil of rofes, ftill
from its firft ufe, in ficred matters, it imports anointed, in a religious fenfe;
confecrated, dedicated. Then main ambres, ambres, petra ambrofie, lgnify
the flones anointed with holy oil, confecrated; or in a general fenfe a temple,
altar, or place of worfhip.

The truth is, it was a patriarchal cuftom to confecrate their altars, pillars,
or in a general word temples, by ancinting with oil, either fimple or perfum’d.
Roie oil being the oldeft, engrofi'd the general name of the action; fo that a
{tone anointed with oil of rofes, 1sa main amber, or lapis ambrofivs, The fame
is an altar, or {tone dedicate to religious ufe. The plural number, petre am-
brofice, import a church or temple, in our way of fpeaking.

We have an illuitrious inftance of this praétice in the%ml}r Scriptures, and
the carlieft. Gen. xxvili. This is not commonly underftood by writers. *Tis
the moving and memorable hiftory of young %ﬂm&, fent away from his fa-
ther’s houfe alone, to take a long journey to fome unknown relations. He
came to a place, call'd afterward Bethel, and ﬂa?pin with his head on a ftone
for a pillow, had a celeilial vifion; and a promife from God, of the higheft
importance to him and all mankind. Awaking, he thought the place had
been holy ground, where, perhaps, his grandfather Abrabam had before-time
built an altar; an houfe of God, or gate of heaven, as he elegantly names it.
** Thercfore he rofe up early in the morning, which was one circumiftance (in

" patsiarchal
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« patriarchal times) of the work he was going about, and took the ftone that
“ he had put for his pillow, and fet it up for a pillar; and poured cil upon the
« top of it, and called the place Besh-¢l, . e, the houfe of God. Then he vow-
«“ ¢d, that if God would pleafe to profper him in his journey,. and bring him
“ hack into his own country, he would build a temple there, and confecrate to
“ God the tythe of his fubftance, as was the manner in thofe times.”

This is in reality a votive, patriarchal temple, altar or houfe of God, which
he not only vows to build, but at the fame time endows it. The ftone which
“faesh anointed, was not an altar properly, lying on the ground whereon to
make a libation, but he fet it up as apillar. It was cne of the upright ftones,
which the feripture calls pillars, as ftanding of itfelf; a part of the circle of
ftones, inclofing the altar. And by the adt ahnuimmrg, Facoh confecrated it,
as the manner then was, deftined it for a facred purpofe, as an earneft of his
will in good time to fulfil it. And this he did fulfil, chap. xoxv. building the
celebrated temple of Bethel. Here feroboam fet up one of his golden calves.
At laft it was deftroy'd by Fefpafian.

In Exod,xxiv, 4. * we have an inftance of Mgfs rifing up early in the morning
“ and building an altar, and fetting up 12 pillars around it.” This was before the
tabernacle was made, which introduced the cuftom of cover'd temples.

But fo famous was that patriarchal temple of 7acsd's, which he buile at Be-
thel; that the heathen called all their temples of thatfort, when they were per-
verted to idolatrous purpofes, Bethylia, lapides Beatyli, and the like. Which
indeed is but another manner of exprelling kipis Ambrofius, or our Main Am-
bre.  And according to cuftom, the Bbulous Grecks hnving loft the true hiito-
ry of its origin, afixXd many ftrange flories to it; as of Saturn devouring fuch

- a flone, wrapt up in a fkin, inftead of his Son Fupiter: which feems to be

form’d Som the memory of praying at thefe places, 1n the name of the media-
torial deity, as the patriarchs did. And Sanchoniatbon tells us, the god Oura-
nus devifed Betylia, or animated ftones, He means our rocking ftones, gygo-
nian ftones. I fhall thow in my difcourfe on that fubject, that by Owranmus,
he means rig}tmus Noab, who, according to patriarchal ufage, builded an al-
tar unto febovab, Gen. viil. 20. meaning one of thefe patriarchal temples. In
time, by the corruption of mankind, thefe places were defecrated to idolatrous
urpofes ; and writers pervert the intent of them.  So that God Almighty, raif-
g up the Mofaic Difpenfation, was oblig'd to interdict the very ufe and pra-
ctice of thefe open temples, and introduce the cover'd one of the tabernacle;
by way of oppofition to heathenifim, as well as with other important views.

We find now the meaning of anointed ftones in antiquity, and the olive-
tree fet by the ftones on the Tyrian coins.  As the very learned Author of -
cheologia Graca obferves, on the affair of confecration, * they were more
“ or lefs famptuous and expenfive, as other parts of divine warfhip, accord-
“ ing to the ability of the worfhippers.” Young Faceba traveller us'd plain
oil, part of his viaficum, others us'd perfum'd uiE or ambrofa. That author
cites us from Atheneus, the method of confecrating Fupiter Crefias’s ftatue
with a libation call'd amérofia: and others by ancinting with oil, pravers and
libations, Exodus xxx. 22. We have the holy precious cintment made under
the Fewifb difpenfation for the like purpofe. And we ufe fuch, for inaugura-
tion of our kings, to this day,

The Tyrian Hercules who built Tyre and fet up the perre Ambrofie in thofe
coins, (if I miftake not) liv'd as early as the time, of Facob's anointing the
flone at Bethel. The great Bochart, who penetrated very deep into the Ple-
nician learning, looks upon itas a clear matter, that in Follwa's time, the
Plenicians fent innumerable colonies, into the mediterrancan coafls, and
even to the ocean, In the preface to his admirable work Camzar, he fays,
“ he has a great fufpicion, that colonies went abroad this way, before that

“ time, Particularly, he afferts, that Hercules, in Eufebius firnamed Dgf&na;r.r,
i who
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* who was famons in Phanicia before the Exedus, is the fime, who conquer'd
“ Antaas inAfrica: which in Eu/f#bius, is fet 56 years before. Heiscall'd Her-
** cufes primus, and that is 63 years before the Exodus, in Eufebius's chrono-
“ logy.” Again, hejudges it to be 2000 years diftance between the later Ra-
mian times and the firlt Hercwles. Now from Conflantine the great, 2000
Years carriesus up to Facod's time.  And he proves, from Ariffotle de mirabilibus,
that Herceeles built Utica in Africa, atthat time ; wherein Enjebius fays he was
famous in Phanicia, and this muft be when Zlerculs was old. I-K: having
conquer'd .Alnteus in that country, when he was young,

But I find in the fame Eufebius, Prometbeus isfct 111 years ftill earlier, be-
fore the firlt mention of Hercules, this is during the life of the patriarch -

. Promethens and Atias were brothers, and ftudents in Aftronomy, with
whom the ftory of Herculs isalways conjoin’d.  And fo high at leaft, I muft
place the time of our Tyrian Herculs, who is the fame as Defanans,  Bur
Marianus wranfcribing Ewbius calls him Defenans. And Hefyckius fays Dorfanes
is 2 name of Hercules, with the Indians. But by the Jndians, it is likely, the
Phernicians and Arabians are meant; for the ancient Greeks call all the country
to the caft of the mediterranean fea, JFrdia. And then we may in fome mea-
fure underftand the report of Ammianus Marcellinus, who takes it from Tima-
genes, an old Greek Hiftorian, buta Syrian by nation, fpeaking concerning the
peopling of Gaul/, *that the more ancient Hercules conduéted the Dorvenes,
* to the countries bordering on the ocean,” Perhaps the Dofarens are meant,
an _Arabian nation, mention'd by Prolemy. A Deity of the Arabians was called
Dujaris or Dajaris, mention'd by Step. Byzant, Suidasand Tertullian. A dif-
ficult word, which Bachart cannot trace from the Arabian language; nor is it
cafy to fay, what Deity ke was. No wonder fuch matters are obicur'd, thro®
fo i:mg diftance of time. Some think him Bacchus, fome Mars, and why not
g:rﬂm'h? for after mankind laps'd into idolatry, thefe three were much con-

nded.

I find fufficient teltimony, of the Tyrian Herculesr coming from Arabia,
about the red fea, or having companions, that were natives of that country.
For this reafon they nam'd an ifland at the city of Gadis, which they built,
Erythia, Erytbrea; which Pliny IV, 22, fays, was fo called from the firlt

flors, the Tyrians, who came from the E?r&man fea: which is the
red fea. Solfnus fays the fame. That fea had its name from Erythras,
as the Greeks and the fame Pliny write; who is Edom or Efax, brother of ¥a-
eob. The words are fynonymous, fignifying red. The reports of Hercukes's
expedition to that ifland Erythrea now Cadiz, is famous in all the old Greek
Writers.

This relation we have given of the Tyrsan Hercules, that he lived about the
time of Abrabam, or foon after, according to Eufebius's chronology; that he
came from about the red fea, and had companions in his travels, that lived
thereabouts, is much confirm'd by what Feiphus writes, from Adlexander Po-
hbiflor; who cites it from a very antient author, called Cleoderus, fir-
nam’'d Malchus, who wrote a hiftory of the Fews, agreeable with the My,
He fays, Abrabam had feveral Sons by Keturab, he names Apler, Surisand

apbra. That Apber and Fapbra were auxiliaries to Hercules, when he fought
in Lybia againft Anteus. t from r the country was nam’d Africa.
That Hercules married his daughter, and begat of her Dodorus. fofipbus in
the fame chap. of the firlt book of his antiquities, writes, that Abrabam had
fix fons born of Keturab : men, heroic and wife. That theyand their pofteri-
ty were fettled in Troghdytis, in the country of Arabia falrx, reaching to the
red fea.  He makes Opber or Apber grandfon to Abrabam, by Midian his fon.
That 125# waged war in Lybsa and mnq‘l_;u*d it, and plac’d his fons there, who
call'd the Country Africa from their father. So Schimdler in hjs lexicon,

. 1361,
o gl P Ma-

53



54

STONEHENGE

Making proper allowance for relations of fuch very antient matters, tranfn11|':~
ted by hiftorians of different countries, different languages, and fo often tranicri-
bed and tranflated, before they come down to us; here is enough to. confirm
and explain, what we have before advanc’d: both as to time and. place, and
matter. And we cannot but fee what relation our Majin dmbres and the gygo-
nian ftone by the ocean, have to the petrae ambrofice, whir:l:_t Hercules fet up at
Tyre: which is the drift of my difcourie. That very nian tone, for cughe
I'fee, may be our rocking-ftone near Pewfans, it ftands by the fea-fide. Nor
do 1 fec any abfurdity, if we judge, that it was erected e, by Hercuics in
perfon. Near it is that other famous Druid temple call'd Bifowson, confifting
of 1g pillars in a circle and a central £ebla, The entrance is made of 2 fome-
what larger ftones, than the reft: notimprobably one of the Herculean Jabours.
It is affirm’d by the beft authors, that our Tyrian Hercules, the more ancienter
Hercules, built the city of Gadis, at Cadiz now, And where-ever Hercules
came, there we read of his pillars. Thus Aviens,

Hic Gadir urbs e, dicta Tarteflus prius,
Hic fint colummee pertinacis Hercules.

Arrian 11 of the life of Alexander, remarks, © that Gadis was builtby the
« Phanicians. There wasa temple of Hercules. The form, the facrifices
“ and ceremonies there perform’d, are all after the Phawician manner.”  Stra-
boin his Lib. 1L fays there were two pillars in this temple, dedicate to Heren-
Jes; which the learned Tr7ffan in his commentaries on medals, p. 384 fays, he
doubts not, but they were petra ambrofie, in imitation of thofe of the fame name,
in the temple of Hercules of Tyre, which Herodotus in Euterpe {peaks of, He
appears to have been an extraordinary genius, and a man of great picty withal,
Therefore where-ever he came, he made thefe patriarchal temples, or fet up

illars of ftone, as antiquity called them. Juik as the patriarchal family did
in the land of Casaan. And Hercules feems to me, to have been a great man,
raifed up by providence, to carry the reform'd patriarchal religion, to the ex-
tremeft part of the then known weftern world. Here, I fuppofe, the reli-

ion of Abrabam remain’d pure, for many ages, under the Druids, il per-
%mps- corrupted by incurfions from the continent. It is remarkable, that the
Romans, who were {o catholic, (different from thofe we now abfurdly call Re-
man catholics) as to permit all religions, perfecuted only that of the Druids,
and the chriftian: whence we are naturally led to think, there was a good
deal of refemblance. Indeed, the Druids are accufed of human ferifices.
They crucified 2 man and burnt him on the altar; which feems to be a moft
extravagant aét of fuperftition, deriv'd from fome extraordinary notices they
had of mankind's redemption: and perhaps from Abrabam’s example mifun-
derftood.  But as to human facrifices fimply confidered, the Romans them-
felves and all other nations upon earth at times, pratis'd them.

To this Hercules, antiquity affixed very many names, from different noti-
ons of him, retain'din different countries; and after idolatry took root, hcwas
worfhipp'd under thofe names of confecration, according to the old method.
For inftance, one of his names was Palemon. Palemon, fays Hefychius, is
Hercules. 'The Greeks made him a fea Deity, who had been fo great a fea-cap-
tain. They call him Melicerta, which is his Phanician name Melcartus, king
of the city. Owid tells us the ftory in Mer. IV, Nownus calls him Affrochiton
ftarry-robed, from his being made a conftellation in heaven. In the Gallic
ﬂiﬂure of him, which Lucian faw, he is reprefented with a fphere in one

and, under the name of Ogmius. Mr, Tolend in his hiftory of the Druids,
fhews us the true interpretation of that word, from the Zrif% language; after the
learned had in vain attempted the explication of it. From thence we infer he
brought the ufe of letters hither, Cefar informs us, the Druids bad the}l;’u.
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He is called 45, by the eafterns, which fignifics the valiant: the fame as He-

s of the Germans.

Befide the patriarchal cufltom of building thefe places of worfhip, and con-
fecrating them with oil, we find many other footfteps of that moft ancient
religion, in the hiftory of Hereules. .g.:"b}:s fpeaking of the firange rites ufed
o4 the Gaditan temple of Hercules, fays, the priefls officiated there barefooted,
pm{tia'd chaltity, had no ftatues, us'd white linen ﬁtrPl.i;:r.es, And it is a noto-
rious cuftom with the ancient Planicians, to pay tithe. Indeed they paid
tythe to Hercules.  Which only imports, that it was a precept and practice
introduc’d by Hercules. And after they had deified Hercules they practis'd it
toward him, This wasa common method, when idolatry began. 1 fhall
treat more largely of thefe affairs; when I difcourfe expreflly u!}- the patriarchal re-
ligion. Likewile, I fhall prove more fulty, from chronological charatters,
that this Hercules livid at the time, we are {peaking of, in the canon Mofarce
chronolsgie.  What I now recite, concerning thefe matters, 1 could not well
avoid, as they in my apprehenfion. relate to the name of Seomebenge.

Pliny Nat. Hiff. V11. 56. gives us a teftimony, of our Herculs, under the
name of Melcartus, (as Bochart rightly corrects it) firft bringing tin into
Greece, from the ﬂdﬁ:rn’diﬂmds. By which the Britifl are meant.  The tin
of ‘]};—-f, which the merchants of Greece, came to buy, at the fairs of that ci-
ty, 15 mention'd Ezekiel xxvii. 12. which, no doubt, came from hence. But
it is much earlier mention’d, among lead and other metals, when the Midra-
aites had it in Mefs's time, Numbers xxxi, 22. the Chaldee and Arabic verfion
there, ufe the word kaffira, the Hierofolymitan kiffara. No wonder the Mi-
dianites thould then abound with tin: when we were told by Fafphus, that
Apber fon of Midian, was one of Hereules's companions, The LXX. in
that paffage of Numbers call it wagss/mepe.  But tin is mention'd earlier ftill, in
fob xix. 24. and ¥ob liv'd in this fame country, on the borders of Arabia.

It is very evident from Bochart, thatthe Phanicians, had fail'd quite round
Britain, by what he writes of Thule. How then can we doubt but the great
ifland, which they found in the extremelt weft, was Britain? but they kept
their gainful navigation hither {o fecret, for many centuries, that even Herods-
tus the earlielt Greek writer profefles he knows not, whence the tin comes,
Britain was the only country, where it could come from, inany quantity, as
Pliny El:,rs. But from this great fecrecy of the Phenicians, we have loft the
high antiquities of Britain, as unknown to the Greeks; the only heathen na-
tion that had the addrefs to commit things to writing. Therefore we muft be
content with what fmall remains of this kind, canbe fifl'd out of the wreck
of time, by fach conjectural methods, as antiquaries cannot avoid infifting
unln Devenfbire is Hartland point o call'd corruptly, asthe excellent Comder
obferves, for Herculis promontorium. And upon Durbam fea coaft is a
town on a promontory call'd Hartlepool. A willage call'd Hart near it.  1take
it to have been call'd by the Greek traders here Heraclegpelis.  And hence, pro-
bably came that fine old altar in Gree#, dedicated to the Tyrian Hercules, which
Mr. Roger Galeand 1 copied, in Gorbridge church-yard.

From thefe and many other confiderations of this kind, which I {hall here-
after treat of more largely and profeffedly : 1 cannot but join in opinion :.'."il'.h
Frane. P.Eu'frﬁﬁrw in his epiftles, and Lilius Giraldus in his Hercules mention'd
by Mr. Canmden, in the laft quoted paffage, and with many other writers, that the
very ancient Phanician or Tyrian Hercules conducted an eaflern colony hither,
upon the aborigines; withwhom came the Druids, the builders of Stonchenge and
the like works among us.  And let this fuffice for what I promis'd upon the firft
head of this chapter, wiz. to fpeak of the antiquity of works in general,
2. We are to fpeak of the time of founding Stonchenge.

CHAP.
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CHAP XIL

A conjeflure about the time of the founding of Stonehenge.
A uniform variation in fetting thefe works, not to be accounted
fory but by [uppofing the Druids ws'd a magnetical compafs.

Their leader, the Tyrian Hercules, was poffe/sd of a compafs-
box. The oracle of Jupiter Ammon bad a compafs-box. The

golden fleece at Colchis was a compafs-box. Both thefe temples
were founded by Apher, Hercules bis companion, and grandfon
¢o Abraham. Apher, Aphricus, or Phryxus zbe fame perfon,
feems to have given name to Britain.  The Druids fer thesr tem-

ples and other works ? it.  The biffory of the mariner’s compafs,
fince thattime. The biftory of the variation of the magnetic needle.
A conjelture of the time of building Stonchenge, from thence.

N my Enquiries into thefe works of the antient Druid; in our ifland, I ob-
I ferved a greater exaftnefs in placing them, with regard to the quarters of
the heavens, than one would expeét, in works feemingly fo rude; and in fo re-
mote anage, to which wemuit neceffarily refer them, What more particular-
Iy mov'd my attention, wasa certain variation from cardinal points, which I
cbierved regular and uniform, in the works of one place. And that variation
was different, in works of another place; yet equally regular and uniform in
that place. Suppofe (for inftance) the works about Abury in Wiltfbire gene-
rally vary g or 10 degrees to the left hand, from cardinal points: 7 £ weftward
from the north. And the works at Stansbenge generally vary to the right hand,
from cardinal points, and that to the quantity of 6 or 7 degrees. 'The principal
diameter or groundline of Stonebenge, leading from the entrance, up the middle
of the temple, to the high altar, (from which line the whole work is form'd)
varies about that quantity fouthward of the north eaft point.  The intent of the
founders of Stemehenge, was to fet the entrance full north eaft, being the point
where the fun rifes, or nearly, at the fummer folitice. As well becaufe shat
is the fartheft elongation of the great celeftial luminary, northward; the com-
plement of our earthly felicity, in ripening the fruits of the earth: as becaufe
then they celebrated one of their principal religious meetings or feftivals, with
facrifices, publick games, and the like. Such was the cuftom of all the antient
nations. The Ifbmian, Nemean, Gaj'm;‘m'm, Pythian games, famous in the
works of the learned nations: thofe of Tyre 11 il:zrmfw: iv. 18, dedicated to
their and our founder, the antient Tyrian Hercules, who, 1fuppofe, conducted
the firlt Phanician colony, with our Druids, into Britain: thefe were all held
at this time of the year. A cuftom continu'd from patriarchal times.

This exaétnefs with which the Druids fet their works, and the uniformity
of their variation, make me believe, this variation was not the effect of chance
or negligence,

By a fuperficial reflexion upon it, we fhould be apt to fufpedt, it was owing
to their obferving the fun’s rifing on the longeft day of the year, or fummer fol-
ftice, and fetting their line byit. For this is fuppofed to be a method by which
they formerly fet our Churches: marking the fun's rifing at the equinox. But
the Drusds were too good aftronomers and mathematicians to need o mean an
artifice: nor does it correfpond to the quantity precifely encugh. Befides, this
fame variation appears where it cannot poflibly regard the fun's rifing at that

time,
For,
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For, 1 obferv'd the like variation, or very near, in all the other parts relating
to this temple before taken notice of; befide the avenue leading up to the tem-
ple from the north eaft, in a ftrait line; which has the before-mention’'d variati-
on all the way. At the bottom of the hill, this avenue divides into two wings,
each going off from the Jalt mention'd part, with a decent fweep ; the one to
the left hand, weftward, the other to the right hand, ealtward. They go off
with a like angle, and that angle varies the like quantity. The weftern win
goes to the curfis, before obferv'd, the place upon the downs, half a mile o
Stanchenge, made for races with chariots and horfes.  The right hand wing of
the avenne runs direétly eaftward for a mile together, pointing to a place on an
angle of the river, called Radfin, This part of the avenue, which was intend-
ed by the founders, to have been drawn precifely eaft and well, varies about 5
or 6 degrees to the fouth.

Likewife, that great work of the curfus itfelf, which ftretches its length a-
crofs the downs, from eaft to weft, like a line of latitude upon the globe, varies
fuch a like guantity, from true eaft and weil, the fame way. The meridian
line of Stenehenge pafles exaétly through the middle of this carfis.

Further, at the eaft end of this curfis, the buge bank of earth, above zco
foot long, made acrofs the end of the curfiis, as a meta, and whereon fat the
princes and judges of the prizes: This bank of earth is drawn exactly at a right
angle with the curfies, confequently due north and fouth, but with the variati-
on before fpoken of. Thefe, and other like obfervations here, as well as in o-
ther Drurd Works, appear'd to me no otherwife to be accounted for, but that
the Druids us'd a magnetical compafs, in laying down the works: and that the
needle vary'd fo much, at that time, from the true meridian line.

I remember I open’d this affair, near 20 Years ago, to Dr. Halley, who was
of the fame fentiment. Nor am I the firlt who fufpetted the Phenicians of
old were poflefied of this great fecret, as well as the Chingf, from times imme-
morial. Tam not moved to think otherwife by what Bochart writes againtt it.
The very name of the magnet lapis Heraclius ftrongly fuggefts, the Tyrian na-
vigator before-mention'd knew it, as is well argued by Fuller in his Mifcella-
nies, IV. 19. And many things occur, in the mythology of the antients,
wherein (it I miftake not) I difcern moft evident traces of this knowledge of
the dire@ive power of the magnet. Woe are not to defpife the fables of the an-
tients, but to make the beft uie of them, and fearch out for their latent truths.
My predeceflor Cumberland, obferves in Sanchoniatben, p. 325. ** that Apsl-
* fodorus (for inftance) hath many truths in his mythic hittory, deriv'd from the
“ tradition of Pheniciam and Egyptians, planting Athens.” And the Greeks,
thofe happy practitioners in wniung, as well as other arts, took the unlucky
turn of the marvellous, to fo exorbitant a degree, asto write nothing without it,
In Apollodorus, ]‘:ut out by the learned Dr, Galk, p. 114. we have an ac-
count of the 1oth labour of Hercules, his conquelt of Cadiz, or Gadira, as
then call'd, or Erytbea. We are told, the hero fet uﬁ the z pillars at the
Streights mouth, at Gibralter, or then Tarteffius; which we may reafonably
fuppofe fome temple made of thefe rough ftones, or fome main ambres, like
thofe we mention'd before, the pefre ambrofie in the Tyrian coins. Then,
* fays our author, going on his journey, the rays of the fun were o vehement
“ upon him, that he had the boldnefs to draw his bow againft him. The
“ god admiring the intrepidity of the man, gave him a golden cup with which
" E:; fail'd over the ocean.” Pifander in his Ild. book, (in Atbeneus Deipno/.
X1.) writes the fame, only that Oceanus lent him the cup. Panyafis in his I,
of the hiftory of Hercules, fays, he begg'd it of Nereus, fon of Ss/, and with it
fail'd to Erythea. (Macrob. Saturn. XX1. 5.) Theoclytus, in Atheneus afore-
faid, in hisII. d¢ fempeff. mentions the fame thing. He faid it before in his 77-
tanomachia.  Pherecydes, in his IIL of hi['tu?_ quoted both in Arbenens and

e/

Macrobius, tells a ftory fomewhat like that of .pollodsrus, but more particular.
Q_ Servius

57



58

S 0N E HsEx N G'E

Servins Mn, VIL mentions it, but as fome of the former, makes the cup of brals,
inftead of gold. Alexander Epbefius the like,  All very antient writers, Lu-
cian {ays, that Hercules fail'd in a fea-conch fhell.  'What can we underftand
by all this, mention’d by (o many grave authors, hutammg:fs—bﬂx,which ena-
hied him to fail the great ocean, and penetrate to our northern ifland, lefs ob-
noxious to the funs vehement heat? Add to this, in the fame éﬂm. Apaliods-
rius fpeaks of his fighting Albion and Dercynus, by Mela, called Bergion, Sons
of Neprune; which were the moft antient names of the Briamuic Illes, before
the name of Britain, Disdorus Siculus, in his IV. book delivers a like account
of this 1oth labour of Hercles, but ina mere hiftorical manner. And adds, that
when he return'd by Siesly, he dedicated a grove to Geryon the hero, where,
to his time, the people did religious rites. For this affair of facred proves, we
know our Druids were famous, He built a temple likewile at Gades,. Weare
not to fuppofe it a cover'd edifice, like what pofterity call'd a temple, but an
open one, according to the mode of thofe days. Cover'd temples, at that time,
being a thing unknown in the world. Afterward, a magnificent temple, pro-
perly, was there built to him. Mela witnefles, that it was our Egyptian Her-
cules, who was there worfhipped.  For I fuppofe our Egyptian and the Tirian
Herculesto be all one,  The fame mention'd by the name of Ay, in Mane=
thons XVIL Dynafly, in Yofepbus c. App. in dfricanus, Enfebive, and Syneellus,
Apalionius 11, 14. writes, it was not the Theban but the Egyptian Hercueles that
came to Gades: which is confirm'd by Hecatens. And Herodotus, in Em'rz{:
fays, Hercules is a very antient deity among the Egyptians, not fo, among th
Greeks.  And 1 fuppofe this hero lived at, or very near the time of the patri-
arch dbrabam. .

Thefe were the times about the beginning of idolatry. And Hercules was
far from being an idolater himfelf, though worfhipp'd af:l:erwards, for his great
exploits, and perhaps on this very account of his inventing or knowing the ufe
of the compafs. This isthe Hercules kneeling on one knee, a conflellation in
heaven, taken notice of by Dionyfius Halycarn, by Tzetzes, Hyginus, A fckylus
and others. It feems to indimt:z{ﬂs piety; for which the aftronomers his dif*
ciples plac’'d him in the heavens. He kneels npon the arftic circle, and fup-
ports the zodiac on his fhoulders; tho" this is not underftood by the painting
on our modern globes, The Phenicians, his fucceflors in the tin trade of Bre-
tain, kept the trade and the very name of the Iland as a great feeret; as well
as the ule of the compafs, till it was loft with them. Bur it feems highly pro-
bable, becaufe Lucian defcribes Hercules with a fphere in his hand, that he af-
fixed the prefent Afterifims of the zodiac: and his fucceffors, the Phanicrans,
propagated them. '

"Tis next to our prefent purpofe, to confider that famous oracle of Fupiter
Awmimen in dfrica, to be 'd to the moft early times of idolatry: render'd
illuftrious by Alexander the Great taking a journey to it,. 'Which gives us the
opportunity of knowing fomewhat of it.

Quamvis Lthiopum populis, Arabumg, beatis
Gentibus, ac Indis, unus fit “fupiter Ammon. Lucan,

All thefe nations, with Egypt and Africa, were peopled by the pofterity
chiefly of Ham. They were the firit that fell into idolatry, and worfhipped
their common progenitor, call'd _dmynws, in Sanchoniatbon. Hecatews lays,
Amotin, as the Egyptians write it, is the word of thofe that invoke god, and
that they meant fomewhat very myiterious by it. The hiftory of its origin is
this. Baechus, the hero, ﬂcmigod, travelling through the fandy defarts of
Africa, with a great army, was perithing with thirft; he pray'd to his father
Eﬁm— for relief, who fent a ram that thow'd him a fpring, fav’d him and his

ft. Out of gratitude, the hero builds a temple there, to the deity who 'E:Ii.':da

at
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aided him under the form of a ram. There is no room to doubt, that this
is in part copied from the tranfaétion of the children of [fFael, in the Arabion
wildernefs. 'They have added to it, a name and notion borrowed from patri-
archal tradition, of a divine perfon, fymboliz'd by a ram; horned, anointed,
which is all one. 'We chriftians mean Meffiab. Innumerable paflages in old
authors, which I might cite, innumerable monuments of antiquity in feulp-
ture, fhew, that Fupiter Ammeon was figur'd as a ram, with a ram's head,
with rams horns, They applied the patriarchal notion of the Mefiah, to their
progenitor Ham, in an idolatrous way: and deified him under that character.
There is a very remarkable paffage in Herodotus, which, it is worth our while,
to tranfcribe,

In Euterpe cap. 42. that author tells us, why the Thedan Egyptians pay fo
great a regard to the fheep. * Hercwles on his importunity to Fupirer,
‘ that he might have the honour perfonally to fee him, at length prevail'd.

And the god confented to exhibit himfelf to his view, under this device.
wiz, fupiter cut off a ram’s head, put the fkin over his own head, and thus
appear’d to Hercules, Whence the Egyptians made the ftatue of Fupiter,
with a ram's head, and call Fupiter Ammdun. Whence they hold fhee
for facred animals, never kill them but once a year, upon the feftival day of
Fupster, when only one ram is facrificed, and his head put upon the ftatue
*¢ of Fupiter ; all that are there prefent, beat the ram, and at lait he is buried
 in afacred urn.”

It is impoflible not to fee, that this is derived from that hiftory recorded,
Exodus xxxini. Msjes defires of felovab repeatedly, that he might fee him.
He calls it feeing his glory. He is aniwer'd at length,  ** I will make all my
“ poodnefs pafs before thee, and I will proclaim the mame of Febovab before
* thee. Thou canft not fee my face, but 1 will put thee in a cleft of the
“ rock, and cover thee with my hand, whillt I pats by, Thou fhalt fee my
‘ back parts cnly.” Here he notorioufly promifes Mafes, that he fhall fee him,
in 2 fymbolical form. In the next chapter, Yelovab defcended in the lumi-
nous cloud, or Sbechingb, and proclaimed the mame of Febouab; recites
thole attributes that relate to his dealings with mankind, in the ftrongeft
point of light; “ bis goodnefs and mercy, and long-fuffering, forgiving ini-
% quity, tranfgreflion and fin: but adds, he will by no means clear the guilty,
“ but vifit the fathers iniquity upon the children.”  Wherein our original and
fatal tranfgreffion is fufficiently intimated, and that God’s juflice is equal to his
mercy; and the neceflity of a divine redemption by facrifice, which in fcri
ture language is call'd, * the lamb flain from the foundation of the world.”

All this the moft ancient nations had a knowledge of, from patriar-
chal tradition, When they laps'd into idolatry, they applied thefe good noti-
ons to their new idolatry, and made ftatues from the fymbolical and figurative
forms of {peech, us'd in true religion. Their facrificing the ram on the fefti-
val day of Fupiter, their beating the ram, uui"ﬁ his head on the flatue of
their deity, burying him in a facred urn: all moft evidently pointing out the
notions they had, in the moft carly times, of the fuffering ftate of the Mefiab.
And fuch was the origin, in fhort, of Fupiter Ammon. But it appears, by
what learned authors write, on Curtius's defeription of his flatue, that a mag-
netical compafs box made one confiderable part of his facreds. This we read
in Hyde Perf. relig; p- 495. in Curtius publith'd by Pitifius, and by Rader
the jeluite, and Schottus in Orzelins, by Fuller, Herwart and others.  * This
“ compafs box with the ftatue of the deity, was fet in a golden fhip
“ (the golden cup of Hercules) and carried in proceflion on the {houl-
“ ders of the priefts, accompanied women finging an hymn in their
“ own language.” I doubt not, but circumftance of carrying this gol-
den fhip, on the fhoulders of the priefts, is an imitation of the Myfarc ark in
the march of the IfFaelites, thro' the wildernefs, during their forty years pil-

grimage.

LE
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grimage. ‘Tho' they miftook the reafon of the thing; the Fews/h church then
being in a military and travelling ftate. But where the camp refted, the ark
was repofited, in the adysum of the tabernacle: fo likewife when in pofiefii-
on of the land of Camgan. This is fufficient proof, that the Lydians here-
in, copied after the Jffaclites, not vice verfa, as our moderns are willing to
think, in thefe cafes. -

Curtius tells us, the habit of mmen's ftatue wasmade of Smaragd and
other precious ftones, wrought in My/asc work. Which I take to be too, in
imitation of the pontifical attire, under Myfs's adminiftration: particularly of
the facred, oracular oral, made of Mofaic work, with gems. I appre-
hend, that befide the ftatue of Amman, there was a figure of (the upper part at
leaft of ) a ram, on the compafs box: which was the oracle. And it is ealy to
guefs how this may be managed for the purpofe; even beyond the trick of
Januarius's blood, and other Popefb devices.

Hence we may better underftand the famous golden fleece, which oceafion-
ed the Argomautic expedition, one of the earlielt and moft memorable Era's
of the Grecian hiftory, 1f we fuppofe this golden fleece to be a compais box,
we fee the reafon why the choice youth of Greece fet out upon that voyage:
which, as all other matters of ancient hiftory, among the Greeks, is fo unac-
countably puft up with the leaven of fable. It became navigators to run any
hazard lg;r fuch a treafure. If we enquire into its origin, it is thus, Phrixus
fon of Atbamas and Nepbeles (according to the Greeks) had a fhip given him
by his mother. The fhip is call'd in the fable a golden ram, or the ram with
a golden fleece (the fame thing as Hercales's golden cup.) 1In this, he and his
filter Helle, flying the ill-ufage of their mother-in-law Jfms, fail away by fea.
Helle affrighted in the voyage, falls overboard and gives name to the Hellefont,
Plrixus continues the voyage, and goes to Aetes king of Colebis, where he
hangs up his golden ram in the temple, to Fupiter Phyxius, (one would be
apt to imagine they meant Pyxius, alluding to the box.) Fafon made his far-

am'd expedition thither afterward, and ftole it. But the ram was placed in
the heavens, among the conftellations, asa memorial; the firft fign in the Z»-
drac : which fhews the high antiquity of the ftory.

This account manifeftly pretends very great antiquity, and fome fignal
event, I obferve this Jns their mother-in-law, is faid to be the nurfe of Bac-
chus, and throwing herfelf with her fon Melicerte into the fea, became a god-
defs, under the name of Lewcothea. Her fon became a god, under the name
of Palemen. This Melicerte is allowed by all the learned, to be no other than
our Melcartus above-mention’d. Palemen is Hercules, fays Hefichius. Pa-
Lemen is his name of deification. Pawfaniasin the beginning of his eorinthi-
aca informs us, this apathesfis of Ino and Melicerta was the occafion of founding
the famous Jffbmiangames.  Plutarch faysthe fame, and Phaverinus. ain,
I obferve, Phrixus is faid to be fon of Nepbele ( a cloud) whence call'd nubige-
na by Columella. 'We muft hence expect fomewhat very fecret and obifcure,
Fuarther, all writers fay openly this ram or thip of Phrixus was oracular and
could fpeak upon occafion. So all the writers of the Argonautics too will
have the (hip Arges to be loquaciotis and oracular. Magner another name of
the load-ftone is often call'd Adamas, which feems to be no other than Atha-
mas. Apollsdorus makes Magnes the {on of AFolus, who marrying Nais, inha-
bited the ifle Seripbus. Aolus was a great failor, invented fails, and ftudied
the winds, therefore deified and made the god of the winds. I fuppole it all
ends in the myfterious invelopement of the knowledge of the magnetic com-

{5
}m] hope for the readers candour, in reciting thus much from antient fable,
which I did as concifely as poffible. But in matters of obfcure antiquity, we
muft make ufe of all helps. And in heathen antiquity we have no other. A
ftrictly hiftorical way of writing in former times, isonly to be expedted ig l.h;
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facred canon of the Yesws. And what is remarkable, after God's holy fpirit had
deferted them, their writers became the greateft fablers in the world, and, if
pofiible, out-did the Greeks, in that way.

One would imagine, the fathion of thefe moft antient charts, was to divide
the circle into 12 parts, and affix the celeftial fizns of the zodiac to them; be-
ginning with the eaft at arses, where the fun rifes at the equinoxes; and thence
they might call the box by the name of arses, as thewing the calt where arves
is placd. As now the Turds and Arabians call it &ibla moma, i e. fhewing
the &i¢la, or fouth point, the way toward which they turn their faces in devo-
tion. So we only enquire for the north point; and call it the lode-ftone, be-
canfe it {hews the lode-ftar or north pole.  But’tis all one; any one point in a
circle being found, the reft are found too.

From what has been faid, it feems probable, that the fable of the hero find-
ing out the fpring in the fandy defarts of Africa, by the help of a ram fent from

ter, means the travelling over thole immenfe plains by the help of a com-

pals, which they call'd by the name of a ram, or a goldenram.,  And that the

of the antient oracle of Ammen had fuch a fecret, which they cun-

ningly applied to the facreds of their deity. Probably, in that mofl carly age,

had not improv'd the ufe of it to the pitch and manner that we enjoy, with

a needle; and .tbqa.‘ fet upon a central pin: but hmring found out the ver[iq:it}- of

the magnet, they put it into a boat, which was to fwim on water, and therein

it would have liberty to turn itfelf to its proper direction, And this is the fen-

timent of the learned Dr, Wallis, in the Pbilsfepbical Tranfaéiions, Ne. 278,

This boat was the better o handle for the m].rllmlﬂgiﬁ.s to call Herculed's veflel a

golden cup, becaufe cups were made in the fhape of a boat, and had the fame
denomination, cymbium.

Thofe learned commentators upon Curéius abovementioned agree, there
was a {tone along with the ftatue of Ammen, carried about in the golden
thip; and perhaps, hence the antient navigators took the hint of applying the
figure of the ram to their compafles, however form’d, and gave it the name of
the ram, or golden fleece, which the Greek fables, their mott antient hiftory,
ring of: and hence their thips deriv'd their oracular quality.  Phriwens's {hip,
the golden ram, being faid to fpeak ou occalion, as well as the thip arges. The
ftupendous propertics of this ftone, without difficulty, would perfuade even
thofe above the vulgar, that there was a divine principle in it, quite metaphy-
fical, confequently oracular. And in the dawnings of idolatry, the evil agent
who was vigilant to pervert every thing to his own purpofe, would not fail to
make great ufe of the fecrets of the magnet. The intire notion of oracles a-
mong the heathen, is caufed by the devil's mimickry of God's tranfaftions a-
mang the patriarchsand the Fews. But 1 believe the Egyperans took their no-
tion of carrying a boat in all their religious procefiions, from this magnetic boar,
of which both Herodotus and Plutarch inform us.  For they intended it to fig-
nify themovement and deicent of the divine ideas from the fupreme mind; e-
fpecially the very fountain and principal of thofe ideas: and it muft be own'd
to be admirably well chofe. Hence the top and the bottom of the verge or
Jimbus of the celebrated Jfac table, is adorn'd witha boat. In one a ram, in
the other a bull.  Meaning the origin of the chain of ideas flowing from the
divine mind. "Tis highly probable, rhar with the ram is the copy of Fupiter
Ammon’s boat, mention'd by Curtins, And I fuppofe this is Herwart's opini-
on, but Thave not yet feen his book. OF this I (hall difcourfe larger in my
explication of the Bembintable. However Heredotus tells us in his I1. book,
that the temple of Fupiter Ammon took its rife from Phernicia. 1 only men-
tion this for the fake of thofe that are over aéting the credit of antiquities in
Egyft.

@‘a{’c learn in Plutarch's difcourfe de Ifid. & Ofir, that the fhip argos of the

Greeks, was in reality the fhip that our Hercules fail'd round the world in.
R Further,
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Further, this oracular thip has its name arges, fays my friend Mr. Baxter, glaf.
ant. rom. from the Hebrew and Syrian word argan, an ark.  Which confirms
what I faid above, concerning L\{c c.:nrr_r'tng about the thip of Ammen on the
{houlders of the priefts. Strabo in I of his geography, mentions the temple
of Leucotbea, built by Phrixus at Colches 5 that there was an oracle there; and
that the fheep was never {lain at the place. This fhews its relation to that of
Fupiter Ammen, Leucotbea is the name of confecration of Hercules his mother,
Hercules imfelf being call'd Palemsn; both made fea deities: from the ex-
traordinary fame of Hercukes, the firft and great fea captain,  Paujanias in Af-
ticis fays, he was buried in the Gorinthian Ifibmus; where the Ifibmian games
were kept to his memory. But Me/a writes, that his remains were at Gader,
It's probable there was only 2n honorary monument of him at the Jfbmzs, as
founder: as the honorary monument of Falous mention'd to beamong the The-
bans, by the Stadium, p. 42.

Mr. Baxter in ghif. ant. rom. v, afeania makes Phrixus to be Apbricus, and
the fame perfon as Fupster Amman, ot the founder of the temple of Fupiter Am-
mgn; rather, of that prior to Fupiter Ammen. We are not to regard the little
artifices of the Greeks, who draw all celebrated cvents and perfons of antiquity,
into their own country. _plricus, no doubt, is the Apbre before-mentioned,
{on of Midian, fon of Abrabam; whom Clodemis makes an aflociate of Her-
ciules, in his Lybran wars,  Fofipbus makes him the conqueror of Lybia, and
that he gave name to Africa. “Tis notunlikely but that he is the hero that tra-
vell'd over thefe barren fands by the help of the compafs, as hiscountrymen the
Arabians have from times immcmur’uf practifed, in travelling over their own
defarts.  And might probably erect a patriarchal temple there; and in times of
his pofterity it degencrated into the idolatrous temple of Fupiter Ammon. And
there the compals box of the hero remain'd, and was converted into part of the
heathen facreds.

"Tis no very ftrange matter, if they at another time call this fame hero Bac-
chus, therein confounding him with the like travels of the Jraelites, through
the Arabiandefarts, 'We are not to expeét thefe hiftories of old times invely'd
in fable, abfolutely confiltent. But if this account be agreeable to truth or near
it; then we may imagine the fame Apbre, by the Grecks call'd Phrixus, accord-
ing to Mr. Baxter, pais'd the Hellefpont, made the expedition into Colchis, and
built a like temple there. And a compafs box called the golden ram, was made
alike part of the ri;if"ﬂ of their adoration, This is exceedingly confirm’d by
thereport of Heredotus and Diodorus 5. who fay, the Gofebs praétifed the rite of
circumcifion, amatter which the learned cannot account for; but appears plain
from hence: thele being the defcendants of Abrabam, They fay, at the fame
time, that the Etbigpians praétife the like: and that "tis no recent cuftom a-
mong them, but from the be?innin I apprehend by Etbigpians are meant A-
rabians, who arc people deicended from Abrabam. Herodotus fays likewife
the Egyprians circumcis’'d, which muft be accounted for in this fame manner;
fome Arabian or EI.E?:FHM: nation bringing the cuftom among them. As a
further confirmation of Pbrixus being Apbricus, Bochart fhews the Golohee and
Hibrew tongue is much a-kin, And thus we may account for what Mr, Taland,
p. 133. fays, that the idiom of the Jri/h language (which we fuppofe the rem-
nant of the moft antient oriental,) has a mixture of Arabicin it

I faw a book in Dr. Mead’s library, Mufeo de las medallas defienseidas Efpa-
nolas, p. 35. INe. 82, B3. are two ancient unknown medals, fuch as they often
find in Spain.  The firft a head (not of the beft workmanthip) on the obverte,
young, but hergical enough, a necklace on. Behind it A® P A in the old Phe-
nician charater, likethe Samaritan, Reverfeahorfeman, and under the exergue
another word in like Punic charatter. The other Ne, 83, has the {fame head

in the obverfe, but without the necklace: and A ¢ P A before, in plain Greed,
behind a dolphin,  The reverfe as the laft. There is another fuch coin in the
fame
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fame book, no difference, but the name and dolphin tranfpos'd. 1 veri-
ly believe this is our a, or Apher in our Englifh tranflation call'd Epler,
(;-zm xxv. 4. ftruck by fomecity in Spain, who acknowledged him their founder,

It is remarkable enough, what Mr. Norden writes, in his hiftory of Carn-
wall. The Cornifh men univerfally fuppofe that the Fews are the people who
firtt work't in their rocks, for tin: and in old neglefted tin-works, they find
fome of theirtools, The workmen call them artal farazin, the Jews caft oft
works, in their Hebrew fpeech, fays Norden. Now I apprehend he means
our Arabians: and it is a circumitance confirming the former notions. And
to it we may refer the origin of the odd reports, of our Stanebenge coming from
Africa and the like. By the Greeks, Hercules Melcartus or Melicerta, and
Pbrixus or Apricus are made half brothers: by Yefepbus, Hercules is fon-in-law
to Apbricus. The Pbanicians paid tythe. So the .drabians, in Pliny, the
like: being patriarchal cuftoms.

Apbricus or Phryxus we may very well fuppofe to be father of the Phrygians,
And his expedition thro' the propentis to the Euxine fea, the Greeks colour
over with their Helle and Hellgfpont. But we cannot entertain too high a re-
{pect for him, becaufe I fee it no lefs reafonable, to refer the origin of the Bri-
#ons to him. I mean that caftern colony that came hither with Hercules, upon
the old pofleflors or absrigines Albionites, which gave the more famous name of
Britaintotheifland, The Brigantes is the fame name, fays Mr. Baxser the com-
mon and more ancient name of this people: who being driven northwards by
inundations of forcigners from the continent in after times, the name became
more appropriate to the inhabitants of 2erkflire and the neighbouring counties.
In Tacitus the Brigantes are called maxima Brittanorum natio. At the fame
time they forc'd the ancienteft poffeffors, the Albionites or Albanians fhill more
northwards. Likewife many of thefe Brigantes pafe'd into Ireland, where
they became a famous nation. The Bryges, Pbrjgfs, Phrixi, Brifones, Bri-
gantes, Britones are intirely fynonimous words in different dialeéts. And this
aflignment of the origin of our anceftors, very well accounts for that notion
of their Phrygian or Trojan defeent, fo riveted in the minds of the old Brisons,
A notion which prevail'd among fome of the Galiic nations on the continent,
and they had retain'd the memory of it, in the time of Admmianus Marcells-
aus, who mentions it. Likewife in Cefar’s time, fome Gallic nations, claim-
ed kindred with the Ramans; probably upon this very account,

This is, in fhort, fome prefumptive evidence we have, of Hercules and
Apbricus planting Britain, introducing the Druids with the patriarchal religion:
and concerning the knowledge they ha of the ufe of the comp.s. This whole
matter will be further confidered, when I come to treat of it exprefily, At

efent we will continue the hiftory of the compafs, as it became more fully
&uwn to the world.

Mayrtinius in his Atlas, and Gilbertus de magnete, Lib.1. 2. fhow us, the
Chinefé have vs'd the magnetic needle from times immemorial : that they have
a trick of telling fortunes with it: as the heathen afore-mentioned made it
oracular. The Arabians likewile have us'd it, for travelling over the great
and wild defarts, of weeks together, where there is no track to guide
them; nor have I;itdy any notion of time when they began this pradtice.
Herwartius publi admiranda etbnice thevlgie, wherein he endeavours
to prove that the old Egyptians had the ufe of the magnetic needle,
and that the Bembin table contains the doétrine of it, invelop'd in hiumg:]y—
phicks, The learned Fuller in his Mifellanies Lib. 4. 19, afierts, that the

Phenicians knew the ufe of it, which they endeavour'd to conceal by all pof-
fible means, as they did their trading in general. That it was loft with them,
as many other arts, their ars plumaria, dying of purple, ( the invention of
our Hercules of Tyre ) the Hebrew poctry, aru:i{ other curious knowledge, which
15 "
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STONEHENGE

*Tis not unlikely that the lodeftone being applied to religious ufe, was one
caufe of its being fgrgu:: together with the fecrecy of the Phenician voyages.
Suctenizs in Ners, fpeaks of a prophetic needle, which the emperor us'd to pay
his devotionsto. - Thelearned Burman thews, that moft, orall of theold M55, and
printed books, read it acuncula, acucula, or acungnla; which, in my opinion,
the criticks have caufelefly correéted into feuncula: becaufe they had no notion
of the magnetic needle being underftood by it. o

Monfieur Fauchet, a famous French antiquary, in his antiquities' of France,
quotes fome verfes from a poet in that country, who wrote A. ). 1180, where-
in isas plain a defeription of the mariner’s box, as words can make. The poct
mentions it by accident, not as a thing new and ftrange.~ Ofrius in - his dif-
courfe of the aéts of king Emanuel, refers the ufe of the compafs among the
Eurgpeans, to Gama and the Portugueff, who found it amoeng fome barbarous
pyrates, about the Cape of Geod Hepe 5 who probably were fome remains of
d{e old Phenicians, or Arabians, or at leaft have preferved from them, this
practice. About A, D. 1260, Paules Fenetusis faid to have brought it from
China; by the great author on the magnet, our countryman Gilbers. Gene-
brand in his chren. fays, theufe of the lode-ftone revivid among us about A. D.
1303, by FL Melvius a Neapolitan, and others attribute it about that time to
Fobn Gaia a Neapolitan.  Fofeph de Coffa fays, fome Mabometan feamen whom
FFﬁnm de Gama met with near Mofambick, who had fail'd thofe feas by the
ufe thereof, taught it him. ' I obferve our ancient Brifons, the #elb, call a
fteers-man or pilot Jywydd, whence no doubt comes our Englifh word lode-
ftone, and lode-ftar, the north-pole. * Liyw is the helm of afhip in' Briti/h.
Lodemanage in Skinner's etymology an old Englifh word, fignifying the price
paid to fﬁc pilot. Our lords of the Cimgue .[r’garr:kecp a court at Dm,:ly
that name, Thefe things feem to indicate fome memorial of the magnet left
among the #elfb, from the oldelt times: and of its application to failing,

Thus have we given a kind of hiftory of this prodigy in nature, the magne-
tic needle: to confinm vur fulpicion, that the Britifh Druids knew the ufe of
it, and nfed it in thefe works of theirs, which we have been treating of.  We
learn in the Philyphical Tranfations, Lewtherp, Vol. IL p. 6or. that there are
confiderable veins of the magnet, inour own country, in Devinfbire; where
the Phawnicians and Druids muit needs be very converfant, ;

We return now to our firft fubject Stonebenge, and apply what has been faid,
to the obfervation we there made, It is not to be thought, that the Druids,
men who employed themfelves in thofe noble ftudies, which Cefar gives us
an account of, and who were at ‘the pains of bringing thefe valt {tones to-
gether, from fuch a confiderable diftance of 16 miles: 1 fay, it iz not to be
thought, but that they would be-nice and exad in placing them. And this,
not only particularly, in refpect of each other, upon the projected ground-
{.Im: but alfo in general, ‘in refpelt of the quarters of the heavens,  And this

found to be a juit furmife, when I examined their works for feveral years to-
gether, with fufficient accuracy, with a thesdrlire.  As T took notice before,
the works of one place regarded the cardinal points, but with a certain uni-
form variation therefrom. Whence I grounded my conjecture, that the;f were
fet by a compafs, which at that time varied, according ‘to that quantity ob-
ferv'd. Of which property of variation we may well fuppoﬁ:, the Druids
were ignorant. This 1 now propofe for the rule of inveftigation, of the time
when Stonebenge was erected. Hoping the reader will judvgc as favourably of
the attempt, as things of this great antiguity require, ,

The variation at Srenchenge is'about 6 or - degrees, from the north eaft-
ward. Thave in order to form our hypethefis, fet down a fcheme of the ftate
of the variation in Englend, from the beft oblervations I could meet with,

Dr. Hallsy takes notice, that the variation at Pards is always 2 degree: and a half
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Tonehenge the lateft of the Druid temples, Page 1, 17, 66
Older than the time of the Saxons and Danes, BT 8T

Older than the time of the Roman Britons, _ 1, 2532
Older than the time glf the Belge, who preceded the Roman invafion, 4,8, 9, 47

The kaftory of the Belgze fated about Stonchenge, in Cfar's time, 4 8, 47
Our Welth the remains of the Belge, 8

The Cimbrians the jame, 48
Of the Wan{dike: made by Divitiacus, & 47
%V:fpaﬁan': eamp Ambrefbury, 49
fiones of Stonehenge are from the gray weathers on Marlborough domons,
5: 47
Of their nature, magnitude, weight, 5, 6
Of their number, 30
Myr. Webb's drawings of Stonchenge falf, 3,22, 28
Abfird ta mmparrﬁa i’ﬂf‘i’ fo ang-:n or Grecian orders, 6, 10, 16, 20, 21, 28
The cell not form'd from three equilateral triangles, 3. 18,24, 13
Buf one entrance into the area, 3 18, 23, 33
He makes one fide of the ccllout of a bit of a loofé flone, 29
He bas turn'd the cell a fixth part from its true fituation, 7,22
The cell not a bexagon, but an oval, 20, 22, 23
Demanflrated by Lord Pembroke's meafure, 2
rated by trigonometry, 22
Proved by the firgeons amphitbeater, London, being an imitation theresf, 2 g
Stonehenge not made by the Roman foor,
Webb makes the inner circle, of thirty flones, inflead of forty, 20
He contradls 119 feet .ra‘i?, 3
He draws a flone on the vallum 120 foot out of its true place, 14
Stonchenge nof @ monument, 40

The Druids came with an oriental colony, upon the firf# Celtic inbabitants, 62,63

Introduc'd bere by the Tyrian Hercules, 7, 31, 32, 59, 52, §5, 63
The colony were Pheenicians or Arabians, 63,
They found out our tin mines, 12, §5, 63

The Druids came bither about Abraham's time or foon after; 2, 7, 31, 33, 4.9&5(’:
J
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They were of the patriarchal religion, Page 1, 2, 17
W hich was the fame as chriftianity, : o 2, ¢4
Stonehenge provd the awork of the Druids from the infinste number of the ke,
all gver the Britannic iffes, _ 3, 8
Farther rfa foris ¢ &cﬂ acconnted facred, made by magie, medicinal, came
Srom reﬁﬁ, Spain, Afric, Egypt. In fimie places the name of Druids re-

maining, 3 5, 9, 47, 48
From the antiquities dug up about thens, i 4, 45, 46
Schetland #ffes the Hyperboreans of the Greeks, thence Abaris 2he Pythagorean

lafapher,
stoib;hirf;; not buslt by the Saxons, deduced from its name, o 1;
Demanfirated to be older than Roman times, 9, 10
Such in countries mever conguered by the Romans, 3
Stonehenge and fiuch works built by the Pheenician colony, 8, 0,32, 49
The cathedral of the Arch-Druid, 8, 10, 32
Called antiently the Ambres, 9, 47
Thence Velpafian's camp, and Ambrefbury nam'd, 49
Stonchenge call'd choir gaur: the great church or catbedral, L
Made with mortaife and tenon, unufualwith the Romans, IE
Made by the ancient Hebrew, Pheenician enbit, 6, 12, 28
Tts proportion to our foof, 6, 11, 15, 26, 70,
ﬁﬁlﬁmt dct:ﬂi-édﬂlﬂ,: \ : : -E:
The Druids were geometricians, 16, 18, 27, 42
Knew the ufe of the compafs, 57,6
carried a little ax to cut down mifletoe, 29, q.g
The Druids letter, 31, 54
The patriarchal temples woere open, 19, 21, 39, 0, 46, 52, 8.
Mofes's tabernacle rﬁﬁrﬁ mﬁﬂﬁ temiple, i S g 'i 3 524.;, ﬁ;B
Patriarchal temples, 19, 40, 46, 50, 51, 54
gf rm'f; {?mu, unchizel'd, 66
b kebla,
Had no flatues, “Banad ;:
Fatriarchal altars, 39, 50, 52
Their temples fromted the eaff, ; 15
Their temples were conficrated and endeved, 52
L ooy 52, 55
oweng, a@ part of worfbip,

They cﬁ?n}md barefaoted, i L i*
They prailifed chaflity, before eficiating, ibi
The priejts awore white linen furplices af the time of offciating, 24, 55
Therr publick devation was call d praying, or invoking, in the N.A ME 52
They beliew'd a future flate, ; 31
They gave notice of religious feltivals by fire, 37
Thofe were the quarterly facrifices, ibid.
The manner of facrificing, 34, 54
They us'd water for purification, 11, I3, 14,34
Of the water vafes at Stonchenge, 11,
g}éﬂm table there, = sl o

the flones and cavities on the vallum IX; 2
Crewm-lechen, bowing flones, ' 33 31

Humar
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more cafterly than with us. Orantius Finaus in 1550 obferv'd it to be thers,
about g degrees, cafterly, therefore to reduce it, 1have flated it at 11 degrees
30. and from thence continued it, to the prefent time, as in the enfuing table,

Anna Dom. Obfervation, Variation,
deg. min.

1550 By Finaus — 11 30 cit.
1580 ————  Mr. Barrought—— 11 15 eaft.
1500 ——— 8 o it
1622 ———  Mr., Gunter 6 o caft.
1634 ———— M. Gellibrand —— 4 5 eaft.
1642 — 3 5 oeaft,
1657 ———  Mr. Rond =T gNa
1665 Mr. Band  —— 1 22 weft.
1600 ——  Capt, Stwrmy —— 1 27 well,
1667 =—— Capt. Sturmy —— 1 33 weit.
1672 ————  Dr, Halley — 2 30 weft.
1683 —— 4 30 welt.
1685 —— 5 weik.
1602 ——— g o welt.
1727 ———— 11 o weft,
1717 ——— 12 o weil,
1740 15 45 weit,

By this table it appears, that in the fpace of 180 years, the variation of
the magnetic needle 1n England, has fhifted from 11 degrees and a half eafl-
ward, to 11 degrees and a half weftward, In go years the medium of thofe
extremes, which was 1657, there was no variation at all; the needle pointing
due north and fouth. But alas our cbfervations extend no farther. We know
not the bound of the variation, on either hand: nor the quantity of its moti-
on, when therecabouts. Mr. Geo. Grabam thinks it is now near the wedlern
bound. It is very flow, in all probability, when upon the return, and as
it were, flationary: like the fun’s motion at the tropics, when it is returning.
So that the nice determination of its circle, and of its mation, is referved
for remote pofterity. Dr. Hally conjeftures, that the whole period of varia-
tion, is perfoim'd in about 7oo years. Upon this fuppofition, in grofs, we
we may thus found ow cunjedtuie, of the time of building of Stenebenge.

By what wecan find, the variation is about g minutes in a year, or a de-

ree and a half in 10 years, at this part of its circle. Now I abferv'd at Stose-
ﬁc ¢, that the callern wing of the avenue, the carfiis and ather parts belonging
to the temple, abated fomewhat in their variation, eaftward, being fomewhat
lefs than that of the temple itfelf. It is highly reafonable to believe, that the
great work of Stomebenge could not take lefs than half a fcore years in build-
ing: and that thofe other works were made in fucceeding years, not long af-
ter it was finifhed. From hence I gather, which way the magnetic variation
was moving, at the time of founding Stomehenge, vz, from ealt toward no
variation and fo to weft. This muft be the foundation of our calenfes

Therefore at the time of the founding of Stancbenge, the variation was about
the fame quantity and place, as abont A. D, 1620. in our preceeding table.
Suppofing with Dr. Halley, the revolution of this variation be about 700 years,
three intire revolutions thereof, bring us to about the year of the city of Rome
280, which is about 460 years before our Saviour's time: 420 years before
Cefar invaded Britain. About 100 years before our Saviour's birth, Divitia-
eus made the Wanjdide north of Stonebenge, and drove the poflefiors of this
fine country of the Wiltj/bire downs, northwards. So that the Druids enjoy-
ed their magnificent work of Sramﬁgngf. but about 360 years. And the very

great

9
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t number of barrows about it, requires, that we fhould not much fhorten
the time. Sir Jfzac Newton in his Chronology, reckons 19 years for a medium
of a king's reign. So that in that fpace, oﬁ:cre were about 19 kings, in this
country. And there feems to be about that number of royal barrows (in my
way of conjecturing’) about the place. :

1 obferve, this time we have affign'd for the building of Stenelenge, is not
long after Cambyfes’s invafion of Egypr. When he committed fuch horrid
outrages there, and made fuch difmal havock, with the priefts and inhabitants
in general, that they fled the country to all parts of the world. Some went
as far as the Eafl Indies, and therc taught many of the antient Egyptian
cuftoms; as is taken notice of by the learned. It is not to be doubted that
fome of them fled as far weftward, into the ifland of Britain, and introduced
fome of their learning, arts and religion, among the Druids ; and perhaps had
a hand in this very work of Stemebenge: the only unc that [ know of, where
the ftones aic chizel'd. All other works of theirs, are of rude ftones, un-
touch’d of tool, exaftly after the patriarchal and Fewifh mode: therefore
older. >l

This was at a time, when the Planician trade was at height, the readier a
conveyance to Britain: it was before the fecond temple at Ferufaler was buile s
before the Grecians had any hiftory,

.
. "

Direclions to the binder.

All the half fheet plates are 1 be bound up with the book, as fingle leaves,
according to their pagas, a.ndwmhnug guards, wis. Plate, Ne, 1, 2, 4, 6,7, 8,
, 10, 12, 14, 15, 10, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27 28, 20, 70. 31, 32, 313 34: 35
?l‘ e Plates, N, 11, 17, 19, 21, are tu?fac once folded in the Eﬂdd : a?;:usd
bou J up with goards, Thofe Plates, No. 3, ¢, 13, 18, 20, 22, are to be
folded in three parts, and bound up with guards. :
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IENDEE X

Human facrifices, Page 54
Heathen imitations of the Jews, 46, 6o, 62
Main Ambres, rocking flones, gygonia, petre ambrofiz, Bathylia, 18, 49,

59 51, 52, 54

Ambrofia whar 2 51,52
Horned, ancinted, analgous to facred, confécrated, 52, 59
The time when Hercules lived, £2,¢1, ¢8
Hercules built patriarchal temples, where-eer be came, 54, 57
Probably be made the Main Ambre by Penfans, and Bifcawoon, 54
Perfepolis a patriarchal temple, 19, 46
Of tbe avenue sf Stonchenge, 15, 19
gf ££5 {0 wings, 35, 38, 41, g?
affern wing, 1ts variation, 36, 50, 57, 64, 03
Of the Hippodrom or Curfus, 13, 41, 50
Its variation, 42, 57
The Romans borrowed the Britith chariats, 42
The eaffern meta, ifsvariation, 57
Otber like works, in ether parts of England, 43
Tle via Iceniana, g
Of the barrows or fepulchral tumuli, 43
Drusid barrows, 10, 4
Arch-Druids barrows, 3£
Urn burial, 44, 46
The bodies lay north and fouth, 4
Beads of amber, glafs, gold, &c. found, ibic;:
Horfes, dogs, and other animals buried with them, 6

4
Carvilius's fomb, 4, 44, 46

The magnetical compafi known to Hercules, the Phoenicians and Arabians, 57

The oracle of Jupiter Ammon bad a compafi, 59, 61, 62
The golden flecce was a compafi, 6o, 62
Hew the compal wﬂ:ﬁr%:r, 53, 58, 63, 64
Apher grandfin of Abraham, companion of Hercules, from Arabia, 53, 62, 63
He gave name to Africa and to Britain, £3, 62, 63
A febeme of the variationof the compafi, bs
A conjellure therefrom, when Stonehenge was founded, 63
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