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HARROW-ON-THE-HILL

R B ANGCDISTRICT, COUNCIL.

Poruration, 1896 (Census), 8,373.
AREA, 2,197 STATUTE ACRES.
Popuratiown, 1891 (CExsus), 5,725. AREA, 1,000 STATUTE ACRES.

ANNUAL REPORT, 1896.

32, HarLEY STREET, CavENDISH SQuarg, W.

Zo the Chatrman, Harrow Urban District Council.

SIR,

I have the honour to present to you my Annual
Report for the year ending December 31st, 18g6.

The population, according to a census taken by your
Council on May 17th, 1896, was 8,373.

During the year the births of 104 boys and go girls
were registered—total 194, showing a birth-rate of 237
per 1,000. There were 71 deaths registered. The
death-rate being 8'5 per 1,000. The following is the
distribution of deaths according to age :—

Under 1 year....“............zz} :

Over 1 year and under 5 ... 7 under 5 years...29
» 5 Years 1 I5 «.. O
» 15 5 n o 25 e TL over < vears......q2
R o R me 2 JRalBuiie. 4
P e R RS S 1)

Comparing the 22 deaths of infants under 12 months
old, with the 194 births, it appears that there are 113 of
such deaths to each 1,000 births, or, in other words, of
every nine children born one dies without seeing the
the anniversary of its birth.
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There were 6 deaths from zymotic disease (viz.
measles s, diphtheria 1), or at the rate of 7 per 1,000;

from diarrhcea and dysentery 3 deaths; from phthisis 1
death.

There were certified during the twelve months 44
cases of scarlet fever, 6 cases of diphtheria, 5 cases of
typhoid fever, and 35 cases of erysipelas.

Statistics of past ten years. At page 7 will be
found a table of statistics covering the past ten years, in
which a steady and considerable sanitary improvement
may be traced. It is worthy of notice that, whilst the
town has increased in size and population, the number
i:if deaths has remained practically stationary. -Exclud-

ing the deaths from influenza in 1892, the number of
deaths during the last five years ranges from 70 to 75,
which gives an average death-rate throughout the five
years of ¢°6.

The death-rate from zymotic diseases shows a very
satisfactory decline. During the first half of the decade
it was 1°18, whilst during the second half it was only 52,
or a decrease of more than 50 per cent. The most
unsatisfactory feature of the statistics is that the number
of deaths of infants under one year old remains at
practically the same figure. To 1,000 births during the
first quinquennium it was 116, whilst during the second
it was 110, or only a decrease of 6.

. DECLINE OF DEATH-RATE.

In 1887 my predecessor, judging by the comparative
statistics of that day, reported that a death-rate of 11°3
per 1,000 was highly satisfactory. In 1895 Harrow was
the healthiest district in Middlesex, with a death-rate of
only ¢g-3. Last year it was still more healthy, the death-
rate being only 8'5. I am satishied that it may be still
turther reduced.

HOW TO REDUCE THE DEATH-RATE.

As regards scarlet fever, whilst 44 cases were certified,
no death ensued. Improved sanitation, the mild type of
the disease, and the treatment in the Isolation Hospital,
probably account for this happy result. The position of
measles is quite different. The number of cases is
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unknown. At present it is not a notifiable disease in
the district. Unlike scarlet fever, it runs its course
unchecked and uncontrolled, and it is responsible for 5
deaths. A duty to notify the first case in any house
would enable us to offer isolation, and afford some hope
of coping with this deadly malady. Six cases of
diphtheria were certified, and one death occurred.
Manifestly there are still houses in Harrow which are fit
generating places for this disease, but the house-to-house
inspection inaugurated by your Council will, I trust,
result in their being put into proper sanitary condition,
and so diminish sickness and death.

HIGH INFANT MORTALITY.

The largest reduction in the death-rate must be
looked for in the diminution of what may justly be
termed “ infanticide.” That out of every nine children
born in Harrow one should die before he is a year old is
highly discreditable. These deaths mainly arise from
ignorance. No other occupation is entered upon with
SO llght a heart and with so little preparation as the
nursing of infants, and the consequences are simply
disastrous.

QOur public elementary schools give instruction in
subjects much more apart from the main business of
life, and even the middle classes provide no system of
instruction for those who anticipate the duties of
motherhood.

INCUBATOR.

It is to be observed that 5 deaths of infants followed
a few days after their premature birth. Some of these
were probably preventable. In such cases some of
our hospitals successfully use an incubator, and had we
one in Harrow, to be lent out under the care of a district
nurse, some of these deaths would be prevented.

LONDON AS A CENTRE OF INFECTION.,

I have more than once drawn your attention to the
ill effects upon the health of Harrow of the absolutely
inefficient isolation arrangements in London, There
provision is only made for the separation of a small
proportion of the cases of infectious disease. The rest
are left, frequently in crowded houses amidst dense
populations, to form centres of disease to infect the
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neighbours. This is a constant danger to the health of
Harrow, and if the richest city in the world will not
make suitable provision, I think there ought to be some
means by which her smaller and poorer neighbours
should be able to recover from her for the expense and
loss of life her negligence has caused them.

ISCLATION HOSPITAL.

There were 32 patients admitted during the year, of
these 31 had scarlet fever and 1 diphtheria. All the
cases of scarlet fever recovered. The case of diphtheria
proved fatal. This is the first death in the hospital.
The hospital has proved of the greatest use during the
year in keeping the town free from infection.

STEAM DISINFECTION.

In March, 1889, my predecessor, Dr. Thompson,
wrote “ The purchasing of a disinfecting apparatus, which
I understand has recently been decided upon, will be
a very valuable step in the right direction.” For some
reason, of which I am unaware, the step has not yet been
taken, though it is much more desirable in 1897 than it
was in 1889, and I should respectfully urge your Council
to provide a steam disinfecting apparatus at the earliest
possible moment.

WATER CLOSETS WITHOUT WATER.

There are still some water closets in the town without
a supply of water. I have repeatedly pointed out the
danger of such places. I trust that your Council will
now place them in the same category as the old bell
traps, and let them be dealt with in like manner by the
Sanitary Inspector.

DAIRIES AND DAIRY FARMS.

A great deal has been done by the proprietors of
these places to bring them up to the standard required
by your Bye-Laws. When your regulations have been
complied with they will be recommended for registra-
tion. A considerable portion of the milk supply of the
town comes from outside, and is collected over a wide
area. If this milk is not produced under sanitary con-
ditions, danger may arise. An epidemic of infectious
disease in a distant county may thus lead to an outbreak
in Harrow.



5

BAKERIES.

The majority of the bakeries are in a good sanitary
condition. In a few cases, however, I found accumula-
tions of dust under the kneading troughs, and cobwebs
on the walls. I hope that I shall not have to make
like complaints on future inspections.

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES.

Although most of these places are badly situated, I
found them in a fairly good sanitary condition. It is
necessary that some of them should be more frequently
lime-washed. Under present circumstances it is impossi-
ble for the meat supply of the town to be efficiently
supervised, and I have again to recommend the early
provision of a public slaughter-house.

COMMON LODGING HOUSES.

The registered common lodging house has been
duly visited, and found in perfect order. At the General
Annual Licensing Sessions, when application was made
for the renewal of a license to premises, part of which
is used as a common lodging house, conditions were laid
down which should ensure good sanitation.

NEW BUILDINGS.

There were 86 new dwelling-houses, 3 additions, and
15 new buildings (not dwelling-houses) erected during
the year.
METEROLOGICAL REPORTS.

These reports have been supplied me by Mr. Charles,
and have been carefully kept. @ They show that the
rainfall for the year was 2688 inches. During September
7°45 inches of rain fell, or more than one-fourth of the
rainfall of the year. On 24 days of that month rain to
the extent of ‘o1 inch or upwards fell, and on one day,
the 12th, to the extent of 106 inches.

The rainfall of the past five years was as follows:—
1892, 20°55; 1893, 21'04; 1894, 209748; 1895, 2521;
1890, 26°88.

It gives me much pleasure once more to acknowledge
the willing and efficient help that Mr. Charles, in his
capacity of Sanitary Inspector, has rendered me during
the year. The rapidity with which he removes infectious
cases to the hospital, and proceeds to the disinfection of
the patients’ houses, deserves special mention.
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During the year Mrs. Dear has suffered from scarlet
fever, acquired whilst performing her duties at the
Isolation Hospital. Her assiduous attention to the

patients has largely contributed to the excellent results
I have reported above.

I remain, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
JOHN FLETCHER LITTLE,
M.B. Cantas.,, M.R.C.P. Loxp.,
Medical Officer of Health for Harrow.
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS
TAKEN AT HARROW DURING THE YEAR ENDING

DECEMBER, 185g6,
By T. CHARLES, ExGINEER AND SurvEYOR To THE CouxciL.
Month. Hygrometer. Temperature, Rainfall. Wind.
I Greatest Ig':f"
Dry | Wet i Total ?4%:3’ ])nrs Prevai
] - A
Bulb | Bulb, || Max.| Min. | Depth ‘gﬂg‘;' Wind S
1ft. | 4ft. Depth| Date. ﬁ?ﬁ
JANUARY.
...... 393 (381 | 442|356 (42-2 455|086 | .. £ 8.W.
Al 48:0 | 470 || 520 49 [43 |46 .. | 018 |25th| 10 | 2
L 30:0 | 29-0 || 39-0 | 27 |40 |45 4, s :
Fernvany.
feans ., .....|| 372 | 36:0 || 457 [ 32T | 40-7 [ 44°'2 [| 040 | .. o : S.W.
Highest .. 48 | 47 55 |44 (43 |45 .. |15 | 20th 3 N.W.
a4 28 35 20 33 |44 : o s .. | N.E.
MarcH
...... 44:6 | 42-2 || 53-1 | 385 [44:06) 455 || 3-42 | .. 17thl = BW.
: o ol Ga 48 |47 46 oo | 0BT 20th 27 -
owest 43 28 43 S0 |41 44 o 5 i
APRIL.
...... 48-96| 45°5 || 57°2 | 896 | 46:0 | 46:3 || 0-54 | .. S o N.W.
56 g4 67 a0 | B0 438 . 1009 | 14th| 10 s
ST 1 | a7 43 31 44 46 : - o S
Mavy
..... 54-4 | 49-5 || 653 | 4535 | 52-6 | 48-1 || 0:25 | .. i o N.E
6T 61 76 ab ab 52 e 1019 21k a -
..... 45 40 a2 oo 48 45 . it il A
Juxe
B e s 62-96] 580 || 72:6 | 52-2 | 604 | 474 || 175 | .. o " N.W.
T4 67 [[82 |63 |64 |56 . | 047 | 10th| 14 e
. |54 49 |62 |40 |55 |52 . 2 Gt
JuLy.
...... 64-3 | 586 || 749 | 532 | 631 | S51:2 | 1-10] .. o i NW.
T4 85 || 87 G2 (HH 59 ee | 049 ] 26th T i
..... 53 |51 62 |44 |60 |56 o ) 2
Avgust
...... 58:6 [ 539 || 675 | 509 | 60°9 | 59 =40 o 52 N.E.
65 61 T3 G 63 50 ve (OO 31st| 14 N.W.
..... 52 48 " G 44 59 | 59 . A - -
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METEOROLOGICAL (BSERVATIONS (confinued.)

L —
— —— —

Month. Hygrometer. Temperature. Rainfall. Wind.
I [ Greatest T;‘
! Earth. Fall in Days
Dry | Wet ! Tota]l| 24 Hours Prevaili
| Butb, | Bulb, | Mex-| Min | pepgp|————— -grg?eh Wind. ®
1ft. | 4ft. Depth| Date. 31}::3:
fell. |
SEPTEMBER. |
Means..... 56:3 |54-2| 62-4| 502 | 58-1 56:06( T45| .. s o S.W.
Highest ....[| 684 |62 68 |59 |60 |58 -+ | 106 | 12th | 24 %
Lowest ..... 48 | 46 3 5] gd |57 i i s : ;
OCTOBER.
Means . ..... 44-8 | 434 || 52-0 [40-03| 502 [ 55-4 | 272 | .. | .. | .. | NE
Highest ....|| 59 58 B2 |58 56 57 .« | 060 | 6th 19 s
Lowest ..... 3l 30 44 |25 44 b3 i % 7, S
NOVEMBER.
Means ...... 384 (37 03[ 451 | 340 | 43-1| 503|124 .. Iy 1k N.E.
Highest ....[| 48 |47 51 | 43 45 a4 .. |050]| Tth 9 o2
Lowest ... .. |28 127 a7 23 |40 |48 i i B s
DeceMBeR. |
Means . . ...| 880|378 || 43-5 | 328 | 408 46-8 || 3:T5| .. i = S.wW.
Highest ,...[| 48 |47 51 |42 |43 |48 «» |067]|2nd| 21 Vs
Lowest .....| 26 |25 34 |23 |38 |[-15 B ne i s s
| |

The Total Rainfall for the Year was 26-88 inches.

- TeHxer









