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To the Urban District Council of the Cily of Winchester,

Report of the Medical Officer of Health for
1896.
GENTLEMEY,

In accordance with the Regulations of the Loeal Government Board I submit the following ns
my Report for the Year 1806,

The rate of mortality somewhat exeoeds that of the previous year consequent on a number of
fatal cases of Measles and Whooping Cough, and amounts to 155 per 1000, and including the deaths
of those inhabitants of the District who have resorted for trestment to the Hospitals just outside, is 166

There is also appended a record of the work done in Mr. Piper's department, and a statement is
added of the proecedings and expenditure at the Victoria Hospital,

The Population of the District which was estimated in 1895 at 18,216 is considerod to have
increased to 18,419 caused by the erection of new houses in the Parish of Weeke situated in the area
of Group 1 and by an inerease in the average strength at the Barracks during the year.

Tables A and B are appended and are similar to those of previous years.

=R ie deAthe 1 TSF0 Rmetnted o Z667 O these deaths §& were ab the Barracks and 25 at the
Union Workhouse ; 16 of the latter belong to the Urban and 13 to other Districts.  During the year,
18 oceurred at the County Hospital and 2 at the Victaria Hospital of persous belonging to this District
which are not included in the ‘Tables ; both these Institutions being situated within the Avea of the
Bural Sanitary District.

Tuking the grouping of Table A the deaths in the District oecureed at the following ages . —

Deaths under 1 year of age i 5a
" OVer ., and under 5 yonrs a il }.“']
Ll i ]_E (1] (1} Iﬁg I " lg
SRS , 85 ., - BT
e a D0 B4

Measles, Whooping Congh, and Diseases of the Hespiratory Orgons occasioned the increased
mortality among young children.  OF the 84 deaths of persons over 65 years of age, 21 a quarter of
that number oeourred at ages over BO.

The Registered Dirths were 449, being b in excess of the previous year,

The following Table shows how the Population, Births, and Deaths, and Deaths from Zymotic
Discases were distributed in 1896,

| |

LOCALITY GROUF 1 | aRoUF 1} iv:-su-.zlr.rs- g |I BARRACKS |1runmmual Tifﬂ";'&“ ]
s e | | ¥ |- i R.
Area in Acres L0 g M T P e B [ TE
i 1891 B850 G388 5619 pz1g  |Iweladeding ooo

Population— Census, . Group I :
1 Eatimated for lﬂﬂﬁr OET0 G493 ohOG 397 4 15419
Porsons to Acre A 1764
Total Deaths o T2 a4 &7 ] a0 2B
Deaths from 7 principal n 5 0
Shiin Tias o | s & L '
[nmel 1

Total Births 134 163 133 19 | ’;'::r:}‘ﬁf[’_” 449

* Guopr 1.—The Parishes of 5% Thomes, Weeke, and part of Chiloombe.

+ Grove IT.—The Parishes of St. Bartholomew Hyde, 58, Peter Cheesehill, Milland, 8t Fuith, St Johs, and Winsall

$ Guove 111, —The Parishes of &t. Maurice, 5t. Mary Kalendre, 8t. Lawrence, 8t Swithug, St. Michael, and 51, Peter
Colebrook.



The following Table shows the comparmtive mortality of the wl*ln:-iu Dristrict, and as divided into
throe almost equal Gronps of Parishes and also of the component Parishes of Group 11, together with
the Birth Rate in these Localitios.

COMMONENT FARIEIES OF GROUF 11

* = | E | i
o | e | o |THE wHOLE|
LOCALITY B | BB 8. Teter 1. John
| 2| g | ™™ |5 Buthol- | Choesehill | Bt Paith and
| a | =] e omen Hyde, | & Milland Winnall
I |
Ay el | : - — e :
Deaths per 1000 12| 14 | 15 155 | 14 16 9 18
o inelnding [
u{'-.l.t.ll': in County amd |
Victorin ~ Hospitals  of ... | v | .o 166 |
persons belonging to they | [
Dristrict | :
| { [
l't'r::l;lnl:ugc of ].h;ul!l.s of 41 |40 | a7 a8 29 52 15 58
Children under 5 yenrs
Births por 1000 o | e B R a4 18 a0 15 . 40
Percentage of Deaths of |
Children wnder 1 year ]2'13-];['6_ 13 19-9 K =l 31 12
o Births |
Dreaths  per 1000 from i~ ";1'_" “
E-;rmutl: iJiHE‘HﬂH L amn ana - [ [

* The numbers in this Column are affected by the Population, and the Births ar the Workhouse
situnted within the area of Gronp I being ineluded,  The Deaths in the Worklouse are amitted from
this Table.

The unsatisfactory high rate of mortality of childrem ander & years is brought into undue prom-
inenge by the lessoned number of deaths of aged persons,

Zvuomic Miseases serionsly nifected the District durng 1896,

Buans lMox.—Daring the first six months of the year 6 cases of this disease were notified.
Chie,  Castal Case, was treated in the Workhouse, the others were removed to the YVietoris
Hospital.  Four were in common lodging houses.  Ome was brought to a private house late
at night io a hived carmiage from another [istriet.  OF these one was an infant who died,
the amlg. unvaccinated member of & fumily of five persons ; bot with the terrible Jesson
taught by Gloucester not yet forgotten, it ought to be superfluous to direct attention to
a solitary instanee of the protecting power of Vaccination, the only real safeguard agminst
this much dresded disease. A few more re-vaccinations than usual were resorted to and
the disease did not spread.

BeanrtATiNge —There was a considemble epidemic of Scarlating in 1896, One humdred and
seventy-two cises were notified, two were at the Barracks and the rest pretty evenly dis-
tributed through all parts of the District.

The number of cases in each month was:—

| |
Jan. | Feh. E March | April | May | Jume | July | Ang | Sept. | Oct.
|

|
| 1
9 i 1 AR T 16 og | 21 43 ‘ 25 14

Twenty-five of these cases wers at the College or at College Houses, seventesn cecurming in
the first half, and eight in the fourth quarter of the year; they were imlntnd in their own
Sanitorium.  The K [;niumm did not assume seriouns proportions till July. rt from the
27 patients at Barracks and College, of the remaining one hundred and’ furt v, 71 wera
males and 76 females ; fifteon wore young adulis, the rest mostly young chaldren, one only
three wecks old ; the luller nnd s child of sixteen months were the only fatal cases, one died
at Vietorin Hospital, the-other at its own home.  The type of disease was very mild.

The cases were distributed in 112 houses as follows ¢

No of Houses a1 13 5 a 1
No, of Cases 1 2 3 4 5




The inhabitants of the District showed great readiness to submit to efficient isolation,
and gnve every assistance in preventing the spread of infeetion by willingly adopting as
far as possille the sagpestions offered them.  One bundred and fifteen went to
Vietorin  Hospital ;  of  the romaining 30, cloven  were  offectually  jselated  in
their  own  homes, e second case oceurring in either; at one house where
isplation  was attempted and failed the whole family of five children contracted
the disemse ; for varions reasons seven had to be left at their own heuses, and in
seven wore it was donbtful if the disease really oxisted.  All the cases were promptly visited
anvd advice and a-sistance given according to their individual needs.  Much fumigation and
disinfection were resorted to; suggestions wore offersd ag how bost to continne smployment
withont spresdling infeetion, and as to length of absence from school.  In November
n cironlar was sent to School Managers pointing out the benefits which were elsewhers
attrilmted to more thorough cleansing and disinfection of school premises as o means of
preventing the spread of disense nmong seliolirs.  This was favourably reeeived and for the
most purt scted on, and probably has had some effect in controlling the progress of
the Epidemic. AL the end of the year it was evident that the outhreak wos abating and
that the cfforts which bad been made to arrest it were likely soon to saeeeed,

Dirprienia.—Twonly ecases of  Diphtherin  were  notified in the vear and theee of
Membranons Cronp ; the latter mnst be rogarded as  Diphtherin obstreting the air pass.
ages. A more serious ontbrenk wis probably checked by the timely fsolation in Hospital
of six cuses in Jumoary,  The other cases occurred froom time to time sl through
the year in localities mostly distant from each other and no connection was ascertained to
exist between them ; there were four deaths attributed to these causes. At the homes of
soveral of these patients inspections led to the discovery of insanitary conditions which
have since been remedied.

Exteric Fevir.—Ouly one eaze notificd, that of n nurse who bad recently been attending
on patients suffering from this discase in an isolation hospital in o distant connty.  She
wis trented nt the Victcrin Hospital and recovered.

Measies.—There was o very severe Epidemic of this disense commencing about June and
beeoming very generml townnds the omd of the yvear, resnlting in twenty-sight deaths at the

sebialiad s - i S

UNDER ar | J
Ages 1 vEAR -2 | o3 4 4-5 | 9 I BT -8
Deaths from i
Vil 5 11 5 3 1 r 2 I 0 | 1

Two-thirds of the fatal cases being under three years it is desivable that it be better
understood how fatal is this complaint in the early years of life.  Parents should avoid as
fur ns ible the exposure of young childven to its infection.  This very fatal dizeass iz
too little feared and guarded agninst.  Some efforts were made to prevent infected children
and those from houses where the disease existed, attending school, but very little control
could be gained over the Epidemie.

Waooorise Coven.—This disease was provalent in the carly months of the year, and caused
nine deaths of children under five yenrs of age.

Diagrnma,—It is fortunate that there was less Dinrrlea than wsual during the vear.  Of the
five deaths recorded three were young children.

Puenrenal Feven.—No ense was notified.

ErvsirEras —Thirty cases notified, some of a very trivial pature.  Oune infant of & month old died
but the disease was not notified.

Numerous inspections have been made in various parts of the District.  In January there was
& systematic inepeetion of St. Jobn's Hoad containing 43 recently built houses, complaints having been
received of the insanitary coudition of some of them. It was found by alterations mude sinee their
erection that most of the sinkgullies and w.o. had  become onclosed, polluting the houses from want
of sufficient ventilation.  Moreover, besides various defective joints, it was ascertained fhat the sewer
had so sunk at its upper end that the fall was insafficient to carry off its contents.  The orilers mude
by your Authority to remedy these defects have produced a great improvement in the eondition of this
locality.

One case of overcrowding was reported where twelve persons slept in two small rooms in an il
ventilated place ; an order was made to discontinne it ]

Many other Nuisances injurious to health were discovered during inspections called for by
complaints, notifications of disenses, &e., and dealt with as their circumstances required.

The Steam Disinfector was used 47 times during the year.

Certificates were given that nine houses were no longer fit for human habitation ; at two of
them repairs have been executed which render them habitable for n time, the remaining seven

are being pulled down,

In concluding this Report I must agnin thank you for the cordial support and assistance which
you have always offered me in the performance of my duties.

THOS. C. LANGDON, F.RCS,
Mepicar OrricER oF HEsLTH.

Febreary 27th, 1897.
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VICTORIA HOSPITAL.

REPORT of the MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT for the VYear 15896.

The Hospital has done s great deal of useful work for the Distriet during the past year, and
was empty for ten days only, in February, There were three Patients remaining on January 1st, and
132 fresh cases were admitted during the year, 19 romaining on December 31st.

Ounly 19 Patients were admitted during the first half of the year, but the isclation afforded,
protably prevented the spread of Small-Pox, Diphtheria, and Searlatina throughout that pericd.

In the seeond half of the vear the Hospital was wholly ccoupied by Searlatinn Patients, and it
limited aecommodation tazed to its utmost, especially during the height of the Epidemie in October
and November.  The overcrowding which had to be resorted to would not kave been possible in a
less elevated and breezy situation.

The Permuneut Staff of three persons lud to be inerensed to twelve, and the want of any rooms

for Nurses was much felt, especinlly when the weather became too cold to allow of beds being placed
in the Vernodak. : ——— —ee

The work was rendered extra arduoous by 20 many of the patients being very young children,
ong mn infant of nine months.  Despite all di Ities and discownforts everyone worked on cheerfully
and industriously, the patients being attended to in a most satisfactory manner.

The new Matron shewod horself guite equal to the cmergency but could not have bome such a
strain much longer.  Some ides of the soverity of the work will be gained when it is mentioned that
in addition to the Matron's many duties in Emiﬂing for these lurge numbers and supervising every one
she superintonded and personally nssisted in the cooking of all the fosd, while interrapted in the last
throo months of the year nlone by 604 interviews ot the front door,

Two deaths of infants ocourred, one from Small-Pox, the other from Scarlatino

The following Table shows the number of Persons with their Discases who have been admitted
ginee the Hospital has been opened, together with the number of days in each year on which it
hius been in use.

| No. of days
: % in which
| Small-Pox | Scarlatina | Diphtheria Enteric | Mfeasles “'E':f';g'f:‘g Erysiplns | the
| l:l-cculpltal
WilE 1IN uEs
]
| |
IBRT R 2 1
1888 | ... 1 5 1 2 144
1889 6 5 3 1 1 240
1890 1 2 3 1 2 | 158
1891 6 8| : 165
1wz .. | 10 3 : 1 a9y
1
18493 17 r 118 2 3 2 l a7
1804 45 Fre ! 1 320
1895 | ... 26 9 363
186 | © 117 8 1 355










