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TO THE

UrBaAN District CoOUNCIL

OF

WEYMOUTH & MELCOMBE REGIS

(AS EXTENDED 1895.)

GENTLEMEN,

For the fifth time I have the privilege of placing my annual
report in your hands, a privileze which I value more highly, since I
feel sure that opportunity will now be afforded me, by your direction
and sanction, of dealing with certain defects of sanitation which pre-
viously (although the hygiene of our ancient Borough was injuriously
affected thereby), you were unable to correct, seeing that they were
beyond your control as a public body.

Owing to the recent extension of the Borough, this unfortunate
and detrimental position is now a thing of the past, and great benefit
has already resulted from the change, as will be presently demonstrated.

The time cannot be far distant when, in the universal interest
of the country at large, there will be but one Code of Sanitary Law in
England, affecting all districts, Urban and Rural, equally, such as is now
enforced in most other civilized countries, notably Scandinavia,
Germany, Austria, and Frarce, and great will be the advantages
derived from this unification, even though in some places the reign of

“ laissez faire "—i.e. *“ go as you please,” be abolished,



T have, as usual, to give you :—

1. The Vital Statisties of 1895,
2. Reports on General and Special Sanitary Work therein

performed.

3. The past year’s Sanitary History.

4. Comments on matters requiring your particular attention,
whilst safe-guarding the Disirict’s Public Health,

l.—In speaking of Vital Statistics, I may remind you that these
are prepared under conditions of some little difficnlty, owing to the
largely fluctnating numbers of the population in the past year, and the
Bmuu"h augmentation, the most important fact in our history since the
incorporation of old W eymouth and Meleombe Regis in the 16th
Century, and the foundation of our reputation as a watering place and
health resort by George 111. in the 18th. It is not easy to accurately
estimate the luﬂ'hLSL ficure of our annual population, owing to the
numerous 1:1:.1lu15 here during the spring, summer, autumn, and late
winter, and the temporary presence of the large naval and military
forces from our own fleet and army (regular and volunteer), with which
we are annually favoured, and of those foreign squadrons and traders

who are so often attracted here by the accommodation we can offer
them.

The stationary period of Weymouth's statisties, fossilised for so
many years since the Georgian epoch, is now happily terminated. Not
only the “floating™ but the * permanent” population will shortly
increase by leaps and bounds, and the speedy arrival of some thirt
Battleships, whose headquarters will be always in our waters, the
immediate enlargement of our Military Port and Dockyard, and the
appointment of an Admiral in command here, with his staff, retinue,
and personnel of the augmented force, must ‘?IERH_}' add to our constant
residents, both in 'WL}rnmuth and kaﬁ, Regis Wards, and as these
new-comers will all be either in easy ecireumstances, or good work, we
may confidently expect that each future report will show an iﬂcreasing
population, and a diminishing death-roll,

This last, due to the improved health-precautions and sanitary
regime, which are your pride as well as duty to carry out, cannot fail
to place * Greater Weymouth ” first in the choice of South English
Health Resorts.

—The Vital Statisties are as follows —

NUMBER OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS.

From the 1st January to the 3lst October, 302 Births and 218
Deaths were registered in the * Old Borough,” prior to its Municipal
enlargement, which was practically enforced on Nov. Ist; the actual in-
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crease of population during this period was therefore 84. From the 1st
Nov, to the 31st December 76 Births and 42 Deaths were registered in
the *“ New Borough,” this, as shown by the appended photograph, now
embraces a large acreage formerly in the Rural Sanitary District of
Weymouth, the enlarged Borough comprising 16164 acres (the old
Borough being formerly not more than 7634 acres, of’ which 311 were
tidal waters, which have not been increased in the new area.) By this
extention over 5,000 persons have been permanently added to the new
Borough or * Greater Weymouth,” as it is sometimes colloquially
termed, and the actual increase of population in these iwo months is
34,

You will see, therefore, that if this new rate continues the same for
twelve months from November last, our actual increase will be 204 per

annum, as against a probable 100°8 had the * ancient landmarks ™ been
retained.

Births and Deaths in Public Institutions.—There were no births in
any of these, but 38 deaths were reported from them. Details are
given in Table K 23a appended.

Deaths of Weymounth Hesidents outside the Borowgh, and non-
Residents within it.—I have failed to trace the death of any regular
inhabitant of Weymouth outside the Borough, and you are aware that
in a provineial Urban Distriet, such losses are usually known to several
people. _

40 non-residents died here, all of whom had visited us from other

localities for various reasons, health on the one hand, and pauperism on
the other being the chief,

Deaths of Octogenarians and Nonogenarians.—As 70 years is the
allotted age of man in Holy Writ, I have not taken ecredit for those
dying between 60 and 70, but I may say that in the old Borough from
January 1st to October 31st, 22 deaths of persons over 80 years and
under 100 were registered ; 19 (8 men and 11 women) between 80 and
90 years of age with a mean average of 83:4 years, the oldest being 85,
and three Deaths were recorded of persons more than 90 years of age,
their average age being 92'3 years, and the oldest attaining 94'5 years,

In the enlarged Borough from November lst to December 31st,
three octogenarians’ deaths, in all, were noted ; their average age was
83, the oldest attaining 87+3 years.

I need not remind you, as additional proof of the salubrity of
Wr:*_',m{:uth as a residence, of the many ““grand old men” in their
* eighties,” whom we have known of late years, some of whom are
hﬁp]n]} atl]l spared to aid us with their matured wisdom in pu-'uhL life.
The change of longevity in Weymouth is therefore 305 years in persons
of 63, beyond the average of all England,
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Estimated Population up to middle of 1895.—If this be caleulated
by the method indicated by the Registrar-General, it would be 15-939,
but owing to our extraordinarily large “floating population” in that
time, brought to us by the visits of the Yeomanry, the Volunteers, the
Training Squadron, the Channel Fleet, and the Ttalian Squadrons, with
some Russian and other foreign Cruisers and foreign Merchant ships,
and of visitors from all parts, these ficures, as I have pointed out on
former occasions, are far below the actual number I am entitled to
consider, and I should be within the mark were I to raise them by quite
12,000, making my population more than 27,000. Indeed Messrs,
Bramwell and Harris, more than two years since, provided for a per-
manent population of 25,000 in their drainage scheme, whilst ignoring
the factor of the maritime visitors, though these last spend much time on
shore, and so augment the entire number of our inhabitants, but fortu-
nately do not increase our death rate in an appreciable degree,

Birth and Death Eates.—The Birth Rate in “0Old Weymouth” was
22-73 per 1,000in the ten months, an increase of 1-622 per 1,000 on that
of last year, probably due to the same causes. The Birth Rate for
“Greater Weymouth” since its active enlargement, was 21-3 per 1,000,
Naturally this last cannot be compared with previous records, “the
bridge not being built, sirs.”

The Death Rate, like that of all England, is in excess of
1894, but although of necessity calculated by the factors of'the station-
ary population (to avoid earping eriticisms by people not conversant
with the peculiaritiez of the locality popularly known as “ IFVeymouth ™ and
with its mived Registration and Poor Law Districts, three Sanitary
Auwthorities, and enormously varying “Floating Population™), it may at
first appear larger than that of the two past years. This admits of
zatisfactory explanation, and by no means affects the constant and high
reputation of “Healthy Weymouth” as a desirableresidence for all, whether
in good health or valetudinarians, for whilst if thus worked out, the gross
annual uncorrected proportional death rate of “Old Weymouth” would
have been 164 per 1,000, the corresponding wncorrected death rate of
the “extended Borough” with a population computed by some other of
your advisers as 21,000, (no allowance being made for the Floating
Population), is only 11°9 per 1,000, and these two rates, when corrected
by the deduction suggested by the Local Government Board in their
Tables, are reduced respectively to 13+6 and 11°18 per 1,000, which last
may be quoted as our reliable rate of mortality for 1895.

I have not yet succeeded in obtaining the published death rates of
Dorset or the neighbouring watering places for comparison with this,
but I have reason to think that ours will contrast favourably with most,
if not all of them, the more so, that our death register is chiefly made
up by entries of very advanced ages, and not of young lives, and I need
not remind you that this is the trae test of the healthiness of any locality.
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Infant Mortality.—Up to the 31st October, 33 Infants under one
year old died in the old Borough, which is a proportion of 109.2 Deaths
to every 1,000 Births, or if expressed as a percentage of the total
Deaths, equals 151 per ecent. In the remaining period of 18935, 6
Infants under one year old, died ; in the new Borough this appears as
789 Deaths to 1,000 Births, or as expressed in percentage of total
Deaths is 13-2 per cent.

Child Death Rate—This I have, as previously, calculated by
eliminating the “ fafant Mortality ” from the “ Deaths under 5 years.”

In the old Borough, it was 0065 per 1,000 of population during
the first ten months of 1895. In the “New Borough” from then till the
completion of the year, it was 0°285 per 1,000 for that limited period,
This apparent discrepancy is intelligible on reflecting that the old people
whose families are grown up, usually end their days in the old Borough,
and this year have somewhat raized our general death rate : but that in
the extended area of the New DBorough, where nearly all the residents
have young children, these latter are more likely to suceumb to infantile
and zymotic diseases than their parents, who having survived these perils,
may be classed as “seasoned soldiers.”

Zymotic Death Rate—15 deaths were registered in the “0ld
Borough ” term, one of Typhoid, (this a stranger, who had only been 3
days here and came down ill from London), 1 from puerperal fever, 1
from measles, and 12 from so called * diarrhea,” almost entirely infantile,
due to hot weather and little medical attendance until near the termi-
nation of the case. The “0ld Borough” Zymotic Rate was 112 per 1,000,
but in the New Borough period there was but one entry, which, \1.11].-
out medical evidence, was found by a Coroner’s Inquest as “ Dmrrhu:.t
— this gave a ﬂ}'mmlc Death Rate of 0-285 per 1,000 per annum.

Violent Deaths.—These were 11 in all, 3 flur- to suicide, 2 by
drowning, 1 by cut-throat, the rest from various accidents.

Inguest Cases and Coroner’s Inguiries.—Those were 20in all,
including Inquests, &ec, on the above Violent Deaths, and some others
which for want of previous medical attendance, could not be certified in
in the ordinary manner.

(ieneral and Special Sanitary Work of the Year, & e.—As usual,
the Inspection of Bakehowses and Slawghterhouses in the Old Borough
has been made by myself and the Inspector of Nuisances, and to some
extent, so far as yet practicable, in the New Borough. The requirements
of the Bakehouses R[-wul:umm Act and the Factory Act appear to have
been complied with as to the cleanliness in Bakehouses.  The speeial
requirements of the Factory Act as to Bakehouses, which as your Medieal
Officer of Health, it is my duty to see enforced, have not yet been in all
cases attended to, but as the fault seems to be more due to ignorance
than wilful intention to defraud, I am taking measures to obviate this
evil without inflicting punishment on the eulprits by a detailed report or



m:agis,im"al summons, to which I can always resort if necessary.

As for the private Slaughterfiouses, tln:_*, are and will be an eyesore
in most cases everywhere, both here and in cther places, until public
Ahbattoirs are EE}IIE]HIIHGI‘F in towns like W ey mouth.

The hour for their total extinction is fast approaching, as it has
already reached many other time-honoured * vested intercst” nuisances,

Cow-houses, Offensive Trade Premises, Common Lodging Houses,
and Piggeries—Owing to the enlargement of the Borough, there are
some more of these than in last year, though the worst Otfensive Trade
Nuisance has extinguished itself, ‘spuua,l bye-laws are urgently
necessary to deal with them, so as to avoid unnecessary publicity and
injury to owners. I shall ﬂh::-rl,l}' furnish a report on this subjeet for
the consideration of the whole Couneil in Committee.

Public and Private Schools.—An Oceasional visit has been paid
to many of these whenever advisable, and as usual, my suggestions were
amicably received and attended to. I have not found it necessary to
close any school owing to infections disease amongst the pupils,

Legal mem’iﬂq? —None have been instituted by your Officers
on account of the various Sanitary Aects, though a ﬁfwmnt violation
of the Weymouth Improvement Act had to be passed over owing to our
legal interregnum,

Houtine Sanitary Measures.—1 will now give details of the routine
carried out according to paragraphs No. 1 to 13 of my instructions,
with the efficient help of the Inspector of Nuisances, Mr. Joseph

Keeley :—
Complaints received and attended to S L
Number of Houses and Premises Inspected, including actory Inspee-

tions and 23 houses where Infectious Disease was reported.... 173
Orders for Sanitary Improvements issued and complied with ... 12
Ditto do do do and not complied with ... 3
Iouses and Premises cleaned and repaired, &e. ... i Y
Houses disinfected ... T
Bedding disinfected (lots) ... e i3
Bakehouses inspected -
Cowhonses inspected ere 9
Slaughterhouses mxpe{-l,pﬂ 13
\Illl-.ﬂimp: and Dairies inspec Lefl el wEN
Offensive Trades inspected 3
Common Lodging Houses inspeeted 3
Persons removed to Hospital (Port Sanitary) 9
Dust Complaints received and attended to P
Letters received on various Sanitary Matters FRT
Written replies to same sent . e LG
Houses reported as unfit for Human Habitation or as Dbsh uc-

tive Dwellings... ... None

Special Reports hv M.O. II. to Council in Committee ... 1
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In all our dealings with those with whom we were compelled by
necessity to interfere, we have as hitherto endeavoured to

¢ Be to their faults a little kind *
“ And to their virtues never blind »

go as to avoid, if possible, unmerited odium in the discharge of our
sometimes unpleasant duties,

Special Sanitary Work.—Again, as in last year, the general health
of the Borough has been so frm::ud that beyond co-operating with the
Mayor and my Colleagues +'.l|.1r1l1ﬁr l'.llE visits of the Yeomanry, Volunteers,
and the Channel and Italian Fleets during the summer, very little more
than ordinary routine work was demanded from me until the beginning
of November, when, owing to an outbreak of Typhoid Fever in the
* Rural Distriet of Weymouth,” I had to take prompt measures to
prevent a probable epidemic within the Borough, as detailed below :—

Questions referred to Committees last Year—Owing to the recent
formation of Greater Weymouth, these have been postponed until the
present time, and are under your consideration, I again beg that they
may be promptly dealt with.

Kepresentations as to Insanitary Howses.—Those which I have
from time to time reported to you remain in the same condition as
before. Some improvement has been temporarily made in a few instances,
but owing to the habits of the social substratum, by whom they
are again occupied after partial cleansing, &c., they soon resume their
pristine condition.

Nothing short of a general improvement scheme, under section 4 of
the IImng of the "Wurlunf' Classes Aet, such as has been lately
suggested and adopted in ‘_’muthamptm: and el sewhere, would meet the
present difficulties in dealing with them, and I am of opinion that,
pending the completion of important measures of sanitation which you
have decided to carry out, the time is not yet arrived for me to propose
it with a prospect of immediate adoption, though I have already sketched
the broad outlines of such a scheme whiel, I think, will commend itself
to your consideration, particularly if 1 should have the privilege of
personally demonstrating its necessity to all or any of you by a visit
to the spots indicated.

Sanitary History qf the Year.—The year just passed has not, as T
have previously stated, given us quite so bright a record of freedom from
notifiable {hsﬂa.rsu, and deaths from preventable causes, as the one
preceding it, but in comparison with the mortality L|‘~L"-'~'|1f‘1"L"‘ we have
held our own. The highest number of deaths recorded in any one month
was 27 in March, April and October respectively ; the lowest, 15 in
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July. Summer and Autumnal Diarrhea, owing to the great heat,
chiefly eaused most deaths amongst the young, and impaired vital power
and chest affections during the cold weather, the fatalities amongst the
old. The largest amount of general sickness which came to my
knowledge was observed in March and May.

February was the coldest month of the year, and September the
hottest.

With no wish to traverse the report of a valuable Public Institu-
tion just published, I may say that its statements and mine present the
gold and silver side of the shield ; that the experience of the Hospital
referred to is gained only from cases deemed * Suitable for Hospital
Treatment " after special examination, and drawn from all South Dorset,
whilst I have to report all deaths amongst those who die at home, or
what passes for such, without the great and fully recognised advantages
which they would receive in School Street, and that, therefore, any
apparent contradiction in the reports annually presented to yourselves
and the subseribers to this Charity, is susceptible of the fullest explana-
tion and agreement, seeing that 1 have to eliminate all © Uitlander”
elements from your statistics, while it is the interest of the Hospital not
to hide its light under a bushel, and so, unintentionally doubtless, to
give the public an incorrect idea of the sanitary condition of our
Watering Place, making this inferior to what it really is.

The Vital Statistics I have given you might have been caleulated
more favourably if our 4,275 inhabited houses were taken as their
groundwork, but I prefer to continue my former system until the
population of the extended borough ean be more definitely computed.

Beyond the inevitable “decay of nature,” aggravated by the
unusually cold weather in the spring, and the excessive heat following
it, I thought I should have, as in last year, no great sickness to .':[-[J-UJ‘L
up to the "31st October. Only four cases of Searlet F ever, none fatal
and probably imported into a school from outside the town, were noted,
with two of Diphtheria, both suecessfully treated by the new U:um{lv
“antitorin,” and rapidly cured in consequence, and three of l:,phuld
IFever (all sent down here ill from a distance, one alone of which was
fatal), were reported to me, but then we had an unfortunate outbreak of
Typhoid Fever from a Rural Neighbouring District, due to infected
milk, which I was powerless to deal with, as 1 at once informed you,
until the enemy was within our gates, and I had sent, in rapid
succession, five cases to the Port Sanitary Hospital, and received
intimation of four more, the whole of these ultimately recovering,—
the hospital cases owing their cure to the great skill and attention of
Dr. Simpson and his colleague. I need not repeat the special repert I
then made you, which was unanimously adopted and acted on, but I
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now say that the evil referred to is * scotehed but not killed,” and may
at any time reappear here unless your rural neighbours are compelled to
- do their duty, or until you simply *boycott ” thﬂm, as you prﬂhab]}'
may have to dﬂ.

The Urban Distriet at the end of the year was, to my certain know-
ledege, free from all infectious disease, and in November and December
had no more ailments worth comment.

New Sanitary Acts.—The new Aet which now particularly affects
Urban Sanitary Authorities 1s without doubt the Factory and Workshop
Act, 1895, which adds enormously to the official duties of the Medieal
Officer of Health, though, as sometimes happens in other changes of
front, he is expected to undertake them without additional remuneration,
but with the certainty of severe official censure should he be remiss in
earrying them out.

“ Owvercrowding.”—Section 1 of the new Aect directs that a Work-
shop shall be deemed “ overcrowded ” if such person therein employed
has not at least 250 cubic feet of space for himself ordinarily, or 400
whilst doing overtime. The duty of enforcing this regulation devolves
upon the Medical Officer of Health, who has to visit these Workshops
from time to time and report accordingly to the Factory Inspector.

“ Notice as to Nuisances, &c., Fire Escapes, and Employés in
Factories, Workshops, and  Laundries.”—Section 4 requires
the Medical Officer of Health, on the requisition of
the Factory Inspector to his Urban Authoritjr, to take such measures
as may be necessary to abate certain nuisances, not otherwise abateable,
and to act as an Inspector of Factories, or as an expert witness, within a
month of the date of such requisition, failing which prm,euhng‘s will be
taken against the Urban Authority. The Medical Officer of Health is
mquwecl also to act as an In*—»peﬂnr of Factories with regard to Fire
Escapes, Laundries, Bakehouses, Sanitary Cunvenmnees and other
matters connected with the regulation of these places, vide Sections 3,
10, 22, 27, 6, 35, & 41.

The Urban District Couneil is responsible for his doing these extra
duties, but no one is responsible for any additional salary to him.

OUTCOME OF MY RECOMMENDATIONS TO YOU
LAST YEAR.

Owing to the extinetion of the old constituency of Weymouth and
the advent of the new, these have not yet been carried out, beyond
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1r11|}rm|nrr the Mortuary and providing a shelter for the disinfector,

both of these steps greatly benefiting the Public Borough Service since
their adoption.

COMMENTS ON TABLES A & B.

These have been earefully prepared under unusual difficulties, but
will be found strietly eorreet, and I trust satisfactory. I may say that
the boon of an Infections Hospital for the town ecan never be more
appreciated than it was in November last, and without it we might have
shared the late fate of some of our neichbours.

4. MATTERS FOR YOUR SPECIAL CONSIDERATION.
(a.) Climatology of Weymouth.

The following table has been compiled by Mr .J. R. Eyles, F. R.
Met. S., thanks to whose courteousy and yvour liberality in providing
suitable instruments and notably a sunshine recorder for meteorological
observations, I am in a position to submit these satisfactory statistics :—

No.of No. of
Sun-  Mean Mean Humi- Rainy Sunless
1895 Max. Min. HRain shine Temp. Range dity Days Days.

Jan. 404 317 390 99100 361 87 53 17 9
Feb, 36:0 260 002 10500 314 92 75 1 1
March. 478 373 236 13500 425 105 86 15 9
April. 525 423 2:35157'25 474 102 84 13 -4
May. 614 470 032 28400 542 144 T6 4 3
June, 66'9 526 1'65 26925 592 14-3 73 9 ]
July. 65'8 546 2:34 21825 602 112 81 12 4
Aug. 66:'3 563 2-19 25725 613 100 50 15 2
Sept. 69.2 5553 027 22675 623 137 80 3 3
Oct. 546 443 261 101-:50 495 103 82 14 G
Nov. 54:4 458 583 6225 &l BH BB 24 13
Dee. 481 394 399 3725 437 87 84 24 16

Total Total

Average inches hours
for 553 44-5 27-381953:75 490 10.8 81 151 76

Year

You will see, therefore, that Weymouth holds first rank among .
the leading health resorts of the South of England as regards gemaht_',r
of climate, even temperature, dryness, freedom from fog and predominance
in Elll’l‘shlllu, — the much-vaunted Huurnemﬂuth .;md Tor quay being
inferior to us in these advantages, and our death-rate, spite of our 1arge
share of invalid visitors, being less than theirs,

What is to hinder our being the Queen of the South 7
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(b.) Problems of Sewer Gas Treatment.

Last year I mentioned to you some different ways in which this
somewhat difficult problem was being attempted to be solved, and
suggested that we might profit by the experience of our neighbours,

We have since had this opportunity, and whilst repeating what I then
said as to various methods of procedure for rendering sewage gas
innocuous, I may point out to you that from the experience of the past
year, the palm of merit rests with the employment of Hermittine Fluid
for the purpose referred to in such a town as this, having regard to
efficiency,economy, and eminent adaptability. This plan is now being most
satisfactorily earried out at Ipswich, Lytham, the Royal Hospital at
Netley, and at Newport (Isle of Wight), though in this last only
as a temporary measure, pending the completion of certain drainage
works. It has been finally adopted in the first three places as a system
of complete sterilisation of effluent sewage at a nominal charge, usually
one halfpenny per head per annum of population, and is being tried
elsewhere, the fluid being not produced locally, but sent from a distance
as a commercial article.

I trust shortly to have a practical opportunity afforded me of
showing the Committee this at Westham, and to give them some further
details too long for mentioning here.

(e) Lessons to be learnt from the late outbreaks in Chicherell
( Weymouth Rural District), by all Urban Authorities.

1.—The absolute necessity of keeping a watchful eye on their
neighbouring Rural Authorities, to see that neither the gathering-
oround of their water supply is allowed to be polluted in any way, nor
that the dairy products in their vicinity be permitted to enter the urban
district unless their Health Officer is satisfied that no appreciable cause
of communicable disease exists within a specified zone, which is to be
determined on its merits.

2.—For this purpose it must be made imperative (and Urban
Councils can do so in more ways than one) on the rural authorities, to
notify  forthwith ” to their urban neighbours all cases and outbreaksof
infectious disease, as they now do to the Local Government Board and
County Council,—the word * forthwith” meaning not a fortnight or
more after the oceurrence, as is usual whilst the case is being treated,
but an émmediate report to the urban and rural Medical Officers of
Health supposing that the practitioner is certain or somewhat doubtful
as to the exact nature of the complaint, so that the responsibility of
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removal from, or detention at home may be shared by two or more
medical practitioners, instead of, as now, being thrown on the shoulders
of one only, to his manifest disadvantage.

3.—The powers of the Urban Distriet Officers should be largely
increased by the efforts of their Council. At present they must sit out,
as I have lately done, with folded hands powerless to interfere until I
had a ease or cases in our own distriet.

A rural population, small generally, though in a large area, has no
right to imperil the well-being of an urban population, certain to be
larger in numbers and taxation, if with a less area, because the former,
through their Parish Council and District Rural Council (the latter
often practically a duplication of the former) objects to being hindered
from fatally injuring their urban neighbours (and, if they knew it, subse-
quently themselves) through non-compliance with the letter and spirit
of the many useful Sanitary Acts which have been passed sinee 18735,
and which should be the universal law of the land in every disiriet.

4.—1It is imperative on Urban Authorities when receiving and
considering reports furnished them by water analysts (whether publie
or private), as to the purity of a water supply which has been stated to
be polluted and likely to be injurious to health, not to accept any state-
ment that such water is of “ good potable quality,” unless that asseriion
is speecially stated to be based upon a bacteriological, as well as a
chemical analysis of the suspected water. Certain well waters near here
which had been lately pronounced pure, on the ground of chemieal
analysis only, have been since proved on undoubted testimony, to be
loaded with the same sort of bacillus, the baecillus “coli c#mmunis” &
and bacillus “ fluorescens putidus” which were found by the Govern-
ment Bacteriologists existing in the water supplied to Worthing and
Newport, just after this said water had been pronounced *chemieally
pure ” by some of the most eminent London Analysts, and the plague
was then raging in both these towns, brought on by the use of this

chemically pure $vater.

5.—Lastly, this most important lesson of all must be learnt by both
Urban and Rural Authorities, the absolute necessity of co-operation in
general sanitation. Whilst dwellers in urban districts have as much
moral, if not legal right, everywhere, to be protected from the sale of
infected milk or infected water, as they now enjoy with regard to the
sale of diseased meat or the presence of offensive trades in their midst,
go likewise our rural friends and neighbours should not be sufferers from
the scavenging and house refuse, which is too often recklessly deposited
by town contractors in country places, where it cannot be otherwise
than a nuisance and injurious to health, nor should offensive trades, such
as I have referred to, be permitted to be a nuisance anywhere,
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These degirable results can easily be attained by 1%”
between authorities whose interests are practically identical, and I think
that such will take place between the Weymouth Urban and W'e}rmuuth
Rural Sanitary Districts.

I am sure, Gentlemen, that you will not fail to apprwiatv the some-
what stiff’ task with which your Health Officer has in the first year of
the existence of the new Borough to grapple, whilst endeavouring to
carry out his onerous duty in a lﬂr'"{l constituency, a large part of which
has been practically, in E-f.mlt.u}' matters till now, a law unto itself, and
whose idea of its obligations as urban residents is practically nel, and
that I may rely upon your moral and very material support, ﬂur:h as
you have already afforded to some of my colleagues, in endeavouring to
perform my allotted task thoroughly, and to your satisfaction.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your very obedient Servant,
B. BROWNING, M.D., D.P.H,,
Medical Officer of Health.

16, Royal Terrace, Weymouth,
February 14th, 1896.





































