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villages, as they invariably form the receptacle for the liquid fllth from the adjoining dwellings.
This remark refers to the rural district, because in the urban district sewers have heell't
gradually provided, so that the town itself is now well sewered, although the sewage 15
discharged untreated into the River Ouse. It is well to record here that the Selby Dam
Drainage Commissioners, by an Act of 1805, which was extended in 1885, have jurisdietion over
certain of these land drains to maintain them in working order, and to levy a rate for the cost
thereof. Wilhin recent years, however, the Rural District Council has seen the wisdom of
taking an active part in the matter, and now throughout the district the main land drains are,
generally speaking, well attended to.

The geological formation of the district is triassic, represented by the bunter series of
red sandstone. These are exposed at several places, e.g., Brayton Barif, Hambleton Haugh ;
also at the villages of f!n!nbﬂesl‘m'th and Carlton, and in a quarry at Thorpe Willonghby.
Altogether this area of denuded red sandstone amounts to about four square miles, and 18
important because it i1z from this area that the water supply of deep wells in Selby is said o
come, There are several tracts of gravel overlying the unnd);tune. {Lﬁiﬁulﬂ.rh" at the base of
Brayton Barff and Hambleton Haugh, but elsewhere there is a thick covering of cluy. which
around the town of Selby averages i thickness some 50 to 60 feet. At Cawood it is 57 feet.
At this place also the red sandstone assumes a soft grayish character. The usual nature of
the Bunter in this district is a loose red sand, becoming solid in form as it dwgauu, with clay
bands and occasional partings of marl. The plane beds are well marked, and here and there
it is badly fissured. 1t is devoid of fossils. This area is particularly interesting, as it forms
a large underground reservoir, which provides the water supply to many people. It may be
noted here for record that in a Bill of this Session power was sought by the Leeds Corporation
to convert some portion of an avea of 1,828 acres of arable land into a sewage farm, but the
Cumr::'ittee of the House of Lords considered ‘it was not expedient that the Bill should
proceed.”

In the Urban District employment has become more variable in recent years. In
addition to agricultural work, there is now ship-building, bacon curing, linolenm making,
and tillage works. In the Rural District farm labour is the chief employment. t
Hambleton a jam factory is now in operation. In 1835 a writer noted the pretty position of
Selby town, and “ the entire absence of smoke to pollute the atmosphere.” This statement
would not be absolutely true to-day. There are several chimneys which at intervals vomit
forth an unnecessary large quantity of dense smoke, defiling the landscape, besides being a
useless waste of coal.  Upon inguoiry it was found that at one factory the nuisance was due
to want of boiler power, and that plans had been prepared to put down a second and new
boiler. In a town like Selby, where the manufacturing element is likely to increase, the
purity of l]hu atmosphere—nature’s free gift to man—should be very zealously guarded and
maintained.

In studying the condition of the people with regard to sanitation, one cannot altogether
overlook the history of the past, and m Selby town there 18 much to interest one. It 1s not
alone to the historian that Selby is attractive; it is interesting also to the sanitarian. At the
time of the Conquest, history records that where the town now stands it was forest and
marshland, with mueh water around. But during the middle ages the town occupied a prominent
position.  With the Dissolution in 1536, however, came its decline. It was in those days,
and even in recent times, that we read of ague being 8o prevalent in this and similar districts,
The Abbey, founded in 1609, is a striking example of the evolution of architecture, and of
the magnificence with which the rites of worship were celebrated in the palmy days of
Roman Catholicism. One room is popularly referred to as the leper room. In the wall
there is a leper’s slot, which permits of a view directly on the altar. This reminds one that
isolation 1= not & “new fad.” The early registers contain an excellent list of sacrifices to
filth disease, chiefly of a contagious character, and a comparison of the mortality tables of
to-day with the figures of the latter half of the 18th century afford overwhelming evidence in
favour of sanitation, the gospel of cleanliness. In Selby, Putrid Fever and Smallpox were
prevalent in 1787, Cholera in 1832 and 1848, [rish Fever (typhus) in 1847. Notice has been
taken in each parish of the Church register, because it is to some extent an indication of the
age of the place and its surroundings, and many of them afford valuable evidence as to the
existence and evolution of disease. The most curious register inspected was that of Drax,
which dates back to 1600, and for this information I have to thank the Vicar. There are
several very interesting items concerning the canses of death, which help us to form some idea
as to the extent of medical knowledge during the 17th and 18th centuries. One man is
recorded to have *“dyed of a relaxation of the stomach which hindered his meat from being
properly digested, as he always vomited what be took for some months before he dyed.” This
was probably a cancerous growth, obstructing the outlet from the stomach. Another death in
1787 was ascribed to Fever, but one Stepben Thompson HEI-E’E * he was devoured by louses.”
Another in 1795 was credited to * want of wind.” %Is.n ied about this time with * acute
fever,” and others from * remitting fever,” *‘ excessive drinking,” * palsy,” *‘ white swelling,”
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¥ “worms,” “sore throat,” *chincough,” *smallpox,”” *putrid fever,” * worm
. fever,” “ gy,” and ““ sudden visitation of God.” Dissatisfaction is often heard now-a-days
with the ambignity and indefiniteness of death certificates, but happily without the same
justifieation as would have existed in earlier times. At the Cholera invasion in 1848 a Commities
was formed to investigate, and after a personal inspection they came to the conelusion that
ga ;l:.rtmmg mortality and sickness from Cholera was attributable to the insanitary state of
" L] 1.

Meteoralogy.—Our information with regard to the Selby Union is scant. There is no
' station, so far as I am aware, in the West Riding portion, but some idea of the rainfall can be
gathered from neighbouring stations. At Doncaster the average of three stations during the
k %t’!ml 1805-98 amounted to 23°, while for the same years at York the average was 23-8%, At
ﬁaggl?ﬂ.ﬁ we extended our investigations to the ten years 1850-1859, the average is found
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TABLE L—AREA, POPULATION, RATEABLE VALUE, Erc.

| 1ems Densty of | Blevation (in feet) {
Area | Census Figares, | TORai | sen Level
in | S e ] Value | ] _— lJrﬂiI:l.il.EE Area. Industnes
Acres. i Pe 1 1 |
Faﬁh I[[Il;::‘ ;:M ':I"::“ 1901, Max, . Min.
House, | Acre, s I . |
L@ @ | By | @[ & @ duy i‘__ —_ {i1)
..| 8896 | 6178 | 1864 | 4°64 | 160 | 87060 | 250 | 1848 | Ouse Flox Mille, Maliing, Browing,
Shipbuilding, Bacon Fae-
tory, Agricnlture
1 agTe | 236 44 | 586 | 010 | 2765 | 186 | 124 | Ouse | Agriculture
{ms| 118| 29| 407 | 116 | 809 | 20| 22| , 5
1801 | 868 | 72 | 4:88 | 019 | 10445 (1500 | 186 | Ouse, Aire "
gqea | B17 | 70| 458 | 018 | 9287 | 270 | 152 - it
§183 | 801 | 71| 424 | Ola| 2852 | 189 | 106 | %
. BEE1 THY I 188 | 4:17 | 021 T451 . 24-1 | 108 | Aire | i
2801 | 1008 | 246 | 410 | 085 | 5848 | 260 | 198 Ouse : 3
d1146 | 210 | 47| 447 | 018 | 1741 | 260 | 107 | Aire i
...| 968 | B8 91 | 420 | 089 | 2882 | 151 | 106 | Ouse, Aire i
2062 | 171 | 27| 6:88 | 008 | 2156 | 7560 | 218 | Aire :
1911 || 12| 88| 422 018 | 1959 | 270 | 210 ,, &
| ‘Humbleton .leass |' 489 | 100 | 461 | 021 9182 | 1250 | 186 (l!.tsn [ e Jam Works
B Hirst Coartnoy .| 080 | 116 | 24 | 488 | 018 | 1051 | 220 | 166  Aire i
© Little Fenton | 79| 72| 16| 480 | 009 | 681 | 270 | 250 | Ousee =
Long Drax 116888 | 117 | 201408 | 007 | 2870 | 170 | 180 , s
B.{ 12996 | 261 | 60 | 485 | 011 | 2087 | 186 | B9 | Ouse, Aire | i
 Temple Hirst | 78| 115| 80| 888 | 016 | 5863 | 2560 | 164 | Aire ,,
" Thorpe Willoughby ... 468 | 180 | 20 | 448 | 028 | 4207 | 250 | 200  Ouse - ,,
; Wistow | 4818 | n'rai- 160 | 421 | 0416 | 7012 | 250 m‘ai 3 | -
I ! - —I e —— _—
! i |
Total of Rural Parishes. 34726 ‘ 5951 l&ﬂﬂ[ 487 | 017 ama' == g ! - l
]
r Union u.lﬂﬂﬂ‘% 12159 | 2782 | 4-45 | O-B1 118588 | — e -— |
{West Riding portion) |
i ; s i density of
Table I. ficures are displayed relating to the acreage, population, the v
b j:tm; i: each house amnd :)TF ni acre, the rateable value, the elevation (both maximum
[

ini the drainage area in which the districts are situated, together with the
%ﬂsﬂﬂm&ﬂ:ﬁ on in tl:f various parts. With regard to the rural population, in .fmt_'r
one ish, namely Cawood, is there over 1000 inhabitants. Then comes 'E'_m]l-im
with %nﬂ, followed by Wistow and Hambleton with 674 and 489 reapectively, ml't*ﬁ
time of the census in 1891. The figures for the Urban District give a density of a ittle
over 1.5 persons per acre, while in the rural the proportion is over five acres to every

= Bk =i )

* Sinoe this rﬁmﬂ was written Uhe poelimi Censas figures of 1901 have been published, ’h"*i.f:lf that the population of the
Selby Ur

ban District has increased rt:?i‘ﬂﬁr while the Rural population has decreased to G525
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In the foregoing Table the populations have been divided into (1) the village proper, and
(2) the remainder of the parish, to facilitate a clearer idea of the provisions relating to water
supply, sewerage, and sewage disposal. The population is estimated on the approximate
number of houses inhabited in 1901,

Referring to water, it will be seen that the only public supply provided is in the town of
Selby, which obtains its water from an artesian well sunk to the depth of 676 feet in the new
red sandstone. In considering a well water, it is necessary to have due regard to the gatherin

round from which the well is supplied. In this locality it is of particular interest. The w

iself is tubed to the depth of 133 feet, thereby excluding all the waters from the adjacent
rocks. In addition to this, however, the well 18 safeguarded by o layer of impervious clay
some 50 feet in thickness, through which neither the rainfall nor surface pollutions can
percolate, This bed of clay extends for some distance around Selby, so that the water can
only reach the well from the rain-absorbing area referred to under the head of geology. The
water 1s raised from the well into a tank 80 feet high, and eapable of contaiming 150,000
gallons. It is then distributed over the town, in the majority of instances to standpipes in
the yards, but in others to taps in the houses. The water supply of the rural parts is generally
drawn from wells, either by pump or by bucket. River water is also used, and occasionally
rain water. ‘lhe wells are in most cases comparatively shallow, the water being found in the
district at the depth of some eight feet from the surface. It contains abnormal quantities of
mineral and organic matter, sometimes derived from the alluvial or peaty soil, but more often
from the percolation of sewage from drains, privies, and farmyards. Such contamination is
obvious at times from its yellowish colour. For many years, Dr. Mitchell Wilson, the Medical 2
Officer of Health, has regularly analvsed a large number of samples, with the result that some it
47 per cent. have been found fo be contaminated, and wyet the inhabitants invariably praise
their water supplies, and so pass their lives in this blind confidence in the ess of their

well waters. umerous samples have been analysed during this survey, and the results ares
tabulated on page 15. From these analyses it will be seen that polluted water is lamen L
common throughout the district, 25 samples being quite unfit to drink out of a total of 32 A
examined. In the country one would expect to find the purest water, but from one or another i
cause the country folks are worse off respecting this blessing than those living in large cities.

The people do not realise (1) that it is absolutely necessary to preserve the precinets and gather- 0 |

ing ground of the well from all filth ; (2) that the proximity of a well to a farmyard means only a.
question of time to produce pollution of the water; (3) that the well requires periodical examina-
tion and cleansing ; (4) that great danger arises in the use of filth-contaminated water ; (5) that
good water is as necessary to the farm animal as for man. In perusing the carefully prepared ¥
reports of Dr. Mitchell Wilson, the Medical Officer of Health, there are to be found numerous '
instances of disease associated with contaminated water, particularly enterie fever. Diphtheria. .

also, which is not so general, has been ascribed to tainted water supply. The question of
water supply has been constantly before the Rural SBanitary Authority, and the Medieal Officer
of Health has urged over and over again the advantages of bored wells as against the old type
of shallow, dry steined wells. Curiously enough, both Dr. Parsons and Dr. Mitchell Wilson
have stated that the waters of the River Ouse (and I would even add the River Aire) is.
probably chemically purer than many of the country well waters. These remarks have a
meaning for every tourist. In previous Survey Reports, Nos. 6 and 7, reference was made to.
methods which have been adopted for the exclusion of soil pollutions from wells.

In Table V. details will also be noticed with regard to sewara.ge and sewage disposal..
Many of the sewers in the Urban District have been constructed or relaid recently on modern
prineiples, and though some of them act as tank sewers, still the danger which might acerne it
from this is overcome by the provision for the pumping of the sewage into the river during
times of high water or when the river iz in flood. ere are no sewage disposal works either-
in the Urban or Rural Districts. In the former it goes directly into the river, and in the
latter to the nearest ditch, water-course, or depression, sometimes at the rear of the house,
sometimes even on the side of the highway, where the result is invariably a nuisance. In 8
those instances where ditches and water-courses serve for land drainage and the sewage is
discharged into them at a distance from the dwellings or public roads there may be little
nuisance, as the action of plants and the exposure to air and sunlight effect some purification,
but where the sewage lies in a stagnant pool near dwellings and along hi hwni'a, anyone:
would be bold indeed to advocate or uphold such an insanitary condition. These ditches are
simply dug in the soil, the beds irregular and the banks of crumbling earth, still in many
parts careful attention is given to the cleansing and clearing ; nevertheless at many places.
sewage was seen to form stagnant cesspools which at the time of my visit were bubbling with
gases of decomposition. Reference to this will be found again in the details as to the varions
parishes, In the Urban District means of flushing have been provided, and the ventilation
of the sewers has received much attention. BSpecial exhaust shafts have been erected, but.
many of the surface gratings have been stopped up. In the Rural District new sewers have
been laid, but a difficulty has been found with the debris from the roads, and particularly as
in a country district like this it is ditficult to provide proper gradients in the sewers to make
them self-cleansing. It has therefore been found necessary to insert in the course of the
sewers cesspits which catch the sludge, but this is a system at variance with modern ideas.
Unless these are regularly emptied the decomposition of the contents is apt to cause a.
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TABLE VIL—SLAUGHTER HOUSES.

e e e

Number. Bye-Laws, | Registration. ! Inspection.
i : -rl._ fs g
Belby Urban 12 | 18717 | Yeg Yes
|}
Selby Roral [ 7 ’ - I —_— | Yes

In Selby Urban there are 12 slanghter houses. Most of them are badly situated in
narrow, confined positions, and are much too near dwellings. At about half of them the only
means of approach to the slanghter hounse is through the shop, which forms a passage for the
animals taken in, and the garbage and refuse carried out. ere is unﬂmlbtm'llly a great need
for a public abattoir. This has been recognised and recommended as far back as 1874,

of them have no notice displayed publicly, as required by Section 170 of the Public
Health Act of 1875, such as “ Licensed Slnughter{mme,” or “* Registered Slanghterhouse.’
- The floor is chiefly composed of flags, which are liable to become loose and movable, with the
result that the filth percolates underneath and putrefaction follows. Several instances were
_ noticed where the floors were unsatisfactory. In three places the floors were made of concrete,
and, as is usually expected, they were elean and satisfactory because of their being easily
washed. The walls are generally of brick, and not impervious, and only ligewashed. In two
instances the walls were tarred to the height of three or four feet. As regards water supply,
hey are all provided. Half-a-dozen of theny are drained to gullies inside the slaughter house,
and in one case the waste pipe from the kitchen sink discharges upon the floor. The provision
of non-absorbant vessels, with close fitting covers, for the removal of refuse is wanting in most
In a few cases the refuse is thrown into the midden, which resulted in a foul nnisance
» case, and this was materially aggravated hﬂ'tha insanitary condition of an adjoining
igstye. While writing this report a painful exhibition was given of the dragging of a cow
hrough a e to a slanghter house on the 21st May. This afforded a telling argument in
favour of a public abattoir. Of course, there are other arguments equally forcible, such as
(1) hygienic, (2) economie, and (3) humanitarian.
~In Belby Rural, the District Council have taken no steps to obtain urban powers to
regulate slaughter honses in their district. Seven of them were inspected, and the work of
the officials should be strengthened by bringing such premises under proper control, and also
in & thérough sanitary condition, because, although the medical officer of health and sanitary
nspector visit them as they do, from time to time, they cannot effectuslly take steps to

remedy deficiencies.
" TABLE VIIL—-OFFENSIVE TRADES.
| TRl E RS = g 1 *
z;:::?ﬂi? Bye-Laws. | Inspection.
T
Selby Urban ...| None Registered A
Selby Rural 5 i = =S

Bone boiling, fat rendering, and gut cleansing, are carried on at several places in the

Urban District, but they are not registered, nor are they subject to any bye-laws. Under such

circumstances it would be difficult to deal with any new business which mighi be begun, even

though it was not in conformity with the ideas of the Council. There is also a knacker’s yard

- in the urban district where carcases of horses, etc., are boiled and treated for manure, and

" these premises are licensed. The effluvia from one of the boiling m is carried by a

- 2} inch iron pipe to the underside of the five box. In the other case there is a 6 inch pipe
connected with the chimney, and the gases do not pass through the fire.

Without bye-laws the existing offensive trades eannot be regulated satisfactory.

TABLE IX.—COMMON LODGING HOUSES.

s e

Number. Eye-Laws. | Registration. | Inspectinn

Selby Urban ] 1867 | Yes Yes
Selby Rural 1 - v e -

——— =
B |
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TABLE XIIa —COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF DEATH CAUSES IN
TWO DECADES.

- Ten Years. | Ten Years. : Ten Years. | Ten Years.
Selby Union.” 1871-80. | 1881-90. 1871-80 | 1881-90
|
Meax PorvLarios .« 16,008 | 15,550 ’| Cancer ... s 085 076
e o | Borofala .. .. 018 ?
nhual Death-rates per 1,000 — (| Tabes Mesonterien ... 0-40 0-21
ALL CAURES ... - 20081 |17 7L Il Phthisiz ... e 144 1-87
Bmall-pox v 0r02 001 I Hydrocephalus wa -84 7
Measles E i b 020 N Bratem 28 40
Searlet Fovar vee 1704 08 :| 'S GEE::‘,EEH n1 1.5; fgﬂ
Triphtheria . 020 | DaAT | | Hespil‘atm:j o 2-pB 244
Whooping Cough ... r41 i 031 | g | Digestive S G 097
‘l'j.'plll‘lu e 000G | 001 Z | Urinary ... DeE8 038
Enterie Fever ... . 028 0-17 = \Generative ... 007 05
Bimple Continned Fever .. 18 003 Childbirth T 05
Puerperal Fever ... i 01B 008 il s 009
Diarrheen and Dysentery e TB 054 Othar Vialenes N |I 073
Cholera Nostras ... 57 .. OeDd 00 || O Ebar oo 4-07 414

* This Table also relates to the whole of the Selby Union, including the parts in the East Riding.

In Table XII the actual deaths are given with the corresponding rates per 1000 of the
persons living. In the supplementary table a companson 15 made of death canses in two ten
year periods. ‘The general improvement in the mortality from each infectious diseage is worthy
of note. The deaths from cancer has been doubled during the decade, 1851-18%H).

TABLE XIIL—VACCINATION.

Percentage of Children bora in year stated, and reckoned as " unvaccinated,”
becausze not accounted for as “ successfully vaccinated,” * insusceptible of vaccination,”
“ had smallpox,” or “ died unvaccinated.”

Vear. Selby Union.* West Riding. | England and Wales.
1887 &0 -G 71
1888 21 12-2 85
1889 24 1560 99
1800 14 16-6 113
1891 a5 17-6 184 -
1892 3’1.’ 178 14-9
1898 47 152 115
1804 &7 208 192
1595 46 2005 205
1896 | 48 219 200
1807 ? 208 22-7

* The entire Sclby Union, inelnding the East Riding portion.

The Selby folks have evidentl ped the first and greatest argument in favour of
vaecination, in that it has enormously ﬁ?xﬁmiﬁhuﬂ the death-rate from Small-pox. They are a
well vaccinated people, and to that extent have secured themselves against the ravages of this
loathsome disease. The death-rate however, conveys no adequate ideaof the injury which
Small-pox may caunse to a population, if left unchecked. It should never be forgotten that
vacecination should be well and thoroughly done if the best protection is to be obtained.

N .
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TABLE XIV.
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.
DISTRICT. e | T g e 1
NAME AXD | remer | Zxd | HEIER:
QUALIFICATIONS, |Appeinemens.| S5 |  Favanr |§0§|2 88
l : ! : i El !n”:j'sfz"
| & & 1].]
Salby Urban J. Mitehell Wilson, M.D»,, D.P.H.| Seven | 1879 16 O O | Yoz Yes
Years |
Selby Rural Do. do. do. o T {52 () AL TH e R
i SANITARY INSPECTOR. |
| r=y 1 : i = . "N il B
DISTRICT. | e i | f F i3 : Torat
: Hame, &c  |ppooinrment, EE-E SaLany. | i‘jé! Other Dhatics, BALAEY.
| B 1257
| > I B [ (e [ PHTep
SBelby Urban ... R. Bruce Me- | Annoal | 1896 | 85 0 O | Yes| Smveyor (260 0 0
™ 1" Grepor anay |
Belby Roral ...| Thos. Braith- - 1000 | 90 0 O | Yes| Surveyor (250 0 0
waiba Canal Boats
i Ingpector

In the following Table, B. stands for boys. G. for girls.

TABLE XV.—SCHOOLS.

L for Infants, and M. for mixed.

| Certiied |Average | [ =V
Diate of | Cortified [MVERES| Closet w Lavatory and | Cloak
District. T ol Schoal. mﬁim il ’1:':::_; 7h - Ventlatlon. :'i.ttuml:i:llll‘nn.i :in;;‘;r. I;::.?E.;;'.“ Hll;::n
| ' e [ :
‘Selby Urban| Abbey Chureh M. |1353 ' | 855 New portion  Trongh Yes Mo proper lava-' Fairly
National | 1595} | good.” Ol tory. Only good
I. 1085 | |  portion not ' onn sink
I | good [
i i - M. I | 1871 | 248 iUnaiu‘tisfa.cm:}' Trongh Yes 8 Basing only L:‘ngﬁ.l_ig-
3 | actory
o Wesloyan .o M. L | 1883 | 510 | 8061 |Unsatisfactory| Trongh Yes | Insufficient Unsatis-
| : [ . | lavatory fuctory
“ Boman Cathelie ... M. L | — 268 | 158 | Unsatisfactory Trough Yoz | Insofficient Very
lavatory unsatis-
Selby Rural | ' e ; 3y factory
Barlow ...| National wo MLI. | — | 80| 45 |Unsatisfactory,  C.P.M. None | No lavatory = Very
| | | | nn=aiis-
| fnctory
Biggin ... Boand J M.I | 1584 b4 81 Fair P M. Mone | No lavatory Small
Brayton ... Nationai o M.L | 1872 | 218 | 122 New portion, C.P.M. large | None | No lavatory = Unsatis-
| | much better  and foul factory
| | than the old
Camblesforth Endowed J 6T — 40 24 Ventilation and (.P.AL None | Mo lavatory = Unsatis-
| lighting bad factory
Oarlton ... National . M.L | 1862 159 | 59  Unsatisfactory Pail Pomp | Mo lavatory | Unsatis-
[ facto
io .. M.L | 1870 | 202 | 88 Unsatisfactory Cesspits | Nene | Insufficient | U
it Roman Catholie | I | s tory pi > faetory
Cawood ... Endowed «f B. | 1RED| 125 65 | Unsatisfaetory C.P.AL None | Ko lavaiory E::ﬂutu—
| | ﬂrl?'
u i 55 @ L | 1876 148 | 112 :l:nmlinfutor_-r C.PAM. foul | None | No lnvatory Fair
Chapel Had- National oo MLI. | 1875 | 112 5d | Unsatisfactory| C.P.AL very | None = No lavatory = Unsalis-
dlesey | large !I'n.l:'t.c-r:r
Drax ... Endowed o BLI | 1804 | 110 76| Good Box Yus Good Grood
{ [ |
Grataforth .”IEMnm:ﬂ 4 L 1880 | — | 15 [Sash Windowss O.PAL None | Mo lavalory | None
| |
Hambleton | National .,.! M.I | 1872 | 200 | 102 |Unsatisfactory Box | None = No lavatory. | Unsatis.
| | | | One to be con-| factory
| : ! | structad
Hirst National ML | 18801 75| pa | Unsatisfictory| C.PAL | Nome | No lavatory Unsate-
Courts | | ' | factory
Loug Dru.! Endowed e o 8 ll 1897 ‘ 86 i 15 | Batisfactory | O.P.M. foul | Pump | Marble basin Igﬁun-
Y
Newland ... Endowed e G.L | 1895 | 84| 14 | Satisfactory Pail Rain-| Both Good = Good
| water
Wistow ... Parochial === ML L ‘ 1876 | 178 | 090 Fair Very ;:;1] | None | Nolavalory = Good
: C.P.M. e ) "
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Loaxs CONTRACTED UNDER THE Pupnic HEALTH AcTs.
SELEY URBAN DISTRICT.

Yoar, Scwerage, Waterworks. Baths
£ i £ S EE
1851 BOOD — =
1846 S | 6000 =
1942 = | G0 —
1884 — [ 750 | =
1890 T 05 ] Ml =
16802 500 —_ | -
1895 950 850 -
1599 900 540 ‘ =
1900 - = H000

A sound state of sanitary defence cannot be attained without expenditure of money. Tt
may be said the choice lies between sickness and death (it may be poverty and pauperism),and
what is after all, if undertaken judiciously and progressively, a relatively small out ay.

It is gratifying to record that the sanitary administration has been and is conducted with
a due sense of the responsibilities imposed upon the Urban Distriet Council by the Health
Laws. This has been due to a large extent to the constant and active initiative of the Health
cers in bringing information before the Council. They have been encouraged to point out
sanitary defects, and to record them in reports which should be a true reflex of the sanitary
condition and requirements of the district.
Though much has been done to strengthen the defences against disease, there still
remain some channels in which the energy of the Sanitary Authority might be beneficially

In a growing town like Selby too much care cannot be displayed in producing and
maintaining a hig standard of sanitation, particularly in connection with new property. Any
fear of interference with development will be disastrous to future healthiness.

If Pasteur's famous aphorism be true that *it is in the power of man to canse all

ﬁlﬂlﬁ.‘: diseases to diar.%];sear from the earth,” then there is need of a greater extension of
application of the remedies already within our knowledge.

Preventable sickness unprevented is a crime against the community, and preventable
death not prevented is contrary to nature's law. Unfortunately, in the 11'|t|.’cm'i1.\xlI world, the
unseen to the layman has little or no danger in it. If bacilli were as large as grizzly bears
then one 18 justified in saying there would be no end of samitation.

RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO SELBY URBAN DISTRICT.

The following items are suggested for consideration :—

(1) Provision of a public abattoir instead of the unsatisfactory slaughter-houses now
in use.

(2) Continued conversion of all water-closeta flushed directly from the service-pipe
to modern systems, and of privy-middens to water-carriage.

(3) Further action under the Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1890.

(4) Improvement of yards in older property, and of back streets generally.

(5) Provision of bye-laws to control offensive trades, and up-to-date regulations
relating to cowsheds and dairies.

(6) More rigorous supervision of Common Lodging Houses.

Mention need not be made of the provision of Isolation, Disinfector, and Ambulance,
because there is every prospect that this will soon be undertaken.
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CAWOOD.

Cawood is a large straggling parish of 2801 acres, which had a population of 1008 in 1591.
“The town population has been practically stationery during the nineteenth century, though in
-earlier times, particularly in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, it must have been a busy

It is famous in its association with the downfall of the great Cardinal Wolsey. The
town 15 44 miles north-west from Selby, and is now connected with it by a light railway
through Wiston. It is also connected with the East Riding by an iron bridge erected in 1871.
In this parish we find the half-pipe open sewer on the side of the highway, which though it
has its advantages has also great disadvantages. Sewers were laid in King Street, Threadgold
Lane, and part of Rythergate in 1877, but there is no proper system of sewers. The water supply
18 obtained from wells, the River Ouse, and the Bishopdyke. In summertime the water of the
Ouse is said to be “ thick as pudding,” but the warp in settling in a tub takes the solids with
it and leaves fairly clear supernatant liguid. Ther%yhe receives the sewage of a number of
houses as well as slanghter-houses and several stables and cowsheds, and though the drinking
of this water has been credited as the cause of enteric fever, it is still used. In 1877 Dr.
Parsons, and in 1895 Dr. Mitchell Wilson called attention to the necessity of a proper water
nupp]g to Cawood.

8 might be expected in an ancient town like this, there is a variety of dwellings in as
varied conditions of repair. BSeveral houses bear dates about 1735, and almost invariably the
sgliding windows are immovable from want of use or from old painting. Absence of spouting,
especially on out-houses, was noted, and in several of the houses the ceiling is low. Many of
the coltages are damp, and the yards are badly made. There is some crowding of houses on
Ared. privy middens are sometimes illplaced and too near the honses, as in Threadgold
Lane. BSeveral privies discharge their contents in Bishopdyke. There are about one dozen
-empty cottages. Rentals were noted in several cases as low as 1s. 9d. weaklf;, and there arve
one or two cottages at 9d. a week. There are four almshonses for females, substantially built

in 1839 but now very ﬂnm[:. The May-pole still stands in Wistowgate ; the gas works were
opened in 1856. The girls’ school is undoubtedly overcrowded, and the closets are in peed of
attention: there are no lavatories at any of the schools. Much improvement would result
from the asphalting of the yards. : L
X There are three slanghter-houses, but they are not registered, as the Rural District
Council have not yet obtained urban powers for their regulation. They send their liquid
refuse into Bishopdyke.

CHAPEL HADDLESEX.

Tn Chapel Haddlesey there are only 45 houses, seven of them empty at present, but in
1891 there were 50 houses, and only three unoceupied. Several houses require attention either
a8 to their structure or surroundings. In two cottages occupied by Messrs, Bainbridge and
Hudson the walls are damp, the drainage defective, and the yard behind insanitary. A pig is
kgpt, on elevated cround, with no {lrmuage wtmpa-.r:;r, and the f:ll‘t-h from this, along with
droppings from fowls, is washed towards the dwellings ; the rental is 1s. 9d. per week. Several

damp cottages were seen. In a house in course of erection it was noticed that although
& damp course was provided for the outer walls there was none for any of the inner walls.

leney or want of spouting is too common. At one house seven fowls were confined in a
mnd-puddle 12 ft. by 4 ft. The difference between the maximum and minimum elevation 1s
-only 6 ft. thronghout the distriet.

Several complaints were heard in this neighbourhood about the * horrid, sickening stinks ™
from the River Aire, caused by the trituration of the contaminated liquid over the Weir close
by the village. One woman stated that it was pot unusual to feel sick, and to see others
vomiting in hot weather, and particularly just before rain fell.

DRAX,

Drax is a parish of 968 acres, inhabited by 382 persons. In 1801 the population was
estimated at 221, since when these figures gradually increased to 446 in 1561, and then
declined to the present number. In 1891 there were 91 inbabited houses, and in 1900
only 73, all of them being congregated in the village, which is a little over seven miles from
Qelby town. The difference between the highest and lowest altitude is less than five feet, the
maximum being only 151 0.p. ‘The Register dates from 1600, so one expeets to find some
.old houses. . ) . .

There are several almshouses—one-deckers—in connection with a Charity, but they are
generally in bad repair. There are, however, some substantixlly built houses and shops, and
& number of back-to-back houses. Fixed windows, absence of drainage, ashpit, and spouting
were noted in several s. One house, occupied by a * hind,” is so damp as to be scarcely
habitable ; several are dilapidated. Two cowhouses are in an unsatisfactory condition; one
at the eastern end of the village is very badly drained and lighted, in fact, it was difficult to
enter it because of liquid and manure accumulations between 1t and the dwelling-house.

There are some pipe sewers which discharge their contents into ditches.
Water is obtained from wells.

Drax Grammar School, established in the reign of Charles IL., a.p. 1867, was rebuilt
in 1859. A new school (endowed) was erected in 1894, in accordance with modern ideas.
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HIRET COURTNEY.

~ Hirst Courtney is a small parish of 630 acres, adjc-iuiuf_v the River Aire. The population
m 1891 was 116, and has varied little since the beginning of the nineteeth century. E’rnmiuni[}r
the whole of the houses are concentrated in the village. The variation in levels is less than
6 ft., the maximum height in the parish being 22 ft. Several houses bear dates 1739 and 1773,
and several are empty. Defective drainage, fixed windows, bad spouting and dampness are
the chief defects. me houses are at times flooded by overflow from the River Aire.

. Wells, with pumps, d};mviﬂu the water, and at one farm its colour changes after rain,
This supply has been condemned by the Medical Officer of Health, but is still in use,

There is evidently a poor appreciation here of the necessity of properly housing cows,
One cowhouse for two cows measures 11 ft. 3 in. by 8 ft. by § ft. high. ¥

A section of this cowshed ap:qﬂm somewhat as shown in the margin, but
the occupiers state that * they only make butter.” At another place the pig

and donkey occupy the new brick premises, and two cows a wooden erection.

At the school, the stone ledge of the privy midden is used to sharpen slate pencils. The

nd 15 concreted, and has a clean appearance. The windows of the school swing on a

central pivot, and new modern seats and desks have been provided. In the infant department
the ventilation is defective, and the room smells very stuffy. It is proposed to provide at an
early date a proper cloak-room.

B
' J,h.:, 5 LITTLE FENTON.
~ Lattle Fenton parish contains 779 acres, with a population of 72 persons in 15 houses

&t the census of 1801. The district viewed on paper forms a promontory into the Tadcaster
Union. The houses, though sparsely distributed, might be deseribed as forming a hamlet on
the Fox Dyke, a tributary of the Selby Dam. The population is stationary. There was some
interchange of territory with the Tadeaster Union in 1861,

The pansh is practically level, as the variation does not exceed two feet.
Water is obtained from wells.

Some lengths of pipe sewer have been laid, but the house drainage is primitive. Want
of eavespouts and dampness noted.

LONG DRAX.

Long Drax had 83 houses upon an area of 1683 acres in 1891, At present there are 30.
The houses are scattered over the district and do not form any distinet aggregation unless the
few houses alongside the River Ouse can be reckoned a hamlet. The ancient glory of this
place has departed, and there remains only a mound to mark the site of the Drax Priory,
which once contained a flourishing community, and was founded in the twelfth century in the
reign of Henry the First. It was suppressed at the time of the reformation. History records
that the existence of an island on the Ouse, a httle npstream from Long Drax, and at the
mouth of the Derwent, but the confinement of the River and the I1igT| embankment has
altered entirely the physical features of this loeality.

‘The variations in altitudes are only four feet. A very fine triple girder bridge spans the
River Ouse to carry over the Hull and Barnsley Hailway. ‘T'he central girder swings open to
allow the navigation of the River which is here about 100 yards in width. There is also a
boat-ferry between the Railway and the confluence of the Derwent with the Ouse.

The inhabitants along the Riverside drink the water of the Ouse after settlement of the
guspended Solids. Iven where there is a pump the River water is preferred. Several of
these houses are not in a satisfactory state of repair. The house slops are disposed of upon
the ground.

Record should here be made of the life of some farm labourers, who sleep in an old hovel,
several of them in a stable, with only straw or old sacking between them and the clay or stone
floor. Bacon adorned the walls anﬂ)t'h&m was one basin for ablutions. 1 am told they seldom
remove their clothing but Nansen-like they get inside the sacks. Under such conditions
these persons might easily be a menace to public health.

NEWLAND.

Newland parish consists of 2296 acres, cccupying the delta at the confluence of the Rivers
Aire and Ouse. A small island in the estuary belongs to Newland. The population of 261 in
1891 has varied little in number during the century. BSome farmbouses are 1 good condition,
but several cottages appear damp, and in need of alteration.

Houses drain directly into the River Aire, to which drains have been provided.
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