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INTRODUCTION.

| i 7 i Gt ol St g [
To Mrs. O % % % & % »,

Mapawm,

Y OU and your fair companion have reduced me to a

great dilemma. From the moment I gave my word,

you had a right in what I promifed, and I can no
more retain it, without your leave, than I dare convert the pro-
perty of my neighbor to my own ufe. But I am bound alfo in
gratitude to comply with your requeft. You to whom I am in-
debted for the happinefs of eight days: a happinefs fo much
beyond what falls to the lot of common mortals; you, to whom
I am thus indebted, may furely challenge the flender fervices of
my pen. But if in an evil hour, I made a rath promife ; orif I
miftook an inclination, for a capacity, as often happens in fuch
cafes, you muft anfwer with me for the event : the lefs I have
faid to the purpofe, the lefs I fhall anfwer the ends of writing.

It is true, fince I have been more my own matfter, than men
of my level, in point of fortune, are generally difpofed to make
themfelves 3 inftead of reaping improvement from other mens
labors, vanity, which no man, but efpecially no author, is with-

' : B out,
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out, induced me to trade boldly on my own ftock of memory
and obfervation. The beft way to compute my gain, is by the
profit others have received, of which themfelves are the beft
judges. The poet fays, ¢ No vanity is given in vain.,”” Indeed
when our vanity is animated with zeal for the welfare of man-
kind, our very weaknefs becomes our ftrength, and receives a
luftre which neither wit, nor riches, learning nor beauty, can
give without it. But it was not vanity alone, nor yet the fer-
vice of mankind ; I was in a mood to {fcribble. And I had a
further reafon for writing, and that not the worft: I nap some-
THING TO SAY,

You muft confider thefe LETTERS, tho' more difficult to write
in a proper manner, compared with the hiftory of florifhing or
ruined empires, as mufhrooms which grow f{pontancoufly in a
night, to a fine plantation of oaks. To the one, an ingenious
cook might have given fome relifh for an evening’s repaft : but
the other delights the eye, gives fuel and timber, and affords a
luxuriant f{helter to the tired traveller, through a longer period
than the life of man. This alfo feems to be the diftin&ion, be-
tween the common herd of writers, who deal in trifling mat-
ter, and thofe by whom mankind are really benefited.

I have garnithed my difh with fome beautiful flowers tranf-
planted in my early days of life ; thefe are grown up with me,
without fading in my memory ; I have nothing better to prefent -

you, therefore I defire you will accept of them. I always
- found it moft eafy to remember rules and maxims delivered
“in verfe ; philofophy, harmonized by numbers, was my favorite
reading ;
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reading; and what peLiGuTs the imagination, whilft it Nou-
risues the underftanding, feems natural, in the youthful part of
life, to gain a preference to that which improves the underftand-

ing only.

You will find feveral paffages in thefe letters in the ftrain of
rhapfody, fuch as the {ubje& leads to, and as it rifes {pontane-
oufly, not premeditated, nor yet reftrained by any eftablithed

rule of writing,

Like an author of quality, or as one who afpires high in his
DEDICATION, you fee. my book has a fplendid cover to recom-
mend it *; and becaufe I travel through the clouds, and treat of
celeftial matters, as well as thofe which merely belong to the
earth, the gilded leaves may be looked upon as alluding to the
glory of the fun, and not as an offering to mammon ; for you are
to fuppofe fo philofophical a writer can have no immoderate at-
tachment to gold. The green binding will naturally remind
you of the livery of nature, and from thence carry your mind
to groves, and meads, and lawns.

A mere journal, without any ftriking occurrence, could have
given me as little pleafure in writing, as you in reading. I there-
fore throw it into the form of letters ; if there is any {pirit in
them, it is derived entirely from the perfons to whom they are
addrefled.  But in any cafe you may confider them as true
pictures of my mind, which letters to our friends are generally

fuppofed to be.
B .2 As

* Thefe letters were originally defigned to remain in manufcript.
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As the leaft pardonable fault in an author is prolixity, mo-
dern letter-writers {feem to have eftablifhed it as a rule to avoid
being tedious, tho’ they leave you to imagine a great deal more
than they exprefs. Happy it is for readers who by the force of
their own fancy, or judgment, can draw amufement and in-
ftru&tion, by fupplying what the author does not exprefs. Yau
are one of this number ; but in general this is not the cafe:
{fome people think much and read little ; others read much and
think little. In the laft cafe, where the mind meets a gratifi-
cation, it is painful to be left to its own fuggeftions ; we rather
with for {atiety than hunger. Yet I believe the moft effe@ual
way to anfwer the true purpofe of reading, in general, is to
leave the mind under a kind of necefity of exerting its faculties.
For the fame reafon it is more eafy to catch inftru&ion by hints,
than by elaborate dilcourfes.

You may obferve further, that as dramatic writers heighten
their charaGers beyond real life, moralifts are apt to be too ab-
ftrated. I hope you are fafe with regard to any thing I fhall
advance. But having laid down thefe principles, I muft di-
vide even my proem into parts, 1 am yours, &e.

FeH D Ea BRI
To the fame.

MADAM,
HATEVER fate attends the tafk I undertake, common:
prudence bids me to remind you, that five of our eight

days journey were clapfed before a thought of my writing a
journal
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journal was fuggefted. But if I had memory to recolle&, it
requires {kill to give defcriptions of the fplendid apparatus of
great men’s houfes, or of thofe delightful fcenes which have been
the objeds of your amufement.

Befides, you are not to think I am in TarTarIAN defarts now,
but in a land where every mole-hill has its ingenious commen-
tator, and where every particle of foil has been ftudied. I only
wifh I had language to convey the ideas, from whence I receive
that portion of delight which I enjoy myfelf. It is true a man
may talk like a sainT and be a pevir ; fo he may difcourfe with
propriety upon objects of tafte, with very few of thofe fenfations
which excite the applaufe of the heart, where the joy is chiefly
feated.

There is another difficulty which occurs to me. I have fome-
where read, I believe it is in LORD PETERBOROUGH’s. letters to
Mr. rorE, in which there is mention made of writing to two la-
dies. ¢ If, fays he, T tell one that fhe is as fair as venus, and
¢ the other that fhe excels prana in chaftity, neither of them
“ will be pleafed.” But leaving this to your own good fenfe, I
think it effential to obferve, that if I do not mix the little de-
licacy and politenefs which I am mafter of, with the aufterity of
the philofopher, and the zeal of the chriftian, you will think, if
you are not tempted to fay, * What an ill-bred fellow this is,
¢ who pretends to write under circumftances which require ac-
‘¢ complifhments fo much fuperior to his!I”” Remember, thisis
the very thing I acknowledge, and by the acknowledgment ac-~
quit myfelf.

3 Thus,
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Thus, Madam, where the writer has but little” to fay in the
defcriptive part; where politics and commerce are imperti-
nence ; where invention is forbidden, becaufe the defign is to
relate pure hiftorical fa&, his chief dependance is on rELIGION,
the moft important and moft neceffary of all fubjects. = And is
this inconfiftent with the familiar ftile of letters ? Whether it
be fo'or not, it is a part of the true hiftory of your travels.
You will find the fubje& moft familiar to my thoughts, and in
which I give myfelf an unreftrained indulgence. I have drefled
her in as pleafing a garb as my tafte, and her appearance in fuch
polite company, permits. Would to Gop fhe were more wel-
come in modern Adlemblies, which think themfelves elegant
and refined in their purfuits of pleafure! If from trivial inci-
dents, we can draw inftru@ion of high concernment, and make
the proper applications, we may fafely pronounce that our time
is not loft.

If I was lefs ferious in your company than I am in my writ-
ing, you may learn this from it, that there is a great difference,
in the comparifon of fome men’s MaNNERs, by which I mean
their ordinary addrefs and deportment in the world, and their
cast oF THouGHT. Tis the laft which influences their actions
moft, which forms their {pirits, gives them that charaéer by
which they are beft diftinguifhed from each other, and makes
them acceptable or unacceptable to heaven. You muft ac-
knowledge, that whether it relate to ourfelves, or others, itisa
much nobler tafk to mend the nearT, than to amufe the
FANCY.

We.



Ay R @ Lin® G V. -

We are fometimes furprized to {ee a man, whom we firft
knew by his writing, {fo much more lively than we imagined ;
as we are, that one who appeared like the reft of the world in
converfation, fhould become ferious as foon as he takes a pen in

his hand.

If you are thus drawn in to be lefs gay than you NTENDED,.
or to think lefs pleafingly of me than you pesirep, make the
beft ufe of it you can; you may be equally fincere, and profit
by your fincerity, Be aflured that I am ferious, where the {ub-
je& is {fo: indeed I cannot difpofiefs my mind of an opinion I
have long entertained, that life itfelf is a ferious thing : there-
fore I appeal to your ferious thoughts, not your gay ones, and
ftand acquitted or condemned by them. Was I to write unlike
myfelf, I {hould be ftill lefs agreeable to you, who can diftin-
guifh nature from art; for it is true in one fenfe, according to
the poet, that

““ No man is, for being what be is, in Sault
““ But for not being what be would be thought.”

Under thefe circumftances the ‘more you exercife your own
underftanding, the better you will fupply the defeéls of mine:
and if I have told you any thing to the purpofe, why need I
apologize ?

O facred TrutH it is thy caufe which I efpoufe! but who
can tread in all thy fteps, or follow thee in all thy paths | Permit.
me, at leaft, to offer my prayers at thy fhrine. I profefs myfelf
thy votary, and adore thy charms. Thy influence cheers and:
2 exalts
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exalts the heart that diligently {eeks thee, hide not thyfelf from
mine ; there is nothing truly pleafing without thee ; nothing
delights when thou art abfent |

But, Madam, I have heard it faid, that if we follow TruUTH
too clofe, fhe will kick our teeth out ; and that, amiable as fhe
is, few ladies love her, becaufe her food is too hard for their
digeftion. I hope this is not the cafe. On the contrary, you
will certainly receive fome pleafure, from that part of this ac-
count which relates to your adventures, becaufe you know it
is true; and it will afford you fome joy to travel over the fame
ground on the wings of imagination. I am yours, &.

I B A0 RS RSE T
To the fame.

MADAM,
ERHAPS you will complain that I have taken fo many
flights into the fkies, as hardly to leave you at liberty
to purfue your journey upon the earth. If this were really the
cafe, I might thus deccive you into the enjoyment of a hap-
pinets, much fuperior to any you could receive from a mere
narrative.

The great fault of mankind lies in expetting too much,
whether of life in general, or of particular parts of it. You
recolle&® what you faw, heard, or underftood. It was nothing
extraordinary, but as you might by a fkilful management of
your mind, render the incidents pleafing or inftru&ive : and
yet, I know fo much of the heart, that you expe& fomething
ftrange, or pretty, or NEw.

Thus



FALSE HOPES.' 9

Thus it is: we commit ourfelves to the guidance of fancy,
and away it flies with us in fearch of things which have no exift-
ence, or where the reality by no means patterns the imagi-
nation ; and what is worfe, we hardly ever undeceive ourfelves.
The attentive experience of a fhort life teaches us that we are
not Mape for any lafting joys, except fuch as arife from health
and a good confcience. Happy are we when we learn what is
meant by thefe, and think it peLicHT, to be free from pain; and
PLEASURE, to be cONTENTED ; and mapriNEss, to feel the rower
and erricacy of virtue. Then it is we form true notions of
earthly felicity ; and not in fearch of imaginary joys, defpife or
overlook the happinefs which we are ReaLLy capable of.

We have the utmoft reafon to think that happinefs is within
every one’s reach ; the happinefs I mean which is intended for
us by the wife author of nature. To acquire this we need burt
think well and ac right. The rule prefcribed is very plain and
intelligible, but the pra&ice of it, indeed, requires GrREAT CARE
anD circuMspEcTION, If upon making the trial we flill find
our ftate lefs happy, than we conceive ourfelves capable of be-
ing, let us quicken our fpeed for the glorious prize in view ;
we know it cannot become entirely ours in the regions on this

fide the grave.

You fee I have begun my journaL LETTERs, With the folem-
nity of a dedication, and the length of a preface, which toge-
ther fometimes contain the quinteflence of a whole book. If I

have faid any thing which has a tendency to promote the caufe
C of
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of virtue, I am in your debt for it; and it is no fmall increafe

of my own happinefs, to have an opportunity of giving you
this proof that I am, withsthe greateft refpe&,

Mapawm,

Your moft fincere,
and moft obedient

{fervant,

H %5 % % %+

F A RT
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PACRe Te For]

From PORTSMOUTH 20 SHAFTSBURY;

With many MORAL REFLECTIONS,
not foreign to the purpofe.

LE T T.ER IV,

To Mrs. D s % x
Mapam,

FYORTSMOUTH had been now, for many months, the

rendezvous of the fafhionable world ; every gay young
man of fortune, and woman alfo, in their circle of joyous
amufements, took a tranfient view of it ; whilft thofe who have
a relifh of one of the nobleft fights, which art or induftry has
yet produced, confidered our fleet of capital fhips, at this time
in particular, with delight and exultation. I was in fearch of
health, but I enjoyed much pleafure alfo, on the water, in the
company of lively fea warriors, diftinguithed for their good
fenfe as well as good nature. If to thefe we add that honefty
of heart {o peculiar to military men, we muft reckon them
amongft the moft worthy part of mankind.

We left this place in the morning, and went on board a fix-
oar'd barge as far as serrueap, where Mifs Hy 4 5 » joined
C2 * * our
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our company ; and here we embarked in the commiflioners
yatch.. The ftru&ure and elegance of this fmall veffel feem to
vie with each other ; the whole is converted into apartments,
yet it is furprifing, from her external appearance, how much
room and convenience there is in her.

The brightnefs of the fky, the coolnefs of the air, the gentle
breezes, all confpired to afford delight ; but unluckily the winds
proving contrary, we were obliged to quit this agreeable man-
ner of failing, and take to our fix-oar’d barge. O what a
falling off was here! You who had been {o often rowed in
pomp, by ten white-fhirted, black-capp’d, joyful mariners, was
now, by a hard deftiny, condemned to plow the waters, for
twenty tedious miles, with fix poor dockmen!—So a traveller,
who was out of humor, might tell the fiory : but in truth they
were ftout fellows, and performed their duty well; there was
no want of room in the boat, and we were much obliged to
Mlﬂi H**ﬁ-*ﬁ*-

Your good humor began immediately to difplay itfelf ; and
tho’ a low’ring fky came on, every object was pleafing : and we
no longer lamented the lofs of the yatch, from which we foon
rowed out of fight. Pafling by the villages of sTussiNGTON
and HELHEAD on the right, the 1sLE oF wicHT appears on the
left with all the charms which woods and lawns with a beauti-
ful inequality of ground, and the livelieft verdure, can exhibit.

At the height of TrcuFieLD rR1vER, whofe waters reach about
twenty miles to wesT MEAN, the northweft point of the 1sLE
3 oF
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or wigHT, at the diftance of about twelve miles, drew your
attention. From the flatnefs of the ground, one might be led
to imagine the trees grew in the fea, or were feparated fome
diftance from the fhore.

On the other fide of this ifland, is HursT casTLE, built by
HENRY vIIL as a guard to the new foreft, and from whence
CHARLES I, it is faid, was removed to the famous carEszroox
CASTLE, in the 1sLE oF wicuT, the ruins of which you lately
{aw.

Oppofite to TICHFIELD RIVER lie EasT and WEsT cowEs, which
form the entrance into the delicious river which leads to new-
porT. Do you remember the adventures of our parTv, and
the rapture which the company exprefs’d when we rowed up
this river, a few wecks before, the boat’s crew keeping time
to the mufic of rrEncH horns? Let us record in the annals of
fame, till moth fhall confume this humble manufcript, the
gallant heroes of this jovial train, our honored friends Mr.
Woens, Mr. Dsss, Cﬂptains Husnnsnry, Prrsw, Sensnwns,
R s swnws Hanwww and major By s x4 %4 Heaven preferve them
all to fight our battles! Nor muft we forget the amiable Mrs.
H s % 2%, the warbling Mifs Hus## %, the good-natured fenfible
Mifs Bux % »##, the gentle Mifs Bux »x, and her fprightly fifter.
I am yours, &c.

L E T-
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Li- B TR R N
To the fame.

Mapawm,

E had now a fair view of cavssor casTre, which is

built on the eaft point of the new foreft. This wood
is famous in ftory. Here it was that wiLLIAM THE CONQUEROR
deftroyed many towns and villages for thirty miles round ; and
expoled many thoufands, perhaps fome more virtuous than him=
felf, to mifery, for the gratification of his pleafure in hunting =
and yet he might then lay the foundation of the glory of this
nation, in the oaks which grew here, and the fhips which were
made with them. At this diverfion, and in this foreft, his fon
king wiLLiam RUFUs loft his life.  'WaLTer TyrRrREL was the
name of the man, who fhooting an arrow at a deer, it ftruck a
tree, and {lanting off, wounded the king to death.

You may imagine the fuperftition of the times led men to
impute the accident to the judgments of heaven, for the crimes
of the father in diftrefling the inhabitants of this part of the
country. It might be fo: but the wifdom and mercy of men
being finite, and thefe attributes in Gop infinite, I think we
have no right to draw conclufions of this kind, efpecially in the
punifhment of children for the faults of their parents.

CavLsHoT casTLE is fuppofed capable of guarding the entrance
into souTHAMPTON water, which is not two miles broad, and

the channel for fhips very narrow. The land on both fides has
a very pleafing effect.  About two miles from the caftle, on the

3 oppofite
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oppofite fide, is the mouth of the river mamsLe, which flows
up part of twelve miles to pisHors-wartHaM. Would you in-
creale your pleafure in travelling, and enlarge your ideas? con- .
fider the different quarters of the compafs, and how rivers and
towns lie with refpe& to cach other,

I remember, the remarks you made on the wifdom of our
forefathers, in chufing the ,moft delightful fituations for their
convents and nunneries. If the precepts of chriftian  philofo-
phy allow of this kind of feclufion from the world, do you not
think that thefe pious mortals ought to be indulged in the en-
joyment of beautiful fituations ? Their innocence cannot be en-
dangered by it ; rather it teaches them the more exalted love
of him, by whofe power the face of the earth is covered with
{fo many objeds to delight the heart.

NerTLY-a8BY, by which we now pafled, is moft pleafantly
fituated. It is not fifty years fince the roof of this building was
flanding ; and there are faid to be many veftiges of grandeur
and convenience yet remaining. Clofe to the water is the ruins
of a fortification, which feemed to be the defence of the nun-
nery.  You longed to go afhore to fee this place more minute-

ly, and I fhould as gladly have waited on you.

Had it not been for the abhorrence of romisu fuperftition,
‘many a ftately edifice which is now in ruins, might have been
preferved and converted into {chools, or employed in other ufe~
ful purpofes. But fuch has been the fate of antient buildings,
which cofting much to repair, and new modes and fafhions be-
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ing adopted, are for thefe reafons generally negle&ted. I have
alfo heard it remarked, by fome ingenious perfons, that no houfe
ought to be built to laft above a hundred years, alledging that
the tafte of ages alters, and arts and induftry are much pro-
moted by building ; but I apprehend they will confent to give
to palaces and public edifices, a longer date.

From the entrance of souTHampTON water to the town, is
about ten miles ; and the diftance from rorrTsmouTH computed
three-and-twenty. We had been rive hours on our way, but
it did not appear above THrEE : If I could be difhoneft and flat-
ter, I thould fay it was not quite one. Except a voyage of about
three hundred miles, on the vorca, I never made one, in an
open boat, fo long as this; and neither in boat or thip, ever
half fo pleafing. My remembrance of the feveral objeéts which
prefented themfelves, is yet in full life. FareweLL.

IV TN R,
Zo the fame.

Mapam,

ETHOUGHT at the entrance into souTHAMPTON, that

the town might be much improved by walks on the
water-fide : but it is the miftake of mankind, and argues our
weaknefs ; that although the happinefs of a whole community is
concerned, no fkill nor coft are employed for the public ufe
except by accident: whilft the gardens of a private man are
often improved with the labor and art of ages.

What
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" What adds much to the charms of souTnameTON, is the river
iTcHIN : it 1s on the eaft fide, and reaches northward twelve
miles to WINCHESTER, &¢c. thence about nine to aLrEsrorbp,
where it branches into many lefler ftreams. How far it is af-
fected by the tide I forgot to enquire.  On the weftern fide of
the town is the river TeEs, whofe ftreams water RumMsEY, sTock-
BRIDGE, and wWHITCHURCH, for near thirty miles ; whence it ftill
communicates its ferpentine courfe fix or eight miles to the

eaftward.

SouTHampTON is well known in ftory for having a commo-
dious harbor for fhips, and carrying on a confiderable trade,
particularly with porTUGAL.  Like many of the leaft confider-
able ports it was once {ufpected of smuccLing, but I hope the
inhabitants are now too: virtuous to fly in the face of that go-
vernment, under which they are happy in the enjoyment of fo
many advantages. This town has feveral remains of antiquity,
particularly part of the old wall which once defended the place.
It is well peopled, and has five churches: the great ftreet is
remarkably broad and long. In this reign of saLTwaTER, great
numbers of people of diftin&ion prefer sournameron for bath-
ing ; but you agree with me, that the bathing-houfe is not
comparable to that of rorTsmouTH; not only as being {maller,
and uncovered, but here is no water, except at certain times of
the tide ; whereas at rorTsMouTH one may always bathe. Shall
you forget the proof we faw here of the fantaftical tafte of the
age we live in, by the bathing veftments, intended for the
ladies, being flounc’d and pink’d ?

D It
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It is recorded of canuTE, one of our antient kings, that he
took occafion at this place to check the parafites of his courrt,
who wantonly extolled his power. As he fat on the fhore, he
bid the tide not to approach him to wet his feet.  You fee what
little incidents are handed down to us by hiftorians.  No body
can doubt but that knaves and fools were as plenty in early times,
as they are nowj; and jult as little may be learnt from the
whim of that prince, as from your ITINERANT LETIER-WRI-
TERS, Who record the rpinkinG the fleeves of a bathing habit. -

But what can we fay of any town in 'the kingdom | How ea-
gerly we fly from'it ‘to fome rural feene, ‘to fuck in the ambro-
fial air ; to delight ‘the ear with the melody ‘of birds, and the
eye with fthady groves, and verdant lawns. This you remem-
ber was our cafe ; ‘'we had hardly ‘dined before we ‘went to pap-
woRTH to fee BEVis-MoUNT, the feat of the late ‘LorD PETER-
BoroucGH, now the property of colonel MorDANT.

In our way to this place, we paffed under the north gate of
‘the town, over which is the prifon: here we heard the praifes
fung of lady ax#s+, who lately lodged in the neighbourhood
of it, and the relief {he afforded the wretched perfons-confined,
is recorded to' her great honor, whilft all 'the balls and ‘enter-
tainments which have been made in this town, from the reign
of canuTe down to the prefent time, are buried in utter obli-
vion. If the memorial of a&s of beneficence are regifter’d in
heaven, carelefs as we often are, how that account may ftand,
we muft not be furprized that a lady’s charity thould be talked

of
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of to her praife, when the expenfive feaft, or the late hour, at
which her companions danced, evaporate like the blaze of
ftraw, remembered only by thofe who injure their health by
excefs, inftead of giving health and life to others by a generous
difpenfation of the goods of fortune. 1 am yours, &.

LB BT Kol VIF.
To the [ame.

Mapawm,

Y curiofity to view zevis mounT, was the ftronger from

my remembrance' of this noble lord at wrisson; 1

believe it was in the autumn 1736. Then it was Sir youN
NorRriS, who commanded a powerful fleet in the Tacus, paid
the laft honors, to the remains of this intrepid general, and fa-
gacious leader of armies. It was about the year 1705 when he
made {o rapid a progrefs through great part of the dominions
of spain. When he was in winter quarters at risson, how
often did he rife before the fun, and in perfon folicit the dif-
patch of bufinefs with pioco DE MENDONGA coRTE REAL, fecre-
tary of ftate to the late king of porTucaL. This faithful and
acute minifter was yet alive when Lorp PeTERBOROUGH came to
rispon, at the time juft mentioned, in hopes to protract life a
little while, under extreme age, and more extreme decay.
 Alas,” fays the good old fecretary, ¢ where now is all his
¢ martial ardor ?— Will he roufe me before the day, and not
¢ fuffer me to reft a moment till his bufinefs be done >~—Thole

¢ days are gone for ever : we muft all yield to the more power-
¢ ful arm of death I”

D2 You
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You know, Madam, this noble lord married Mrs. roInsax,
a perfon who fung upon the ftage ; but the made him an ad-
mirable wife. She too has lately taken her flight into the re-
gions of immortality.—The great globe itfelf will one day dil-
folve, heaven only knows how foon. In the mean while, it is
our glory and felicity to contemplate that almighty power by
which we exrsT ; and that bounty by which we are capable of
enjoying the various delights which the vifible world affords.

Bevis mounT is a mile from souTsampToN : it is but a {mall
houfe, and did not excite our curiofity to vifit the infide; but
the garden is extremely agreeable. On an’ eminence, by the
river fide, is a fummer, or banqueting houfe, of an agreeable
ftru@ure, and well furnithed. This fpot commands a beautiful
view of the town ; and on the eaft fide it looks down upon the
mouth of the river rrcuin, which is bordered by high banks
covered with wood. At the flowing tide it exhibits a charm-
ing piece of water : but it is remarkable, that the old Lorp
would never fuffer any body to be admitted into the gardens at
low-water.

There are many choice bufts of marble of various colours,
and feveral antient roman altars of the fame material. Do you
remember the limpid ftream which fell into a marble bafon,
where you allayed your thirft ; or rather where you drank, be-
caufe the water looked fo pure ? It is eafy to difcover how much
the garden might be improved, by taking in fome of the adja-
cent ground, which they told us the late Lozp intended. The

5 oppor-
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opportunities he had of making colle&ions of curiofities, and
the clegant tafte he has here fthewn, in this age of improvement
in gardening, are very demonftrable. I am very fincerely
yours, &

LB T E.R: VIIIL

ﬂ M?‘.F. Oiga}**m
Mapawm,

- Sabbath day’s journey among the jrws was not to exceed
| two thoufand cubits, making about the eighteenth part of
a mile. I prefume they meant by this, that there fhould not be
any travelling, properly {o called, unlefs in cafes of very urgent
neceflity, which deftroyed the common idea of TrRavELLING.
Would to Gob that chriftians were lefs faulty in this particular |
I hope he will forgive me: I have orrEx travelled on a funday,
tho’ feldom without going to church in the morning. I would
now have paid my devotion to heaven rirst, and to vou, as
one of the objeés moft worthy attention in the vifible world,
in the fecond place ; but you urged the neceflity of going im-
mediately to saLiseury to fee your friends, who were on the
point of Icavmg that place.

I thought it a hqppmﬁfs that we had juft time to take our:
leave of our charming fellow paffenger. Mifs Hsanss; and
after dilcharging ‘our reckoning at the porrHiN, we fet out.
Travelling a little way on the banks of souTaameToN water, near
the entrance of the Ters, we dire@ed our courfe to rumsey a .
market-town, famous for its antiquity, and for giving birth to
the ingenious sir wirLram pETTIT. Itisdiftant eight miles. The

country



22 REFLECTIONS o2 TOMB STONES.

country here is delightfully wooded, and abounds in corn lands
whilft the inequality of the ground affords an uninterrupted en-
tertainment to the eye. This crofs read, I prefume, is difficult
to pafs in the winter feafon.

From rumsky, purfuing our journey, we ftopt at the little
village, I think they called it wwmire parisu. Whilflt the
horfes were watering I ftrolled into the churchyard. Whether
from the confideration of our common mortality, or only for
the pleafure of filling up a vacant moment in any rational way,
but I always find myfelf led, on thefe occafions, by a kind of
inftin®. Good Gop! what nonfenfe is handed down to pofterity,
engraved on ftone! ’Tis fhameful to a nation that any of their
clergy thould be 1LLITERATE or Lazy. Ought not the vicar or
his curate to inform his parifhioners, how admirably adapted
many paflages, in the old and new teftament, are to thefe occa-
fions ? We fee how the harmony of numbers enchants! Thefe
attempts of the unletter’d mufe are a proof of it. But poetry
does not confift merely in rthyme ; and the words of men are
not {fo good as the word of Gop. What think you of this
EPITAPH ?

“ This world is full of crooked fireets ;
““ Death is a place where all men MEETS :

<< If life were fold that men could buy,
 The rich would live, the poor muf? die.”

Let us confider, on the other hand, fuch thoughts as thefe :

¢ This
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¢ This corruption, fhall put on incorruption; and this mor-
¢ tal, fhall put on immortality.”
’ p Y

T am the refurre&ion and thelife, faith the Lorp : he that
¢ believeth on me, though he were dead, yet {hall he live. And
s whofoever liveth and believeth in me, fhall never die.”

¢ T know that my redeemer liveth, and that he fhall ftand
¢ at the latter day upon the carth. And though after my fkin,
¢ worms deftroy this body ; yet in my flefh fhall I {fee Gop :
¢ swhom I fhall fee for myfelf, and mine eyes fhall behold, and

* not another.”

Or, if they do not choofe the words of facred penmen, fo
emphatical, o interefting, fo well adapted ; moralifts, divines,
or poets of later times, might fupply them. Thus might
the ruftic who is only taught to reap, learn the beft and trueft
philofophy from a tombftone ; and the gentleman of fortune,.
in the country, might turn this current of nonfenfe, at leaft in.
his own church-yard. Would it not be of ufe to the good
fenfe and morals of the people, to help them in . this inftance?
Is it neceflary to indulge, or fupport them, in propagating fuch .
abfurd nonfenfe, becaufe it would be more abfurd to attempt
making them all LEArRNED ?

But here we have a ftriking proof of the fondnefs which man-
kind entertain for the children of their own brain : the peafant
may fay why thould not I write my own peetry, as well as the -
curate his own fermon ? both of us might be much better fup-

5 plied |
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plied by other people. And, if you pleafe, I will add another re-
fle¢tion, which is that you may be fupplied with moral efiays
by a much better author than myfelf ; therefore I will refer the.
vicar,. curate, gentleman, and AurHor, to their own hearts ;°
there are many things in this nation of more moment to be cor-
reted. I am yours, &%,

PO DR e B DR B
To the fame.

‘Mapawm,

ROM wHITE PaRIsH we continued our rout a few miles,

and entering WILTSHIRE at EasT DEAN, we pafled over a
down, and came into the great weftern road, at the diftance of
five or fix miles from savLissury ; the lofty {pire of whofe ca-
thedral {foon prefented itfelf to view. ‘

About two in -the afternoon we asrived at the-city. And
here, Madam, we became ftill deeper in your debt, for one of
the moft pleafing circumftances that can attend travellers, or
indeed which occurs in the ordinary courfe of life; I mean an
introducion to the acquaintance of polite, lively, and fenfible
perfons, efpecially of vyour sex; of this.perhaps I am moft fen-
fible. 1 ought in gratitude to mention the amiable MrsDyx » » %,
the ingenious and agreeable Mrs. Ex«x, and her fifter Mifs
S xx %4 #, the polite fenfible Mrs. G # » »xxux ; the pretty: mufi-
cian her.daughter, and the little cherubim and philofopher her
fon. Shall you forget what was faid of this {weet boy of fix
years old ? As he fat penfive one day, being afked what he

thought
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thought of ; “I am thinking,” fays he, “ of the great cop of
¢ heaven, and that I muft pie |”—"Tis amazing how reafon ri-
pens in fome children ; how much depends on our parents ;
and how deep the belief of a ¢op is implanted in us!

_ After dinner Mrs. Gx % % % # % % » condu&ed us to the cathedral,

where we performed our duty to cop, enraptured with an an-
them of her chufing. The higheft foretafte of the entertain-
ments of bleffed fpirits, feems to be that of the heart, devoted
to the fervice of cop, joined to a well-improved underftand-
ing, and aflifted by a lively imagination. If to thefe we add
that fenfibility of the charms of mufic, which fome pofiefs as if
it were by immediate infpiration from heaven, what pleafure
can we conceive to be more exalted ?

Whenever divines or poets attempt to give us a notion of ce-
leftial joys, how naturally they recur to the idea of mufic!
What would the devotion of the vulgar be without finging ?
If we look into the world at large, we fhall find that all
nations, of all religions, ufe finging of fome kind or other.
The maHomMEDAN priefts, at certain ftated hours, from turrets
crected for that purpole, pronounce their creed with loud ac-
clamations, and invoke the people to pray ; tho’ in private they
repeat their addrefles to the avyicuTy ina low voice, or awful
filence. The racans invoke their gods with loud fongs of
Pralﬁ: and th’lnkfglnng The jews are very loud in their pub-
lic prayers.  You know the greateft part of the devotion of the
roMANIsTs is performed by finging. The LurHeraws and carL-
vinisTs, tho’ feparated from the parisTs, would think they

E per-
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performed their duty to cop in a very improper manner, if they
did not chaunt his praife. And what would our common
people fay were they not permitted to {ing pfalms ? Indeed the
TrUE {pirit of devotion is not always kept up in this manner of
worfhipping the aLmicuTy 5 but without it, we may queftion
if our common people would ever chufe to come to the public
worfhip of cob.

Nor does this {pirit predominate with the vulgar only. Be-
{fides anthems in churches, which all the world admires, ex-
cept a few who think mufic and heaven have no connexion,
you have heard old-fathioned people talk of fpiritual fongs. In
this very polite age, we hardly know what is meant by spiri-
TUAL soNGs 3 they are feldom mentioned but in ridicule. But
let us do juftice to the votaries of modern politenefs, they have
a tafte for oratorio’s, perhaps from the fame motives. When
this entertainment gives place to loofe, or filly fcenes, I fhall
think the caufe of religion ftill upon the decline. Tho’ im-
moral and unchafte reprefentations are allowed on our theatres,
{till we pay a certain veneration to an oratorio. Who hears the
vessiaH unmoved ? Who confiders it as a mean entertainment ?
In fpite of the little ‘narrow tafte which prevails amongft us,
we ftill have a relith for the fublime compofitions of mANDEL
and fome other mafters in church mufic, and I hope we fhall
keep that tafte alive.

Music as well as poeTry depends much on the 1MaciNa
TioN, and the love of them leads fome aftray ; they make
ftrumpets of the mufes, or by being captivated by them out of

meafure,
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meafure, make fools or madmen of themfelves: but when we
enter, with fuch affiftance, into the true {pirit of pevorion,
thefe give us a MEANs of pleafure beyond what common mortals
can enjoy. It is not that we are afraid of the power of mufic
in religious worfhip : alas! we are too much inclined to employ
our passioNs about every thing excepr rELiGion. Yet as the
paflions are effential parts of the human compofition, why
thould they not be exercifed in prvorion ? In mufical worfhip
our very sENsis are employed : when there is concorp in
founds, correfpondent with our 1peas, we may the more eafily
raife and fall, or tune and harmonize the foul.

But when fublime poetry is joined to fublime mufic, and
both thefe to devotion, they improve each others charms ; they
give auxiliary powers to the foul ; and, if you will allow the
fimilitude, convert the MaN into an ANGEL,

Thofe who have a lively fenfe of religion, may have obferved
how languid the adtion of reason aLoNE often proves. Shall
we therefore turn ENTHUsIASTSs ? no: by no means. But there
is a pisposiTioN, for which we want a name, that partakes of
ENTHUsIAsM, and without which devotion is GENERALLY very
languid. It is the ErroRrs of the head, rather than the warmTH
of the nearrt, which turns the brains of fome of us in this
ifland : as the sLaze of piety dazzles and confounds; whilft
the pure rLamE cherifhes and enlightens.

“ Enthufiafin bas made villains martyrs.”

But zeAr has made virtuous and wife men die for their faith :
we fee how far that zeal and piety, which has fome MIXTURE
E 2 of

4
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of enthufiafm, often carries men, in WAR, in FRIENDSHIP, in
LOVE, IR PATRIOTISM, IN RELIGION.

There are many advocates for the total exclufion of the pal-
fions in all religious concerns, They judge from the fatal ef-
fects thefe have fometimes produced: but I think they judge
partially, for they do not {feem to obferve what fatal effes arife
from a languid indifference.

But, not to launch out into too great a field ; in whatever
degree the paffions are neceffary, in the exercife of the moft
exalted worfhip of cop, the pleafures of devotion are undoubt-
edly the moft pure and unmixed. Therefore upon the very
principle of the love of pleafure, we ought to fet apart a por-
tion of our time, every day, to the worfhip of cop, without
interruption from the affairs of the world. Thofe whofe cir-
cumftances are fo happy as to admit of it, ought to perform
this duty in pusLic, as well as in privarTe ; and thofe who
have a tafte of the caTmEpraL fervice, muft receive a greater
pleafure than thofe who have none. I am yours, &%.

LB TP RAR TR
To the fame.

MaDAM,

F T ER recommending onE of the entertainments exhi-
bited on the ftage, I muft tell you how much I difap-

prove of ANOTHER, as it is at prefent conduéed, tho’ in itfelf
moft delightful and beneficial. It would be happy, I think,

for
4
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for this nation, if handfome falaries were allowed to two or
_three men of charaéer, diftinguithed for their piety and kil
in poetry, to act under the lord chamberlain. Their bufinefs
fhould be to {upprefs all plays which are of an evil tendency to
morals, to reform fuch as are good in themfelves, but have paf-
fages in them which are injurious to virtue.

The power lodged in the lord chamberlain, is calculated to
{fupprefs every thing which  might be exhibited on the ftage, de-
rogatory to the dignity of the throne, the facred perfon of the
king, and the welfare of the ftate. Experience teaches us that
this reftrition is very far from being injurious to LiseErTY, but
rather calculated to fupport its caufe, and prevent its degene-
rating into LIBERTINISM. But is not the honor of cop, and the
intereft of mens souLs to be likewife taken into the confidera-
tion ? If a sriTisu audience departs from that good fenfe for
which they were always diftinguithed, or gives up virtue a prey
to the fervile proftitution of a poet’s pen, who makes them the
compliment of {uppofing they have no relifh for a performance
which has not a great mixture of lewdnefs and immorality : If
this is the cafe, does it not become the duty of the legiflative
power to corre¢ fo crying an enormity ? Let this be done with
all the art and gentlenefs which the acuteft policy can fuggeft.
But if it is not eftablithed as a maxim, that nothing but down-
right pLAsPHEMY is exceptionable, the laws of civil {ociety call
aloud for a reformation in {o {candalous an inftance.

Vice is vice, in male or female, and in both, deteftable in the

fight of Gon, But there are certain weighty rcafons why the
virtue
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virtue which we call pecency, thould appear more amiasre,
and INDECENCY more sHAMEFUL, in your {ex than in mine. One
may eafily difcern how cusTom triumphs over common fenfe:
even fome of the moft facred regards of life fubmit to the Tv-
ranny of it. That which a woman would blufh to seE, or
HEAR in PRIVATE, or be obliged to confefs her corruption of
heart, fhe both hears and fees in pusLic, with all the eyes of
an audience upon her, with an eafy indifference. There are
paffages in fome of our plays, which very few women, who are
truly modeft, hear or fee without blufhing. But fuppofing
that perfons advanced in years, could hear and fee aLL that
pafles on the ftage, with the utmoft indifference, which is mak-
ing a compliment few of us deferve, can this be the cafe with
the youthful of both fexes, who compofe the greater part of an
audience ! Impofiible !

« Vice is a monfler of fuch horrid mein,

¢ As to be bated needs but 10 be feen ;

““ Yet Jeen too oft, familiar with her face,
“We firf} endure, then pity, then embrace.”

So fays Mr. pore ; and is not this one of the diates of com-
mon fenfe and experience ?

But can any thing be more apparent, than that the correc-
tion of this fcandalous abufe of the ftage, depends on women
of diftin&tion ? You may do juft as you pleafe. We may fay,
with great propriety, that you have an abfolute authority in
this inftance. Go to thefe immoral, or lewd plays, and you
{fupport them. AssenT yourfelves, thow your pisLike by not

appearing
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appearing at them, they will be correcTeDp, or never rrr-
rorMED, and confequently fall into osLivION.

Granting that the ftage is obliged to rove, more than to all
the other paffions ; and that this fubjeé being taken from the
poet, he will throw away his quill : how infinitely diverfified
are the {cenes which this paffion creates in real life ! Without
departing from nature, he may make his incidents very inte-
refting, and yet keep up to the pecency of a pusLiC ExHIBI-
tioN. Why fhould he attempt to unfold the dark corners of
the heart? But to reprefent acions in themfelves black and de-
teftable, with all the gloffes which wit can furnifh, and all the
gay colors which a lively imaciNaTION can paint, is a vile pro-
ftitution of the faculties of the foul, which were given for very
different purpofes. What proofs has our inimitable smaxe-
spEAR given, that this paffion may be treated pELICATELY, DE-
LIGHTFULLY, VIRTUOUsLY | Without proceeding to fuch roman-
tic heights as fome dramatic writers have carried this paflion,
their fcenes of Love might be more generally calculated for
common life, to infpire an audience with a right fenfe of focial
virtues,

“ And marriage be no more the jeff of fools.”

FAREWELL.

L E T-
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Mabpawm,

OTHING can be more obvious than this: whatever is

fhocking to decency, to common honefty, and confe-
quently to the {acred regards of rELIGION, is produdlive of exam-
ples pernicious to {ociety, and ought not only to be avoided, but
punithed. This ought to be efteemed the criTerioN, whether
a ftate is really crviizeo or not. With regard to the rusLic,
all kinds of amufements which tend to deftroy that virtue on
which the rPuBLIC WELFARE depends,' ought to be guarded
againft, and as carefully watched in all its {ymptoms, as an
epidemical diftemper which endangers the unpeopling a ftate.

Perhaps novelty and variety were never in greater repute
amongft us than at prefent, and yet we are not TorarLy de-
parted from our character of a grave and intelligent nation. So
at leaft it feems to me, with regard to THEATRICAL reprefenta-
tions : for tho” we are extremely faulty in the inftance before
us, what paffages are fo much apmirep, or, if I may ufe the
expreflion, more eagerly nevourep, than {uch as contain the
deepeft refletions on the being of a cop, the immortality of
the foul, and a flate of rewards and punifhments ? Who can see
the incomparable carrick, without thinking they behold the
very prince of pENMARK P Or who can near him afk,

< Whether ’tis nobler in the mind to sUFFER
“ The flings and arrows of OUTRAGIOUS fortune ;

(f Or
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“ Or to TAKE ARMS ggainfl a sEA of troubles,
« And by ovrosiNG, END themn ?

o
Who, I fay, can hear him afk this queftion without refolving,

¢ That there 1s SOMETHING after DEATH.”

The confideration of which ought

“ X0 make men rather choofe thofe 1LLs they have,
“ Than rLy to others, which they xNow not of.”

Or, to fpeak in the fimple language which chriftianity dictates,
will not fuch a leflon induce us to refign to the difpenfations
of heaven, and to think that what the world calls misrorTUNE,
may be turned to our apvanTace? And may we not depart
from the playhoufe more edified than too many are in churches ?

I think we have a great deal of virtue remaining, though
we are carclefs and inconfiderate. A little attention might
cure the evil: IT BELONGS TO YOU TO REFORM BY YOUR EXAM-
pLE. The inTeresT of the female world is concerned in a
high degree. It would not only raife trophies to your fame,
but give you a more folid pleafure in your expe&ations of im-
mortality. With regard to temporal felicity, it is certain if there
was more VIRTUE, there would be more conjucar love : or, if
you pleafe, if there was lefs vicE, there would be lefs misEry,
not in the married ftate only, but in all others. Without mak-
ing H1ssING PARTIES yourfelves, you might fhow your diflike ;
and eafily commiffion your friends to pamn, not the play, but
all paffages in it offenfive to modefty: the poet would then
leave them out on the fecond night’s afting. Our NewEesT

plays have already purer fentiments than fome of the oLp oxes,
F - {o
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fo that the bufinefs is already in a happy train, and might be
very eafily accomplifhed.

o |

You will eafily underftand that T am now pleading ror the
theatre, the intereft of which I have much at heart. As to
what regards the lives of moft players, it is not my bufinefs to
enquire ; but if, in general, the playhoufe is not dedicated to
p1aNa, yet there are fome as chafte and religious people on the
ftage of the theatre, as on the ftage of the world. Upon the
principle I now recommend, there would be no rake on the
ftage, or he would be fo little countenanced by the poet, as hard-
ly to dare to be fo orr of it. Adctors would be habituated to
fpeculative virtue, from the parts they performed ; and from
thence, fome of them would become practical philofophers, and |
fhining examples, and sE the cHaracTERs they moft coveted to
APPEAR 1N,

If nothing was seen or HEARD offenfive to the chafte or pi-
ous, corrupt as we are in many inftances, theatres would not.
be lefs frequented than they are. The profeflion of a player
would receive a dignity which it is far from having now. Gen-
tlemen of education might then become actors, without any of
thofe REsERVEs and excEpTIioNs which prevail under the pre-
fent eftablifhment of the theatre ; confequently the difficult and
laborious {cience of acting, would be efteemed worTHY, in pro-
portion to its uTiLiTY, and be carried to a much greater height .
of improvement than it now is.

As virtue would be thus rcpreﬁ:nted to us in more amiable

colors 3 inftead of going from the pLaviouse to the sroTHEL,

the
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the srave youth would grow enamoured of religion ; be fired
with the love of his country, and with a generous contempt of
life in the caufe of virtue. The vicious would be athamed of
vice, which they faw thus difcountenanced. The inferior cLerGY,
of whom fome, perhaps, want piety or induftry, might learn to
be more vigilant in promoting the caufe of religion : and reve-
rend prELATEs would {uffer no diminution of refpe&t to their
charader and office, if they were frequently prefent at the thea-
tres. As the cafe now ftands, the virTuous are feldom the
BeTTER for the ftage, and the vicious much the worse for it.

"Hiftorians tell us, that neither GREECE, nor ROME, nor ATHENS,
allowed the liberties which we countenance. As HEATHENS
they difdained, what we ENGLISH CHRISTIANS not only sUFFER,
but appraup. The ftage in rrance is chafte ; the greateft li-
bertine will not bear a pousLE ENTENDRE to be uttered. This
thows the good fenfe of the people at leaft, and that they keep
up to the primitive inftitution. If they are not better chriftians
in FAITH nor PRACTICE, than we are, they have more regard
to pECENCY, and would probably be ftill more abandoned them-
{elves, if their ftage was no chafter than ours.

To attempt a reformation in the Gross, proves the projector
to have a great deal Too mucH wit, or a great deal Too LITTLE:
but NoT to ATTEMPT it, in a particular inftance, {o very level
to common fenfe ; fo very interefting to truth and virtue ; and
{o effential to religion, is a ftronger proof of a national prrr-
rIUM ;—from which may cob, of his infinite mercy, deliver us !
1 am yours, &&.
| 3.0 L E T-
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LETTER XIL

To the [ame.

Mapawm, Sunday.
USIC and theatres lead us to the harmony of num-
bers, and we will confider it particularly in religious

worfhip.  Poetry, alas, has been often proftituted to the offer-
ing incenfe to the devil, to bring the foul down to a level with
brutes : it may indeed be employed to celebrate the feats of
warriors, as well as martyrs ; or the ftories of honeft lovers,
or honeft fatyrifts ; but the nobleft ufe of it is in religion.
It is very pioufly, as well as poetically faid,

“ Whom fhall I fing but bim who gave me wvoice.”

Were you an angel, whom could you praife, fo worthily, as
him who made you fuch !

Our greateft mafters in poetry have fometimes employed theit
talents in heavenly fongs. Mr. appison has left us feveral fhort
hymns, which glow with the true {pirit of piety, Be yourfelf
the judge, if it is poflible to read them without receiving fome
PLEASURE : or if you can make them your own, by the force of
memory, without being occafionally led to repeat them. And
can you repeat {uch poems, without feeling fome of thofe emo-
tions which diftinguifh the pious from the profane? The foul
is framed to a {fenfe of our dependance on cop ; and it feems
natural to 1npuLce ourfelves in all fuch means of piety as
ate calculated to raife the affe@ions, that whillt we purify the

2 - & heart,
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heart, we may exalt it alfo, Upon this principle I recommend
the following hymn of the celebrated author juft mentioned.

L
When all thy mercies, O my cob,
My rifing foul furveys
Tranfported with the view, I'm loff
In wonder, love, and praife.

II.
Q how fhail words with equal warmth
The gratitude declare,
That glows within my ravifb'd heart !
But thou canft read it there.

II1.
Thy providence my life fuffain'd,
And all my wants redrefs’t,
When in the filent womb 1 lay,
An bung upon the breaft.

1V,
To all my weak complaints and cries
Thy mercy lent an ear,
E'er yet my feeble thoughts had learnt
- To form themfelves in pray’r.

W e
Unnumber’d comforts to my foub,
Thy tender care beffow’d,
Before my infant beart conceiv'd,

7 From whom thofe comforts flow'd.
; W han
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VL.

When in the flipp’'ry paths of youth,
With beedlefs fleps I ran,

Thine arm unfeen convey'd me fafe,
And led e up to man.

VIL

Through bidden dangers, toils, and deatbs,
It gently clear’d my way ;

And through the pleafing [nares of wvice,
More to be feard than they.

VIIL

When worn with ficknefs, oft haft thow
With bealth renew'd my face,

And when in fins and forrows [unk,
Reviv'd my foul with grace.

IX.
Thy bounteous hand with worldly blifs,

Has made my Cup run oer,
And in a kind and faithful friend,
Has doubled all my flore.

LA
.

X.

Ten thoufand thoufand precious gifts,
My daily thanks employ,
Nor is the leaff a chearful beart,
That tafles thofe gifts with joy.
Through
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XI,

Through every period of my life,
Thy goodnefs I'll purfue,

And after death, in diffant worlds,
The glorious theme renew.

XII.
When nature fails, and day and night

Divide thy works no more,
My ever-grateful heart, O Lord,
Thy mercy fball adore.

XIIL

Through all eternity to thee
A joyful fong I'll raife,

Fory ob! eternity’s too fhort
To utter all thy praife.

I fhall have a higher opinion of the good fenfe of this na-
tion, when I fee vounc perfons taught, and oLp ones teach
themf{elves, the proper ufe of fuch poems. We fhould LEARN to

READ poetry, as we learn to siNG, and exercife ourfelves moft in
fuch kind as this. It will afford a more conftant ENTERTAINMENT,

and ought to be deemed a more neceflary accomprLisHMENT.
The nymxs in queftion are only preparatives for pieTy ; they are
but helps to call back our wandering thoughts, towarm a cold
attention, and to give us a more lively fenfe of our condition.

What
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What foolifh mortals we are to think of arriving at the Enp
without the means ; and what folly is it to negle@ fuch meaNs
as reafon and experience prove to be INTRINSICALLY VALUABLE |

And what are the moft animated compofitions, compared to
the writings of fuch infpired penmen? nothing merely human
{cems to approach them in majefty, force, or fublimity ! Read
jor, read pavip, orread sT.PaUL ; however obfcure fome paf-
{ages may be to us, thofe we clearly underftand, cannot be read
without our feeling a power refembling infpiration in ourfelves :
and yet, alas, thefe books are very little ftudied ; I might fay
hardly ever read, except by the poor and ILLITERATE, or per-
chance at cuurch, where we do not often enter fufficiently into
the beauties of the rancuace or the senTimeNT. There are
many remarks of this kind, much fuperior to any I can make,
to be found in the fpectators and other authors, and I refer you
to them. I am yours, &c.

LB TUTo BoRupeXHIL
To the fame.

Mapawm,

ET us now contemplate the charms of this world. You
L remember after church we went to wiLton, the feat of
the earl of remsroke, which is diftant from savissury three
miles, Near this place is the borough town, of that name,
where was firft eftablifhed the famous manufadory of carpets,
which are now made in feveral parts of the kingdom. I have
often thought that, confidering their thinnefs and {mall breadths,

it
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it may be called a very imperfe&t manufa&tory, and fuch as we
ought to blufh to be excelled in by Turks, whofe carpets make
me think of a fine mofly turf.

If you would know more of wiLTon than our obfervation
could fupply in fo fhort a time, thereis a whole quarto volume
of Lorp PEMBROKE’s medals, in which, if I miftake not, are in-
cluded his ftatues and bufts. I am alfo told, there is a {mall
volume, with an account of the ornaments of this famous houfe.
It was finithed about 110 years fince, but the greateft part of
the building is as old as the reign of menry wvi. If I re-
member, this building is {quare, with turrets at each corner,
and a quadrangular area within. It is built with ftone, and of
coTHic ftruéture, and richly ornamented on the outfide of the
walls, as well as within. The geometrical ftaircafe is faid to be
the firft ere@ted in this ifland ; the walls of it are beautifully
ornamented with paintings.

This palace, for fo we may call it, is diftinguifhed as a col-
lection of the richeft ftatues, bufts, antiques, and relievo’s, of
any nobleman in ENGLAND ; or, perhaps, of any man in the
world. Indeed it is a grand repofitory of curiofities. The
lower apartments are fo crouded, that they appear like fo many
fhops or magazines of marble merchandize. But amidft this
profufion of grandeur, the arrangement feems to be as elegant
as fuch a number will admit.

Of the upper apartments there are feveral very noble. Here
it was SIR PHILIP SIDNEY wrote his ArcaDIA, a romance com-

G monly
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monly known by the name of PEMBROKE’s ARcADIA, from its
being addrefs’d to his fifter the countefs of remBrOKE. One of
the rooms has the pannels painted with the feveral molt re-
markable ftories in that romance ; but it is now old, and was
badly executed at firft. I think, madam, the charader which
is given of the author, fets him fo very high above common
mortals, if I was to read any romance, it f{hould be this: and
yet I am teld he has follow’d the rraLian poets, and introdu-

ced very ftrange and abfurd flights of fancy.

The grand apartment, or dining-room, is very noble indeed,
being 6o feet long, 30 broad, and 30 high. The bufts which
are ranged oppofite the windows, through the whole length,
have a very fine effe¢t. There is a great number of pictures,
in the houfe, but {fome of them are fo bad, they feem to have
no right to hang there ; that which is moft diftinguifhed is the
family piece in this grand apartment, painted by vanpyke : it
is 20 feet long, and 12 high, containing thirteen figures as big
as the life.  You will never forget the noble ideas with which
your mind fwell’d, when you was furprized at 'the fight of this
pi¢ture, in which the painter has reached fo near to nature, that
one almoft imagines it is real life. In this room is a 'great deal
‘of rich furniture, the particulars of which I cannot recolleé.

We were told, that the prefent young Lorp intends to build a
library, or to convert one of his apartments to that ufe ; in the

mean while the books {leep in their huge chefts, of which a large

room was full.

It
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It was in this houfe we faw fome prodigious flabs of marble ;
indeed they are the largeft I ever beheld, except at the famous
church which the late king of porTUGAL built at Marrra, near
Liseon. I-am yours, &c.

LB"T T E R XAV,
Zo the [ame.

Mapaw,

SIN CE our time permits only a tranfient view of the noble
ornaments and coftly collections at wiLTon, let us haften
from the works of men, to the more glorious works of cop!
We may here contemplate the beautiful lawnson the fouth-eaft
{ide of the houfe, and the bright ftreams which water them.
Over this river is a paLLapian bridge of exquifite architeQure,
much admired by all connoifeurs. Above this, to the fouth-
ward, you muft not forget that noble rifing ground, to the
. fummit of which is about a quarter of a mile. Here ftands a
very large equeftrian ftatue, in lead, of marcus aureLiUs, a
rRomaN emperor, whofe virtues are fo much extolled by hifto-
rians. From this eminence there is a view of the valley below,
and of part of saLissury, which looks very rural, the cathedral,
as well as other parts of the city, being embower’d with trees. |

From the contemplation of beautiful nature, the mind is ea-
fily led to that of moral re@itude. True tafte in the arrange-
ment of material objeds, fuch as delight the fenfes, or exalt the
heart, feems to have a great analogy with the harmony, or or-

‘der, which the love of virtue infpires. It now occur’d to my
G2 mind,
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mind, of what little worth all thefe glories of this vifible world
would be, to me who might be fnatched from them by a fudden
blaft from the north-eaft, if I had no hopes beyond the grave,
nor any fure ground on which to build thofe hopes! Of what
moment are all the works of art or nature, compared to the
happinefs of a rurure ftate? How glorious foever material ob-
jeés may appear, the impreflion remains but a little while, and
at beft they are but as the outlines of a piGure, compared with
the moft finifh’d piece.

The weather was very ferene and delightful. Heaven, and
the earth, now feemed to {mile upon us, as if they approved
the pleafure we enjoyed. Nor did thefe give me more delight,
than the recolle¢tion of the lines in pore, which the fight of
the ftatue juft mentioned brought to my mind, and chimed in
with my thoughts at this time :

“ WWho noble ends by noble means obtains,
“ Or, failing, dies in exile or in chains ;
¢« Like good AuRELIUS Jet bim reign, or bleed
t¢ Like socRATES, that man is great indeed.”

But let us not leave this charming {cene of wirrToN, without
looking back to the ferpentine walks, in the hanging wood, on
the fouth-weft fide of the houfe ; nor pafs over in filence the
beautiful and extenfive profpeés, which are feen from the room
on the fummit of this hill.

Amidft all this pleafure, I was afraid your health would re-

ceive harm from the mofly damp turf in walking by the fides
of
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of the river, to the rarL, which forms a fheet of water. At this
place is a fummer-houfe with feveral apartments elegantly fi-
nithed. Whether thefe are dedicated to the god of the river,
or to the zephirs which play upon it, I forgot to enquire.

Night now came on, and fhut us out from all further enjoy-
ment of this kind.—Time will not ftand ftill ;—we may enjoy,
but cannot detain the moments as they fly. We changed the
{cene to the company of our friends at saLissury, who enter-
tained us at {fupper with the fame politenefs, good-humor, and
good-fenfe, as we had already experienced. I am yours, &..

fxBEoTw B RaXV:
%ré&j&fﬂe.

"Mapawm,

ALISBURY is the capital of wirrsuire, and is to be
confidered with the more reverence on account of its anti-
quity, The oLp sarum ftood upon an eminence. about three
miles diftant, and fends two members to parliament, who are,
to this day, cleéed upon that {pot, tho’ at prefent there ftands
only a farm-houfe. OvLp sarum is efteemed one of the fineft
{ituations in the world ; but the want of water induced the in-
habitants, in procefs of time, to move into the valley where the.

city now ftands.

Satiseury is not a well-built city, with regard to the. ele--
gance of the houfes, but the ftreets are conveniently broad, and
much diftinguithed for being regularly divided into right an-.
gles. The ftreams of the avon are carried by fmall channels

[ made
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made with brick, through the ftreets, and fupply the inhabi-

tants with water in the moft commodious manner.

The clofe, or inclofure, round the cathedral is large and well
planted, and adds an awfulnefs to this temple, the lofty and
elegant ftructure of whofe {pire, has been often mentioned with
admiration. It is very fmall for its height, yet not fo fmall as
ST.BRIDE’S in FLEET-STREET, the top of which T have feen rock
whilft the bells were ringing. The houfes round the clofe are
moftly of freeftone, and make the beft appearance of any intheé
city.

The air here is efteemed very wholfome, and the adjacent
country has charms which give saLissury the preference to
moft places in encranp. There are fome people of fortune
who have made choice of it upon this account, nor efteem it
the lefs for being eighty miles from the capital.

Here are feveral manufacures, and the conflux of the avon,
wiLLEY, and NaDpDER, would have made a navigation for {mall
veflels from curisTcuurcn, if the current had been lefs rapid
below the city, They now bring it within two miles of the
town. ADIEU.

P Dl Rl Il D R

.?-EJ‘ M?'.f. D o8 ¥
MaADAM, Monday, Auguft 11.

E were juft on departure this morning, when you was
blefs’d with a fight of your honored friend Mrs.

M###%z3 You have reafon to honor her for her good fenfe,
3 and
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and good humor, for which fhe is fo much diftinguifhed ; and

what higher joy can we receive than, after a long abfence, to
meet the eyes of thofe we love, efpecially if we are beloved by
them? If to fee others happy, in thefe inftances, can give very
quick fenfations of pleafure, thofe which the parties themfelves
enjoy, with the fame humane difpofition, muft be more affe@-
ing. But, alas, you hardly received your friend into your arms,
before you was fnatched away from her to purfue your rout.

Leaving savrissury we dire&ed our courfe to Lancrorp the
feat of Lorp roLksToNE. This place lies three or four miles
north-weft from saLissury, and the garden is watered by a
branch of the avown. It is fituated upon a dead flat, confifting
chiefly of a lawn ; and a gravel walk, between a plantation of
flowering fhrubs, terminated by a little fummer houfe. You
obferved that the river lies too open, the trees being thinly
planted, and not affording any fhelter from the fun, as we found
by a painful experience, for it was then intenfely hot.

The view of the adjacent country is moft agrecable, being
well wooded, and rifing with a gradual afcent : indeed every
fpot in this country feems to have fome peculiar charm.

The houfe is remarkable for being built in a triangular form:
it is compofed of many good apartments; and convenience with
grandeur feem to be fo admirably mixed, that one is rather
tempted to envy the poffeflor for the comrort he may enjoy
‘in it, than for the gratification of his pride, or ambition.

The
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The gallery contains many fine pictures, of which two by
LorrAINE, are moft diftinguifhed ; and tho’ the ceiling is hardly
of fufficient height, it is a very pleafing, as well as a grand apart-
ment.

The chapel, at one corner, is an o&tagon, lined with wain-
fcot; the windows being adorned with painted glafs reprefent-
ing the feveral paffages of our saviour’s life, as contained in
the creed.

In another corner is an oftagon adorned with new tapeftry,
from the droll paintings of TENIERS.

The chamber furnithed with blue damafk, and that with
chintz, are both very agreeable; thefe feemed to ftrike you
moft; but I think, my lord has thewed no lefs tafte in the apart-
ments dreflfed with green, of which there are feveral furnifhed
with different manufaéures, and various hues of this pleafing
color. 1Tt is remarkable that all who fee this houfe exprefs
their fatisfaction with regard to its comfortable appearances.

Here has been great fums laid out 5 the piures in the Gal-
lery it is faid coft above eight thoufand pounds. I think we
were at no place treated with more politenefs than here, and we
muft not forget the obliging manner in which you was invited

to drink chocolate by the good houfe-keeper. I am, &

L E T-
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Lt 2l e Dl e T |
To the SJame,

Mapam,
ROM rangrorp we dire¢ted our courfe for the moft par¢
over delightful downs about twelve miles to wipcaTe.
Here you beguiled the way with very interefting and affe@ing
ftories of your departed friends, how entirely they were recon-

ciled to death.

It is a very different thing to ¢ blazon the king of terrors
¢ with the ToncuEe, and to fee him with the eve.,” Thofe
who have wrote, or talked moft familiarly of him, have not
therefore been the leaft afraid. A very little ftudy has made
complete philofophers of fome, when all the efforts of a long
and laborious life has not accomplifhed this important bufinefs
in others.

It is alfo a bold thing to fay, but I think, madam, there are
more practical philofophers from habit of mind, and pious re-
fignation, of your {ex, than of mine. Could a seNEca or a so-
craTEs have behaved with more fortitude and refignation, or
been more lovely in death, than Mifs v 54 % &%, who took her
leave of this world, with as eafy an indifference, as if fhe had
been going to a ball ? |

I was much ftruck when I read suaxesrear’s menzy vio 1
believe it is the king who attends cardinal seaurort in his laft
moments, and fays,

I“I k% .{;-ﬁ‘f'!?r
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“ Lord cardinal, if thou baft hope in heaven’s joys
“ Hold up thy band! Make fignal of that hope !
& —he dies, and makes no fignl”

Alas! how many of my acquaintance have I feen, as far as I
could obferve them, not fo ambitious as the cardinal, but live in
indolence ; and, with refpe& to religion, die in ftupidity! What
indeed cin we expe@? As we vive we fhall probably pre; ex-
cept that the unwelcome hour fometimes brings with it dread-
ful fears. Dr. vouna tells us,

 Men may live fools, but fools they cannot die.”

But, I think, if men live without a pLaN, they can hardly die
with one. Without a fteady principle of belief, reduced to ac-
tion, we muit expe& as great confufion in thought, as to rELI-
crous concerns, through the whole progrefs of rire, and in the
finifhing ftroke by peaTu, as in secuLar concerns of import-

ance, where no regular method is obferved in the condu& of
them.

But this lady feems to have been regular throughout: her
behavior in the great article of death, makes me think of Dr.
carTH’s notion, who feems to have mixed the philofopher with
the poet and phyfician. He fays,

“ Where billmws never beat, nor tempefls roar,

“ To die is landing on fome filent fhore, }
« E're well we feel the friendly firoke, ’tis o’er.

um
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“ The wife through thought th infults of death defy,
 The fool through bleft infenfibility.

& *Tis what the cuiLTY fear, the vi0Us crave,

¢ Sought by the wretch, and vanguiflbd by the brave.
““ It eafes lovers, [ets the captive free,

 And tho' a tyrant, gives us liberty.”

51

We all pray and wifh for length of da}:rs ; we think it a blef-
fing ; and fo it is when we live werL. But he feems to bid

faireft for happinefs, who is moft free from folicitude about
the length of his life. Mivton fays,

““ Nor love thy life, nor hate,
““ But what thow liv'} LIVE WELL :
““ How long, or fbort, permit to beaven.”

I have generally obferved, that the youthful part of both
{exes, as they are the leaft timid, are alfo the leaft wedded to
the world : of all ages, the pious and the bold may moft pro-
perly be faid to part with the world, not the world with them,
There is a pleafure, more eafy to conceive than defcribe, in fec-
ing others take their laft farewell of this world in a graceful
manner. They appear with irrefiftable charms ; charms which
ought to make a DEEPER, as they make a seTTER impreflion,
than all the pride of youth, or bloom of beauty. To this we
muft all come !

“ The boaft of heraldry, the pomp of power,
“ And all that seavuTY, all that weaLTH fer gave,
“ Awair altke th’ inevitable hour,

¢ The paths of GLorY lead but 1o the grave.”
H 2 Mifs
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Mifs vsa 22 x%+s Nved longer than many who fee their chil-
drens children. We are told, by a very wife man, ¢ That ho-
““ norable age is not that which ftandeth in LENGTH OF TIME,
““ nor that is meafured by NuMBER oF vEARs ; but wifdom is
“ the grey hair unto men, and an unsrorTED life is old age.”
But we feldom think we have lived long enough with regard to
duration of time. = This does not arife fo much from the hopes
of temporal happinefs, as the diftruft that there is none after
death, or that we fhall not arrive at the fruition of it. From
whatever caufe it proceeds, we ftill thruft the fatal hour from
us,

Seeing there is in our nature fo great a relu&ance to die, we
may plainly difcover the indulgent care of providence in that
mixture of fear, hope, and expectation, which are blended to-
gether, and which every thinking perfon feels, tho’ it is very
hard to defcribe. Mr. rorE fays,

“ 7o each unthinking being heaven a friend,

“ Gives not the ufelefs knowledge of its end :

“ To man imparts it, but with fuch a view,

“ That whilf} be dreads it, makes him hope it zoo.
““ The bour conceal’d, and fo remote the fear,

“ Death flill draws nearer, never fecining near.
“ Great flanding miracle that beaven affign’d,
« Its only thinking thing this turn of mind I”’

Our misfortune is that we generally indulge this TurN o
minp a great deal too much: we negle& the medium, and

coavert that which is given us as a BLEsSsING, into a CURSE.
2 1f
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If this were not the cafe, could the frequent intimations of
mortality ; could the daily, I might fay hourly, remembrances
we receive, that it will be our TurN foon, make fo faint an
impreflion, and fo little enforce the duties of religion ?

To learn how to die, is beyond all doubt the moft import-
ant leffon of life : it is the great bufinefs of living. All other
affairs, which are interefting, we generally attend to with care
and affiduity, efpecially if they promife any acquifition of fame,
or riches, or pleafures, What can we refolve our negleé into,
but foolifhnefs and perverfenefs 7 We are always on the confines
of eternity; but when, to appearance, we are arrived on the
very verge of it, we ftill cling to earTH, inftead of firiving to
mount to HEAVEN. There is but one way to corre& this fatal
miftake :  Set your affe@ions on things above, not on things
“ on the earth.”” I am yours, &&.

LETTER XVIIL
Do tle fame.

HUS itis, Mapam: to-day we triumph in our tran-

fient exiftence! We think of joys to come, which we
have no reafon, from the paft, to believe will ever happen.
To-morrow comes, and we fall ; we crumble into duft, which
ferves only to nourith the plant which men or beafts feed upon.
But fhall we lament that we are but creatures of a day ? That
day lights us to eternity! It leads us to thofe regions where we
fhall Live ror EvER!

The
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The oftner we entertain the awful confideration of a future
ftate, the more firmly perfuaded we fhall be of the reality of
its exiftence. Not to THINK, is not to be a man; and how
can we think of life, without thinking of death alfo? Death
gives the finithing firoke ; it blots with infamy, or crowns with
honor : it is the only cure of human frailty, for it puts us be-
yond the reach of vice or folly. There is but little reafon to
with for life witHouT probity of mind ; and with it there is
ftill lefs reafon to fear death. And how glorious it is te think
of there being no longer a rossiziLiTy to offend |

But how fhall we learn to think of death without fear? I
will not fay this is as eafy as to think of wealth and titles with-
out ambition, for that leads too far; but it is certain that fear
is a very paINFUL paflion ; and for the fame reafon that we na-
turally fly from parn we ought to fubdue it. If he in whofe
breaft it predominates cannot be happy : if it draws a gloom
over all the delights, and even the comforts of life: if, as it is
emphatically expreffed, ¢ it betrays the fuccours which reafon
“ affords.”  Shall we countcnance fo painful, fo unprofitable a

paﬂion ?

What then is to be done to enable us to march on calmlyj,
deliberately, joyfully? How fhall we learn to meet this king
of terrors with a good grace ? -

“ With terrors round, cax reasoN bold her tbhrone,
““ Defpife the known, nor tremble at 1 unknown 2

2 THAT
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Tuar reafon can do. Tuar reafon has orTeEn done. Give
reafon fair play, and as your paflions become fubfervient to
it, fear will vanifh as unprofitable ; whilft hope, ambition, even
that generous effort of the mind, which I will call pripE, will
help you on. Thus both worlds will be your own. Cherith a
confidence in the parental love and mercy of him who made
you, and you become invincible !

But we are commanDpED to work out our falvation with FEar
and trembling. Fear is here mentioned as a paffion of the mind
implanted in our nature to make us watchful for our own pre-
{fervation. ‘The diftin@ion is moft obvious. A timid dirilic-
tion of {pirit leads to defpair : ’tis the reverfe of that mafculine
firmnefs which religion demands of us, Cowards will die for
religion, no matter how abfurd the tenets of it. So far from
fearing, in the fenfe of a fervile paflion, the chriftian ought to
with for fome glorious caufe to give up life. Fear is neceflary
to check our prefumption, and create an awful reverence ; but
it muft not check our hope nor pious confidence.

The diftin&ion is the fame as in sorrow., ¢ Not to be sor-
% RowFuL, as men wITHOUT hope,” is one of the prime admo-
nitions of chriftianity: and yet that fame chriftianity teaches us
to be very forrowful for our sins.

Shall AvARICE, AMBITION, LOVE, REVENGE, tranfport their vo-
taries to a contempt of DEATH, in the purfuit of their refpective
obje@s? And fhall not hope, ReL1GIOUS HOPE, inlpire us with a
noble pispain of life but as heaven may pleafe to grant it?

WitHouT a reconciliation to pEATH, nothing in Lire can be truly
: great ;
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great ; and wiTH it our minuteft a&ions are glorious. Heathens
have often {miled at death. Wrapt up in the contemplation
of the charms of virtue ; and trufting that there micur & a juft
and merciful fupreme difpofer of all human affairs, they have met
death as their friendly guide and happy deliverer. And will
not the cHrisTIAN, * in {ure and certain hope,” fly to his great
lord and matfter, his friend, his lawgiver, his redeemer, and his
Gop !

And what will fear avail ? to give us a thoufand deaths in-
ftead of one?

¢ 4 a:sgef s arm can't fave thee fram the grave.”

But a fteady refolution will {upport you: nork infpires, it in-
fufes courage, and animates the glorious purfuit, whilft REason
and rarTH unite their forces to {fubdue our enemies. ’Tis but
to contend, with all your heart, you are fure of conquett.

Thelfe thoughts occur to almoft every thinking man: the
great point is to give them their due weight, and carry them

into pra&tice. As to our fondnefs for life, we fee what it s,
and what it 1s Nor. We cannot be completely happy here ; we

are always wifhing for fomething :

““ Hope [prings eternal in the buman breaf?,
* Man never 1s, but always To Bt blefl.

“ The foul uneafy, and confin'd from home,

““ Refls and expatiates IN A LIFE TO COME,

Revicion, with words, {weet as the voice of angels, and breath-
ing health to the {oul in every found ; reviGron tells us it is

impoffible
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impoflible the cop or TrUTH can rie. And what has he told
us? If we will not Reap, or do not coMPrREHEND, can we for-
oive ourfelves for fuch NEcLEcT or 16Norance? From thefe
books we fhall learn that, upon the comparifon of the rrEsENT
with the rurure life, we only BEGIN to Live, when we DIE,
And whilft we enjoy the ufe of reafon, for reafon ftill muft be
our guide, fhall we not prefer a seTTER ftate, to a worse, and
soLpLY try the experiment which we musT Make? Religion
teaches us to abforb our Fears in HorE; it teaches us to part with
the body as one would part with an intimate friend. If we de-
rive no fupport from revicion, I am {peaking as a believer in
cHrisT, all is park and inTricaTE! T think, madam, if you tell
your ftories often, to your own heart, they will not be dull, like
a TWICE-TOLD-TALE, but prove of the greateft confequence in
teaching you how to die weLL. The example of one of our
own LEVEL, €Xcites our sHAME, or raifes our EmuLaTioN. If
¢ the thought of death is the dire&ing helm of life,” fteer by
it: heaven will open to your view: you will reach the port,
without danger of being wreck’d on the fhoals and rocks with
which life abounds. This is not fafthionable advice: but it is
not therefore the lefs worthy your acceptance.

The evenTs of my life teach M what is to be expected ; and
I hold rire and pEATH, in a great meafure, indifferent. I hope
to become a BeTTER man, and therefore I with to live; I may be
a worfe, and therefore I confent to die. A man’s true ambi-
tion fhould be to live a life of reafon. In ficknefs, or in health ;
‘with applaufe, or contempt; let the world treat me weLi,
or 1LL, whilft I live, I ought to do all the fervice I can to my
FRIENDS, my cOUNTRY, and maNkIND. I expect no RETURN

HERE, but what I have learnt to fubmit to be difappointed in :
I but
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but I nore for Faver mErrAFTER ; not from any confcioufnefs
that I deferve it, but becaufe I fisive for it, and believe the
mercy as well as juftice of cop, is infinite. I have no clearer
idea of infinite mercy, joined to infinite juftice, than the good-
nels of the creator, as exercifed towards man, in the moft im-~
portant inftance. I truft in that mercy and juftice through the
merits of the repEeMer of mankind. For the reft, who can
anfwer for his own conftancy, or that he thall always a& confi-
ftent with his own principles? but we muft be watchful ; we
muft endevor to do it: peatn only can fecure us —I am in~
debted to you for an occafion of committing my thoughts to
writing ; and, in my prefent mood, methinks I could write over
my ceLL the lines of a rrENcH author, with as little felf-deceit,
efpecially as I never had any confiderable connections with the
6rEAT, which feems to be the chief fubjeé of his complaint,

“ Las d'efperer, & de me plaindre,
““ De lamour des grands, & du fort,
“ C'eff ici que 7 attens la mort,

“ Sans la defirer ni la craindre.”

I feel a generous pride and comfort, in the fuperiority which I
enjoy, or, which I would perfuade myfelf, I enjoy, that is not
in the power of FORTUNE to GIVE, or TAKE AwAy ; tho' alas
thefe may be more eafily piminrsneD than 1ncreasep, if the ac-
cidents of life thould happen to call forth the bafe inftead of the
noble paflions. And fince it is beyond all difpute that life is very
sHorT and very uNcerTaIN, let us think it the higheft folly to
a as if it was LoNG and cerTAIN. 'Tis now many years fince
I read do&or surrrock on death : this is the book which ought
to be read as the year goes round, by every one who can read
at all, if they mean to meet pEaTH as a FRIEND : I cannot be
more yours than by recommending it, FareweLL,
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LioBE A T BoRon XIX,

To the Jaine.
Mapawm,

O return to our journey. The inn at wipcaTe was not

of the moft elegant kind, but fuch is our happinefs in
this fertile ifland, it ever fecures us againft the terrors of hunger,
tho” we cannot always enjoy a luxurious fuperfluity. I need
not remind you of the fimplicity of our foed, nor the modera-
tion of our meals. The philofopher complimented his friend,
who entertained him the evening before at a fimple repaft, and
thank’d him, that he had poffefled his foul in tranquillity fince
that time, free from the dreadful effe@s of intemperance. I
have heard it remarked, that the longeft livers have generally
had good appetites, and the reafon is plain. But how many die
carly by inpuLGING their appetite, in eating’and drinking too
much, or of improper kinds ? How many hurt the faculties of
the mind ? In a word, how many live and die miferably, when,
by the power of temperance and moderation, they might enjoy
a continual feaft in life, and death ?

Leaving wipcaTe, we travelled over delicious downs, about
twelve miles to the village gunviLLe, which leads to EasTsURY,
the feat of Mr. poppiNGTON : it is a very large ftately manfion,
built of freeftone : the area before the houfe is covered with
two wings, which form the offices for the fervants, 'The entrance
is by a flight of fteps near twelve feet high, into a grand por-
tico fupported by columns of near fifty feet ; through which
you enter into a very ftately faloon highly decorated.  Here are
1ig many

"
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many grand apartments, and fome very richly furnithed ; but -
there is an awkward clumfinefs in fome parts of it; at leaft it
wanted elegance to pleafe fo common a fpe@ator as mylelt.
We may conclude that there is fomething in true tafte not de-
pendant on opinion or fancy, but reducible to a crrTERION.
Some places are univerfally applauded, fonie as univerfally con-
demned ; not that there is half fo many have an opinion ef
their own, as pretend to it.

" The owner of this ftately fabrick may find in it comfort and
delight ; I dare fay there is warmth in winter, and coolnefs in
fummer 3 1 am fure there is cleanlinefs and grandeur. Me-
thinks when I am admitted to fee a gentleman’s houfe, grati-
tude forbids me to criticize. Tam not at all qualified for this
invidious tafk ;. and what is more, I am rather pleafed in my
ignorance, than defire knowledge which may render me the lefs.

happy.

Befides the two ftories of grand apartments, you remember
the arrtic ftory is very neatly furnithed ; but I apprehend
the cielings are too low, and will hardly bear the fmoke-of a
candle in winter, or prote& from the heat of the fun in fum-
mer.

The gardens feemed to pleafe you as little as the houfe. The
temple, which ftands at the extremity of the lawn, oppofite the
back front, is indeed heavy ; and tho” adorned with the bufts
of the moft celebrated of the antient and modern poets and phi-
lofophers, gives no great idea of the tafte of the founder af it
It muft be acknowledged, at the fame time, that the fituation’

is
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is admirable. = The downs and plantations which belong to this
houfe, take in feven or eight ‘miles in circumference, and con-
ftitute a very pleafing {cene,

Night now drawing on, and curiofity fatisfied, we proceeded
further five miles, “ftill travelling over downs, to BLanDrorw.
Sir cHARLES HOWARD's dragoons being here on their march to-
wards LoNDON, you remember how diflicult it was to find pro-
per lodgings, and how many civil {peeches were made by thofe
who could do noTHinG for us. It is fome alleviation of a mis-
fortune, to be treated with gentle language ; one is naturally
pleafed with this exercife of humanity, whether it proceed
from the heart; or not. At length we were conduéted fafe to
the rep r1on, where I wifh you a good night. I'am, &

il S R Tl Ll e .
To the Jame. |

Mabpam, Tuelday.
OW precarious is human happinefs! You who had me-
ditated the enjoyment of drinking deeply of the waters

of LeTHE, and of burying, not your cares, for you feemed to

have none, but all your thoughts in oblivion, was fo cruelly

interrupted before the dawn of day with the noife of a thoufand

giants mounted on elephants ! fo they might appear in a dream,

or the confufed interval between fleeping and waking. But

indeed there were two or three troops of dragoons, who feemed

to be no refpe&ers of any perfons, except their officers. It was

-mortifying: but have you not often flept fince that time, many
a
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a long hour, as little to the benefit of your health, as this in-
terruption of fleep might be? In fpite of this accident your vi-
vacity was not diminithed, nor confequently the pleafure you
gave your friends.

BranDrorp is a pretty neat market town. It is built chiefly
of ftone, and is in fome meafure obliged to the flames for its
prefent elegance. We were now mnot above ten miles from
rooL, and confequently yet within the fcent of the fea, which
adds to the foftnefs of the air, and renders this a healthy fitua-
tion.

The church here is advantageoufly fituated, near the centre
of the town ; and if we may judge from the tomb ftones, this
place enjoys its fhare of good fenfe, with a little more fkill in
poetry than I had hitherto difcovered. According to my ufual
entertainment, before my fellow travellers rife, I ftroll’d into
the church-yard. It is a pretty, but common thought which I
found there, in memory of a poor girl of fixteen, HENRIETTA
MARIA PERCY, and net without inftrucion to thole who have a
mind to learn. '

¢ See from the earth the fading lilly rife,

« It [prings, it grows, it flourifbes and dies.
““ 8o his fair flower fcarce bloffonid for a day,
“ Shors was the bloom, and [peedy the decay.”

I am yours, &.

LF e
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A ET: T ERiiXXL
To the ﬁw:e.

MADAM,

UR chief bufinefs being the fight of agreeable objedts, we

were now direCted to Mr. rorTMmaN’s cliff, which is a lit-
tle mile diftant from srLanprorp. The mention of a cliff
gave me immediately an idea of povERr, or the coaft of sussex,
but this is of a far different nature. It is a hill planted in the
modern tafte, which is a fimple and beautiful irregularity, with.
many flately trees. It is already extended a confiderable dif-
tance, and is defigned to be carried in a femicircular form
near two miles towards sLANDFORD, a view of which is prefent-
ed to the eye. The fine turf and foft moffy walks, the eafy
decline in {fome places, and the fteep defcent in others, render
the whole very delightful. But what adds much to the charms
of this place, is the river sTour, which runs in {weet meanders
in the valley below : indeed it is one of the moft fuperb and
pleafing fcenes of the kind, that can be imagined.

There is nothing remarkable in the houfe : it is new fronted,.
and makes an agreeable figure. Mr. rorTMAN has formed a
plan for great improvement, for which there is fufficient room,
both as-to the order of the out-houfes and the plantations, The
whole, except the crLipr, now lies rude and indigefted.

From Mr. rorTMAN’s we were conduéted through his grounds,

into the road to sHarTssury ; it lies for the moft part over

2 downs,
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downs, affording many delicious profpeds; rich flocks, and
fertile valleys beautified with plantations, on every fide delight-
ing the fenfes. |

After travelling about fourteen miles further, we reached
sHarTsBURY. In this place are neither manufadures, nor gen-
tlemens houfes, the people {ubfifting by agriculture and pafture.
It is entirely built of ftone, tho’ it makes but a mean appear-
ance. 'The fituation is on a lofty hill ; and near the town is
an agreeable walk, called the rark, from whence is a very ex-
tenfive view of the adjacent counties of wiLTsHIRE and HAME-
SHIRE.

Here I entertained myfelf with thinking on the pleafure of
compafling the furface of the whole earth, as the eye now takes
obje@s within the diftance of two or three hundred yards ; con-
cluding that we may enjoy fuch capacities in a ruture flate ;
for what is this power for nim to communicate, who poffefies
immenfity l—In this contemplation I forget all earthly concerns,
except my refpe@ for you, Farewerr. I am yours, &e.

PARY
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P.A'R"T" II.

Ridicales a female fondnefs for animals and birds,
and thence makes many weighty reflexions till we
arrive at STOURT O N.

EFECITAE R R XXTI,

7:’-" M?‘L D * ¥ 5
Mapawm,

E were in the full enjoyment of an elegant repaft at

sHAFTSBURY, and as happy as fober people fhould ever
be on fuch occafions, when we accidentally learnt the sap news
that our friend Mifs % % %%+, who, for her goodnefs of heart, we
will call corperia, had loft her favorite maxako, and was in
great tribulation on the occafion.

< What MIGHTY ills from TRIVIAL caufes [pring I”

This is applicable to more cafes than even wife men are aware
of. But whatever the fubje& of diftrefs may be, thofe who have
hearts {ufceptible of a true fenfe of human mifery, will take
their fhare in it. < From whatever caufe your fympathy arofe,
your countenance difcovered a fufpenfion of your happinefs.
I muft therefore take my leave of you, and confider what coun-
fel is beft upon fo iMrorTANT an occafion. I am yours, &.

K ' L B B-
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LsBed U OR I,
To the Jame.

Mapawm,

PON my word the bufinefs is of fo iNTERESTING 2 na-

ture, I cannot undertake to give my advice : will you
engage to laugh corperia into good-humor ? Tell her that in
antient times a lady, whom they call p1po, killed herfelf when
ENEAs was fo unkind as to run away from her. Engas, fhe
may have heard, was a rational animal with a beard ; mMaxako
is an animal of inftin&, fomewhat refembling a man, with fhort
ears. Both had their charms it is plain: but ENEas was a very
fad fellow for leaving fo fine a lady ; maxaxo a filly jackanaps
for thus deferting his charming miftrefs. Eneas indeed was
condu@ed by his mother vEnus; but our makaxo lived under
the aufpices of a terreftrial being, who, if fhe is not quite fo
handfome, is more amiable than the goddefs, becaufe fhe is
adorned with innocence : her only guilt is an inordinate affection
for a monkey ; and what pity ’tis fhe fhould have any guilt at
all ! Dipo was certainly very fond of eneas, or fhe would not
have been tranfported to this extremity : and how often has
makaxo been fondled by the fair hand of his miftrefs, and ca-
refled in her very bofom |—

If you cannot Laven her into good-humor, exercife all your
lenient arts: teach her, if you can, to referve her paflions for
noble objects. It is true, ALy of us have our roisLEs : Shall we
not compaflionate corpeLia P may not the whom fo many of

the
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the GracEs attend ; may not the good-natur’d corperia, fhed
tears for the lofs of her monkey ?

It is a very interefting confideration, not to this young lady
only, but to the oLp, as well as voune ; to mMEN as well as wo-
MEN ; and to the people of every clime : it is what every day’s
experience teaches; that the beft way to fubdue onE passion,
is to fet it at variance with anorner. Thus a great part of
mankind are kept within bounds ; and hence arifes, in a great
meafure, the beauty and harmony of life. It is hardly poflible
corDELIA can be totally devoid of amsirion? What is more
nourifh’d in a young lady’s breaft, than the defire of being be-
loved, if not admired ; efteemed, if not venerated ? Who dares
fay fhe is a roor ; they might as well tell her fhe is ugLy. But
you may tell her to be cautious not to depart from her own
principle. Piry and conTempr flick as clofe to rorLy, as
pralsE and ADMIRATION are the rewards of coop sENsE and
DISCRETION,

If this doctrine is founded in reafon and experience, corDELTA
will not treat it with contempt, nor will you defpife this medley
of jeft and philofophy, nor I hope the author of it, who is very
fincerely yours, &.

LaEs T EeR c XXV,
Lo the Same.

Mabpaw,
ERMIT me now to write to you with refpe& to the
MANNER in which you may venture to give advice to cor-

peLia. If poffible you muft make this rLEAsING, tho’ fhe dil-
K 2 - like
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like the susjeer of it. Let it therefore fall like pew ; do not
over-whelm her with a smowgr. If you tell her too much,
tho’ you tell it never fo well, fhe will not regard it; and if
you repeat it often, fhe will think you gratify vour inclination
in one inftance, as the may do hers in anoruner. Convince
her, above all things, that you have no meaning but what is
dire&ted to promote her felicity. But as this is fo delicate a
tatk, you muft adapt your very words to her TasTE ; your
voice to her ear; your fentiments to her peculiar turn of
thought : you muft exert all your art to render your advice
accepTABLE : that will be received kindly from you, who are
fo much nearer her age, and for whom fhe muft needs have
a greater regard, which, from me, might appear as philofo-
phical arrogance.

To reconcile her the more eafily to your admonition, remind
her that a {petator often fees faults, which the a&or, the’ fu-
perior in {kill, does not dilcover in himfelf. I know you will
thew more compaflion for this young lady than my remarks
sEEM to carry with them : make ufe of as rFEw, or as many,
of them as you pleafe; only I beg you will obferve, that
as much a philofopher as I may pretend to be, I have too
much wit to WAGE war with aLL the vyounc ladies, or oLD
ones either, who have inordinate affeétions for monkeys, par-
rots, or lap-dogs. Farewer. I am yours, &.

L:E T-
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LETTER XXV
To the Jame.

Mapaw,

WILL now confefs, with the fame honefty which always

direds my pen, that I think a woman of fenfe may enter-
tain a certain pEGREE of affe@ion for a sruTe; I do not mean
a HumaN brute, but a pog, for inftance, which is a faithful ani-
mal, and prcferable to a monkey, becaufe a dog has no vile
refemblance of the human {pecies, as monkeys have. Moft dogs
are sYCOPHANTS, but they are rarrurur, which is more than
can be faid of the generality of parafites of our fpecies. They
are ufeful too in fome few inftances.

The great fault feems to lie in the degree of efteem in which
we place fuch objeéts; and the mannEer in which we exprefs our
humanity towards them. Add to this, the inconvenience which
arifes from a great attention to them, either with regard to the
abufe of our time ; or the inelegance and vexation which arifes
to ourfelves, or to others. Some animals are of fo nalty and
mifchievous a kind, that it is the moft abfurd Taste imaginable
to attempt to render them domeftic.

But to the honor of Lar-pocs, this is not the cafe with them [
When under PrROPER DiscIPLINE, how GrEATLY are they inftru-
mental to the rericiTY of fine ladies! and how happy are thefe
to find an objeét to amule their idle moments, and perchance
to preferve themfelves from the pancer which always attends
having nothing to do.  But, alas! the sEsT things may be abu-

{ed,
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fed, and the kind intentions of providence perverted | Thus we
may fometimes fee a fine lady, a& as if {he thought the pog,
which happens to be under her precious care, is incomparably
of more value, in her eyes, than a Human creature, which is un-
der the care of any other perfon, or peradventure, under no care
at all. From hence we may conclude, that an immoderate love
of a brute animal, tho’ it may not deftroy a charitable difpofi-
tion, yet it often weakens the force of it. Where ¢ the miLx orF
HUMAN KINDNEss,” where the choiceft powers of humanity pre-
vail moft, there moft care ought to be taken to find the proper
obje@ of them, left this difpofition, excellent and admirable in
itfelf, fhould degenerate into a foolifh and abfurd tendernefs, or
an undiftinguifhing regard for the NosLEsT or viLesT of Gop’s
creatures.

We {ometimes fee inftances, where cruelty is thewn to all the
animated works of the aLmicHTY, except half a dozen birds,
and as many four-footed beafts. BerTy and joun are confi-
dered as inferior beings to Tapsy and romeey. The coftly
chicken is ordered for the car or pog, by her who never thinks
of giving a morfel of bread to relieve the hunger of a manw.
This is ftrange ; but it fometimes happens to thofe who permit
their affe@tions to take a wrong bias |

We are told that a merciful man is merciful to his beaft,
This conveys more {enfe than we are generally aware of ; and
{hews the contradiétions there are in the charadter and condu&
of nations, as well as private men. In GREAT BRITAIN we com-
pliment ourfelves, and perhaps juftly, with the reputation of

3 great
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great humanity ; but the proverbial faying, ¢ that ExcLanp is
¢ the beft country in the world for women, and the worft for
“ morses,” is often verified. With refped to the true medium
of regard to the brute creation, the x1ssinG of a poc, and the
DRIVING a HORsE, without an urgent neceffity, till he drops
down dead, feems equally abfurd, tho’ the firft. may be leaft

offenfive to humanity.

To judge of things with propriety and delicacy, or in other
words, according to reafon and nature, a man of tafte and fen-
timent may look on a country girl milking a cow, with great
complacency : his pleafure may be proportioned to her figure,
and beauty, becaufe fhe is ading in charatter, and performing
a ufeful office. But the fame perfon will be siock’p to {ee a lady
ravifhing a dog with her carefles; and the more diftinguithed the
is for her perfonal charms, the more fhocking fhe will appear.
If it is in charaéer for o FINE LADY to do abfurd things, a riNE
Lapy then is a FooLisu lady, which is a hard definition to be
applied to that fpecies of beings, who of all the vifible creation
are ambitious of being thought the moft charming. Abiev.
Iam yours, &.
' ENE: THE EvRLXXYE

To the fame.

Mapawm,
Will now be EnrireLy ferious, and tell you that it is not
dogs, nor horfes, monkey, cats, nor elephants, which have
been fo much the obje@s of my thoughts, on this occafion, as
immoderate grief for trifles. |
To
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To eftimate things as they really are, is a leflon few ever
learn. Incidents of this kind generally give occafion to faty:
or ridicule ; but, tho’ it is not generally thought, thofe who
grieve for iMmaGINARY cvils, are much oftner objeéts of ritTy,
than contemer : for whatever the objeét is, the concern fhould
be prulmrtmncd to the fuffering. A wife man may fhed tears,
iN MEAsURE, for the death of his fon. And a young lady we
fee wiLt weep for the clopement of her monkey. We may
{ympathize with the one, becaufe he aéts according to nature 3
and be forry for the orner, becaufe fhe forfakes her reafon.

There is a certain meafure of grief due to real misfortunes;
that adds a luftre to the brighteft eyes, which have moft power
to charm, when bathed in tears; and from the knowledge of
this truth arifes the counterfeit paflion of grief, fometimes
pradifed by the deceitful part of your fex. Sorrow, confined
within its proper bounds, is one of the nobleft paffions of the
foul ; it is one of thofe fenfations which leads men to relieve
like heaven. Rain in {feafon nourifhes the earth, and generous
tears refreth thofe for whom they are thed. But whilft fuch
forrow dignifies humanity, what fhall we fay, when the fame
external marks of affliGion appear for trivial things ? We muft
mourn that rational beings, fubje& to fo many real calamities,
can aét fo irrationally as to wafte their grief, and torment
them{elves for objects of fo little value.

You muft not pretend to TriumpH over this poor girl
may be your turn, or rnmr::, ¢’er long, to be vexed for tr1ﬂts.

Nothing
3
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Nothing is more common, than to fee the moft delicate of both
{fexes roufing from a drow{y repofe, and calling up their fortitude,
fubdue the greateft calamities; and yet thofe very perfons are fub-
jeét to be ruffled by the moft trivial incidents. This truth is put in
a very good light by a celebrated faying of the great prince pr
conpk : * No man,” fays he, ¢ was ever efteemed a sEero by his
‘¢ valet de chambre.” Nor I believe many women neroines by
their fille de chambre. But true heroi{m leads us to command our-
felves in the leaft, as well as in the greateft events of life. Thofe
who are never called to GreaT trials, may be equally acceptable
in the fight of cop, by difcharging their duty well in LirTLE
ones ; and fhould, for this very reafon, be watchful to acquit
themfelves well, and not become the flaves of their own folly.

We are apt to forget that we are accountable for every mo-
ment of our time; for what we sav, as well as what we po:
every petulant expreflion muft be deemed a foolith word ; as
well as every immoderate tranfport of grief, efpecially for trifles,
an inordinate affeion. Mediocrity in all things is beft.
¢ Immoderate grief, or exceffive joy, are equally unbecoming
¢ man that is born to die,” fays seNrca, who was a heathen.
But curisTianNiTY hasa thoufand cmarwms, to cure this ficknefs
of the mind, more, perhaps, than either you or I ever thought of.
We ought to keep our forrow for our fins: real calamities will
indeed have their tribute; but all the reft is produétive of infi-
nite mifchiefs to ourfelves, and for the moft part, very injurious
to others. The important leflon which common fenfe, as well as
religion and philofophy, teach, is to confider life itfelf as held by

L &
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a precarious tenure, that when ~icuT comes we may throw it
oft, as a loofe garment when we retire to reft.

Whilft you inftru& your young friend, improve your own
mind, as I enlarge mine by writing to you. Virtue is never
unrewarded. You may laugh, or look ferious, as you are dif-
pofed : 1 began my xxn‘ letter with a monkey’s elopement-
from his miftrefs, and I end this with a refletion on mortality, -
The truth is, fools and philofophers are near akin ; and yet,
vou know as well as I, there is an eternal difference between
folly and wifdom ; mifery is the companion of the ong, im-.
mortal happinefs will crown the oruer.. * He hath fet rire
«“ and warer before thee ; ftretch forth thy hand unto whether
¢ thou wilt.” Apieu. I am yours, &e.

LB ol S B R a2 T
To the fame.

Mapawm,

U R ideas are link’d together by a very wonderful chain,
Would you think that a monkey fhould give occalion for
a moral and religious effay ? I know not how it happens, ex-
cept it arife from flattery joined to a pernicious felf-compla-
cency in the contemplation of their own charms, that women,
particularly if they are young and handfome, often TALx and
acT, as if they imagined there was a difference of fex in fouls;

or that the fame reafon did not precide in both fexes.

Do you think there is really any difference in the original con-.
ftitution, as appointed by the author of nature? We fee indeed a

3 | very
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~very different turn of thought arifing from education, and the
different objeds the fexes are converfant with, even from the
cradle to the grave. But we may alfo obferve how great afhi-
nity there is in fouls, and how naturally we court our like, with
regard to the pleafures of the underftanding. Hence it arifes
that women of ftrong fenfe, generally prefer the converfation of
men, tho’ not to the prejudice of that delicacy which fupports
the moft amiable and neceflary diftin&ion. And here let me
quote from a man of great reputation, tho’ I change a few of
his words : ¢ If thou feeft a woman of underftanding, get thee
¢ betimes unto her, and let thy foot wear the fteps of her door.”

If what the poet fays is not a miftake, you differ from men
in one effential point. According to him,

¢ Ewvery woman is at HEART a rake.”

He did not mean furely that women are inherently more difpo-
fed to vice than men: but you love pleafure more; you are
more gay and volatile ; and as you delight in pleafures which
are more lively, and require little thought, you are more {ub-
je& to err by the delufions of a lively imagination : and yet, 1
will undertake to pronounce that you are not so mucu drawn
“aftray by corrurrion of wiLL. If you are Less habituated to
rEAsON clofely, you are more ufed to Live well. Thefe are
no paradoxes.

But men fometimes pretend that you have no principles ; that
you are active, or paflive, in every part of life, from fear or

thame, or fathion ; from pride, or fuch low motives ; that you
' L 2 do
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do not confider what is ricuT, but what will beft fupport your
fame or vanity. ‘

Is not this an effe&t of our arrogance ?—Alas poor mortals !
¢¢ Qut of the heart are the iflues of life.” And are your hearts lefs
fufceptible of good impreflions? Heaven deals its bounties with
an equal hand ; if we have sTronGer heads, you have sETTER
hearts. And what fhall we fay of your conftancy, be it in
love, in friendfhip, in prudence, in religion? Here again I
offer to compound the matter. But do women in general
fhow fo much virtue in friendfhip, or humanity, for their own
fex, as a man for his friend ? You are apt to be envious of seauTy
tho’ in poverTy ; and I think cuftom does not exa® quite {o
much of you as of us.  Men are faid to excell women in friend-
fhip, as women do men in love: but indeed your fituations,
in general, do not admit of exercifing all the virtues you are
inclined to. But you will forgive me if I miftake this matter :
I know you are, from native tendernefs of mind, more difpofed
to cHARITY, than men. And allowing for thofe referves which
cuftom has eftablithed, the woman of fentiment will fhow more
virtue in her regard for a man, than men of {entiment generally
{how for a woman. As to the foolith and vicious part of both

fexes, it is hard to draw any conclufions from their conduét.
And it is true, that were there fewer villains among men,

 So many of your fex would not in vain,
“ Of broken vows, and perjured man complain.”

But you muft not complain of men only; complain of your-
fclves alfo : if there was more truc honefty, fimplicity, and na-
tive
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tive goodnefs of heart among women, there would be alfo more
among men. Cuftom and education has warp’d your affections.
The young female reader of romances, will afluredly think of
‘lovers more than fhe ought; but how feldom do we hear of
fuch generofity in love, as well wrote romances teach !—You
may retort this upon us, if you pleafe; and I will grant that
money, with the pride and vanity that generally attends it, have,
in fome meafure, extinguifthed that noblenefs of fentiment which
brings both fexes near to a level with angels. As the cafe
now ftands, reproaches on either fide are no great proofs of un-
derftanding : cop made both male and female equally depend-
ant on each other for their happinefs: he made them noble
creatures, let them be careful not to deform themfelves, or
think meanly of fo excellent a part of the creation as them-
{elves ; happy are they, when once uniTED, if they fhun dome-
{tic broils, and do not convert the bleflings of heaven into mi-
fery and deftruction.

There is one circumftance of great moment to be obferved in
this enquiry. The equality of men and women would be
brought much nearer, and produce many happy confequences,
 if women were taught to lay afide the puerile fears, and fanta-
ftic inquietudes, which are fo apt to prevail in the female breaft,
and which might be fubdued, without deftroying their delicacy.
ForTiTUDE is generally reprefented in the figure of a woman, tho’
not of the moft tender frame ; but it has really nofex, the pof-
{eflion of it is the prerogative of rational beings, and adds a
brighter luftre to female charms, than all the diamonds which
INDIA Or BRAZIL ever produced.

3 1f
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If you afk me, is not the fault in men, that you are not,
in general, perTER Inftruted ? — That more care is not taken
in female education, feems to arife from one capital negle& in
men: they do not attentively confider, thatyou are half the {pe-
cies, and have half the government of the world, tho’ it does
not appear {o to vulgar eyes: they often forget that both fexes
are under your care and tutelage in the dawnings of reafon ; and
that our firft impreflions are the moft lafting. If you were
taught to be more like Men, in underftanding, you would
teach mento be Less like women in the folly and vanity which
your want of inftruétion firft occafions. Aprev. Iam yours, &.

| R T B R T S R e
To the fame.

Mapawm,
ILL you now give me leave to make a few more ob-
fervations, which may perhaps be of {fome ufe to your
friend, whofe inexperience afforded matter for this lucubration,
if they are of none to yourfelf? ‘

In comparing the learning and more extenfive knowledge of
men with that delicacy, in MaNNERs, as well as pErsoN, which
are the charaeriftics of an amiable woman, our great poet
miLTON obferves, that what fhe fays, or does,

“ Seerns wifeft, virtuoufeft, difcreeteft, beft.”

Thus it happens at leaft to men who receive impreflions of her
charms : but whilft men have reafoning faculties fhe will ap-
pear,
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pear, if not exactly what fhe is, yet certainly not amiable, when

{he is foolifh or wicked.

If we take in the idea of external charms, beauty is confider-
ed, with refpe& to the body, what virtue is to the mind ; it is
external virtue. Nothing is more perifhable than seavTy ; a
winter’s wind, or a fummer’s blaft, oftentimes deftroys it in an
inftant,

“ All flefb is frail, and [ubjelt to decay,
“ And vairest lillies, fooneft fade away.”

This being fo apparently the cafe, the who makes a higher efti-
mation of beauty than it deferves, which generally happens,

may find herfelf miferably miftaken in the iffue.

On the other hand, virTur, which is juftly called internal
beauty, never fades; it {prings, it blofloms, and the nearer it
approaches to maturity, the higher pleafure it receives and gives.
If we cultivate and improve the foil in which it grows, its
charms will become every day more engaging, at leaft to thofc
who fee with virtuous eyes. But however virtue may pafs un-
obferved here, * where we fee, as through a glafs darkly”, we
fhall certainly carry it with us into the regions of immortality,
there to fhine in glory amidft myriads of bleffed fpirits, and at-
trac& the admiration of angels.

We fee, however beauty may flourith for a time, the admi-
ration of it often dies away, by being familiarized to the eye,
even before it is yet decayed. And have you ever obferved a
woman enamoured of her own beauty, without giving fome

pro-:)f
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proof of deformity, or weaknefs, of mind? And are not thole
conftantly expofed to danger, in whom the love of ApMiraTION
becomes their ruling paflion ? The reafon is plain: -the body
and mind are fuch diftinét objects, differing as effentially as {pi-
rit and matter, that the care and follicitude employed about
the firlt, generally hurts and injures the laft.

Thofe who think of making their fortune by their beauty,
think of little befide. Hence it fometimes arifes, that the moft
homely fifter in a family has more virtue and underftanding
than the greateft beauty in it: not {fo much from any caufe in
the organization of the body, as from the negle@ of the mind.

Happinefs is much more equally divided than we generally
apprchend.  The beauty, which is fo much admired, is for the
moft part feverely taxed. GreaT BEAUTIES, like GREAT PRINCES,
feldom hear truth: and how many good HEaDs have been
TUrRNED, and good HEARTs PERVERTED, by the dangerous
adulation to which beauty is expofed ! Beauties often pervert
their own ends : they mar their rorTUNEs, or their HAPPINESS.
I believe it is Dr. swirr who obferves of them, that they are
fo bufy in making sNares, that they never think of caces. The
power over men, which they obferve to be derived from their
beauty, is apt to make them forget to exercife the power which
cop has given them over themfelves, in the ufe of their own
reafon, It muft be acknowledged, however, that under thefe
circumftances, it is a proof of fuperior underftanding, when you
think juftly on this fubje¢t. There are rew women for whom
this LEssoN is not much too HARD.

Be
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Be this as it may, as the triumphs of beauty are of fhort du-
ration ; and as it is apt to do as much mifchief, as good, to man-
kind, the ftronger reafon arifes from hence, to improve the
charms of piety and conftancy; the charms of fenfe and rea-
fon ; the charms of gentlenefs, and truth; in a word, the fu-
periority of virtue over all external advantages ; even over this
mutable and perifhable, tho’ much admired appearance. You
remember Mr. aAppison calls BEauTY a fet of features, and the

tinGure of a fkin: but however we may analyze it, let her
who is wise, and defires to be narry, prefer

“ Inward greatnefs, unaffelled wifdom,
“ And fanélity of manners.”

Winning modefty, and attra&ive {miles, will follow of courfc;
and from hence will arife that perfuafive gentlenefs which foftens
the rigor of mens aufterer virtue. ’Tis thus the powzr of your
{fex might become of yet greater importance to youtfelves and
men, than it now feems to be ; fince, without injuring exter-
nal beauty, ®r the power of it, which are gifts of nature, }f-ju
will add charms which are yet more intrinfically valuable.

It is not, however, of beauty alone of which women are apt
to take unwarrantable advantages : as you fometimes find your
wifdom and knowledge inferior to that of men, you are tempt-
ed to pra&ice the little arts of cunning : with the roovsu or
vicious part of mankind, and fometimes with the wise and
virTuous, thefe devices anfwer your purroses. But you will

grant, that fhe deceives mersiLr who departs from truth: fhe
M cclipfes



82 Ruling PASSION of WOMEN,

eclipfes her own charms ; and in the iffue makes herfelf pe-
TESTABLE,

If gentlenels and kindnefs ; if truth and honor ; if protec-
tion from all harm j if every thing the world calls polite, are
expected from the man, it is prefumed to be your due, as the
reward of virtue, without which there can be no merit. She
who exped@ls thefe advantages, on any other terms, muft firft
put a man’s eyes out, or lead him a dance till he is giddy.

When mivTon makes the angel fhow our great progenitor, in
a vifion, the complicated miferies which fhould happen in the
world, apam remarks,

“ —Still I fee the tenor of man’s woe
“ Holds on the fame, from woman to begin.”

The angel rebukes him, and fays,

< From sman s ﬁ_'ﬁfmfﬁafe ﬂaféﬁg@ it 5eg£m.”

We muft acknowledge, that whatever vice or folly arife from
the influence the fexes have on each other, fools of their own
making, feem to be lefs pardonable than thofe who become fuch
by an immediate confequence of that influence : but this does
not alter the nature of GuiLt or folly. The argument, which
of the fexes is moft to blame, is ridiculous. The difcontented on
either fide, are apt enough to reafon as if mankind were in a
flate of war, and that the fexes had a right to make reprifals on
each other for injuries committed. This has carried many to fad

extremities : they have not been fenfible of the abfurdity of the

3 doétrine,
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do@rine, till they felt the fatal confequences of it. We may
reft fatisfied that no man or woman can be truly amiable wity-
ouUT virtue, nor any contemptible wrrs it. I am yours, &%.

L ET!TE R  XXIX.
2o the fame.

MADp M,

MONG the thoufand different ways which happinefs is
purfued, lavifh encomiums are often beftowed on wEep-
LocK, but experience and obfervation do not warrant a belief
that there is no intermediate condition between the blifs of good
{pirits, and the torments of the bad, in this ftate. The in-
confiderate part of mankind are extremely apt to think, ma-
trimony, celeftial or infernal, as they fee married perfons happy
or miferable. A very little refle¢tion convinces us of their mi-
ftake: it is men and women who are heavenly-minded, or
diabolical. 'The Inftitution is of vaft importance : chriftianity
cannot ftand without it; nor can the common liberty and
rights of mankind fubfift without fome contraé& which fhall be
equally binding to both fexes. But if love, or avarice, am-
bition, or any other paflion, are the caufe of engagements
which are not confiftent, we muft not lay it to the charge of the
inftitution.  But even here, the laws of cop and of the land
have provided for our fecurity ; no more is required than in all
other cafes, a pious refignation to our condition, and to make
up for the deficiency of one pleafure by another: I mean fo to
cultivate reafon, as to raife our fenfe of duty, in proportion as

our affections flag.

M 2 : And
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And which do you think is moft eafily reformed, a vicious
man by a virtuous woman, or the contrary ? By vice, I mean
to take in every defe@ of mind, or corruption of heart. Women
are generally moft difpofed to piety ; and, when kindly treated,
give the ftrongeft proofs of native ingenuoufnefs ; therefore, not-
withftanding man’s boafted pre-eminence, vour defeds are
moft eafily corre@ted : the very surerioriTy which he claims,
makes him impatient of control. |

Hence you may difcover ‘the indulgent care of providence ;
for even the fubje@ion of which women inconfiderately com-
plain, is generally conducive to their happinefs. Your felicity
arifes from your fubjection, and fo does your PowER. = As
““ the climbing of a fandy way to the feet of the aged, fo is a
‘“ wife FULL oF wORDs to a quiet man, But if there be kind-
“ nefs, meecknefs, and comfort in her tongue, then is not her
“ hufband like other men I’ This is very emphatically faid, and
conveys the ftrongeft fenfe of a man’s happinefs; whofe wife
has tender affe@ions, good fenfe, and a virtuous mind. She
who makes the trial with fincerity, may eafily find the mean-
ing of thefe words. I have read many beautiful paffages on
this susjecT, with regard to men as well as women, in honor
of which I recolle& one more of great force, and it feems to
be very natural : ¢ Where no hedge is, there the poffeffion is
“ {poil'd ; and he that hath No wirg, will wander up and down
“ mourniNG,” It often happens, that unmarried men are
unhappy, they know not why : whilft the capricious in tafte,
inconftant in temper, or vicious by inclination, are reformed

3 by
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by a coop woman. And as we may with great propriety
fay, blefled is fhe who converteth a finner to repentance,
I think we may add, curfed is fhe whofe carelefsnefs or folly
induces her hufband to go aftray.

Whatever our ftate or condition may be; how keen foever
our purfuit of happinefs ; how infinitely diverfified our opi-
nions on which our felicity fo much depends ; and how contra-
dicory foever our practice may be to fuch opinions: fo long as
we have fenfes to diftinguifth light from darknefs, or bitter from
{weet ; fo long as we have a ray of reafon to diftinguifh truth
from falfhood, or pleafure of mind from anguifh and perturba-
tion, we muft agree with the poet.

¢ Then to be good, is to be bappy ;
€ Angels are bappier than men, becaufe
¢ They're better. Guilt is the fource of forrow,
“'Tis the fiend, th’avenging fiend,
“ That follrws us bebind with whips and [fcourge :
““ The BLEST know nome of this, but reff
" In everlafling peace of mind, and find
““ The height of all their heaven is goodnefs.”

You fee, mapam, I learn my morality from poets as well as
divines, and have my ears open to inftru&ion in a playhoufe as
well as at church. But as we cannot be quite fo coop, we
muft be contented not to be quite fo narry as angels. Let us
keep in view the glorious rewards of virtue, nor fufter our en-
joyment of a fmall portion of felicity, if a large one is not our
lot, to difhearten us in the purfuit. The time will very fhortly

come, when the feeming inequality among mm}kind' will be
fettled. Fareweirr. I am yours, &. el S T L T
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P A RVFHE

From our arrival at STOURTON {0 STOCKBRIDGE
races, with [everal weighty reflelions.

LB T TR ReeX XN,

% M?'.T. Diﬂéﬂﬁ&ﬁ--ﬁ‘

Mapaw, Tuefday.
Was much fatigued when we arrived at suarTssury : the
motion of the coach did not agree with me, but the refrefh-

ment of drefling, and a temperate meal, reftored me to myfelf,
and I will proceed.

Our next obje in view was sTourTON, the {eat of Mr. H s & sx.
The road to it from suarTssury, by heaths and narrow lanes,
was not the moft agreeable to us, who had fo lately travelled
over the {weet dowfis of wiLtsuire. The diftance is about ten
miles ; but the houfe being fituated on a high ground, foon
prefents itfelf to view. Pafling through mere, we arrived in
the evening at this delightful place, which is fometimes called
sTOUR-HEAD, from its being near the head of the river {o named.

Here, MADAM, it was our happinefs to be again indebted to
you, for an introduction to Mr. H s s, his daughter, and ne-

phew,



DESCRIPTION ¢f STOURTON., 87

phew, who received us with that agreeable politenefs and hofpi-
tality, which did juftice to their own charaders, whilft it gave
us the higheft pleafure.

This houfe is built of ftone pretty near a fquare ; not very
large, yet the exterior part has an air of grandeur, which is
heightened by the eaftern front, having a double flight of ftone
fteps fupported by ballufters. The furniture and difpofition of
the rooms appear comfortable as well as grand and agreeable.
Contrary to the abfurd cuftom which prevails in this our very
inconftant climate, I obferved the ftone floor of Mr, Hu %% #
hall is covered with a thick Turky carpet, by the afliftance of
which it is rendered very habitable even in the winter.

The faloon has fomething peculiar ; it pleafes extremely, by
having, at once, all the charms of a grand apartment, and all
the comfort of a {mall one. T was ftruck with the propriety of
it, without knowing the reafon, ’till Mr. Hsxss bid me take
notice that there is but one door into it, tho’ itis 60 feet long,
30 broad, and 30 in height. It is adorned with eight capital
pictures, moft of which appear to be painted by the furft mafters,
reprefenting

HercuLes attended by wispom.

The daughter of nEeropra, with the head of jonn THE
BAPTIST.

The death of pipo.
'The judgment of arorro.
Venus and the THREE GRACES,
The rape of HELEN,
ANDROMEDA
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AnpromEDA chain’d to a rock.

King cuarcLes and his three children.

The rrLorENCE boxes, placed on the marble tables, in this fa='
loon, deferve great notice : they are fet with many curious, and
with fome coftly oriental ftones. :

In the drawing-room is a cabinet {upported by a rich frame
or pedeftal, which I underftood was once the cafe of an organ.
This cabinet formerly belonged to pope sextus v. The efhgies
of this pope, and the pererTI family, from whom one of his
nephews defcended, are taken from the life, and fet in the ca-
binet in round recefles, with glaffes before them, in order to
preferve them. The laft of this family was a nun, who left the
cabinet to a convent in romE, where Mr. Hz %% made a pur—
chafe of it. The whole is a great curiofity, and of high value.
In this apartment are alfo many excellent paintings of  the ﬁrﬂ:
mafters, Within this is a fmaller room, which is alfo a (;abl_-
net of pictures.

You remember in the apartment we firft entered, T believe it
is on the weft fide of the houfe, the curious piece of ‘plate, in
relievo, which was placed over the table at the upper end of the
room, and ferved as a rich ornament. Over the chimney-piece
is a good pic¢ture of the interior part of st. peTER’s church at
romE, and coloured exaétly from it.

I nced not mention the library, which is well furnifhed, and
a comfortable apartment: nor can I fay any thing of feveral
other rooms which I did not vifit, Fareweir. I am yours, &.

L BT~
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LE:TTER XXX
To the fame.

MaDA M,

A M never half an hour in a fine houfe in the country, with-

out impatience to walk into the open air. The moft coftly
carpets of pErs1a, with plafonds enriched with the labors of
the greateft mafters, have no joys equal to a grafs-plat, and the
azure canopy of the heavens. But here the groves and lawns
called us abroad with all the blandifhments of the moft inviting
pleafures.

In the eaft and welt {ronts are beautiful lawns: that on the
weft falls with an eafy decline into a valley, where ftands the
fmall village of sTourToN, the profpedt of whofe fteeple, tho’
in repair, has almoft as good an effect as a ruin.  On the brow
of this hill is a walk, of confiderable extent, of the fofteft mofly
turf, bordered on each fide by ftately scorcu firs of Mr. Hesxss’s
own planting about four-and-twenty years fince ; they feem to
be too thick fet, as well as the wood behind them. This noble
broad walk is terminated by an obelifk of 120 feet, built on the
higheft ground ; it has a mythra, or fun, of fix feet diameter,
in gilded copper, at the top. This obelifk is divided from the
garden by an haha; but the view of the {heep feeding at the
foot of it, has as delightful an effe@ as if there was no fuch
feparation.

Upon the fame brow of the hill, below this fine walk, are
feveral irregular walks of different breadths, leading into the
i i1 vallew,
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valley. Thefe are covered by ftately trees, and receive the moft
heightened charms by a very large piece of water at the bottom,
on which there is a very pretty boat. You will remember it the
longer by the female rower, whofe vivacity induced her to try
ber fkill : it was not one of the leaft pleafing adventures of the
day ; Mifs Hywxss, her coulin Mr. Hxxs4, and the reverend
Mr. Bxs %%, compofed the crew. We made a coafting voyage
@@ the little enchanting ocean, where we difcovered feveral lit-
tle iflands, which are either planted or covered with rocks, un-
inhabited except by the feathered kind. This piece of water is
alfo rendered the more charming, by a light wooden bridge of
one arch ; another of more coft and beauty is intended to be
built, to ferve as a communication with the oppofite fide.

After pafling the bridge, the ground is fteep and lofty, and
covered with wood: a narrow path at the bottom of it leads
to the grotto of the nymph, which is formed in rude rock
work, almoft level with the water. Here is a marble bafon of
pure water, which is made ufe of as a cold bath. In the inte-
rior part of the niche over the bafon, is a marble ftatue of a
{leeping nymph, to whom this grotto is dedicated : fhe is co-
vered with a light garment, which hardly conceals her limbs.
At the foot of this bath is a marble {lab, with thefe lines, from

our cclebrated rore, which are admirably adapted to this plea-
fing gloomy fcene ;

“ Nymph of the grot, thefe facred [prings I keep,

“ And 1o the murmur of thefe waters flecp :

“ Stop, gentle reader, lightly tread the cave,

““ Or drink in filence, or in filence lave.” g
- 1



DESCRIPTION ¢f STOURTON. 9r

If my reafon fhould ever forfake me, as ftory fays that of a
very wife man once abandoned him, methinks I thould, like
him, fooner turn idolater for the fake of a living woman, than
idolize a dead one. But if the obje&t muft be made of wood
or ftone, the work of mens hands, fondly fuppofed to reprefent
fome fuperior agent, it thould be a nymph like this, arrayed in
native innocence, feated by the pure waters of a fubterraneous
bath ; not the filken rob’d virgin, arrayed with ribbands, crowns,
and perriwigs. How often have I feen the ftatue of the pious
virgin, placed in lofty grandeur, in folemn temples, hail'd with
anthems of celeftial mufic, but dreflfed out in gaudy colors, as
if {he had been a harlot, whofe proftitutions they meant to
commemorate |

From the grotto of the nymph, we proceeded to that adjoin-
ing, which is facred to the river god sTour, and to him infcrib-
ed by fome latin verfes. Here he fits in gloomy, awful majefty,
in a very natural attitude, with one of his legs in a pure bafon
of water, formed in rock-work, arched after the fame manner,
at the foot of a fteep hill covered with trees, which look vene-
rably antient. This ftatue is of lead.

As one advances, upon a more open and rifing ground under
the hill, is the temple dedicated to nmercures. This is a ro-
tunda or pantheon, calculated to receive in the centre a pedeftal
of about three feet high ; and the figure of this heathen deity
is about eight. It is a beautiful piece of marble-work, and
weighs about eight tuns: the ingenious Mr. rRysprack, after ten

years labor, has at length finithed it.
N 2 Perhaps
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Perhaps I fhould firft have mentioned the temple of CERES,
which is on the fide of the water neareft to the village. Here
is the figure of the goddefs, with her proper emblems, ftanding
in front as you open the door. On each fide are too commo-
dious feats, which are made in imitation of the pulvinaria, or
little beds which were placed near the altar at the time of fa-
crifice, and on which the pagans were wont to lay the images
of their gods in their temples. This building has a portico
fupported by columns. =~ Eight or ten feet below, level with the
water, in a fubterrancous grotto, is another figure of the river

god,

But it is not only what delights, but what does not fhock.
In this delicious abode are no cHinese works ; no monfters of
imagination, no deviations from nature, under the fond notien
of rasuron or TasTE: all is grand, or fimple, or a beautiful
mixture of both.

Mr. Hxxxs has formed his plan for extending his walks upon
the brow of the bill, through his park for near five miles. = By
this means he will take in the delightful views which porser-
SHIRE, WILTSHIRE, and soMERsETsHIRE afford : thefe: counties
all meet in his grounds. Part of Hampsmire is alfo to be feen,
and contributes its {hare to heighten the charms of this auguft
and captivating {cene. I wifh I was qualified to give }'ﬂu a de-
{cription equal to the merits of it. I am yours, &

1. BT
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L'E T TiE R 2XAXLL
To the ﬁrme.

i
Mapawm,

AN you bear with this medley of both worlds ? You can

have no reLisu for thefe epiftles, but as your tafte is
formed to moral fentiment. If we heighten our enjoyment of
this, by the pleafing expectation of a better world, we may pafs
from the ferious to the gay, or from the gay to the ferious,
with all the freedom and eafe of the moft accomplifhed courtier.
We are indeed fo compounded of body and foul, fo morTarL,
and {o 1MMORTAL, We can never arrive at a right knowledge of
the prefent life, without refle@ing attentively on a future ftate.
Whatever our prefent joys may be, they muit arife, in fome mea-
fure, from the paflions, of which norg is joyful, if not the moft
pleafing ; and the higheft obje& of hope is everlafting felicity.

Thofe, whofe hearts are ftrangers to enlvy, muft rejoice to
fee a man blefled with the goods of fortune, and difpenfing
them with a liberal hand. Mr. Hx#  « declares, by his counte-
nance, addrefs, and manners, the benignity of his mind. He
has feen the great world abroad, as well as at home ; and this
feems to give him a certain eafe and freedom, without which it
is impoflible to difcover the TrRUE ART or LiviNG., Itisan un-
happinefs which attends men of large fortunes, to be expofed to
the intrufion of crouds of company : they muft suow their gran-
deur ; and, confequently, often receive many they do not chufe
to entertain, and as many more, whom it cannot be imagined.

they efteem. Mr. Ha s %5 is liberal without prodigality, and
3 chari=
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charitable without oftentation. Thefe virtues grace his fortune,
and give real charms to his wealth.

I could not help obferving, on this cccafion, that the true
grandeur of ENGLAND is in the country : this is the proper {cene,
for thofe who do not hold the helm of ftate, to difplay great
talents in cultivating the arts of peace. We have already im-
proved our roads {o very much, they appear in many places as
avenues to gardens ; and indeed our fields and grounds are, in

many places, fuperior in beauty to thofe gardens where the moft
coft and labor has been beftowed. '

One effential part of the riches of a nation, confifts in good
buildings, whether in towns, villages, or farm-houfes; and in
this delicious ifland, what a number is there of magnificent edi-
fices. Clean, well-built, and commodious habitations, contri-
bute much to the eafy paflage through life. The greater the

pomesTic comforts, the lefs irkfome will be the toils of the %

r1eLD : clean clothes, wholfome diet, and fweet reft, are the
rewards of honeft induftry; the wealthy can Exjov but little
more. But for want of virtue, or attention in landlords, if fa-
milies increafe too faft, if fkill is wanted, or if the feafons are
unkind, the poor tenant fuffers: my lord fometimes chufes,
that TweNTY HONEST women in the country fhould go in RAGS,
rather than onNe in town, who is ot honeft, fhould go with-
out TweNTY fuits of filk and velvet.

How regular, moral, and happy, might the lives of men be
rendered, were half the labor and expence beftowed in the coun-
try, upon gencrous and ufeful purpofes, that is {quandered in

3 coftly
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coftly entertainments of eating, and rich apparel. This appears
ftrange in the eye of reafon, but it is true: both are NEcEssary
on soME occasions: and yet the firft is apt to embitter life
with difeafes, and fhorten the natural period of it, whilft the
latter is but a fplendid incumbrance.

The more virtue and induftry, the more the face of the coun-
try will be improved ; and the more it is improved, the more
pleafure it muft afford ; fo that men of true tafte and fortune
whilft they cultivate the pleafures and advantages of rural life,
may improve their morals. And fince this poor nation is go-
verned by fafhion, it may be hoped the time will come, when it
may be lefs fathionable to make journies to town, and more fo
to abftain from the pomp and vanity which prevail in great
cities. I think it is demonftrable, that the affembling o vaft a
number of people as LoNDON contains, is a POLITICAL DISEASE
it has been often obferved, that it {wells the head out of propor-
tion to the body. In the country there is fcope to exercife the
molft fertile genius, without mens preying on each other. Agri-
culture is the moft antient, and moft honorable of all employ-
ments : grain and pafturage are the true fources of commerce.
The means of improving and augmenting them, are worthy the .
ftudy of men of the beft education, not only for the benefit of

their particular eftates, but for the happinefs of their counti'y.
in general.

We ought, however, to caft an eye of pity on thofe who
being betrayed by their vanity, or got into a wrong trad,
live more ExpENsIVELY than fome sovereien PRrincks. The

proper
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proper susjects of the man of fortune, in the country, are
his tenants : is he ambitious of being truly great, let him feek
tueir happinefs ? The crearness derived from hence, would .
even enlarge the fields of ambition, and yet there would be
fewer competitors for PowER, in the courts of princes, and con-
{fequently fewer corroding paffions to imbitter their lives, and
mix theirs, and the peoples joys, with forrow. I am yours,
&re. i

L BT TR TR X KT

Zo the fame.
Mapawm,

S I was rambling in the fields, before the family was ftie-
A ring, I met a farmer, who miftaking me for Mr. Hyxxx, -
{aluted me with the appellation of coop sirl This is a com-
mon phrafe, but the halt he made, and the air with which he
uttered the words, gave me great pleafure ; I thought it was a
proof of the fincerity of his heart, and of the high fentiments
which he entertained of his landlord.

Whilft T was ruminating on this fubje&, I could ﬁot heliy‘
enquiring of my own heart why a man of fenfe may not be
happy with a {fmall fortune as well as a large one?

 Reafon’s whole pleafure all the joys of fenfe,

““ Lie in three words, HEALTH, PEACE, and COMPETENCE ;
““ And health confifis with temperance alone,

““ And peace, O Virtuel peace is all thy own.

But here the poet does not tell us what competence is, about
‘which mankind are fo much divided, concluding that as peace
' 18
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is the reward of virtue, contentment muft go along with it
and he that is contented, has a competence, or fomething better
than a competence; for many have this, and yet are not con-
tented. T always underftood that a common foldier, of a fober
character, might live upon fix-pence a day, and fecl no pain of
body or mind arifing from his having no more, and therefore
that fix-pence a day was m1s competence. To me, a clean
room, clean clothes, common food, with the LiperTyY of walk-
ing into the open fields, in fine weather, is competence. If to
thefe I can add health, with fome opportunities of doing good -
to my neighbor, it is more than competence; it is virTUOUS IN-
puLGeENcE. And as the kindnefs of providence is fhewn in the
wonderful effe@s of cuftom and habit, the deprivation even of
somE of thefe, might not deprive me of the means of happinefs.

The love of rask is as hatural to the mind, as sLeep is to the
body ; whether in riches or poverty, both muft be exercifed,
or they will decay. But can a wife man defire to be rich?
Great riches almoft unavoidably create numerous connexions and
dependences. In little minds they produce care and inquie-
tude, in the fame manner as great and inceffant motion difturb
the harmony of the animal economy, and throw us into fevers.
“ Wealth is a ftumbling-block to them that sacririce untoit;
¢ and every rooL fhall be taken therewith.”

Here in Mr. Hsxx» we faw what a great fortune can pur-
chafe when werr employed. The compafs of mens withes, as
founded in reafon and nature, is very narrow ; but fancy and
opinion, which have no bounds, ever lead us into a fool's pa-

O radife ;
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radife ; they deceive us to the very end of life : under their in-
fluecnce we never difcover the means of happinefs, much lefs
the rnp.  Well regulated paffions, and the joys of religion,
are things to which large poffeffions feldom contribute.  Virtue
is confefledly our {upreme felicity : but that condition of life
which experience proves to be moft afliftant to virtue, is not
therefore moft coveted. The reafon is plain. Too much at-
tention to the means of obtaining worldly goods ; or too great
confidence and complacency in the pofieflion of them, give the
mind a wrong bias. Hence rich men are oftentimes vicious,
who probably might have been virtuous in an humble fortune.
And hence arofe that declaration, in the hyperbolical ftrain of
the eaftern languages, that ¢“ fooner fhall a cable go thro’ the
““ eye of a needle, than a rich man enter into the kingdom of
“ heaven |”—Heaven forbid it thould be literally true! Large
pofleflions are someTIMES the fecret {pring of diffufive virtues ;
and we may fay, ¢ Blefled is the rich who is found without sLe-
“ misH, and hath not cone after gold.” True greatnefs of mind
confifts in mediocrity of enjoyment, and is not dependent ei-
ther on riches or poverty. Indeed men’s minds differ much in
this refpect.  As the phyfician who prefcribes without feeing his
patient, may be more eafily miftaken than he who watches the
fymptoms of the dileafe, {o the philofopher, or divine, ought to
confider what kinds, or quantitics of their medicines, ought to
be applied in particular cafes. But ftill I muft fay, that to put
us above temptation, or to keep temptation the further from
us, the petition, ‘“ Remove far from me vaniry and rres;
‘ give me neither PoverTy nor ricHis ; feed me with food
“ convenient for me,” is a wife prayer ; and men of eafy cir-

cumftances,
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cumftances, who find themfelves virTuousty difpofed, ought to
think themf{elves more marpy than if they were rici. And if
they are Nor virTvousLy inclined, lefs miferable than if the
mEANs of finful gratifications were put into their hands; fince
for the very reafon that they find themfelves inclined to evil,
they muft conclude, that the objeét which they defire, in the
fond hope that it will render them marry, may prove their Bane.
If we carry in conftant view this great roint, that virtue is our
fupreme felicity, riches will not dazzle, nor poverty difmay us.

I think, mapaM, Mr. He » % # is an inftance of great medio-
crity with a large fortune, for his temperance and moderation
conftitute a confiderable part of his charader, and render him
as amiable as his other good qualities.

You fee my attention to the concerns of the moral world,
leads me to contemplate the beauty of chara&ers, rather than
the delights of houfes and gardens.—Houfes and gardens will
moulder into ruin, but the man will ftand when the worLp
fhall be no more! Farewerr, I am yours, &e.

JesE e VRIS SOV,
Do the fame.

MabpawMm,
E could not but acknowledge the higheft obligation to
Mr. Hes 42 for the entertainment he gave us at sToUR-
ToN. You indeed are pousLy obliged, becaufe you enjoyed a
pousLE pleafure. You, who have given {uch prouf of a good
tafte in the difpofition of your rooms, and the pleafing orna-
O 2 ments
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ments of your own houfe, muft neceffarily enjoy a pleafure in
this way, as much beyond common mortals, as my lord knows
the fmack of the choiceft winks, better than his groom who
afpires no higher than rorTER,

This morning the fky lowr’d, and threatned an interruption
of our pleafures 5 but as {oon as you appeared, the fun'began
to fhine again with the fame benignant influence.

Mr. 1 4+ » gave us a frefh proof of his politenefs, and hu-
manity, by infifting on our taking his fervant as a guide to
wiLgy. ‘This place lies nine miles diftant, within the limits of
wiLTsHIRE ; the road to it is by wurte sueet hill, and the
greateft part of the way is over downs. The beautiful mixture
of woods and corn-lands, with downs covered with numerous
flocks of fheep, animate the views, and at once gives us the
higheft idea of the oppulence of this nation, and of the various
enchanting {cenes with which this ifland abounds.

The place of moft confequence near the road, is HiNDON, a
market-town, near which ftood the famous feat of the elder
Mr. Basssss%, Which was lately deftroyed by fire. I am told,
that when the news was brought to this gentleman, he faid ne-
thing, but took out his pocket-book ; and being afked what he
meant, he anfwered, with a philofophical indifference, “ T am
« reckoning how much ’twill coft me to rebuild my houfe.”

WiLEY is but a mean village, and lies on low ground. You
remember our walking on the caufeway, the road which led to
the inn being deep and full of water. We were not accommeo-

dated
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dated here in an elegant manner ; but being free from noife and
hurry, it was more comfortable to me than the inns in great
towns,

After dinner we fet out for amsriseury, diftant about nine
miles, over the fine turf of sarrspury rLarn.  The computed
miles of thefe crofs-roads appear much longer than meafured
ones; or perhaps it is, becaufe here are no mile-ftones, which
by convincing us that we are in the right path, beguile the way.
I am yours, &c.

R D e e A B
To the fame.

MaAapam,
T was not till the clofe of this evening when we arrived at
sTONE-HENGE, which lies within the diftance of three or four
miles from ameressury. We had not time to furvey thefe ftones
with that awful homage which is due to fuch remains of anti-
él:.]if}f. If we contemplate them on a fuppofition of their having
Been once embowelled in the earth, juft where they now ftand,
and the foil wathed from them by the deluge, it fills the foul
with religious fear, and awakens the heart to a fenfe of that in-
finite juftice, which once condemn’d mankind to abandon their
iniquities with their lives.  This thought occurred to me from
having often {een in porTUGAL, rocks which bear fome refem-
blance to thefe ftones in the pofition, but where no-body ever
imagined any art had been employed ; but here they fay are
marks of human defign, and the labor of mens hands,

They
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They fay alfo thefe ftones are the ruins of a temple of the
prUIDs,—You know the druids were pagan priefts, in whofe
hands the ecclefiaftical power was lodged, and as being perfons
the moft diftinguifhed for their learning, they were fubmitted
to, in thofe early times, with a more implicit obedience than
fome chriftians now fubmit to papal authority : though it may
be atked, if an antient BriToN could pay more refpet to a DrUID
than a romanisT when he profefles to believe in tranfubftantia-
tion ? The pruips believed the immortality of the foul. They
likewife offered the facrifice of beafts, after the manner of the
chofen people of the aLmicuTy ; butas thefe lighted their altars
to the great maker of the world, their king, their parent, and
their cop ; the druids burnt incenfe to mErcury, and other
imaginary deities to whom they blindly afcribed the attributes
of the one {upreme.

The punifhment inflited on thofe who refufed to fubmit to
the decifion of thefe priefts, was excommunication : this was fo
dreadful in its confequences, and held as {o great a misfortune,
that they became in fome meafure mafters of the civil, as well as
the ecclefiaftical power. Their influence extended {o far, that
they have even fometimes prevented the calamitous effe@s of
war, and ftept between armies on the point of engaging.

Thefe priefts fpread themfelves over GErmany as well as many
other countries ; at what period of time it is not ealy to di-
cover ; but the czLr1, who came from crerce, peopled cauL
(or srance) and thence tranfplanted themfelves into this deli-
cious ifland. I am told, that the werLck, and inhabitants of

2 BRITANY,
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BRITANY, yet underftand each others language. But the learn-
ing of the eaft is not fuppofed to have been communicated to
thefe weftern regions, till about the year of the world 3440,
when cameyses king of prrsia marched into ecveT with a
great army, and by his cruelties fcattered their priefts, and.

diffufed their learning.

We may fuppofe it was about this time, 500 years before
cHrisT, that the high-prieft, or arcn-pruip, made choice of
this plain to erect a temple of ftupendous ftructure, as if he in-
tended it as a memorial through all the viciflitudes of time, even
to the diffolution of the globe. We fee it was compofed of
ftones of fuch quality and dimenfion, that the circuit of 2250
years has made but little impreffion on fome of them ; the ve-
ftiges of this temple yet remaining, in {pite of the ravages of
time. It is computed that fome of thefe ftones weigh forty
tons, tho’ it is faid, they could not be brought from a lefs di-
ftance than near marLBoroucH, which is {ixteen miles.

It is not eafy to difcover the ufe of fuch coftly inventions as
are calculated to remove whole mountains, when the fame
work may be eafily done in parts ; but we muft conclude, that
our progenitors had fome extraordinary vehicles for the convey-
ance of thefe ftones. We know that a way may be made of
timber, with grooves, and carriages fitted to them, either to be
drawn on an exact level, or an eafly decline ; and by the meer
weight of the load to run down hill. This method will convey
- prodigious weights with an eafy purchafe. To draw forty tons
in the common way, upon the hardeft even furface, upon wheels,

would
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would require near fixty yoke of oxen: and if thefe could pull
all together, what ftrength of tackle would be required to drag
fo great a weight. "

If it is granted that this was an antient temple of the pruips,
and that the figure and dimenfion of its parts can be traced
out, it muft follow that many ftones have been broken and re-
moved ; that others have remained for this long traé of years, is
the more probable, from their being a kind of blue coarfe mar-
ble. There are twelve or fourteen of thefe prodigious ftones
yet ftanding near each other, of about 20 feet perpendicular.
I obferved, that there are fome, of near the fame dimenfions,
placed horizontal on the upright ftones, and fupported by them.
It feems as if the different parts of the building confifted each
of one folid ftone, hewn to a proper fize : nor ought we to be
furprized at this kind of pride, fince we fee it prevail in ever):f
quarter of the globe where grand edifices are erected, tho’ they
are now differently modified, and more labor’d with ornaments,
than thefe probably were. We are told, that the foundations of
thefe ftones are made by holes dug in the chalk, which is found
here after a fhallow ftratum of earth. The greateft part of thefe
downs are chalk near the furface, notwithftanding many parté‘:
of them have, in thefe latter ages of induftry and fkill, been
converted into corn-lands.

What confirms antiquarians in a belief that this was really a
temple of the prups, is the great number of barrows or hil%
locks which furround this place. I think they reckon above a
hundred, where it is fuppofed the princes and great men of

2 . thofe
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thofe times were interred.  Near them might ftand fuch planta-
tions as were neceflary to the performance of the rcligioijs rites
of the pruips : you know they held the mifleto in great vene-
ration, and oak branches were alfo ufed at their facrifices,

It was fo late as the reign of HENrY viir. when plates of tin
were dug up here, with infcriptions on them; no body could
then decypher the chara&ers, and fince that time they have
been loft. Much later refearches have difcovered urns with afhes
and the bones of human bodies; alfo the heads and bones of
oxen, and other animals, {uppofed to be ufed in the facrifices
which the pruips were wont to make.

Let us conclude, for there can be no great harm in it, that
this was the st. rauL’s of the pruips, of that time; and that
no lefs honors were paid to it, than the MaHOMMEDANS now
{how to mecca and Mepina, or the romisH chriftians to jrru-

SALEM.

But whilft we look back with reverence for more than 2250
years, we may contemplate the condition of mankind, by con-
fidering the fate of the roman empire ; and, if we may judge
from its prefent ftate, the almoft total diffolution of the rersian
monarchy, fo often fubverted within this period. How many
lefler kingdoms have been eftablifhed ; and what numbers of
ftates diffolved and changed their form | How many great cities
have been deftroyed, by the hoftile hands of enemies, {wallowed
up by earthquakes; or mouldered into ruins, from various caufes!
—And, laftly, with how many millions of inhabitants the re-

gions beyond the grave have been recruited !
P If
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If we fuppole that the world was then as well peopled as it
now is, and continued fo; and that the prefent calculation
reaches to four hundred millions : and if the lives of the hu-
man {pecies, as is calculated and obferved, one with ano-
ther, do not exceed feventeen years, then there has been an
increafe of about fifty-two thoufand nine hundred and forty-one
millions of fouls in the world of {pirits, in this period only, near
one hundred and thirty-two times as many as are now alive on
the face of the whole earth!

If you afk me what I would Teacu by this far-fetched re-
flection ? I only LEARN, MaDaM, to regard this world with the
more indifference, as my life feems to be but for a MoMENT ; and
vMysELF, in {o vaft a multitude, as an atom. But as I believe
the immortality of the foul, my being is of infinite importance,
and I will prepare to join with millions of bleffed fpirits, in joy-~
ful praifes to him who gave me this being, and with it a capa-
city of happinefs, not for two thoufand years, but to all eternity !

(¢ Eternityl —thon pleafing, dreadful thought I')

¢ as a drop of water unto the fea, and a gravel ftone in com-

« parifon of the fand, fo are a thoufand years to the days of
¢ eternity I AbIEU.

L'E T T/E/R «XXXVE

To Mrs. D s .

Mapawm, _
T was late in the evening before we reached AmsrEssURY,
I which made the reception we met with the more inconve-
nient. There is fomething difagreeable at befl, in the firft mo=
ments
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ments after a journey, even with all the advantages of good
roads, an eafy carriage, and a commodious houfe to come into.
But you was again difturbed by foldiers ; part of Lorp crorcr
BENTINCE's regiment of infantry was now juft arrived from
SALISBURY, in their march for essEx.

You have feen how natural it is to men of {peculative minds,
to make refletions on every incident which is in the leaft un-
common. The alarms of war led me to confider, how thefe fol-
diers might be moft advantagioufly employed, to fuccour us in
cafe of neceflity.

Do you remember the lavifh affurances which the hoftefs gave
us that fhe had good accommodation, and at the fame time
conduéted us to an apartment where no lefs than fifteen or
twenty foldiers had taken poffeffion? It is true, they were un-
der good difcipline, for, at the command of this rFEMALE cap-
TaIN, they changed their apartment : more was not to be ex-
pected ; and I made good your retreat to another houfe, with
the fame indignation of her behaviour; asif I had delivered you
from the hoftile hands of fome bold invader, not without a fen-
fibility of that pleafure, which true gallantry always affords to
minds not devoid of generofity.

You obferved how this poor woman was blinded and con-
founded by the profpect of a little gain : She neither faw, heard,
nor underftood. You have lived long enough to know, that thefe
are but the natural effe@s of paffions unguided, and unreftrained.
You have alfo obferved, how apt mankind are to talk, to a&, to
deviate from their true intereft ; how they grafp at the tranfient
' P2 pleafures
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pleafures of the prefent moment, and facrifice truth and con-
{cience for trifles. 'Tis a common misfortune, like this woman,
to afpire at things beyond our reach: moderate defires, with
probity of mind, will condué us fafe ; we need not expofe
ourfelves to danger. FaREWELL.

L E T . T.E R | XXXVIL
Do the fame.

M."ﬁ- DA '.L‘I:fr

SINGE happily we had not a better opportunity to refle&
on the nature of refentment, we will take the advantage
of the flender occafion given us by our landlady at amBrEs-
BURY.

I have more than once obferved, that from a fond notion of
cenerosiTy of fpirit, we refent offences committed by our
EQUALS or suPERIORs, when we confider thofe of our INFE-
riors, as below our regard. Serr-preservaTION indeed pleads
moft for perence where the injury may be moft HurTFUL ; but
in this cafe, more particularly, rviL is moft eafily overcome by
coop, This feems to be the moft effe@ual way to conquer

thofe who will be an over-match for us if we grow ancry.
“ The piscreTioN of a man pererreTH his anger ; and it is.

¢ his cLorY to pafs over a tranfgreflion.”

But if we confider forgivenefs as a divine precept, it is im-
preft with a mark of glory, as far beyond the gratification of the
higheft earthly ambition, as * thunder is louder than a whif~
¢ per.” Perhaps it favors too much of roricy, and too little of

HONESTY 3
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HONESTY 5 yet it is not bad advice which is given by the poet,
when neither REASON nor EXPERIENCE {uggefts a BETTER remedy:

““ Learn 1o DISSEMBLE wrongs, fo SMILE af injuries,
““ To LAUGH at crimes thou wants the power to punifb.
€ Zbat is the way to live in fuch a world as this.”

SMILING AT INJURIES, and LAUGHING AT crimEs, indeed:
found prettier in poetry than in moral rules; for the integrity of
the heart feems to forbid both. This however may be obferved,
that there are fome occafions in which it is not only moft fafe,
but moft virtuous to pIssEMBLE wrongs.

And why fhould we expofe ourfelves to danger, becaufe other
people happen to be foolifh or wicked ? Or why indulge a re-
fentment, which corrodes the heart, and robs the foul of its
tranquillity ? Can the passions do us juftice ? Will not reasox
do it much BeTTER ? Thofe may increafe the evil ; this will di-
minith it. And can refentment be indulged without fome defire
of revenge? And what is revenge ?

““ Revenge is out a frailty, incident
“ To craz’d and fickly minds, the poor content
“ Of little fouls, unable to furmount

“ An injury, too weak to bear affront.”

Here again the word rrarLry fuited the poet for his jingle,
or he would have called it wickepness. The faviour of man-
kind tells us *“ his kingdom 18 not of this world.” So very dif-
ferent was his rule of condu& from the common practice of
mankind, as the facred hiftory of his life informs us, that
“ when he was reviled, he reviled not again!” Can we imitate

2 p 2
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a more glorious example ? Can the gratification of pride or an-
ger afford fo exalted a pleafure, as the following nis fteps, at
whofe very name the angeLs bow ? "Tis a violence on common
{enfe, as well as an infult to the majesTy of heaven, to repeat
the Lorps prayer, and yet withhold our forgivenefs. ¢ He that
¢ {heweth no mercy to a man who is Like HimseLF, doth he
¢ afk forgivenefs of his own {ins ?”

““ No man is truly erear,” fays your favorite author, * wheo
““ does not look upon every thing in the world as LirTLe.” And
in the eyc of religion or philofophy, is it not the leaft of all little
things to indulge reseNTMENTS, which are not conducive to
our own happinefs, and injurious to that of others ?

Our paflions mix with almoft every action of our lives, and
moft of all our pride; but what a fuperiority do thofe acquire
who are asove pride, who exalt themfelves, and become invul-
nerable, even by their rumirity. This is to be greater than the

greateft, whofe grandeur is derived only from external things. .

As to thofe suicuTs, which the moft virtuous and judicious
{fometimes encounter, they are generally the effe@s of vicious
paflions, or a weak judgment. As to the pesire of monopolizing
the love of thofe we value moft; or the expecTaTION that they
will be conftant, and equal, in the expreflion of their regards to
us, when they are not fo to themfelves, nor yet we to ourfelves,
it is a folly which nothing but inexperience can excufe. The
eager defire of being well fpoken of by arL people, and. the
fhowing refentment when we are not, is alfo a roisLg, for
this cannot be, in the nature of things, if we act confiftent with

common
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common honefty. ¢ Wo be to him of whom aLr men {peak
“ well,” Our happinefs muft be built on the foundation of a
confcious innocence : the reft fhould be confidered as merely
accidental, and not lay us open to any great joy or sORROWs

But to bring the matter mome : in every inftance in which you
are conicious of error, fay to your heart, “ 1 was betray’d by
< prejudice, or paffion: or I judged ill ; I will be more watch-
¢ ful for the future, and corre& myfelf.” Butif, in your opinion,
the fault belongs to another ; if you cannot correct it, without
bringing on greater evils, you may at leaft beftow your cua-
srrv on all mankind, by being sorry for their faults,

With regard to the more tender concerns of life ; our refent-
ments, for fuch will fometimes arife, ought to die as {foon as theg
are born, whillt in {pite of our frailties we fhould endevor to
make our friendfhips immortal. But virtue is the only true ce-
ment. Let a man be never {o zealous in his friendthip, if his
principles are not good, he is dangerous. And can he be a good
man who does not think that heaven’s darling attribute is for-
givene(s ? Or can ue be amiable of whom it is faid *“ he is a
¢ goop friend, but a srrTER enemy P’ Is not this to be adlave
to pride and anger? To be virtuous only as the ruling paflion
dire&@s, be it according to reafon or not? Ina word, ¢ Remem-
¢ ber thy end, and let enmity ceafe. Remember corruption and
“ death, and abide in the commandments.”

All the ties which bind mankind, have fome mixture of blind
affection ; happy, perhaps, that it is fo, fince we are apt to
fee the faults of others in fo different a light from our own.

| 2 But
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But as thefe affe@ions are regulated by a greater or lefler pro-
portion ef reafon or virtue, they bid faireft to be moft happy
and lafting. In the mean while let us be cautious to whom we
are much obliged, that we may not be ungrateful, nor violate
truth by profefling efteem where we have none.

But where vice or folly, paflions or interefts, {eparate thofe
who were once united, ftill there is fomething facred in thofe
profeflions of regard, that were firft made on virtuous prin-
ciples, which ought to engage our care and folicitude, even
for thofe who are carelefs and negligent of themfelves; for if
our compaflion and humanity ought to extend to aLL mankind,
the duty becomes ftronger in proportion to our knowledge of
the wants of individuals ; and, as our faviour tells us he came
to heal the sicx, not the sounp, we muft never lofe fight of
fuch perfons, whilft there is any hope of recovery; efpecially,
if perchance the fault is, in fome meafure, chargeable to our-
felves. I am yours, &,

L E:T  TER VXX XVII
To the fame.

Mapay,

H O’ I have thus taken the liberty to moralize, in confe-

quence of the condué of our hoftefs, we muft not for-
get that {he was {o true to her own intereft, as to provide us
lodgings at a private houfe. My apartment had the moft marks
of poverty of any I have feen for many a long day; but as
flecp vifits the eyes of peafants, when kings muft often fub-
mit to count the tedious hours, my reft was a perfe@ image

of
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of dé_:ith. Such was not your good fortune ; you complained
the next morning of noify foldiers, who before the dawn of
day drew up in order near your window, and for the third time
prevented your repofe.

You faw enough of military men, in this journey, to give you
fome idea of thofe alarms that happen in countries which are
the feats of war ; an event which could not be thought mira-
culous was it to happen in this: but from which, may it ever
pleafe the aLmicHTY to deliver us |

But fince there is fuch apparent danger of war, we may in-
dulge a few thoughts on fo interefting a fubje& ; and roufe a
marTIAL {pirit, if it does not excite too passionaTe a refent-,
ment. The great obje@s which we ought to keep in view, are
justick and sareTy ; thefe include the idea of NaTIONAL HO-
NoR, and are as far {uperior to the fond notion of what is generally
underftood by miLiTARY Grory, as humanity and the PrESER-
vaTioN of GoDp’s creatures, are to be preferred to their pe-
sTRucTION. HEATHENs might idolize nmaRrs, but cHRISTIANS
cannot, War is as great a proof of the folly, as it is of the
iniquity of mankind, and always carries its fcourge along with
it. Well may we fay, with Mr. rowg,

“ Thou fell monfler, war | that in a wmoment . ,

 Lay'f} wafle the nobleft pare of the creation,
““The boaft and riafler-piece of the great maker,

““'That wears in vain tb' impreffion of bis image.”

And yet how much more defirous is one part of mankind, to

fee war prevail, than reason and jusTice o prevent it] Ava- o,

Q RICE
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rice and amsrtion lurk fecretly in many a good heart, which
would throw blufhes into the cheek, were it fenfible of the
weaknefs. To form a right judgment of this fubje&, we muft
mix the sacacity of the rox, with the cenTLENEss of the

vame, and add the sTreEnGTH and REsoLuTION of the Lion, but
not his FIERCENESS.

But will our fuperiority in naval ftrength ; will our numbers
in AMERICA, induce France to fubmit? Will fo proud, fo pow-
erful, fo aive, fo fkilful a nation, give up a point of fuch vaft
importance, without a ftruggle ? There is this in favor of the
opinion, fhe may acquiefce at this time, that her fubmiffion
will give her an increase of power, to make provifion for a
FUTURE DAY, when rucirer fhall again tempt her to difturb
the repofe of mankind by her encroachments.

You will hear many depreciate the power of rrance, and
accufe thofe of having rrencu hearts, who {peak with fome
refpe& of her ftrength at fea. It is very happy for us, at this
time, that it is not greater ; and yet, if we confider, that fhe
probably will abandon her merchants for a time, and coLrect
her force to dire& it all at one point, whilft we muft divide
and fubdivide fome portion of ours, as we cannot tell whers
the blow may be dire&ted, the supErIORITY on our part be-
comes fo much the LEss.

Granting that both nations prepare for war, it does not ap-
pear that either pEsire it, as an eligible thing, at this time,
To commercial nations it is never eligible; for whilft it
confumes their blood and treafure, it firikes at the root

of their greatnefs. - It is our duty to ourfelves, to bring
3

~ things
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things to as Ipeedy and certain an iffue as poflible ; therefore, un-
der our prefent circumftances, negotiations which may be fpun
out toa great length, muft leave us in a worfe condition than we
are now in. - We have begun in amgerica : will it not be dange-
rous if we ceafe to at ? Encrisu policy feems hitherto a match
for FrRENCH, butitis becaufe we have added acrioy to pEaTE,
and {poken from the mouths of our great guns: happy, if by
the effe@ual ufe of thefe, we can recover the opjecT in view,
and, by a fudden rapid fuccefs, coNrounD the rrENcH, and pre-
vent a war !

Men who are interefted with regard to private gain; or
thofe whofe blood has too quick a motion, who think only of
revenge and {laughter, or of leading the captive enemy in
chains 3 fuch perfons fhould be taught to know, that war is a
very great eviL, and the ForTUNE of it uNcErTAIN. We can-
not tell to what dangers it may expofe us; nor, with all our
feeming fuperiority, what evils we may fuffer by it.

Happy if we could prevent the effufion of FrExcH blood and
our own | Humanity forbids us to diftrefs the rrencn if we can
avoid it. As nations, and as individuals, we ought to confider
what men fhould be to men : they are under the common care
of the fame beneficent being, who has no delight in the mifery
of his creatures, |

Thrice happy then if we can prevent the heart-bleeding for-
rows of the widow, and the lamenting tears of orphans; the
pangs of tender mothers, and the fad fighs of fraternal love ;

Q.2 the
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the father’s anguifh for his bleeding {fon, or for his daughter
weeping for her lover now no more,

Safe from the fears and cares of war, let the thepherd watch
his flocks, and the weaver attend his loom. Let the hufband-
man fow and reap till his granaries are full. Whilft the great
and noble %iw: living proof that * a man’s life confifteth not
“ in the abundance that he pofiefieth;” that virtuous moderation
is preferable to “ill-bought {plendor ; and well piscreringD paf-
{ions, more pleafing companions than thofe which are muTiNnoUsS.
'Then may we fave this sPENDTHRIFT nation from the panGERs
which Lurk in our paTHs ; joy and calm repofe will meet us
on the fair banks of filver THamzs ; and, in {feraphic language,
we may {ing hallelujahs to the prince of peace; ¢ glory be to
“ gop on high, on earth peace, good-will towards men [”

But if there is sareTy only in the humiliation of our foes ;
if nisTory will not warrant our NEGLECTING this occafion, left
a worfe fhould fhortly overtake us: if rrance is averfe to
THIS WAR, only from being confcious fhe is not yet equal to
the trial the defigns to make hereafter ; or sErms more averfe
than fhe is, in hopes to lull us into a dangerous repofe :
Mav neaven AssisT us | And if our hearts muft keep time
to the fhrill trumpet’s dread alarms, let us play off the sriT1sm
thunder with errtisu {pirits: let us, when the occafion de-
mands, range our {quadrons by fea or land, in all the pomp of
wir.  And if a pious reverence for our religion and laws, no
longer influence uvs, as they did our ancesTors, whofe blood

2 has
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has {o often ftreamed for us their posTERITY, let us beg, with
Mr. ADDISON,

““ May'f} thou, great LIBERTY, infpire our fouls,
“ And make our L1VEs in thy poffefion bappy,
“ Or our peATHS glorious in thy juff defenfe.

And furely it is better to run the rifk of dying, a little before
the common period of life, than supmiT to receive laws from
a conqueror, who will take thofe Lives if he pleafes, as he al-
ready may have taken our prorerTY.

5 To live, is to emjoy
““ What MARRS our blifs does z’g'fg deftroy ;"

Let us then poflefs our {fouls in picty and refignation to cob,
and look on life and death indifferently. It is not in mortals
to commanp fuccels ; but when the occafion calls, let our piety
and valor deferve it.

Thus, upon the principle of love to Gop and man, as our
caufe is juft, I hope we fhall difcharge our duty. Our counfels
feem to be conducted with wispom ; and, as we do not ruth
into this war with more f{pirit than wit, I hope we fhall not
leave it with more caution than fteadinefs. As the cafe now
feems to ftand, there is no danger of having our views fruftrated
by other powers; we are going on a NEW PLAN ; may heaven
profper it | We were in a fair way of being totally ruined by
FLEMIsH wars, and now we muft roufe all our vigilance and bra-
very to ward off the danger of invasion. T hope we fhall pre-
pare a larger portion of our ftrength than we have generally em-

ployed in the beginning of former wars.
I‘—Iappii}_r_
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Happily for us, our armies are under the command of a
prINcE who has knowledge and experience ; is attentive to dif-
cipline, and watchful of opportunities ; who is beloved by his
ratHer and his soverzieN united in one ;. whofe glory it will
be, not to perEND us only, but to HuUMBLE our enemies. . In the
mean while as our naval ftrength being fo much under the di-
reCtion of a noble lord who loves his BusinEgss, and underftands
his pury ; whofe ruling paflion is to promote the honor and -
welfare of the fervice, may we not expect that, by his fkill and
bravery, with that of our admirals, officers, and feamen, our
navy will anfwer all the purpofes which can rReasonaBLY be ex-
pected ?

As {peculative warriors and politicians, we may expatiate at
large. Itis an impious prefumption to pretend to FORETELL any
thing with regard to war: but -it is a duty to hope we fhall
{trike BravELY HoME, where we can ftrike home ; not scaLk
FORTRESSES, as if we meant to deliver captive virgins from
ENCHANTED casTLES. And however romantic the notion may
appear ; if it pleafe cop to give our arms fuccefs, I hope it will
pleafe him alfo, that, by the jusTesT methods, we may fet
bounds to the growth of that naval power which muft give {uch
umbrage, diftruft, and well-grounded {ufpicion on our fide, as
will probably occafion ruture wars. The nature of mankind
muft be altered, or both nations cannot be veEry powERFUL at fea :
which of the two has the right of being sareLy surerior on the
principle of sELr-PrEsErvaTION, let the honeft and difcerning
of every nation under heaven, determine.

With
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With regard to ourfelves, in general, let us do our duty 5 let
him who has no fword, buy one, and refolve to pofiefs his foul
in fortitude, and freedom from difmay, tho’ rrance, by any
hard deftiny to us, were to land a potent army. But whatever
principle or rule of condué¢t we may adopt, be it the effe& of
national pride, or fear, ambition or avarice, if we are not vir-
tuous in reality, we muft endevor to appear fo. There is a
time when the aprearaNCE of national virtue is effentially necef-
fary to the {fupport of a free ftate. The love of moNEY, and of
PLEASURE, are ruling paffions with us ; but can we gratify them
equally in war, as in peace? when the ftate is in danger, and our
foes contriving our ruin, as when we enjoy an undifturbed fe-
curity ? Is not this inconfiftent with thefe very paflions? We
muft rirsT confider what is properly called the main cuance,
for even that may be at flake.

But not to attempt to prove what ought to be done upon
motives of pecuniary INTEREsT, let us confider what is our
duty, on thofe of national honor, fafety, and the moral obliga-
tions of individuals. This indeed requires a degiee of zeal
which is not much in fafthion ; but we have occafion for it, and
we muft not {uffer it to be ExTINGUIsHED, for that would rRuLy
us in the ENp. He who would have it THouGut that he has
the welfare of his country at heart, and does not demonftrate.
that he has, when the occafion requires, but negle@s the op-
portunity, or looks on it with indifference, offends againit his
own felf-love. Can HE expe& to be confidered as a oop {ub-
je&, or a goop man? Can ue, with a good countenance, in-
treat for PROTECTION on EXTREME EMERGENCIEs ! Can HE €X-

pect
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pect to receive that care and indulgence which is naturally due,

from a wife government, to thofe who perform their pury.

to 1t?

'The love of our country includes almoft every focial duty ;
Jet us be ready to fly to the fuccour of it: as our anceftors have
hazarded their lives for us, let us not befparing of ours for po-
fterity. It is a virtue which will certainly be rewarded. If of the
Two EVILs we judge war to be the LEasT, let us make it as
light as poflible, by puthing it on with vicor, in hopes of bring-
ing it to a fpeedy iffue. But for this purpofe Money is effen-
tially neceflary, and it muft be raifed in fome fhape or other.

I think, mapam, you have too much fpirit to confider this
fubjec as ufelefs or unprofitable to yourfelf: indeed you are =
TerEsTED deeply; every lady of fentiment, every woman of
underftanding, muft be fenfible that war cannot be carried on
without suepries, and that thofe fupplies muft come from the
hands of individuals, women as well as men. The queftion is
plain and intelligible ; nothing is required but common fenfe,
and good affe@ions.” A BrITISH LADY, who has a right' t-‘:-:;lr.u.':'a‘--'T
tion, and is endowed with underftanding, has alfo the famé{
love of liberty and her country, as a BRITISH LORD Or GENTLE-
man.  Who can tell what occafion there may be for your fer-
vices ? But it is certain, that fhe who voluntarily gives up her
jewels and plate, with a view to aflift the ﬂ;ate, as the roMAN
ladies did, on feveral occafions, a&s with as'gallant a {pirit, as
her hufband , her brother, or her fon, who offers his fervice,
upon an emergency, and expofes his perfon in battle. T'am

yours, &c. Lk
L E T-

- — ) an
[ LT AR e e T, L S S
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LETT ER XXXIX.

To the fame.
Mapaw, Thurfday.

HE gay morn arrived glittering with dewy gems! How

rapturous ’tis to behold the fun on the horizon’s verge,
rifing in soLEmN majefty, replete with genial warmth and ra-
diance, to gladden the fons of men ! In common LaNGuack, have
you ever experienced the advantages of rifing early ? No body
difputes that it conduces to health, fince it not only renders the
night fleep found and refrefhing, but prevents the body from
being foftned and enervated : and what is of no lefs import-
ance, it invigorates the mind. Health is the falt of life, with-
out which it has no relith: ¢ It is the virTur of the Bopy, and
¢ the coop rorTuNE of the sour.” Or, in other words, of greater
authority, “ there are No ricues above a sounp body, and no
¢« joy above the jov of the uearT.”

The ideas of neaLTH and LonG LiFg, are oftentimes united,
but they are very diftinc things : rifing early, indeed, increafes
both ; and whilft we live a greater number of days, {feveral
hours are added to each of thofe days; hours of moft enjoy-
ment, becaufe in thefe we have moft the command of ourfelves ;
whilft the intemperate and the idle, of every denomination, fuf-
fer themfelves to be detained in the arms of death, of which
fleep is an image; or meditate with broken and entangled
thoughts, expreffive neither of life nor death.

‘With regard to the concerns of this world, it is very empha-
tically faid, ¢ he that rifeth early fhall fit among princes, he
R ¢ fhall
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¢ fhall not fit among common men.” The promife of tempo-
ral advantages extends equally to the female world, and to the
higheft as well as the loweft claffes of mankind. If we confider
it philofophically, it is departing from nature, for man, who
is a thinking, active being, to fleep more than nature requires;
and it is impiety to imitate thofe irrational animals, of whom
nature makes no other demand than to fleep, except the gratify-
ing their appetites. FarewerL, I am yours, &%.

L'Ed TR R X
Zo. the Jame.

MAapawM,
E left our private quarters, and broke our faft in pub-
lic, at the cEorGE. Three more companies of the fame
regiment were then juft arrived from savisgury. They made
this a fhort march, defigning to reach marLzoroUGH the next

day.

AMBRESBURY is a very antient place. Hiftorians tell us here-
once ftood a monaftery built by a sriT1su prince for the recep-
tion of monks. Thefe were to pray for the fouls of thofe who
were {lain by uENGIsT the saxon, who treacheroufly murdered
all the followers of king vorTicern. But to come down to
later ages, we find that in this village was a nunnery, where
the queen of menry 111 ended her days in quiet, with many
ladies of the firft quality, who chofe this retrecat from the
world.

The neighboring country is indeed delightful, but the town
or village makes but a mean figure at prefent, and therefore I
am



Descrirrion of AMBRESBURY. 123

am the more obliged to our landlady who gave occafion for my
thoughts on refentment, a {fubject more interefting than whether
a battle was fought at this, or any other place, five hundred
years ago.

The obje& which next invited our eyes, was amBrESBURY-
aspy, the feat of the duke of queeNBoroucH. This manfion
adjoins to the village, and is fituated on the river avon, whofe
waters meander through the gardens.  The duke has inclofed a
hill, and planted it in a beautiful manner. The afcent on the
fide towards the river is very fteep, and part of it is formed into
a terrafs, one fide of which is thirty or forty feet, almoft perpen-
dicular: but there feems to be an impropriety in a narrow walk
fo fituated without rails. Above this, the ground ftill rifes, and
the fummit affords feveral grand and delightful views of a rich
and fertile country. The defcents from this ground towards the
houfe, are eafy, and form many pleafing walks of mofiy turf.

There is a bridge over the river, and alfo an imiTaTION Of 2
cuinesk houfe, which is well fhaded, and agreeable, but it
confifts only of one room, and is yet unfinifhed. Here is great
{cope for the improvement of the neighboring meadows, and
the canals which border the avenue to the houfe, are very foul.
Thus they appear without form or beauty ; whereas, if the
banks were made into an eafy defcent, and the canals cleanfed,
they muft afford that delight which the aflemblage of other ob-
jeéts would then add to them. I think, Madam, our curiofity
flagg’d in not vifiting the palace of a duke, built by the famous
INIGO JoNEs ; but indeed it has no great reputation. FAREWELL.

R 2 L:E ‘F=
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LisE. ST sl iR i lul
To Mrs. Ognnssw

Map awm,
R OM smBrESBURY-ABBY, We proceceded fourteen miles to
sTOCKBRIDGE, the road for the moft part lying over downs,
which divide the delightful counties of wiLtTsmire and mame-
suIrE, and afford many charming profpeéts.

The zephyrs which now {ported in the air, the brightnefs of
the fky, and the beautiful variety and verdure of the earth,
feemed to vie with each other, whether they fhould moft en-
chant the mind with the love of rural joys, or excite a contempt
of thofe pleafures, that nourifh the corroding paffions which
prevail in great cities.

It was in this morning’s journey, that my imagination took 2
flight above the earth. The brightnefs of the azure fky, received
an uncommon beauty from the clouds which flew on high,
cloathed in milky white, and prefented to the eye of my fancy the
appearance of an ANGEL. Methought I faw one of thefe wing-
ed meflengers of heaven diredling his courfe, through the vaft
expanfe, towards the local f{eat of that ineffable glory, which
inclofes the more mimeDIATE prefence of the cop, invifible to
mortal eyes ! I faw the {pirit approach, as near as anGELs can
approach, the throne of that one su#rEME, in the contempla-
tion of whofe perfections, all the powers of my foul were ab-

forbed. '
Lo | the great ruler of the world, from bigh,

Look'd fniling down, with a propitious eye.
2 With
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With the eye of conTempLaTION, I faw the aLmicHTY looking
down with parental tendernefs on all the children of men ; ob-
ferving all their words, and actions; all the counfels and de-
vices of their hearts ; sLow in punisuing their criMEs, and
DELIGHTING in their virTuEs | T confidered myfelf of the fpe-
cies of credted beings, the nobleft of the vifible world, and, ap-
pointed by cop, under his own government, the fovereigns of it.
I refle@ed how plentifully nature, or that course of things.
which is dire&ted by cop, has provided for all our wants ; and
that the omnipotence of this great governor of the univerfe, is
conftantly employed to guard, and to preferve us through the
journEey of life.

Hence it was but common virtue to conclude, with what a
warmTH of gratitude! with what a sTEapy, uniform purpofe
of foul | with what a sinceriTY of heart, we ought to employ
our FREEDOM OF ACTING, to engage the continuance of his love
and prote@ion |—His loving-kindnefs and mercy will endure
through all the viciflitudes of this mortal ftate ; through all the
changes we muft pafs ; beyond all the records of time ; far, far
beyond the utmoft periods which the human foul can grafp,
even to eternity !

After indulging this reverie, like a common mortal I pur-
fued my journey on the furface of the globe, in hopes that we
were all in the fafr road to that elyzium, of which the warmeft
imagination of poets, or the heart, flaming with feraphic love,.
can form but imperfeé ideas,

And
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And now, mapam, what ufe will you make of this rhapfody ?
If I have the happinefs of reaching thofe regions of immorta-
lity, where I have been wandering, I fhall be glad to meet you
there, and all my friends: Happy 1F ALL MANKIND couLD MEET |
Perhaps my {cat may be rower than yours, and yet part of my
pleafure may be to know that you pofiels a uicuer than my
own; for if it is fo pleafing to fee our friends happy here,
it muft be more {fo, where there is No ENVY, no ENMITY, oOf
PERTURBATION, where aLL are compLEATLY happy, tho’ not ALL
in the fame height of felicity, FarewsLL.

Lt B gt REUEEETE,
To the ﬁamz.

Mapawm,

T was about two when we arrived at sTocksripce, where

we found the xinG’s-ueap full of foldiers ‘and horfes : alas,
there 1s too much reafon for our gracious and puiffant monarch
to THINK of war |—But this was only the sicn of the xing’s-
neap, and thefe foldiers were, at this time, men of pleafure,

come there not to fight, but only to attend the conteft between
three horfes. ot |

STockBRIDGE is a borough in mampsuire, of no great note,
eontaining very few good houfes; but the great breadth of the
road through the town, gives it an elegance which very few of

our country towns and villages enjoy. One would imagine,
from the manner in which moft of our villages, as well as towns,

are built, that our forefathers were ftraitened much for room,

or
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or delighted to live like bees in a hive. They judged well,
however, in making choice of valleys rather than hills.

This place is fituated in a moft agreeable valley, where the
removal of fome vile huts would open a view to delightful mea-
dow grounds, and plantations adorned with a delicious verdure.
But perhaps the inhabitants here choofe to guard againft the cur-
rent of a north wind in winter; or, more probably, are con-
tented, and do not think at all about it.

The adjacent downs and corn-lands rife gradually, and. throw
themfelves into the eye.  Profpects thus bounded, yield a more
lafting pleafure than where the fight is bewildered by extenfive
views of undiftinguifhable objects. Such fituations are alfo more
agreeable to the common fenfe of mankind, not only as being
defended from the wind, but better fupplied with water. I
am yours, &e. '

L E T LK R XLIII
To the fame.

Mapawm,

F T ER many kind words and entreaties, for fuch are ne-
A ceflary on thefe occafions, we had the happinefs to fee
our dinner brought to table ; and at four in the afternoon we
went to the downs, about a mile and a half diftant, to attend.
the feats of the third and laft day of sTockBRrIDGE races,

This diverfion, which is {o peculiar to us, if it had no marks
of cruelty, nor promoted idlenefs among the lower clafies of
the people, muft be confefled to have its charms. To fee a

2 nUmMerous
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numerous affembly of perfons of fortune and diftin&ion, on
horfe-back, and in gay equipages, on a fine turf, in an open
country, in bright weather : to obferve their evolutions from
place to place, within a circle of two or three miles, with eager
eyes to view the horfes in their courfe, is no vulgar entertain-
ment.  The anxious looks of fome, and the wild tranfports of
others, have fome allufion to a field of battle, without the ter-
rors of {uch a fcene.

But whilft this gay picture affords delight to the lively part of
both fexes, what a pity it is, that the generous horfe, the moft
beautiful of the brute creation, fhould be prefled fo unnaturally
beyond his ftrength ; and more pity fhll that this amufement
fhould furnifh an occafion of rank villainy | Jockev and THIEF
are, in the ideas of fome people, {ynonimous terms : but, alas!
if the GexTLEMAN feldom treats his FriEnD, and hardly ever an
indifferent perfon with ftri¢t honor, in seLrine a horfe, ‘what
are we to expeé& of -thofe who have been zrEp among horfes ?
Thofe who make a trade of buying and felling thefe animals,
have generally a worfe reputation than thofe who only ripe
them ; but the fraudulent praQices committed at races, 1 am
aflured are a very great reproach to thofe who intereft themfelves
in them.

I prefume, MapaM, you have been often told of cenTLEMEN'S
gaming very high on thefe occafions, tho’, I thank cop, I never
heard of LapiEs playing deep, except by meer accident, in love,
or at cards, at the no&urnal afiemblies which attend thefe meet-

ings.
Be
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_Be this as it may, I cannot help thinking, it would be happy
if a law were made to curb the licentious {pirit of gaming, which
prevails on thefe occafions. At the fame time this entertainment
of horfe-racing might 'be varied, as well as rendered ufeful.
Horfes of moft {peed are of leaft ufe, unlefs they are alfo hardy
and fit for the road. But if premiums were allotted to thofe
who produced the three largeft, or moft beautiful horfes of beft
paces, either -for the cart, coach, or faddle, it might produce
very happy effe&ts. In this cafe, in order to prevent idlenefs, the
meeting thould be only once a year, in fuch counties as the le-
giflature fhould appoint, and 'the horfes not to be brought to
the race-ground above ten miles from the places were they were

foaled.

What heightened the pleafure of this evening’s entertainment,
was a fecond meeting with all our sarissury friends, and with
them the agreeable Mr. Gxsx % s2%, whom we had not feen
before, with my little philofopher, his fon.  Amongft many,

fine perfons of both fexes, who appeared on this occafion, the
moft diftinguifhed was LORD Ps#xx+4: his equipage, and afli-

duous courtfhip of lady Ry sx»sexs, attralted the eyes of all
beholders.  If fame faid true, fhe had already given him a flat
denial, but now relented, and “ere long might deny again. The
poet might fay what he pleafed, but the woman who carrru-
LATES is not therefore loft. Contrary to the Jaw of arms, you
ftrike your colors ; and, if you think fit, let them fly again,
without any danger of military execution. Indeed there is
greater generofity in faving after condemnation, than to execute

after pmmiﬁ: of a reprieve, Apieu. Iam yours, &%
' S PUAL Risl
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CONVERSATION o7 RELIGIOUS SUBJECTS, t:!l we
arrive at WINCHESTER.

L E L T E RS XN

Zo Mrs. Dx s
Mapawm,

BE F ORE we leave the croud at sTockBrIDGE race, let us

indulge a grateful thought on your happy efcape: how
near was your poft-chaife from being tumbled over by a coach
wheel ; an ounce of weight more had done it. T was forry to
obferve, that fome who ride in coaches have lefs politenefs than
thofe who drive them : if this were not the cafe, the gentleman
who faw the accident would have afked your pardon. -

What dangers furround wus in the common occurrences of
life! our purfuits of the moft innocent amufements, are not
exempt from them. May the good providence, which is watch-
ful for the fafety of mankind, prote& you ! or, if there be fuch,
may your guardian angel never forfake you I—1I will venture to
affure you he never will, if you do not forfake yourfelf.

Night was already approaching, when we left the field ; bﬁt
it was determined to make the beft of our way to wincHEsTER.

The
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The objeéts with which we had been fo well entertained, being

now fhut from our eyes, it was but natural to beguile the hours,
with fome profitable difcourfe.

When the delights of wsacinarion fail, the gayeft mortals
often fly for fuccour to the pleafures of the unpErsTANDING :
unhappy thofe to whom fuch pleafures are not grateful ! Tired
with gay amufements nature demands of us to be ferious: at-
tention to GRAVE suBjECTS is, however, a very laborious tatk to
thofe who have no Rrevisa for them. My difcourfe would
hardly have been fo much confined to religion, if your queftions
had not prepared the way, and in fome meafure conftrained me
to expatiate : and it would be an ill compliment, to fuppofe
that nothing more than your politenefs to me, was concerned
in your enquiries. Apieu. I am yours, &%.

LB ST E R . XLV.
To the fane.

Mapaw,

UR firft fubje&®, on the road, was the vaniry and
roLLy of mankind : we confidered the great difference
between the fame perfon living, and dead ; and thence con-
cluded, that as life is fo very precarious, it is extremely foolifh
to surrEr the concerns of it, whatever they may be, to tor-
ment us with anxicus thoughts. It feems to follow as cer-
tain, as pleafure is preferable to pain, that we ought to make
it our ftudy to fupport a conftant habit of tranquillity ; or, in
other words, to meet a gratification in every thing we fee or
hear, fuppofing it is not criminal. If this can be moft cafily
S 2 accom-
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accomplithed, by promoting the happinefs of others, as we
would wilh them to promote ours, we fhall, on this principle
alone, become devotees to virTuk. If the mind cannot en-
joy any folid happinefs, but as it arifes from virtue, we muft
not complain of the vaniry of vire, but of the vanity of
purfuing any thing which does not tend to promote vIRTUE.
And how deeply is the love of virtue implanted in the foull
How it leads us to trace out our divine original! As certain as
that there is a cop, '
“ He muf! delight in virTUE, and

¢ That which ut delights in, MusT be HAPPY.”

All purfuits of happinefs on any other principle, are vain in-
deed | « There is nothing in the world,” fays Dr. voung,” * but
¢ gop and a MAN’s owN souL.” But who can a& as if he be-
lieved the exiftence of the one, or the immortality of the other,
unlefs he applies himfelf to a religious performance of the du-
ties of fociety, with regard to an active seLIEF of the com-
mands of that cop ? It is as clearly demonftrable, that our hap-
pinefs depends on our acting agreeable to our make and confti-
tution, as we came out of the hands of our maker, as it is that
we are rational or focial beings. If we deviate from this prin-

ciple, and find ourfelves unhappy, let us not therefore com-
plain of the vanity”of life.

¢ It is no great matter, fays an ingenious divine, ¢ whether
“ we fpend our time moft in vaNITY, Or in VEXATION OF $Pi-
“ riT.”  And, indeed, why fhould not the vanity which only
piverTs the thoughts, be preferred to that which onvLy Tor-
meNTs them ? Fhe amufements of which this age is fo foolifhly

fond,
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fond, are not to be rejected, becaufe they divert the fancy, and
give us pleafure : on the contrary, they may, on this account,
be allowed to have fome degree of utility : ’tis the imMoDERATE
love of pLeasure which is dangerous, When we forget the
true end and meaning of thefe amufements; when we make
them our BUsINEss or cHIEF employment, and contra& a dil-
relith to fober and effential duties, our Lives are vain; or, to
exprefs this thought in clearer words, we are criminat, But
fuch amufements as are either indifferent in their nature, or
fuited to our gayer thoughts, without corrurrinG the HEART,
or DECEIVING the UNDERSTANDING, if ufed in MopErRATION, arc
defirable things. = Always remember this great leffon,

““ Pleafure, or true, or falfely underffood,
““ Qur greatefl evil, or our greateff good.”

We may boldly pronounce that TaaT life bids faireft to become
a life of pLEAsSURrE, which is moft a life of virTue. To have
cop, and the welfare of mankind, in aLL our thoughts, muft
rFiLL the foul with jov : ¢ The fear of the Lorp maketh a merry
¢ heart, and giveth joy, and gladnefs, and a long life.” ’Tis
this fear which leads us to honor and obey the great parent of
mankind : it leads us to fuch an exercife both of the head and
heart, as will render it the vaiNesT thing of all; to complain
that life 1s noTHING but vanrry | We need but afk ourfelves,
whether our purfuits contribute to the honor of Gop, and con-
fequently to the good of fociety ; or whether they have a con-
trary tendency ? Our hearts may someTiMEs deceive us in the

‘ decifion
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decifion of this queftion, but very rarrLY, unlefs we take paivs
to affift fuch deceit.

Yet, alas, there is a great deal of vanity in the world ; more,
I fear, than men, who pretend to wifdom, are aware of. . If
we make cops of the objes of our fancies or opinions, appe-
tites or paflions, we render ouRsSELVES vain ereatures, but not
LirE ; unlefs by Lire we mean to confound the ozpar of nature,
as 6oD has appointed, with the pisorpzas of fancy and paffion,
as men have introduced them : let us be iNGENUOUS :

« Sec ! and confefs, ont comfort fill muft rife ;

“*Tis this, tho’ man's A FoOL, yet GaD IS WISE.

Not that we are FooLs, in a religious fenfe, from NEczssiTY :
but if we idolize man or woman ; if we are carrTivaTep with
the fplendor of life, or the amufements of it : whatever excEss
we fall into, it muft create juft caufe of complaint : even know-
ledge or valor, which have a tendency to vice, or are not in
themfelves BENEFICIAL to mankind, are vaIn:

““ Who WICKEDLY is wife, or MADLY brave,
¢ Is but the more @ ¥voolL, the more @ KNAVE,”

*Tis vain alfo to attempt more knowledge of any thing than ex-
perience evinces we can compafs :

€ To know in MEASURE what the mind

“ May well contain, oppreffes elfe with furfeit ;
 And foon turns wifdom to folly,

“ As nourifbment to wind.”

And

i l!’la

e —
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And if I was a mafter of sciences, and an adept in arts, I
might alfo fay, with the poet,

“ How emery learning, and how vAIN is art,
“ But as it MENDS the life, and GuinEs the heart]”

In a word, whatever we indulge ourfelves in beyond reason,
is vaiN, I ought to throw away my pen with difdain, if this
moral writing, inftead of exercifing and improving my thoughts,
diverted them from heaven; or if it occafioned my neglecting
one focial duty of greater moment : for, as furely as man is a
thinking being, or as we are curisTians, we muft difcover this
great truth, that

“ Virtue alone is bappine/s below,

 And our BEST ﬁﬁ&w!edga is ourfelves to know.”

How vaIN then is it to feek ways of diflipating our thoughts!
If we abandon thought, we asaNDON ourfelves ; and where are
we to find happinefs, if we are at variance with ourfelves ? But,
alas, what we think of leaft, is how to fubfift on our own ftock:
we mntinuall}- fly abroad, as poor indigent wretches, begging for
a morfel of bread, and generally take what is given us, be it ever
{o coarfe. Ido not forget how much our happinefs depends on
focial intercourfe : but when all is RiguT In our own BREAST,
we fhall find no jusT caufe to complain of the vanity of life !
And if it is nor right, we have the power to corre& our-
felves, and this confideration ought to envigorate the mind, and
fupport its energy. We have more at ftake than the enjoy-
ment of a dull repetition of the gratification of our fenfes. Let
the thoughtlefs laugh, or fing, or.dance; let them triumph in
jollity, or in pomp, they will grow 7irep ; it cannot laft 5 it is
2 the
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the pleafures of piety ‘and virtue, alone, which do not crov;
thefe will remain whillt reafon can a& freely ; and reason, if
we attend to its dictates, will guide us fafe to the end of our
journey, till we change the ojecTs of Tuis, for thofe, of ano-
THER sTATE. Nature performs her tatk moft wonderfully, let
us perform ours. Even in the great article of life and death,
what the poet fays is literally true, that we are gent y canduéted
to the grave,

 Taught uaLv by reafon, MALF by mere decay,
¢ 7o WELCOME death, and cALMLY pafs away [’

Would any one wisu for more ? It is enough that our glafs
runs out rairLy. It may alfo be as truly {aid of the virtuous
fenfible man, who has feen what life is, and is contented to die,

 From nature's temp'rate feaft be rofe WELL SATISFY'D, ..
¢ Thank'd cop that bhe had Liv'p, and that he py'p.” ;

Surely this is not vaniTy | nor is it fo, I hope, to receive in-
ftru&tion from thefe poetical {fentences. But

 Let us, (fince life can little more fupply,
« Than juft 1o look about us, and to die,)”

confider attentively for what exp our being is given us, and by
what MEANs to obtain that exp. Happinefs is the objeét in
view, not of this life only, but of a future ftate alfo. From
our EAGERNESS to grafp that portion of felicity which this world
affords, we may form fome idea of thofe permanent joys which
we have in reverfion ; and hence learn to quicken our endevors
towards the attainment of them'; that whether it pleafes heaven to
make our abode in thefe regions Gf mortali ty of very long or fhort
duration, we may be always reapy and wiLLING to launch into .

2 eternity.,
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cternity, Virtue has charms to infpire us with fuch refignation ;
it is the MEaNns, the only means of doing it: whillt we are
virtuous we fhall never grow prssatisriep with life, for diffa-
tisfa@ion arifes chiefly from a wretched fatiety which virtue
never knows. The virtuous mind can hardly be at variance

with ITSELF, nor yect with the WORLD ; RESIGNATION, HOPE,
COMFORT, PLEASURE, JO¥, are alwa}fs its attendants. Under

thefe circumftances we fhall defire to Live as long as nature ap-
points, and then be contented to die.

Let us try to find out where this great misfortune lies, which
has made {fo many, even wile men, complain in very pathetic
terms, of the vanity of life : let us freely enquire, if we had the
fame a&ive belief, not merely a paffive affent, but I fay the
fame active belief in our HEarRTs, which we are fo liberal in
declaring with our ToNGUEs, that there is a cop !—that the foul
is 1MmorTAL ! — that there is a ftate of rREwarps for coop,
as well as punisumeNTs for Evir, would it fiill be a fubje&
of complaint that rire is a {cene of vanity ? or would it be
pELIGHTFULLY employed in the service and aporaTioN of that
Gop ? And if his infinite wifdom and goodnefs has appointed to
every thing its proper end, how can the life of man be vanrry?
Farewert, I am yours, &c.

PaEil T E RO XLV,
To the fame.

Mapanm,
TAKE it for granted, that neither you, to whom I am
writing, nor any body whom I fhall venture to encounter,
hefitates 2 moment to acknowledge the belief of a cop, Whence
3 ) could
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eould you, or I, or any rational being, derive our réafon, and
all the faculties of our sours, but from fome rirsT cause,
which poffefles thefe powers in perfection ? Or what workman
could contrive and execute fo admirable a piece of machinery, as
a human body, but fome agent whofe wifdom, knowledge, and
power, is incomprehenfible to our finite capacities? How can
fuch errecTs be without a cause ; and what could this caufe
be lefs than a cop ? This belief is not only founded in rEAsON,
and the almoft univerfal confent of mankind, but rEasow is
corroborated by rarrs, faith in an invifible and incomprehen-
fible being, derived from the evidence of things fcen. Reafon
and faith having received a fatisfatory teftimony, our very
sENsEs alfo compel us to acknowledge this great truth, What
do we fee, or hear, or feel, that, if we attempt to trace it to
a firlt caufe, does not enforce the belief of a Gop? Look
up to the heavens; behold the fun, moon, and ftars; or down
on the earth, and afk yourfelf if every objeét does not proclaim
his exiftence, together with his wifdom and power ?

L
“ The [pacious firmament on high,
“ And all the blue etherial fRy,
““ And [pangled heavens, a [bining frame,

¢ Their great original proclaim.

II.
¢ Soon as the evening flars prevail,
< The moon takes up the wond rous tale,
 And nightly to the liff ning earth,

 Declares the flory of ber birth. |
W hile



11I.

< While all the ﬂ.;rrs arotund ber burn,
“ And all the planets in their turn,
““ Proclaim the tidings as they roll,

« And ﬁvrﬂad the truth from pole to pole.

IV.
S What tho', in folewin filence, all
“ Move round this dark terrefirial ball ;
“ What tho mo real voice, nor found,
 Amidft their radiant orbs be found :

v.
 In reafon’s ear they all rejoice,
¢ And wutter forth a glorious wvoice,

¢ For ever finging as they fhine,
& The band that made us is divinel ™

Thus far Mr. appison, to the beft of my memory. Indeed if we
obferve attentively, either the calm or tremendous operations of
nature : if we mark only common appearances; the amaz-
ing beauty and variety of the vifible world ; with the wonderful
powers of human reafon, and the order of moral agents: do they
-not all convince the philofopher, and the peafant ; the chriftian,
and the jew ; the mahommedan, and the heathen, of the pomi-
NioN of a FirsT cause, from which all things muft derive their
exiftence, and on which all things muft depend ? I am yours,

&ec.

3 i 1A el e
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LET TER XLVIL
To the [fame.

Mapawm,

YO U demanded next what notions I entertained of the
rumorTALITY of the foul. I told you that I endevored
to adopt a principle which might relieve the anxious refearches
of my own heart, whether it correfponded with the general
received opinions of other men or not. ’Tis with difficulty
we colle@ our thoughts on this important fubje&. By a habit
of acTing inconfiftent with this belief, our nearts, I am forry
to fay it, do not feem to have an exa& correfpondence with our
TONGUES.

But from what I remark of others, from what I obferve of
the operations of my own ‘mind, with all the attention I am
capable of fupporting ; when my senses are compofed, and
the avenues to my heart guarded ; when my foul makes her-
felf her own obje&, I rife fuperior to all earthly concerns; I
forget I have a body ; I feel the influence of a rower which
tells me I am iMMORTAL | |

The arguments drawn from my reason co-operate with my
Fa1TH, neither of which will fuffer my unDERsTANDING to doubt
of the authority of divine writ; whilft the purity and confift-
ency of revelation draws my neart alfo to {ubfcribe to it.  As
fure then as we are thinking beings; as fure as the chriftian re-
ligion is not a fraud, to delude mankind, the foul is rMmoRr-
TaLz it caN and poes exift after its feparation from the body.

Without
4
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Without attempting to puzzle you, or myfelf, concerning the
iMMaTERIALITY of the foul, as deducible from the nature of its
powers, what meaning have we when we fay, < What will se-
¢ come of ME when Iam peap ?” Common fenfe teaches us to
confider the foul as very different in f{ubftance from the body.
Every peafant, every child knows the body will moulder into
~duft; but the ruftic who, in a fit of the ftone, faid, ¢ If I
¢ could once get this breath of mine out of my body, I would
¢ take care it thould never get in again,” was it not from a
confcioufnefs of an exiftence after death, feparate from his
body ? His declaration by no means implies that he ever once
thought of ceasing To BE; he only withed to be free from
pain, and fuppofed he fhould be marry fome how, or fome
where. To us, as chriftians, thefe are no difhiculties ; "tis enough
that we rEsIGN to heaven, and serieve we fhall be happy.

Whatever the instiner of beafts may be, their rowers, tho’
they resemsLE reafon, are furely of a very different nature;
ruey cannot be confidered as creatures which are accountable ;
THEY give no tokens of any apprehenfion of the being of a Gop.
But for the reafons I apprehend they aRE NoT accountable, it is as
PLAINLY DEDUCIBLE, from the NaTURE of My thoughts, and the
freedom with which I a&, that I am an accounraeLe being.
The confcioufnefs of this, convinces me that my foul is immor
tal :

« Elfe whence this pleafing norE, this ronD defire,
“ This LONGING after imnortality ?
“ Or whence this fecret DREAD, and inward horror
<« Of falling inte nought 2
Whether
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Whether I fhould have entertained a belief that my foul will
exift after death, had I been nourithed by a wolf, and bred in
a foreft like a favage beaft, I do not think effential to enquire ;
let it fuffice that the free exercife of my reafon, as improved by
fociety, furnifhes me with the means of arriving at the know-
ledge of a truth fo effential to my happinefs. As I now deliver
my thoughts to you, I have read, and heard others talk on this
fubje&. It is thus we mutually improve and aflift each other :
mankind are not equally enlightened, nor have we all the fame
opportunities of knowledge, but it is one of the focial duties to
communicate our thoughts.

Since it is fo repugnant to the diQates of reafon, to believe
that a man, after death, is no more than a poc ; fince it is {o
natural to the foul to

«« Shrink back and flartle at defruction,”

we muflt hence alfo conclude, that it is immorTAL. But can
we hefitate a moment to adopt the belief of what is fo expli-
citly revealed by cop himfelf in the fcriprures, and which, if
we abandon, we fhall find ourfelves sewiLpErep ? And what
thought can fire the foul with a nobler amerrion, than the de-
fire of conquEsT, that we may Live for Ever; being assurEp
of vidtory if we exert our ftrength ; but if we do not combat,
that we muft pie, we muft be loft and undone for rver ? Afk
yourfelf fairly, what can reason, what can the NATURAL GREAT-
Ness of the foul, defire more? What ftronger intimations of a
future ftate can we with for, to animate our purfuits, than fuch
2s we have received P Think ferioufly on this fubje&; and be
as
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as INGENUoUs as sirtous. Generous minds are always inge-
nuous with others, fhall they not be fo to themfelves? And if
they are fo in the lefler affairs of life, fhall they not be the fame
in the momentous concerns of eternity] We cease to be curi-
sTIANS, when we CEAsE to believe the immorTALITY of the foul.
Indeed we cannot adopt the TENETs of JEws, or MAHOMME-
pANs, nor of fome racans, without believing it.

However the mind might labor under the ignorance in which
it was once involved, the common diftates of rrason, if we
could feparate them from the religion we profefs, now feem to

plead irrefiftibly in behalf of this great truth.

¢ Tis the divinity that dwells within ws,
‘¢ Tis beaven itfelf that points out an hereafter,
“ And intimates eternity to manl”’

Goo ! man’s freedom of acting ! virtue ! vice ! immc-rtalit}ri
eternity | the diftiné ideas of thefe, enforce the belief of each
other. Apitu, I am yours, &e.

T EYTY TR RTTXEVIL.
To the ﬁrﬂm.

Mapawn,

O form an adequate notion of religion, we muft confider

that the great obje& of the foul, is the cop from whom
it is derived, who made us and the worLp ; who made all that
is made. Hence we may conclude, how unworthy it is of the
excellency of our nature, that the children of TaIs worLD
- % fhould be wiser, in THEIR generation, than the children of
4 LIGHT 3~
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riguT ¢ that is, that mankind fhould know fo well how to
conduét the common affairs of life, and be ignorant or inattentive
towards him who made the world! We (hould think that man
foolifh as well as ungrateful, whe forgot the donor of the flately
edifice, through a ridiculous folicitude how to arrange the pic-
tures in a certain apartment of it, efpecially if he depended on
the further bounty of the donor for the fupport of it.

To rHINkK of cop, and to pradice virTuE in obedience to
his laws, is the fupreme happinefs of men; and not to think
of him, or to be vicrous, will as certainly render us miferable.
Adopt this as a principle ; adhere to it, follow it; part with
your life, but never abandon it, neither in theory, nor in prac-
tice. To oblerve this the more exaétly, we muft take into the
confideration our wroLE exiftence, and not the moments of a
tranfitory life only. Farewerr. Iam yours, &.

LI EVY S EC Ry v LR,
To the [ame.

Mapaw,
H E notion I entertained of rewards and punifhments af-
ter death, and what may immediately follow the fepa-
ration of foul and body, was the next fubject of your enquiry.

The great queftion is, what are we to do to inherit ETERNAL
life? you know our saviour’s anfwer was, “ to love cop with
“ ALL our HEART, with ALL our souL, with ALL our sTRENGTII,
“ with ALt our MIND, and our neighbor as ourfelves.” We do
not appear capable of reaching to the neigur to which the

mind
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mind afpires. I fuppofe, at leaft, no man ever reached to the
fummit of his own longings after virtue ; perhaps no man can
a& up fully and entirely to his own idea of it. = This is an-
other proof that the foul is immortal ; or, in other words, that
we are MADE, and INTENDED by the MAKER, for a ftate of greater
perfection than the prefent is capable of.  Every rational being
muft be well affured, from the dedu&ions of reason, and alfo
from the WRITTEN LAW oF Gop, thatin order to be happy after
death, the virtuous part of our character muft PREPONDERATE :
but who can comfort themfelves in this article, who do not
ENDEVOR to be compLETLY VirRTUOUS ? We ought, in a religi-
ous fenfe, to have cop in aLL our thoughts : and the more we
opey him, the more we fhall delight to THiNk of him. As
{foon as we are removed, by death, from the objeés which, in
fome meafure, now obftruct the free operations of the mind ;
having no longer any bar or hindrance, we fhall be capable of
all the happinefs which we can now poffibly conceive the moft
happy on earth do, or can enjoy; and a great deal more, of
which we can have no conception at prefent., The ambition
which is natural to the foul, and with which we now fee brave
{pirits often fired, I fuppofe, will then be gratified : the thirft
with which it languifhed in the purfuit of virtue, will be re-
lieved and completely fatisfied.

You xnNow that we are told, it hath not entered into the
heart of man to conceive the full extent of either rewards or
punifhments. It feems to be as vain- to attempt ﬁxing their lj-
mits, as to form adequate ideas of iNFINITE mercy, or infinite
jusTick ? One of the fins we are apt to fall into, is being cu-

U RIOUS,



146 REWARDS and PUNISHMENTS.

rious, beyond the bounds prefcribed by religion. I do not
mean, however, to condemn your enquiries ; I fhould think
myfelf happy, if I could give you any fatisfattion. My belief
is, that we fhall enjoy a ForETAsTE of the felicity of bleflfed
{pirits, or {fuffer fome degree of the miferies of the damned,
immediately after death. I have no notion of exiftence with-
out confcioufnels ; or of confcioufnefs without pain or plea-
{fure ; more than I have of being MorTAL, and 1umoRrTAL, at
the fame time: but to what pecreEe our confcioufnefs after
death will rife, heaven only knows. Were there no confciouf-
nefs, we might fay, with namLET,

« 70 die,—to flecp,—nNo more.”
but, with him, we muft add,

“ 70 diey—to fleep ;—to flecp, perchance to dream!
““ Ay'e, there’s the RUB 5 for in that fleep of death,
“ What dreams may come, when we have [buffled off
« This mortal coil I”—

Our uasit of thinking, be it coop or vir, I believe, will re-
main with us: and I have generally obferved, that as we Live,
we pir. It is not uncommon to miftake a DEsIRE, or INTEN-
Tion, to devote ourfelves ExTIRELY to the pradtice of virtue,
for that rReaL change which fuch devotion of ourfelves implies :
but remember, that unlefs we rix clear and determinate points,
in which we {fuppofe virtue confifts ; and obferve them when
FIXED, in refolving to be virruous, we really refolve on we
know not what.

Since
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Since death clofes all accounts, with regard to our probation,
or ability of doing any thing acceptable to cop ; however inte-
refting this enquiry, about immediate pain or pleafure may be,
confidered in the light of inducing us to Live weLL, it is other-
wife but an empty fpeculation ; and therefore it may be, that
we have fo few lights to guide ourfelves by.

As nore is fo pleafing a paflion, and rear fo painful, per-
haps our confcioufnefs may confift in fomething fimilar to them.
The meafure of our prefent virtue or vice, to which the decrees
of heaven have appointed fuch a pleafing or painful condition,
can be difcovered only by the TriaL.

~ And what fhall we gain by {uppofing that we fhall sLezp till
the great day of accounts? We know not when that day may
be : but be it TEN, or TEN THOUSAND years diftant; be the
interval ever {o great between the point of time, in which our
- confcioufnefs ceafes, and that in which it is reftored to us, it
muft appear but as a moment.

Not to amufe ourfelves with vague conje¢tures, we may con-
template the parable of the ric Man and razarus. We may
alfo draw inftruction from the declaration of our saviour to the
penitent thief : his words are, ¢ To-pay fhalt thou be with me
 in paraDIsE.” You know divines have taken care to guard
us againft the prefumptuous fin of deferring our repentance, and
explained the folly of refting our hopes on this fingular incident.
It is very plain, however, this was a coop man, at this time,
tho’ he was condemned to {uffer death for theft.

U 2 But
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But 1r the foul preferves its confcioufnefs after death ; 1r the
pENITENT thief was to enter upon a ftate of pLeasure ; the
impenitent one, we may prefume, would cnter upon a ftate of
pain. The cafe might be fingular as to the forgivenefs of
{ins, upon the fuppofed LATE repentance ; but we cannot ima-
gine it was fo, as to the promife of immediate blifs in a future
ftate.

As a further reafon for this oriNiON, concerning pleafure or
pain, immediately after*death, we may confider the pLEAsURE
which generally attends coop a&ions, and coop thoughts ; and
the pain we fuffer from the contrary, in our present flate,
immediately after the commiflion. Upon this principle it is
almoft demonftrable, that we may carry heaven or hell with us,
in our own breaft, into the regions of departed fouls. As this
notion feems to add weight to the motives which roufe us to a
fenfe of virtue, let us adopt the belief of it ; remembering, that
the precepts of our religion forbid us to rereLEX ourfelves about
unneceflary knowledge.—We are commanded to proceed on
our way with comrorT and HOPE :

“ Hope bumbly then, with trembling pinions joar,
“ Wait the great teacher DEATH, and GoD adore;
“ IWhat vuTURE blifs, be gives not thee to kuow,
“ But gives that HOPE 20 be thy COMFORT n0w.

May vour hope find its obje& in the blifs of happy fpirits!
Apiev. Iam yours, &e.

L E T-
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TR Ry BB, L,
Zo the Jame.

Mapam,
U C H more may be faid in two hours converfation, than
any reafonable man would attempt to include in two
or three letters, efpecially when they are addreflfed to a Lapv.

The paflions and different tempers of men ; our various fi-
tuations in life, and the good or evil arifing from thence, with
regard to a future ftate, was alfo a fubje& of our difcourfe. I
told you my notion, that as cop is infinitely wife and juft, there-
fore it muft follow that all things are weighed in the fcales of
INFINITE JUsTICE, and confidered with iNFiNITE MERCY. It is
impoflible to fathom thefe attributes ; the very attempt is impi-
ous ; neither ought we to pry into the concerns of others; we
thall find bufinefs enough at HoME : man is a worLD to him-
felf, and muft be careful how he condués the concerns of it

Every mortal is prone to evil, but fome propenfities are not
fo much the effe@s of malignity of difpofition, as of weaknefs
or infirmity of mind, arifing from its affinity with the body :

“ Hence diff 'rent paffions more or lefs enflame,
“ As flrong, or weak, the organs of the frame.”

But as with regard to the sopv, men who are fubje to fevers,
ought by all means to abftain from hard drinking; fo in the
sour, the caufes which increafe the diforders of it, ought with
equal care to be avoipep. Virtue and vice depend fo much

on
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on the passions, that things appear to us in quite different
lights, as thefe are gentle or turbulent, well, or ill governed.
Mr. rorE fays,

“ The ruling paffion, be it what it will,
 The ruling paffion governs reafon Jill.”

Thefe lines found very prettily, but I hope they are not frictly
true. In plain profe it may ftand thus: The ftrongeft paflion
in the breaft always prevails over reafon. Every breaft, I be-
lieve, has its rRuLiNG passion, but furely reafon is not aL-
wavs {ubfervient to fuch paffion. The predominant inclina-
tion of the mind may give reafon a nyas, but does not therefore
coverN it. We may grant, indeed, that when this ruling
paflion has the greater mixture of coop, tho’ eviL be blended
with it, then Mr. rore’s remark is true ;

““ Th'eternal art educing coop from 1rL,

““ Grafts on THIS PASSION our BEST principle.

« *Tis thus the MERCURY of man is fix'd,
 Strong grows the virtue with bis nature mix'd ;
 The drofs cements what elfe were too refin d,

““ And in one intereft body alls with mind.”

You will find that this philofophical poet goes on to explain his
meaning, which feems to be entirely agreeable to experience,
and demonftrates how reafon and paflion mutually a& on each
other, perhaps near the fame in him whofe reafon is ftrong,
as in bim whofe paffions are weak. Nor is the wifdom of
providence lefs demonftrable, that thofe who have the
ftrongeft reafon, have generally the ftrongeft paffions. Our

actions

5
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actions are often afcribed to ftrength of paflion, which ought
rather to be charged to the weaknefs of reafon. He remarks
further, that our virRTUEs often arife from our passions.

“ See anger, zeal, and fortitude [upply ;

¢« Ev'n avarice, prudence; floth, pbilofophy ;

< Luf, thro' fome certain ffrainers well refin’d,
 Is gentle love, and charms all woman-kind :

“ Envy, to which th ignoble mind's a flave,

“ Is emulation in the learn'd or brave :

““ Nor virtue, male or female, can we name,

“ But what will grow on pride, or grow on fbame.”

I apprehend this to be the ftate of the human foul. If we
are not deaf to the voice of reafon, we fhall find the proper
objec of the paffion, and confequently both reafon and paflion
will be employed together in promoting our own good, and the
welfare of fociety. But if we leave rEason difregarded, the
paflions will arrogate the command, find THEMSELVES their ob-
jects, fruftrate the end of life, and produce mifery. From the
ruLiNG paflion juft mentioned, arifes many of the differences
we find in the difpofitions and fituations of men, their virtues
or vices, and even their profperity and adverfity. It is a great
point to difcover this paffion, early in life, and to cherifh or
corre it, as we find it beneficial or injurious to ourfelves or
others. Many have been wreck’d without difcovering their
danger ; and fome have made war with nature, by a fierce op-
pofition of their beft good quality, or loft their wits by attempt=-
ing a height of virtue which they were not capable of.

It:
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It is more eafy to fay what we fhould voT do, than what we
sHOULD 3 but neither our Reason nor our passions will ever
be entirely at rest. To complain of being what we are, is to
complain of the author of nature, that we are not made as we
ought to be. 'Man is a PERFECT creature ; as perfe&t furely, in
his kind, as a horfe or a crow. We, indeed, have rrason to
dire& us, to cHOOSE or to REJEcT, whatever our appetites or
paflions may lead us to: but thefe animals being left to in-
ftin&, there can be no harm in their eating hay, or feeding on
carrion. |

You may obferve further, that there fcems to be fome ana-
logy in the government of the foul and body, compared with
political government ; the leaft imperfe& form is a mixture of
the loweft with the higheft members of the community : {o the
government of the human foul very plainly arifes from rassrons
as well as reason,  Frequent contefts will arife in the poLiTI-
caL as well as MoraL government ; but as the common end is
HAPPINESs, where no unnatural violence is ufed on either fide,
the refult will be concorp and narmony. We find the fame
in the material world,

“ Where aLL fubfifls by elemental sTRIFE,
“ And PassioNs are the ELEMENTS of ffﬁ.”

Nor can this do&rine be in the leaft dangerous: we cannot err
{fo much as to commit ourfelves to the guidance of our paflions,
and think it right to do fo. No reafonable creature doubts
that the pleafures of reason are the BEst, thatis, the moft
pure, durable, and exalted ; that a man’s greateft glory is the

exercife
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exercife of his reafon : or that his happinefs muft arife from the
good government of his paflions ; but yet there are few acions
or thoughts in which the paflions are entirely uninterefted. It
is not eafy to TALK of PURE aBsTRACT REASON, but how piFri-
cuLT is it to act up to the di&ates of it! Thofe who in their
difcourfes have deified reafon moft, have not been the lefs fen-
fible of the power and influence of the paflions ; tho’ they may
have been beft acquainted how much the virtue and happinefs
of life depends on their being well regulated.  'We muft en-
devor to diftinguifh the picrates of reafon from the inrFLU-
Ence of the paflions; and to make them both fubfervient to
our duty to Gop and man. '

But who can tell the exaé meafure of arLowance which will
be made for us under the various circumitances of life ? ’Tis
difficult, if not impoflible, to know our own hearts ; how
much more to comprehend the knowledge which cop has of
them. Men of tender minds are apt to be deprefled with the
confcioufnefs of iNFiRMITIES, as if they were vices. Others,
of lively {pirits, exult in a prefumption of pofiefling virTUES
which are fometimes the produce of pride or vanity; whilft both
are apt enough to afcribe all their good aétions entirely to a
fenfe of moral obligation. The enquiry may be reduced to this
iffue : as there are degrees in virTUE, fo there are in UNDER-
sTaNDING alfo, to diftinguifh virtue from vice.

With regard to the paflions of pride or humility ; ambition
or lowlinefs ; avarice or beneficence ; hope or fear ; love or ha-
tred ; meeknefs or anger ; compaflion or cruelty ; there is no

doubt our virtue depends much on them. And not to deccive
X our-
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ourfelves, we muft not confider fo much what the worLp will

think of us, in regard to any of thefe, but what we think of
ourfelves ; what are the real duties of rericron and humanity;
and which is the sesT way to be happy here and hereafter.
We muft deal with our hearts, as a@ing under the eye of an
omnifcient Gop, and render all our Mor1vEs, as pure, regular,
and confiftent as poffible. Tho' men differ fo much from
each other, the human heart is {fo near the fame, that the fame
caufes generally produce the fame effe@s; and we may gene-
rally learn how to become virtuous or vicious, by obferving
and imitating the condu@ of others. You will hear fome ac-
cufed of hypocrify, who are really no hypocrites, but enly in-
conftant in temper, or irrefolute in their purfuits of virtue, and
a@ moft againft their own hearts, when they are leaft virtuous.

Our thoughts, and confequently our a&ions, our virtues and
vices, undoubtedly receive a tin&ure from our conftitution,
education, external circumftances, and the objeéts with which
we converfe ; but moft of all from the Turn or minp which
chara@erizes the man. And after all the enquiry we can make,
for the feveral caufes of virtue and vice, which do not feem to
be entirely the refult of thought and defign, and which we can-
not trace out, let thefe caufes be what they may, we feldom
miftake vice for virtue, and may ftill'be affured that virrue 1s
OUR SUPREME FELICITY.

We alfo know, that the greateft temptations, and the worft
fituations and circumftances in life, afford occafion for the moft
heroic virtues. Without the confideration of an after-reckon-

ng,
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ing, our tempers and inclinations are feldom {o good as to ren-
der us enamoured with virtue for virtue’s fake : but taking in
this confideration, the motives to correét the worft difpofitions
are ftrong enough to render them fubfervient to the precepts of
religion. FareweiL. I am yours, &.

1B T E R LT,
To the fame.

MAaDAM,
) IS a ftanding maxim in politics, and in war, as well as i
T religion, that security is our greateft exemy. From
our very make we are fubje& to fall. We could not, as free
agents, be entitled to a reward, if we did not choofe virtue ;
and if vice were unavoidable, we could not be {ubjed to pu-
nithment.

Confider life as a camraioy, in which mankind are equally
engaged to bear the toils, and fubmit to the piscirLINE of it.
¢“ Learn of me,” fays the great captain of our falvation, for * I
¢« am meek and lowly, and you fhall find reft unto your fouls.”
You may eafily infer from hence, how entirely inconfiftent
pride and ambition are with the chriftian religion. Confider
attentively the powers of REsiGNaTION ; you will then be fen-
fible of the rorcE of religion. If we refle&t on our own make,
we fhall eafily difcover, that without an entire refignation to
cop, there can properly be no true religion. Chriftianity, in
particular, depends on MeEkNEss, and a docile difpofition.  If
we do nor refle& on thefe things, we fhall not difcover them,

sorE than we fhall uNpersTAND a language without LEarNING
X 2 it.
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it,  This is TrUE, not in a religious or philofophical fenfe only,
but in common sEnse. Thus you fee the neceflity of atten-
tion, vigilance, humility, refignation.

If the fcriptures have brought immortality to light, and con-
tain a revelation of the wiLL of Gop, as I firmly believe, by
them we learn that the great prince and favior of mankind,
will one day come to judge the world : we muft now fummons
all our fortitude and piety, to prepare for that great event, as
if it might happen to-day. We are fure it wiLL happen, and
with refpe& to us, it may be to-day or to-morrow. Eternal
pleafures, and eternal pains, will then be difpenfed with fuch
an equal hand, that however we may ftartle at the word eTER-
naL, the wickep themfelves will approve the fentence that
conpEMNs them. I am yours, &e.

L B L AL ESRGLEL
To the [fame.
MAD A M,

OTHING is more frequent in common life, than to

obferve people aiming at things which it is not poffible
to accomplifh for want of the Means. Philofophers may ha-
rangue, and divines may preach; but if they do not bring
their inftru&tion down to the capacity of the hearer ; or if he
refufes to hear the voice of reafon, all will be to no purpofe.

Can we reafonably expe& to be religious, without reading
the {criptures and religious books ? Religious converfation is not
in fafhion : if we cannot coNVERsE on thefe fubjeéts, we muft
Reap: and reading will naturally qualify us to think: we

muft

4
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muft alfo LearN to THINK, as we learn to TaLk. Can we
enter into the concerns of a rurure flate, without rre-
quentLy and filently converfing with ourfelves? impoflible!!
What thall we make of our laft long reckoning ? How will it be
perplexed with intricacies, unlefs we account often with our
own hearts, fairly and diftinétly ? Is this the language of the
pulpit ? It is the language of reafon and common fenfe.

If the heart is sTaiNep, and whofe, alas, is not, we muft
ftrive to cLEaNsE it; 1t will noT cleanfe itlelf. If the mind is
difeafed, we muft feek the remedy from his prefcriptions who
is emphatically ftiled the great phyfician of fouls: and with
what irrefiftible perfuafion does nE invite! “ Come unto me aLL
¢ that TraveL and are HEavY laden, and I wiLL refrefh you.”
Do you believe that words exactly correfpondent with thefe,
tho’ not in our language, were really {poken by the favior of
mankind ? Do you believe he intended by this declaration to
comfort and fupport, not only thofe who were in his company,
at that time, but all the children of men, through all genera-
" tions, to the end of the world? If you po believe, you will
confider this as a very ftrong and perfuafive invitation to accept
of mercy : if you po Not believe it, you may as well give up
all pretenfions to the belief of the scripTURES.

I propofe the queftion dogmatically ; I know you BELIEVE :
but the beft trial we can make of our own hearts, how our ac-
counts ftand, is to examine ourfelves if we perform our addrel-
fes to the sLMiGHTY in a proper manner. You remember the
inftru&tion given us'by a very wife man: ¢ Be not rath with

“ thy
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“ thy mouth, and let not thine heart be masTy to utter any
“ thing before cop: for cop is in HEaveN, and thou upon
“ gartH, therefore let thy words be rew ;7" but rew, as they
ought to be, they may be Too rEw, as they are always too
mMany, when the mind wanders from the fubje. We are apt
to flatter ourfelves that all is well, when we recover from ong
folly, tho’ we fall into anoruir. But this feems to be the
criterion ; if we can addrefs our maker with a raTIONAL PIETY,
we may hope he will near-us. For this purpofe the heart muft
be fincere, and not fondly devoted to any other objedt. It is
true, the integrity of our words and acions fanéifies our lives,
and is an indifpenfable preparative for prayer: and if we Lrve
well, ’tis probable we fhall pray well. But it muft be re-
membered, that fome minds are with great difficulty confined
to any obje@ ; and unlefs we keep our attention clofe to the
fenfe and meaning of our words, I fear we fhall never perform
our devotion in a manner acceptable to cop ; nor can we offer
the incenfe of prayer without zeal ; nor without an awful fenfe
of uis power and perfe&tion to whom we addrefs ourfelves.
If we previoufly confidered the meafure of our own ftrength,
this duty would become more eafy : fome are more able to
pray for an hour, than others for a minute. You have often
heard it faid, that to say prayers, is not praying. I know a
certain lady of quality, indeed fhe is old, who has prayers con-
ftantly in her family as well as prays in" her clofet ; and if {he
is confcious of forgetting what fhe is about, fhe at any time be-
gins again. Prayer, by a very apt figure, is called a fovereign
saLM to heal the wounds which {in and folly make in the foul :
but if we do not ufe it properly, we fhall hardly obtain the cure.
Our

4
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Our public prayers, I apprehend, are a little too long : if the
prieft is apt to be lazy or inattentive, or has unhappily fo bad an
EAR, that one cannot tell if he reads, or fings, let him have fome
other honorable employment, but not attempt to be the LEaDER
of prayers. Let us enjoy all the advantages which can be de-
fired, we fhall often be cold and liftlefs ; this, among many
others, is one inftance of human rraiLTY.

The polite world is certainly more negligent than thofe who
have fewer advantages. Was the evening fervice of the fab-
bath, for inftance, appointed only for domeftics and mecha-
nics ? Among the Lower claffes of the people, we hear of fome
going to the gallows for breaking the fabbath ; that is, not go-
ing to church, and performing the duty of prayer. And among
the uiGreR, thofe who attend the worfhip of Gop, oxLy in the
morning, feem to perform onry half their duty ; and according
to the common courfe of things, muft be the worfe chriftians
for fuch omiffion, and will be accountable for it hereafter. It
is obvious to common fenfe, that this negle& took its rife from

a want of piety, and is fupported by indolence and luxurious
indulgencies,

Inftead of contenting ourfelves with a mere indolent ina&ive
belief of a cop, and of our dependance on his providence, we
ought to make ufe of all opportunities to demonftrate the im-
preflion this belief makes upon us by every proper aé& of devo-
tion. There are certain times that call for our acknowledg-
ments in {o high a degree, that when we withhold them, we
; deny,
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deny, in fac, that cop is the beneficent rorp of all we en-

joy.
We ufually fay with tranfport, upon the arrival of any
good news, ¢ thank cop!”—~ But it is not the fafhion of

many GREAT tables, nor of all riTTLE oOnes, to give any te-
ftimony of acknowledgment to him for their daily *bread.
You may have heard old people talk of the antient cuftom
of great families keeping cuarrarns. Was it the fault ‘of the
lord, or the prieft, that this cuftom was difcontinued ? I fear
piety has not gained any ground upon it. As to the practice of
FANATICS In praying over their meat till it was cold ; this being
enthufiaftic, if not hypocritical, we are fallen into the contrary
extreme, and refining upon the too great rormariTY of former
ages, are become a GRrACELEss generation. GRrace, as it is
vulgarly called, is either not faid at arL, or onLy saip. You
muit have obferved, that the common words, ‘¢ ror WHAT WE
€ ARE GOING TO RECEIVE, THE LORD MAKE US THANKFUL, are
hurried over as a matter of form, feldom heard by half the
company, and never regarded by a quarter of it. Even ynu.r
middling fort of people, whofe fortunes give them no title to be
fathionably irreligious, are fathionable enough in this refpedt.
Is not thisabfurd ? is it not TrirLING with the aLmiGHTY ? We
fee, in this inftance, a corLpnNEss and INDIFFERENCE, to reli-
gous concerns, which is almoft become the chara&eriftic of
this nation. It is indeed the contrary extreme to fuperftition ;
yet it is an evil of fo pANGEROUS a nature, that we ought to

{hudder at the thought of it.

Among the few who keep up to the ferioufnefs and recollec-
tion which becomes every kind of prayer, can you hear Grack

pro-
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pronounced in a proper manner, without confefling a cop,
and acknowledging your dependance on him for your {upport ?
If we do not colle& our thoughts on this occafion, we had bet-
ter not repeat the worbps, which are intended to excite corre-
fpondent meas. Thofe who cannot pray over their meat for a
quarter of a minute, (for I would not recommend fuch prayer
to be longer) how can they pretend to pray at church for three
quarters of an hour? Suppofe the crace were to this effe& ;—
¢ Supply, O Lorp, the neceflities of other men; and infpire
¢ our hearts with gratitude for thy continual mercies to us, for
¢ the fake of our redeemer jEsus curisT.” If the daily repe-
tition of any particular form of prayer deftroyed its effe@ on the
mind, we might change it : but the fame obje@ion may be urged
againft all forms in the public worfhip of cop. The fault lies
in a masrt of inattention, not in the form of prayer.

Do we mean what we fay, even when we acknowledge a cop,
the fupreme governor of the world, who exa&s the constanT
homage of his creatures? Or do we talk like parroTs ? If we
think ourfelves bound at any time to pray with attention, why
not at this ? If we perform the duty of prayer as a ceremonial,
which we had rather excufe, there is very little reafon to nore
it will be acceptable ; but there is great reafon to rear it will
be punifhable as an affront to the majesTy of neavey., Fare-
weLL, I am yours, &, '

Y I.-"' E TJ‘
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L:EUT A ER WAL
To the ﬁszr

M apan,
IF I fuggeft any thought to you which falls in with your owa
way of thinking ; or if you have any partiality for the au-
thor of thefe letters, you will read them with at leaft as much
attention as they deferve ; and let the dignity of the {ubje@
atone for fuch defeés as you may difcover.

My next fubje@ was charity, that which I defire of you is,
to be the seTTER for what [ am writing. ResoLve to be the
BETTER, and you are fo: I need not remind you, that charity
is the virTur which covers a murtiTUuDE of fins? You have
fome, I fuppofe ; I dare fay you would be glad to atone for .
them in a manner fo agreeably to your natural difpofition,
¢ Shut up alms in thy ftore-houfes ; and it fhall deliver thee
« from all afllition.” This is a ftrong FiGURE to exprefs the
belief that our TrUEsT, if not our only ricuss, in the fight of
Gop, is the cuariTy we have beftowed on others. The mind
which conftantly cherifhes a habit of beneficence, perpetually
offers incenfe to the cop of heaven and earth. Humanity exer-
cifed to all creatures, is an imitation of the divine mercy. Thofe
who indulge themfelves in this pleafure, in every action of life,
are objeds delightful to cop and men.

Qur public charities, in this ifland, are very extenfive : but
if we employed Less money, and MORE attention, POLITICALLY
as well as moraLLy confidered, there would be much lefs mifery
amongft us: Some adts of beneficence are produdlive of great

2 milchiefs :
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mifchiefs : We feed many who can work, and fuffer fome to
perith who' cannor. What a rErroAcH 15 it to a nation, that
the acep, the sLinp, the marmeDp, or sickry, fhould difgrace
human nature, by being expofed in our flreets! Either thefc
objects wickedly impofe upon the humanity of the paffenger,
and ought to be correéted by the civil magiftrate ; or they are
in real diftrefs, and yet are {uffered to pine in want and mifery.
In either cafe the law is perEcTIVE, or it is not oBSERVED.
The want of maternal tendernefs amongft the poor, renders
fome new regulation indifpenfibly neceffary. If the revenues
of the FOUNDLING HOSPITAL were to be augmented, it would
prevent millions of infants falling viéims to the careleflnefs and
intemperance of thofe who bring them into the world. In the
~ way we are going, I fay millions will fall vitims to 16NoraNCE,
vice, and IDLENEss, unlefs fome alteration takes place, by
which the infants may be taken under proper care and infpecion,
to have a rFair cHANCE for their lives.

You thought it ftrange when I rebuked you for giving money
to a coMMON BEGGAR. This is one of the circumftances which
often diftrefles me. When I feel the impulfe of humanity in
the fufferings of a fellow creature: when I refle&® on that ad-
monition,  Turn not thy face from any poor man, and the
“ Lorp will not hide himfelf from thee,” I am affli¢ted ; I
wifh my pockets were filled with pence. On the other hand,
I am convinced that it is an excellent law, which forbids the
giving to common beggars in the ftreets, under the penalty of
forty fhillings. Was no money given in this manner, no beg-
oars would be found there; and the fums appropriated to the

¥ 2 relief
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relief of the indigent, would anfwer the end of *all charities.
We {hould then think it {fcandalous to fuffer any obje& to lan-
guifh in diftrefs ; whereas our ftreets are now full of them, and
we familiarized to mifery. 1 have heard the poors rate computed
at THRFE MILLIONS AND A HALF ; and, including our public
hofpitals, that one twentieth part of the inhabitants of this
ifland are provided for by the public. I believe charity, like
many good things, is much abufed in this nation ; but I ap-
prehend the {fum in queftion does not exceed two millions.
This would not be the cafe, were there more attention in the
making laws relating to charities ; or, which I take to be the
cafe, if there was more virtue in the executing of them., We
may eafily difcover that virtue is the thing on which the happi~
nefs of flates, as well as of individuals, depends.

Never to give to an objeé in the ftreets, muft blunt the edge
of their affecions, who walk much, and fee them often. “ Let
¢ it not crIEVE thee to bow down thine ear to the poor j; and

% give him a rrienpry anfwer with Meexness,” is the lan-
guage of humanity ; but as the cafe ftands, we muft leave them
with a carelefs indifference, if not an iNsoLENT contempt. To
remedy this evil in fome meafure, and yet pay honor to the
law, which is calculated for very wife purpofes, the moft obvi-
ous method is to appropriate a certain fum to the relief of the
indigent, where we can be affured it is well employed : but this
will be no eafy tatk, unlefs you keep a purle for this purpofe,
diftin@ from all other expence ; and remember that thofe are
beft able to give, whofe PrupENCE and GENEROsITY go hand in
hand, and mutually aflit each other. The ricn, who know

not



On CHARITY wizh regard to AL MS. 165

not WHAT, nor to wHoM they give, muft difpenfe their charity
very {paringly, or become beggars themfelves.

I have often thought, that the cloathing or employing one
fingle perfon, who feems to be under the prote&tion of no hu-
man being, is far better than the precarious TEmMPoraRY relief
of NumBers. How many miferable wretches live in rags, with
their bodies maimed or fickly, on purpofe to extort charity !
proper objeés may neverthelefs be rounp, if we seex for them;
and this relief {feems to be one of the nobleft kinds of private
charity : by being acquainted with their fad ftory, you will
have fuch a fenfe of their {ufferings, as no tranfient regard can
create ; and whilft you thow mercy, you will receive it, Fare-
weLt. I am yours, &c.

LETTER, LIV.
Do the fame.

Mapan,
T has been often remarked, that to laugh and weep in due
feafon, and with propriety, is no common excellence in man
or woman ; but I have often thought, with Mr, rork,

¢ The broadeft mirth UNFEELING folly wears,
““ Lefs pleafing far than virtue's very tears.”

Heaven certainly beholds with faver the tears of commifera-
tion ; but we generally check, if not conceal our fenfe of hu-
man mifery ; and I queftion whether there is not as much ravse
MODESTY In CHARITY as in DEvorioN. The pure dictates of
humanity would lead us to a thoufand generous a&ions, which

we
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we do not perform, for no other reafon, I believe, ‘than that it
is not the cusTom ; or that we are afraid of being thought fin-
gular, ‘¢ Glorify thy foul in MEEkNEss, but give it HoNor ac-
“¢ cording to the pren1TY thereof,” is a very important and wife
admonition ; but our prefent LiGHT BEHAVIOR leads us to think
moft honorably of fuch things as are pompous and fhining, tho’
they fhould happen to be proofs of fplendid infamy. Our beft
actions may have fome tiné&ure of vanity, but we need but afk
ourfelves this fimple queftion : ¢ Will the thing I am doing,
¢ be acceptable in the fight of cop?”

Pain of body, or anguifth of mind, are alfo evils which grow
in every foil : tho' there is always {fome hazard of being thought
oflicious or impertinent, we may find frequent occafions to al=
leviate {fuch misfortunes. The rrorPER eXercife of TENDERNESS
and compassion, when we can thew our good-will in no other
way, have a magic power to charm the foul into peace. You
remember the apoftle’s declaration, ¢ Silver and gold I have
“ none, but fuchas I have, give I unto thee;” and at the fame
time work’d a mIrRAcLE to cure a difeafe.

The compofing of differences amongft friends, relations, or
acquaintance, is likewife a duty of no mean rank. The efire
of {peaking well of others; to be always ready to do it; to
{upprefs evil reports, and to take nothing upon popular rumor,
are duties which will give proof, not of the goodnefs of your
heart only, but of your head alfo. Credulity in matters of in-
difference, is a diftinguithing mark of weaknefs ; but where the
welfare of another perfon is concerned, it has a great mixture

of
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of malevolence. Great minds are always fuperior to calumny,
but little ones are as fond of depreciating merit.  'We ought to
cherifh fuch a habit of benevolence, that even the iNGraTITUDE

of others fhould not excite our reproaches, unlefs the offender
can be reformed by them.

““ Great minds, like beav'n, are pleas’d with doing good,
< Tho th’ ungrateful objets of their bowunty
 Are barren in return”

There is not a fault more common to your {ex, than that of
depreciating one another: and I am forry to fay, this prevails
more in ENGLAND than in any other country. I have feen even
the polite world err often in this refpect. I told you of the re-
buke given by a lady to her fellow vifitors. Obferving that they
were {evere on every one that left the company ; when {he took
her leave, fhe faid, “ Ladies, I hope you will be as indulgent to
¢ me as poflible.” We fhould be careful for our own fakes,
fince it is fenfclefs to expect we fhall have more than neighbor’s
fare. - Women are apt to forget that every daughter of eve has
fomething peculiar in her voice, perfon, and manners. You
do not {fufficiently diftinguith 1xrirmITIES from FauLTS; nor
whether thefe ought to be afcribed to nature, or to a wrong
education. Yet you may be well aflured, that the feeds of de-
- famation once fown, are not eafily eradicated. Every repeti-
tion of evil report, {preads a cloud of darknefs over the moral
world. I have no great faith in the doétrine of sympaTny or
anTiraTHy 3 but it is furprifing how sLANDER, or injurious
~ words, are known to thofe againft whom they are levelled ; in-
{omuch that it is the moft abfurd thing imaginable, to expedl
to
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to be well fpoken of, whilft we fpeak ill of others. The admo-
nition given by the wifeman is excellent : ¢ Curfe not the xiNg,
“ no not in thy TnoucHT ; and curfe not the ric in thy sep-
“ cuampeRr, for a bird of the air fhall carry the voice, and that
¢ which hath wines fhall TeLL the matter.,” The advice is
founded in good rporicy, but cmarity forbids us to defame
under pain of everlafting punifhment. It is very emphatically
faid, and as true of your {fex as of mine, that “ a man of ill
“ tongue is dangerous in his city, and he that is rasu in his
¢ talk, fhall be hated.” This, Mapam, is no SATYR upon vou ;
I do not remember to have ever heard you fpeak ill of any hu-
man being. '

Charity leads us yet a great way farther ; we muft learn to
bear the 1LL Mmanners of fome, and the 1GNorancE of others
to compaflionate the rroup, and forgive THE REVENGEFUL;
and, in general, to fupport fuch a nasit of good-will towards
mankind, as will difpofe us not only to defend the poor from
oppreflion, and to preferve the indigent, but alfo to be ready
even to die for the fervice of mankind.

If nothing is truly our own, but what we have given to
others ; to be rich in the fight of cop, is to be charitable : and,
indeed, what is the wealth of iNp1a to the man who is taking
his leave of this world ? and what {flender fecurity have we of
remaining in it for a fingle day! We ought, therefore, not to
extend our {olicitude to remote confequences, I am in eafy cir-
cumftances, my neighbor is in diftrefs ; if I enter into the me-
rits of his cafe, I fhall do a good aion. Reafon no farther ;
for if we add, if I do not enter into the merits of his cafe, 1

2 fhall
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fhall deliver myfelf from fuch and fuch inconveniences; my
children will have the more money hereafter ; I fhall be in a
capacity to indulge myfelf in fuch and fuch gratifications. Let
me reafon thus, and ’tis a great chance but I am carried beyond
the bounds which religion and humanity will warrant.

We are apt to drocp or exult as oruers feem to think us
wretched or happy. Leaving our own rEason out of the que-
ftion, we build our satisracrion on the weak foundation of
THEIR caprice or falfe judgment. Thus we live the pures of
each other’s FoLLy ; and, as if we were inclofed within a magic
circle, we dance round till we are intoxicated, and lofe all fenfe
and ability how to extricate ourfelves. We ouvcur indeed to
live for oTHErs, not as flaves to their oriNion, but as mini-
ftring {pirits, the inftruments of providence, to relieve their
wanTs, both of body and foul. Indeed happinefs or mifery muft
ultimately center in seLF, but a {fmall {hare of virtue will difco-
ver the difference between a virTuous and a vicious felf-love.

¢ Self-love but ferves the virtuous mind to wake,

« As the fmall pebble flirs the peaceful lake.

< The center moved, a circle flraight [ucceeds,

< Another flill, and flill another [preads.

« Friend, parent, neighbor, firft it will embrace,
 Qur country next, and next all buman race.

“ Wide, and fiill wide, the o'erflowings of bis mind,
“ Takes every creature in of every kind :

“ Earth fmiles around with boundlefs bounty blefs’d,
 And heaven bebolds its image in bis dreaff.”

v Thus



170 'GENERAL BENEVOLENGE.

Thus far Mr. rorE ; and thefe lines feem very prettily and philo-
fophically to corre& the vulgar notion concerning the Mean-
nefs of human nature, with regard to our doing nothing but
with a view to our own INTEREsST. It is true, virtue will certain-
ly be rewarded, but the intereft which extends to a claim of the
rewards of virtue after death, has, humanly {peaking, no mix-
ture of malignity in it. On the contrary, the wifdom of cop
is demonftrated in the amazing orprr and defign in which the
happinefs of his creatures here, coincides with their felicity in a
future ftate.

I have fomewhere met, I believe it is in Mr. rore’s thoughts,
a ftrong recommendation of charity, to this effe@ : * I believe,’”
fays the author, ¢ that xo man will be faved wirnouT charity,
and no man damned witu it.”” Not to eater into the merits of
this opinion, we have an indubitable authority, in the words of
a better author, st.raur, for the true properties of this carpi-
~aL VIRTUE, which leads men, as far as they ean go, in the
imitation of their maker. What was the bufinefs of our sa-
vior upon the earth, but one uninterrupted fcene of charity ?
¢¢ He went about doing good :” Such was his tendernefs, he
was often feen to weEr for the miferies which vice and folly
had introduced into the world. He told the women of jErU-
sALEM, to weep for THEMsELVES and for their cuiLDREN 3 but
urs tears alfo flowed for TueMm.

Tho’ the cop fhined forth in glory, when he raifed Lazarus
from the dead; yet as a man he appeared adorably amiable,
when he fympathized with his relations and friends. His cou-

2 PASSION
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PassioN as A Man, feemed to human eyes, to call forth his
MERCY as a Gop 3 we muft not prefume to fay after the fame
manner as the compassion of MEN actuates their rReason, for of
this we have fome comprehenfion ; but the union of his pivine
and muMAN nature is incomprehenfible.

With regard to ourfelves; which pleads moft for cmariTy,
our REASON or our passioNs ? Reafon alone, at beft, performs
but uavr the bufinefs of our lives. The man who is devoid of
compassion, muft be a cold fpe@ator of diftrefs.  He that
¢¢ loveth not his eroTHER whom he naTH feen, thow can he love
“ cop whom he naTn ~not {een ?” Let us contemplate the sea-
Trrupes annexed to charity : let reafon, paflion, intereft, the
nores of heaven, and the rear of hell ; the crory of our na-
TURE, in the moft alpiring imitation of the pIVINE PERFECTION
let evErY motive plead, to raife the higheft fenfe of this duty,
that it may at length exalt us to a glorious immortality. Fare-
wiLL. I am yours, &%. |

EnEaELTE R LLY.
To the fame.

M apawm,

E are told that one of the heroes of old, fearful he
fhould forget that he was born to die, commanded his
fervant, they fay it was an old woman, but no matter, to wake
him at a certain hour and repeat thefe words, ¢ rEmEMBER
“ raou ART A MaN.” Alas! what is the fuperiority .of a
king ? Is he not fubjec to hunger and thirft, ficknefs and pain?
7 SRR If
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If sLeee, the daily call of nature, is the image of peatn, what
neceility was there for this remembrance ?

But if he meant to humble himfelf before his gods, or his fub-
je&ts; the chriftian, whilft he bows his {foul in awful homage to
the true god, extends his views beyond the bounds of mortality.
The curisTian remembers v under whofe banners we carry
on this warfare of life. He remembers nim who parted with
life for us: who fuffered a painful and ignominious death, to
fave us from perdition. = He remembers nim whofe love for us
rendered his mercy adorable | Every morn you rife {peak to your
own heart and fay, I am a curisTian! Every night repeat the
fame ; and afk yourfelf in what you have acted agreeably to this
profeflion, and in what deviated from it. In every conrricr
of your heart, fummons up your refolution, and fay, with zara
in the tragedy, I am a chriftian! rejoice that you was born a
chriftian ; and that you live where you may boaft of that glo-
rious appellation. Thus poflefling your foul in a true fenfe of
this honor and happinefs, you will receive a pleafure beyond the
pride of kings; beyond all earthly pomp; or the higheft joy
this world can give. Difcharge this duty well,

“ Then wilt thou fee to what & GLORIOUS HEIGHT,
“ The CHRISTIAN Virtue lifts up mortal man.”

But this is ruarsopy, unintelligible jarcon, to thofe who will
not think sErrousLy wHAT IT 1s To BE A cHRIsTIAN. = Thofe,
alas! whofe days pafs in a round of amufements, or anxious fo-
licitude ; in too great ftudy, or no ftudy at all: who have not
{enfe to know the value of their own advantages, and like pre-

2 digals
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digals fquander them away : let them vrrve the objeés of your
compaflion ; and when they pie, proftrate yourfelf before hea-
ven, in Hores they will receive mercy, tho' there is no Founpa-
TION to hope for it, upon any promife made to thofe who vio-
late the conprTIONs of happinefs after death. If we reje&t the
merits of a crucified favior, or live unmindful of them, what

can be expeéted ? it cannot merit a reward, and the alternative
1S PUNISHMENT.

We muft exp life; we muft account for the days and years
of it: we have not a moment to lofe.  Let us dire& our
thoughts and acions fo as to increafe our FUTURE HOPES, let
what will happen to our PrRESENT ENjovMENTs; and let us pray,

“ Save us alike from foolifb pride,
“ Or impious difcontent

““ At ought thy wifdom bas deny’d,
“ Or ought thy goodnefs lent.”

Nor let us think that heaven does not fmile upon the virtuous,
becaufe thefe do not arr glitter in jewers. ‘They have enjoy-
ments infinitely fuperior: enjoyments for which gratitude and
obedience are infinitely due. And what can we afk more ?

¢ This day, be bread and peace my lot :
< Al elfe beneath the fun,
“ Thow know'f} if sesT beffowed or NoT,

& Ind let THY WiLL be dene.”’

Rrason, as well as revicion, fuggeft to us, that ’tis our duty to
ftudy the reaL worth of things, with regard to beth worlds,
~and to learn how to enjoy what is given us, be it little or much.

“ What
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“ IVhat bleffings thy FREE bounty gives,
<« Let ane not caff away;

¢ For gob is paid when man receives :
¢« T’enjoy is to obey.”

And fince it is the turn of our minds, in the concerns of both
worlds, which conftitutes our happinefs, or prevents our mi-
fery, let us flrive to acquire a rRiGHT turn ; and above all to
confider reLigroN as the prime objec of all our purfuits ; not
in THEORY OF empty SPECULATION, but as what ought to be the
conftant obje& of our THouGHTS, and the conftant rule of our
actions. . Let us learn to look down upon the nicuesT earthly
fplendor with NDIFFERENCE, ever carrying this in our minds,
that it is the ipoLATRrY 'of riches, not the use of them ; the
Lust of the eye after vain objeds, and the roorisu pride of
life ; not moperaTE defires, rEAL comforts, and sUBSTANTIAL
joys, which create a 'delufion in the mind, and conceal the
TruTH from us, and confequently prevent our reducing it to
pracice.. 'FarewerLrL. I am yours, & |

L sEITITAE B b BV
Zo the Jame.

Mapawm,

O make proof of the effeds of religion on the mind, let
us look round, and fee if we can

¢ Survey both worlds, intrepid and intire,
 In [fpite of witches; devils, dreams, and fire”

This
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This cannot be done by being forrowful, ' nor yet by de-
voting ourfelves to mirth and feftivity ; it muft arife from a
well regulated fpirit. But it is extreme folly to imagine a tra-
veller will happily arrive at the end of his journey, without
purfe or conveyance. If there is nothing advantageous to be
obtained without care and razor, will everlafting happinefs be
intruded on us ? will it come to us, if we do not go to meet
it? When grapes, which grow on unpruned vines, become
more delicious than thofe where the fkilful gardener has em-
ployed his art ; then may we hope that the carelefs or profane
may become the favorites of heaven.  Religion is a science, in
which, like many others, we can make no progrefs without ap-
plication : the effentials of it, indeed, are level to common ca-
pacitics, and thereforc the honeft peafant may snine, when
the man of the acuteft parts remains ignorant. Simplicity and
integrity of heart, whatever fome may imagine, are qualities of
much greater value than genius or fancy.

If the heart is engrofs’d by the world, and eftranged from
cop, what ExpEcTATIONS do reafon warrant? not, furely, that
we fhall live and die like beings rational, and accountable to
that cop ? Go into the great world, you will find religious peo-
ple ; ’tis abfurd to fay there are none ; there are many of vari-
ous degrees of piety ; I will not pretend to defcribe them, nor
what liberties they may take confiftent with virtue. But I am
fure the raciNG defire of living perpetually in a crowb, is a
diftemper of a very dangerous nature : it creates fuch a habit of
mind in thefe who indulge it, that the greateft part of them

are
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are but ill inclined to account with TaemseLves how their time
pafles: how will they account with their Mager ?

To fhun the unletter'd piety of the vulgar; the demurenefs
of the fanatic ; the madnefs of the enthufiaft ; the fuperftition
of the papift; we are glad of an excufe for being ignorant,
lazy, or ftupid. The concerns of religion are what leaft em-
ploy our wits. Indeed, as the greateft {ceptics are generally
the moft credulous fools ; fo the moft ingenious often refine
away the sussTance of religion. We are unwilling to believe
this ; it founds marsu ; we think it Mmay not be fo : but when
we come to the Test, we find ourfelves miferably pErecTIVE.

In the prime of life, when we are moft carasLE of learning ;.
when all our thoughts and aétions derive a peculiar Grace from
the attradtive charms of beauty, and ftamp the deeper impref-
fion on the minds of beholders: under thefe circumftances,
what pity ’tis we fee fo few external marks of an a&tive Livine
picTy 3 yet we know, from the nature of the human mind,
that thefe alone can fupport a LiveLy fenfe of religion, even in
the great article of belief in a cop. Can any thing be more
demonftrable, than that we are going in a wrong path? The
pUERILITY and LiTTLENEss of mind, apparent in {fo many of our
purfuits, and the dignity and greatnefs of foul, demonftrated in
fo few of our a&tions, make one almoft athamed of being a man,
and blufh to fee numantTy funk fo low.

We acknowledge that life is a ftate of trial, in which we can
hardly be too Laporious, and yet we take very little paINs.—
Every one who knows any thing of chriftianity, muft own that

- 1t
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it is a religion of seLF-pDENIAL ; but the good order of the pas-
sIONS, On RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLES, does not feem to be the firft
osject of our withes and endevors. We very aptly call life
a warfare, and confefs that we are placed as fentinels, to watch
the approach of the enemy, that we may not be furprized by
open violence or ftratagem ; and yet we watch fo little, that
the common foldier, under {fuch circumftances, would certainly
be put to death for negle@ of purv.—Do not both reafon and
religion fuggeft to you, that our trueft fecurity is in a firm maf-
culine piety ? Is it not this which warms the nearT, and eno-
bles the unpERsTANDING ? Is it not this which renders our paf-
fions gentle, and our manners agreeable to the precepts of our
great lord and malfter 7 And if this is a preparative to an imita-
tion of his life, our lives cannot become happy, nor our deaths
glorious without it. But can we lay our hands upon our
hearts, and fay, we labor to acquire {uch a habit of piety ;
that we prefer. it to all other things, and THiNk ourfelves truly
happy, only when we can poffefs'it? No: the beft of us are
too much in a droufy repofe: and the generality have need
to be awakened from a mortal {flumber! For heaven’s fake
roufe from this LETHARGY ! Be gay as the {pring, lively
as the morn; rejoice as if you were the favorite child of for-
tune, but let your joy be calm and rational; let it be
built on well-grounded hopes of heaven. If we laugh and
fing on the brink of perdition, we muft not call it jov, but
MADNEsS. Let the ENTHUsIAST rave, and boaft of fupernatural
gifts ; or the MaN oF LETTERs become an infidel as a mark of
genteel diftinétion: let the susy torment themfelves to acquire

riches, and the ameiTIOUS titles and fame : let the youthful, of
Aa both
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both fexes, be eager to grafp at fleeting pleafures; but the wite
will never forget that the foul is tMmorTAL, that man is ac-
counTasLg, and that cop is just. Should I appear to you as
an enthufiaft, who renounces all pretenfions to common fenfe,
were I to expoftulate with the thoughtlefs multitude in fuch
terms as thefe?

Oh ye fons of mammon, who idolize wealth, or offer incenfc
to ambition | Ye children of idlenefs and diffipation! And vou,
FAIR DAUGHTERS OF FESTIVITY, Who triumph in rLeviTY, and
soasT of want of thought! Foolith mortals of every denomina-
tion | If you are not loft beyond the reach of hope, hearken to
the voice of REAsoN ; coNsiDErR what you are poiNg, and what
you leave unpoNE |——Will things not be as they are, becaufe

you do not think about them? Or do you conclude that they -

will be as you wisn, tho’ you hardly know, or are afthamed
to own, what it is you wifh.
« Lay not thefe flatt’ring unllions to your fouls.”
Becaufe the things of a future ftate are evident almoft to de-
monftration, will you make it a reafon for your not attending
to them ? Becaufe you are fatisfied that you xNow what is to
be neErearTER; at leaft BELIEVE in a ftate of rewards and pu-
nithments, will you live as if you did noT believe, or was entire-
ly ignorant ? Consiper that your abode is on the verge of ETER-
NiTY 3 and that pEATH is DEATH, tho' you die with laughter.—
Conriss that you do not believe in a Gop ; or never beftow a
moment’s thought, whether the foul is immortal, or not. Main-
tain that seNEca and socraTEs were fools, and st. pETER and
sT. pAUL madmen ; or a&t consisTENT with your faith and
5 hopes.
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hopes. If you are chriftians ; if you have confidence in jesus
curisT ; if you will obey him as your king and lawgiver ; if
you believe that he has BROUGHT LIFE AND IMMORTALITY ToO
LiguTt, obey his laws. Study the precepts which have been
carefully tranfmitted down from age to age, for your invariable
rule and guide of life. Ina word, use vyour rrason, or expect

to be punisHEp for ingratitude to the cop who made you a
RATIONAL being.”

You may be fenfible of the force of fuch an expoftulation,
and yet call me back and afk, how in this pleafure-taking world,
where Fancy -and oriNioN have aflumed the province of rea-
son ; ‘where {fo many temptations are wiTHIN our own breafts,
and fo many furround us from wrrnour ; how, under fuch cir-
cumftances, you can get loofe from the fhackles of cuftom and
fathion, and break the chains by which you are held? Do
you afk thefe queftions ferioufly ? Do you diftruft your own ex-
perience ? Harpingss, or perhaps you will better underftand
my meaning if I call it PLEASURE, is certainly the obje@ we all
purfue. And what can I fay more than repeat my admonition,
and affure you that the practice of virtue is the TruEsT, the
HicHEsT pleafure ? ¢ Her ways are ways of pleafantnefs, and ALt
¢ her paths are pEAce.” And yet, how many of us forfeit our
uappINESS in purfuit of our pLEasure! We wander from the
true path, run after a varor, and fall into perdition.—If this is
too GeENERAL a leffon, I will bring it more vome : I will recom-
mend you to your own heart, to communEe with it, not in a
crouD, but in your caameer. In other words, will you do your-
{elf the juftice to Trink ? Will you be advifed to reap fuch books

Aa 2 as
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as are calculated to make you better and wifer, AND THEN to
THINK again ? Nor is this all : You muft court the fociety of
the wise and virruous, and fhun the roorisu and the 1pie.
Thus may you learn to IMPROVE your UNDERSTANDING ; tO COR-
RECT your FANCY and orinioN ; and to regulate your passrons,
You profefs to love cop and your NErGHBOR ; facrifice your va-
nity, and let the good of others be your rRuLING PassIoN. “VisiT
“ THE FATHERLESS AND THE wipow 3 be watchful of your own
integrity, *¢ and keep yourfelf unfpotted from the world.”

Remember that you can do nothing but what will make
your condition BETTER or worsE, Both worlds are fo far link’d
together, that there is hardly any thing of an indifferent nature.
This is our confolation : the obfervance of TrRuTH, and mMoraL -
RECTITUDE, renders our minuteft acions acceptable to cop.
“ Time,” fays DR. YOUNG, in his bold manner, ¢ is a gon.” It
ought at leaft to be revERED ; for, indeed, every moment, as it
flies, calls on us to adore him who gives us time for the per-
formance of the duties he requires.

The things which engage your attention, your care, your
{olicitude, which amufe or delight, perplex or trouble you, what
are they ? the Tovs of cmiLpren ? Compared with the things
which belong to eTerniTY, they are, in the language of the
{criptures, ‘‘ as sOUNDING BRASS, OF @ TINKLING CYMBAL, —
When you {ee men trefpafs on thofe Laws which are given for
their guide ; when you behold them, in their eager purfuits of
falfe pleafure, TraMPLING on VIRTUE ; when you oeserve the
ffue, and that as they Live fo they pie: if you believe in.a
ftate of rewards and punifhments, you may well break forth in

the
5
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the warm, but rational expoftulation of the Lapy, to her lover

in the play, who had facrificed his religion and conicience to
his vaNiTy and REVENGE :

¢ WZhat is dominion, pomp, the wealth of nations,

“ Nay of all the world 5 the world itfelf ;

“ Or what ten thoufand worlds, compared

« To TRUTH wunfpotted, beavenly FaITH,

““ And all the TRANSPORTS of a godlike mind,

““ Fixt and unmov'd in the great caufe of VIRTUE ¥

Apieu. I am yours, &%.

o E L K R ENIL
To the fame.

Mapaw,
O U fee I extend my concern for my friends, beyond the
narrow fpan of this life.  Regards arifing even from
common intercourfe and acquaintance, which have nothing of
iMMORTALITY in them, will not ftand the teft of a rational exa-
mination : narrow, weak, or interefted as thefe muft be, our
very conftancy in them is but half the virtue we take it for;
nay it often degenerates into folly, and fometimes into vice.

And yet, alas, what little soLicrtupe, with refpe& to a fu-
ture ftate, do we generally exprefs for thofe we love moft, be
they in the morwn or v of life!| We hardly entertain a thought
about their eternal intereft : rather than trefpafs on the rules of
GOOD BREEDING, as they are generally underftood, we leave
them entirely to their own nearts, let thefe deccive them

never
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never {o apparently. We feldom dare to remind each other of
ro1sLEs, much lefs of vicis. Yet I apprehend more might be
done from good motives of humanity, than we fee is done by
common auricular confeflion ; atleaft the rRomanisTs do not ap-
pear to have the more virtue for the confeffion of their vices.
Notwithftanding the BeaTrTupe annexed to the faving a foul,
we think very little of this apvanTace. We are told, that the
PRIMITIVE CHRIsTIANs were ready to f{uffer any temporal evils
to save another ; this was their spiriT, and carrLanTrYy., To
what diftant region is fuch virtue fled ? How rarzry is it to
be found, even among thofe who take up the profeflion of
pevoTinG their lives to the care of men’s fouls !

Shall I now afk your pardon for afluming the office of a
pRIEST, in writing this religious effay ? I with it were lefs im-
perfe& ; but fuch as it is, it would be assurp to apologize,
unlefs I meant firft to do that which I am confcious is wroNG ;
or was induced to think {o meanly of you, as to imagine you
could not difcover it to be rigHT ; or being perfuaded it was
right, that neither you, nor any into whofe hands it may fall,
can receive any ADVANTAGE by fuch labors. So much as you
in particular, are the BeTTER for the doétrine, {fo much will
the preacher be the marrier. Did you imagine, when you
defired a journar, I fhould commit fuch kind of difcourfe to
WRITING ? A journey of ten or ten THousaND miles has been
often performed without making any recorp of the converfa-
tion : and yet the beft that can be written of the rREcorpEr of
this, is-that * he fmote his breaft, and faid, Lorp BE MERCIFUL

¢ rto ME.A SINNER!” Abpitu. I am yours, &, |
P AT
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BEAR T V-

Remarks on the city of WINCHESTER, and
HAMPSHIRE, with fome gencral refleftions on
the love of our country.

=

ETE Y LER YEVIIT

Mapawm,

HAVE kept you fo long in difcourfe upon the concerns of

another world, and the joys of a ruTure ftate, that it is but
natural for you to wifth to return to the innocent pleafures of
the PRESENT.

Next to the hopes of glory, in the world 1nvisiBLE to mortal
eyes, the beautiful face of the earth, and the heavens which
cover it, is the moft pure, and moft exarTep pleafure we are
capable of enjoying. How the angelic poet deplores his deftiny,
in being deprived of that, which we make fo very little account
of, generally beholding all the beauties of nature with a care-
lefs indifference. Perhaps I fhould not fay aLi, there are
fome which pEMaND our homage, as well as efteem. The fe-
raphic miLToN laments his fate in this pathetic ftrain ;

2 ¢ LIGHT,
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““ LiGHT, the prime work of Gop, fo me's extint?,

“ And all her various objels of DELIGHT
 Annull’d. |

In another place he bemoans his fortune,

¢ SEASONS return, but not to ME returs

“ Day, or the sweET approach of ev’n or morn,
““ Or fight of VERNAL BLOOM, 07 SUMMER'S ROSE,
¢ Or FLOCKS 07 HERDS, 07 HUMAN FACE DIVINE.

It is amazing how men of reading and refle&ion, who know
pesT which are the trueft obje@s of delight, and how to ex-
tend the fcene of their joys, are however carelefs in the choice.
What a world of delights does the contemplation of nature fur-
nith ! Who can furvey the face of heaven and earth, without be-
ing tranfported ? And what joy can exceed the joy of health,
and the exercife of walking or riding in a fine country! Did com=
mon mortals keep alive a true fenfe of the pleafures of fight, and
of the objeéts which a beautiful country difcovers in fine weather,
they would think of provipENnce in a very different manner;
they would fee that, in comparifon with thefe, all expENsIVE
amufements, which are fo much fought by the rich, are
but a mere BaBy-HoUsE, and prove, that as a fickly appetite
requires variety, a falfe tafte creates the fame longing ; that the
cueAPEsT things are the pesT, in the sTricTEsT fenfe ; and
that happinefs is really divided much more equally than is ge-
nerally imagined.

Let us now look back, and by the power of imagination take
another view of the many miles of charming plains we have

travelled
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travelled over ! The downs of wiLTsuire, and saLissury plains,
may be well confidered in one and the fame light, and extend
near thirty miles. I was once told, by a perfon of great know-
ledge and experience, that within fix miles round the town of
DORCHESTER, Which is near the downs in queftion, are fed above
fix hundred thoufand fheep. This is the more credible to us,
who have juft feen the numerous flocks on the chalky downs
of wiLtsHIRE ; but if from thefe hills, drefs’d in green, and

covered with fheep, we look down upon the rich paftures, and
fruitful meadows, the plains, the woods, and delightful rivers,
with towns and villages, intermixed with princely feats, we
may juftly fing the praifes of this county. Avizu. Iam yours,

&c.

EAE ToF -EBsB: (LG
To the Jame.

Mapawm, Friday.
E T us now purfue the common occurrences of our jour-
ney. On our arrival laft night at the cHequer-Inn at
WINCHESTER, colonel Hsu %% ##s; whom we had feen at sTock-
BRIDGE, was fo obliging, as to give us his company at fupper,
and added to this, an invitation to a review which was to be
made the next morning of feveral companies of his regiment.
You who had been twice difturbed within the fpace of five days,
could hardly hear the words soLprer and morniNG, without
thinking at the fame time of inTERRUPTED reft ; but the coro-
neL {hewed his great politenefs, as well as fkill in military dif-
cipline, for you could not, from any thing I obferved, difcover
there was a foldier within twenty miles of the place.
B b To
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To travel through a city of fuch renown as wincuEsTER, and
fay nothing of it, would not be confiftent with my duty as a
journalift, nor with my inclination in point of curiofity.—This
ancient city ftands on the river rrcuin, which receives here
other rivulets, and runs through the town almoft from north to
{outh, till it empties itfelf into souTuHampToN water. Itis built
on the declivity of a hill, on the north and northweft fide, and
is bounded on the eaft by a chalky cliff, from whence the antient
priToNs called it the wuiTe city., Its walls feem to be fome-
what lefs than two miles in circumference. To trace this city up
to its origin, is beyond my reading; but we find that con-
sTANCE the fon of coNsTANTINE THE GrREAT, made it his refi-
dence. In the great ftreet there are feveral houfes which make
a good appearance ; and in the clofe, which almoft furrounds
the cathedral, are many comfortable habitations, tho’ not of
the modern kind ; thefe belong chiefly to the prebends and
canons. ‘This part is alfo well planted ; and whilft it affords
a pleafing fhade, adds to the folemn grandeur of the church.

No manufa@ures are made here; but the fchool and the
clergy, together with a fertile and delicious country round it,
ferve to fupport the inhabitants above indigence, tho’ not in
Aplendor. I am yours, &c. :

L ET-
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Lt B WeE ol Raw LX:
To the fame.

Mabpawm,

HE cathedral of wincuesTER has been lately beautified,

infomuch that from the frethnefs of the ftone in the in-
fide, it looks like a new building : they acknowledge that it cofts
a confiderable fum to keep it in repair. This church is a mafly
pile, which did not raife in me the idea of elegance or propriety,
tho” for grandeur and ufefulnefs, with refpe& to the worfhip of
Gop, it muft be confidered as high in rank. It was finithed at
the clofe of the fourteenth century, and is confequently above
- three hundred and fifty years old.  As this church was the bu-
rying place of our antient kings, there are yet the remains of
tombs, which attract the eyes of the curious ; in particular they
fhow two ftone coffins with arched tops, the inferiptions of
which are entirely worn out, if they ever had any. The one is
faid to be of rucius our firft chriftian king, whofe death fome
reckon to be about one hundred and eighty years after curist
tho’ it is generally thought that fuch a man as rucrus never
exifted. 'The other is of sT. swiTHiN, faid to be interred there
about the year eight hundred and fifty. They forgot to tell us
that thefe coffins were removed from other churches ; you may
fuppofe that a church ftood on the fame {pot, which, in procefs:
of time, yielded place to the prefent {folemn temple.

To come down to later times, there is the monument of wit-
LIAM RUFUS, Who was killed in the new foreft ; and by the

Bb 2 {ides
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fides of the altar are ranged fix chefts, containing the remains
of EGBERT, ADOLPHUS, EDREDUS, EDMUND, CANUTE, and queen
puMa; but it is confefled, that the havock of inteftine broils
have difturbed thefe repofitories, and {cattered thefe rRovaL bones,
perhaps with lefs regard than if they had been merely rrezEaN,

In this church is the monument of bifthop rox, who, in a
foolith vanity of piety, it is faid, attempted to imitate our sa-
vior’s fafting, and ftarved himfelf to death. This figure re-
prefents a dead man emaciated with hunger. The monument
in the moft modern ftyle, is of the late bifhop wirris: there
arc many of leffer note, which we will pafs over in filence.

But we muft not forget the pompous fepulchre of wiLrram
or wickHaM, which is yet perfect; the countenance of the
effigy is very comely ; heis drefs’d in his mitre and epifcopal
robes ; kneeling at his feet are three fmall figures of friars,
whofe faces you was bid to remark, reprefented as in a tranf~
port of devotion,

You have often heard the name of this eminent ftatefinan and
prelate, in the reign of epwarp nr. He was born in 1324,
and began very early to fhine in learning and politenefs, as one
of the moft diftinguithed perfons of the age he lived in. He
was forty-three years old when he was nominated bifhop of
wiINCHESTER : foon after he was made lord high chancellor,
and afterwards prefident of the council. In thefe ages of papal
authority, churchmen having the management of moft fecular
concerns, held the firft civil as well as ecclefiaftical offices in
the ftate. A powerful party however obliged our bifhop, in

13771,
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1371, to give up his office ; and three years afterwards he re-
tired to his diocefe. But the king foon found that his nobles
were not capable of condu@ing his government fo well as his
clergy ; and notwithftanding the intrigues of the duke of Lax-
CASTER, in 1389, WILLIAM OF wWICKHAM was again made lord
high chancellor, and executed this office with great honor for
three years. After this he devoted his time, and large fortune,
to the fervice of his country. He died in 1404, in the eighty-
firft year of his age, leaving this cathedral and college, together

with NEw coLLEGE in oxrorp, as ftanding monuments of his
charity and patrioti{m.

From the cathedral we pafs’d to the {fchool or college. ' It was
here the worthy prelate juft mentioned, defigned that youth
fhould be inftru@ed and prepared for his college in oxrorb.
The fchool-room is fitting up in an clegant manner ; but, I am
forry to fay, the hall where the youths dine, did not do juftice
to the memory of their great founder.

This fchool is faid to be fallen off ; whether it ought to be
imputed to the want of knowledge or attention in thofe who have
-the care of it, or to other caufes, I know not. One is not to
exped delicacy and elegance, but there is a certain propriety
which ought to reign in all public places, in every civilized ftate.
You remember how we were difgufted with the appearance of
their buttery. If cleanlinefs is to the body, what virtue is to
the foul : if {chools are the places whence we receive fo great a
part of the Goop a nation can enjoy, or the EviLs it can {uffer;
every filthy appearance ought to be avoided. Virtue, cleanli-

5 nefs,
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nefs, order, and propriety, generally accompany each other. We
have ftriking inftances of this among the lower claffes of the
people ; and as, among them, we {ee what a vaft difference there
is in domeftic comforts, between thofe who are temperate and
induftrious, and thofe who are brutifhly abandoned to vice, and
the ufe of {pirituous liquors, {fo in the higher clafles, the man
who conduéts his private concerns, or the affairs of his family,
with moft order and decency, always makes the beft figure ;
and, fuppofing other things equal, is moft efteemed.

Next to cleanlinefs in apartments, care ought to be taken in
thefe public {chools, that boys fhould not appear in rags ; it is
apt to give them a carelefs turn of thought, with regard to one
of the eflential duties of life.

In refpe& to their diet; as they are feldom glutted with
quantity, the quality becomes the lefs material : and yet, to
indulge my concern for their welfare, I muft obferve that fari-
naceous foods, which are efteemed the beft for them, being
prepared after the ufual manner of {chools, are not near fo whol-
fome as common bread, if this is truly good of its kind.

It muft afford pleafure to benevolent minds, to fee {fchools well
condutted, and young perfons under proper piscreLine, Why
this fchool fhould fall off, is a fecret to me: the diftance from
LONDON 1s not great ; it enjoys a wholfome air, and plenty of
provifions, with no inconfiderable revenue of the foundation. I
who wifh well to my county, as well s my country, fhall
feel no little indignation if this fchool really fuffers by any mif~

2 condu&t
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condut of thofe who are charged with the care of it ; and tho’
you was not born in HaMpsHIRE, as a friend to virtue and man-
kind, you will join with me in fentiment : if the cafe is as re-
prefented, that the mafter being a Torv, and the head ufher a
wHig, neither party choofe to fend their children thither ; we
muft laugh at whigs and tories, who carry their notions fo far.

Whatever the oeconomy of this {chool may be, their chapel
is elegant and commodious, tho’ their library is of ne great note.
The fhell of the palace which was begun by cuarres 1. in
1683, is by far the moft ftriking obje@ : the defign is very
grand, and the fituation equally noble and delightful: the
front to the weft is faid to be above three hundred and twenty
feet : the plan was laid for building a fpacious flreet from it,
down to the weft end of the cathedral. Had the king lived to
execute his defign, he would have inclofed a large tra& of
ground, towards sTockBRrIDGE, and converted it into a park.
One cannot but lament that fo much expence fhould be render-
ed ufelefs, and that no fucceeding prince has finifhed this edifice,
The adjacent country affords many delicious profpeéts, and is
very proper for hunting, a diverfion however which this prince
did not delight in : he ufed to fay, it was riding poft out of
the road.”” It might have been happier for the morals of this
nation, if his diverfions had been all attended with as little
guilt as hunting, Farewsrr. Yours, &.

LETTER LXI

% M?"I. Dm**.
Mapaw,

FTER hearing divine fervice at the cathedral, we took
our leave of the agreeable DR, Ly#s¥x#, Who is one of
2 the
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the prebends, for whofe civilities we were much obliged. The
fky, which had been hitherto fo indulgent to us, now let fall
a fhower, but it ferved only to cool the earth, for the fun
foon cheared us again with his rays, and helped to {upport the
good humor of the company. We are much oftener obliged
for our happinefs to the weather, than we are aware of ; {fuch
is the ftate of the body, and its influence on the mind. We
paffed through aresrorp, which is diftant eight miles. This
is a market-town, and diftinguithed for its neatnefs. About
forty years fince it was entirely confumed by fire, and the
houfes for the moft part appear new. The polite captain
ropNEy has a new houfe here, which is very pleafantly fitu-
ated. ALEsrorD is remarkable in this, that the road through it
is broad, hard, and {fmooth, to a degree that does great honor
to the inhabitants : at leaft it was fo at this time. It is ama-
zing how sturip the greateft part of the people of ENcLAND
are! Either from rGNorRaNCE, or INDOLENCE, one can hardly
find a village, the road through which is broad, or rightly form-
ed, and as feldom kept in complete repair. But, alas, what
{hall we fay of the roaps, if fo we may call the ravEMENTS,
through the ftreets of Lonpon and wesTMINSTER ? IGNORANCE
and INDOLENCE, a little narrow felfith {pirit, with an 1MpoLITIC
contempt of the laws in being, all unite to render them abo-
minably irregular, and confequently extremely iNcoNVENIENT,
and perNicIous to man and beaft. It might be otherwife at a
moderate expence to individuals, or I am extremely miftaken,

From ALESFORD to ALTON is ten miles, the road very fair and
pleafant ; the country abounds in corn and meadow lands, but
it
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but it does not feem to be very rich in number of inhabitants,
AvrTon is a market-town, very neat, and well built ; it is well
fupplied with provifions, and manufactures BARRAGANS, Niums,
and other ftuffs to a confiderable amount. Near it is a {chool
of good repute.

This day was diftinguifhed from all others of our journey ; it
was paft five before we fat down to dinner, which hunger ren-
dered more grateful than the higheft fauces of the moft inge-
nious cookery. There is fomething which gives a quicknefs to
life, when we wander a little out of the beaten track of it; and

in thefe little irregularities confifts fome part of the pleafure of
travelling,

From arton we dire¢ted our courfe to rarNHAM, which is
nine miles : itis a turnpike-road, and for the moft part through
lanes. The boundaries of mAMPsHIRE is about three miles from
this town. Apieu. I am yours, &%.

LETTER LXIL .
Zo the fawme.

MaDaM,

E have now taken our leave of HamrsHireE, and are at
leifure to contemplate the charms of this delicious

county, which we have fo lately pafied through.

It is common for travellers who take the rout from rLonxpox
to PORTSMOUTH, by way of PETERSFIELD, to entertain a mean

opinion of HampsHIRE ; and indeed the road which lies between
C ¢ GODAL~
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copaLMiN and peETErsFIELD, looks like a dreary wafte: but
cven here the romantic fituation of HiND-HEAD, has its charms ;
and tho’ this part is not well inhabited, it has many fine views
of a cultivated country. In general, HampsuIre is well wood-
ed, has many delicious downs, pleafant meadows, and fertile
arable lands. It produces large fupplies of corn, and great
plenty of hops. It feeds great flocks of {heep, and great num-
bers of hogs. The honey of this country is much efteemed ;
and I am told there are fome iron mines. It is enriched by
manufadtures, and receives no {mall advantages from commerce
both foreign and domeftic.

The coafts of this county, from ALLOM-HEAD to SPITHEAD,
take in the harbors of cHRIST-CHURCH, LIMINGTON, SOUTH-
ampToN, and rorTsmouTH, and exhibit a view of a fertile and
delightful country. Indeed the coafts from rorTsMoUTH, eaft-
ward to emsworTH, which is the boundary of the county on
this fide, has but a dreary appearance.

As this county properly includes the 1s1e or wicar, fo much
diftinguithed for its fertility and rural charms, we may, with
boldnefs fay, that, for fize and beauty, it vies with the moft de-
lightful province, of the moft delightful ifland in the wqud._
If to this we add the honor it recgives by including the port,
from whence we took our departure, which is the great ren-
dezvous of our naval ftrength, it demands the higher place in
our eftcem. Am I partial to my own county ? In truth I ne-
ver faw half fo much of it before 1 had the pleafure of attend-
ing you ; and it certainly would not have appeared fo charm-
ing, had T been with company lefs agreeable. FareweLL.

L ET-
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LSE:T T E R.GEXIIL

7o Mrs. O g x5 %% %
Mapa M, Saturday, Auguft 16, 1755,
ARN HAM is a confiderable market-town, but I faw lit-
tle more in it than dirty houfes: befides we were now
drawing near home ; that was enough to engage my attention ;
I do not mean with defire to change my company, nor yet to
enjoy the delights of Lonpon.—This morning we took our leave
of our landlord at the suss, and proceeded to cuiLrorp, which
is diftant twelve miles. 'The road is in fome places much broken
up by heavy carriages + it lies very high on a chalky way, but
the vallies and hills on each fide appear very grand, the profpeés
extenfive, and fome of them inexpreflibly delightful.—As one
defcends the hill, which leads to cuiLrorp, this antient town
has a very noble and romantic appearance. The ruins of sT.
CATHARINE’S chapel, on an eminence, is a very ftriking objet :
of what antiquity this chapel is, I could never difcover ; but the
materials of which it is built, are faid to be as hard as iron; and
to all appearance it has ftood the ftorms of ages. On the other
fide the valley is a lofty cliff of chalk, which heightens the gran-
deur of the {cene.

The entrance of GUILF{:RD is over the wrv: it is a very
neat borough-town, and has many very good houfes. The
declivity on which it ftands, joined to the view of the oppo-
fite hills, gives it an air of grandeur; whilft the wey, whofe
ftreams water the lower part of the town, adds to the beauty as
well as the advantage of the fituation. This river is of the more

Cc 2 utility,
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atility, as it communicates with the Tnames, Corn and timber
are thus brought to the capital ; and the mills which are worked
on it, fupply the neighboring country with meal, which is alfo
conveyed in confiderable quantities to LonpoN.—This place is
a great thoroughfare into mampsmire. It is well inhabited,
and contains three churches, with an hofpital for twelve old
men, and eight women, built by ceorce assor, archbifhop of
CANTERBURY, In the reign of james I. His monument being
broken down by the top of a church tumbling in, the parts of
it are now depofited in the hofpital : it is faid the occafion of
building this houfe of charity, was to attone for his acciden-
tally killing a man. This bithop, tho’ defcended from an ob-
fcure family in GuiLrorp, one of his brothers became a bifhop
alfo, and the other lord-mayor of Lonpon.—But what ftruck
me moft, was the ruins of an old caftle, part of which now
belongs to pr. MiTcHEL ; and fome of the remains of a palace
of great extent, which, as appears by the beft authorities, was
the refidence of eTHELRED, one of the saxon kings, near Boo
years ago. It alfo appears from the foundations that have been
dug up, at fome diftance from the place where the ruins now
ftand, that the whole declivity of the hill on the eaft-fide of
the river wey, was occupied by this monarch, In thofe days
this place was called GeLprorD; cELD in GERMAN fignifies
money ; whence one would be led to conclude, that it had
fome allufion to the great fertility of this country, and the de-
lightful profpects with which it abounds on every fide. I be-
lieve it was the queen of this potentate, called eBy, whofe
favorite refidence was called gssy’s hem, or essy’s home, now
converted into EPsom.

From
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From cuiLrord we took the road to ersom, which is fixteen
miles. Leaving the town, the downs, on which the races are
run, lie a little to the right. This county of surry is diftin-
guifhed for fine houfes and delightful feats, and there are feveral
fituated near this crofs-road. The moft remarkable which ftruck
me, was the LorD onsLow’s, and ADMIRAL BoscaweN’s; but
the laft has not fo many marks of grandeur, as of pleafure and
a healthy fituation. Here are many inequalities of ground,
beautifully variegated with woods, inclofures, and open fields,
where ceEres now feemed to {mile with the moft attraive
charms. We paft by the villages cLaNDON, ErriNcHAM, and
many others: this part of the country, being extremely well in-
habited, is one of the moft pleafant roads I have yet feen in
ENGLAND, R

At length we arrived at resom. "This place labors under the
common fault, of the road, in the heart of the town, being
much too narrow : however, it is well known to be the ren-
dezvous of people of tafte, pleafure, and fortune. Indeed, one
would imagine arL the inhabitants were very rici, from the
money which was charged us for our fervants at the sprEAD-
EAGLE. In this town we had the pleafure of waiting on our
much honored friends Mrs. Bas###, and her three amiable daugh-
ters, with her fifter MRs. Lys % %%%, in company with Mr. and
MRS. E %% %% %%, Who received us with great hofpitality and po-
litenefs.—The meeting of my friend MR. Ey %% % %%, brought to
my thoughts a journal of a different nature: this gentleman
commanded one of his MajesTy’s yatchs at HELVOET, in 0CTOBER
1750, when a certain friend of yours returned from abroad. I
am yours, &. L Exl>
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Mapan,

O W we proceed to the conclufion. From rrsom we

purfued our journey by a crofs ugly road of clay, which
feemed to be only paffable in dry weather. At length we came
in view of the dead, flat, ENGLISH HOLLAND, HAMPTON-COURT,
and about fix in the evening we arrived at xingsTox. The
charming banks of the THaMEs now began to captivate the
fancy, and check the remembrance of other delightful fcenes,
which were now pafling away like a dream, and of which this
moralizing LETTER-JOURNAL can preferve the memory only for
a day. But is not this the cafe of life in general ? Thofe who
pafs through it moft pleafantly, is it not caierLy by means of
a fucceflion of objeds, of which the laft, in fome meafure, de-
faces the remembrance of the former? You muft not miftake
my meaning : conftancy is a virtue of great worth : indeed there
is no virtue without it, but they fay, variety has its charms with
your fex as well as mine ; conftancy in focial duties, in whatever
relation we ftand to others, is a virtue united with conftancy to
cop and ourfelves.

Of all pleafures, that which is derived from company, is the
moft delightful. This is obfervable in the BruTE creation : in
us the love of it feems to be implanted by the cop of nature,
as a passion of the mind. But whilft we remember that our
true glory confifts in the exercife of our reafon, we fhall con-
clude, that the more rational our difcourfe, the more it will

tend

5
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tend to exalt and cultivate the focial affe@ions ; and the more
thefe are improved, the more peLicuTrUL life will be ; not only
from the mere pleafure of fociety, but as it leads us to make
deeper difcoveries of ourfelves, and to adore the great maxer
who endowed us with fuch capacities.

MeN are not ANGELs, nor woMEN neither, tho” we are both
nearly related to thefe meffengers of heaven when we do not
debafe ourfelves. We complain of the inftability of life, and of
the imperfe&ion of all things; but it is from the frame and
habit of the mind, that objeéts derive their pleafing or difplea-
{ing arrearANcEs ; and the truer light we fee things in, the
more we fhall admire them, if we are contented to be what

cop has made us, and make rReason, and our natural love of
VIRTUE, the umpires,

WEe may do ourfelves juftice by obferving, that our compane
was not vociferoufly merry : ExTrRAVAaGaNT mirthis sap mirth ;
it is MIRTH RUN MAD, it waftes the {pirits, and diffipates thofe
powers from whence tlie beauty of fentiments arife. ¢ The
¢ furnace proveth the potter’s veflel ; fo the trial of a man is
¢ in his REasoniNg.” Not that it is effential our ideas (hould
flow extremely brifk ; but coop sense is neceffary, and fo is
G0OD-HUMOR, but much depends on habit of mind and experience
of the worLp, and particularly on the degree of efteem which
thofe, who affociate, have for each other. The turn of mind,
which we emphatically call coop-~aTure, and the defire of
rLEASING, with very lively people, is apt to degenerate into
wiT : and how dangerous a weapon is wit in moft hands!

How.
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How much oftner it difturbs the peace, than promotes the
harmony of fociety | Mr. rorE fays,

« Gurs'd be the verfe, bow fmooth [o &'er it flow,
« Jhich tends to make one boneft man my foe.”

This perhaps was dictated by the Genius of the roET, rather
than the true seirirT of the man. He was upon fome occa-
fions wittily fatyrical perhaps beyond the bounds which huma-
nity prefcribes : I think he lath’d fometimes more seversLY
than UsEFULLY ; yet it is plain he adopted it as a principle, to
abandon his charming mufe, cuarming when fhe taught or
footh’d, rather than hurt one honeft heart.

But, mapam, tho' a man has wit, virtue, and good fenfe,
his friend may grow tired of his company. Will it argue moft
my want of wit, or underftanding, if I fay, this may happen
where there are women alfo ? But not fo often under the fame
circumftances : and the reafon is plain: let proud stoics, or
ill-natured cynical philofophers, fay what they pleafe; female
converfation, when it is conducted with delicacy, tho’ it fhould
be with a lefs portion of fenfe, has the greateft power to v~
provE the underftanding, and moft affuredly to menD the man-.
ners, and DprLIGHT the imagination of MEN: you will judge
the beft how the cafe ftands with regard to women., I hope
vou will both be the better for what you have seew, if not for
what you have uEarp, at leaft for that part which is now upon
record.  You will believe me, when I fay, that in the courfe
of my life, I have been more than once sick or a parTY, in a
quarter part of eight hours: and that I now paffed my time,

g without
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without one painful thought, for eight fummer’s days.—Here
indeed, at the foot of this kINGsTON-BRIDGE, the magic wand,
which had given obje@s fo many charms, was broken : the hap-
pinefs which I had fondly afcribed, to my own difpofition to
be pleafed, I difcovered was owing to my companions power
of pleafing. Life itfelf has an end: we muft rife from a
banquet with gratitude for the pleafures we have received,
not repine that we cannot always be feafting: and tho’ I am
now reduced to a level with common mortals, to find my
way about the world, in the beft manner I can, it fhall al-
ways be confiftent with my profeflion, that I am, with the

greateft refped,
MADAM,

Your moft fincere,

and obedient fervant,

Ha# % %% &

Dd
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BHNERESSAY ON TE A:

Confidered as pernicious to Heartsa ; obftru@ing InpusTry;
and impoverifhing the Narion :

WITH

A Short Account of its GrowTH, and great CoNsUMPTION
in thefe Kincpowms.

WITH
Several PoriTicar REFLECTiONS.
IN TWENTY-FIVE LETTERS,
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Letter.

L. TO Mrs.Oxsssss. On I.Ewgr#wrb ﬂfffd-

IL.% T the fame. Manner of cHINESE drinking tea.

IIL. To the fame. Introduction of tea into ENGLAND.

IV. To the fame. Tea the caufe of weak nerves, fturvy, and bad

teeth.

V. Zo the fame. Bad effelts of tea, and opinion of doiors.
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VI. To Mrs. D s« s, Lives fhortened by tea.

VIL. To the fame. Some remedies againft the evils of gin and tea.
VL To the fame. Prevalency of example in tea drinking.

IX. To the fame. The force of fafbion with regard to tea.

X. To the fame. Fafvions changeable.
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XI. ToMrs.Ouesnne. Herbs ﬂf oHr own grﬂwrb in licu f.i_‘fff'd.
XL To the fame. Advantages arifing from tea.
XIIL To the fame. Taxes propofed in lieu of tea.
XIV. To the fame. Calculation of the expence of tea.
XV. To the fame. Great expence and a lofing trade dcfiruifive.
XVL To the fame. Moderation in expence neceffary.
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XVIL. 7o the fame.  Tea with refped to the export of gold and filver.
XVIL To the fame.  Excufées the EAST INDIA company,

XIX., To the fame. General view of trade in tea, &c.

XX, To the fame. Ballance of trade with FrRANCE.

XXI. To the fame.  Thoughts on the public debt.

XXI. To the fame.  Danger of augmenting the public debt.

XXNL To the fame.  Additional tax for the current fervice.

XXIV. To the fame.  Means of raifing a tax. .

XXV. To the fame.  Conclufion and recapitulation.
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PARUY T

Of the growth of TEA, manner of CHINESE drinking
TEA ; introduclion of TEA imto ENGLAND; TEA
the caufe of many diftempers, &c.

EVE R EDNE R A,

To Mrs. Ogsssnion
Mapaw, _
O U are arrived at HomE, but I hope not near the Enp of
- your journey : you muft fet out again, and it will give
me great pleafure to hear that you take the rigHT ROAD, not
the beaten track of life, tho’ you fhould find in it the sEst
company.

I have yet fomething to communicate, to which I defire you
* will lend' a;.,&(grmua attention. It is of great importance to the
lives and forttines of your fellow fubje&ts, and confequently to
the welfare of your country. I do not mean to make you a
MERCHANT oOr a PoLITICIAN in {pite of your teeth ; but it would
be a very ill compliment, to a lady, to fuppofe fhe has no Love
for her counTry, or does not enjoy fuch a fhare of Goop sEnsE
as generally attends this generous affe@ion.

Dd:2 The
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The prefent occafion awakens a thought which has often di-
{fturbed my preams. If my prefent {peculation is but a prEAM,
[ think it my happinefs, that the fubjeét of it is the love of my
country. It is indeed a concern of a very interefting nature ;
and there is more reafon to expeét redrefs from the Lapies of
this land, than from the moft learned divine, or the ableft

{tatefman.

The matter is this. I have long confidéred TEa, not only as
a prejudicial article of commerce ; but alfo of a moft pernicious
tendency with regard to domeftic induftry and labor ; and very
injurious to health. I am not bias’d by any private motives or
partial confiderations; and tho’ many have had much better op-
portunities of underftanding the fubje than myfelf ; yet no
perfon, that I know of, has entered fairly into the merits of it
in the different lights it appears to me.

You who have drank tea {o often, muft have frequently heard
the {ubje of its growth difcuffed very rLearnepLY, and perhaps
without one fingle word of truth. For my own part I have
heard variety of accounts, and it is but lately I received any fa-
tisfaction.

You may be affured that the places of the growth of Bonea
and oreEN TEA are different. Bohea tea, which the cHiNEsE
call Bous, or TcHA BoU, 1. €. tea bohea, grows in rFo-kiEN, and
other provinces, moftly in the latitude of 24, to 28. The
fthrub which produces this leaf, thrives moft on rifing ground,
in which they make furrows to carry off the water. The di-
ftinction of the taftes of TEa, arifes in fome meafure from the

| {feafons,
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feafons, and alfo from the foil in which it grows, juft as we
find hay or hops of different years and places of growth, differ
extremely.

Bohea tea is gathered at different times, viz. the rirsT in
APrIL, the leaf being yet young and green : this is what the
cHINESE call soucnoon, of which no great quantity, of the true
fort, is obtainable, tho’ the grocer may give you the fecond
fort of tea under this denomination. Soucnoon is the moft
grateful to the tafte, and of the fineft flavor: if any tea is
wholfome, this is the moft {o, and in cuina it is in the higheft

elteem.

The secoxp fort, which the cuinese call coxcou, is ga-
thered in june; but here alfo they make many divifions or
affortments, all eflentially different in quality, according to the
foil, and the {feafons in which it is gathered.

The THIRD, or common fort, goes under the general deno-
mination of TcHA Bou, or rour. This is what is fold fo ex-
tremely cheap at feveral rurorEan markets, of which I fhall
have occafion to fay more hereafter. But in this are alfo many
different qualities or degrees of goodnefs, or BapnEss, which you

_ pleafe.
If the firft thoots of tea were picked leaf by leaf, as was for-

merly done in cuina, and not mixed, as is now practifed,
we fhould find a greater difference in the flavor of fuch tea,
compared even with what we yet call FiNE tea, than there is
between the delicacy and tafte of young peas, and thofe which
are full grown. The
4
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The general name which the cHINESE give to GREEN TEA,
is songLo. It grows in a little higher latitude, chiefly in the

province of k1aNG-NaN, and generally in a lower ground than
the bohea: the fame care is neceffary to drain off the water.

The fhrub and leaf of GreeN TEA are fo much like thofe of
poura, that it requires the fkill of a botanift to diftinguith

them.

Hyson, or HysooN, fo called by the cuingsE, as well as by us,
probably from the place of its growth, is either a different fhrub
from the Green tea, or the buds are picked more early : it
is alfo diftinguifhed by being higher dried, and as it is rendered
more crifp, it keeps longeft : however, this yields at prefent to
FINE green tea, which you think excells in color and flavor. The
fineft fort of the latter, which the cuinesE call ByNG, and we
denominate 1mrERIAL, its leaf is confiderably larger than nyson.
Byng is dear in cHina, and very little of it is brought into
eurorE.~—The inferior fort of green is gathered in avcusT, of
which there are various qualities, according to the foils and dif-
ferent times of gathering, as already mentioned of BonEa. Tea
picked in wet weather, can hardly be ever well cured.

The manner of curing thefe leaves, is by putting them into

a veflel like a ftew-pan, about a foot deep, and four or five feet
diameter, which we call TorcuEs, probably an ENGLIsSH name
tor thefe veflels, well known alfo in 1np14, under the fame de-
nomination. Shaking the leaves over the fire, not only dries,
but curls them up in the manner you fee them : it is remarkable,
that if by any accident tea becomes moift, fo as to make a
2 fecond
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fecond drying neceffary, it is never {o well packed, but it may
be diftinguifhed from other chefts or tubs,

Green tea is not cured exactly after the fame manner as bohea,
for in order to preferve its color, after being partly cured by fire,
it is completely finithed in the fun, which, at certain times, is
intenfely hot in cuina.

You will pleafe to obferve, that befides TuTanaGuE, a metal
well known, in fome refpes refembling T1n, and which abounds
in cHINA, they have a white copper, refembling filver, which is
very dear. But thefe Torcuzs are faid to be of common cor-
pER, which is yet of a fuperior quality to ours. Thefe veflels
are made very thin and light, as our purch tea-kettles: the
HOLLANDERS, of whom we learned this manner of working cop-
per, were taught it in CHINA OF JAPAN.

Some entertain a notion,, that the cuiness ufe art to heighten:
the color of green tea ; and that a degree of verdegreafe is em-
ployed for this purpofe. Nor muft we be furprized if this could
be proved, when we confider that modern EurorEAN cookery
has introduced ¢ a viTTLE POIson, which,” we fay, does not
kill ;> not only in high fauces, but even in common p1ckLEs of
the fineft color. I have often thought I tafted copper in green
tea: and what is more, I am fure I have felt a diforder in my
bowels, as if I had received a noxious aliment. The former
might be the effe& of imagination ; but wherever there is cop-
per, you may be fure there is fome degree of verdegreafe, as we
fee even in the alloy of gold, when it is lain-by, after being
moift. Whether there is more or lefs harm in thefe TorcHES,

than
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than in the common copper veflels we ufe for boiling our food,
I will not undertake to determine ; obferving however, that we
hold it pernicious to BoiL water in copper not tinn’d, and,
in fpite of cuftom, many prefer veflels of caft-iron to tinn'd
copper.  This ufe of the Toren, accounts for the vulgar opi-
nion, that all tea is dried in the {fun on copper plates; from
whence it has been concluded, that it derives a corrofive qua-

lity.

The cuinesk drink very little commor érc:en tea themfelves,
and may therefore take the more liberty with eurorEaNs. They
are {ure that the firft concern of the EncLisH is what is FAsHI-
oNasLe. Tho’ I lay no ftrefs on this point, I fee no reafon
why, in a FrEE country, people of rasnion, may not deftroy
themfelves in a sLow manner with TEa, as the common people
take a more ExPEDITIOUS way to poifon themfelves with TEa
and cin. Apieu. I am yours, &%.

P. §. The information I have given you, is from the beft
Living witnefs, who had never read pu maLpe’s hiftory of
cygiNa, more than myfelf : but fince writing my letter, I have
perufed what this writer fays about tea. He is confidered by
far the moft to be depended on, and is, I apprehend, a faithful
author : you will therefore the more eafily difcover the weight
of the authority from whence I had my information previous
to my reading this account.

““ Among fhrubs,” fays he, “ that of tea ought to be placed in
the firft rank : the name of tea is derived to us from the cor-
rupt pronunciation of two cities in the province of ro-kiEN; in
the reft of the empire it is called Tcrua.

They

4
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They diftinguifh it into four different forts. The firlt has the
name of SONG Lo TcHA ; it grows upon a mountain of x1aNc-
nan, in the lat. of 29 deg. 58 min. 30 fec. which is covered
over with thefe fhrubs. It is planted much in the fame man-
ner as vines, whofe growth is prevented, otherwife it would run
up to feven or eight foot in height. In the {pace of four or
five years it muft be planted anew, or elfe the leaf will become
thick, hard, and rough. The flower is white, and in the fhape
of a rofe, compofed of five leaves. In the autumn, when the

flower is gone, there appears a berry in the fhape of a nut, a
little moift, and of no bad tafte.

What I have faid of the height of thefe fhrubs, muft be un-
derftood of thofe which grow in the aforefaid province, for in
other places they fuffer them to grow to their natural height,
which often reaches to ten or twelve feet : for this reafon, while
the branches are young and tender, they caufe them to bend
downward, that they may gather the leaves with greater eafe.

The soNG Lo TcHA, or green tea, above-mentioned, after
being preferved feveral years, is an excellent remedy againft
many diftempers.

Another kind of tea (vou v Tcua) grows in the province of
rokiEN, and takes its name from a famous mountain therein.
This mountain, according to an obfervation made upon the {pot,
lies in 27 deg. 47 min. 38 fec. of north latitude, It is the moft
famous in all the province : there are in it a great number of

Ee temples
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temples, houfes, and hermitages of the sonzes, which attra&
a great concourfe of people.

With a defign to make this mountain pafs for the abode of
fuperior beings, they have conveyed barks, chariots, and other
things, into the clefts of the fteepeft rocks, all along the fide
of a rivulet that divides it in two ; infomuch, that thefe fanta-
ftical ornaments are looked upon by the vulgar, as a real pro-
digy ; for they fuppofe, that it muft be a power more than hu-
man, that has fixed them in thefe inacceffable places.

The foil of this mountain, that produces this plant, is light,
whitifh, and fandy. The only difference between the leaf of
bohea tea and green, is, that the latter are more long and fharp-
pointed : the decofion of the latter is green, and experience
difcovers it to be much miore apt to create a cholicy dif5
order *. On the contrary, the leaves of the bohea are ﬂmrter,
and more round, of a color a little blackifh, and yicld a yellow
tincture”. The tafte of bohea is very fmooth, and the decoc-
tion inoffenfive to the weakeft ftomach : for this reafon, this
bohea tea is the moft fought after, and ufed by the whole em-
pire. However, it muft be obferved, that of this kind there
are three forts.

The rirsT is the tender leaf of the fhrub when newly plant-
ed : this s feldom expofed to fale, but ferves to make rresenTS
of, and to fend to the Emperor. Itis a kind of imperial tea,
and is valued at about Two sHILLINGS a pound (ENGLISH money).
The seconp confifts of leaves fuller grown, and this is counted

a
* The tranflator calls it a RaRING. * He feems here to fpeak of the prime fort
of bohea,
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a very good fort : the remaining leaves are fuffered to come to
their full bignefs, which makes the Tuirp kind, and is exceed-

ing cheap.

They make ftill another fort of the flower itfelf, but thofe
who would have it, muft befpeak it before hand, and purchafe
it at an exceflive price : notwithftanding which, it makes a very
infipid tea, and is never ufed at the EmpEROR’s court.

There are feveral other teas, which are very little different
from the two principal kinds, but what is owing to the nature
of the foil in which they are planted : and there are feveral
pLaNTs to which they give the name of tea, which are NoTHING
vike 1T, However there is a third principal fort, of which we
can give but an imperfe& account, becaufe ftrangers are not
permitted to enter the place where it grows. It is called rou
EUL TcHA, from the village rou ruL in the province of vuw
~naN. Thofe who have been at the foot of the mountain, in-
form us, that this fhrub is tall and buthy, planted without re-
gularity, and grows without cultivation. The leaves are more
long, and thick, than thofe of the two former kinds : they roll
them up into a kind of balls, and fell them at a good price,
The tafte is fmooth, but not very agreeable ; when it is made
ufe of in the ordinary manner, it yields a reddifh tin&ure. The
cHiNEsE phyficians account it very falutary, and a certain re-
medy for the cholic and fluxes, and alfo very good to procure
an appetite.” | '

Thus far father pu maLpe ; upon which I muft take leave
to obferve, that EurorEans, finding it difficult to pronounce
Ee2 the
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the t, c, 1, A, probably called it TEa; tho’ what the jefuit
contanciy, who refided many years at the court of rexin,
and helped pu maLDE in compofing his hiftory, fays, implys
its being called at that place by fome name more nearly re-
fembling T, E, s.—What he fays of akind of impERIAL TEA fent
as prefents to the empEROR, I {uppofe he means the soucuoon,
and not the syng, which laft we call impErraL. His account
agrees with my information, that the prime fort of bohea is the
moft valuable, and that it is difficult to ‘obtain any quantity,
Indeed the whole account has a great correfpondence with that
which 1 have given you ; and if we allow it to have any merit
as to the growth, we may alfo afcribe fome to his account of its
virtues. But I beg you will obferve, that he tells you the opinion
of the cuinese, and does not mention a fingle word of any ex-
periments he, or his friends in crina, had made on themfelves
or others. You may alfo take notice of his intimation, that tea
thould be kept for feveral years, which is {feldom done in turorg,
our confumption being fo great, as not to allow time for it. The
cuinNEsE value it for its age, as we efteem ocroser beer.—He
makes no remarks on the effe@s which may be naturally expeéed
from tea in different climates: nor in {peaking of this leaf, does
he mention a word of the manner in which the cainese drink it.
—As to the rEp TEA, which cures cHoLics and rLuxes, he does
not tell you that he found it fo, but that the crinese phyficians
account it falutary, &c.—What he fays of the feveral plants to
which the name of tea is given, * which are NoTHING LikE I7,”
confirms me in the opinion, that we impofe upon ourfelves
grofsly, with regard to the diffcrent kinds and qualities of tea,
as well as the manner of ufing it : partly 16NoraNT of the in-

? jury
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jury it does, and partly coNsENTING to be injured, rather than
forbear this childith gratification, like a BaBv racE or MEN,
we play with our perdition! Abizu..

LByl TE By AL
To the fame.

MaDa M,

ANKIND have given themfelves up fo much to their

{enfes, that rReason feems to be confidered rather as a
SERVANT, than a masTer. Even this cuftom of fipping tea,
affords a gratification, which becomes fo habitual, as hardly
to be refifted. It has prevailed indeed over a great part of
the world ; but the moft effeminate people on the face of the
whole earth, whofe example we, as a wise, AcTivEe, and war-
LikE nation, would leaft defire to imitate, are the greateft fip-
pers ; I mean the cuinese, among whom the firft ranks of the:
people have adopted it as a kind of principle, that it is below:
their dignity to perform any manLy labor, or indeed any labor
at all : and yet, with regard to this cuftom of fipping tea, we
feem to a&t more wantonly and abfurdly than the cminese

them{elves.

The greateft part of the common people in cHina drink
water. Itis with them, as with moft other nations, parti-
cularly in the rast, that pure water is their common beverage ;.
but when this happens to be unwholfome, as is the cafe about:
canToN, the people correétit by infufing a coarle kind of bohea
tea. A large veflel is made of this liquor, every morning, to-
which they occafionally add warm water, and without fugar, or

‘any other mixture, the fervants, and the family in general, draw
it
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it off for common ufe, the water being only juft colored with
the tea.

When the higher ranks of the people ufe it, either as a com-
mon drink, or an entertainment, they infufe a fmall quantity
in every cup, contenting themfelves with the flavor and tafte
of the fubtler parts, without drawing it down with water, as
we generally practife. If my intelligence is true, they drink
wvery little or no GrerN TEa, alledging, that it rather difturbs
than promotes digeftion, particularly New GrEEN TEA, which,
they fay, occafions rEvers. It muft be obferved, that tea, be-

ing good of its kind, and kept from the air inclofed in lead
will keep fifteen or twenty years, or longer.

As to green tea, it is chiefly confumed by the TArTARS in
and about cuina, alfo in feveral parts of inpra. Till within
thefe thirty or forty years, a much lefs quantity of this kind was
cultivated in cuina ; but fince there has been {fo rropiGious a
demand for rurore, hardly any quantity of tea in general,
which the cuinese can well fupply, is fufficient. Some of the
euroPEAN markets have indeed been glutted for a fhort time,
but notwithftanding cuina exceed us fo greatly in number of

inhabitants, it is queftioned if they confume fo much tea as we
and the HOLLANDERS.

The crinese alfo differ from us in this, that they frequently
ufe acips with their tea inftead of sweeTs. Indeed I wonder
fo few of the female world deviate from the path which their
mothers have trod before them, efpecially when their health is

5 n
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in a declining condition. I know of a lady or two, who make
ufe of their own underftandings, without regard to fathion or cu-
ftom, and find themfelves much the better for it.- The cui-
NESE never drink their tea fweet; indeed, they fometimes hold
a bit of fugar-candy in their mouth whilft they are drinking it,
which is a cuftom I can by no means recommend, as it hurts
the teeth. Farewerr. I am yours, &e.

LRSIV EE R 1H,
To the fame.
Mapam,

B‘E FORE we proceed to enquire into the pernicious effects

of tea in this ifland, as I have given you fome lights into
its growth, and alfo the manner of ufing it in cHina, in oppo-
fition to our cuftom, perhaps you will be glad to know when
this inToxicaTing liquor came firft in fathion in this country.
I do not mean, that it makes people prunx, but it certainly
has TURNED oUR BRAINS, and fo far it is intoxicating.

Lorp arLiNGTON and LORD ossory, were the perfons who
brought it from HorLLAND in 1666 : their Lapies then became
paflionately enamored with it as a New thing: THEIR example
recommended it to the fine women of thofe days, and vours
muft put it out of countenance. The price it then fold for, was
no lefs than fixty fhillings the pound. One would imagine, that
a pound of fine bohea tea, which coft the purch, at BaTavia,
four or five fhillings, would foon find its way into EUROPE by
other channels, if it could be fold for three pounds; and this
was the price fo late as about the year 1707 ; and we were not
- then fo univerfally Luxurious, nor fo vigilantas we are now;
at
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at leaft this was not the pleafure in GEnNerAL vogue,at that time ;
and if it had always remained facred to LapiEs of quality, it had
been parpier for us.  The ufe of tea defcended to the PLEBEIAN
order amongft us, but about the beginning of this century : but
it was not before the year 1715, that we began to buy large.
quantitics of GREEN TEA of the cuinNesE, having been till then
contented with sonea. In 1720, the confumption was fo much
augmented, that the rFrENcH, who had hitherto brought home
only raw-filk, porcelain, and filken manufaGtures from cHiNa,
began to import confiderable quantities of tea into FrRance ; and
by eftablifhing the trade of running it into this ifland, have found
their prorFIT in OUR FOLLY ever fince. From 1717 to 1726,
we imported annually about 700,000 pounds. The quantities
run in upon us, however, muft have been prodigious, for it was
calculated in 1728, that 5,000,000 pounds were imported into
rurorE, of which we were much the greateft confumers. Our
own importation increafed, infomuch that from 1732 to 1742,
I find 1,200,000 pounds annually imported into LoNDoON ; and
now the quantity is 3,000,000.

As the demand for tea in cuina increafed, fo was this fathi-
-onable drug apurLTERATED, and continues to be mixed with
lcaves of other fhrubs. Indeed I have often obferved, that what
has paffed with the vurcar, even the mopisH vuLGaAr, under
the NaME of tea, neither in tafte, fmell, nor fize of leaf, {eemed
to have any tea in it.  And as to FINE teas, fince there has been
{o vaft a demand for surors, the cainese hardly ever pick the
leaves with any delicacy, except for the confumption of their
own fovereign and his grandees, and confequently it is difficult

to meet with very choice tea, Farewern, Iam yours, &%,
A T
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BEE T B R ackM,
 To the Jame.

Mapawm,
F it had been my fortune to enjoy a greater {hare of wir,
and a lefs portion of couracg, I fhould hardly have encoun-
tered {o formidable an enemy, with fuch great alliances, being
fo little fupported as I am. To fay the ftrength of my an-
tagonift is founded in rancy and orinion, is acknowledging it
is very ftrong : and if I was infpired with the {pirit of a cur-
r1us, would my leaping into the gulph save my country from
the dangers of tea?

I have heard it remarked, with a ferious air, by perfons who
have made cHiN A voyages, that tea cures and prevents the scurvy;
and I have alfo heard this obfervation ridiculed by others of
at leaft as much experience. If - this were really the cafe, in
preference to all herbs of our own growth, it might be a very
wife meafure to fend a quantity of tea on board all his majE-
sty’s fhips, efpecially in time of war, We have THOUsANDS,
I might fay miLLIONS, of tea-drinkers, who are of lefs confe-
quence to the ftate, and lefs expofed to this complaint than our
feamen : but who ever THouGHT of this expedient for the fer-
vice of the navy ? On the contrary, vinegar is beft calculated to
temper the quality of falt beef, and to prevent the ordinary
effe@s of the falt-water air. '

The nations which never tafted the infufion of tea, are they
more troubled with this. malady, either by land or fea, than we
F f are ?
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are? If we, being iflanders, are fubje@t to this diftemper, let
us eat lefs animarL roop: we fhall furely find better effeés
from vegetables, bread, milk, and cold water, thefe being good
of their kind, than from Tea. We often fee that acips will
prevent the fcurvy 5 and that fugar, which is the concomitant
of tea, will produce it. This is frequently feen among wesT
iND1ANS, who are fond of fweetmeats ; boys in grocers fhops ;
and, what is remarkable, men who break {ugar for the grocers,
are obferved to be more than commonly affli¢ted with this di-
ftemper. If sucar abounds with savts, it muft confequently
be produive of the scurvy. It is alledged by fome ingenious
gentlemen, that as warm liquids promote perfpiration, which
is more particularly neceflary in bodies fubje@ to the fcurvy,
the infufion of tea ought therefore to be recommended. This
is as if a proper degree of perfpiration could not be excited by
warm CLOTHING, EXERcCISE, whollome MEasTs, and prinks.
The relaxed habit which is brought on by drinking tea, ener-
vating the powers of nature, and difabling her to throw off
what is pernicious, does really cuerisn this diftemper, inftead
of DESTROYING it.

The being much expofed to moift air, without proper ex-
ercife, as it obftru&s the natural fecretions, it will bring on this
diftemper ; and in moft {eafons of the year, our atmofphere is
chiefly compofed of watery particles. But if any one fhould
tell you I am going out of my peprh, you muft not there-
fore lofe fight of the argument, nor let my reputation fuffer in
your efteem for a few miftakes. You have feen how the hands
of your women-wathers are fhriveled by ot water; you feel

how
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how HoT rL1QUIDs give paIN externally and internally, even when
they do not scaLp : you are alfo fenfible, when you go to rous,
or to THEATRES, of the pernicious effeés of Hot a1r to the lungs.
Do you imagine, that nature requires our drinking liquids even
{o warm as our blood ? Very hot, or very cold liquors, taken as
MEDICINES, may produce effeéts, which, in the ordinary courfe
of the animal operations, are not neceffary : the fame as things
very HOT, Or Very coLp, in QuaLiTy, are not therefore proper
for common roop. In rraLy they often cure fevers with 1ck ;
and you may have heard fome dofors fay, that musTarp is
good in their hands, but not in common ufe.—I fuppofe that
more than three quarters of mankind drink no other liquor than
water in its natural ftate. In very cold countries, in the height
of winter, warm liquors may be fometimes neceffary : but even
in fuch circumftances, cold water may be taken in {mall quan-
tities, not only with fafety, but it really invigorates much more
than hot, The peafant, whofe life is, in fpite of the evils in-
feparable from poverty, generally the longeft, finds that cold
water is the beft remedy for fevers, agues, and many other dif-
orders. Nature, indulgent to all created beings, feems to have
provided this as a mEDICINE, as well as a NUTRIMENT, for ALL
mankind, tho’ fome experience is neceflary as to the manner of

ufing it.

But whilft we fondly attempt to cure the scurvy by nor li-
quors, may we not die of weak nerves ? I appeal to the me-
mory and experience of every thinking perfon in this ifland, if
they ever heard of, or knew of any period, in which paraLiTIC
diforders, and thofe called nervous, prevailed fo much as at
4 x Ff a2 this
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this time ? If fuch were not fo prevalent when tea was not in
ufe 3 and if thefe prevail moft among people who conftantly
drink tea, may we not reafonably impute the misfortune, in a
great meafure, to this pruc ? We fee, that in' fome conftitu-
tions, tea occafions almoft inftantaneous tremblings of the hands ;
and how muft it affe& the finer parts of the frame, when there
is fuch a visisLe effect ?

I believe no body difputes that hot avater relaxes, but they
are not aware that {uch relaxation conrirms a {corbutic habit,
and creates many other diforders. If the powers of nature, by
which our food is digefted, are weakened, will it not occafion
an obftru@ion of the main {prings on which the regular motion
of the whole machine depends? and how many sweeT crea-
rurks, of your fex, languith with weak digeftion, low fpirits,
laffitudes, melancholy, and twenty diforders, which in fpite of
the racurTy have yet no names, except the general one of
nErRvous comMPLAINTS ! Tell them to change their diet, and
among other articles to leave off drinking tea, it is more than
probable the greateft part of them will be reftored to health.

Liquids drank hot, or warm, efpecially in the evening, or
near the time of reft, will alfo, in fome conftitutions, put the
animal {pirits into {fuch an agitation as to prevent sLeer. There
is likewife a quality in the tea which prevents reft, at leaft to
fuch as are not habituated to it; and it is accordingly recom-
mended to perfons who are under a neceflity of watcaing,

Hot water is alflo vefy hurtful to the Teern, The chiNesk
do not drink their tea fo hot as we do; and yet they have bad
‘ teeth,
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teeth, This cannot be afcribed entirely to sucar, for they ufe
very little, as already ebferved :  but we all know that hot or
cold things which pain the teeth, deftroy them alfo. If we
drank tea lefs, and ufed gentle acids for the gums and teeth,
particularly sour orances, though we had a lefs number of
FRENCH DENTIsTs, Ifancy this essEnTiaL part of beauty would
be eTTER preferved.

The women in the united provinces who sie TEA from morn-
ing till night, are as remarkable for bad teeth. The rorTU-
cUESE ladies, on the other hand, entertain with fweet-meats,
and yet they have very good teeth : but their food is more of
the farinaceous and vegetable kind than ours. They alfo prink
coLdp waTER inftead of sipriNG HoT 3 and for the fame reafon
the ufe of sucar, in general, is lefs pernicious to them than to
us.

Much fugar is hurtful to young perfons, particularly fuch
as drink wine and malt liquors. After a plentiful meal of
various foods, the ufe of it, even in tea, is apt to create unna-
tural fermentations ; and its falts often produce inflammatory
diforders. Apurrs, or thofe who drink only cold water, may
venture on sucar more freely, And I muft take this opportu-
nity to inform you, that it would be greatly for the com-
mercial intereft of the nation, if we confumed rEss {ugar our-
felves, and fold more to foreigners: but of this more hereafter.
Farewerr. I am yours, &.

L E . T-
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L B TTERETRAY,
To the fame.

Mabpawm,

HOUUH habit reconciles us to the ufe of Tra, as it

does TURKS to oriuM, may we not with great propricty
afk thefe fimple queftions ? Is it not difturbing the operitions
of mature to drink when neither thirft nor heat proveke:® 1o
we not often drink tea when we have already drank too great a
quantity of water, or other diluting liquors? Would not coLn
liquids fometimes relieve nature better than wor ?—The polite
queftion is, * have you drank your tea ?”” It is fuppofed that
EVERY BoDy drinks tea EVERY evening, and EVERY morning.
Will the fons and daughters of this happy ifle, this reputed
abode of {fenfe and liberty, for ever fubmit to the bondage of fo
tyrannical a cuftom? Muft the young and old, and middle
aged, the fickly and the ftrong, in warm weather and cold,
in moift and dry, with one common confent, employ fo many
precious hours, and risk their health in fo Low a gratification as
prINKING TEA? Muft we be bred up from generation to gene-
ration to this unneceflary and abfurd expence ; and by creating
a want which nature does not make, become unhappy, if it is

not regularly fupplied ?

I am not younc, but methinks there is not quite fo much
beauty in this land as there was. Your very chamber maids
have loft their bloom by sirring tea ; even the agitations of
the paffions at carps are hardly fo great enemies to beauty.

What
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What suakeseear afcribes to the concealment of love, is in this
age more frequently occafioned by the ufe of T£A.

 Like a worm i the bud,
“ It feeds on the damafk cheeck.”

How can this effe® be avoided, whilft we continue to com-
mit fuch orrences againft NaTure ? Custom is faid to be a
sECOND NATURE, and in many inftances it is a rirsT; but as
we fhall never walk on our manps {fo conveniently as upon
our reer, I am perfuaded we fhall not enjoy a eLoomine
neaLTH whilft we continue the ufe of TEa.

Confider how mankind are governed by their PrEjUDICES.
Amongft others I dare fay you have imbibed this from the very
earlieft part of life, that you fhall certainly be a dead woman if
you venture on cold liquids in a MorNING ; and yet you fly to
weLLs of coLD MINERAL wATERS to remove the pernicious ef-
fe@s of fipping tea. And as foon as you recover your health,
you return to sippiNG again. 'Thus you sHORTEN YOUR DAYs:
You give up your health a prey, and with it all the joys which
attend it. Be affured that tea hurts many who do not believe
the evils they fuffer arife from this caufe ; and that many per-
fitt in the ufe of it, in fpite of the cleareft conviction that it is
hurtful. Who can behold without forrow and indignation,
young perfons fipping tea and fugar, late in the evening, perhaps
a fhort hour before their fupper? What purpofe is this tea to
anfwer ? As a NUTRIMENT ? It is not a SOLID to NOURISH ; it is
not a L1QuUID to quench thirft, for the fugar makes them thirfty.
What is it? An idle cuftom; an abfurd expence; tending

to
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to create fantaftic defires, and bad habits, which muft render us
lefs happy, or more mi{i:r_r__able; than we fthould otherwife be.

Tho’ nasrr and cusTom prevail over NATURE in many in-
ftances ; yet, you may be affured, there will be a conTEsT
between them, and in the ifflue vou will become the victim.
Green tea, when made ftrong, is an emeTIc, and a deco&ion of
it more eafily performs this operation ; yet I grant it is drank
by many without {fuch an effe&. The infufion alfo, when it is
made ftrong, and ftands long to draw the grofler particles, will
convulfe the bowels : even in the manner commonly ufed it has
this effe& on fome conftitutions, as I have already had occafion
to remark to you, from my own experience. You fee I confefs
my wWEAKNEss without referve, but thofe who are very fond of
tea, if they find themfelves difordered, generally aferibe it to
any caufe except the TrRue one. I am aware that the effe&
juft mentioned is imputed to the hot water; let it be {o, and
my argument is not weakened ; but who can pretend to fay it
is not PARTLY owing to particular kinds of tea ; perhaps fuch as
partake of coprrras, which there is caufe to apprehend is fome-
times the cafe. If we judge from the effe@s, there is a foun-
dation for this opinion. Put a drop of ftrong tea, either green
or bohea, but chiefly the former, on the blade of a knife, tho’
it is not corrofive in the fame manner as vitriol, yet one may
plainly perceive there is a corrofive quality in it. But be
pleafed to oblerve, I rather mention thefe Two errEcTs as heads
of enquiry, than reft the MerITs of my cause upon them.

With regard to the opinions of the Learnep, I am told that
a phyfician, not many years fince, wrote a treatifc in Favor of
4 BOHEA
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BOHEA TEA, and recommended the ufe of its infufion, mixed
with milk and fugar asa cure, not of the scurvy only, butalfo
of consumpTions. This Norion is no longer adopted; but
granting that ue thought what he wrote, at that time ; and that
his book was not calculated for any pecuniary ends, as books
often are, we muft not regard orinions, but argue from racrs
and exper1ENCE. And with regard to the prefent argument,
we are to confider in general the pernicious effeéts of TEa ;
tea as it is ufed by the bulk of TEa-pDrINkERS, as well as thofe
who are injured by the conftant ufe of the pest tea. And did
he inform the world of the difference between a pound of bohea
tea bought at amsTERDAM, or, as it has lately been fold, at
emBDEN for fifteen-pence, and another fold in Lonpon for up-
wards of twenty fhillings ? Between fuch prime forts, and in-
ferior teas, there is as great difference, as between raw cabbage

and a pine-apple, or the beft meat the butchers fhop affords
and caRrRioN.

What foundation there is for the opinion that the cuiNESE
give us tea already ufed, I cannot fay, but they are no honefter
than other nations; and it feems to be a LEss ABUSE to give
us the leaf at fecond hand, than to impofe upon us a leaf of
a different fhrub, which perhaps may have a quite different
effe® on the human body. Indeed, as we are for PRESENT
gratifications, no matter whether we are poifon’d or not, it
is No wonder THEY fhould give themfelves no trouble on this

head.

G g It
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It is not many years fince it was the great {ubject of conver-
{ation, which was the BEsT, GREEN tea, or sonea. Each hada
very powerful party, and vicrory feemed to declare on neither
fide. The cuinese could not fupply us with a fufhcient
quantity of tolerable BonEA TEA ; or, with as little reafon as
other fathions are taken up, it became rasHionasLE to drink
creeN. If we follow the example of the cuingse, we fhall
certainly prefer bohea tea, which feems to be the leaft perni-
cious. If many of the common people in cHina drink tea,
and yet are robuft, we muft remember they drink it to cor-
re&t bad water, as already explained ; and prorasLy not fuch
BAD tea as our common people drink ; cerTainLy not ftrong,
nor hot, nor roapep with fugar, nor out of season in mere
wantonnefs : they drink it when thirft provokes.

It is alfo faid, that neither the ftone nor gout are known in
cHiNa 3 but if this is true, it cannot be afcribed to tea, for in
other parts of asia, where they know nothing of tea, the peo-
ple are not affli¢ted with thefe diftempers. This may be ow-
ing to climate and fimplicity of dict. Such are the effedts of
the temperament of the air on human bodies, that what may

be conducive to health in one region, may be hurtful in an-
other.

Thofe do&tors who had but little knowledge of its effedts,
and have been advocates for tea, have maintained that it is a
gentle reftringent, and ftrengthens the tone of the inteftines;
but they do not recommend milk, nor fugar, nor yet to drink

it
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it after a full meal. Dr. raurr, one of the phyficians of the
king of pENMARK, wrote a treatife on this fubje&. He fays,
that tea is pesiccaTIVE ; or, in plain excLish, thatit is of a
drying quality, and therefore ought not to be ufed after the
fortieth year of life.  But let us hear the general and difinte-
refted voice of our own phyficians. As far as I can difcover,
they very ferioufly pecrarg, that they are more obliged to Tra
for the cains arifing from their pratice, than to all oruer
debaucheries: and indeed, if we exclude the very vicious
part of mankind, 1 believe it is literally true. Phyficians, like
other people, generally fpeak in favor of things they are fond
of themfelves ; some of them are ronp of tea, and therefore
hold their tongues, or commend it: but the major part of
them confefs that tea, in general, but particularly in the man-
ner we take it, is injurious to health : and if they were to fay
otherwife, I am afraid I {hould not believe them. Indeed, with
regard to myfelf, I have no notion of believing any thing in
conTrADICTION to the teftimony of my fenfes : nor do I know
of any reriGioN, but that of rome, which requires fuch belief.
Every one ought to confult his own feeling ; and if experience
will fupport my argument, you may as well take my word as the
doctors. If my opinion ftands good till phyficians are entirely
agreed about the Goop or Bap qualities of Tea ; and alfo con-
cerning the diftin&ion of TRUE or FaLsE, cHoIcE and comMMmoON
TeA 3 and the nature of fuch conftitutions as may ufe it with-
out mucH danger, and fuch to whom it is poifonous, I fhall
be entitled to a pErLOMA,

Gg 2 If
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If thefe fons of escuLarius, whom luxury has rendered fo
ufeful and neceflary to us, were lefs methodical, more rational,
and more attentive in their pra&ice; or if we fhould ever be-
come fo virtuous, as to engage the rFavor of heaven, that thefe
learned gentlemen fhould alfo become fo much serTER than the
reft of mankind, as to think more of the advantage of others,
than of their own : if this, I fay, fhould ever happen, I hum-
bly apprehend that we fhould foon fee tea excluded the parLoR,
as many difhes which modern cookery has introduced, would
be no longer permitted to enter the marL: pLaIN diet, MoDE-
RATE meals, GENTLE exercife, REGULAR reft, RecuLARr paffions,
and coLp waTER, all which being now but little regarded in
common practice, would then moft engage their care for the
prefervation of mankind. Apiev. I am yours, &.

PART
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Lives fhortened by TEA. The prevalency of ex-
ample. The force of fafbion. Fajbion change-
able. Herbs in lien of TEA.
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Mapam,

T is not probable we fhall ever return to the fimplicity of

the firft ages; our plan is of a different kind : nor is the
human body the fame as it was in the antediluvian world : it
is not capable of lafting {fo long. But as life is defirable above
all things, one would think it fhould be no hard tafk to dif-
countenance all rasurons which tend to fhorten its duration.
I fuppofe apam and eve drank pure element, with all its vivi-
ryiNG qualities? And if they did really make ufe of the infu-
fion of any delicious herbs with which the garden of epex
abounded, I dare fay, fo BiTTER a weed as tea was not felected
for this purpofe; for after all that can be faid of tea, witHouT
fugar it is very unpleafant to the tafte ; and wirn it, the tafte
of the fugar prevails fo much over the tafte of the tea, as almoft
to deftroy it. I fear tea will prove BITTER to us in the end, in
more fenfes than one, if we go on at the fame rate as we have
done for fome years patft.

C-an
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Can any reafonable perfon doubt that this flatulent liquor
fhortens the lives of great numbers of people? Were we to
reckon that only cne in a thoufand dies annually of this sLow
poison, out of two millions of tea-drinkers, the ftate would
{fuffer the heavy lofs of two thoufand fubjelts. If to the
common vices and evils of life, we add fupernumerary de-
baucheries, as the effeéts of one vice add ftrength to the effeés
of another, the calculation muft grow to an amazing height.
Is not this fipping fathion become a vice ? Granting that it is
not vicious in itfelf ; if the example reaches to the roor, and it
is vicious in THEM, it becomes vicious in the ricu alfo, who
perfift in the ufe of it; becaufe it is not NECEssaRry, norany
mark of a neceflary or ufeful pistincrron. I am fenfible that
this rure will not hold in all things, but it holds in the pre-

{ent cafe.

How many thoufands in this nation are annually poifoned by
'TEA, GIN, and wiNE. Many, indeed, by ufing them in excefs ;
many for not declining the ufe of them entirely ; and many for
ufing fuch as are bad of their kind : {o many, I fear, are cut off
before their time, that the {tate will foon feel the want of them,

If we had no other vicious habit than drinking tea, there
would be lefs caufe to be alarmed : but what do you think
of sEVENTY THousanDp public-houfes in encranp ! Well
might the seaN1aRrD fay, “ ENGLAND is a country where half
« the people are employed to fill liquor for the other half.,” To
one who is preferved by fuch a multitude of drinking-houfes,

- 5 we
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we may fafely calculate that Turee are brought to their grave
before the time appointed by nature. I will {fuppofe that one
houfe in three, kills only one man in ten; this amounts to feven
hundred and feventy-feven annually.

If it can be made appear that by the prevailing ridiculous cu-
ftoms of the times, amongft which we muft reckon the ufe of
TEA, added to common vices and infirmities, as juft mention-
ed, that oNe in a THousaND is annually loft, in eleven milli-
ons it amounts to eleven thoufand. If this computation is fub-
ject to exceptions, as being too general ; if we calculate only a
quarter part of it, in TweNTy years the king will lofe at. leaft
fixty thoufand fubjects, and what numsers will this amount to
in twice the time ! This account may sTarTLE you; but as it
is juftly obferved, that war and famine do not make {uch deva-
ftation as intemperance in general, fo in peculiar inftances, in par-
ticular countries, an abfurd fathion may prevail, of which very
few obferve its operations, and yet it may fhorten the lives of mil-
lions, and at length reduce a ftate to an abje@ condition. Were
mankind temperate, tis more than probable they would live fix
or eight years longer than they do ; and the whole face of the
habitable part of the globe might, according to the moft appa-
rent defign of providence, be well peopled, efpecially in coun-
trics where the ravages of war {feldom or never reach..

I do not mean to amufe you with romantic {peculations,
nor to jeft merely to promote the trade of paper-mills and
printing-houfes *. But there is another caufe of the diminu-

tion

* This treatife was wrote with a defign to be printed, which was not the intention

of the LETTERS.
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tion of our numbers : how many men continue bachelors from
rasttoN as well as from prupence, or vice | This is the greater
reproach, as they are moft apparently perrcrent in this kind of
love for their country, if we confider it only as an auxiliary
motive to marriage.

The working poor are the grand fource of the riches of all
nations. We are not univerfally agreed in npinimi, as to ALL
the caufes of this diminution of the number of inhabitants, but
every perfon, of the leaft difcernment, thinks it a matter of
great moment ; and I fear indeed there is great reafon to be
alarmed, and to examine the fubje@ with attention.

In this reign in which we have enjoyed fo much happinefs ;
in which there have been no bloody wars, tho’ fome blood has
been {pilt ; no plagues, no famines, no violence on LIBERTY,
no invalion of rrErRocaTiVE : in this happy reign, of a fove-
reign who really loves his people, and is beloved by them ;
whole continuance in life, is L1FE to them : even in this happy
reign, the number of his MajesTy's fubjeds, it is confidently
faid, is diminifhed confiderably. The augmentation of the
poors-rate, at the very time that trade and agriculture are im-
proving, might lead one to think that our NumBERS wWere IN-
crREASING ; but I apprehend juft the reverfe ; infomuch, that
tho’ I am not yet brought over to their opinion, who think a
GENERAL NATURALIZATION of foreign proteftants will be good
for us; yet there are many fuch proteftants who ought to be
kindly received, and muft be inviTED by fome peculiar mo-
tives, if we do not take more care of our own lives.

4 Vice
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Vice is the cause of this evil, and ignorance and indolence
are the errEcTs, and the confequence of both muft be highly
injurious to the ftate.

No body can doubt that within thefe thirty years paft our
MANUFACTURES have been increafed ; wafte lands have been
cultivated ; a number of good houfes have been built ; and in
general, commerce has been improved. Thefe are undeniable
indications that we are improved in sxiLL and iNpUsTRY : but
at the fame time it is obvious to thofe who have an opportunity
of feeing into things, that the number of inhabitants is pEe-
creasep. Are we alfo fkilful and induftrious, to fhorten our
lives ? The queen’s war coft this nation at leaft 80 or 100,000
men ; the laft war 50 or 60,000 men, in the prime of life :
but the iNTEMPERANCE and peEsaucHery which have attended
the improvements juft mentioned, have made much greater
Havock than war. Some fanguine calculators reckon that
within thirty years paft our numbers have decreafed near a mrL-
vion | If they mean that the king might have had a million of
fubje@s more than he has, had we all married and lived, ex-
cept PENANCEs, the lives of faints, it may be true as far as I
know ; but this is but a vague kind of calculation. With re-
gard to excefs, in fenfual gratifications, there are many of the
polite parts of Eurore, where the higher ranks of the people
are yet worfe than amongft us: but, I believe, the common
people of no country are fo intemperate and debauched as
ours, efpecially in Lonpon. If the diminution of our numbers

by extraordinary caufes reaches to a hundred, oreven to eighty
H h thoufand,
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thoufand, if thofe caufes exift in their full force, what are we
to expect for the time to come? We muft call for recrurrs
from the continent. I fear that one part of the nation will not
keep time and LenGTHEN their lives by their virrue, as others
suorTEN them by their vice. But whilft we wifh for more
inhabitants, it is a clear point that our people, in fome parts of
thefe kingdoms, can with difficulty Live. Indeed there is an-
other caufe for this, befides the lazinefs or vicioufnefs of the
roor, which few of the ricu ever thinmk of. It is this; that
the ricu themfelves are ExTravacanT ; they confume more
than their suare confidered as ricr ; and it is by this means the
poor are many times left in want. To illuftrate this opinion,
if not to prove it, look into the ftate of the roor in arbitrary
countries, where in proportion as reaT lords figure as petty
fovereigns, their vaflals appear as sLaves.

But not to launch into too wide a field, I will only re-
mark, that if there are feven and a half millions of people in
ENGLAND, one and a half in scorLanDp, and two in IRELAND ;
we may then calculate near fix millions of males. The call for
war will take near one bundred and ten thoufand of them,
which is the fifty-fourth man ; agriculture and manufa&ory
will confequently be obftructed, unlefs we employ foreigners to
fight our battles. But when battles musT be fought, or liberty
or property guarded, if agriculture and manufa&ories fuffer, it
1s an evil we cannot well complain of.  On the other hand, tho’
the exigency of affairs, at a particular time, may render it proper
or NECESSARY to engage foreigners to a& defenfively, it needs no

learning
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learning to prove, that the greater our numbers are, the lefs
fuch nece(lity, and the more fecure will our liberty be. What
an army has c1v and TEa deftroyed | Figure to yourfelf the pro-
grefs of this deftru&ion from the father, or mother’s drinking li-
quid fire, to the birth and death of the child ; and how often
the fpirits of both parents and children, have been forced to quit
their bodies, when “thefe are fet in a blaze with cin ; or the
{prings of life lofe their powers by the enervating qualities of
TEA. But it is not only of war, we complain alfo in time of
peace, that labor is very dear, and confequently the increafe
of commerce is checked. In every light we confider this fub-
je@, we are deeply interefted to preferve the rives of our fel-
low-{ubjeéts, and confequently to remove from them fuch things
as are hurtful. To do this, we muft ufe the gentle arts of per-
suasioN, the power of Law ; and, above all, the rrEVALENCY
OF EXAMPLE,

And now, mapam, I beg that you, and every woman, who
does not wear in her breaft a rLinT inftead of a mearT, will
make enquiry into the ftate of Nurses and cuiLDREN in thefe
great cities. I could tell you a tale which would draw tears
from your eyes, tho’ they were not ufed to weeping. There
are fome parifthes in thefe cities, in which air the children die,
in the hands of parifh nurfes. Out of one hundred and feventy-
four brought into one parifh work-houfe in Two years, how
many do you think furvived ? ELEVEN only : and thefe, to ap-
pearance, were configned over to the inevitable mortality which
attends the exceflive ufe of Tea and in.  Among fome whole

claffes of low people in LonpoN and wesTMINTER, the cafe is
Hh2 not
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not much better. There is a great fault fomewhere, or we
fhould not fee infants expofed in the sTrEETS to the compli-
cated miferies of HUNGER, coLD, and 1ncLEMENcY of weather.
Under thefe circumftances, it is not ftrange that a recruit of
many thoufands fhould become neceffary in thefe cities ; and
how long the country will be able to afford recruits, is a point
not very caly to determine.

I remember to have heard a patriot citizen peEcLaim on the
preat quantity of tea which was run in upon us, notwithftand-
ing the duties were then lowered, and the EasT-1ND1IA company
had augmented their importation of this commodity to the quan-
tity of THreE miLLloNs of pounds. The late Mr. PELHAM, that
worthy gentleman, whofe memory muft be ever grateful to this
nation, anfwered in thefe words: ° T=za then is become ano-
¢ ther cin !” meaning, as I underftood, that the vaft confump-
tion, and injurious effe@s of tea, feemed to threaten this nation
equally with cin. And, indeed, his opinion and predicion
feem to be verified in their full extent.

No man was better inclined than myfelf to believe that com-
PLAINING of vicious pratices is one of the foibles of the Time,
or the effe® of more than common PpiETY, in thofe who com-
plained, but not that this aceis more wickep than the for-
mer : indeed I had marked it out, in the hiftory of my time,
as the AGe oF IDLENEss and puEriLITY. But with regard to the
point in queftion, I can withhold my affent no longer ; I feel the
force of convition ; the rREreaTED and inpuBITABLE teftimonies
of the havock amongft the poor, in their inFanT flate, are ex-

tremely fhocking to humanity ; the evil calls aloud for REDRESS.
From
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From what caufes can fuch an effe@ arife, in a country where
the climate is temperate, the air pure, the earth plentiful, the
people surposep to be civilized, and reruTED humane ? The
air of LonpoN not being in every ftreet {fo pure, nor the manner
of life fo fimple as in fome parts of the country, we may con-
clude, that we ought to fend children where the air is good,
and free from confinement ; and confequently moft proper for
their health. But we mulft not ftop here; the evil is moft obvious
in Town, but it reaches to the counTry alfo. One of the caufes
of this calamity arifes from the nurfe, who throws away, upon
Tea and GiN, her {lender allowance, which fhould purchafe the
beft meat, milk, and bread. And what kind of tea do you
imagine they drink ? I have told you, that {fome tea which is
RUN in upon us, cofts only fifteen pence a pound. Befides
AMSTERDAM and EMBDEN, in GOT TENBURGH, COPENHAGEN, DUN~-
KIRK, BOLOGNE, and other ports, they feldom fell their ordinary
tea for above twenty-pence a pound. Tea, which thould not be
expofed to the air, being fold out of wheelbarrows, or brought
over in the packing of porcelain, as faw-duft is ufed, you
may imagine muft make a moft pericious liquor! This run
tea is fold amongft us from between two and three fhillings a
pound ; but the {mugglers bring over no fmall quantities of a
higher quality. Coarfe tea will certainly tinge the water deep,
and give a bitter tafte ; and the tea-drinkers, of whom I am
fpeaking, defire but little more. You have alfo heard that
your maids dry your tea-leaves, and fell them : the induftrious
nymph, who is bent on gain, may get a fhilling a pound for
{fuch tea, Thefe leaves being dyed in a folution of jaran

EARTH,
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EARTH, converts green tea into buhf:a; it gives an aﬁringency
in the mouth, with a {weetifh tafte, and a brown color, to
that which had neither color nor tafte before: it alfo adds
twenty-five per cent. to the weight. This mock tea thus be-
comes an aftringent, and often occafions a dry cholic: and
what remedy for the cholic fo good as cin ? or what remedy fo
cuaeaP, or fo easiLy procured ? But whether the diforder arife
from this, or any other kind of tea, we have too much reafon
to think that common nurfes often drink prams 3 and were it
only a dram occafionally, the poor infant, if it is not ftarved
for want of wholfome food, is poifoned with the noxious effeéts
of fuch aliment. Was this the pracice in the days of our
grandmothers ? Did women, with children at their breafls,
venture to {wallow a fingle drop of wriquip FIRE, except as a
medicine in urgent cafes ? A temperate pravcurT of coLp fmall-
beer, or a mEss of warm milk-porridge, created no neceflity or
defire of Gin. But this is not the cafe of tea ; there are numbers
of tea-drinkers who find cin more neceflary to {upport their
seiriTs than Breap. The fipping of any liquid is apt to cre-
ate a flatulency ; but the fipping of the infufion of BaD tea, al-
ways made ftrong, and generally - loaded with {ugar, not enly
creates a scorBuTic habit, but generally gives them the {pleen,
or hypocondria. Thefe diftempers were not familiar before tea
came in fafhion, even amongft fine ladies, but hardly ever
known an‘mngﬂ: the roor. Thus whilft thefe nurfes ignorantly
or vicioufly injure their own conﬁ:tutmns, what can we: expeé’c
will be the FaTE of the poor iNFANT ?
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I have heard it faid, that thofe who drink tea moft, are leaft
addiéted to {pirituous liquors; but this I do not believe; and
if it were true, it is faying very little in behalf of Tea. We
are not doomed to deftroy ourfelves, neither one way nor the
other. Nurfes who drink tea and fugar, unavoidably confume
a great part of their weekly allowance ; and if they can by any
means receive it, after the child is peap, it becomes their gain
and profit. Heaven knows how many poor infants are pis-
pATCHED into the other world | I hope they meet a kinder re-
ception there, Whether it arifes moft from vicious indulgences,
or ignorance and ftupidity, that fo great a mortality reigns
amongft the poor, I will not undertake to pETERMINE ; but I
firmly believe that a pEap child is a more pleafing, and a more
familiar obje&, to the generality of common NuUrsEs, than a
LIvING one ; and that by habit they contra& as little fenfibility
of the death of others, as a common foldier after a dozen bloody
campaigns. Apiev. I am yours, &.

e T LeE Rt VI
To the fame.

Mapawm,

OTWITHSTANDING the prevalency of tea and gin,

I believe the truftees of the caariTY-scHooLs, as well as

the governors of the FoUNDLING HosPITAL, have hitherto been
fo wife and humane, as to keep both from the children under
their care. 'This however is not the cafe of workHOUSES @ it is
well known that gin is permitted there. It feems as if the regu-
lation of charity-fchools and work-houfes, more than the aug-

mentation
E Y
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mentation of their number, would render them of ufe to the
public. What occurs to me at prefent, regards only the boys
who may be bred in the rounpLiNG HospiTAL. - In this Ho-
seitaL there is but a fmall number at prefent; but for the fu-
ture one would imagine a quarter part of them might be an-
nually fent to fea, equally to the advantage of the boys and
the public : they would foon become capable of fighting our
battles beyond the ftouteft land-man who is fea-fick, or who,
falling ill of a fever, infe&s a whole fhip’s company. If {fome
f{cheme of this fort were properly conduéted, we fhould foon
{ee the happy effe@s of it.

But the remedy will not depend on the encouragement of
this or any other fchool or hofpital alone : the rich, in private
life, muft be more watchful of the poor ; the fortunate of the
unfortunate ; and the virtuous of the vicious, who are not yet
thrown on the public. 1f the wicked father, or abandoned
~mother, know that the public has provided for arv their chil-
dren, the difhiculty of bringing them to a fenfe of humanity
and parental affection, may increafe. But let them be affifted
with good advice, occafional charities, and, above all, with the
means of getting their bread by their labor, the tafk, tho’ ar-
duous, will be found pra&icable. Endevor to find them con-
ftant employment, and they will have the lefs time to drink

tea or gin: keep them out of idlenefs, and half the bufinefs is
done,

But forafmuch as the evil is-grown to an enormous height,
and in either cafe we muft fuffer, it may be the leaft dange-

rous
4
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rous experiment to enable the FOUNDLING HOSPITAL to fupport
aLL the children under a certain age, of parents who canvor, or,
being wicked, witL Nor fupport their own offspring. If by the
good condué of that hofpital,- we can introduce a LEss vicious
race of working poor, the next generation will leflfen the numbers
in that hofpital, and in time the difeafe will cure itfelf. I can by
no means think it advifeable to eftablifh foundling hofpitals in
the counties throughout the kingdom, tho’ it may be prudent to
eftablifh colonies of the LonpoN HOsTITAL in cheap counties,
and by this means fupply the country with children in place of
the men and women we draw annually from them. It is in
LonpoN only we hear of infants being MURDERED, or expofed to
want and mifery. An illegal amour in a town or village, is ge-
nerally attended with a voLunTaRY or compuLsIVE marriage,
and the parties are induced to take care of their offspring, at
leaft in the inranT ftate, whatever accidents happen afterwards,
which may reduce them to the choice or neceflity of throwing
them on the parith. The circumf{tances of Lonpon being fo very
different, there fcems to be the ftrongeft reafon derived from
what we seg and uear every day, for rendering our foundiing
hofpital capable of receiving aLL the children which are offered
under a certain age. The foundling hofpital at rarrs recciygs
near four thoufand infants annually : if LoNDON contains fﬁf
eights as many more people as paris ; and if among the lower
claffes we are more abandoned than the rrencH; it follows, that
tho’ in general we are not {o poor, our neceflity of an extenfive
foundling hofpital is greater than theirs. Our LivrTeD and PAR-
T1aL reception of infants, anfwers no good purpofe. + I have told
you that by our prefent method of putting children out to pa-

_rifh-nurfes, we aé over the tragic {cene of nerop’s cruelty: it
would be a harth word to call it MurDpER, and yet experience

Ii teaches,
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teaches, that it is inevitable mortality to put children under the
care of fuch perfons. The cafe may not be equally deplorable
in all parifhes ; but if a true and impartial account was laid be-
fore the public, it is hard to fay, whether it would create greater
INDIGNATION, SORROW, OF WONDER, at the vaft crouds which
are hurried to an early grave.

1 have already had occafion to obferve to you, that the life of
man is eftimated at 17 years ; tho’ in LoNDON, in general, 7 at
leaft are computed to die out of 10, under 2 years of age. But
in the country not 3 in 10 die ; and if proper care was taken to
fend the children of the poor into the country, we may reckon
out of 4000 born, one with another, near 2000 might reach to
the age of ruirry-rour, What a vaft acquifition of ftrength
would this be to the ftate, compared with the mortality of 163
out of 174 within the age of Two vears! The charity of pri-
vate perfons, however extenfive, will never enable the Founp-
LING HOSTITAL to receive aLL the infants, of a certain age, which
are offered ; therefore I hope it will be agreeable to the wifdom
and benevolence of the legiflature to {fupport it. I hope alfo a
law will be made to fubject every man, or woman, to be whip-
ped at the cart’s-tail, who appears as a beggar, with children 3
and that fuch children fhall, under proper dire&ions, be deli-
vered, as FOUNDLINGS, by the churchwarden of the parifh, to the
care of an HosrrTaL to be provided for that purpofe. Alfo to
prevent the evil confequences to fociety of breeding up a race of
BEGGARS, it might be withed that all perfons under the age of
ten, who are found begging in the ftreets, fhould be confidered
as FOUNDLINGS, and conveyed to fuch hofpital, where employ-
ment might be provided for them, till they are fent into the world
properly reccommended. Apieu. Iam yours, &%. LET-
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L-E"T"TE R+« VIIE
To the fame,

Mabpaw,

INCE we are now pleading the caufe of thofe who are

fo peculiarly acceptable in the fight of cop, let us freely
enquire if fome morners, as well as nurfes, are not deficient
in their duty. Does not the paffion for amufement among the
siGHERr orders of the people, produce bad effecs, tho’ not fo
pernicious as the ufe of gin and tea in row life? For whether
the fine lady deftroys herfelf by drinking tea, flying abroad,
or fitting up late ; or the nurfe with gin, and the immoderate
ufe of tea, the king lofes a fubje&, and the ftate is injured.

How often does it happen that the nurfe, by carelelsly
sPENDING her time, pesTrovs the child! The poor infant ex-
pires whilft fhe is fipping her tea! From the pride of imitating
her betters, and the habit of drinking this pELupING infufion,
fhe contra@s a passion and apeeriTE for this srrrer draught,
which bears down all the duties of humanity before it! Yoy
know this to be almoft riTeraLry true, in many inftances :
every miftrefs of a family knows it to be true, not of nurfes
only, but of your fervants in general, efpecially of the females,
who DEMAND your susmission to this execrable cuftom, and
you susMIT, as if the evil was 1rRREMEDIABLE. Nay, your fer-
vants {ervants, down to the very beggars, will not be fatisfied
unlefs they confume the produce of fo remote a country as

ciiNa. They confider it as their MagNa cHARTA, and will die
Pia - by



244 The Prevalency of Example in Tea-drinking.
by the fword or famine, rather than not follow the example of
their miftrefles.

Nature has not rendered the enjoyment of focial pleafures
impoflible without a cup of warm liquid to fumigate the brain,
and moiften the glands of the throat. If there are any rare
properties in tea to brighten the intelleéts, and enliven conver-
fation, it ought to be confined to thofe choice seiriTs who foar
above common jmortals. A cup or two 4s a BITTER, could do
no great injury to the body natural or political : if the choice
tea of cHiNa was drank only in {mall quantities, not hot, nor
flrong, and confined to the higher orders of the people, it could
do no GrEAT MiscHIEF. But it is the cursk of thisnation, that
the laborer and mechanic will are the Lorp ; and therefore I
can difcover no way of abolithing the ufe of tea, unlefs it be
done by the irrefiftible force of ExampLE, It isan EPIDEMICAL
difeafe ; if any feeds of it remain, it will again engender an uni-
verfal infe&ion.

There is a certain lane near ricHMoND, where BEGGARS are
often feen in the fummer drinking their tea. You may fee it
drank in cinder carts ; and what is not lefs abfurd, fold out in
cups to hay-makers. He who fhould be able to drive THREE
rRENCHMEN before him, or fhe who might be a breeder of fuch
a race of men, are to be feen sirriNG their tea!

““ Was it the BREED of [uch as thefe,
 That quell d the proud nysPERIDES P”
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Were they the fons of Tea-sierers, who won the ficlds of
cressy and aciNcourT, or dyed the panuse’s ftreams with
carLic sLoop? What will be the end of fuch ErFEMINATE cu-

ftoms extended to thofe perfons, who muft get their bread by
the labors of the field !

Look into all the cellars in Loxpon, you will ind men or
women {ipping their tea, in the morning or afternoon, and very
often both morning anp afternoon : thofe will have Tea who
have not sreap. I once took a ramble in excLanD for fome
months, far into the country, attended only by a fervant : when
I was tired of riding, I walk'd, and often ftroll'd, with as much
decency as I could, into little huts, to fee how the people lived.
I ftill found the fame came was playing ; and misery itfelf had
no power to banith Tea, which had frequently introduced that
mifery. What a wild infatuation! it took its rife from Exam-
PLE ; by exampre it is fupported 3 and examrre only can abo-
lith the ufe of it. The bufinefs depends entirely on the exam-
ple of ladies of rank in this country. With what countenance
can my LADY’s woman, or gentlewoman’s chamber-maid, pre-
tend to drink a liquor which her miftrefs no longer ufes? Some
indeed have refolution enough to confine the ufe of tea in their
houfes, to their own table ; but their number is {fo extremely
{mall, that amidft a numerous acquaintance, I know only of
MRS. T x% % x# %, Whofe name ought to be written out in letters
of gold. Be aflured, it is in your power to deftroy this fe-
ven-headed monfter, which devours fo great a part of the beft
fruits of .this land; and that the welfare of your country
depends greatly on your virtue, If you do not improve thefe

4 hints,
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hints, itis not my fault: but if you treat them with the refpe&
they deferve, I will employ all my intereft to have a ftatue
erected to your memory, not of GoLp or siLvEr, for I fancy

we fhall want thefe metals for other purpofes, but of Brass or
marsLE, which will laft as long. It fhall be inferibed :

M.DCC.LV.
To
" the remembrance”
of the fair guardian {fpirits of
BRITAIN,
Whofe influence and example
abolithed the ufe of
a cHiNesE drug called
TEA;
the infufion of which had been for many years drank
in thefe realms and dominions,
injuring the health,
obftru@ing the induftry,
wafting the fortunes,
and exporting the riches,
of his majesTY’s liege fubjeds:
&e. &ec.

~ You may now rauvcH if you pleafe ; I will Iaugﬁ WITH you,
provided you will alfo think ferioufly upon the fubje&@. If you
PRETEND to any Love for your country, you must think feri-

oufly,
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oufly. Wifdom and virtue have, in all ages of the world, been
the props of empires, and folly and vice the caufe of their fall.
As the caufes which produce the moft interefting events, are
oftentimes lefs difcernible by us, and lefs important, than the
cafe in queftion, you muft not be furprized if great mifchiefs
fhould attend fuch an wundiftinguifhing univerfal ufe of tea.
We may LamenT the evils we cannot cure ; it is vaiN to quar-
rel with mankind for their sins, much more for their roLLiEs.
What can we do better than pracTice what we preAcH ? Mode-
ration in moft cafes is beft ; it bids faireft to conciliate the dif-
ferent tempers and opinions of mankind. If your paTrioTISM
mounts into a blaze ; if you forfake the gentlenefs of the pove,
and mount on the wings of the EAGLE, you may foar above your
own height, and rosE yourfelf, without fhowing others the TruE
way. We ought however to HoarD up INsTRUCTION; and
whilft we attempt to teach others, we may happily difcover our
own faults. But if you are ancry with thofe who differ with
you in fentiment, they will be angry with you with the fame
seafon : and from the moment prejudice takes pofleflion of your
mind, you will injure the caufe of TruTH, if you do not to-
tally defert it. Remember this. Farewerr. 1am yours, &e.

LETTER IX
To the fame.

Mapawm,
T would be fevere to charge the account of tea with all the
mifchiefs which a raging paffion for amufements and vifits,

have introduced into this srit1sg world ¢ the truth is, you are
fre-
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frequently hurried from it in purfuit of other amufements.
You have abufed the ufe of this drug in a double capacity ;
firlt, by fuffering it to become fo vuLcar an entertainment ;
and next, by playing at cards, inftead of prscoursiNG over
your cups, abolifhing the privrTive eftablithment, and the
only coop of rea-prinkinc. I wifh the old cuftom was re-
ftored, provided fome other liquor were introduced in its place,
of which I fhall fay more hereafter. In the mean while give
me leave to obferve, that whilft {o great a portion of time is

appropriated to reft, cards, the diverfions of the theatre, the
table, and someTiMEs to the care of domeftic affairs, none of

my acquaintance, that I know of, except two or three old
gentlewomen, ever retire to their clofets, as our grandmothers

often did.

Tho’ you fair patriots fhould not form a poby, I hate the
word rarty, ftrong enough to fupprefs the ufe of tea, I wifh
fome part of the afternoon, fuppofe only half an hour, were
devoted to reading the scrierures: this was once thought a
matter of some confequence. It might be wifhed indeed that
thofe ladies who nave, and thofe who nave noT read the bible
fince they were children, or thofe who never read it at all,
would Tax their time, and READ one chapter BEFORE TEA, in the
AFTERNOON, with the fame attention as they PrRAY BEFORE TEA
in the morninGg. Upon my word I am ferious; I mean exadtly
what I fay : ’tis a miferable thing not to be mETHODISTS in any
{enle, but that of REGuULaRLY livingin a PERPETUAL DISSIPATION;
for this feems to be a wilder enthufiafm, with regard to prE-
sENT plealures, than theirs with refpect to ruTure joys; and of

the
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the two, one would chufe to be map, in thinking we felt the
{fenfible operations of the {pirit of Gop, than in being fure that
we feel a fpirit—by no means confiftent with a rericrous life,
was it only for the nHurry and ~oist attending it. If we ob-
ferve no method with regard to time, I am afraid we fhall give
a very fad account of it. If after breathing out my zeaL againft
the ufe of Tea, you flill perfift in this abfurd and dangerous
cuftom, methinks I fhould be glad, like an able roLiTiCIAN, tO
try what apvanrtace I can turn it to, that thofe whofe pafiion
for it is INVINCIBLE, may become the more devout.

If fame is not a liar, the moft fenfible part of your fex are
fick of following the Lasorious pLENESs of vifiting, tho’ few
have virtue enough to corre& themfelves. What is more abfurd,
or a greater impertinence, than for a woman of fenfe and
breeding, to fpend whole evenings in rumbling over a viLe
pavement, to knock at doors where fhe does not defire to be
admitted, nor cares if fhe never sges the inhabitant! Pride is
faid to be the guardian of your fex; I wonder you are not
more influenced by it. What a mMEanNEss is it to attempt
making a vifit, which you are fenfible will not be welcome !
Indeed the assurpiTy is fo ftriking, that you agree to fup-
port the rarce of vifiting without MEETING ; and one lady
{hall be another’s vifitor, who hardly knows her face; juft as
if you could not fupport a decent regard to acquaintance, with-
out enlarging the fcene of your vifits beyond the compafs of
any human induftry, was it the fole employment of your lives,
Is this painting too ftrong ? I have no pen to defcribe half the
abfurdities of MopERN vifiting,

K k We
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We all know that there are certain appointed times, when
you are {ure of finding your FrIENDs at home : then it is that
doors are thrown open to fuch a crowd, we may well call
them an unDIsTINGUIsHED, and fometimes an UNDISTINGUISH-
ine multitude.  'What is this but a well-cloathed mob, where
cach is entitled to a place at a carp-TasLe? What a profti-
tution is this of the dignity of a rational being! To preferve
our honor and to fquander our time, if it is not an abfolute
CONTRADICTION, Is being but HALF virtuous.

I am not an enemy to socraL pleafures : what grieves me, is
to fee the rEaLITY Of the thing give place to the namEe of it.
Social pleafures are deftroyed, unlefs you call thofe meetings
by that name, where there is much susTiLE, and exchange of
crowns or guineas, like a banker’s thop, with hardly a poffibi-
lity of difcourfing. Nay, you corrupt the common air; by
confining a great number of people in a {mall compafs, you
make war with nature, as if you meant not only to give a
MORTAL wound to your PLEASURES, but even to your L1VEs.

Thus the fpirits of moft GEnTEEL females, and I muft con-
fefs, of many rine gentlemen alfo, are in one continued ftate
of diffipation. Like a foldier, whofe thoughts of pEaTH are
banithed, by his a&ing in a crowp, yours are put in a ftate
unfit for the difcharge of the duties of life by the fame means.
If this is not the cafe with aLL, fo many enter the LisT, as may
well draw tears from the eyes of the THoucHTrUL few. Hence
it arifes, that your very exiftence is rendered 1rxsoME : you are

: but
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but naLr alive in the abfence of a GreaT compaNy : you look
forward, and meafure how long you are morally fure of Living,
by the days you are engaged to meet parTies. Indeed you are
{o far happy, that you arc fure of attending a rouT, or other
entertainment, under {fuch a preTTY denomination, from the
day you leave off LEaDING-sTRINGS, till the BELL gives notice
that your souL is DEPARTED.

Pardon me, mapam, I do not mean that vou are worfe than
your neighbors : you are more {fenfible of the evil than many
ladies of my acquaintance ; but I am fure there is no woman
of virtue and common fenfe, who brings this bufinefs Home, but
muft fee that I have not greatly miftaken the cafe ; and indeed,
how can fhe get wispom who asmorreTH books; who cLo-
rieTH in diflipation ; who priveTs about to filk and china
thops ; who is occupiep in rouTs, and whofe TALk is of drefs
and mafquerades ?— Do I write as if I had nothing to norE or
rEAR from any of you? It would be an arrogant contempt of
your PREROGATIVE ; an abfolute rebellion againft your Empire
in the worLD. But if I fet up a mirror to fhew you your fol-
lies, it is in hopes you will difcover and cherifh your virtues.
If you were fenfible of the AbvanTaGEs you enjoy from nature,
from the laws of your country, and the happinefs of this govern-
ment, you would fce that a judicious education might enable you
to ENLARGE the scENE of your pLEASURES, and, by adding many
which are raTIONAL, carry them to the height of all earthly fe-
licity. Nor is it to Tnis worLp [ would CONFINE your expecia.-
tions : I wilh to fee you rirep with the crorious ambition of

obtaining the feats of sainTs and anceLs ! But, uron MY WoRrD,
e Kk 2 it
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it does not appear to me, that the Lapies of this country, are,
at prefent, taking the rrieur method to arrive at either. I need
not fay more; your own ugarTs will tell you the rest. Fare-
weLL. I am yours, &%.

| ER R R L o | G &
To the [fawe.

Mapaw,

I A M very far from difpairing, that m'any who are now alive,

will fee the ufe of tea abolifhed, and the pominion of
rouTs circumfcribed. My hopes are founded not more in the
changeable temper of my country-women, than in my opinion
of their coop sEnse, of which the women of no nation have a
oreater fhare : the firft often leads you to take up zaD cu-
ftoms, and the laft fets you right again. We are, in general, a
wayward people, impatient of having our humor checked, and
too felf-indulgent to abftain from pleafing gratifications, be they
ever fo hurtful]l but in fuch cafes as this, a few good female

politicians, whether they a& from waim or prINcCIPLE, can per-
form wonders !

In the mean while I am told, that a certain part of drefs,
which had very long prevailed in fpite of the plaineft di¢tates of
common fenfe, is LOSING GrROUND, if not going out of fathion :
but whilft you do yourfelves honor in bidding fair to abandon
one RANK ABSURDITY, you ‘adopt ANOTHER, not fo inconve-
nient and dangerous to health, but extremely expenfive and ri-
diculous ; and it is fo much the worfe, as it is copied from:
FRANCE. ““ Out of the fulnefs of the heart the mouth {peaketh!™

The
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The greater the neceflities of the pusLic, the more prodigality
in privaTe life! Is it not TRUE, mMapaMm, that hardly a cham-
bermaid now thinks her condition surrorTasLE, unlefs fhe cuts
more filk to pieces to aporn her gown, than would be fufhi-
cient to MakE one? And for what is all this? methinks you
all appear like women of sureDs ; #inftead of ornaments, your
garments Jook as if they were in rags. Is this EXTRAVAGANCE
moft MeLancuory to think of, or moft rRipicuLoUs to behold ?
It is a fample of the TivEs : however, begin with dilcourage-
ing the ufe of Tea, and I fhall live in hopes you will foon cor-
re& yourfelves, and a& in all refpeés like rational creatures. I
verily believe you muft doit ’ere long from ~NEcessity ; but it
will be more for your honor if it is done from croick, and with
a view to savE your couNTRY from RumN, Apiev. I am

yours, &,

P RT
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P A R UL

Herbs of our own growth in lieu of TEA. Advan-
tages arifing from TEA. Taxes propofed in lieu
of TEA. (Z:alcw!’%rsam of the expence of TEA.
Moderation in expence neceffary.

LE Tl BRI XE

To Mrs. O susse.
MADA M,
F you made it the condition of your leaving off the ufe of
tea, I would turn BoTANIST Or GARDENER, to difcover herbs
more healthy in quality, and more delicious in tafte, than the
choiceft produce of cuina,  Let me recommend to you to exert
yourfelf, and make experiments of this kind : for this purpofe
you muft gather the herbs in their moft perfe& ftate 3 and
obferve the fame rules as the cuinese praife with their tea :
they fhould be cut when the flowers are budding, and imme-
diately after the morning dew is dried away : if herbs have any
moifture on them, they will not dry kindly ; and if the fun a&s
upon them intenfely, their fubtler virtues will be loft.

Some of the learned pretend, that if BETONY is gathered
when juft going to flower, the ufe of it will cure inveterate
head-achs ; and that it has all the coop qualities of tea, with-~

out the BAD ones.
2 You
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You muft have heard of the virtues of crounp-1vy : the infu-
fion of it is agreeable, efpecially if you add to it a drop or two
of lemon juice. They fay that the habitual ufe of this herb will
cure the moft obftinate confumption : it certainly is a good
PECTORAL, and when Grsen is fragrant : if mixed with a few
flowers of lavender, it makes a moft agreeable liquor for fum-
mer’s ufc.
Barm, and LEmoN BALM, alone, or with sace, is much recom-
mended ; with a few flowers of lavender it has a delicious flavor
and tafte : it is moft agreeable whilft it is GrEEN.
The infufion of the freth tops of tryme, particularly the wild
thyme, is reputed good in afthmas, diforders of the lungs, and
nervous complaints : I apprehend it might, with fome advan-
tageous mixture, be rendered agreeable to the palate, which
depends very much on habit.
Mint, of which there are feveral kinds, and of which ftoma-
chic diftillations are made, one would imagine might be alfo
improved into an agreeable infufion, tho’ not without the
afliftance of fome mixture.
The flowery tops of rosemary are very choice: a VEry SMALL
quantity gives a flavor, but it is as dear as fine tea: the infu-
fion of it is far from difagreeable, and it is faid to cure head-
achs and nervous diforders. From this nuncarv-water is diftil-
led.
The infufion of comMon rosEmary warms and cheers the {pirits;
it is reckoned the principal aromaTic of this climate.
If sorreL can be dried, and communicate its acid by infufion,
I imagine it might be ufed very advantageouily for health,
and with no lefs delight to the palate.

The
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The fragrant ancerica is as delicious in tafte, as ionorous in
name : it is efteemed a counTER-POISON : one would imagine a
mixture of it, properly prepared, was it only in the ordinary
'manner of being candied, might adminifter to the compofition
of a moft agreeable infufion, as incomparably beyond the odors
of tea, as a peach is preferable to a mellow apple.

As to sack there are feveral {orts, viz. the rep fage, the woop
fage, and fage of virTur; you know it has been, if it is not
ftill, in high reputation even in cHiNa. Sace was held in fuch
cfteem among the antients, that they have left us a latin verfe,
which fignifies, “ Why fhould a man die, whilft he has fage
¢ in his garden?” Tt is reckoned admirable as a cordial, and
to fweeten and cleanfe the blood : it is good in nervous cafes,
and is given in fevers with a view to promote perfpiration.
With the addition of a little lemon juice, it is alfo very grateful
and cooling. Some chufe to take it dry, as the furface of the
leaves of GrEEN fage abound with animalculz, which are very
vifible through a microfcope.

Varrous are the herbs, of which the fkilful soTaN1sT can beft
inform you. Taken as pectorals, or to warm, or cooL the body,
fimple or compounded, we have many which make very plea-~
fing and wholfome liquors, fuch as the phyfician will not be
able to difpute their good qualities ; and amidft fuch variety of
infufions, we might drink fome for rLEASURE, as well as HEALTH,
without the leaft temptation to adhere to Tea with fuch an
aBsURD and vicious consTaNncy, as will ruin us in the iffue.

I think it neceflary to obferve to you, that the infufion of
creEN herbs is moft flatulent, as the fame herbs, when dry,

3 have
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have moft saLts, and confequently require the lefs fugar. The
fkilful grocer mixes various kinds of tea, and makes his fortune
by pleafing your palates ; why fhould not you make Exprri-
MENTS upon our own HERBS, for the good of your country, un-

patented and without reward ? I dare fay, if you Try, you will
make fome very useruL difcoveries.

I was once let into a secreT, which I have now the liberty
of pvuLGiNg, that by the help of fome of the fineft cowflips,
fuch a flavor was given to tea, as enraptured the fenfes of all
the fineft ladies in town. We know that a liquor called cow-
{lip wine is made of this flower, which is agreeable in tafte, and a
ftrong foporific: a fmall quantity of cowflip flowers, with fome
well-chofen herbs of our own growth, might alfo make a de-
licious liquor. A certain fpecies of tea, which was brought
from pexiN, by the russrax carrivans, of which hardly any is
to be procured now, was in the higheft efteem ; but I never
could difcover any excellence it poffefled above other tea, ex-
cept that of the cowdlip flavor. For the reafons afligned in my
letter on the growth of tea, you may eafily conclude how very
much fome kinds of tea excell others.

Tho’ I am no friend toa Luxurious fuperfluity, yet in hopes
to abolith the ufe of tea, I would have it prefented on a
falver with glafles of cold water, milk and water, LEmoNADE,
and fuch like: for my own part, I like to sir thefe rather than
TeA: and I find my fpeech is as voluble, and my ideas flow as
brifk, by the force of a cotp liquor, as by a nor one.

Let me repeat my requeft very serrouscy, that you will ex-
ert your fkill and induftry, to make the difcovery of fome
L1 whole-
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wholefome and agreeable beverage, be it cold or hot, to fupply
the place of tea; and that you will reccommend it, in the
ftrongeft terms. You will {fee prefently what further weighty
reafons I have to be very ferious in this affair. How many are
INTERESTED to fupport tea, is not the queftion ; I hope not one
will attempt it at the hazard of ruining his country. Farz-
wELL, I am yours, &,

| gl g Gl il |y, B ¢ 1
To the ﬁ:me.

Mapawm,

ANY a private man who has acquired a good fortune
by one trade, has loft it again by anorser: thus
whilft we exTEND and INCREASE our commerce, we ought to
take fome pains to, diftinguifh what is ProrITABLE to us as a
NaTIoN, and what is HURTFUL, that we may not, by a multi-
plicity of affairs, seem to be increafing our riches by the very
means that really diminifh them : nor for fear of making an
INCISION, cover over our wouNnDs as if they were HEALED, tho’
in reality we are bringing on a morTIFICATION. As I take no
advantages but fuch as are founded in TrUTH, before I pro-
ceed any further, I will tell you, as far as my knﬂwledge goes,

what may betfaid in ravor of TEA.

In a national light, the tea trade employs fix hundred fea-
men, and confequently many other induftrious {ubjeéts to fup- -
port them, together with fix ﬂlips, which we annually fend to
canton, and I {uppofe are loaded entirely with tea : and what
is more, 1t brings in a REveNUE of about three hundred and

- fifty
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fifty thoufand pounds annually ; which, as a tax on luxury, may
be confidered of great utility to the ftate. Thefe are advan-
tages, it muft be confefs’d ; but I apprehend it can be eafily
proved, that if the cuftom of drinking tea was abolifhed, we
{hould be able to pay, for the fervice of the ftate, in a dire&
view, at leaft twice as much, and employ twice as many feamen.

In all {peculations of this kind, we ought to confider by what
means we can preferve the ufeful part of a branch of commerce,
and abolifh that which is apparently ruinous. One feventy or
eighty gun fhip of war, would breed as many feamen as the
whole cuina trade; and it would be a much lefs burden to the
NATION, to double-man our East-1nD1a fhips, efpecially in time
of war, than to bring home tea from cxina, merely with a view
to breed feamen. And in order to fupport the ftate in health
and vigor, we had better fubmit to be taxed for the liberty of
drinking cold water, than fend filver to cuina, to purchafe fuch
- adead article of confumption as tea, which is injurious in {fo many
lights. In our prefent circumftances we ought to confider, in
the firft place, how to promote parfimony, increafe our numbers,
and quicken userur induftry: and if we mean to be rich and
powerful, we muft abolifh the trade in queftion, or we fhall

find ’ere long it will abolith us.

It is the opinion of fome rorrTrcians, that if the duty_
on tea were taken off, it would prevent the fmuggling of this
commodity upon us. They alledge that the EasT-1NDIA com-
pany would be enabled to fell it fo much the cheaper: but it
admits of a difpute whether they would, or could, confiftently
do it ; for whilft this RaciNG appetite for tea continues, if there

| L1z was
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was no more imported than at prefent, the price would be run
up in favor of the company. The merchant, or retailer, would
alfo run it up, and this would again encourage fmuggling. And
if the company was to import double the prefent quantity,
without the ftate receiving any benefit from it, if it is a perni-
cious branch of commerce as it now ftands, it would then be
doubly fo : and moreover it feems to be a lefs dificult enter-
prize to difcontinue the ufe of tea, than to give up the revenue.
‘The governing part of this country, would rejoice to fee this
revenue abforbed, if the article from whence it arofe was no
longer in fafhion ; otherwife they may have a ftronger con-
vi&tion of the utility of the tax, than of the advantages of giv-
ing it up with a view to prevent smuccLiNg, which poflibly
might not anfwer the purpofe.

You fhall fee prefently what a vaft expence tea creates to in-
dividuals, from the number and wealth of whom TaxEs muft
be drawn. Were we to confume herbs of our own growth, we
could afford to pay at leaft TaricE the fum as the prefent tax
on tea; and you may be aflured that the {ame defire of find-
ing ways and means to fupport the government, which now
prevails fo apparently, will induce minifters to do THEIR part,
if you will do vours. But you fee, mapam, what a prrricULTY
you have brought us into : there is no remedy left, but to aban-
don tea: ’tisa hard leflon; but, as in the difcipline of the
paffions, if an EvE offends we are to rLuck it out; fo, in Po-
LiticaL concerns, which are oftentimes conneéted with moraLs,
there are fome darling inclinations which we muft renounce or
rErisH. And what an EvErLAsSTING reproach it will be to the

i common
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common fenfe and underftanding of this nation, that we fhould
{ufter fuch eviLs for fo filly and ridiculous a gratification as the
drinking tea.

But there is a pzLUsIoN in this affair ; many think, and many
talk abfurdly. I have even heard it faid, with an air of feri-
oufnefs, that our confumption of tea will enable us to cope with
FRANCE. Perhaps you will be at a lofs to know in what man-
NEr: I will tell you. Tea requires a great confumption of {u-
gar ; the more fugar is confumed, the more his MajesTY’s fugar
colonies are encouraged : the more {ugar is brought home, the
more feamen will be bred, and thefe are our proper bulwarks
againft FRANCE.

The fallacy of this reafoning is fo apparent, that you will
hardly think any reafonable man can maintain it. AvLL THINGS
HAVE THEIR BOUNDs ; heaven has ordained it {fo; and we fee,
by every day’s experience, that the conduét or event, which to
a certain degree is produdive of coop, every ftep we go beyond
it, leads to pEsFrucTION. There are many abfurdities, indeed,
which are fupported by arguments lefs plaufible than the chain
of reafoning I have juft mentioned. No body can doubt the
GrREATER number of manufacturers we employ, without injury
to agriculture, the BeTTER ; but it does not follow, that the
fafter we wear out our cloaths, the richer we fhall be. The
mercer will tell you, that the more filk you cut to pieces for
FLOUNCEs, the more he fhall fell ; and the more he fells, the
richer HE fhall be: but do you imagine the sTaTe will increafe
in power and {plendor, by the havock which female folly creates

in this inftance? No: many have reafon to complain of their
: INABILITY

LY
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INABILITY to pay taxcs, on account of the heavy expences they
are at to {upport the roLLIES of their wives and daughters: you
muft not imagine that I am writing a saTIrE againft woMEN
I will add the exTravacance of their sons alfo!

Refinements are dangerous : common fenfe, and every com~
mon rule and principle of trade, teach us, that fuch an article
as tea, the confumption of which is fo unneceflary, fo injurious
to health and induftry, fo expenfive to individuals, and pro-
ducing NoTHING, in any fhape whatfﬂcvcr, but the changﬂ of
property from the susjecr to the sTaTE, and back again, muft
upon the whole be 1Njurious to both susjecT and sTATE.
Apigv. I am yours, &%.

L.ET:T E B XIIL
To the fame.
Mabpawm,

HE rirst confideration ought to be the morariTy of
our lives, the nexT the weELFARE of our country: thefe
are connected with each other in the fame manner as virTUE
and marriNess. In the prefent circumftances of this nation,
taxes are eflential to our well-being : we ought to be watchful
that the produce of them is well employed, and fubmit to
them cracerurry. In our prefent fituation, if one tax is
abridged or annihilated, another muft be {ubftituted in its room.
Was the ufe of tea abolifhed, we fhould be enabled to pay a
mucH larger fum to the revenue, than the duty on tea amounts
to: but a political arithmetician will fay, ¢ this is calculating
at random, unlefs we rirst fuggeft the means of raifing a fum

cqual to the duty in queftion,”
The
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The want of fumptuary laws, renders it neceflary to eftablith
parfimonious fathions, otherwife we muft be undone. Under a
fond notion of there being No ExD to our ricues, we f(hall {fud-
denly become roor. Excess will as certainly bring on mif-
chievous effects to a community as it does to private men.
What then is to be done? Trade, in a dire& view, is already
taxed to the height : but, if we may judge from appearances,
ruxury will yet bear many burdens before it corre@s itfelf, or
finks under the weight. By luxury I mean a vicious excefs,
fuch as ever has, and ever will occafion the diflolution of
ftates; and therefore we ought to {upprefs it if we can.

My prefent fpeculation more immediately concerns the fub-
flituting a tax in lieu of that on tea.

1ft. If lefs fugar was confumed, might we not afford to pay
an additional duty on what is expended at home ? The planter
might diflike this, but we fhould certainly have a much greater
quantity to exeort, and bid much fairer to check the growing
power of FraNCE, by imitating her example in felling to fo-
reigners, than by swaLrLowing all down our own rapacious
throats. If 1 were inclined to prophefy, I fhould fay, if we do
not become more MODERATE in our consumepTioN of this, and
indeed of many other articles, we fhall find ourfelves grow
PooR, and the caufe of the decline of our wealth will be very dif-
ficult to account for any other way than that we have pEvourepit,

2d. But as one of the purpofes of this enquiry, is to keep:
more of our coLp and siLvEr at home, as well as to abolith a
perni-
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pernicious and expenfive article of confumption ; {uppofe we
were to ufe lefs 1ron, for which we pay fo much ready
money to swepEN. This might be done by encouraging the
plantations of proper kinds of wood, to ferve as gates, rails, or
grates round the parks, gardens, or fronts of great mens houfes ;
or of fuch other places where iron is ufed for ELEGANCE or or-
NAMENT, not being abfolutely neceffary. A proper kind of
wood, kept well painted, would look near as well, though it
might not laft {fo long. If, in the courfe of time, it fhould coft
more to the individual, yet as being of our own growth, in a
national light, it would be a great faving to us. Indeed the
planting of wood would enable us to work more iron-oar of our

own, and we fhould receive great advantages in this light
alfo. '

3d. Prate is confidered by fome as an article of luxury, tho’
it is juft-as useruL to the ftate, as the fending filver out to
purchafe tea is HurTrUL ; therefore I yonder that any duty on
the makinNG it, was ever confented to by the legiflature. But
if at any time it {hould be neceffary to know the riches of the
kingdom in plate, and to raife a tax upon it for that purpofe,
we may confider, that a half-penny per ounce on fixteen mil-
lions value, which I fuppofe to be near the real amount, at
five fhillings per ounce, would raife the fum of one hundred
and thirty-three thoufand pounds. Whether this article ought
to be entirely exempt from all kinds of taxes, with a view to
our accumulating of this fpecies of riches, I will not take hpﬂn
me to determine. If it is adopted as a maxim, that let what

{fupplies foever be neceffary, that the people feel the burthen
lefs
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the burthen lefs by taxing articles of consumrTION, that they
may pay-in fuch a manner as is imperceptible : then, I fay, this
article of plate had better be confidered as {pecie, not taxed, but
kept intirely as a body of referve for emercENciEs. But when
fuch emergencies happen, I {ee no more harm in converting the
richeft plate into fhillings, than in altering the form of a fine
garden, which my grandfather delighted in, and flattered
himfelf that no future age could poflibly exceed it in tafte.
So far from deftroying the fpirit of trade and induftry, tho’
it may check this branch for a time, thefe changes will fet
the ingenious artificer to work with frefh vigor, when the ne-
ceflity, for which it was taxed, ceafes. There cannot be a more
sidiculous fuperftition, than the preferving a piece of filver in the
fhape it was left us by our forefathers, merely on that account
nor a greater abfurdity, in a commercial country, than to Hoarp
up a DEAD ARTICLE, on any other principle than as a referve in
time of need.

4th. I wifh that in lieu of the duty on tea, every man or
woman wearing gold or filver lace, embroidery, or other gold
or filver manufadory, (lords and gentlemen belonging to the
king’s houfhold, and to the army and navy excepted) was to
pay a Tax ; obferving that people of quality, and men of great .
fortunes, ought to pay Less than others, becaufe rich cloathing
is more in charader, and lefs expenfive in them than in people
of inferior rank, But here LiserTyY fteps in: fhall we take the
advantage of it, whenever we incline to be roorisu? Perhaps
this cannot be otherwife than it is.

M m sth.
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«th. AL women wearing any kind of jewels fet in gold or
filver, fhould pay fo much for the hands, and fo much for the
head ; and, if you pleafe, we will include the rincs worn by
MEN, tho’ the fum raifed by the latter will be a very trifling
affair indeed.

6th. Suppofe that after twelve months notice, a tax were le-
vied on every one who wears a perriwic. Nature has provi-
ded coverings for the head'; and as tlrs is no essEnTIAL, part
of a man, fuch a tax could not fall into difgrace, as a PoLE tax
might. I would propofe, that he who: only wears sop wigs,
fhould pay much lefs than him who wears wigs under other
DENOMINATIONS, or his own nair dreffed with bags; ribbands,
tails, wings, &c. &ec. and that wigs be underftood to be made of
human sair, for the roor might be free to wear wigs made of
wooL, and horfe-hair, in certain forms, to pisTincuisd them.
This tax would fall properly on Luxury, and would raife three
times as much as the duty on tea amounts to. It would alfo
fet a number of perriwig-makers at liberty, to ricaT, or wEAVE,
or pLow for the good of the community.

I do not mean to excufe your fex, but I am not enough
converfant with your drefs; to know what kind of ornaments
are most in ufe, and which are LeasT neceffary. There are
fome ornaments of the head or neck, for which you would
chearfully fubmit to pay half a million rather than be reftrained
from the ufe of them. '

7th. But fuppofing we leave you to do as much mifchief
with your drefs, as you can, without being taxed, you would
in
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in that cafe, moft chearfully fubmit to pay twenty or thirty
{hillings annually for the liberty of playing at carps ; and I fee
no impropriety in this, more than in paying fo much for wureLs
to drive about to carp pLavings. No body would be fo wick-
£D as to touch a card without paying for it! If it reftrained the
lower claffes of the people entirely from this kind of play, it could
not be deemed an immoral nor prejudicial tax : how many of
their precious hours might be weLL employed, and in no unplea-
{ant manner without cards! If young perfons, whofe parents might
not chufe to pay the tax for them, were alfo reftrained, the
young lady or gentleman might be taught fomething of as GreaT
ufe and entertainment, and PpossiBLY more ESSENTIAL to their
welfare in the future progrefs of their lives. But I fancy every

body would play as they do, and that moft of them would pay.

8th. Coaches might be double taxed, to the benefit of the
public : and every perfon driving above a pair of horfes in any
coach, chariot, chaife, or fuch like vehicle, (waggons and carts

excepted) or keeping above three faddle horfes, thould pay a

tax for every fuch horfe.

gth. Every perfon keeping one man-fervant, or two women-
{ervants, not being FARMERs or MEcHANICS, who gain their bread
by manuar labor, might pay a tax for every fuch fervant, in-
creafing the rate on each : fuppofe for the firft fervant twen-
ty fhillings, for the fecond forty, for the third three pounds;
thus advancing till it fhould become very burthenfome to thofe
who EmrLov, or rather KEEP IN IDLENESS, a number of hands,
which might be of great ufe in war, AGRICULTURE, Or MANU-
“FACTORY. Mm 2 What-
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Whatever taxes the wifdom of the legiflature: may. impofe to
anfwer the falutary purpole intended by this fpeculation, let us
think ferioufly of abolifhing the ufe of tea : the eviL is become
enormoUs: you will get immorTAL honor if you {ubdue it.

You [ee I declaim as if I thought the bufinefs in queftion might
be accomplithed : I do think fo : ’tis in your power to BEGIN
the reformation, by reforming }raurfclﬁi *Tis thus the moft Her-
cuLeAN labors are fubdued with eafe. But if you do not reap
arL the advantages which a GENEraL reformation might pro-
duce, you will have the conftant approbation of your owm
mind on EarRTH, and your REWARD in HEAVEN : you. will do
yourfelf the fame honor as if it did fucceed, and receive the
fame arrLavse. The foldier who difcharges his duty, and
maintains his poft, with valor and intrepidity, tho’ his com=
rades act the part of cowarps, is the morE efteemed. And tho’
we ftand sincLe and unfupported, the rewarp of virtue wiil.
not be the lefs. Farewerr. I am yours, &,

L E -T2 E RS IS
To the fame.

MAaDawMm,
F we confider the many weicuTy and NECESsARY expences
which attend life, according to the pran in fathion: if we
add what is fpent in ornament, parade, and curiofities, in tra-
velling abroad, and at home ; in piversions, of which feveral
require no trifling fums ; and laftly, by every thing, being every
day dearer than before ; we may conclude, that near one fhilling
out
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out of twenty is two much to beftow on Tes. My fpeculation
takes in the whole, in a national view, and confiders what mif-
chiefs it creates in GENErAL : but I have heard private perfons,
In very eafy circumftances, complain that tea is become a zur-
tuiN, and that they wifhed to throw it off their fhoulders, if

thf:}r knew how to do it without fuﬁﬂring greater inconve-
niences.

I compute that we confume in GrREaT BrITAIN five millions
of pounds weight of tea, of which I reckon two millions to be-
run in upon us.

Suppofe then rive millions ; the loweft price we may compute
is-two fhillings and fix pence, and the higheft twenty fhillings
the pound. The greateft part of what is legally imported. coft
four to ten fhillings, let us fix it at five fhillings,
and it amounts to. £ITQSQ’GD(},

We have lately imported between 72,000 and’
85,000 hogfheads of fugar annually, out of which
25,000 hogfheads are fuppofed to be expended with -
tea; thefe at twelve. hundred weight each make
thirty-three million fix hundred thoufand pounds -
weight, \allowing a quarter part for what is loft in
refining part of this quantity (obferving that moft
of the common people drink raw brown fugar) it
is reduced to 25,200,000 pounds, (being about five

pounds of fugar to one of tea) of which three fourths -
being computed at four pence, and one fourth at:

eight pence, it makes £ 525,000
| This
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This may be confidered as a trifling calculation
to thofe who fee and reeL how much greater an ex-
pence of fugar is made in faniilies on account of
tea; but it is iINTENDED to be rather under than
above the mark.

I will fuppofe only one million of fervants, me-
chanics, and labouring people, who lofe their Trme
by drinking tea. I will calculate only 280 days in
the year, and one hour in twelve loft in fuch days.
I will fet their labor fo low as fix pence a day, then
TEA cofts the nation, in this inftance only, the
{um of — — — —

583,333

I pafs over the article of time of rine ladies
and rine gentlemen as invaluable. If out of nine
millions of people in GrEaT BRITAIN We have only
two millions of tea drinkers, at fix in a family,
thefe make 333,333 families, their tea equipages
can hardly coft lefs than five fhillings, is — — = 83,333

To this we muft add the expence of tea-kettles
and coals, &c. confidering what numbers make fires,
at fome feafons of the year merely on account
of Tra, the annual charge muft be at leaft fifteen

fhillings each, is — — — — = 249,999

Thus I compute the amount or annual expence
tobe ~— — — — = = [2,601,66%
5 I
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I fay nothing of 1reranp, which may be near a fixth part as
much more. Thus do we fupport an expence, in which neither
food nor raiment is concerned ; an expence on the people, on
whom the ftate depends for their ability to confume the NECEssa-
ries of life, and to promote induftry, by which thofe Nzcessa-
rits are provided. The inconveniences we fuffer in a national
light, by draining off our gold and filver, I fhall mention in its
place. If this article of charge for Lazor is fubje to objecion, as
it is only a lofs of what would be gained, and if fuch article will
not ftand for the wrore, it muft for the greateft part 5 that it
is a Loss no one can difpute.  If lefs than a million of working
people drink tea, many of them have five times as high wages,
and are idle much longer than ong hour in twelve. From the
very nature of the tea apparaTus, the FiLLiNG it out, and the
s1PPING it, a much longer time is required than fimple drinking, ,
to allay thirft : befides, that it occafions Lazingss, and rrurr-
Less difcourfe. -

The ordinary computation among the poor is @ HALF PENNY.

a- time for Tea, and as much for sucar. Suppofe it to be
drank only once a day by one million two hundred thoufand
FEMALES, out of four millions; and eight hundred thoufand
males, out of five millions ; the expence then would be annu- -
ally [ 3,041,666, which flill exceeds the calculation above-
mentioned. If I miftake as to the number of tea drinkers ;.
how many drink tea Twice or tHrick a day ; and how many~
drink it at a much nrcuer cuarce! In every fhape you will .
find the expence rroprciovs ! Farewerr. I am yours, &c.
LET-
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ik Ll B Bl L L
To the fame.

Mapaw,

-SIN CE tea has prevailed fo univerfally, which is now

about twenty years, it is computed there has been an in-
creafe of the confumption of {ugar near one FourTH part : in the
calculation mentioned in my laft letter, I make about a third
part of the whole importation, as it now ftands, confumed on
the account of tea. Now {uppoling the fame induftry had pre-
vailed abroad in our fugar colonies, without this confumption
of fugar at home, what ricues might have been accumulated
by this article alone | Our induftry now anfwers only oNE good
purpofe, which is to increafe our number of {eamen to bring
home the fugar, to be confumed by an extravagant ufe of it ;
and tho’ it is produéive of this coop to the nation, it is more
than counter-ballanced by eviL. -Of this we fhall form a clear
idea, if we compare our condué with the frugality of our com-
petitors the FRENcH. The cafe of nations compared with na-
tions, is fomewhat {imilar with that of the lives and fortunes of
private men: how does oxe, who is MODERATE in expence,
cutftrip aNoTHER who is ExTravAGANT ! And in this inftance
the rrENcH are frugal.

The increafe of the price of fugar with us has rendered it an
object of parliamentary enquiry, and methods have been propofed
for remedying the evil. But what remedy can be difcovered for
EXTRAVAGANCE but parsimony ? How fhall we be able to cope
with rrance if they convert their fugar, which is fo great an

5 obje&,
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object, into suips oF war, and by induftry and toil qualify
themfelves for war, whilft we enervate our bodies by confuming
{fo much tea and fugar, and sip out our viraLs in every fenfe?
We alfo ad, in this inftance, as if there could be no neceflity of
fixing BOUNDs to our confumptions, as if our runps, to {up-
port our EXPENCES, WEIC¢ INEXHAUSTIBLE, But Experience
feems to prove that we cannot go on at the fame rate. We
even fhorten the period of life by overftraining iNpUsTRY to
fupport luxury ; whilft luxury wounds our vitals ; thus we af-
fiduouily feck our own death, naturally, and politically. As a
modern phrafe exprefles it, wg Live 1N HOT WaTER: but if
the veins are too full, they will be in danger of burfting. The
trueft joys arife from temperance ; health, and ferenity of mind,
are its conftant companions : but pain and perturbation ever wait
on Excess. Providence provides for aLL mankind ; but if we
confume much more than our suare of the good things which
the earth produces, we muft, in the courfe of TiMe, be in wanT,
either as a confequence of creating defires so mucu beyond the
demands of nature, or from the earth being fubjedt to acci-
dents : the elements are fometimes at war with mankind, whilft
REAL wars make great devaftations; therefore to laft long, we
muft be moderate.

We may delude ourfelves into the belief, that private vices
are public benefits ; but this quibbling fallacy, whilit it {foothes
the corruption of mankind, tends fo much to deftroy the diftinc-
tions between virtue and vice, it confutes itfelf. If this doétrine
were true, it would follow that, in order to render the commu-
nity moft happy and flourifhing, it is neceflary that every in-

RSN D dividual
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dividual fhould be vicious, or it will follow that he is the worft
member who has moft virtue. Every man is fuppofed to with
that he could do good to his country, but he who attempts to do
it by vicrous means, will find himfelf greatly miftaken in the
iffue. If, for inftance, we confider the confumption of tea parti-
ally, and without regard to its pernicious confequences, it muft
be confefled that the ftate is benefited ; it breeds five hundred
{eamen, as already remarked, and furnifhes about a twentieth
part of the whole national revenue : but yet upon the whole
it is apparently injurious.

Whilft you refle&t on the advantages which arife from abfti-
nence ; whillt you contemplate the charms of temperance and
felf-denial ; fhall you not think that woman very amiable who
{aved the fuperfluous expence of tea to relieve the diftrefles of
one poor family? And what praifes are due to thofe whofe
condué is calculated to prevent the miferies of a million of fa-
milies | I muft repeat that by luxury, in a moral fenfe, I mean
all vicious excefles; and in a political fenfe, the ufe of articles,
which are not neceffary, but hurtful to the community. I con- -
fider the drinking tea as Luxury in the cleareft fenfe of the
word. There are different kinds of luxury, fome are exceffes
on the virtuous fide, and become vicious; others are vicious
throughout, and have no appearance of virtue. The drinking
tea is in the MEDIUM, rather inclining to the worft fide, for it
hurts health, and fhortens life ; but yet it is not fo 1MMoORAL as
fome excefles are: but, roriTicaLLy confidered, it is not equal-
led by any one debauchery we are guilty of, unlefs we except

the ufe of i,
3 If
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If upon the faireft face of the argument, the apvanrTaces
and pisapvaNTAGEs of drinking TEa being fet againft each
other, it is injurious to the community ; fhall we continue the
ufe of it againft conviction? We muft grant that it is fometimes
dangerous to check induftry, though it be exercifed to fupport
LUXURY : but at the fame time reflect, that if the money we
lay out and circulate in TEa, was employed in FLaAX, RAW SILK,
and fuch like, it would keep more hands in motion to manu-
fa&ure them ; it would give employment to a greater number
of people ; and would not {uch employment be more apvanTa-
" geous ? The fhip-builder and the feaman would be employed ;
and as the Grocer buys tea of the rasT-1NDIA company to fell
to the consumer, the draper and mercer would buy the linen
and filk fo manufactured, of the manufacurer, and fell them
to the confumer. And fuppofing that all thefe were expend-
ed in fuperfluous fhow, in garments totally unNEcEssary, would
not this be a REasoNaBLE gratification, in a political view, com-
pared with the employment of our own people in the tea trade ?
We fhould abound in croaTns, which is one of the effential
necessaRriEs of life : and if we did not confume aLL that we
manufactured, whatever we might fell to foreigners (on a view
of the comparifon now before us) would be a cLEaR GaIN to the
nation ; whereas TEA produces NoTHING ; ALL is funk, buried,
and annihilated. We only fee its effe@ts in idlenefs, and the va-
rious diftempers I have mentioned.

Or if the queftion was how to promote iNpDUsTRY, moft ad-
vantageouily, in lieu of our tea trade, fuppofing every branch of
Nn 2 our
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our commerce to be already fully fupplied with MEx and MonEY?
If onE of the Two MiLLioNs now fpent in TEa, were laid out
annually in pLaNTATIONS, in making pupLIc gardens, in PAV~
ING and WIDENING STREETS, in making roads, in rendering
rivers navigable, or ereting palaces, building neat and conve-
nient houfes, where are now only nurs; draining lands, or
rendering thofe which are now barren of fome ufe ; fhould we
not be cainers, compared with the confequences of the tea
trade ? There is no danger whilft luxury reigns, that we fhall
become indolent. Arts and {ciences, agriculture and manu-
faCury, will keep pace with luxury. But upon this principle
was tea out of the queftion, we fhould ftill be luxurious
enough ; and it would remove oNe great object of extrava-
gance from the poor, in whom luxury is moft dangerous.

But whilft individuals are attentive to their private concerns,
the fkilful ftatefman will endevor to difcover when we go
too FAsT or too sLow ; he will obferve what trades are moft
advantageous, and which are prejudicial, and cherifh or dif
countenance them accordingly. A profitable trade will ever
produce the contrary effe@s of a lofing branch of commerce.
The firft increafes riches, and invites foreigners : they covet to
refide in countries where riches abound, and alfo to fend their
fortuncs there to be improved. Thus riches create riches, and
they generally augment the number of inhabitants. In fuch
countries induftry will flourith, and arts will be improved.
But a lofing trade impoverifhes; it lowers the reputation of
a nation ; it drives people into other countries, confequently
diminifhes their numbers. And if fuch a lofing trade confifts

in
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in articles pErNIcious to health, the number will be alfo de-
creafed by lives being fhortened. However obvious it may be,
that a branch of trade is pernicious, it may be extremely diffi-
cult to {upprefs it any other way than by the force of examrLE ;
for if we proceed to a degree of rigor, which is not confiftent
with the LiBErTY of a free ftate, the RemEDY will become worfe
than the pasease. This truth is verified in one light, in the
affair of the cambrics, againft which nothing can prevail but

fathion.

TiME AND CHANCE HAPPENS TO ALL MEN ; and as it is fome-
times diflicult, if not impoffible, to trace out the latent caufes.
of the apversiTy of individuals; fo with regard to a commu-
nity, it may be undermined in a secreT manner. ALL the
caufes may never be difcovered ; but where they are apparent,,
a people muft be asanpoxep indeed, if they will not apply:
themfelves to.the rRemovaL of them.

It is the fame in the naTIONAL account, as in privaTE life s
there muft be GreaT revenues to fupport a GREAT EXPENCE :
againft every HurTruL trade there muft be a BENEFICIAL OnE;
but if, upon the force of a profitable trade, we {pend as if there
was none unprofitable to draw back our gains, we muft be:
undone in the iffue. The circumftances of a whole communITY
do not, in all inftances, admit of a cf}mparii’un with thofe of a
erivaTe family; but who can difpute that the fame falfe max-
ims which impoverith one family, may, in the courfe of time,.
impoverith a miLLion of families? According tothe vulgar pro-
verb, ¢ whatis sav'p is cain’p :”’ thisalfo is not ALways truein:

' private life, and lefs in national concerns ; but it is true in-fome
inftances 1
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inftances, and I take the saving in the article of tea to be one
of thofe inftances. I have calculated our expence in tea to
amount to three millions: if we gained, that is savED one
million annually, by leaving off this drug, it would be a fum
of fuch vaft importance, its AcCUMULATION, in twenty or thirty
years, intereft upon intereft, which is the way of reckoning in
this cafe, might be fufficient to turn the courfe of the moft
expenfive and dangerous war. Apieu. I am yours, &%.

-

LET TEEMCT KV
To the ﬁzme.

Mapawm,

HATEVER notions may be fondly entertained, we

muft always keep this in view, that it is the induftry
and rasor of the poor which fupport a ftate. Our corn, our
manufa@ures, and the produce of our mines, muft be soLp in
large portions to FOREIGNERs, or the miner, hufbandman, ma-
nufa&urer, and mechanic, will not find {ufficient employment;
nor will the ftate enjoy the fame degree of ftrength and power,
as are now derived from that labor and induftry. But the pro-
duce of thefe muft not be Given awav, nor exchanged for
pirT, or what is the fame, for Tea. By the force of induftry,
and our native produéts, we might be a marry people; but we
could not be creaT with regard to that part of life which de-
pends on {fuch produce of other countries as contribute {o large
a fhare to that elegance and refinement which we admire, But -
tea is coNsuMmeD ; it does not add to the snow of the table;
it does not adminifter in any one refpe even to GRANDEUR.

If
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If it is by useruL articles of commerce, either exports or im-
ports, fuch as promote induftry, provide Necessariks, or bring
in gold or filver, that a nation becomes orrurLeENnT; by fuch
imports as tea, which obftrué&s induftry, and is all for home
confumption, a f{tate muft be 1MPoVERISHED.

People who are wife confider farther, that a great part of
the riches of this nation depends on mutual confidence and na-
tional fafety. This alfo fhould teach us to prororTION OUr
EXPENCES to our income, and the nature of fuch income. A
merchant who cains a thoufand pounds yearly, ought not there-
fore to spEND a thoufand pounds : knowing that he is fubje& to
accidents, loffes, and the diminution of his capital, he will cal-
culate accordingly, and fpend fo much lefs. But the more
precarious our income is, we do not therefore incline to {pend
the lefs. All who have money in the funds are merchants, and
are fubje@ to fuch contingences as affe& the roriTIcAL intercft
as well as the real commerce of the nation..

We are a trading people in more fenfes than one.  Whilft fo
vaft a property confifts in a national debt, the ftate muft be
eonfidered as the bank or fountain, whence a great part of our
trade is fupplied ; and therefore we ought to be watchful of aLL
opportunitics of promoting the intereft of the ftate. How
greatly we might affift it by abridging our suPERFLUOUS EX-
pENCEs ; and how Necessary fuch affiftance is, efpecially if it
fhould be our fortune to be again involved in a war, no lover
of his country, no virtuous perfon of common fenfe, can hefi—
tate a moment to pronounce.

TEM=
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Temrerance and moperaTriON always bid faireft to make
heroes or heroines, and would be at this time, ina more par-
ticular manner, the rrors of the ftate, as they ought to be the
objects of applaufe in private life. We need not be afraid of
{inking into INDOLENCE, nor of becoming simPLE in our man~
ners, like arcapran thepherds. I queftion if there is any ftate
or kingdom in the world in danger of its {plendor being
abridged by parfimony or fimplicity of life. For our parts
we feem to vie with each other, who fhall be moft expenfive,
or, in a vulgar phrafe, who fhall be the greateft roor, and
part with his money fooneft. We live fo much on the ftretch

in point of expence, that the ricuesT are {upported from HAND
to MOUTH.,

Indeed I have heard it very {ferioufly maintained, that the
folly and extravagance of particular perfons, can do no injury
to the community, becaufe, fay they, whatever is loft by ong,
aNoTHER gains. This can be true only in a few inftances;
and feems to be juft as fallacious as the do&rine of private vices
being public benefits. If wealth pafies from the hands of a
vicious man into that of a virruous one, inftead of being -
injured, the ftate may be benefited; but for the very fame
reafon it would have profpered lefs, had fuch riches remained
in vicious hands : whence it follows, that much depends on the
virtue of individuals. He who f{quanders his fortune, ceafes
in that inftance to be a virtuous man; but when extrava-
gance becomes epidemical, and infe&@s a whole community ;
when many follow the example of the srenprurRIFT, Who

3 ruins
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ruins himfelf, many will be ruined ; ruined beyond the pro-
portion which others are benefited ; and confequently the in-
tereft of the ftate will be hurt. If the vintner, by felling
wine, acquires fuch a fortune as to gaina T1TLE, and the lord,
by drinking it, becomes fo poor as to have no coacu for his
CORONET, 'tis ten to one, but this mutation of property occa-
fions a diminution of virtue, as well as riches and diftin&ion,
and leaves the ftate in a worfe condition than it was.

It is impoflible to feparate the virTuEs and vices of pri-
vate men from the seNeErIT or 1Njury of the ftate which is
compofed of {fuch men. Many caufes may interfere to pre-
vent the total ruin of it : ALL vices are not equally perNIcIOUS 5
fome may do very little or no harm, beyond the individual ; or
the confequences of the injury may be very remote: provie
dence has fo ordained, that there is hardly a cafe fo defperate,
but there are REMEDIES for it ; but I fee no remedy for Great
vice in fome, except it be GREAT virtue in OTHERs.

There is a certain pEGREE of expence, according to the abili-
ties of individuals, which promotes the intereft of a commu-
_nity upon principles of worldly grandeur ; but beyond this de-
gree it muft LanGuisu and pecav. This general principle is
obvious ; but the true mEasure of fuch expence every onc
ought to feck in his own fortune. He that ruins himfelf by
extravagance, is a bad fubje& ; tho’ not {o bad as he who hoard-
ing up his wealth, ties up the hands of induftry, and endevors
to keep every one incapable of enjoying the good things of lifc.
There is alfo a certain degree of macNIFICENCE and GranDEUR

Oo infe-
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infeparable from all great ftates: but we exceed the pur MEASURE,
not fo much in the degree of fuch macniricEncE, as in the Bx-
pENCE of it. In general we feem to try who fhall diftrefs the
other moft, by paying for every thing more than ’tis worth.

It feems to be one of the defeds of the leaft imperfe@ forms
of government which has been hitherto devifed, I mean our
owN, that the different ranks of people are too much con-
founded : the lower clafles prefs fo hard on the heels of the
higher, if fome remedy is not ufed, the lord will be in danger
of becoming the valet of his ceNTLEMAN : the noble who, thro®
idlenefs, trufts his money, if not his fecrets, with his fervants,
and confents to their raifing contributions on his friends, muft
often fee his footman with more money in his purfe than him-
felf ; and I fuppofe ’tis the cafe {fometimes with your hand-
maids. If sumpTUARY LAWS are not reconcileable with the na-
ture of our government, let us endevor to eftablith rasurons
to anfwer the fame end, and abolith thofe cuftoms which we
find grievous and burthenfome.

The notions we entertain of LiserTY, joined to the vaniTy
which ufually attends on ricues, feem now to lead all forts of
people into errors with regard to ExrEnce ; and when they are
once engaged, PRIDE forbids them to retrench and alter their
method of life. When wealth, eafe, and fecurity, intoxicate
with pesires, which have no better {upport than rancy and
OPINION, in proportion as thefe evils increafe, the good order and
oeconomy of private life muft decline. And if we rorceT what

we
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we owe to oursiLVES, we fhall hardly rEMEMBER the obliga-
tions we are under to the pusLic.  Vicious Excesses thus crea-
ting a vicious sELF-LoVE, by abufing our advantages, and per-
verting the kindnefs of providence, we may become our own
deftroyers, tho’ we fhould not fall a prey to a foreign enemy.

The period feems to be drawing near, in which we muft give
fome cHECK to our caREER: let us do it in rimEe, and with a
Goop Grace, To all appearance we muft engage in a very ex-
penfive war, or {ee our rower abridged, and with it the means
of acquiring riches. We feem to have carried our improvements
to their utmoft height : but fo far from probity of mind keeping
pace with them, it is but too plain that it declines; and if the
fupport of nations depends on virtue, as well as ceconomy in
expence, we are taking great {trides to our ruin in a double ca-
pacity. Thus it may be our lot to fall as the greateft empires
of the world have done ! From the very nature of things, weartn
will promote LuxuRry, and LUXURY corrUPTION, and DissoLu=-
TroN follows corrurTION In the PoLITICAL as well as naTURAL
body ; fo that one would be almoft tempted to think, though
it may feem a PaRADOX, that our HaPPINEsS, if not our Gran-
pEUR, muft ultimately depend on our numiLiaTION, as the beft,
if not the only means to introduce more virTue amongft us. It
is very apparent that we have already carried things to fuch ex-
cefs, that there is no better counterpoife in the political feale,
than that the only people on earth, from whom we apprehend
any evil, are become as vicious and expenfive as ourfelves— ex-
cept that they do not confume the Tea and sucar which their
induftry provides, but convert them into money. We have been

Oo2 hither-
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hitherto enabled to fupport great fleets, and upon emergencies
great armies alfo; and to check the encroachments of Francg,
whofe extent of dominion, and number of inhabitants, are fo
much greater than ours. But mow have we been able to do
this ? not by the force of valor only, but of money. You have
often heard it faid, that it is money which fights againft money.
We may implore the goodnefs of heaven to prevent the NEcEs-
siTy of our being involved in war ; but if that is unavoidable,
we muft pray for common fenfe, and common virtue, to carry it
on at a lefs expence than we did the laft war : and if at the
fame time we live at a lefs charge, and decline the ufe of fuch
dangerous and expenfive articles as TEa, we may prevent the ca-
lamitous confequences of war. Without ftraining my argu-
ment in the leaft, it is certain, that in proportion as TEa de-

prives us of our riches, it muft render the iffue of a war the
more HAZARDOUS.

You have lately feen a confiderable {pecimen of that diffufive
wealth, together with the noble and delightful {cenes which
diftinguifh this ifland. It is not merely the greatnefs of a fingle
lord, or half a dozen nobles : what riches, what comfort, what
clegance, what delight, are fpread over the face of this country }
Happy mortals, if we knew our own felicity in its true extent,
and took the right methods to preferve it! Farewerr. Iam
yours, &c. : X

PART
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T EA with refpet to GoLD and s1LVER. Excufes
the EAST-INDIA company. General view of TEA.
Ballance of trade with FRANCE. Thoughts on
the PUBLIC DEBT, a@#d PUBLIC LOVE.

LET "IE R “XVII.
To the fame..

MADAM,

OU are not yet informed of what confequence you are

to the ftate, nor how much you may ferve or injure it,
The fubje& of this letter will be mercantile and political ; it is
fometimes treated as a MysTERY, and fometimes as too plain to
be intitled to any attention at all. I apprehend it is with a na-
tion, as it isin common life: you can as eafily comprehend that
nothing remains with us but the sarLLance of our trade with
other nations, as that the real produce of your eftate is only
that which remains to you of the rents, after all neceffary
buildings and repairs are paid for. You are to fuppofe that
this nation, and its colonies, export to the value of twenty
millions of their natural produce, and import of the produce:
of other countries, in ARTICLES OF CONSUMPTION, about as;
much more : but that we gain upon the twenty millions ex-
ported, five per cent. which is one million. This we will call
: ' a
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a BALLANCE, Being carriers of our own goods, I will fup-
pole that we receive the advantage of four hundred thoufand
pounds more : thefle fums are paid us in gold and filver, which
is the only ricugs, properly {o denominated, that rEmains
with us, notwithftanding we fee the good effects of trade at
every table, in every houfe, and on every one’s back.

How extenfive the power of gold and filver is, in all coun-
tries that we have any connexion with, is a fubje& of which
neither the higheft nor the loweft of mankind are ignorant.
With all your moderation, you would be forry to want MoNEY ;
I dare fay you would rather go without Tea. It would be im-
poflible for us to fupport our prefent {yftem of intercourfe with
other nations, without having confiderable fums of gold and
filver at command. You are to take notice that the saLLaNCE,
juft mentioned, has centered with individuals, and confequent-
ly they are become rich ; but the public expences have, in a
great meafure, drained us of thofe riches, infomuch that the
greateft part of many years accumulation of property, now con-
fifts in a pzpT, due to thofe individuals, from the public. Need
I remind you again, that this debt was contraéted for the fafety
of iNpIvipuaLs, and that individuals muft look to the fafety
of the public, was it from no better motive than for.the fake

of the wealth which confifts in the debt that is due to them?

According to the prefent eftablifhment of things in this na-
tion, the firft and moft eflential article is the prefervation of the
PUBLIC CREDIT ; for, by means of this, the flate may command
cvery thing it has occafion for, that is faleable, as far as that

' X credit
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credit goes.  But it is ftill {uppofed the public is able to repay

whatever it borrows, and that property in parer is convertible
into MmoNEy. You have no reafon to doubt that you may fafely
fell or exchange your coLp or siLver for a BaNk-NoTE: but
this is in a prefumption that you can again fell or exchange the
bank-note for gold or filver. Now you could have very little
affurance of doing this, unlefs we retained amongft us fuch
quantities of thefe metals as may anfwer the demands of the
public, as well as private perfons.

Let us therefore freely enquire if we can bear {o great an ex-
portation of gold and filver as has been made from hence, for
fome years paft, and whether we are not in pancer of being
To0 MUcH drained ?

It is granted that we are to confider gold and filver as com-
modities, which are bought and fold, and which the merchant
may fend abroad with a view to his profit. The EasT-INDIA
company, for inftance, has exported for fome years paft, above
half a million to 1Np14, to purchafe the manufacures and pro-
duce of that country, a great part of which we re-fell to fo-
reigners : there have been yearsin which we have fold to the
amount of £ 700,000 in piece-goods only. Tho’ the freight,
and the charges in 1Np1a run very high; by this circulation the
company has a profit, by which they are enabled to pay an in-
tereft to the proprietors of the ftock ; and were it not for the
charge of carrying on war in 1xp1a, I conclude, though this is
~a point not generally agreed upon, that the nation is a gainer..

However the ballance of the account of gold and filver, as it
ftands
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ftands in the 1ND1a trade, may be againft us; yet I queftion,
notwithftanding what has been fo often thrown out, whether
this ballance exceed one hundred thoufand pounds; and in
fome years I fuppofe we RECEIVE in ballance : but as this is
mixed with the general ballance, it is difficult to make an exa&
eftimate.

In confidering the great export of filver, one is at a lofs to
know whence it can revert to us in {ufficient quantities to carry
on trade. From porTUGAL we can receive no coLp, which I
confider in the fame light as filver, in exchange for iNp1a goods,
for thefe are not permitted to be imported there. Srain, how-
ever, takes off large quantities, for which the returns muft be
confidered as included in the general BaLLaNcE of our trade,
jult mentioned. Arrica fends us home fome quantities of
gold ; and america, independent of our ballance direély with
spaIN, returns us filver for thefe i1np1a goods; but ftill this
alfo muft be confidered as part of our general ballance. Ger-
MANY pays us for the iNp1a goods fhe takes, chiefly in linens ;
and FRANCE in tea, brandy, and fuch like,

The vaft export which we make of gold and filver to inp1a,
gives us an afcendency in this oriental trade over all other na-
tions who are engaged in it: and if it were to EAsT-INDIA
alone, the draught of gold and filver might not impoverith us;
but the fubje& of our prefent enquiry relites to the {um of above
two hundred thoufand pounds fent annually to crina, near one
hundred and fifty thoufand of which I apprehend is laid out in
TE4, being about one fhilling a pound, good and bad teas toge-
ther, on three millions of pounds weight. It is true we export

cloth
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cloth, lead, and other commodities, to that country, and bring
from thence raw sick, filken and cotton manufacures, and por-
cclain, as well as Tea ; but if the queftion was fairly anfwered, I
apprehend it would be acknowledged, that near the fum juft

mentioned of one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, in siLvE R
is laid out for TEa.

If to this we add two millions of pounds weight of tea, paid
for at only twenty pence a pound, to FRANCE, HOLLAND, SWE=
DEN, DENMARK, and PRUssIA; it amounts to [ 166,666, ex-~
clufive of what 1reLanD and america take off, All this we
muft reckon as paid for either in gold or filver. I am per-
fuaded our whole export for this pernicious article, is between
3 and £ 400,000. We who talk fo familiarly of millions, may
imagine this to be a TriFLING suM ; but thofe millions do not
are confift in fubftantial gold and filver, and [ 300,000 isa
very large part of our ANNUAL BALLANCE.

It ought to be confidered further, that we have oruer ne-
ceflary branches of foreign commerce, which require great quan-
tities of gold and filver. Russia and swepen take off at leaft
£ 400,000, but thefe countries furnith us with iron and naval
ftores, on which agriculture and commerce depend ; and there-
fore our gold and filver are exchanged to our advantage; the
ufe of fuch returns producing effe&ts, to all intents and purpo-
{es, the very reverfe of what we experience from the ufe of tea,
which I am now endevoring to difcountenance,

The gold and filver we fpend in travelling in rrance and
ITALY, is no mean obje@ ; Iam perfuaded it is not lels than
Pp £ 150,000,
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£ 150,000, An eminent banker in parrs affured me, it was
more than twice this fum. Befides this, we ufe no fmall quan-
tity of gold and filver in cloaths.

As to utenfils of all forts, I belicve we are now poffefled of
twelve to fixteen millions value in plate: this is a very happy
circumftance ; for fuppofing no traflic is obftruéted for want
of money to carry it on, the greater quantity of plate we pof-
fefs, the greater is our RESOURCE upon an EMERGENCY.

We are farther to confider; that exclufive of the ordinary
circulation of comMERCIAL negotiations, this nation has fome-
times occafion to fend abroad two or three hundred thoufand
pounds annually for affairs of war, and the fupport of the flate ;
it feems as if we muit swarE our profits, in a certain degree,
and that providence does not intend we fhall rosszss all we
acquirk. 'Tis not ten years fince we had occafion to lay out
millions on this account, far beyond what the fpoils of the
enemy would anfwer ; and tho’ we may flatter curfelves to the
contrary, in {pite of all our good policy, the fame may happen
again. And what fhall we fay of the / 600,000, to be ac-
counTeD for annually to foreigners, for intereft of money ? I fay
accounted for ; it cannot be all paid in gold and filver, but
furely part of it is fo paid: and as we may confider ourfelves,
in a general view, as FacTORs to PRINCIPALs, fo far as we are
pofleficd of the money of foreigners, we muft pay to them part
of our annual ballance gained by trade.

If it can be made appear, that thefe various ‘demands have
praINED us, and that we have not gold and filver fufficient to
continue,
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continue, under our prefent circumﬂancés, to anfwer fuch de-
mands as may be made on us, nor to provide for the accidents
to which cvery great ftate is fubje@. What figure fhall we
make, fhould we be p1sTrESsED for thefe metals? We may al-
ways keep a fufficient quantity of them, if we pleafe, and in-
ftead of curcking trade, pProMOTE, and even encourage all ufe-
ful branches of commerce, by this very means.

I have accounted for the exportation of /. 1,300,000, near
the amount of the fuppofed importation, without reckoning any
coin or bullion {ent out for INTEREST of money ; without efti-
mating the extraordinary export neceflary for war and the affairs
of the ftate, nor yet the gold and filver which we wear out; con-
fequently inftead of laying up £. 2 or 300,000 annually, as I
think we ought to do, is there not reafon to apprehend we are
now finking our old ftock ? May we not too late repent our
reafonings, and the 18pI1FFERENCE arifing from fuch reafonings ?
Tho’ the iNTEREsT above-mentioned may be partly laid out in
priNciPaL, Which, by the way, ferves to augment our debt-to
foreigners: and tho’ the greateft portion of {uch intereft may be
confidered as paid in the natural produce of this ifland, or in that
of our valuable poffeflions in america ; yet this makes nothing
acainst the force of the general argument, but rather ror it.

*Tis acknowledged that gold and filver are but commoprTiES.
If,” fay they, ¢ you were poflefied of all the gold and filver
¢ you have imported for ages paft, the value of it would be fo
“ much the lefs: inftead of five fhillings and {ix-pence for an
ounce of filver, it might not be worth three fhillings.” I am
not {ure of that; for let the quantity be ever fo large, the value
in one country will bear a proportion to the value in another.
Bat what is this to the purpofe? Do gold and filver differ

eﬁﬁntiali}r from all other commoditics? The returns of them,
upoa
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upon the general ballance, are fuppofed to determine the na-
tional profit or lofs with refpeé to fuch ballance: and if fo, may
they not be confidered as the criterion of commErciaL poricy ?
And is not staTr poLicy conneéted with commercial policy, in
this country ? We know that for the ends of life, iron is far fu-
perior to filver or gold ; and yet for one pound of gold we can
obtain goo pounds of iron, and gold is always accepted.

We may command fums in gold and filver advanced on the
credit of our merchants, or for goods fent abroad, even before
they are {old ; but not for very large fums, nor for any great
length of time., We may alfo {ell gold and filver upon commif-
fion, for the account of merchants or princes ; but nothing more
will remain with us, than the difference between the value of
our commodities confumed abroad, and our confumption of
foreign produce at home, except the amount of fuch commif-
fion. If we rmporTED from countries not our own, a greater
value in MErcHANDIZE than we exporT to fuch countries, we

.fhould fay, * we are in a fair way to be undone.” We fhould
afk ourfelves, *“ IN WHAT ARE WE TO PAY THE DIFFERENCE!
And what can we receive of fuch foreign nations, more than
the difference, of what we import lefs in value from them, than
we export to them ? If we had mines of gold and filver, as
“the rorTUcUEsE and spaniarDs have, the firft queftion would
be eafily anfwered : but thefe are not our prorer produce; and
if we do not keep a pue rrororTION Of what gold and filver
we receive, we muft in the iffue fuffer for the want of them.
All human affairs are mutable : as the nations with whom we
trade grow more enlightened, every one improves their natural
advantages : and as in the courfe of time, they will probably
require fo much the lefs of us, we fhall command fo much
the lefs of their produce, but rarTicuLarLy of their coLp and
siLVER, which they make the sTanpARD or MEAsURE of the value

of
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of all other commodities, and of all the fervices they wiLr, or
cAN, do for us. As far as the nature of their circumftances ad-
mits, we fee every {tate endevors to eftablifh manufadures, as
an additional wetGHT in their commercraL fecale. We abound
in manufactures, but we ought neverthelefs to add as great a
weight in coLp and sILVER, as is confiftent with the free cit-
culation of profitable branches of foreign commerce? Under
this denomination of prorrTasre, I include all trades that are
NECEsSARY, fuch as the russian, swepish, &c. juft mention-
ed, tho’ the ballances of thefe trades are confiderably acainst
us, fo far as we pay them in gold and filver.

REFINED REASONERS often advance maxims which experience
will not fupport. I have heard ingenious men talk to this ef-
fect : ¢ Suppofing our gold and filver were annihilated in one
“ night ; that the earth, from whofe bowels they were taken,
¢ fhould {wallow them up again ; or that we parted with them
“ all at once to the cuinese for Tea; what would be the con-
‘¢ fequence ? The price of LaBor, and all the propuce of labor,
“ would then fall ; and in proportion to our {kill, the extent
¢ of our induftry, and the quantity of our manufa&ures, acL.
“ our riches would again REVERT to us.”

Of what a dangerous tendency is this opinion! There is a
meafure in all things : becaufe we find it ufeful to trafhc in goltl
and filver, fhall we forget the important ufes of them in peace
or war, and all the advantages which attend them in a na-
tional light? How often are nations in- rear diftrefs for- theit
metals? And what might happen to vs, if we had not fupplies

' of
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of them | But if it could be proved in THEORY, fhould we fhort-
fichted mortals truft to fuch Tueory? How many things are
mathematically demonftrable, which cannot be reduced to prac-
tice. ArcuimeDEs offered to move the earth, but he required
fuch a place to fet his feet upon, as can never be difcovered.
Would a wife politician look on with indifference at any traflic
or confumption, which has a TENDENCY to try the experiment,
whether a people may, without danger, drain off all their gold
and filver ? No nation can have fuch univerfal commerce as
this enjoys, if they prohibit the exportation of gold and filver in
art cafes ; but fhall we therefore check the export in no cass ?
Or fhall we endevor to mipE from ourfelves what is paid away
to rrance, or exported for the article of tea?

You may eafily perccive, what a vaft difference there is be-
tween a raw commoadity which gives employment to our ma-
nufacturers, and afterwards draws corp and siLvER, or even
GOOD MANUFACTURERS, from other countries ; and a pEaD ar-
ticle which we confume ourfelves, the GreaTEsT part, if not
the wiore of fuch prap article, being purchafed in exchange

for gold and filver.

You may alfo, without the leaft difficulty, conceive how gold
and filver differ from all other commoniTirs, by obferving that
there is nothing ferviceable to life, in any corner of the globe,
which we cannot purchafe with them. We can even engage
foreigners to fight our battles, and fave our country, without
the expence of our own blood, Wjrnour them we cannot
even carry on a DEFENSIVE war in our own country, It would

I be
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be a difficult tafk to perfuade a foldier, native or foreigner, to
accept a bit of tin or lead in the place of gold or filver.

Can we {upport an extenfive credit, without gold or filver ?
If there is not a quantity of thefe to bear a due proportion to
the ricues ; or, to exprefs myfelf more properly, to the rro-
PERTY, for which the public is engaged, the paper which now
anfwers all the purpofes of gold and filver, may very eafily ceafe
to have any value at all.

The sTrEss of my argument is laid upon the confumption of
TEA, asan article which drains us, moft unprofitably, of our gold
and filver. If it is urged that we have gone on well for a great -
number of years, and therefore there can be no Nrcessity to
trouble ourfelves about a change : I anfwer, that we ought to
change, becaufe the courst or THINGS ARE cHANGED. Com-
mercial wars, in time of nominal peace, were things unknown
to us : but our wars in EasT-1NDIA have drained us of great
quantities of gold and filver, intirely independant of our trade.
"Till about the year 1733, we accumulated great quantities of
gold by importation from cuina, not lefs than / 100,000, to
£ 200,000 annually. It is true this gold was purchafed with fil-
ver; but as the profits were not lefs than forty to fixty per cent.
our ftock was confiderably augmented every year by this com-
merce. Such profits could not laft long : but you will be glad to
know how this trade came to ceafe intirely. Tho’ the cuinese
prohibit the extract of their corp, they were glad to connive at
exchanging it for siLver, with thofe who would truft them to.

carry the filver up into their country. But whether it is that their
- gold.
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gold mines fail, and the gold is rifen in price, or that the cur-
nest merchants cannot be fafely trufted with large fums; or
that our EasT-1np1a company do not think proper to ttade in
this article themfelves, nor yet to indulge their fervants in it ;
but very little or no gold has, for a long time paft, been im-
ported from cruina,  On the contrary, I am told that of late
fome {mall quantities of gold bave been actually carried from
hence, We have alfo fent gold to the coaft of coromanDEL,
to be coined into pacopas ; whereas formerly it came all from
cuiNa direé&tly. This circumftance alone makes a material dif-
ference : it calls on us to be watchful, and not to fquander
away our. ricHEs for tea: in other words, it calls on us to aban-
don the ufe of tea. The asiarics, as well as the EuROPEAN
nations, are alfo become more tenacious of thefe metals than
they were in times paft: and though I am not fure it can be
PROVED, yet, I apprchend, that our extenfive paper-credit, has,
in fome inftances, fubftituted paper in the place of gold and
filver, fo as to give our coin and bullion a MORE FREE EGREsS 3

and if this is really the cafe, it is a further reafon to decline the
ufe of tea.

I have heard it computed, that within thefe fixty years paft,
we have coined about fifty millions of gold and filver; how
many of thefe remain with us, I will leave to the more curious
to enquire. -Thank cop we have gold coin ; but as to filver
coin, ’tis difficult to obtain change for a fingle guinea. One
reafon of this is, that we have under-rated filver in coinage,
and therefore it is fent out of the country ; whilft in FraNcE,
the greateft part of their money is filver, not over-rated as aurs,

1 and
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and therefore it remains: but it does not follow that their gold
leaves them ; they keep both. They receive moft siLver for
their ballance with spain, as we receive moft corp for our bal-
lance with porTuGAL: but I have heard that FrRance converts
almoft all the foreign coin fhe receives, into her own fpecie ;
and indeed one fees but few of our guineas in parts. If this is
really the cafe, I am afraid but little of our own coin, or the
gold of porTUGAL, Which fhe gets of us, will ever revert to us.

If by money we mean gold and filver coin; and if this,
as well as coop soLDIERs, is the siNEws of war: and if war 1s
hanging over our heads; by {quandering our riches like pro-
digals, we expofe ourfelves to the danger of feeding on wusk;
or what is worfe, of wearing a carLic yoke.

 Preferving our gold and filver in the fenfe I confider it, is
preferving our wealth ; it is accumulating ricues, not lofing
opportunities of proriT ; and, laftly, it is preferving rREsPEcT
among the nations. If we were more virTUOUS and more va-
LIANT in poverty than in riches, we might rife the higher in re-
puTATION; butwe do not defire reputation on suct terms. On
the contrary, caIN is the great objet of our purfuit; and trade
being the moft effetual MEaNs to obtain this exp, we weigh
almoft every thing in the commercial fcale. We fometimes
think of the advantages of trade, in a pirRECT VIEW, more than
is confiftent with the REMoTER 1ssUEs of things, even with re-
gard to the prefervation of our coMMERCIAL INTERESTs. But
to drop fo ~icE an enquiry, let us ftill purfue the confideration
how beft to difcountenance fo deftru&ive a branch of trade as

this of TEA.
Q9 .
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I am fenfible it is difficult to get at the exa& TruTH; I do
not pretend to calculate exaily, either the quantity of the TEa
which is run in upon us ; or the amount of the oLp and siLver
of which we are drained ; but I think I am not very wide of the
mark in either. Some who know the truth better, may be in~
terefted to conceal it ; and others, who confider it only as a ve-
n1aL evil, may flatter this national vice: but if you Love your

country, you muft not indulge yourfelf any longer in it.
Farewerr., I am yours, &.

L. ET 0. E R IXVIILL
To the fame.

MAD A M,

HAVE heard you fay, that you think refpecfully of mer-

chants : you know of what importance they are to the ftate :
even under arbitrary governments they are countenanced, and
fometimes enjoy immunities {uperior to other fubjeds, whofe
profeflions are of lefs utility to the commonwealth. In a free
country, indeed, the people trade with one commen and equal
liberty, yet it has been fometimes thought NEcessary to grant
privileges to a certain number of traders, in exclufion of all
other merchants. But the EasT-1Np1a company a& only as
direCtors or managers, for the proprietors, and any one may
become a proprietor of the trading ftock, and ftand to the pro-
fits or lofs in it, according as the price of the ftock varies.

Contrary to the opinion of fome zeaLous paTrIOTS, I ap-
prehend the EasT-iNp1a trade to be of the greateft importance

to
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to this nation. So long as foreigners confume all, or much
the greateft part of what we bring home, the easT-iNpIa
company ought to be confidered by far the moft refpectable
and ufeful trading company in the nation. And moreover [
think this trade cannot be carried on fo advantageoufly as by a
coMPaNy. At the fame time it sEeMs as if fome NEW REGULA-
T1oNs are neceffary, tho’ it is not eafy to fay what thofe regula-
tions ought to be. It is a clear point, that the easT-1xD1A com-
pany, as merchants, purfue a trafhc in Tea, becaufe they find it
proFITABLE 3 and for the fame reafon, as dire&ors, they a& the
fair part for the proprietors. They may not think themfelves
obliged to be ARITHMETICAL POLITICIANS, nor to enter upon
the confideration of what the naTion gains or lofes : this tafk
however BELoNGs to men of leifure and curiofity, uninfluenced
by prejudice or private intereft. No body can pretend that the
importation of tea, be it for the confumption of beggars or
lords, is of the fame nature as {elling gunpowder to an enemy
the day before a battle. But when we confider that a nation
may be a great gainer by one trade, and.lofe by another, it
feems neceflary for commercial politicians, to make occa-
fional enquiries into the ftate of particular branches of com-
merce, not wantonly to propofe alterations, but to new model,
or difcourage fuch as can be provED to be injurious. If anvy
TRADE can have a tendency to create a sickNEess in the body
politic, or afually to bring on a LINGERING coNsuMPTION ; if
there is fuch a thing in nature, as an article of commerce rui-
Nous to a nation, TEa I apprehend is one of thofe articles.
Notwithftanding this, it is equally apparent, if we wiLL drink

Q. qz2 TEA,
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rza, and make fo vasT a confumption of it, we ought not to
complain of the east-iNpra company. I it is profitable to
them, no body can doubt that itis a Less evil tothe naT1ON, to:
pay nine-pence or a fhilling a pound to the cuinese, and enjoy
all the profit arifing from the navigation, than te employ
rreNcH or ENcLisH {muggling veflels, to bring over tea, for
which we pay from ecighteen-pence to three fhillings to the
FRENCH, DUTCH, SWEDES, DANEs, and PrRUssians. You have
heard, though perhaps you have not rREGarDED it, that the
wroucHT filks, and other manufaétures of cuina, are forbidden
by one of our Laws to be worn in this ifland, and a good law
it is ; yet I apprehend it would be a Less EviL, if the company
was permitted to purchafe thefe, for our own use, provided we
manufa@tured the raw siuk of cuina for the ufe of oruer
countries, and fold it to foreigners for money, or in exchange
of useruL commodities, than thus to confume our ftrength in.
tea ; {ince by this article we make no profit except upon our-
felves, whilft it fucks up our sLoop ; and by exnauvsTiNGg our
treafure, weakens the NErvEs of the ftate.

But, Mapawm, though I think this is ftrictly true, we muft not
complain of the EasT-1Np1A dire¢tors. What I fay AGAINST TEA,,
has not the leaft tinture of prejudice again{t them. Perhaps
many of them think as I do : but I am fure feveral of them are
men of great fkill and integrity. If the love of my country leads.
me into a miftake in this {peculation acainst TEA, I fhall be
glad to be fet right; I fhall rejoice to fee the company fet in
the faireft point of view, as the inftruments of great coop to
their country, without the leaft mixture of evit. Farewerr,
I am yours, &%. 4 L ET-
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Lok T | RS XIX.
To the [ame.

Mapawm,
F we compare our conduét with that of other nations, we
fhall fee that no people upon the face of the whole earth,
are guilty of fo great an abfurdity in commerce. We fhall be
fenfible that ‘the wisesT nation may become roorisu; the
moft vALIANT, EFFEMINATE ; and MErcHANTS, from being
“ the monorasLE of the earth,” may, in compliance with bad
cuftoms, become the inftruments of great miscuier to their
country. WE who have the moft extenfive notions of com-
merce, and have moft enlarged the fyftem of it, ought to fee
this truth in the cleareft light.

The rreNcH are contented to be ferved with tea in cHina,
after us, and feldom bring home fuch coop tea; but then they
pay but little for it; and of this little, a lefs portion of filver is
employed ; whilft they {fell at home to a greater amount in tea,
than they export to caina, for this commodity, either in siLver,
or mercuanDIZE 3 and therefore inftead of lofing, THEY are
cAINERS by the cuina trade.

The purcu purchafe the greateft part of the tea they bring
home, with their {pices, pepper, and fome EuroPEAN goods: the
caiNesE alfo bring great quantities of tea to saTavia, where
they take thefe commodities. And tho’ the uniTED PROVINCES
confume as much, or more, of this article, in proportion to the
number of inhabitants, than we do; for the reafon above men-

tioned, they are in better circumftances than even the rrencH,
with
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with regard to their felling at home, to a much greater amount
than they export to caina for the purchafe of it.

The panes, swepes, and prussians, carry out filver as
well as merchandize, but they alfo buy the inferior tea: they
are contented with {mall profits, but they seLL at home a much
greater value than they consuMmEe, and confequently thefe na-
tions are fupplied with tea, gain on their cargoes, fupport their
companies, and breed up feamen at other peoples coft, and
particularly at the coft of the enxgrisu. Swepen is not lavifh
of her gold and filver ; a fumptuary law in that country forbids
the ufe of thofe metals in cloaths, and confequently fhe chufes
even to check the increafe of fome of her MmaNUFacTURES, rather
than drain off the little treafure fhe is miftrefs of.

We cannot arraign our rulers for our condué in refpeé to
TEA 3 they do not encourage drinking it, much lefs the {mug-
aling of it ; nor does the EasT-1NDIA company ule any arts to
countenance this cuftom. ’Tis the effe of our own roLLy ;
'tis the prevalency of exampre, for which you and many other
fine ladies are anfwerable to the public. And how will you an-
{wer it P—For heaven’s fake refrain from this EnorMous abufe :
rule yourfelves, and your own families : exert the power which
Gop and the laws have given you : be the friends of your coun-
try ; and reftore us to fafety, wealth, and honor.

It is generally apprehended, that inp1a and cHina are {fuch
gainers on their trade with eurore, that they draw away, by
fenfible degrees, all the gold and filver which are not consumED,
or retained in UTENsILs, in this quarter of the globe. Be this

as
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as it may, the nation which consumes mosT of INDIAN Or cHI-
NEsE produce, or manufactures, cONTRIBUTES MOST to the ge-
neral ballance with thefe countries; and the ress intrinfically
valuable, and the more coftly the article confumed is, the
GREATER DUPE is the nation which confumes it; and confe-
quently, we who confume fo much tea, are the greateft dupes
of any nation in eurore. Had we virTuE or wiT enough to
abftain from TEa for a fhort time, were it only to try the expe-
riment, we fhould find that very little would be brought into
EUROPE ; and inftead of an ounce of filver for five or fix pounds
of tea, the cuiNese might accept of five fhillings value in our
woollen cLorh, in exchange for half a hundred weight of this
commodity.

With regard to the condu& and rasuion of the reft of man-
kind, in refpe& to tea; or the ufe of iNrusions which anfwer
the fame purpofe; as far as my knowledge goes, I will inform
you. The rrEncH drink coffee in abundance, which they pur-
chafe in Twrky in exchange for cloth: of late years they drink
tea, among the better fort of people, and it feems to increafe ;
but the whole is not a fifth part of what they have annually
brought home for fome years paft.—The unITED PROVINCES cOn-
fume more than a third part of what they bring home, viz. near
a million of pounds weight. During the osTEND cHINa trade,
the rranpERkINS confumed a confiderable quantity of TEa;
but the prefent poverty of the inhabitants of that country, di-
verts them from this expenfive cuftom.—The cermans drink
tea, but nothing to be compared with us, coffee being more in

ufe, and they pay for it chiefly with linen manufactures, and

other
4
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other native produce. Did you ever hear that the filver mines
of HaNovEr, or thofe of saxony, were exhaufted for the fake
of tea ?—The namsUrGHERS are great fugar-bakers, and many
of them rich and luxurious ; they confume tea in confiderable
quantities, for a city which contains only 118,000 inhabitants.
On the contrary, where fugar is dear and fcarce, there tea will be
drank very fparingly.—The russians are chiefly fupplied with
tea by their carravans from rexiN in exchange for their furs:
formerly it was of a very choice quality, but not fo at prefent.
What little is brought to them by fea, they buy of the panEs,
and pay for it in hemp, iron, and fuch like.—The rores, I be-
lieve, drink it ftill lefs than the russians.—Tea, I am told, is
very little ufed in 1TaLy.—And the span1arps drink coffee and
chocolate, the cocoa coming from their own dominions in AME-
rica.—The rorTUcuEsE alfo have both coffee and cocoa, from
their own territories in MARANHAO, and ufe very little tea. They
import fome from mAcao, their {ettlement in the river of canToN,
but it is confumed chiefly by the encLisH, and other foreigners
in riseon ;3 and tho’ coLp is well known to be their natural
produce, yet they are far from {quandering it away, on fuch
articles as TEA ; on the contrary, they, as well as the swebpgs,
have a fumptuary law prohibiting the ufe of it in apparel.

If we go into asta, or amongft the MmamommEDANS of EU-
ropE, we fhall find the rurks fipping their coffee ; but it is
produced within their own dominions.—The persians drink
coffee in {fmall quantities, which they alfo receive from moca,
and pay for it in their manufa®ures, They drink no tea, but
they have their therbets, their fiveet waters, acids, infufions of

cinna-
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cinnamon, and fuch like, which they ufe as an entertainment,
not as we do tea, at ftated hours, and all kinds of people wiTs-
our pisTINcTION. They pay the purcu for the cinnamon
partly in the filver which they receive for their raw filk, fold to
the Turks, or acquired by their commerce with the rNprans
but I believe much the greateft fhare in their drugs and manu-
factures.

The inpi1aNs drink tea, but not fo generally as we do, and
they pay the cainesk for it in pepper, tin, fandell wood, and
fuch like. I never heard that the arricans are debauched
with tea; and in the New worLp, I dare fay to oNE pound of
tea which aLL the other nations confume, in proportion to the
number of inhabitants, the sriTisa fubjeéts confume TweNTY.

Thus you fee how we lay the burthen of enriching cuina,
from whofe friendfhip or alliance we can expe@& no kind of
fuccour in time of danger, upon our own fhoulders, and make
ourfelves the pures of our own roLLy!

With regard to our immenfe confumption of tea in gene-
ral, we have been lately told, that rrance alone, has run on
the coafts of xenT and sussEx, 400 tons, making 896,000
pounds weight : but this is fo much exaggerated, one would
imagine it was thrown out with no honeft purpofe. ~What the
real quantity has been, I do not pretend to afcertain ; but from
the beft intelligence I can procure, and from what I fee of the
immenfe confumption, I make no doubt, that from rrance, the
UNITED PROVINCES, DENMARK, SWEDEN, and prussia, brought
in by fmuggling veflels, and veflels which {muggle, there has

N7 not
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not been a lefs quantity run in upon us from the orkNEYS to
the land’s-end, than two millions of pounds annually ; and
upon this I have made my calculation.

War is a great interruption to {fmugglers : the chief {cene of
their operations is now removed to DEVONSHIRE and CORN-
waLL, thefe counties being moft convenient for that NEsT—
the 1sLE oF ManN. You have heard, I fuppofe, that the reve-
nue of that ifland is computed at £ 7000, a&tually paid to the
proprietor, confifting partly of 5 per cent. on the value of riece-
coops, which are moftly iNp1an, and one penny on a pound
of tea. Foreign fhips carry the goods thither, whence they are
exported in {fmuggling curTEers, of which there are near one
hundred and fifty, belonging chiefly to the FrENcH : one may
fee forty of thefe, at a time, in the harbor of poucLas, in the
evening, and by next morning they are loaded and gone to the
coaft of encLanDd. They chufe dark nights for the purpofe,
and carry on an IMMENSE TRAFFIC.

With regard to 1rReLanD, I have heard it roundly afferted,
that no lefs a quantity than 1,300,000 pounds are expended in
that ifland ; but confidering that pusLiN, cork, and KINGsALE,
and particularly the firft, make the chief confumption, I can-
not conceive there is above 6 or 700,000 pounds weight im-
ported into that kingdom ; of which about one-fixth part only,
being of the beft fort of tea, is fent from LonDoN.

If to crREAT-BRITAIN and 1rRELAND, we add his mMajEsTY’s
AMERICAN dominions, I apprehend that all the EurorEaN na-
tions who trade to crina, have of late years LoapeD us with near

as
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as much as we bring from thence, viz. three millions of pounds
weight. This is not incredible, if we confider how much tea
is drank, and by how many channels it comes in through the
courfe of the whole year. Think what a glorious way we are
in, if we go on at the fame rate! Farewern. I am yours, &c.

| ] oM G L e @,
To the Jame.

MaDaM,

INCE we are engaged upon fo intercfting a fubjedt, it

{feems neceflary to make fome enquiries with regard to our
commerce with FrRance ; for the more the ballance is prefumed
to be againft us, the more deftructive is the article of TEa
which they run in upon us. I beg leave to afk thofe who en-
tertain the ronD opinion, that the ballance of our trade with
FRANCE is in our favor, or very little againft us, a few fimple
queftions, viz.

1ft. Whether fuppofing varue for vaLuk equal, either in our
LEGAL Or ILLEGAL commerce with rFrance, if fuch commodities
as LEAD, TIN, and Raw wooL are not of real ufe, and EssEnTI-
aLry beneficial and NEcEssary to the FRENcH ? And next what
fuch perfons think of the iNTrINsIC vaLUE of tea, brandy, and
cambrics, with regard to our confumption ?

2d. If we had the virtue to refrain from taking sucu com-
modities of the rrENcH, whether they would not be obliged to
pay us in GoLp and siLveR for the three articles juft mention-
Rr.-2 ed,
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c¢d, fuppofing they would {till obtain our wooL by fome means
or other?

3d. If large fums of our MoNEY in GoLD are not tranfport-
ed to rrance? And if they can trace out how fuch money re-
turns in the fame quantities ? And tho’ it is faid they melt down
our coin, whether there are not more guineas in rrance than
louis d’ors in ENGLAND P

4th. As many fine ladies, and many who are NoT fine
ladies, have knowingly and willingly worn rrEncH cambrics,
notwithftanding they are forbidden by the law: I therefore
demand, if you cannot pisTINGUISH FRENcH cambrics and
lawns from others, as they are fo nearly like our own manu-
fa&ures, if it would not be much to your honor, and the ad-
vantage of your country, to decline the ufe of all manufac-
tures which refemble thofe of rrEncH rLanDERs P—If what I
was told in caMBRrAY, two years fince, be yet true, the confump-
tion of cambrics in ENGLAND isas great as ever ; and in 1740 to
1743, we imported annually 67,416 pieces, worth about [ 2
each. I am fenfible, that unlefs individuals will ENpEVOR to
diftinguifh, or totally refrain from the ufe of thefe manufac-
tures, nothing can prevent their being run in upon us, But
if we could eftablifh a fathion to decline enTirery the ufe of
them, our looms would be employed in making LiNEN, and we
fhould fave vast fums, which we pay to foreigners for both
linens and cambrics ; tho” we muft not amufe ourfelves with
expectations that the cermans will take woollen manufactures
of us, unlefs we take {fome linens of them,

sth,
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sth. If FRENcH cambrics, and lawns, with lace, and occa-
fionally mice sturrs, trinkets, and all other manufatures,
amount to the fum of £ 200,000, is not this near equal to the
amount of all the manufactured goods which rrance takes of
us, one year with another, 1Np1a goods not excepted, granting
that thefe laft have fometimes amounted to great {fums? If the
negative of this queftion could be proved, the general propofi-
tion might ftill be fupported.

I have ever confidered it as a misfortune to this nation, that
no clear and well-attefted account of our commerce with
FRANCE is made out, fo great a part of it confifts in articles
which are contraband. In the LecaL way rrance takes of us,
muflins and other 1np14 goods, coals, tobacco, and horfes, to-
gether with the lead and tin juft-mentioned : the five laft are
consTANT articles, which they can hardly do without. We
take of them, in a LEGaL way, only wine and indigo; for the
laft of which, if we are attentive to the produce of caroLina,
we fhall fave £ 100,000 that we have annually paid to France.

With regard to 1LLecaL articles of ecommerce, the FrRENCE
take confiderable quantities of our ufeful and rich manufa&ures
of filk, printed callicoes, and sirmiNGHAM ware, but not
near to fuch amount as fome reprefent ; againft all thefe their
laws are extremely fevere. But if the advantage in manufac-
tures, or in legal commerce, were on our fide, it would not
compenfate for Tea, it would not be an equivalent for brandy ;
nor would it counterballance the injuries we fuffer by the raw
and comb’d wool they fteal from us. The smuccLers who are

con-
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concerned in this commerce, rob this nation to the quantity,
according to fome accounts, of fix to eight hundred packs an-
nually, the value of which is very great; if we confider FraNCE
as our rival in woollen manufactures. It is hard to fay, if the
wool we SELL to FRANCE, or the tea we Buy of her, is moft per-
nicious to us. What indignation muft it raife in the breaft of
thofe who have any fenfe of the love of their country, when
they confider what advantages we wantonly give to FRANCE in
one {hape or other! We ought to blufh at our want of fkill in
not finding more effe¢tual means to prevent it.

Thus we enable rrance to extend her commerce ; to breed
up feamen; to build fhips of war; to {upport the credit of
her 1npra company, and perhaps to involve us {oon in a very
dangerous and expenfive war. Thus we put a two-edged {word
into her hand ; and if providence has not more mercy for us,
than we have for ourfelves, I am perfuaded fhe will give us a
blow, which we fhall repent in fackcloth and afhes. I know
the rrenxcu have large refources independent of us; but the
greater thefe are, the more dangerous is our illicit commerce with
them, efpecially as they make £ 40,000 go as far in land forces,
as we do £ 100,000. Let them enjoy the advantages which
nature has given them; but they could not benefit fo much
by their cambrics if we did not wear them ; nor could they
carry on a trade to cuina above a thip or two, if we did not
buy the tea they bring home. ’Tis not long fince the FRENCH
had but Two cuiva fhips, and ’tis time we fhould endevor to
reduce them to two again.

We'
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We have been lately told that the rrExcr will fend no thips
this year to canTon : but who will believe it is that they are
not able to {ell their tea to us ; or that it coft too dear in crina,
as they pretend ? I rather apprehend, that rranNce means to
colle& all her maritime force with a view to fupport the war
againit thefe kingdoms with the urmosT vigor. If we confi-
der that the rrReNcH cuINA trade contributes little or nothing
to the royal revenues ; and that the tea fhe exporTs pays hardly
any thing, whillt ours pays three hundred and fifty thoufand
pounds to the government, will not rrance always under-fell
us, in a degree not to be refifted by smuccLers ? But is not this
a FAVORABLE OPPORTUNITY, if not an URGENT OCCASION, to try
by fome soLp and generous ftroke in politics, to follow the ex-
ample of the Frency, and fend no fhips to cuina, but convert
them into fhips of war, to be employed in proteéing the inNpia
trade? We muft keep a coop Look-ourt, or they will get to
the winDwaRD of us; and tNGaGE us with more advantage than
we fhall cain by Tra. The benefits which rrance muft de-
rive from fuch meafures, will protra& the war, and render it
infupportably expenfive to us; whilft the iffue of it will be the
more precarious. But were we to follow their example, we
might curb the excessive ufe of tea at home; and tho’ the
price of this commodity would, by this means, be run up in
favor of the easT-1np1a company, I can fee no iNjury in this,
but great Goop to the community. And if our fhips of war
now on the feas, with fome additional {loops, well ftationed, can
prevent {muggling from swepEN, DENMARK, PRUsSIA, and HOL-
Lanp, we (hall do our bufinefs completely. 2

$
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As to our legal and contraband trade with rrance, I am per-
fuaded the whovre ballance is at leaft £ 200,000. I muft repeat
to you, that an eminent banker in rarrs aflured me that it was
not lefs than £ 300,000 which the ExcLisH {pend annually in
FRANCE, in time of peace; I fuppofe he fhould have added rraLy
alfo : but granting it to be half fo much, thefe are fuch fums
in favor of FrancE, if {he had not greater mifchiefs in agitation,
{he might be glad to evade war with us for fome years to come
on this very account : and if we, like sampson, fuffer our rock
to be cut off, we muft be vanquithed in the ifflue. Our iniqui-
tics, in flying in the face of our laws by smuccLing, is be-
come our punifhment in a double capacity; firft, as it fo far
impoverithes and difqualifies us for war : and next, as it makes
{o dreadful a calamity as war NEcEssary, in order to check the
power of FrancE, and repair the injuries we have fuffered in
fo dangerous and hurtful a commerce.

Now I am upon the fubjed, I beg'leave to add two re-
marks, which I think of great moment : the firft is, that thofe
who buy {muggled goods, knowing them to be fuch, are,
with regard to the injury they do their country, sMuGGLERs.
The next is, that I have been acquainted with many perfons
of condition, of both fexes, whofe honor I had not the leaft
reafon to call in queftion in other refpe&s, who have been ar-
rant sMUGGLERs. As patriots they wifhed the Jaws might take
their courfe ; and, as far as humanity admits, they would look
on with PLEASURE, to fee fome kinds of fmugglers hanged ; and
yet thefe very people, without the leaft REmorse, would ros
the public, when the occafion offered, of the duties on things

for
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for their private ufe, as if they might do it with a good con-
{cience, under the condition of lofing the obje&, if furprized
in the fa&: not confidering it, in the leaft, as a violation of
laws, and that with refpeét to fmugglers who rive by the trade,
they are no MoRre nor LEss, than what rickrockeTs, who rob
occafionally, are to THiEVEs who plunder houfes. The compa-
rifon is grofs ; but, upon my worp, I can think of none fo well
adapted : the ok is a kind of petty LarceNy, the oruEr felony,
If you fhould be ever TEMPTED to trefpafs in this kind of rob-
bery, and to injure your country by fo bad an example, re-
member what I now tell you, Apieu. I am yours, &%,

L TYPrER XX
To the fasme.

-~ Mapam,

O U will eafily perceive that this TrREATISE upon TEa is a

DISSERTATION ON PUBLIC LovE.—DPerhaps I detain you
from the purfuit of more lively pleafures, and I beg yous
pardon ; but I cannot lay afide my pen without fome reflec-
tions on our prefent fituation with regard to the rusLic pesT,
to which I beg your ferious attention : the confideration of it is
more clofely conne&ed with my fubje& than you arc aware of,
and vou are peerLy interefted v tr. It is this which checks
the sTrENGTH and power of this nation, in which we have aLL
no TRIVIAL INTEREST | Men of MELANCHOLY OF DISCONTENTED
minds, think our profpe& is cLoomy ; and fo do fome who are
neither melanchely ner difcontented : but if we exert our na-
tural firength, the clouds are difpelled, ‘the profpec brightens,
and we look forward with joyful expeations to remoteft po-

ST fterity.
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fterity.  We muft remember, however, that virTue is the bafis
of happinefs to nations as well as to private men ; and tho’ this
is one of the great truths which many of us will neither HEAR nor
seg, we MusT correét ourfelves, and MERD our ways, or to all
human appearancg we fhall be unpone |

Whether the oppulence and reputation of this nation would
have rifen {o high, had no debt been contracted, is a queftion
more difficult to anfwer than many imagine. But whether we
{hould be in a better condition than we are now, was there no
debt in the cafe, anfwers itfelf. It is not difputed that we have
increafed in commerce, and improved in many other national
advantages, fince the firft contra&ing this debt; and I appre-
hend we have alfo increaled in wickednefs, or at leaft that we
make fo bad a ufe of our advantages, that they may be the cavse
of our unpoing. There is fome merit in public concerns, as
well as in the privaTe affairs of life, in feeking for reafons to
make a virRTuE of NEcEssiTY, and to difcover motives to renden
that eafy which is unavoidable. If by means of the debt, we
could maintain a mutual dependance, fufficient to counterpoife
a vicious sELFIsHNEss; and alfo promote the comrorT and
pase of individuals, whofe fituation will hardly admit of any
better manner of being {fupported, than by receiving intereft of
their money from the public, a MODERATE STANDING DEBT
might do us no greater harm than a moderate sTANDING ARMY,
If the former is lefs ealy to pay off, than the latter to nispanD,
it does not follow that either one or the other will ruin us.
But whilft we have fo many drains for our gold and filver, the
{fum annually due to foreigners, for the intereft of the money we
have borrowed of them, is a ForMIDABLE objet to us; yeteven |

this
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this has fome advantages alfo; it creates a dependance; it helps
to faften the bonds of union, and to fupport the BEinG, if not the
wELFARE of nations upon the folid foundation of mutual intereft,

It would be abfurd to entertain a thought of ravinG off the
{malleft part of our debt, during a war ; but we muft endevor
to prevent the increafe of it. This may appear as a romanTIC
enterprize, ’till we confider that the only way to preferve our-
felves even for the rrEsENT, is to guard againft FuTURE EvILs.
I do not think that peftilence or earthquakes are neceffary to
awaken us ; and tho’ war was never recommended to improve
the good fenfe or morals of a people, diftrefs may render us more
virtuous, and it may be alfo inftrumental to the opening our
eyes with regard to our poLrTrcaL intereft,

Notwithftanding what fome rorrricians aflert; if there is a
cobp who dire@s the affairs of mankind ; if he abhors falfe-
hood, it cannot be TruE.policy to proceed on principles which
are not founded in TrurH. What confolation is it, that the er-
rors and mifconduéts of nations, in their NATIONAL capacity, are
punifhable by Temporav evils 2 The pisTincrioN of pusLIc and
prIVATE in this cafe is fo nice, that one hardly fees the differ-
ence : and are not temporal evils, the evils we moft dread ? But
if we plead a political peceﬂ]ty of doing that which may involve-
individuals in diftrefs ; fo far as individuals arc induced by any
notion of policy, in plain oppofition to meorality, to be inftru-
mental to fuch diltrefs, {o far their punithment I believe will
not be TEMPoRAL only.

Some think they have made wonderful difcoveries, and tell
us that minifters of ftate calculate much on the vices, but very

S{ 2 little
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little on the virTuEs of a people. A wife minifter will cer-
tainly not calculate upon virtues which do not exist.  But we
fee that TruTH maintains its empire in the world : there are
rimes, efpecially in great extremities, when it darts fuch beams
of Licur, that men are comruLLED to confels its POWER, and
adore the ¢op from whom it rLows.

We muft grant that mankind are governed more by their
passions, than by their reason ; and it follows from that very
caufe, that a fkilful minifter will obferve which are the pal=
fions moft prevalent in the minds of the people, either in the
orDINARY courfe of their lives, or as they are affe@ted under
parTicULAR circumiftances,—The love of money, whether it
regards the raciNG thirft of avarice, or the FEVERISH HABIT
of Luxury, isaptto grow into a passioN. In neither of thefe
cafes, will a FreE people, in the gaiety or zeal of the heart, be
induced to cive any confiderable part of their riches, mever to
receive either principaL or INTEREsT. So long as they think
the rirsT can be fecured to them, and their children; and that
the vasT will remain as a conftant revenue for their own lives,
it muft be expected that they will be Tenacrous. But be-
caufe they are rreE, if once they fee themfelves in danger, the
RULING PAssioN will prevail, and they will thew a greater love
for their LiserTy, than for their money. The prefent objeé
of PLEASURE, or paIN, generally ftrikes moft forcibly. Horg,
as it refpe@s joys in reverfion, is a very sTronG, as well as a
very PLEASING paflion : but rragr, the fear of fuffering the de-
privation either of fortune, liberty, or life, will make a deepes
impreflion. Is it then ABsuRD to expe that thefe paflions, co-

2 _ operating
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operating with reafon, and fupported by the legal claims of the
public, will produce the effe&t defired ?

Let us be fenfible that it is extremely difficult for the ftate
to raife money by BorrowING ; and yet that very large fupplies
muft be obtained. Let us learn what our true fituation is, with
refpeét to the public debt, taking in the various conneétions of
the ftate. Let us fee clearly, that if the debt is increafed, the
debtor muft become more and more unqualified to pay. To
thefe confiderations let us add well-grounded apprehenfions of
the dangers and contingencies of war; that there is an ENemY
near our very doors, who, if he is not rereLLED, will bring all
into confufion, and annul the pesr ; and if we do not nuM-
sLE him, that he will humble us. In this fituation, is it not
REASONABLE to exped, that fuch confequences will be drawn
from fuch premifes, as will conclude in the moft happy, and
moft effectual fupport of our country, upon HoNEST princi-

plEE ?

Thus when we confider what calamities mankind are fubje&
to, and how they generally ac under them, may we not en-
tertain the warmeft expe@ations of fuccefs, if the trial is made
at a prorER feafon ? If we had no profpe& of deriving any tem-
poral advantages by pecrEAsING our debt, nor of preventing tem-
poral evils by preventing the incrEasE of it, I am afraid a fenfe
of MorAL obligation oxLy, would not anfwer the purpofe: and
yet thofe muft be ftupid as dirt, who do not difcover that
there is a pury to the pusLic incumbent on them ; and confe-

quently that some regard is due to our fellow-fubjects, who are
the
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the rustic fo far as they are the creditors in queftion. Fare-
wetL. I am yours, &c. |

L EVT IER 0T
To the Jame.

MADAM,

YOU muft be fenfible, that notwithftanding the great

riches of this nation, the debt we labor under is ‘a ron-
prous BURDEN., Tho’ the princrraL has been a little reduced
fince the late war, by means of the reduction of intereft, yet
the laft ftill devours near one third part of our revenues; and
if we do not condué ourfelves with great {kill and circumfpec-
tion, fuch a charge on us muft circumfcribe our meafures, with
regard to war, blaft our blooming glories, and rob us of the
means of obtaining a fecure and honorable peace.

It has been a general received notion amongft political arith-
meticians, that we may increafe our national debt to one hun=
dred millions; but they acknowledge that it muft then ceafe
by the debtor becoming bankrupt. It is obvious, to the meaneft
obferver, that the more the debt is increafed, the greater the
difficulty will be in paying off the leaft part of it. And I be-
lieve there is no confiderate man who does not forefee, as clearly
as any thing of this nature can be forefeen, that the debt muft
fink at laft, if we go on mortgaging our pofleflions. If the
object mortgaged could fall into the hands of the morTGAGEE,
the morTGAGER would exert him{elf to pay off the debt¥ but the
man of land eftate flatters himfelf that he is under no crEATER
obligation than he who has no land eftate, or indeed than him

who
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who has no eftate atall, that is, under no obligation. This is con-
trary to the nature of the compact, it being prefumed that the
public, for whofe fupport the money was paid, being conftituted
of individuals, thofe individuals borrowing, upon the principles.
of common juftice, ftand bound to the lender. Nor is the na-
ture of the thing altered in the leaft, becaufe many are pesTORS
for their proportion who are alfo creprtors, If my fhare of
the public debt comes to £ 500 ; if I have £ 5000 in the public
funds, I am a creditor of the public for £ 4500.

It is very difficult to comprehend, that if we do not ftop at
feventy-five millions, where we fhall ftop. If we go on to ninety
or a hundred millions, there will be the fame reafon, in cafe
of war, to run ftill pEereRr in debt. Though the obje& is al-
ready of {uch vaft importance, I hope it is not yet in great dan-
ger ; nor do I apprehend the plea of NEcessiTy will {upercede
a {enfe of moral obligation, with regard to the ricuT of indivi-
duals, unlefs the Times fhould grow wogrse than they are. But
if ever the debt reaches to ninety or a hundred millions, the
nation will be in danger of finking under the burden, or be
obliged to throw it off ; and it is a lefs evil that rirry THOU-
sanD fubjeés fhould be reduced to BeGGary, than ten millions
of people receive the law from an Exemy, and with the fubver-
fion of their conftitution, give up their LiserTY and RELIGION.
If we refolve, 1N DUE TIME, We may eafily avoid thefe- calami-
ties. It is no trivial concern, and I fhall think it a happy pre-
fage of ghe favor of heaven to this nation, if we enter foon inte
the ferious confideration. of it.

We
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We are not fure we fhall be able to run deeper in debt,
to provide for the exigencies of the ftate. As in PRIVATE
life there is too much reafon to believe men are generally over-
taken in their vices, tho’ they INTEND to repent; fo we may
eafily commit a fatal error in calculation, if we indulge our-
{clves in the vice of procraftinating the confideration of the
ruscic welfare. It is hard to fay what fums we fhall be
asLE to borrow ; but the queltion is, if it will not be greatly
for the advantage of the proprietors of the public funds, to
make known their defire to anticipate the general intentions
of the legiflature for the fafety of the nation, and importune
their REPRESENTATIVES, for the vriBerTy of paying their
quora’s annually, (exclufive of the prefent taxes) fufficient
for the current fervice ? It is impoflible the people in gene-.
ral can be ignorant that it is their iNnTEREST to fubmit to
heavy taxes, rather than leave the nation unprovided with great
flects, and great armies. Nor can the proprietors of the funds, -
in PARTICULAR, be infenfible of the danger of plunging their
debtor fo deep, that it may be impoflible to EmerGE. Is
it not more eligible to Give fifteen or twenty millions extra-
ordinary, if the ftate thould, in the courfe of four or five years,
require fo much, if by this means we can {fecure SEVENTY-FIVE
MILLIONS ; than LEND. fiftéen or twenty at the great hazard of
lofing NINETY or an HunprED millions ? Befides, the varue of
the feventy-five will be equal to the ninety-five : by prevent-
ing the increafe of the debt, we prevent the increafegof taxes
for payment of the intereft on fuch debt, whillt every thing we
consume will be cugar, in proportion as the taxes in general
are LIGHT, | When
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‘When propofitions of an important nature are treated in a
trifling manner, it muft give pain to every thinking man: it
feems to prove that we are determined to exert our INGENUITY
to peceive ourfelves. I am afhamed to hear fome men of
reputed underftanding talk wantonly, and contradi&t them-
{elves, They tell us, * the fum of eighty millions, at three
“ per cent. intereft, is really no greater a pesr than forty mil-
“ lions at {ix per cent.”’; and yet they confefs that the debt is
too large, and that rarT of it ought to be paid off as foon as
poflible. They fay further, ¢ if the ftate thould be ever necef-
¢ {itated to make ufe of the intereft of this money, the prin-
¢ erpaL may ceafe to be of any value.” Surely then the GreaTER
the principal is, the creaTeEr muft be the fufferings of thofe
who lofe it : or the more inTEREsT there is to pay, the more
precarious fuch intereft will become,

I will endevor to keep within the compafs of what I com-
prehend : I have no inclination to enter into a detail of all the
eviLs that may befal us on account of this debt, nor of thofe
which save befallen us already on this account. It is the cu-
ftom of mankind to have but little reverence for what they
clearly underftand. Our debt is involved in mMysTERY to thofe
who will not give themfelves the trouble to think about it:
and the reafon of this is, that a right comprehenfion of the
cafe may open their eyes againft their wiLL; it may oblige
them to reduce their expences, and therefore they wiLL ~or be
undeceived. Abftra&ted from all ParTY INFLUENCE, Or private
paflion, let us confider it calmly, and we fhall foon difcover
danger if we increafe our debt ; we ought therefore to ufe‘ex-

A traor-
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traordinary, tho’ not illegal methods to raife money : and let us
do it whilft our circumftances will admit of THINKING coolly
and deliberately. Men are apt to {ee things in different lights,
at different times : let us not truft ourfelves in what manner
we fhall think and at under a prefling neceflity. * Lead us
¢ not into temptation,” ought to be our prayer in poLrTICAL a8
well as RELIGIOUS concerns,

The caufes which have prevented our paying off any confider-
able fums in time of reace, feem to make ftrongly againft in-
creasING the debt in time of war. Amongft various motives
which have occafioned an indifference to what amount this
debt is carried, fome have reafoned themfelves into a belief, that
they fhould be unpone, if they were under a neceffity of re-
ceiving their money ; and imagine, the pEepEr the public is in
debt, the seTTER fecurity they fhall have of its REmaiNiNG their
debtor: and in owne fenfe they are certainly in the right. It
has been alfo thought a mysTERY, if feventy-five millions were
paid off, how the proprietors of the money could pisrose of it.
People reafon as if the wrore would be paid into the hands of
individuals in coLp and siLver. As there is Now no BORROWER
without a LENDER, nor sELLER without a BuvYER, they appre-
hend that {eventy-five millions of money would become a peap
stock oN HaND, They do not confider that there would
not be a fingle fhilling more money in the nation than there is,
tho’ the fums perosiTep in the bank might circulate. Seventy-
five millions is not one TENTH part of the computed value of
our national ftock ; and tho’ for the very reafon that great con-
VENIENCE accrues to MANY, by having their money in the pub-

lic
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lic funds, many might fuffer inconventeNces, for a time, by
its being paid into their hands; yet it is obvious, that as pri-
vate men, be their fortunes ever fo large, where induftry, {kill,
and commerce are encouraged, employ their money; a greater
number of people, under the fame circumftances, may keep
their whole ftock in motion alfo, tho’ with fome change of
objedts.

If the debt was paid off, money would be at a cHEarer in-
tereflt to individuals; thofe who now pay rive, might obtain
it for THREE per cent. confequently more money would be
thrown into trade, notwithftanding it is imagined there is al-
ready too much. Debts would be paid off by Lorps and Gen-
TLEMEN, which are Now tran{mitted down as an incumbranee on
their pofterity : souses would be built, which have Now no ex-
iftence, not even in imagination : arts and mechanics, of every
kind, would be encouraged more: ~ew kinds of induftry and
new employment would arife : our Lanps would be more im-
proved and cultivated : all confumptions would be cuearer,
becaufe the Taxes which now raife two and a half millions for
the payment of iNTerEsT, would be annihilated. Who can

doubt that we thould, upon the whole, be a happier people |

But as this event is at a very great diftance, we may purfue
our plan for preventing the increafe of the debt, without lofinga
moment’s time about what part fhall be paid off, or when. Iam
fuppofing a war, and thatit will call for large fupplies ; and 1
take for granted, of the Two eviLs, the LeasT is to prevent, the
augmentation of the debt : this can be done only by raifing {uch
fums as are neceflary for the ANNUAL cURRENT sERVICE within

: Tta the
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the year. On this point feems to hang the werrare of our
country. It is now a long time fince we have raIsED coNTRI-
suTioNs on the ftate, by the large fums we have reccived in
INTEREST, and our expences have been proportioned to our
incoMme : but we do not find that privATE vices are pusLic be-
nefits, or that by this expenfive way of life, fuch advantages
bave reverted to the ftate, as to INCREASE ITS POWER, Or even
to enable it to fupport itfelf on the same pLan. On the con-
trary, the public is poor, therefore we muft ABrIDGE our Ex-
PENCES, and pay contributions to the ftate, inft