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General view of the defign. Reafons for communicating thefe thoughts, Ge-
neral view of life. The application to the fubjelt.

to be carried into execution. The more I think of the objects of it,

the more I am convinced of the propriety of your defign. 1 apprehend
you mean—1. To induce women, who have lived as proffitutes, to forfake their
evil courfe of life.—2. To open a retreat for them, where they may paf§
their time in comfort and fafety, under no other confinement than fuch as
fhall be abfolutely neceflary for their own prefervation, and what themfelves
fhall have voluntarily confented to, without any legal power. 3. To
employ them in the moft ufeful manner, both for themfelves and the com-
_munity! and by rendering them pious, induftrious, and frugal, prepare them
for a comfortable fettlement in the world. 4: To eftablifh {uch regulati-
ons and ceconomy as fhall at once feclude them, for a proper time, from
any evil communication, and give them fuch habits as fhall recom-
mend them to the fober part of mankind. 5. To treat them with fuch
regasd, as fhall convince them that nothing more is meant than their own
happisefs ; and yet avoid fhowing any fuch indulgence as fhall tempt the
evil-minded to abufe the charity, or which may difqualify thofe who are
seally penitent, from procuring a maintenance by virtuous induftry when
they {hall return into the world. 6. To ddmifs them whenever it fhall
appear for their fervice; but not till they (hall have acquired fuch habits
a3 promife fair to fecure them from the fatal effe@s of idlenefs ; nor *till after

A2 they

IT is with the higheft fatisfaction I fee the plan of your charity is ready
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they fhall have entitled themfelves to fuch a certificate of their good beha-
viour, as will recommend them to ufeful and reputable employments.

7. To appropriate fuch a fhare of the produce of their indufiry to them,
with the addition of fuch other bnu'nty, as fhall be thought due to their
merit, as may enable them to live with honor and reputation. — 8. To con-
duét this charity in fuch a manier, that it thall be confidered as a favor to
be accepted ; and, confequently, totally inconfiftent with the notion of
imprifonment.

It will be a. glrious tafk, indeed, to co-operate with. heaven, as fa;; as
blind and: indigent mortals can imitate their Maker, 'in curlng aa&ﬁﬁof
the mind, much more fatal than frenzy, *We are told, that ¢ sheiprice gf 2
good woman is. beyond gold.”  The fincerefl joys of life-indeed  flow  from
the conduct of wirtuous women ; and the acuteft miferies from the vivious
part of the fex. If you can convert dad women into geod ones, it'will
be a work worthy the applanfe of Angels, 'who rgjoice at the converfion of
Sfinners : and 1 hope the confcioufnefs of your good intentions will advance
your own happinefs, as:the effects of }raur PIEI:,F will neceﬁ'anly ptomnta
the felicity of etbers. o T 3 - Mmoo & 30l

shislse Tt ioncoam bogeso

How unwc:arthy 15 that life which has not the good of manklnd for its
ruling principle! And how joyfully dohis days pafs, to whomiaclofe at-
tention to the welfare of his country, at once furnifhes the moft interefting
employment, and the moft delightful emufement. Happy were it; ifmen in
general could bring themlelves to this turn of mind : Pice and Folly'svould
then have but little footing in the world. It'is' with ‘this defire,'T' would
gladly catch fome flecting hours, retired from noife'and buftle, to'‘edathine
my fubje®, as far as my thoughts will lead me, confiftently with the de-

ol gy,
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ﬁgn I'am the more induced to make this my tafk, not having yet feen it
handled with fo much ferioufnefs, as I think it deferves ; and though there
are many more able pen-men than T}-lef, the fubje® may not affe& them
at all, or not in the fame manner as 1t does me. 1 intend to fet it in
different points of view; that, whilft it affords you fome entertainment,
PSﬂ'fbly it :flila}f reach the bearts, as well as the underflandings, of our
fellow-citizens.

It is a common obfervation of very bufy, and of wery idle © men, that
people are 100 indolent 10 read. 1 apprehend this to be a great miftake ; for
if it were H'Fé, there could never be fuch armies of writers and feriblers
we could never pretend that the prefs {upports our liberty ; nor could we
“be fo learned and inquifitive a nation. Is there a fubje& we do not trace
from its very firtt principles ? Even the abfurdities which writers fall into,
often lead to the truth. It is certain, there are many who have not, and
many more who zbink they have not, kifire to read; but, even thefe pin
their faith chiefly on the report of thofe who criticife books; or, on
thofe who examine if they contain any inftru@ion. And as no fubjet
*has come before us, for a long time, fo mew as this, and yet fo inferefi-
g, fome parts of it not perfectly underftood, and others liable to be
'ni'iir'tﬁki:n, I confefs I fhall think the time I devote to this purpofe well
me@ed what I have already advanced on the fubjec, under different
_fﬂtms will fender the tafk the more eafy to me.

We are all candidates for comfort, eafe or happinefs! ‘Wc all long for
fume diftant good; and Heaven knows we «/l have nced of mercy! To
Teirn what we ocught to do to pleafe our Maker, and howto thun what-

t'f:r may offend him, is the only concern of life which, in' ffriéZ propriety
. ] of
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of language, demands our conffant attention : it is that momentous bufinefs
which, as we zealufly purfue, or carelefsly negledt, ftamps the characer of
wifdom on' the eardlefs boy, or of folly on the boary bead —What fhall I
do t0 be faved ? — How fhall I moft effectually ferve my 'God, my country,
and mankind ? — This was not the queftion of a hermit, contented to be
paffively virtuous, but of one whofe bufy {pirit engaged him in the adfive
fcenes of life; of one who had the happinefs to behold the Meffiab, with
his_own eyes, and was anxious to give the higheft proof of the moft fin-
cere obedience to him, as his Sovereign, his Lawgiver, and his Saviour.
The queftion he afked is, indeed, that which points out the true diftin¢ti-
on between the dufy wife man, and the bufy fool ; between him who em-
ploys the talents God has intrufted him with, and him who fquanders them
away on frifles—Riches and honors do not always attend the -paths of
the virtuous, nor yet of men of underftanding ; but ftill, whilt we make
a true eftimate of life, we fhall clearly difcover, that virtue and uudcrﬁan&,
ing, which, in a religious fenfe, mean one and the fame thing, are fo_:{:'-
fential to us, that without themall is wanity indeed!

We fee in the perfons of others, that our days are truly but as fhadews
that depart, or as a dream awbhen one awaketh 3 yet {till we are apt to doat on
this world, We believe that the foul is immortal; we are convinced that
there is a flate of happinefs, and of mifery, after death ; and yet how fel-
dom do we a&, in all refpelts, agreeably to fuch belief! This would be the
greateft of all wonders, if we were not equally fenfible of the frailties of
human nature, and of the delufions we fo often fall into. -~ At the fame time:
we are compelled by reafon, and the laws of our own minds, as well as
by faith in the attributes of the invifible God, to acquit bim with re-
gard to the duties which he requires of us.  And tho' weak and indigent,,

yet
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yet when we contemplate the amazing properties of the foul, and confider
the wonderful frame of the body, we muft entertain a reverence for our-
felves, efpecially when we find that it is the fenfibiiity of our weaknefs which
[puts.us on our guard; it is this that a//irés the pride to which our depravity
fo much inclines us; it bumbles the foul ; we confefs our dependence ;
we profirate ourfelves, and adore the hand that made us!

* Thus, in fpite of our imperfeGions, in fpite of the confcioufnefs of our
infirmities, we march on, and afpire at a much higher glory, than earthly
Jplendor, or the applaufe of men. Though {o many of us fweas under a lad
of ewvils, yet we are flill fupported: a confidence in a future ftate of hap-
pinefs, makes us maflers of the world. Wifdom teaches us to value life,
but it inftruts us alfo to confens to die ; and death feems far preferable to
a répugnance. to the will of Heaven. ‘The srue philofspher, as well as
the frue foldier, fubmits to difcipline, and follows his leader, He knows
it to be at once his duty, and his honor, 0 obey. He feels the force of
truth : he exults in the reflexion that he is aéting right; and whether he

teiumphs, or is led in chains, he looks forward to the world unknown, ftill
perfuaded, that he (hall one day be happy!

Such are the heights to which the rative greatnefs of the foul conduéts
'us. But, alas, it is equally true, that we are apt to give way to the foli-
citations of our fenfes: pleafure, with delufive fmiles, often tempts us to
' defert our poft. Paffion, or appetite, fancy, or opinion, mifreprefeots
things to us, and either flatters us into a belief of that which has 7o ex-
iflence, or entices us to purfue thofe feeting joys, which lead to pain and
Jorrowo, Hence it follows, that fome cverlook, and fome defpife the

great
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great law of life 5 whilft many an unhappy mortal, is grafping at the, fran-
fient moment, at the utmoft bazard of efernity !

If life is thus pregnant with evils, and if this is the gemeral ftate of it, he
who underftands human nature beft, will moft readily compaffionate thefes
whofe fituation having carly expofed thém to temptations, are now groans
ing under the miferable bondage of vice ; and are either tormented with an-
xious_forebodings, or fieeping with fecurity, on the verge of perditiant We -
know, that « offences muf} come, but woe to thofe by whaom they come.” . Let
him to whom God has given power, exer? that power to prevent theevil L
He who fearches into the heart, will foon difcover the defets of ig; andthe
moft ready way to find the remedy for fuch defeéls, is to bel perfuaded
that there is hardly any evil without its remedy. As creatures/ of one
common nature, we are bound to take care of each other : the effence
of religion confifts in it: and for this'end we' were fent. into the world:
Nothing can be more obvious than-this, fince even the Soniof God hims
felf appeared on earth, .charged with a' commiffion to  fave mankind,’ upon
condition of their repentance. It is very apparent, that we are not to con-
fine our regards to the prefent time; and the precarions events of human
life ; our concern muft be extended to another deing : the higheft promifes
are made to him that is inftrumental ‘to the fulvation of otherss and
what man can with to fuccour the naked and the hungry, and not' grafp
at the golden opportunity of faving a foul from everlafling perdition! 0ol

i I Wr:
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The praiticablenefs of this undertaking. The force of babit. Motives to this
charity derived from a belief of the chriflian religion. Fatal confequences of
the Libertinifin of the common people. Senfe of [fhame remarkable in fome
women. Notions of bonor amongll women of education. Complaint of the
awant of people. Prallice with regard to marriage. Some caufes of there
being fo many common profiitutes.

H E moft penctrating among{t men, can fee but a little way; and

means, the beft contrived, are not always adequate to the end : yet
as human nature is {lill the. fame, and as the promifes of divine affiftance are
not withdrawn, the fame caufes will, probably, produce the fame effects ;
and if that which has been done in one inftance, may be expected in many,
you have a ftrong foundation to go upon.

Hatlit is the axis on which life turns. To acquire good Pabits, and to
~ correct badones, is the fum and the amount of life. By Aabir we a& as if we
were in earneft with God and men; and by babit we become ¢riflers in our com-
merce with heaven and earth. Nay more, by habit we abandon ourfelves
to the gratification of fenfe and appetite, and even exceed the bounds which
are prefcribed to brutes: and by babit we are led to act agreeably to the
dignity of our own nature, and to purfue what is fit to be done for the

attainment of our proper happinefs.

B To
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To bring thofe back to a fenfe of virtue, who have been long accuftomed
to banifh reflexion ; or, in other words, to give a babit of piety to fuch perfons
as have contratted ftrong habits of impiety, is a hard tafk ; but, if pro-
per means are ufed, ;we fhall be infenfibly led into a better opinion of hu-
man nature, than is generally entertained. And fince divine providence
now feems to point out the probable means of relieving penitent profiitutes,

it is our dury to try fuch means, and to truft in the affiftance of that God
awbofe mercy is over all bis works.

Divines and philofophers are not yet perfectly agreed, how far virfwe is
natural to the foul of man; and yet it is confefled, that man is by nature
a reafonable being, and that reafon declares againft every thing we believe to
be vicious. Whatever name we give to the propenfity in queftion, we know
that nothing unhinges the whole frame, and diftempers the fou/, as well as
the body, more, than giving up ourfelves to an unlawful gratification of
this appetite. The exprefs command of God, both in the /iteral fenfe, as.
well as the fpirit of the chrifiian law, fixes the conditions. Thofe who
have kept alive any fparks of their native modefly, and are not given up, to.
what the royal prophet emphatically calls an smpudent mind, will ever la-
ment that 7legal commerce, which is produltive of fo much mifchief :
and as it is the duty of men, it will ever be their bonor, toendevor to reftore:
things to that erder, which the God of nature certainly intended they
Jhould be in ; namely, that reafon thould prevail over paffion and appetite.

Every alt of general beneficence carries with it fome evidence of a reli-
gious difpofition, but yours requires a- more than common zeal and vigi-.
lance. And though your enterprize may be confidered as a- fecular con-
cern, youare, in falt, atting the part of champions for your religion.. 'Whilft:

you
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you remember you are clriffians, look back and fee how many thoufands
have died in battle; how many have fallen facrifices to cruelty ; and, thank
Heaven, that many are yet ready fo die, in fupport of the reputation of
that book of laws, in which we are told, no fornicator, adulterer, or
unclean perfon, fball enter into the kingdom of beaven. The words are ex-
plicit, and free from ambiguity : reject the authority of this book, and
there is an end of the chriflian religion. We all know, that by the fame
feripture it is likewife faid, that if we repens of our fins, and give timely
and fincere proof of our repentance, we fhall be pardoned. —Shall the om-
ﬁg'fi‘imr Ged make a /aw, and will men, who pretend to delieve in him, and
to love bim with all their bearts, be idle {peQators of the violation of that
law? Or, fhall be offer conditions of pardon, and we not countenance and
recommend fuch conditions with all poflible care and attention ?

How truly melancholly is the fituation of that chriffian country, where

a great number of people have fo worn off a fenfe of their religi-
on, as to adopt notions and cuftoms which the followers of Mabommaod
are athamed of. There is apparently fuch a neglect of this divine prohibi-
tinn,‘ that the word of God feems to be of no effecl.  Something is wanting
to bedone! Under our prefent cuftoms there is reafon to fear, that the fa-
cred records in general, will grow into confempt. Molt other breaches of
the divine law are umpremeditated, or committed under a confcioufnefs of
the guilt, but this is done, not only premeditatly, but feemingly without
any fuch confcioufnefs. Vice is become fo cheap, and the fpirit of modefty
at fo low an ebb, among many common pecple, that it is hard to fay,
how far thefe aéts of uncleannels may be carried ; nor what mifchiefs they
may produce. As wifdom begins with the fear of God, the want of this
fear bas introduced fuch ignorance, that many /feem to have'loft all fenfeof
B 2 duty,



[ 12 ]

duty, in the a*tic:le'uf continence. Let us try then if we can prevfcnt
Jome of the calamitous effe@s of this excels, in which both the fexes, and
the virfuous, as well as the vicious, are fo frequently involved.

It feems to be acknowledged, that the common people, efpecially the
inhabitants of London, are more abandoned than their fore-fathers were ;
and among the higher clafies, many refinements in vice, and various me.-
thods of carrying on the #rade of lufl, are introduced, to which our anceftors
were flrangers. At the fame time it is worth obfrving, though not as a
foundation to build upon, that the fenfe of frame is fo ftrong in the breafls
of fome of our women, that it has betrayed them into a more borrible crime
than the iniquity complained of ; witnefs the murtbers that have been com-
mitted on infants, with no other view, than to conceal an i/egal amour, at
once demonftrating a fad diftin&ion, between thofe who have tranfgreffed
in fecret, and thofe who fin in the face of the fun ; that one crime natu- -
rally follows another, and that the fear of men is exceedingly ftronger than
the fear of Ged.

Whilft we contemplate this difference in guilt, we may obferve in
the charaéters .of women in higher life, whofe parents have been careful of
them, that there is, amongft us, 2 more exalted fenfe of honor, and a truer
notion of duty as grounded on the folid foundation of religious principles,
than are generally to be met with among(t the women of other countries.

The good propofed by your undertaking is obvious in fo many refpeéts,
that I hardly know where to begin, nor where I fhall end my praife of it. Firfl,
ifyou can {top the progrefs of thofe difeafes, which are fo fatal to the human
{pecics, you will fave a.number of fubje@s to the Rate. Nexr, if you can

check



oy ]

check libertini{m, you will not only prevent great mifery, but alfo great con-
Jufion among the lower claffes of the people : and /aflly, in proportion as
you leffen the number of profitutes, it may be prefumed that the number
of marriages will increafe, as well as the number of fouls faved.

Whether it arife from an fnordinate defire of augmenting our wealth, or
from any opinion how much greater things might be done, were our num-
bers greater, but we frequently complain of the want of inhabitants.  If it is
true that we want people, the remedy feems to be in our own hands ; I
mean, if we affift the virtoous, countenance foreigners, and encourage
wmatrimony. So far from purfluing any fuch rules, we refine upon poli-
.Iir.‘;, and, forfaking the laws of God,. we follow our own inventions,
‘teaching the common people to do the fame. We fay the foldier (hould
not marry, that he may be the more ready to go to war; and the
Jailor will be nothing but a fazlor, therefore it is in vain to encourage him
to fpeﬁd any part of bis time on flore, in attending the care of a family.
Thefe men are, indeed, left to their own inclinations, which, God knows,
are generally bad enough: but we carry the thing farther, for we adopt it
‘asa part of family-policy, that domeflics (hould not marry, and they are too
often turned out of fervice forit, as if they had by this aé, forfeited their
right to any farther countenance and protettion as fervants.

As to the praltice of a great part of the common people in the country, it
is well known that numbers of them come together firfl, and marry affer-
wards, i they think proper, which rarely happens, in any other cafe,
than that of the woman proving with child. In a partsal and contracled
view of things, the pra&ice of not marrying till 2 woman is pregnant, may
not appear altogether rmpolitic 5 but, in reality, it is big with the greateft

mifchiefs.
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mifchiefs. It is not only a great fcandal to us, as believers in Chriff, butit
- wears off the impreffions of the difgrace of illegal love 5 and muft, in the if=
{ue, be attended with many pernicious confequences,

Thefe, among many others, are the caufes that our ftreets {warm with
proflitutes; and, as if the diftinGion, between the 7ational, animal, and the
brute were defiroyed, and the facred inftitution of marriage exploded, fuch ex-
cefles are committed as are fhameful to recite. 'What then is to be done !—If
nations of private convenience, or falfe maxims, induce men in higher life to
decline marrying ; if the gratification of wvanrty, or artificial wants, is pre-
ferred to the order of nature, and we defpife that fimplicity of manners
which is the only true fource of happinefs: if the bulk of the people are
really foolifo or impious, the fironger reafon arifes to endevor to prevent
fuch crowds of females becoming the prey of penury and difeafe. Let us fuccour
thofe who defire to be delivered out of their fad condition. And, if mar-
riage is the fource of almoft every relation that is dear or facred, every one
who zbinks fo, muft fee that it is a zoble tafk to promote your defign. If we de-
liver a number of young women, in the pride of their youth and charms,
from the vilg# of all kinds of flavery, and prevent their being Jacrificed at the,
altars of pollution, will it not fo far promote virfue and indufiry, with beauty
and ffrength to defend the produce of our labors > Will it not fo far preferve
us from the fad effe@s of thole impurities, which not only efface the im-
preffions of moral reitude, but alfo prey on our very vitals?

SECTIQ_N
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The temptations to which young women are expofed. The infamons conduét of
- many debauckees. Complaints of women with regard to the laws of bonor.
« Wanity, and the love of admiration, great enemies to cbaflity. Opinion of

the want of principles in women, injurious. The cruel treatment of

profiitutes.  The dangerous confequences of feducers, particularly in the cha-
raller of bawds. :

T HE deeper we examine this fubje&, the more we fhall fee how tru-
ly humane, and pratically confiftent, your defign is,

Of the whole race of Aﬁam, there are furely none who ftand in greater
need of afliftance, than thefe unhappy women. Can there be greater ob-
jects of commiferation, than thofe thoughtlefs girls, who are hurried into
ruin by temptations, to which they have been expofed, againft their znten-
- tions; and experience, as well as charity, bids us think there are many, un-
der thefe circamftances. No woman, being young or handfome, can be too
fecure; but youth and beauty are things, which we muft not expe& the
poffeffors will conceal.  The impreflions of religion and modefty go a great
* way, but if thefe young women are not guarded by otbers, how ill qualified
do too many of them prove in guarding themfelves, efpecially when they
are furrounded by fnares, the moft artfully, the moft induitrioufly laid, by
shofe who make a frade of warring againft them. —— When women of
aducation, who are fuppofed to be the guardians of . their own honor, tref-,

pafs,,



[t T9s 2

pafs, it is the greater thame; but the poor and 7gmorant are generally lefs
fecure againft fuch formidable feducers. What contrivances will not a
depraved mind fuggeft to accomplith its end ? Where men are endowed
with fuperior faculties, and poffefs all the advantages which education and
fortune afford, if they will proftitute their bonor to gratify their appetite, ma-

ny will become their prey.

The diftin&@ions of fortune, do not alter the rights of mankind. Butwhen a
man forgets the great law of doing as be would be done by, itis not furprizing
he fhould debauch kis meighbour’s daughter, at the very time that an offer
of marriage with bis own, would be deemed the higheft infolence : yet fuch
are the inconfiftencies men fall into! And what can be faid of thofe who
pretend to bonor and juffice, and yet, after gratifying their inclinations, ex-
pofe her to every kind of mifery, to whom they profefled the fincereft love ?

How many are engaged by promifes, or by words which men of honor un-
derltand as promifes, which they never intended to fulfil, or donotin the leaft
regard. We muft acknowledge this to be a common evil, but the commonefs
of it does not change its nature in the. leaft. If the condu& of the gentle-
sian is of a worfe tendency to the general welfare, than that of the porser,
he is fo much a worfe member of fociety : and it is not enough that thefe
violators of the divine law, muft expet a day of refribution, it is the part
of the virtuous, and fruly brave, to maintain the warfare of life, that where

iniquity cannot be reftrained, the /eaf? offender may not be the moff punifhed,

But whilft women juftly complain of the condud of men, in contriving
the means of gratifying themfelves at the expence of their mifery, they

muft not murmur, that the Jows of bonor, in regard to chaflity, are fo
much
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much lefs rigid towards men, than to their own fex. 'The diffinstion is

very plain ; nor doss it in the leaft preclude the due confideration of what
buman nature is, more than what the duties of religion are,

1f wirtue is the fupreme happinefs of accountable beings, that ftate of
life which renders virtue the moft eafy, is the beff. Therefore if fear, and
a fenfe of fhame, operate as ftrongly as any other paffions, it maft follow,
that in proportion as women are more awed by fear and fhame, than men,
they are more bappy than men, She who argues from the condu of men,
as if example could warrant /ibertinifm, contradiCs reafon and common fenfe,
as well as religion, Therefore, upon the face of this argument, however
unequal the judgment of the world may feem, it would be dangerous to fo-
licit for a rever/e of it. And whatever may be thought, by thofe who are
more inclined to find motives for deviating from the paths of virtue, than
good reafons to walk fteadily in them, it is more eafly to smagine, than ex-
prefs, the effects of a change of cuftom and opinion, even upon this very
principie,' that the crime in queflion is, in the fight of God, the f[ame in both

Jexes,

The remedy of this evil is, in fome meafure, in our own hands. If balf
as much pains was taken to imprefs the minds of the female world with juft
notions of their condition, and how to deport themfelves with bumiiity, as
there is to feed their wanity, we thould not fee fo many vitims offered to in-
continency. Fauity, and the love of admiration, have hurried more women
into perdition, than all the other devices of the devi/, or man. Adulation
intoxicates men, but admiration turns the brains of women : and fond notions
of dominion, have often perverted their hearts, till, like 7yrants, they abufed
their real power, and fell a facrifice to thofe whom they might have go-

L verned,
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wered.” Beauty feldom fails of fuccefs, if it is attended with good fenfe
and ‘modefty. ‘The Italians fay, a bandfome girl is born married ; but
this is not always true of the varn, and flill lefs of the profiigate.

In tracing 'effec?s back to their caufes, it feems very reafonable to conclude,
that many of thefe unhappy proftitutes, might have been in the full enjoy-
ment of all thofe comforts which their natural advantages would have af-
forded them, had they been properly confidered by men, and well /nffrudted.
By this means they might have been reconciled to the condition in which
providence had placed them. = Some men entertain a ftrange notion that
women, in general, are governed only by fafbion and caprice, and from
hence impute their virtue, not to principle, but tomere chance, Ifthis were
true, one might afk, from what caufe it arifes, fince it is certain, that wo-
men are rational and accountable, the fameas men? If the father is wife,
though he need not give them fo much larning, he will intill as great and
noble ideas in the minds of his daughters, as in thofe of his fons. It is not
my bufinefs, at prefent, to enter upon the fubje® of education of the poor
or rich, nor to find out how faulty zbat of our women is: that there are
many miflakes committed in it, is beyond all difpute; but it would be but
fair to iy, how men generally afZ, for from hence we may beft learn what
principles they have. When the defire of popular epinion, or the means
of gratifying their pafions and appetites, interfere with the rule of right, how
do they generally bebave? They ought always to think it their {upreme
happinefs even Zo die in defence of wirtue; but, is this the cafe } — Men, in
the foolifhnefs of their hearts, are alfo often apt to entertain an opinion of a fa-
periority over women, very different from that which the author of nature
has appointed. It feems to me that, for want of a proper deférence
for women, as creatures equally valuable, in the fight of God, with them-

felves,
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felves, men are not under fuch awe as this confideration would promote, and

are often betrayed into tranfgreffions, which it is probable they would not
otherwife have committed.

In juftice to the female world, may it not alfo be fairly afked, if virtue
has not the fame charms to captivate zheir hearts, and religion the fame
power to create a deteftation of vice and folly in thesr minds, asin men’s ?
With regard to women who have wandered from the paths of virtue, let
thofe who have examined only the foul corners of the heart, or pryed only
into the darkefl fcenes of iniquity, argue as cogently as they pleafe, even
from real facts, they maft in their turn indulge others, who know alfo from
experience, that there is a native ingenuoufnefs in the minds of many of
thefe women, that inclines them to with for the means of repentance.

Ufe and cuftom takes off fome part of the force of mifery itfelf, and the
heart, which does not burf# with a fenfe of injuries, may become callsus and
infenfible of them. If this were not the cafe, many of thefe proftitutes
would fee them{elves the moft abandoned of mankind. They would difco-
ver the ftrange extravagance of revenging upon themfelves, the crimes of
others; or if they imputed their misfortunes to their own indifcretion,
they would find but very little reafon to live in 7nfamy, merely becaufe their
own paflions firft betrayed them. Many a poor girl might have thewn her
power over him, who is now an idle fpectator of her mifery : and many a one
has been deferted by her friends, becaufe they thought only of the crime,
whilt the world judges and condemns with feverizy. Thus left to
firuggle with the #yranny of bawds, and the infolence of debauchees ; followed
by a train of evils, ¢nfamy, poverty, and difeafé, what can be the confequence
but a miferable death, unrepenting of their fins, unlamented even by their
partners in iniquity ! To enumerate inftances, on the prefent occafion, is

C 2 not
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not proper, norare they in the leat neceflary, fince it is no fecret, either to
the wirtuous or the wicious, that many proftitutes are in a_worfe condition,
than even the drute that perithes. Every other animal is obedient to hisap-
petite, but appetite has frequently no fhare in the promifcusus commeree of
thefe women. Harlots are, in no country, treated with fuch grofs in=
dignities, as in this, fo that one would almoft wonder, how it happens that
the fame pride, which led them into the fnare, does not induce more of
them to jforfake their evil courfe, at all hazards, —-— Every one who con-
fiders the fubje@ muft fee, from this fingle circumflance, how much thefe
unhappy wonien are enflaved by their bad babits,

As there is no nation which carries every thing that is vi/, as well as
every thing that is wirfwous, higher than this, fo there is, 1 believe,
no city in the world, where fuch rank enormities prevail, as ih this great
metropolis.

There is an elegancy in wice as well as in virtue, and
though it is the more dangerous, in fome refpects, on this account, yet ftill
it is a fafe-guard againft thofe diforders to which a brutith and profligate
life expofes mankind.—There is alfo a certain de/icacy of manners effential
to good order ; and the diftin@ians which the fexes fhow to each other, is
one great means of fupporting that erder.  How dreadfully are things trans-
formed with us!—We frequently fee thefe women treated like dogs, and we bear
thofe tongues, which the God of nature defigned thould foften the difireffes
of human life, and give a relith to its joys, uttering the bighef indecencies,
and the molt dreadful imprecations! At the fame time we acknowledge,
that thefe young perfons are born in a free country, where pure religion is
profeffed ; that many of them were educated in the principles of wirfue ; that
all of them are entitled to the proteffion of men, and moft afluredly in-
tended by the wife and beneficent Father of mankind, as their partuers in
the
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the focial joys of life : can we then zurn the glafs, and behold them the
abject flaves of an abandoned procurefs, fold both body and foul for balf a
erown, without being fred with a generous sndignation for the cavfe of Ju-
manity !

We fee, how deplorable zbeir circumftances are, who are thus abandon-
ed. But this is not the only object : — your inflitution calls on us to confider
ferioufly, with regard to domefiic comforts, and the pleafing expectations of
tender parents, how often they are pluck’d in the bud, and blafted by the per-
nicious contrivances of bawds. Whilft thefe minifters of Lucifer are fupt
ported in fplendor, it is no wonder the vitim to luft thould be ornamented
with elegance, and taught to pra@tife all the blandifhments which can infatuate
ayoung man’s mind. Her aways do, literally, lead ?0 the grave. Nor is the de-
ftruction of health, or even the lofs of life, the greateft evils which hap-
pen : the expences created by fuch illegal commerce, are oftentimes followed
by the fale of a man’s bonor, Among men of meaner condition, whilft
fome become facrifices in the hands of unfkilful furgeons, others, being
no longer able to fupply by fair means, the extravagance of bad women,
are prompted to commit defperate actions, which bring them: to untimely
death by the hands of juftice: and I believe it will be found, amongft
malefalors, that two in three are in thefe circamf{tances.

There is yet a more melancholly fcene in reallife | —The agonies of ten=
der parents do not ufually rife fo high for their fons, as for their daughters ;
and though it s a fad truth, the fear of everlafling punifhment generally makes
amuch fainter impreflion, than the dread of temporal evils. In the fir/?
cafe, the diftrefs is equal with regard to both: in the /aff, the parent and
the daughter are indeed the moft pitiable! 1f we fee her deluded by the

intrigues
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intrigues of an abandoned procurefs, and follow her through the beaten
track, from garit to difeafe : if we behold her languithing under a wvenereal
complaint, and flill fubject to the arbitrary will of an fmperious miftrefs,
who leaps over all the boundaries of humanity, to gratify her own infa-
tiable avarice, what a dreadful feene does it exhibit! Let us even exclude the *
taoughts of an bereafter, what anguifb muft it create in his breaft, who
feels as @ man; much more if he ferls as a parent too! Who can be
a carelefs {peCtator, even in 7magination, of fo noble a part of the work-
manthip of heaven, treated with fuch grofs indignity, and expiring under cic-
cumftances fo fbecking to humanity, that they would draw compafiion even

for the {ufferings of a brute animal.

It is too well known, that many a venerable head is hurried to a
grave by fuch accidents ; and that thisis the cafe with great numbers of pro-
flitutes in their feveral degrees. Even the greateft part of thofe who are
pampered in private flews, have feldom prudence to make any referve for
a retreat ; and if they do not fall by an early death, before they feel the utmoft
mifery of this condition, they are condemned to infeflt the fireets, where
they fpread contagion through a much greater part of both the fexes, than is
generally imagined ; and many a wirfuous woman has felt the dreadful ef-
fects of her hufband’s irregularities.—If then we take in the whole fcope of -
your defign, it is pregnant with fo many great and good effe@s, that all
arguments againft it appear as contemptible as, 1 hope, they will be found
Jallacious. :

SECTION
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Qbfervations on the name of this inflitution. Reflexions on the time of commencing
this work. Al charities fubjest to abufes. The feveral objections to this
anfwered. Necgffity of confining this charity to penitent proflitutes. Bad
women not irreclaimable.  Kind of perfons who will probably take refuge un=
der this charity, Theufé of it, with regard to exampie.

ITHERTO I have dwelt upon the genera/ motives to eftablith

‘your magdalen-boufe; 1 will now be more particular. Firff, give
me leave to take notice of the zame of your charity. It does not appear to
me that Mary Magdalen was deficient in point of chattity, asis vulgarly under-
ftood, I rather imagine fhe was not. It is certain, the was a lady of diftinion,
and of a greet and noble mind, Her gratitude for the miraculous cure per.
formed upon her, was fo remarkable, that her ftory is related with the
greateft honor, and fhe will ever ftand fair in the records of fame. Your
chasity requires a zeal like hers: you are her difciples, and the dedication
of your inftitution to her memiry, is entirely confiftent with the honor due
to her charadier ; and, in this light, no name more proper could be gi-
ven to it,

As to your plen, no-body expelis to fee it perfected without expersence :
the #rial is as new in this country, as the defign is pious; and it will be
more ealy to add what is neceflary, than to annul that, which, upon trial,

may
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may be found fuperfluous. Numerous regulations, however pretty in theory,
im execution feldom produce the effedls intended.

The time in which you begin this good work, is alfo a circumftance that
firikes me, and prefages good to the undertaking. Without indulging any "
enthufiafiic opinion, methinks there is more than a concurrence of common
caufes, to induce you to make the attempt at this jun&ture. As war necef-
farily occafions devaftation, we are called on to think of the proper-
eft means of faving as many lives as poffible. To do this in fuch a
manner, as religion and good policy point out, each in his refpective province,
requires almoft as much fkill and refolution, as even the arduous affairs

of war,

The omnifcient God only knows what the event of the prefent ftruggle
will be!—1It is true, many clouds are difperfed, but many are ftill gather-
ing : and there is much reafon to believe, that rivers of human blood
may yet be {pilt, before the affair is every where decided. To zhink like
men, will not prevent our aéting like warriors. Our tranfgreffions are nu-
merous, but heaven, perhaps, will take the fide of this defenfive war :
and let us imitate the example of thofe troops, amongft whom piety is an
cllential part of difecipline, and who are carried on by fo noble a kind of
military entbufiafm, that it {eems as if beaven and earth appear to them but
as one object. —— You are now engaged in a domeflic affair, which, how-
ever trivial it may appear to fome, demands the fleadieff refolution, the
pureft zeal, the moft feraphic benevolence. And fince all the deeds of
men are regiftered in the books of heaven, let us at once folicit for favor to
our arms, and for mercy for our offences. Let us eftablith a charity, un-

- known
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known to our forefathers, even in the beft of days. Who can limit the
good which it may do, or the bleflings which it may draw down upon us!

You are fenfible, that all charities are fubje&t to fome abufes, but I
know that you are armed af all points. - Nothing is perfec in this world ;
but, confidering the corrupt flate of the people of this land, it is amazing
with what a purity of condu&, many public charitable inftitutions are con-
duted ; and whoever draws any conclufion from the evils they are {ubject
to, that there thould be no fuch charities, will furely expofe himfelf to be
ftoned to death as an enemy to religion, and his country. Things are
fometimes more difficult to execute, than was imagined ; fo are they
frequently more eafy too, than was conceived. If we indulge ourfelves in
refinements, inftead of correcting what we find amifs, we may bewilder our-
felves in fruitlefs refearches, without rendering our morals, or our politics,
in any degree the better. The prefent obje@ of your attention will no more
admit of empty fpeculation, than of a languid indifference : we muft in-
tereft our bearts, as well as our beads, or we (hall never carry (uch a bufinefs
through with a becoming alacrity. ‘This we owe to the immediate fervice
of thefe poor women, and moreover, it is our duty to convince other nations,
as well as ourfelves, that we arc capable of executing whatever we think
right to undertake.

It is no pleafing confideration, but it feems meceffary to take notice, on thisoc-
cafion, that every effort out of the ordinary track, to fupportthe canfe (Jf'rr*_ﬁn
and religion, appears to fome people as an extravagant attempt ; though, in
reality, the extravagance confifts in their paffive deiertion of the interelt of 7ea-
Jon and religion. A clofe adherence to fome political principles; however well
grounded in obfervation, not only depreciaies human nature, but betrays us

D 1nte
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into an opinion, that our gforts to obey the laws of God, in certain inftances,
are romantic and ridiculous. It is thus men lofe their reverence for human
nature ; they firft {teel their hearts to a fenfe of human mifery ; and the
tranfition then becomes ealy, to leave regfon and religion to take care of
themfelves.  But thefe politicians (hould remember, that was there nothing
more in view than political prudence, with regard to the increafe of the
fpecies, and the good order of the ftate, there is the utmoft reafon to check
the progre(s of this fpecics of iniquity. For, as matrimony is the moft
certain means of augmenting the number of people, and the trueft cement
of civil fociety, though we cannot fupprefs whoredom, it is furely no fmall
objet to difcourage it.

Upon the whole, I think it is wonderful that we fee /o lirtle ridicule
prevail on this occafion : in honor to the good fenfe, as well as the piety of
this pation, we may obferve, that there has been no wi## difplayed againft
the defign, but fuch as is below notice. The difficulty that arifes in fome
Jérious minds, from a fuppofition that sdlenefs and debauchery are habits not
to be fubdued by a fimple, regular, and laborious life, is an argument which
proves too much ; it is faying, thefe habits cannot be fubdued at'all. And
thofe who do not yet favor your charity, from an opinion, that although
whoredom is confefledly productive of the greateft mifchief, yet that it is a
neceffary evil; even thefe, I fay, will, upon mature reflexion, learn, from
their own principles, if they can find none better, to draw conclufions in

behalf of fo humane, fo benevolent an undertaking as yours,

Granting that mankind are generally fo loft to a fenfe of their own 7m-
portance, as to repent more of their folfies, than of their fns, and rathep
with for the mweans of gratifying their paffions, than for that kind of life

which
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which renders virfue moft eafy to be acquired: granting all this, is it not
reafonable to think, that the c{tablithment of a charity of this nature will,
in the iflue, be produive of great good? The principle you (et out upon,
of introducing young women to a life of prefy and induffry, who have been
ufed to a life of fcandalous 7mpiety, and fhamele(s idienefi, mut make im-
preflions even on zbesr minds, who will never come within the walls of
your houfe, aswell ason thofe who will become the inhabitants of it. There
is fomething epidemical in wvirtue, as well as in vice, elpecially when fuch
proofs of fincerity are given, as you demonftrate. To fuppofe that any body
will be the worfe for your charity, is going a great way indced : we may as
well fuppofe, that mer will {quander their fortunes in hopes of an alms-boufe ;
or break their legs becaufe there are [furgeons, as that women will become
profiitutes, becaufe the means of labor and repentance are offered them,

The religion of Chrift is diftinguithed by that kind of charity, which
leads us even fo wifb to die for the fervice of mankind : it teaches its vo-
taries zo be all things, to all men, in hbopes of winning fome : and it is as cer-
tainly true, that the tears of wirfue have more charms to captivate the
hearts, of thofe who rea/ly love her, than the loudeft peals of laughter to
exillerate #besr fpirits, who think only how they fhall enjoy the prefent
moment. '

The feeming difficulty that is flarted, by demanding, ifit is neceffary that

a giﬂ muft be a proflitute, in order to be gualified for your charity, is
beft anfwered by afking another queftion: If an Mofpital is erefted
Jor [eiting broken limbs, would you receive into ity ber who only complains
of a fever? 1 apprehend, the end and defign of your inflitution will
be foon perverted, if it is not abfolutely referved for thofe who call
D 2 them-
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themfelves, and really appear to be, repenting proflitutes, She who is not
a proflitute,. or ‘not known to be fuch, is fuppofed to have a charadler, and
may be admitied to ferve in a family, and, confequently, is not a proper
object of the care of your charity ; and, furely, no girl will become a gro-
Jlitute, becaufe the may have an opportunity to repent of having been fo;
more, than women will defire to become objeéts of charity, becaufe bread
is fometimes givenat a rich man's door. It is allo reafonable to conclude,
that thofe only who have tranfgrefied, and are really penitent, will fubmit
to appear as penitents; and, what is more, to be confined ; fince the con-
finement, however fhort it may happen to be, can be fupportable only to
thofe who mean what they profefs.

To fay that you counfenance vice, becaufe you relieve the wicious, is ab-
furd, and aslittle true in faf?, as in the sntention. Every one who wifhes
well to mankind muft fee, that, in refentment of the grofs enormities
committed, the friendsto this charity take the moft effe@ual method to re-
cover thofe who are enthralled, loft and undone. The /sw of God, zeal
for liberty, the love of your country, and the duty you owe to your fellow-
creatures, carneftly call on you to try the experiment ; and to fee what can
be done for their fervice. We all know what great difficulties thefe unhappy
women labor under: and how very important your affitance may be, to
fuch aswould repent, if they knew how to obtain, were it only a bare fupport.

Some of the unhappy women in queftion, have finfe enough to. fee
themlelves become the flaves, the miferable flaves of an abandoned bawd ;
and is it to be conceived, that many of them do not wifb to be fet at liber-
2y ? 1f a door is opened to them, is it not probable that fome of them will
come in? Go, and fin no more, was the fentence of the Savior of mankind,

to one who, it is fuppofed, was fuch a penitent as yours may be. You may
fay,
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fay, come and learn bow fo repent.  You bave done great mifchief to yourfelf,
and to others alfo, we will teach you to be bappy in yourfelf, and to do gocd to
mankind.

As to the kind of perfons who will become petitioners for your merey;
you may judge by thofe who have already offered themfelves, before your
doors are opened 5 and it is probable, that the moft intelligent and ingenuous
girls, who have had fome education, and remain with fome impreffions of
religion on their minds, or thofe who are young in iniquity, will be the firit,
and always the moft ready to accept your offer. When women are reftored
to health, and difcharged from hofpitals, fuch ‘as contracted their difeafé
by proftitution, bave generally returped to their former courfe, as a dog to
his vomit ; but many of thefe, whether from a fenfe of duty, or of mifery,.
will certainly accept the invitation which is given them.

"~ ‘There are other objects who will probably covet this retreat ; thofe who'
have parents, friemds, or relations, whom they apprehend will be reconciled!
to them, whenever they fhall give proof of their real repentance. By,
means of the Lock and other bofpizals many will have it in their power to
prefent themfelves, not only as penitent prodigals, but with the more fin-
cerity of heart, asthey will be free from pain and difeafe. ~ She who wifhes.
to return to her obedience to the parent of mankind, may furely hope to be,
received ; and fhe who would make her peace with her natural father,
and will purfue her own happinefs, may with equal propriety, by this means,
really return to him and fay, ¢ Father I bave finned againfl beaven, and in
thy fight, and am not worthy to be called thy child” And will (he not meet,
a kind reception ? ' Will not fuch'a declaration find its way to his bears 2.
Will he who can feel, though it were but a little; the power of religion,,
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or the force of parental lpve, refufe to receive her? Can ke, whofe heart is
not fteeled to the impulfes of humanity, forbear to fympathife in fears of
Jorgivenefs, with tears of real repentance 2 Under a confcioufnefs of paft
guilt, [uch confeffion is furely as natural to the fou/, as the evi/ which occa=
fioned-it was to the body ; and ,wemay entertain the higheft hopes, that your
charity will be a-means of reconciling many a poor girl to her parents and
her friends, who otherwife would be entirely loft to them, to her country,
and to her God!

A sy ot e : -

I cannot check my thoughts in'carrying the benefits of your charity fill far-
ther. Your defign, in favor of pemitent proflitutes will, in time, weaken
the influence even of thofe who are not penstent; and let the number of pe-
nitents be ever fo fmall, it will fo far leflen the number of profitutes in
general.  As an addition to the labors of the pulpit, and in oppofition to many
dramatic writers, you will give proof that laymen, as well as the clergy, in-
tereft themfelves in the caufe of religion ; whilft we convince the world,
that we know our interelt too well as politicians, to neglect any means of
preferving the lives of our fellow-fubjects, or of promoting u/eful indufiry.

Will it not ftrike the hearts, even of the moft prophane, when they fee
you fhow an anxious concern for the immortal happinefs of your fellow-
creatures ; and a pious refentment of the diffreffes of thefe women ? This
will furely never create impenitence ; nor render the evil you mean to cure,
more fatal : fuchan apprehenfion is not confiftent with any common principle.
Though it is confefled, that we are the mofk ingenioufly iniquitous of any na=
tion under the cope of heaven, to abufe and frufirate the good intentions of
falutary laws, and pious inftitutions, can any one fuppofe, that we fhall

firengtben our enemies by dividing their forces ; or {ucceed the lefs in bat-
tle,
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tle, by ufing new engines of war, hitherto unpra@ifed, when the /7 me-
thod of fighting has been found fo ineffettual ?

To fuppofe that it is beyond the power of a judicious, and zealous divine,
to acquaint thefe women of the walue of their fouls, would not be doing
fuch honor to the clergy, as they deferve. As you have made choice of a
chaplain, chufe alfo with propriety the objes you admit, and we eught to
expe great good from the inftitution. = As the defign is fo peculiarly cal-
culated to infpire thefe women with a fenfe of seligion; there is the
utmoft reafon to hope, that many who are the objeds of it, will pafs
the remainder of their days in fuch a maoner, as to draw down blefiings
on your heads ; and whilft it does the benefactors to this eharity greﬁt bonor,
it will do them greater pleafure too, than they could derive from the higheft
indulgencies of their paffions, or the moft lavith gratification of their va-
nity. Proceed then cheerfully in the tafk; if it proves arduous, the greater
applaufe will be due to thofe who fubifcribe to the fupport of it.

SECTION:
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T'he common notion of mankind with regard to proflitutes,  The chriftian world
particularly diffinguifbed for charities of every kind. The bumor of
this nation for novelty.  Inflitutions for the reception of penitent proflitutes
n Holland, Germany, France, Spain, and Italy. The police ef Rome
with regard to proflitutes.

¢ VERY nation has fomething peculiar to itfelf: their genius, their laws,

and particularly their religion, generally create a great difference in
~ their manners and cuftoms. Hence it is obvious, that an eftablithment
which is very confiftent in one country, may be abfurd in another. Yet,
as human nature is ftill the fame, and the propenfity to fenfual gratificati-
ons differs very little, it is no wonder that there fhould be fome points in
which men agree. With regard to the duties of bumanity, we fee that the
moft barbarous people, whofe notions of the ity are dark and perplexed,
{till think it their duty to preferve their fellow-creatures, unlefs there ap-
pears good reafons for deftroying any of them, and thefe reafons are generally
founded in the firt law of nature, [elf-prefervation. In all free and civilized
Qtates, the firft principle is, fave your neighbour, if be bas not Jorfeited bis
life to the laws, and you fave yourfelf : and indeed, not to preferve thofe, whom
it is in our power to preferve, comes next in order to the acual deftroying
of them,

The
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The chriftian world is diftinguithed by the moft extenfive benevolence, at the
fame time that the religion of Chrift enjoins a ftriGter purity, than is known
under any other faith. The parabolical fory of the good Samaritan,
which ftands upon fuch honorable record, leads us to the trueft know-
ledge of the eternal obligations of Charity. The traveller was fallen among
thieves : he was not queftioned how it came to pafs, or if his own indif-
cretion was concerned in it; he was grievoully wounded, and in danger of
perithing, therefore this truly good man, thought it his duty to relieve him.
No difference in faith, or country, no opinions in politics, influenced his
condu, it was enough that this traveller was a man, and in great difirefs,

To bring the matter yet more bome, let us confider what the pradtice of other
chriftians is, in regard to public charitics, for the relief of fuch proftitutes as
are inclined to repent of their fins. — The genius of this nation leads us to
be pleafed with novelfy, but it does not follow that when o/ things are erro-
zeous, or defe@ive, new ones thould not be countenanced, We think ourfelves
much wifer than moft other nations, yet, in regard to the fubject before us,
we are many years behind feveral of them. Motives of policy, as well
as a fenfe of moral and religious obligation, have ereted many inflitutions
of this kind, which have been fupported by fome of the greateft, and
nobleft minded perfons of both fexes, in Italy, France, Spain, and feveral
other countries. In Holland they have fuch an eftablithment, differing from
the others, for it is not of the monafiic kind, but there are fome circum-
ftances relating to the conduét of it, which, in my judgment, do not re-
commend it as an exact model to us.

In Amflerdam there are many houfes of /aber : the Dutch know well
how to employ the profligate as well as the poor.  One of thefe houles is
E called
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called the Spinbuis.  ** Here the women work, and by that means more
than fupport themfelves. 1In a year or two, their faces, by the natural
change of inhabitants in that country, are forgotten as proftitutes ; and
when they have a mind to come out, the charatter they have obtained in
that houfe of fobriety and induftry, is allowed to be a fufficient recommen-
dation to any family. But there are other circumftances which attend their fi-
tuation ; once or twice a year they walk ina kind of gallery, and appear, as
{ervants do at a ftatute fair, in the different counties of England. Sailors juft
landed, and who have neither time nor inclination for long courtfhip, often
marry them ; the fafes give their confent, and fometimes a fmall fortune ;
and many perfons, from proftitutes, have been made joyful mothers of chil-
dren. — In a year or two, if they chufe to ftay, all ill-natured ftories die:
and there are many inftances of men, who have gloried in thus faving the
unfortunate.” The author goes on and afks, *“ How many parents, in an hour
of kind relenting, might, by thefe means, find out their daughters again,
which it would tire one out to do in this metropolis. Changing names,
and places of abode, renders this impoflible, and many a poor girl dies
in an hofpital, or a prifon, at the very inftant her friends are in fearch of
her, and willing to bring her home.” :

T'he inftitution above mentioned has exifted ever fince 1 596. when the houle
was built by the regency.  Many who were beggars, or lived in _flews, were f}ut
in here, and maintained at the expence of the city. The fenfe of theinfcription
over the door is, Do not fear : I revenge myfelf not, of the evil, but I compel
to do goed. My band is fevere, but my beart s Jriendly. —— In this build-
ing are fhut up different kinds of people, in different apartments; fome to
be punifhed corporally for their offences; fome only fimply fet to work for
their debaucheries, as obferved above. Here the Bible is read to them whilft

they
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they are at work ; they alfo fing pfalms and fpiritual fongs, and other means are
ufed to eflrange them from vice, and encourage them in virtue; but people
are permitted to fee them, for money, which Iapprehend, in fome meafure,
deftroys the intention of the inftitution. — Here are other private apartments,
where young women, who are vicioufly inclined, are occafionally fhut up
at the requeft of their parents, till fuch time as they fhew tokens of repent-
ance. I mention thefe particulars, not fo much as a means proper for us to
chaftife the turbulent and vicious, asa practice adopted by a people, once
famed for good difcipline, as well as renowned in arms.

There is an order of penitents at Merfailles, eftablithed about the year
1272. with a view to engage women, who had proftituted their ho-
nor, toreturn to virtue. In 1452 there was a foundation of the fame kind
at Metz, At Naples there was an order eftablifhed in 1 314 (or as fome
writers mention, in 1324) for harlots, under the name of Magdalens.—
About the fifteenth century, there was another eftablihment of the fame
kind, commenced at Paris, for thofe unhappy women who groaned under
the crime of proftitution, and defired to devote themfelves to heaven, and
atone for their mifdeeds, Among others I find this remarkable circum-
ftance, that none were to be received after thirty-five years of age. This
order was branched out, and we fee, foon after, there wereMagdalens, and Mag-
delanettes, at Rouen and Bourdeaux, being convents to receive thefe kind of
finners, and four nuns of one of the firft orders at Paris, were employed to
regulate the conduét of thefe penitents, ‘This proved fo laborious a
tafk, thefe nuns were relieved from time to time. In thefe places it
was prohibited, under pain of excommunication, to receive any but real har-
lots, Another order was founded at Seville, in 1550, for fuch women as

E 2 had
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had followed a licentious life, and, being touched with remorfe, were be-
come penitents.

In Rome, a convent of this fort was eftablithed fo long fince as 62 6, dedi-
cated to Mary Magdalen, who is confidered as the patronefs of penitents, Pope
Leo X. afterwards confirmed the fame. Clement VIII. ordered, that all the

effeéts of pub]ic or private harlots, who died inteftate, thould devolve to
this monaftery ; or, if they made a ws//, it fhould be null, unlefs they be-
queathed a fifth part of their goods, to this inftitution, — There are chae
rities of this kind in almoft every city in Jtaly, and many others in France,
which need not be enumerated at prefent, It may, however, illuftrate the
fubject, to take notice, that in fome of thefe refrears there are of three di-
flinctions ; one of St. Magdalen, who make wows ; one of St. Martha, who
are not admitted to make wows; and owe of St. Lazarus, who are detained

by force.

Thus we may fee what the practice of chriffians has long been in popifh
countries. Thank heaven we know, that the parade of papal vanity,

is the genuine produce of grofs igmorance and fuperjflition : but I appre-
hend, that religion has not been the only motive ; and in honer to the fe-

male world, it muft be remembered, that ladies of great fortune and di-
flin@ion, have had the moft merit in the eftablithment of thefe charities.
It may be alfo prefumed, that the Zendernefs which the wife and benignant
author of nature has implanted in the human breaft, has had a great thare
in every inflitution of this kind. Nor does this pafion, for fo we may juft-
ly call it, predominate leaft in thofe, whofe smaginations are the mott cba/~
tifed, or the deceptions of their fancy beft underftood : on the :untrarjf, we

find that the moft vicious, whofe paflions, in general, are the leaft zamed, have
allo
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alfo the lealt fenfe of the miferies their vices create, 'This is clearly evinced
by the conduc of the generality of men, with regard to women, in the i in-
ftance of illegal commerce.

It is, indeed, one of the abfurd tenets of the Romifb church, to engage
people to make vows, andto fhut them entirely from the world, whether
their hearts fhall afterwards fubfcribe to {uch feclufion or not ; but this is
not the cafe in all inftances, even with that church, as appears from what
1 have mentioned above ; and I am fure it will not be the lefs agreeable to
the purity of genuine chriftianity, nor the lefs confiftent with the wifeft po-
licy, to afford thefe unhappy women a Zemporary retreat, where piety may be
{upported by /Jabor, and where the united force of thefe, will qualify them ef-
fectually for both worlds, Here no #ncenfe will be offered, but the pure flames
of devotion ; nor will any wows be required : it may be hoped, indeed, they
will be infpired with a refélution to die, rather than abandon virfue, to which
they profefs themfelves tobe votaries. - Thus may they learn whatit is to act
like accountable beings! When they return into the world, they will know
how to thun temptation, and, however difguifed under fpecious appearances,
they will fly from it as from the tecth of a ferpent. By fuch means they may

at length advance the caufe of #rue religion, promote the welfare of thejr
country, do honor to human nature, and provide for their /fves; and
when death comes, fubmit gracefully, and look forward with joyful hopes
of everlafting happinefs.

Thus have I collected thefe inftances, and drawn thefe conclufions, to
ihew ‘what the common fenfe of mankind has been in regard to the

means of repentance afforded, for this kind of violation of the divine law. 1

muft now mention the police in fome of thofe very countries where [uch
indngcncﬂ
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indulgence is thewn. It has been a received notion amonglt us, that in
Rome, and feveral other places, thefe women are /icenfed, or tolerated;
and it is true, that they are under regulations, as a part of the police of
that city, but not in the mamner as is generally apprehended. When
a woman is deteGed, or known to live in this ftate of licentioufnefs,
{he is fummoned before a magifirate, who declares the reafon of it in

thefe terms:

You are impeacked of being guilty of proflitution, and of making a trade
of it. If you are inclined to repent, you may be received into the buufe of
penitents, (a) where you will be properly employed, and taken good care of. If
you will not accept of this offer, and are detecled again, you muft enter your
name at the public regifer, as a proflitute, and be fubject to the ﬁ;’fawfng rea
gulations, for the breach of which you will be feverely chaflifed. .

vit. You fhall not appear on any account, except in a certain diftriét (b).

2dly. You flall not refufe any man who may afk you, except on fundays or
bolidays 5 it muft not be before fuch an bour, nor after fuch an bour (c).

3dly. If you live on the ground floor, you are to take but one fbilling ; on
the firft floor one fbilling and fixpence; and on the fecond you may take 'rwﬁ_r
Shillings (d).

athly. You are to receive but one man at a time fo your apartment, under
Jevere penalties, which will be exalled of you, upon information. |

sthly. You are not entitled to receive any benefit, from any bofpital or parifh.

6thly.

(@) Le Comertite. (%) Places mentioned. (¢) Hours mentioned. .
(d) About this value: the Jraliar houfes differ from ours, as to the eftimation of different Hoors,
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6thly. You bave no right to appeal to juflice for any infult, or debt, acls of
cruelty excepted,

thly. Your oath fball not be valid, except in cafe of robbery or murder.

Sthly. You arenot entitled to any afylum kereafier, except to be received to
bard labor.

gthl}r.' Youareto be fubject to fuch future laws and regulations, as may be
bereafter made for the tncorrigible : and,

Lafttly. You are not entitled to chriffian burial.

Some of thefe articles, in a free country, would be thought hard terms,
even for a proftitute : but furely a perfon dying in a ftate of premeditated
proftitution, feems to forfeit a title to chriffian burial. Can the burial fer-
vice be read over fuch a body? Our dearly beloved fifler departed in fure

and certain bope of a bleffed refurrection, may be confidered as fure and
certain mockery.

How far the Jtalians adhere to thefe rules, I do not venture to pronounce,
but this is the light in which their civi/ and ecclefiafiical laws regard pro-
ftitution. Itis not effential to my prefent purpofe to confider any further,
the nature of thefe inftitutions, nor what were the motives to the eftabli(h-
ment of them: you mean to fave 2 number of poor helplefs creatures from
i:eriﬂrﬁ"ng; to remove, fo far as the effe@s of your charity fhall extend,
one caufe of the decreafe, or bindrance of the greater incregfe of the peo-
ple of this land ; to employ thefe women in ufeful labor, and to habituate
them to a religious life : and furely this is an object moft highly worthy of
your attention, and will as furely entitle you to the applaufe. of your fellow-
{ubjects and citizens !

SECTION
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The inefficacy of our laws.  Liberty and virtue interwoven. The advantage of
=ealous magifirates.  The infamous praciices of keepers of bawdy-boufes.
The neceffity of correiling this abufe, in order to render this charity effectual,
The advantage’ of giving the penitents part of the produce of their labor.
The utility of giving fmall portions, or donations, upon the marriage of thofe
who are reclaimed,  Hofpitals appropriated to the cure of venereal diffem-
pers will encreafe in reputation, by means of this charity. This inflitution
not extended to the aged and diffempered,

T has been often debated how far it is advifeable, fuppofing it were

practicable, zofallyto fupprefs proftitutes. The fubjed is delicate, not
neceffary to be difcuflfed, and will hardly admit of a ftri® examination.
Let it fuffice that it is, or fhould be, in the power of the civi/ magif-
trate, to drive proftitutes from the public fireets, and remove every dane
gerous temptation to the unwary youth,

As to the inefficacy of our /aws to accomplith a reformation, it is but too
obvious from experience, which is the beft guide of life, that we want
either /&i/] to make, or wirfue to execute, any law to anfwer the purpnf'e
in all refpects ; and, indeed, itis much eafier to talk of fuch laws, than to
frame and adapt them to our religion and conftitution. This gives us a
ftriking proof, that zrue religion, and true politics, cannot belong fupported,
they will ever be in a tottering condition, unlefs the virtue of individuals

comes in aid of them. .
It
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Ttvis certain, - that rods were made for the backs of Jfools 5 but ‘it is alfo’ cer-
tain, that feverity of fome kinds brin gs on as great evils as it cures, ' Are we

really ambitious of being fiee s let us then remember, that F:ﬁfr{y and vir-
tue are twin-born, and defcended from beaven at the fame time: and that

the inexpreflible bleflings which /iberty beftows on mankind, can be enjoy-
ed no longer than we offer our devotion at the fhrine of wirfwe : if once
we totally negle, or wantonly defpife wirfue, not even the fmiles of prin-
ces, nor the favor of the great, are half fo precarious as Jiber: . If
pmﬂltutmn were punifhed with death, ‘fhould we not think it tyranny ?
And yet even' this would not totally cure the evilhb—The laws already in
being are ineffeffual; and ‘it is much to be withed, that fome new law
were made, provided it could be fo well digefled, as to fleer betwixt the ex-
tremes of lenity and feverity; but there are many inconveniences which
Jree-born fubjeCts will fubmit to, of their own choice, that the notion of lew
would render infupportable.  So far as reafor and religion have any power
over the mnd, your good work may be accom plithed, without the authority
of the civil magifirate : and furely no body can pretend to fay, it /s nof
poffible that reafon and religion can produce the end propofed. Would Au-
man laws be of fufficient force, to prevent mankind from degenerating into a

fpecies of unnatural brates, were religion, and the perfuafive calls of buma-
nity, quite out of the queftion ? When thefe women, who offer themfelves as
objets of this charity, are reminded that there is a God, and a fate of rewards
for good, and of punifbments for evil altions, after death, it will furely 7ou/e the
attention of fome of them: I fay reminded, for it is to be feared that man}r, even
of thefe, have forgotten what they were once taught, and that others = proper-
Iy of no ref:gran.

As toa coercive law to accomplith a reformation, however neceflary it
may be in the great view of correcting the wices of the people ; in the cafe of
B penitence
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penitence, which is the true. foundation ' on which your charity ftands,
to compel women to repent, is an abfurdity in terms, A vigorous exer-
tion of power in a legiflature, and the attention of gosd magiftrates to
their duty, do marvellous things, towards the reforming the wmamners of a
people ; but the remedy againft proftitution is one of thofe cifcumftarices,
which, as I have juft obferved, depends fo much onthe virtue of fndividis
als, that with vs, who are unhappily fo little awed by the fear of punifh-
ments, we mult undermine thefe warks of Satan, or make a breach in them,
before we can take them by fiorm. Your defign may prepare the:wa.y-fg;,
fome law that is confiftent; and it will contribute to fev the vigilance of the good
magifirate, and truly bonefl man, in the moft amiable point of light: he
will now have it in his power to point cut the rewards of virtue to the real pe-
mitent, as well asto hold up a 7od for the punithment of the incorrigible. .

We need but flep out of doors, to fee what ftzation we are in at pre=
fent. To fay nothing of harlots, who figure at the top of life, whether
thefe are mose or lefs dangerous, where fhall we find fuch an abandsned
race as fome of the lower forts, who infeft the moft public fireets of Londen 2
The number of proftitutes is fo great, in the evening, not to mention theis
various appearances af noon-day, that we. fhould doubt whether every fe~
male we meet, is not an barlet, if the women of this profeflion were not
generally diftinguithed by their open folicitations to pafiengers, and a cer-
tain effrentory im which modefly has no fhare. It is true; they are fometimes
apprelended, but this frequently occafions. frefh iniquity, and anether kind
of profistution. How often the laws are rendered {ubfervient to the avasice
of petty officers of juftice, is a falt more eafy to be lamented than deferibed,
and of which many will complain, and few attempt to remedy the evil,

1 have
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I have already deplored the fufferings of thefe women, and the calami-
tics they create ; the immoral conduct of thofe who femp?, and the infamous
~ behavior of fuch as expofe the tempted to mifery.  Without entering minutely
into the numerous caufes of the difirefs of thefe women, it would be unjuft to
them, whofe reformation we with to fee, not to take notice that the chief
caufe of the utter ruin of many of them, is owing to the infernal arts of
the keepers of bawdy-houfes, who contrive ‘that young women thall run in-
to their debt for ldging, dief, and clothes ; and then, by the terror of that
debt, and the confequences of it, force them to fubmit to their hellith
practices. It would be happy if a law were made to afford fome fhelter
and relief, to open fome room for thefe unhappy creatures to efcape from
their puin; foras the cafe now ftands, the facred name of the /aw, is the
great enging of debauchery dand defiruttion, which thefe bawds make ufe of.

If fome officers, whofe duty it is, were to do their duty, in a proper man.
nery the batwd, inflead of being countenanced and protefled, would bardly bave
power to purfue ber trade, much Iefs to profecute for falfe debts, or for fuch as
are not firéictly due. Tt is well known, that there are a fet of fellows, fup-
pofed to be minifters of juflice, employed in enquiring after handfome girls, that
area little in debt, ¢ and if they can contrive to buy up their notes, perhaps at
< acrown inthe pound, they arreft them, detain them at their houle in quality
“ of a [punging-boufé, and make their propersy of them. The debt, perhaps
¢¢.of fawo or three pounds, ftill remains if they were to earn them a bundred
«t\pounds; fothat they are never after, cut of their clutches, till they are rof-
c¢ ipem anil unfi for fervice, when they are caft into the ftreets.” Happy were
it if a Jaw could be fo contrived, without danger to good fubjeéls, that debts con-
tracted to bawds,  or in moforious bawdy-boufes, fhould be confidered as
debts contracted at play. The propofition feems to be equally confiftent,

bs! F 2 and



[ 44 ]

and ‘it might eckeck, if it did ‘not prevent fuch lawlefs practices, under the
fanclion of the laws. . And. if thofe women were upon their guard, fo ag
not to give their notes of hand, it would be a difficult’ matter, to prove,
that a bawd trufted a whore, for a good purpofe. But, alas, of all the daugha.
ters of Ewve, thefe girls are the leaft confiderate ;. fos/ifh in their departure from
virtuey and, if poffible, Qill more feolifh, in not knowing how to make
vice inflrumental ;to their fupport; a prey to the debauckee, and  the
meérchandize of the artful pimp, who itriumpbs in their credulity, It
is undoubtedly a lefs crime againt God, and the fafe, to take a
purfe, than for one of thefe bawds to enfnare a poor girl firft, and then
plunge her into prifon for a debt, the value of which, perhaps, has been
paid ten times over. . This is:an evs/, which youwwill,: ’ere long, have greater
knowledge of ; and, I hope, you will be able to obtain fome remedy for it. For
if thefe keepers of bad houfes, find means to force women to continue pro-
ftitutes, they will be enabled to declare open war againtt your inflitution, in par- .
ticular, as they now fetat defiance all laws in general, buman and divine, If
thefe practices are not fupprefied, the attempt to relieve thefe qutchpd,;gqp '
men, will require fo much the greater attention. As to the bawds taking
much pains to mifreprefent the nature of your inftitution, I have too much
reafon to believe ley__ have done it, and will continug to do it; but we may
hope, that thofe who have any fenfe, will not be talked out of . it, or their good
inclinations fruftrated by perfons, whofe profeflion it is to deceive, and who
having bargained for their fouls with the father of Jies, the more company
they drag with them into the regions of darknefs, they feem to think the
lefs miferable they {hallbe. May heaven punifb them till they become vistuous !

You will foon difcover what a true gallantry of fpirit it requires, to refcue
thele unhappy proftitutes from favery; to, reftore them to the arms of their af-
flicted.
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flicted parents ; and to render them a comfort to their relations and Sriends,
And if you can thus defend the /Jaws of God, you may alfo recover
us, in fome meafure, to difcipline, and obedience to Jgiflative authority,
which, 1 am forry tofay, has long been at a low ebb among common people,

Let nothing be wanting to render your defign effeGual to the end pro-
pofed | If reafon, if perfuafion ; if the moft fuitable encouragement, can make
any impreflion; if the bgpes of eafe in this world, or of bappinefs in the
next, can engage the attention of thefe women, I know you will convince
them of the benevolence of your intention. Some time, however, will be
neceflary to perfuade them bow well you mean; and it may be hoped, they
will at length learn that virfue, in a plain garb, with health and a fober
diet, is preferrable to being drefled up like fheep for the altar, and of fuf-
fering all the ‘dreadful confequences of an impious life.

‘As you propofe to give each a part of the produce of her labor, and in-
tend that thofe who behave well fhall have a bounty alfo, it may be hoped,
they will find the greater reafon to thank God for their deliverance. Itis

alfo probable, that many of thofe who are rea/ converts, will, by their la-
bor, piety, and modefty, and their charaéier in confequence of fuch quali=
ties, recommend themf{elves to good hufbands ; for it is very eafy to conceive,
that the agreeablenefs of many of thefe women, added to their ability to
fupport themfelves, will tie the bands of focial affection much ftronger,
than is ufual in common life, where neither prety nor indufiry are regarded.
=9

As there is joy in beaven over a finner that repenteth, there ought to be

joy on earth alfo. 'We lament the lofs of a good man when he leaves this

world, but we aught to fbudder at the death of the wnrighteous. 1t is this
| only
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only which gives a de¢p anguith of foul to him whofe ideas are enlarged, and
who looks beyond the #arrow verge of life. When you fee thefe women
reftored to a true fenfe of virtue, you may confider them as riﬁng from the
grave, and you may fafely fhow all the indulgence which the nature of your
undertaking will admit of. If byany act of munificence you can put them
in a way of fettling comfortably in the wur_ld, your charity will fhine with re-
doubled luftre. This leads me to mention, what notions have been entertain.-
ed by fome of the greateftand beft of men, inregard to the encouragement of
marriage. The learned Ergfinus thought the giving dowries one of the noblef?
kinds of charity, and bequeathed certain fums of money to it. And the
ingenious baron Holberg, who was alfo greatly diftinguithed for his merit,
eftablithed a_fund for that purpofe, and without doubt, he died with much the
greater pleafure, in the reflexion that he fhould be inftrumental in making
fome young ladies the happier, in that ftate, which it is no indignity to
them to fuppofe, moft young women with to be. His legacies were con-
fined to the mofl wirtuous part of the fex, and confequently to render them
more happy than they were before : you plead for thofe who were loff, and
are found, with a view to alleviate their mifery, and render them ufeful,

And fince pleafure chiefly confifts in an abfence of pain; and as virtue is, in
fome degree, its own reward even with regard to this world ; it feems tobea
higher object of the care of mankind, to relieve the diftrefled, than even to
augment the happinefs which wirfue has fo ftrong a title to. k.

If the promife of temporal as well as efernal rewards, will raife a glori-
ous emulation amongft the moft wirfuous ; may we not hope that it will be
inftrumental alfo in reclaiming the vicious? Happinefs is thecommon end pur-
fucd ; and we may point out, even to the moft abandoned of mankind,
what are the trueft means to acquire this end. We may alfo lay it down

as
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as an invariable maxim, that whatever tends to promote, amengft the idle and
difficlute, a habit of induftry which, to all appearance, will produce as great
an advantage to the community, as the pecuniary confideration which is gi-
ven, to promote that indufiry, amounts to, will in the iffue be highly bene-
ficial. But, if to induftry we add the means of preferving life 5 the improve-
ment of moral virtue, and the exercife of religious duties ; it is, in fa&,
only making ufe of a few good things of a leffer value, toacquire more good
things of a much greater value: and where care is tiken to prevent a-
bufes, this muft be productive of the greateft benefit. It feems abfurd to
entertain a jealoufy, that whilft we feel the fad effects of any certain vice, that
the encouragement of a virtue of an oppofite nature will promote fuch vice
and #otbing but virtue thould entitle them to fuch an encouragement.

A lbounty being thus given to fuch reclaimed perfons, as exeel in piety,
induftry, and a fubmiffion to a regular ceconomy, it will certainly prepacs
the way to their being married to honeft and indaftrious men. The happy
ends which will be obtained by fuch a Jounty, given to the virtuous, witha
view to prevent the propagation of mifery and bad example, feem to be too
obvious to need any farther ilufiration ; for, if thofe, who have been a nu-
fance, become ufeful members to fociety, and they receive the rewards of
virtue as they now receive hire for being wicious, the ends of true policy,
and true charity, will be anfwered in the higheft, and moft preper mans
ner, and the fate will be doubly repaid the charge.

T apprehend from your plan, that you do not intend to receive the diffemper=.
ed till cured, nor the aged, but only fuch as have been profitutes, and be«
ing yet in the prime of life, are in danger of returning to. their evil
courfe ; and alfo defirous to become induftrious; and aboveall, fuch as feem to

have:
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have a fenfe of their guilt, and earneftly wifh to give groof of their repent-
ance. - Under thefe circumftances, it will be hardly pofiible your eftablifh-
ment can degenerate into a Lock Hofpital, as fome imagine, more than it
will become a common workboufe, and, leaft of all, a houle of correftion.

I refer it to your confideration, if you can by any other means have fo fair
an opportunity of difcovering the real charaéter, and difpofition of {uch ob-
jeQs ‘of your charity, ascome from hofpitals, asin the very place where they
have been cured of their difeafes : and if, during the time of cure, thofe
who are candidates for your beneficence fhould not be feparated from thofe
who do not fo much as pretend to leave off their iniquity ? If an able divine,
who knows how to recommend religion, is alfo employed in fuch hofpitals,
the difficulty of accomplithing your work, will every day decreafe. — Hu-
manity in preferving their health when recovered 5 piety in taking care of their
fouls 3 policy in promoting ufeful 7nduflry, will then keep pace with thofe chari-
ties, which are fo well calculated to cure the diféafes of thefe unbappy women,

Every hofpital eftablifhed for the cure of wvenereal difeafes, and pﬂrticula'il‘ly
that which is appropriated to this purpofe only, will derive a fan&tion, and
increafe in reputation, in proportion to the number of patients who become
penitents, and after they are cured prove an honor to fociety. = Thus we fhall
make one inftitution fubfervient to another, and render fuch hofpitals ef-
feGtual, to every great and good purpofe for which they were eftablifhed.
They are already temporary expedients to alleviate mifery, but they cannot
render the obje@s bappy, in this world, much lefs can they fecure the fe/i-
city of the mext,

SECTION
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O.U w:ll. eaﬁly _;udge nf' the z..al wuh whmh I efpnui’e the caufe
. you, have. adopted : _but whﬂﬂ: I am pleading in behalf of this

ft'm::us lﬂﬂ‘lltﬂff?ﬂ, |t is neceﬁ'ary to takf: npt;cc, t[;mt if therc was. lefs m'femj,f
among the wurkmg ijmle poor, . thgrc .would not oply be fewer prgﬂrrum
but fc[wcr &gggfn, and fawer rbmm them wuuld hkewue be. a heav}r
cxpcncq in_the paars-rafe faved --—-Thf: 1ndu]g¢nce of feeding girls and
young wnn;len who, do not wnrik isa P:arl{ of Ja Jej tendqm:fa and fome-
umts‘rcndcrs chant:es m&rumcntal to dthﬂﬂﬂhﬂl‘}' 1 have uftr:n hf;ard
:alii oi" l:he: great d:ﬁ'-,:r:nce -::f thc rates, between pan{hes where the | poor
:waré and ‘where, thcy are idle: and nne: may natural]}- conclude, that
mauy whn are, bum to_get thmr bread by !ﬁbﬂr, dﬂ really {pend thq:r days in
ldlv:nﬁfs Ttus pprchend fo be the cafe amungﬂ: us, more than 15 ubfcrved
in. man}fiﬂthﬁr nations, and frum htnc:ﬁ anfes the i’cmnger reai'nnF tﬂ ‘enter fe-
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Lawgivers and magiflrates have at all times fuppofed, that the fear of
death, or confinement ; of compulfive labor, or corporal correttion, would
either awe the wicked, and prevent iniquity ; or that the actual fuffering of
thefe feverities, would, rzform all grofs enprmities, But it is a falt too well
Known, that the abufe of boufes of corredtion is carried to that pitch, with
us as’to render them houfes of corruption, not of reformation. Hence it
is prtﬂ:ahle, that you will fucceed in the way you prnpni’e, rather than
by any compulfive means, which, to a ﬁ'ff.' pfqp:’e may i'ender l:'ha r‘emm}

as bad as the dfﬁdﬁ.

Nntwnthﬂandmg the mutabﬂit}; of all human aﬁ'alrs nmw;thﬁandmg our
changeable tempers, we are amazmgly conftant in the great article of pub-
lic charities ; and yet we muft not pretend to much virtue, ’till we pay 7 more at-
tention tothat partwh:ch relatés to piety and’ ma’zgﬁry,tﬂcngh Tefs}nmg’ybc g'\fm
The fir/t will render the obje&s of thefe charities more moral, and cnnfequent-
ly lefs inclined to lmpofﬂ on their benefattors ; the laff, will ‘enable many ok
them to get their bread ‘Without fach “chatitable affiltance. e c'h-&ntlﬂ.
frnm their ?ery nature, ought in all reafon to decreafe s for, if ‘alts n‘f'bcnelﬁ-
cence do not create feﬁ want, and lefs mifery; if thole who have ’f:een -p_-,.
he,v.,rgd once, Thall for 'this and no better reafon, conc‘lude that fhe Bave a
nght to be rcheved again the mf:afure of {'uc'h thoral an"gatmns "Befween
the 7ich and poor, will be mnfaunded the wirfue of the Donor w:lI per'éé“&
its own end, and create that vcrjr mifery which he intended to Prmr:nt. "I\".
15 an obfervation but too well founded, that when the generality of the cnm-
mon people have worn off a fenfc of duty, and though able fa -war.& are
not athamed to cat the bread of idlenefs, great ‘mifery ‘and abufe’ uf chantjr
~ will‘creep in; and if corruption, and bad examples, turn pandrrs to excd’:

and Juxury, many wanis will be creatcd even among the poor, whtch ‘have

wil

nog
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no exiftence from neceflity 3 and which, otherwife, would have had no exift-
ence at all, But it is in vain to contemplate the evils which have made
fuch inroads upon us, unlefs we refolve upon meafures to prevent their pro-
grefi. If the vicious poor were oftener chaftifed, and compelled to work, a-
greeably to the great order of providence ; and if the virtuons poor were more
timely relieved with gentlenefs and humanity ; if a conftant affendance were
given, anda greater exertion of fkill fbewn in the oeconomy of parifh af-
f&:’r;, ‘we fhould not find fo much money expended, feemingly in vain :
there would not be fuch enormous fums devoted to charitable purpofes, and
yet our flreets abounding with objefts, who are a fbame to government,
and a difgrace to human nature,— It is a happinefs we enjoy in this com-
mercial nation, where nature has been fo indulgent to us with regard to
the fertility of the earth, that perhaps there is no country in the world,
where the people may be fo eafily fet to work ; but, as our riches are great,
fo is the indolence of the oppulent; and, as onr /Jiderty is facred, liberti-
nifm and a contempt of difcipline will often arife from it

Men of fpeculative minds may refine as they pleafe, things will have
their coutfe : on the one fide, even riches, with indolence, and licentiouf-
nefs, will certainly produce mifery : but, on the orber, virtue, ikill, and
vigilance, will fhew their effeCts in preventing, or alleviating, the evils of
life. It ought to be conftantly inftilled as a ruling principle, in the minds of
both fexes, and of all ranks; that man is.an aétive being, and if he is not
taught to do good, he will certainly do mifchief. Idlenefs is very juftly
called the 700t of evil in general, but it is particularly fo in the cafe of
prpﬁitutiun. — Of all ftations in life, the moft deplorable is that of per=
fons who are brought up in affluence, and reduced to poverty, without
any means of fupport from their own fkill and induftry. This I take to be
™ G 2 the
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the cafe of many proftitutes, who are ;the daughters. of . poor.tradefmen,
or of clergymen of . poor livings in the country,  If, by means of your
inftitution, fuch perfons learn to work, though they, begin late in life,
they may provide themfelves a comfortable fupport... A woman; who is
m1ﬂ::¢g5 of a trade, is a forfune toa hufband, and in cafe of his deathy mi}’r
provide for her children, as many widows do, who have had. thc hapgi-_
nefs to be educated in an induftrions manner, and in. the way wh.lcl} e
ture feems to have appointed for both fexes, equally the fame, thm;gh the
objet for_employment is d1ﬁ'ﬁrﬂnt It has been often ubferved,] that ll;grn'
are many trades, now in the hands of mepn, in which, wemen might do as
well, and fome which their natural ingenuity would -enable th4';m1 ut{} Fa;rj:_
on much better. o [ . fobAn o
- - g odi 1o i "-'.H, a3

The remedy of thefe evi/s has long en uagcd our thoughts, but war imaft
teach s to be frictly circumfpec.  The fkilfid and the adfive mufk help to
lighten the burthen of the rich, as well as of the poory and; by faving money;
affitt in the fupport of the war, that, when it ishappily finithed, we may be
the better enabled to cultivate the arts of peace.’ - Thus we, may tender our
charities equally fubfervient to the bonor of God, the fervice of the flate, ;and

the tempioral and eternal welfare of our fellow:fubjedts. . 1

With regard to fuch asare only in danger of being corrupted, it) mufi be
confefled, thatin fime cafes itis more eafy to prevent than.to cure a dijeafe,
yet it does not follow, that fuch cure is to be neglected. . When the propo-
fition was firlt made for an eflablifbment of charity-koufes for friendiefs girls
and repenting profiitutes, they were juftly diftinguithed as two very different
objects : and for as much as the denomination of friendle/s girls:might take
in valt crowds, from every part of the kingdom, the fupport of:which ne

: private
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p‘n-.fa‘fcf fubﬁ:nphnn could compafs, the propofal rcq_uuf:d much confidération

It alfo appeared, that if the overfeers of parith work-houfes, and the guar-
dians of charity-fchools were to do their duty effeQually, and employ all

young perfons, ‘'within their jurisdiGion, in ufeful labor, there could be no
oceafion for any (uch new inflitution. It was for this reafon, I prefume, thae
'}r_t:-u- firlt refolved to purfue the plan for fuch relief of thefe women, for whom.
1o provifion has been yet made, as might recover and preferve them.

3 Onlth'é other hand it is very apparent, that there are, in this great me-
tropolis, a number of young girls, entitled to protection, of whom, to our
great fhame, no parifh, or fchool, takes any cognizance, and who can
hardly avoid becoming the prey of /uff, difeafe, and mifery. ——— The dé-
fign of a‘well-regulated workhoufe for wagabond girls, may prove a great
relief to many miferable objects ; and if fuch an inftitution can be managed
in {o jadicious a manner, as to ferve as an example to parifh officers, and a
guide to guardians of charity-fchools, throughout this kingdom, it will
operaté in'a great meafure to the end in view : and if a proper provifion is
not yet male for the relief of fuch wagabend children, it is much to be withed
that fome /aw for this purpofe were enacted.

In Rome they have an eftablithment for poor female orphans, called the
order of the foly facrament, where they are taught fuch trades, as they
can live by when they come into the world : they make manufaures of
wool, both cloth and ftuffs, at the {ame time that they obferve great ex-
actnefs in ' their devotions. * There is hardly any country, proteffant or fo-
pifl; mabommedan or pagan, but fhews more tendernefs than we feem to
have had for {uch young girls as wander about the ftreets in filth and rags ;

for whillt we forget our duty to them, they feem totally unacquainted with.
S every.,
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every moral obligation, and accordingly we find them fo loft to a fenfe of
their duty to God, ‘as hardly to know that there is one.

If fuch charity fhould be found ufeful and expedient, you will, Iprefume,
confider the young vagabond female orphans alfo, if any number of them are
found 'in the eaftern quarters of the town, where there is the moft  fhew egf_'
police.  This I apprehend to be your defign : but your firft attempting :thq
Magdaien Charity, is a proof of your diftin@ion : if this is not the moft
¢fential, it is the moft difficult undertaking, and will require the moft fkill
and circumfpection. And for the fame reafon that the cure ofa difeafe,
feems to be'more interrefting, in a dire@ view, and fometimes more certain
in the operation, than the prevention of it, there is the utmoft reafon for
you to continue fteady to your intentions, in the purfuit of which, it is
probable, you will have bufinefs enough on your hands, though you were
pever to take up the other object,

After all that can be faid on the fubjet of your uudexmking, it moft

ftand on piety : real repentance is the only true foundation which can {up-
port it, and much will depend on your vigilance, and good fenfe. 1 make no
doubt but that every precaution will be ufed 5 and if your officers enter with
zeal and fpirit into your ideas, and endevor to make reflexions on their ex-
perience, and to furnith fuch hints as may be drawn from it, you can hard-
Iy fail of fuccefs. — No budy doubts of your fincerity or abilities ; and, it
may be prefumed, the propriety of the defign will every day merit the
attention of our fellow- {ubjects, more and more, and engage them to fubfcribe

to it with an open beart, and a l#eral band, as well knowing that, i the

mgft direét view, they will fave the wretched from perdition.

Before
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Before I conclude, Icannot help remarking, what infinite pains fome men
take to deceive themfelves; balf {o much labor to fet themfelves right, would
anfwer their frue end. Among other abfurdities, it is the common cant of
libertines of both fexes, that God never made man to be damned. 1f they
know their own meaning, it muft be this, that man being made, and as
his maker certainly intended his happinefs, be muf! be bappy, whether he an-
{wers the conditions of that bhappinefs or not,— Is not this an opinion more
abfurd than was ever entertained, even by the Pagan world? —The larned
and the sliterate may equally bewilder themfelves in their enquiries, but
ftill they muft recur to this conclufion, that we were made free, and are
rational agents ; that we are free, and as fuch, a free and rational obedi-
ence muft, from the very nature of things, be expe@ed from us. Could God:
be the judge of mankind if there was nothing to be judged of? — And
what fenfence can we conceive, can be paft, where there is no punifbment:,
for Wen? ~- And for what can we imagine men will be punithed, but
for their difobedience to the divine command ? — Wretched mortals, thus
to endevor to put out the eyes of their own underftanding, that under the
fhelter of darknefs they may gratify the animal part of their compofition, ot
pleafe fome favourite paflion, though it be but for a moment.

/' o Wit 45 ; the weak, and the wicked part of mankind, generally incline to
adapttheir wotions to their praétice, and talk of the infinite mercies of God,,
as if they meant only to fatfer him out of his juflice. As it is blafpbemy
to challenge our Maker for creating us what we are, or for making the
conditions of our happinefs fuch as they really are; fo it is the grofleft
folly to imagine, he will reverfe his decrees. If we really lelieve in him 3
if we have any pretence to the privileges of reafon, we fhall indeed find
the higheft-confolation, in the contemplation of his mercy, whillt the terrog

of
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of his jufllice' will keep us inawe: we fhall do honor to the power he has
entrufted us with, and receive with joy the affjfances he has promifed ; and
thus, inftead of rebelling againft his autbority, we {hall find infinite reafon
to pay divine honors to his ¢lemency, as the fupreme lawgiver; and to adore
his goodnefs as the fender parent of mankind. Let us ever remember that
our lelief depends greatly on our pradlice, as well as our praftice on our
belicf. Every one may Jee, if they chufe to look, what God has been pleafed
to reveal of himlelf: and what his w7/} is towards mankind; ,, Thofé, who
fondly imagine that he means the contrary of what he fays ; or that.ourre-
velation is fabulous, may, as I fet out by obferving, as. well difcard ' ¢hr-
Sflianity at once. ~ We muft cither give up the. bible and teflament, or re-
nounce. our reafon, or forfake our fins, o 145 S04

The tafk of teaching thefe unhappy proftitutes the great law.of confides
ration, will be glorious, in proportion as their prefent fituation is dreadfuli
What a frade is that, the wages of which is everlafting perdition!—If they faw
the real flate of their condition, and the ruin gaping wide to {wallow them;
they could not live in open contempt of the laws of God and man, and
in defiance of confcience ; their fouls would fhudder at the thought ! their
minds would be amazed with terror ! If they were made fenfible what clouds
of darknefs hang over their profpect of futurity, remorfe would rend their
hearts | Thought may, indeed, be in fome meafure banithed, apd the
mind become infenfible of fear, or forrow; but will the foul therefore
ceafe to be immortal ? — Or will a God of infinite juftice not punifh
for offences, the babitual exercife of which, occafions this very infenfibility ?
On the other hand, they will be convinced, that heaven has boundlefs
joy in ftore for zhofe who repent of their mifdeeds. That the pra&lcﬁi
of virtue w:ll comfort the heart, and exilerate the {pirits, rejoice the foul,

and
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and exhibit a {cene of pleafure, and felf-complacency, beyond the power of
language to defcribe ; and fince life, at beft, is balanced on a point fubject
to fall, even by the motion of the alr, let thofe who have been moft expofed
to danger, rejoice moft, when they happily finith their journey, and what-
ever Zemptations or diftreffes, difappointments, or misfortunes, they may have
met with on the road, let them cheer cach other, and reftin pious confi-

dence, that they fhall at laft be fafely conduéted to the manfions of everlafting
felicity ! | |

Let me once more obferve, that it is amazing how far prejudices often
betray the moft virfuous and fenfible perfons, into a beliefof what the moft
vicious and foolifh are folicitous to give credit to, namely, that itis an abfur-
dity to think of repentance among proffitutes. If nothing but a miracle could
reform this vice, it might beabfurd indeed to expe& fuch miracle, but I ap-
prehiend that this valgar error has taken its rife from good policy not rightly un-
derftood. We may now appeal to faits. 'Whillt Tam yet writing, T hear
that you have taken in a number of poor girls, who give every token of be-
ing what they pretend, fincerely defirous to forfake their evil courfe of
life, confcious of their offence, and glad to make atonement for it ; that
they live with the fimplicity of young children, and the underflanding of wo-
men who know 7beir happinefs is the only object you have in view.

The utility of your undertaking muft be apparent to all the world. ' If
you afford thefe women the means of enmployment, you will inftruét fome
in wfeful arts who never learntd any before 5 you will give others a babit of
induftry, as well as an opportunity of reforming their morals ; and refcue
their bodies and their fouls. Thus may we flatter ourfelves that the moft
fenfible, the moft virtuous, the moft pious and diftinguifhed ladies amongft

H us,
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us, will fhew the molt commiferation, and pride themfelves in promoting
this charity : while men in general, thofe who are the kaff, as well as thofe
who are the mof converfant with barts; willi find fufficient reafon to contrit
bute towards the eftablithment and fupport of it. .1 hope doth fexes, will
promote an undertaking, fo well calculated at once to prove a 4lsfing to the
commaniwealth, and an bonor to buman nature, that we may Ave to fee trué
divinity, and true policy unite, and, die in.fo much the more exalted bope,
and pious confidence, that we thall receive our reward in that ftate, which
every moment brings fo much nearer to us.

Let it not be coldly {aid, * thefe, women are [felf-punifbers, and their mifery
the ¢ffect of their.own folly:” Alas, we ate -all foolifh, though! not in'the
fame manner or degree. Our wor/dly misfortunes, and our Jpiritual diftref-
fes, generally arife from our paffins, our weaknefs, ot perverfe inclinations 3
and 1f no {uccour ought to be afforded infuch diftrefs as this, when is'it to
be afforded ? God forbid that the greateft calamity fhould be the leaft con-
fidered!  There are many inflances in which human laws exa& atonement
for crimes, and, without which, fociety could not exift. In fuch cafes
the Perfian adage takes place, they must Jfleep in the bed which they bave made!
But you intend to convert and fave finners by the means of prety and Jabor,
not to defiroy them by the fword of juftice.

Perhaps fome of thefe women have never been properly taught, that the
fame divine lawgiver, on whofe authority we found the certain belief of the
immortality of the foul, has declared that he fhall one: day denounce the
{everelt maledistion again{t -thofe who die smpenitent. Go, ye curfed, into
everlafling fire | — Depart from me, into that wnutterable mifery, into which
your own impenitence has plunged you. - But, to thofe who have repented,

in
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_in fincerity of heart, and, by a fober and religious life, have given proof
of fuch repentance, he aflures us, praife and applaufe will be given, more
harmonioufly (weet, than the moft feraphic firains of mufic, and far more
tranfporting than the united force of all the captivating delights this world
can afford | Come ye blefled of my father, inberit the kingdom prepared for you.
Be happy. — Be bappy for ever; immortally happy, as far beyond your
conceptions, as beaven is cxalted above earth, or the duration of efernity
exceeds a moment !

Thus have you fet a view of eafe and comfort, difeafe and mifery, life and
death, heaven and bell, before the eyes of thefe poor women, To thofe va-
rious methods in which mercy is generally offered, you add another ffrik-
ing proof, how much the hearts of men are influenced by that benignant
power which governs the world. May your piety be communicated to
others, and produce all the happy effects of this truly charitable, and truly
pious inflitution |
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