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For eftablithing the

MAGDALEN CHARITY.

fubje@s a fair opportunity of examining the merits of
whatever they fubfcribe to; and indeed the genius of
the nation, and the conftitution of our government,

IT is_entirely agreeable to cuftom, to give our fellow-

require it. I have alfo feveral particular reafons why I
take this method to offer you thefe thoughts: one of them
is, that at public meetings, where there is no previous acquaint-
ance with the fubje&, much time is frequently loft in fryitlefs en-
quirics ; and debates allo arife, upon what has not been
at all confidered. Another reafon is, that few people are
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qualified, to judge of the merits of a caufe, at the firft hear-

ing, though they may be both able and willing, if you
give them a fair opportunity.

As to thofe who will give fifty pounds, rather than read
for fifzy minutes; or fit fix hours at cards, and yet complain
that they have not fix minutes to fpare, all I fhall fay on
the prefent occafion is, that we muft take ewvery man in bis
bumor.

Many of the thoughts which I have now the pleafure to
communicate, are your own, though their drefs is changed';
others I have colle@ed from the beft authorities, nor have I
been idle in the exercife of my own mind. I have digefted
- the whole; as well as my various avocations and abilities

would permit, in {o thort a time : they are all fubje@ to your
correction. | '

The more I think of the objeé@s of your charity, the more
I am convinced of the propriety of }’Durl defign ; and the
more zealous I am to promote it. ¢ The price of a good
woman is indeed beyond gold ;” ome fenfible modelt girl is
worth /2y foolifh vicious omes: it will therefore be a glo- -
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will men, who pretend to believe in him, be idle {pe@tators of the vio-
lation of it? Or, fhall he offer conditions of pardon, and we not counte-

nance and recommend {uch conditions ?

How melancholly is the fituation of that chriftian country I'wl_:mre valt
numbers of the common people have worn off all fenfe of their religion,
and adopted notions and cuftoms which Mabommed would have been athamed
of. Indeed there appears to be fuch a negle@ of this divine prohibition,
that the word of God feems to be of no effeét. Is there not reafon to fear from
hence, that the facred records in general, will grow into contempt : Is‘thqure
any better authority for Thou fhalt not murder, than that Thou fbalt not
commit adultery? Vice is now become fo cheap, and the {pirit of modefty
at fo low an ebb, among the common pegple, that it is hard to fay how far
thefe a&s of uncleannefs may be carried; nor what mifchiefs they may
produce. As wifdom begins with the fear of God, the want of this fear has in-
troduced fuch ignsrance, that many feem to have loft all fenfe of their duty,
particularly in this article of incontinency. Let us then 7ry if we can pre-
vent, at leaft fome of the calamitous effects of this excefs, in which both
the fexes, and the virfuous as well as the vicsous, are too frequently involved,

It feems to be acknowledged, that the common people, inhabitants of
London, are more abandoned than their fore-fathers were; and among the
higher claffes many refinements in vice, and methods of carrying on the
trade of luff, are introduced, to which our anceftors were ftrangers.

It is granted, that the propofed Magdalen- Houfe may be fubje& to fome
abufes: but is there a fingle charity but what is in fome meafure aiually
abufed? Whoever fhall argue from hence that there fhould be no public

cbarities, will expofe himfelf to be ftoned to death as an enemy to religion
and
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and his country. Great refinements are dangerous, and a departure from
common fenfe is apt to bewilder mankind.

If we confider the prefent time, and the nature of this charity, more than
a concurrence of common caufes feem neceflary to induce us to make the
attempt. Yet it muft be remembered, that as the miferies of war awaken
the mind to a deeper fenfe of religion, fo are we called upon by prudence
and bumanity, to think of the means of faving as many lives as poffible.
To do this in a proper manner, each in his refpective province, requires
almoft as much fkill and refolution, as the arduous affairs of war.

An obje& of this kind will by no means admit of a languid indifference;
our honor is concerned in it; for whether we fail for want of induftry,
fkill, or money; whether our laws, er our morals prove unequal to the
tafk, we fhall certainly fuffer the reproach of other nations, as well as
our own, if we do not carry the defign through with a becoming fpirit
and alacrity.

I hope we fhall not be wanting in any point; and if we can ftop the
progrefs of difeafes, which propagate mifery and defolation, and rob the
ftate of fuch numbers of fubje@ls; if we can check that libertinifm, the
peculiar tendency of which is amarchy and confufion; in a word, if the
number of proflitutes can be leffened, it will almoft neceflarily follow, that
the number of marriages will be encreafed ; and whilft marriage is the
{ource of almoft every relation that is dear or facred, it will be a noble
tafk to promote the defign in queftion. To deliver a number of young
women, in the prime of their youth and charms, from favery and pover-
1y, and prevent their being facrificed at the altars of pollution, will not

b~ only
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It is alfo a reccived notion that in Reme and feveral other places, thefe
women are /icenfed, or tolerated ; and it is true that they are under rea
Zulations, as a part of the police, but not in the manner as is generally
apprechended. 'When a woman is dete&ed, or. known to live in a flate
of licentioufnefs, fhe is fummoned before a magiftrate, who declares the
reafon of it in thefe terms:

You are impeacked of being guilty of proflitution, and of making a trade
of it. If you are inclined to repent, you may be received into the houfe of
penitents, where you will be properly employed, and taken good care of. If
you will not accept of this offer, and are deteiled again, you muf enter your
name at the public regifler as a proflitute, and be fubjest to the following re-
gulations, for the breach of whbich you will be feverely chaftized.

 1ft. You fball not appear on any account, except in a certain diffrit (a).

- 2dly, 27 i SPall ot refule any man who may - afk you, except on fundays
or balydays ; it muft not be before fuch an bour, nor after fuch an bour (5).

adly. If you live on the ground floor, you are to take but one [billing, on
the firft floor one fhilling and fix pence, and on the fecond two fhillings (c).

4thly. You are to receive but one man at a time to your apartment, un-
der fevere penalties, which will be exalled of you upon information.

sthly. You are not entitled to receive any benefit, from any hofpital or
parifb.

(‘@) Places mentioned. (%) Hours mentioned. (<) About this value.

b 2 ¢thly,
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the people ; to employ thefe w-::-inen_ in ufeful labor, and to habituate them
~ to a fober and religious life.

Of the whole race of Adam, there are furely none who fland in greater
need of thefe helps, than thefe unhappy women. T appeal to every dif-
paffionate mind, if there can be greater obje&s of commiferation, than
poor thoughtlefs girls, hurried into ruin by temptations,” to which
they are fometimes expofed, againft their zntentions. No girl can help
being young or handfome, nor are youth and beauty things that the
-pD{TcITurs are much inclined to conceal. ‘The impreflions of religion and
modefty go a great way, but if thefe young women are not guarded by
others, how ill qualified do too many prove in guarding themfelves, when
they are furrounded by fnares, the moft artfully and induftrioufly laid, by
thofe who make a 7rade of warring againft them. What contrivances will
not a depraved mind fuggeft to accomplith its end ?  Where men are en-
dowed, not only with fuperior faculties, but with all the advantages which
education and fortune afford, if they will® proftitute their honor to gratify
their appetite, many will become their prey.

The diftinctions of fortune, do not alter the rights of mankind. But
when a man forgets the great law of doing as be would be done by, it is not
furprizing he fhould debauch bis neighbour’s daughter, at the very time
that an offer of marriage with bés own, would be deemed the higheft ‘info-
lence. Such are the inconfiftencies men fall into!  And what fhall be faid
of thofe who pretend to benor and juffice, and yet, after gratifying their in-
clinations, expofe ber to every kind of mifery, to whom they profefled-the
fincereft love.  How many men are engaged by promifes, or by werds that
were underftood as promifes which they do not regard? The offers which

are
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are too.commonly made toitranfport the, deluded fair from mant, confinement
and refiraint of pafions, to liberty, gaiety and jgy, are temptations which
really deferve compaffion. When women of education, who are fuppofed
to be the guardians of their ewn honor, trefpafs, it is thﬂ: greater jha;:ﬁ:,
but the poor and ignorant are lefs. guarded agaiof} {fuch formidable feducers.
It is not enough that ‘fuch violators of divine laws, muft expect a day of
retribution ; - the virtugus muft maintain the warfare of life, that where
iniquily cannot be punifbed, the effeits of it at leaft may b—; rrf;rwd

To examinhe lhlE fubject more mmutely, let us enguire what the ﬂ‘am gf
the major part of thefe young women is after they are feduced?. How faqlp
their golden dreams vanith! Abandoned by him who called himfelf her
lover, now [porting in her mifery, or at beft an idle fpeclator of it, Des
ferted by her friends, who too often think only of the ¢rime, .andpq;'ngd
by the world, which generally judges with too much feverizy, Left to
firuggle with zyranny, want and feorn ! ‘What muft follow? She plunges
herfelf deeper and deeper into guilt, in her own defence, ’till poverty, filthi-
nefi and difeafe, foon conclude.a miferable life.

It is too well known, that this is the cafe with moft of the proftitutes
in their feveral degrees, from thofe pampered in private flews, down
to the common dregs infefting our ftreets; and that the greater part of
them, having once taken to this dreadful way of life, afterwards feek
difeafes and an early death, through mere nece/ity,

Every one who confiders this fubjet muft fee, that the feeds of vistue
cannot grow in the breafts -of thefe unhappy women, more than the

richeft fruit from the tree which is unpruned and over grown with
mofs |
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mofs | And if they are thus left to prey on the m;wary,- it is equally
certain that they will propagate iniquity, and fprcad difeafe through a
great part of both the fexes, pcf'ﬁaps a mun':- greafer part than is ge-
nﬁ*ﬁ-ﬁy mﬁgmcﬂ

~ The utifity of this deﬁgn then muft be apparent. If we afford them the
medns of Mabfaj'mm, we fHall inftrut fome m ufefal arts who never learn-
ed any trade before; we fhall give others a fabit of induftry, as well s an
opportunity of reforming their norals : and thus we may refcae them from
laefaiﬁan-. pwr s | |

Th:r: is reafon fo bchavc, fhat numbers of both fexes will promnt: an
ﬂﬁ&ertakmg which muft at once prove a bleffing to the common wealth,
and an honor to human nature. It will do more good, in proportion to the
expence, than any other charity ; for it muft be confidered, that the Db_]i.&ﬁ
are m the prrme: of life, capable of ﬁ&rﬁrﬂg, and ' when once this ¢harity is
eftablifhed, we may hope to maintain the houfe. Thefe women will not
warlt many officers, they will be their own fervants, and their expences
will lie i in 4 narrow compaf§, being only fuch as will arife from clothing and
plain ﬁba’ "Medicines indeed will be nf:(:ﬂffary to fome, - but in general
it is Hoped, that temperance and fobriety will render them of little ufe.
Indeed “there is the utmoft reafon to flatter ourfelves, that many motives
will concur, to ftrike the heart, and obtain a liberal contribution for
this charity. | -

There is, 1 believe, no city in the world where fuch grofs enormities
prevail as in this great metropolis. There is an elegancy in vice as well as
in virtae, and though it is the more dangerous in fome refpeéts on this

' account,
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account, yet fill it guards againft thofe diforders. to which a brutal pro«
fligacy expofes mankind. There is a certain delicacy of manners effential
to good order : and the diftinctions which the fexes (how:to each other is one
great means of fupporting thatorder. But how dreadfully are things tranf-«
formed withus! We frequently hear thofe tongues, which the God of na-
ture defigned fhould foften the diftrefles of human life, and give a relith to
its joys, uttering the higheft indecencies, and the moft,dreadful imprecations !
We ought alfo to confider that thele young perfons as born in a free country,
where pure religion is profeffed ; that many of them educated in the principles
of virtue ; all of them entitled to the proteétion of men, and moft aﬂ'urﬂdl'j
defigned, by the wife author of nature, as their partners in the focial joys
of life. Now let us turn the glafs and behold them, the abject flaves of an
abandoned procurefs, fold both bedy and foul for balf a crown ! Does not this

fire the foul with indignation !

But it is not merely the reafons we draw from the circumfiances of others;
we muit alfo confider our own. Some of us are called upon by juftice and
rgu}'r_;- ; others'by native generofity, and their belief in Chrift. ‘Thofe who
are confcious, to what lengths the-fallies of youth have hurried them, will
make fome atonement: retribution Is the ftile of equity ; juftice and bene-
volence conftitute a great part of the charater of a gentleman, and a

man of honor.

The fpirit of charity has been fo eminently difplayed in thefe cities, _f'nr,_
fome years paft, that this feems to be the only objec? that has efcaped us.
Charitics are mutable things; fome of them, from their very nature,
cught in all reafon to decreafe; for if ats of bcncﬁccncc da not cre-,

ate Jefs want, and Jefs mifery ; if thofe who have been relieved once, Q:all
for
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for this and no better reafon, conclude that they have a right to be relieved
~ again, the mutual bonds of moral obligations, between the rich and poor,
will be untied and broken ; the virtue of the Donor will pervert it’s own
end, and create that very mifery which he intended to prevent. If the vi-
cious poor were oftener chaftifed, and compelled to work, agreeably to the
' g}cat order of providence ; and if the virtuous poor were timely relieved,
though in a moderate degree ; if a confltant attendance were given, anda
greater exertion of fkill fbewn in the ceconomy of pari/h affairs, we thould
not find fuch vaft {ums expended, feemingly in vain.. There would not
be fuch enormous fums devoted to charitable purpofes, and yet our fireets,
abounding with objects, who are a fbame to government, and a difgrace to
buman nature. |

* The remedy of thefe evils feems now to engage men's thoughts, War
will teach us vigilance ; and it may be expected, that the fkilful and the ac-
tive will help to lighten the burthen of the opulent, and enable us to {upply
money to fupport the war.

To an{wer the objections which are made, I muit take lecave to obferve,
that every defign, calculated to fupport the caufe of reafon and religion,
appears to fome people as an extravagant attempt; but, upon firi¢t exami-
mation, the extravagance will be found to confift, in deferting the intereft of
reafon and religion. A clofe adherence to fome political principles, how-
ever well grounded in obfervation, not only depreciates human nature ex-
tremely, but alfo betrays us into an opinion, that our very attempts to
obey the laws of God, in certain inftances, are romantic and ridicalous, Thus
we firft negle&t the reverence which is due to human nature, and then

lcave rcliginn and viirtue to take care of themfelves. But thele politi-
C clans
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¢ians (hould remember, that was there nothing more in view than political
prudence, with regard to the increafe of the fpecies, and the good order of
the flate, there is the utmoft reafon to check the progrefs of this banéful
vice. As matrimony is the fureft method of augmenting the number of
pecple, and the trueft cement of civil fociety, it is furely no fmall object
to difcourage whoredom, though we know we cannot fupprefs it.

Granting that mankind generally repent more of their follies than of their
Jins, and rather with for the means of gratifying their paflions, than for that
kind of life which renders virtue moft eafy to be acquired: granting all
this, is it not reafonable to think, that the eftablithment of a Magdalen-
Charity will, upon the whole, be producive of good? The principle of
introducing young women to a life of piety and #nduflry, who have been
ufed to a life of fcandalous 7mpiery, and thamelels idlenefs, muft make fome
impreflions even on rheir minds, who may not come within the walls of
this houfe, as well as on thofe who may become the inhabitants of it. Teo
fuppofe that any will be the worfe for it, is goinga great Wa}r:- Wwe may as
well fuppofe that men will fquander their fortunes in hopes of an alms-boufe
or break their legs becaufe there are firgeons, as that women will become
proflitutes becanfe the means of Jabor and repentance will be offered them.

The religion of Chrift is diftinguithed by that kind of eharity which
leads us even fo die for the fervice of mankind : it teaches its votaries za
be all things, to all men, in bopes of winning fome. And if what the poet
fays is true :

¢ The broadeft mirth unfeeling folly wears,
*“ Lels pleafing far than virtues very tears,”

Are
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~Are all women fo much more abandoned than men, when they take to
evil courfes, as to be deemed irreclaimable ? Has virtue no charms to capti=
vate their hearts, or religion no power to create a deteftation of vice and
folly ? Let thofe who have examined only the foul corners of the hearts
or pryed only into the darkeft fcenes of iniquity, argue as cogently as
they pleafe, even from real fa&ts, they muft in their turn indulge others,
who know alfo from experience, that there is a native ingenioufnefs in the

minds of fome women, who have gone aftray, that inclines them to with
for the means of repentance ?  And fhall we do narbing to induce them to
repent 2

Some of thefe unhappy women, have fenfe enough to fee themfelves
become the Jflaves, the abjec? flaves of an abandoned bawd ; and is it
poflible for them not to wi/b to be fet at liberty? If a door is opened
to them, is it not probable that fome of them will come in ?

Suppofe only a tenth part of the proflitutes in London, are received into the
Lock Hofpital, and that only a tenth part of thefe, were to take refuge
in the Magdalen Houfe, we (hould be able to do a very eminent fervice in
an immediate view, and a flill greater good in it’s confequences. Go, and
fin no more, was the fentence of the Savior of mankind, to one who it is
fuppofed was a penitent. We may fay, come and learn bow to repent.  You
bave done great mifchief to yourfelf, and others, we will teach you to be
bappy in yourfelf, and to do good to mankind.

Thus may we hope, that this Charity will not become a' Lock Hofpital, as
fome imagine, nor yet a houfe of Correflion. 'Till the planisextended, and
there is an income adequate to the defign, it cught not to degenerate into

C 2 an
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~ the moft effeual method to recover thofe who are enthralled, loft and un-
done. The law of God; zeal for liberty ; the love of our country, and
the duty we owe to our fellow-creatures, call on us to try the experiment,
what can be done for their fervice, We all know what great difficultics
thefe unhappy women labor under, and how important our affitance may
be to fuch as' would repent, if they knew how to obtain, were it only a

bare fupport.

To urge that they are felf-punifhers ; that their mifery is the effe of their
own folly 5 and that they may fleep in the bed which they bave made, would
‘be fubferibing to our own condemnation. We are @/l finful, and our world-
ly misfortunes, as well as our fpiritual diftrefles, generally arife from our
own weaknefs or perverfe inclinations; and if no fuccor is to be afforded
in fuch diftrefs, when is it to be afforded 2 Does not this doérine deftroy
all the diftintions which religion and humanity have made? Let us there-
fore determine to #nfure the fuccefs of this bufinefs, by every means in our
power ; and by the help of God, refobve to comquer all difficulties, not
f*ighten ourfelves by falking of them ; or difplaying our parts in writing

pamphlets.

- After all that can be faid, much will depend on the piety, the vigilance,
the moderation and good fenfe ' of the govermors, who are appointed as a
committée to conduct this bufinefs, and not lefs on the integrity and abilities
of the ¢fficers who a& under them. Every precaution muft be ufed: any
eflential failure in the conduct of this enterprize, at firft fetting out, may
be ieretrievable. The officers thould be men capable of making refleGions
an their own experience, and of furnithing fuch hints as they may draw
from
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from their own obfervation, to render the plan complete: but it ought not
to be expe@ed that the plan can be perfeiZed at once.

It is not at all wonderful that we fhould fee fome ridicule prevail ; in-
deed we may obferve, in honor to the good fenfe of this nation, that
there has not been much wit difplayed on the occafion. = The difficulty that'
arifes in fome ferious minds, from a fuppofition that idlenefs and debauchery’
are habits not to be fubdued by a fimple, regular, and laborious life, is an
argument which' ' proves too much’; for, ‘in fa&, it.is faying, thefe habits
cannot be fubdued at all." I hope we fhall foon convince them of their
miftake:: Thofe who argue againft this charity from an opinion, thatal-
though whoredom is confeffedly productive of much mifchief, yet that it is a-
neceffary evil, will, upon mature reflexion, learn, even from their own prin-
ciples, if they can find none better, to draw conclufions in favor of fo hu-
mane and benevolent an undertaking.

. It muft be acknowledged, that it is more eafy to prevent than to cure @

difeafe, yet it does not follow that fuch cure is to be neglected.
When the propofition was firt made for an eflablifbment of Charity-Houfes for
Jriendlefs girls and repenting proftitutes, they were very juftly diftinguithed
as two diftin¢t objects: and for as much as the denomination of friend-
Jefs girls might take in vaft crowds, from every part of the kingdom, the
fupport of which no private fubfcription could compafs, the propofal re-
quired much confideration. It alfo appeared, that if the overfeers of parith

work-houfes, and the guardians of chdrity-fchools were to do their duty
effeCtually, and employ all young perfons, within their jurifdiction, in ufeful

labor, there could be no occafion for any fuch new inflitution ; therefore
it
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it was refolved to purfue the plan for the relief of thofe unhappy women,
for whom no provifion has been yet made,

On the other hand it is very apparent, that there are in this great
metropolis, a number of young girls, whom no parith, or {chool, takes any cog-
nizance of, and who can hardly avoid becoming the prey of uf, difeafe
or miféery. ‘Thefe are now pi'opnfed to be taken under the care of a fo-
ciety of noblemen and gentlemen; the houfe, intended for the reception
of thefe young creatures, is called the afylum, fituated in' the fouth-weft
part of the town; and it is to be prefumed, that this afylum will be managed
in fo judicious a manner, as to ferve as an example to parith officers, and
a guide to the guardians of charity-fchools, througheut this kingdom. ' If
it happcns.fn, it muft operate in a great meafure to the end in view: and if
a proper provifion is not yet made for the relicf of vagabond children, it may
lead to the enacting fome law for this purpofe.

The Society for condu&ing the Magdalen-Charity intend, if it {hould
be found ufeful and expedient, to purfue the young orphan plan alfo, in
the eaftern quasters of the town, agreeably to their original defign; but, like
able generals, they mean to attempt the more arduous tafk firft, a tafk indeed
by far the moft difficult, and which will require flill greater vigilance and
circumfpection : the probability of fuccefs is, however, on their fide, and it
would by no.means confift with their zeal and piety to relax in their endevors.

Lawgivers and magifirates have at all times fuppofed, that the fear of
death or confinement ; of compulfive labor, or corporal correéion, would
cither awe the wicked, and' prevent iniquity; or that the actual fuffering
of thefe feverities, would reform all grofs enormities. But it is a

d fa&t
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of his mﬁntry : his plan is to remeove the nuifance of common profiitutes, from
the firects of this metropolis ; to prevent the innocent from being feduced ; to
provide a maintenance for thofe who are willing to forfake a bad courfe of life ;
and to maintain and educate the orphans of the poor (a). Thele are great objedls
indeed, and happy were it if the wifdom of the legiflature, in addition to
the many laws in force, at lealt in being, could accomplith the end pro-
pofed. 1do not mean to offer a fingle reafon, why this point fhould not
be labored with the utmoft attention ; I with with all my heart, that fome-
thing were done in this wajr; nay more, I think fomething muft be done :
and yet the remedy againft proftitution is one of thofe circumfiances, which
depends more on the virtue of individuals, than on the power of the legi-
flature. Thele works of fatan muft be fir# undermined, and a breach made
in them, before they can be taken by form.

The fcheme now before us, in favor of penitent proflitutes, it is to be
prefumed will in time weaken the influence even of the impenitent ; and let
the number of penitents be ever fo fmall, it will leflen the number of pro-
flitates in general. Asan addition to the Jubors of the pulpit, and in gppo-

Jition to the labors of moft dramatic writers, we may alfo give fome proof
that laymen, as well as the clergy, are interelled in the great caule of reli-
giop. - We fhall alfo convince the world, that we know our intereft too
well as politicians, to neglect any means of preferving the lives of our fel-
low fubjeéts, or of promoting uféful indufiry.

' {a) Sec Mr. Welfls's propofal; fold by Hewderfon tnder the Ropal-Exchange. This gentleman
fhows a very fincere deteftation’ of thie excefles to which 'the prefent Ticentionfnes is carried, and
propoics a remedy for them.  Rather than go on, as we do, we mufl ¥y how fuch remedy will ope-
rate, for though incuring the patient, we muft take care of the conflitution, defjcrate diffafes require
defperate remedics, d

d2 ) To
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To fhow an anxious econcern for the immortal: happinefs .of our
fellow-creatures ; or a pious refentment of the difirefles of the female peni-
tent, will furely never create smpenitence : i will never render the evil we
mean to cure, more fatal; this is not confiftent with any common prin-
ciple. We are indeed the moft ingenioyfly sniquitous of any nation:uader
the cope of heaven, to abufe and frufirate the good intentions of falutary
Jaws, and pious inftitutions ; yet I cannot think we are fo loft, fo utterly
abandoned, as to rife up in arms againft this fcheme, Can we in common
fenfe fuppofe, that we {ball firengthen our enemies by dividing their forces;
or fucceed the lefs in battle, by ufing #ew engines of war, hithesto un-
practifed, when the o/d method of fighting has been found fo ineffectual 2
I am therefore conflant in my opinion, to purfue the plan before us, and
try the effects of it, with inflexible conftancy 5 if the thing is pradiicable, 1
am as fully perfuaded, that we fhall be well fupported. Let us thew the ut-
moft care and attention, and commence the project in fuch a2 manner, as if
we were f{ure it would fucceed. No body doubts of the fincerity. of thofe
who undertake it, and I hope they will give proof, of their being mafters of
fo much good fenfe, and inclination to unite in opinion, that the ubje‘& will
not prove too great for their abilities. In this confidence I will proceed
to deliver my thoughts on the fubject.

j"unexg,l.?ga‘.._
PO Sy TS G R I

INCE writing the above, I have received an anonymous letter, from an
S ingenious and political correfpondent, to whom I am much indebted, and now
acknowledge my obligation. The thought is not new to me, as will be feen in thefe
pages, but there are fome new lights thrown upon it. If the legiflature can con-
fiftently do it, I know of nothing which would tend more to weaken the force of

that
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that illegal authority which Zewds exercife over barlots, than to prevent their abuling
the laws. To do juftice to my correfpondent, I will quote part of the lecter.
It runs thus : 3 ‘

¢ You mult be fenfible, that the ruin of many of the girls now about the town,
¢ is owing to the infernal arts of the keepers of bawdy-houfes, who by fome means
¢ or other contrive to have young women run into their debt for lodging, dier,
«¢ clothes, &c. and then, by the terror of that debt, and the confequences of it,
« imprifonment, &c. hanging over them, force them to fubmit to their hel-
¢« lifh defigns, to the ruin of their fouls and bodies. Now, Sir, might not the
« law in this refpect (fora hint of this kind inferted in fome of your propofals may,
¢ perhaps, gain the attention of perfons able to effect fuch an alteration of this
¢ point of law :) might not the law be fo contrived, I fay, as to afford fome fhel-
¢ ter and relief ; to open fome room for thefe unhappy creatures to efcape from
¢ theirutter ruin ? As it is at prefent, the name of the law is the great engine of
*¢ debauchery and deftruction, which thefe devilith wretches, the bawds, make
% ufe of. It is propofed to your, and fome of your friends confideration, how
¢¢ the law might be altered in this point. A gaming-debt is not recoverable by
¢ law : why fhould not a claufe of an act of parliament be formed, enating that
¢¢ fuch a debt as this, contradted in fuch a place, and in fuch a manner, fhould al-
¢ fo not be recoverable by the bawd, or other perfon concerned in the wicked
¢ fcheme 3 a fcheme fo much more wicked than that of a common gamefter ?
s« In Rome, no proftitutes can recover debrs, it is faid : why fhould bawds be
¢ able to recover fuch debts here ?

e

¢t May heaven put it into your mind, how beft to act in this matter 3 in judging
< of this point yourfelf, and in delivering your thoughts to others, with all poflible
¢ fuccefs.”

‘What, alas, is to be done ? What can be done ? If thefe girls are fo mad to give
themfclves up as flaves to tyrannical miftreffes, by running in debt to them, who
can help them ? And yet it is a great reproach to us, to fuffer one fubject thus to prey

on
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confequences.—The fear of which obligedher to proftitute herfelf to every cuftomer,
who, from the beauty of her perfon, were too numerous.—The diftemper fhe caught
thefe infernal wretches would not fuffer to be properly cured, till by loads of mer-
cury they ended her life, and their own gains, in the 18th year of her age, and third

year of her bondage.

Thele, Sir, are the nefts of debauckery and willany, which, whether a Magdalen-
Charity takes place, or no, fhould be immediately exterminated. If low bawdy-
houlfes are nuifances to fociety, the more elevated ones are its bane.

Image to yourfelf, Sir, a fon — heir of all your hopes and fortune—perhaps ftill
a ftripling—decoyed into one of thefe houfes, where all the allurements of a harlot
are practifed to perfection. All her demands are agreed to. Unable to fulfil
them, what courfe may he not take? His health deftroyed—his life, every way,
endangered— If he falls not by the ill-adminiftered medicine, what can fecure him
from a more ignominious death ?—A failure of fupply converts his miftrefs to his
firk accufer! A perfeverance in his illegal practices, renders his fate inevitable !

Or paint to yourfelf the agonies of a parent, whofe daughter is decoyed by the
bafe treachery of an execrable bawd, who feeling the pulfe of her paffions, pro-
mifes the utmoft gratification of fuch as predominate. See her languifhing under
all the inveteracy of venereal complaints — ftill at the nod of every wretch that
can command the price fixed upon her by her fovereign. Now unable to fupport
the inordinacy of her diforder, and no longer fit for fervile proftitution, fhe is ex-
pelled the feminary, Infamy, mifery, and maladies furround her!
 Thefe, Sir, are pictures after real life, and whoever takes the trouble of com-
paring them with the originals, will find there is not a feature outrée.”
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RULES and REGULATIONS

FOR A

'MAGDALEN CHARITY.

‘O fum up what has been faid, we are fo confider the geest important
objects of the propofed charity.

' 1. To induce women, who have lived as proftitutes, to forfake their evil

courfe of life.

2. To open a retreat for them, where they may pafs their time in comfort and
faftl:y, under no other confinement than fuch as fhall be ab{'alutt]y neceflary for
their own prefervation, and what they fhall themfelves have voluntarily confented

to, without any legal power.

3. To employ them in the moft ufeful manner, both for themfelves and the
community, - and by rendering them pious, induftrious, and frugal, prepare them
for a comfortable fettlement in the world,

4 Tn el’m‘bhih fuch regulations and ceconomy as ﬂla‘{l at once feclude them
for a proper time from any evil communication, and to give them fuch habits as
fhall recommend them to the fober part of mankind.

5. To treat them with fuch regard and civility, as fhall convince them that

nothing more is meant than their own happinefs ; and yet to avoid thowing any
fuch indulgence as fhall tempt the evil-minded to abufe the charity, or which may
A difqualify
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difqualify thofe who are really penitent, from procuring a maintenance by virtuous
induftry when they fhall return into the world.

6. To difmifs them whenever it fhall appear for their fervice ; but not till they
thall have acquired fuch habits as promife fair to fecure them from the fatal effects
of idlenefs; and after they fhall have entitled themfelves to fuch a certificate of
their good behaviour, as will recommend them to ufeful and reputable employments.

7 To'appropriate {uch a fhare of the produce of their induftry o them, with
thé addition of fuch other bounty, as fhall be thought ‘due  to “their meﬁt,ﬁi

enable them to live with honor and reputation.

8. To condutt this charity in fuch a manner,  that it fhall be confidered as a
very high favor to be accepted, and confequently tntallf inconfiftent with the
notion' of fwiprifgument.  This will fubdue the difficulty as to Lew, fince it is
reafonable to conclude, that it will be hard to diftinguifh between a Houfe of legal
and confirained Canﬁ#ammf, and a Hmﬁ qf Cerreéiion.

1 seavs therﬁfure proceed to deliver my thnughts ‘on the kind of Hcm, the
Qfficers s Regulations 5 Objets to be admitted ; Labor, and domeftic Occonomy neceflasy,
to the eftablifhment and fupport of this charity.

1L Of the Housk..

It is to be wifhed, that a large and commodious 'building could be erected;,
fituated near the town, on a wholefome foil, with an ‘ample garden inclofed :-
but:this would require fo much time, even if we had money for. u:, tha:l: we n'.ughl::
lofe fight of the ebjett; thcmfﬂm we muft content ourfelves. till hereafmr with:
that we have, when we may purfue a greater plan; and the more as thatin Good-
man’s-fields * is fo fituated, as to enjoy fpace, air, and pnvacy, at a modcra:e.

expence, and does not requlrc much cnﬂ: in’fitting it up;
' : ll Nir.ﬂﬁ -

* Tais hpufe is taken and w;ll contain near-one hundred htds, with proper working-rooms, alarge

court-room, in which divine fervice will be pcrﬁ:rrmtd alaundry, a'garden, an area, and ather conveni-
€ncies ;
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- IL. Name of the Houst. |

A houfe for the ufe of Repenting -Prq,fi-*:'m:e.r is the defigr, and we muft not

refine too much upon the name, left we fhould lofe the fubftance &f the infti-

tution ; nor eught we, on the other hand, to make too _frequr:nt mention of the

word Proftitute ; for in good truth, fhe who ‘forfakes her evil courfe of life,

is no longer the perfon fhe was. The good Mary Megdalen, whofe’ ftory is re-

corded for our inftrution, ftill preferved her name, though fhe forfook her

fins ; for the fame reafon, thofe who may now forfake’ their iniquities, will think
it no impropriety to call this the Magdalen Charity-houfe.

111, The GovERNMENT.

Tue very effence of this charity, as indeed of moft others, will depend on the
vigilance and attention of thofe who are charged with the care of it; and there-
fore it fhould be the firft objet to fele a number of proper perfons, men of
bufinefs, zeal, and piety, fuch however as are not too deeply immerfed in bufinefs,
not men of narrow minds, nor fuch as move in a very contracted fphere.

Tris Society fhould confift of

A PRrESIDENT.
Four VicE-PrESIDENTS.

A TREASURER.

.5 ‘A
encies ; fothat there is reafon to believe, it will anfwer the purpofe for a beginning, without falling under
the imputation of fetting out with contrafled views of things belonging tothe public, whichisoften pratifed,
as if the nation was to be extin® in a few years. This is frequently the feeret canfec why we do not en-
large our ideas, when the merit of the objeft requires it; but, in this cafe, we muft try the experi-
ment, that we may purfue the defign with the more advantage hereafter. The proper eftablifhment
joined to a proof of the utility, will be the fureft recommendation of this charity to the public; and
experience will point out on what plan a futare building fhall be compofed. It is highly probable,
that it will be found advifeable hereafter to have more than one hofpital, and where there are proper
perfons to take charge of it, the principal hofpital may be at fome diftance from the metropolis,

A2
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per that time and experience fhall have famed their paffions, and rendered them
fubfervient to their reafon. And even under thefe circumftances the greateft
care is neceffary.

IV. Of GoverNors in general.

r. A susscripTion of twenty guin-l:as fhall be a qualification of a Governor
for life.

2, An annual fubfcription of five guineas fhall be a qualification of a Go-
vernor for that year; which fubfcription, when it fhall amount to twenty-five
guineas, fhall be a qualification for life.

3. Everv Lady fubferibing as above, fhall be entitled to vote either perfo-
nally, or by proxy, provided the proxy be brought by a Governor.

4. ALy Corporations, Communities, Societies; and Partnerfhips, fubfcribing
as aforefaid, may vote by proxy as above-mentioned, each Corporation, Com-
munity, Society, or Partnerfhip, having only one vote in any election.

5. No Governor fhall be poflefitd of more than one proxy; if the numbers of
voters are equal, the Chairman fhall have the cafting vote, :

6. Ir the defign' fucceeds, and promifes great fervice to the Commonwealth,,
to apply to the Crown for a Charter to incorperate this Society.

V.Of the PrRESIDENT..

Hz fhould be a perfon eminent in rank and fortune, as well as diftin-
guifhed for piety, and fometimes thow his countenance by his attendance.

VI. Four Vice-PresipeEnTs.

. THe fame regard fhall. be had in the choice of them as of the Prefident;.
and if fome of them are Nobles, it will give the greater weight and dignity to.

the undertaking, VI
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VII. Of the TrREASURER.

1. He fhall be a man of fortune and chara&er in the city, who may lhaw;
weight to obtain Subfcriptions by perfonal applications, as occafions may
offer, and who will attend the Committees.

2. In the abfence of the Prefident and Vice-Prefidents, he fhall take the chair,
But in his abfence a Chairman fhall be chofen for the Day.

3. HE is to reccive all benefactions whatfoever, from the hands of the gover-
nors or officers of the houfe, who fhall occafionally receive or colleét the fame;
and he fhall pay all fums fo received into the hands of a Banker or Bankers.

4. WaaTever monies he fhall have occafion for from time to time, for the
ufe of this fociety, fhall be imprefled to him by draughts on the Bank, or
Bankers ; which draughts fhall be figned by three of the Committee, and a
counterpart thereof fhall be kept in a book, viz. of the dates; N°, and fum of
the Note ;3 which fhall be alfo figned by the faid three perfons, the Secretary pre-
vioufly declaring, to the Committee, what money is wanted.

5. He is to keep dccounts with the Bank or Bankers, and to account annu-
ally with the Society, ina cafh-book to be kept for that purpofe.

VIII. The GeneraL Courts ordinary and annual.

1. Tue ordinary General Courts fhall confift of at leaft twelve Governors.
The Prefident, or Vice-Prefident .'ﬁrft named in the lift of Vice-Prefidents,
(who, to avoid diftinttions, fhall be ranged in alphabetical order by the ini-
tial letters of their furnames) is to prefide, and keep order. He is to explain
the bufinefs of the Affembly ; to put queftions; and, if required, to put fuch
queftions to the vote, by ballot. In cafe of an equality of voices, he fhall have.

a cafting vote himfelf.
a,
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2. Tue ordinary General Courts, thall be quarterly, viz. on the {econd WVedne/day
in Fanuary, the fecond in April, the fecond in Fuly, and the {econd in Offober ;
at which times the Governors fhall be informed of the ftate of the Charity,
and the feveral books of admiffion and difmiffion, and all others fhall be laid
before them.

3. Tue Secretary fhall inform the Prefident, Vice-Prefidents, Trealurer, and
Governors, when the ordinary and amnual General Courts are held ; the fame
fhall be alfo mentioned once in the Daily and Public Advertifers.

4. Tue aunwal General Court fhall be on the laft #ednefday in April, at which
time the Officers fhall be chofen.

' 5. Avw the Rules, Regulations, and Improvements of this inftitution, together
with all books of accounts relating to it, and the geweral ftate of the account,
fhall be laid before the Governors at the annual General Court,

IX, The Generar CoMMITTEE.

1. Tuis.Committee fhall confift of twenty-one, five of whom fhall conftitute

a quorum, and the Prefident, Vice-Prefidents, and Trealurer are always of this
General Committee,

2. THEY fhall meet every Wednefday in the afternoon at five o’clock.

3. TaEy fhall not divulge any thing relating to the perfons or chara®ers of
the women who are admitted, nor of their family, nor of the perfons who de-
bauched them, if this fhould come out in the accounts they may give of them--
felves. N. B. No enquiry fhall be made into any. fuch circumitance,

4. N o member of this Committee fhall be interefted, in-a pecuniary way, di--
retly or indirectly, in any bufinefs, matter, or thing, in the department of.
the faid Committee. Therefore it is- expected, if any perfon is chofen, who ap-
prehends. himfelf to be inti:r;ﬁcd, that. he will decline accepting the truft.

1: 5._
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5. Trr above Article is not underftood to exclude any perfon who becomes a
Governor by his voluntary bounty, from fupplying whatever may be wanted in
his way of bufinefs, provided he does it to the fatisfaction of the Committee, and
upon as good terms as any other perfon offers to do it.

6. Waew there is any particular bufinefs, the fame fhall be expreffed in the
fummons, and firft entered upon, and determined, before' any other bufinefs is

propofed.

2. Tue Committee fhall have power to receive and difmifs the perfons ad-
mitted ; infpect the clothing, furniture, and provifions, to fec that they be
all good and cheap of their kind.

8. Tuey fhall give orders concerning the manner in which the petfons ad-
mitted fhall be émployed, in the moft proper and advantageous way.

9. TuEy fhall provide fuch conveniences as are wanting from time to time,

10, Tuey fhall examine into the conduét of all the Oficers, and give them
{uch orders as the occafion may require ; and in cafe they fee fufficient caufe,
to fufpend or difcharge any of the Officers, they are impowered to do it ; this

authority not extending to the Chaplain, Matron, Phyfician or Surgeons, ‘wﬁo
fhall be difcharged only by a majority of the General Court.

11. TuE Preﬁ;icnt, Vice-Prefidents, Treafurer, and the Committee, fhall be
fummoned three weeks before the year expires, in order to confider of proper
perfons, to fucceed them, to be recommended to the General Court *. :

-

12,

*® The Charge to be given by the Chair may run in thefe Terms.—s—GenTLEMEN, The nature of
this inftitution, and the duties of my office, call on me to remind you, that the time of cl:fling a
Committee is near at hand : tberefore I hope you will recommend fit and able gentlemen, men' of
great honor and probity, without refpeét to perfons ; and it mult alfo be known if fuch gentlemen,
when cholen, will accept the truft, and difcharge it to the beflt of their ﬂdll_ and abilities, They
muft not be interefted in any tranfaftion in the department of your Committee dire@tly or indirectly.

4
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" 12, Tris Committee fhall prepare a general ftate of the accounts of the
Charity, to be laid before the General Court.

~ 13. Tuey fhall alfo make propofals in writing, or otherwife, of what they
think neceffary, for the improvement of this Charity, to be laid before the General

Court.

14. Every perfon fpeaking in a Committee, as well as in a General Court,
fhall addrefs himfelf to the Chair. No Perfon is allowed to fpeak but twice on
the fame fubject without leave. If two offer to fpeak at a time, the Chairman
fhall direct which of them is to proceed. If any difpute arife on any queftion,
the Chairman fhall ftate the fame, which fhall be determined by holding up of

hands, unlefs a ballot or divifion is required by any three prefent,

15. THE rough minutes of the Committee fhall be read and figned by the
Chairman before he leaves the chair. The fasr minutes fhall alfo be read at the
next meeting, before any other bufinefs is entered upon, and fhall be figned

by the Chairman, as an acquiefcence that they are the real minutes of the laft

meeting.

16. A Parer fhall lay before the Chair with the order of proceeding in bu-
finefs.

X, The Sus-CoMMITTEE.

1. Tue Sub-Committee fhall be appointed by the General Committee, to
attend weekly sk,

2. Turs Sub-Committee fhall not confift of lefs than three of the General

Committee,

3. Tuey may receive objefts, and execute {uch powers as fhall be appointed

from time to time by the General Committee.
B ¢ THuer
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4. THry are to obferve the famerule as the General Committee, not to'di-

vulge any thing relating to the perfons, charadters or families of the women
who are admitted.

5. Tuey fhall meetevery Friday moraing, and vific the houfe, obferving the
limitations defcribed hereafter, in the Caution upon Vifitors.

XI. The Cuarraln.

1. Tage Chaplain fhall be a man of diftinguifhed piety, with a very peculiar

zeal in the great caufe of Chriftianity; a man of good fenfe and politenefs, with
that kind of humanity which arifes from a knowledge of the human heart.

2. He fhall alfo have a graceful fpeech, and a perfuafive manner of recom-
mending the duties of Religion.

3. His duty fhall be to attend all Committees, and make “reports of what he
thinks is neceffary for the good conduét and fuccefs of the undertaking.

4. HE fhall alfo attend when perfons are admitted, or examined, as to their cir-
cumftances, and take care to promote a decent deportment, that by praétice and
obfervation he may learn to judge well of the real difpofition of the objects.

5. Hz fhall read Prayers conftantly morning and evening, at a regular time
appointed ; pray and preach twice every Sunday, at certain fixed hours, as fhall
be judged moft convenient; adminifter the Sacraments at the great Feftivals, and.
once every month.

6. He fhall attend the fick and illiterate, taking efpecial care to inftruct them
according to the eftabliflied religion of this nation.

XII. The MaTrON.

r. HEr [alary fhall not be lefs than £. . per ann. with -a gratuity, accerd-
ing as fhe fhall behave, with meat, drink, wathing and lodging: 'fhe fhall
' not
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not fell any thing to the Magdalens, and be contented with the provifions of
the houfe.

2. Sue muft be a fingle woman of about forty, or wife to the Chaplain or
Secretary, in full health and of good fpirits, not talkative, and yet of an eafy
and familiar addrefs.

3. SHE fhall be a woman who has feen the world, and declares that fhe ac-
cepts the office from a fenfe of humanity and religion, as well as from conve-
nience,

5. SHE [hall underftand the domeftic ceconomy of a family, and be a miitrels
of her needle, fo as to teach fuch of the women as are not able to work at all
without inftruction.

5. SuE fhall not difdain the converfation of the moft fenfible and polite of
thefe Magdalens, nor yet be generally fo familiar as to forfake her dignity, and
lofe her authority.

6. Sue fhall be exemplary in piety, not demure, nor yet with any appear-
ance of levity. Real modefty and good fenfe will give her carriage aufterity
fufficient to fupport her authority among the Magdalens.

2. As fhe fhall be fully inftruéted in the rules and orders of the houfe, fhe

muft obferve them ftritly, and always reprefent to the Committee whatever
fhe finds amifs, or thinks will be moft for the benefit of the Charity.

8. Sue fhall receive inftruétions from the Committee in what manner to govern
and regulate the domeftic affairs; take in and deliver out work, and inform

the fteward with what is neceffary, for him to keep an account thereof,

B 2 9. SHE
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| XX, The MEsseNGER.

As the Porter fhall conftantly attend the doors, the Meflfenger fhall be employed
in errands, and out-door bufinefs, and fhall alfo give fecurity for his conduét in
the fum of fifty-pounds.

NerTuer the Steward, Porter, or Meflenger, fhall have any communication, _
or the leaft connexion with the women in the houlfe.

Eacr Officer fhall have a written inftruttion, that no one may plead ignorance
what he is to do, or go beyond his duty, fuch inftructions being fubject to altera-
tions ; and if any one receives any money, fee, or reward, more than his falary,
he or fhe fhall be immediately difcharged.

XXI. The Admiffion of proper Ozjrcrs.

‘Wz come now to the confideration of the moft effential part. We have hitherte
fuppofed that there is fuch a being as a female Proflitute, of the human fpecies ;
and we have fuppofed that they are endowed with reafon ; that fome of 1hem do
believe in a God, and are confcious of having offended him : that fome alfo repent
of having given fuch offence, and are defirous to feek for pardon : that they like-
wife defire to be aflifted by their fellow-creatures and fellow-chriffians, in the moft

effectual means of obtaining that pardon, and of rendering themfelves happy
here and hereafter,

Ler us then examine upon what terms they are to be admitted into this
retreat ‘from iniquity.——We all know that it is a rank abfurdity, upon the
very face of the propofition, to compel any one to be wirtuous. True Chriftianity
certainly knows of no fuch dn&rin&; nor do eur laws know of any fegal con-
finement, except imprifonment in fuppofed ¢riminal cales, or for debz. We muft
therefore leave this. matter to ftand upon its true and proper foundation, the only
foundation it can ftand upon, which is that of Repentance,, with the bope of tem-
poral eafe and camfars, if not bappinefs.

Tross
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Trose who frighten themfelves with apprehenfions. that great difficulties will
arife upon the article of Parifb fettlements, on account of erecting this hofpital,
feem to forget that we have any fuch eftablifbments as public hofpitals in' thefe
kingdoms. Indeed it has been fuggefted that thefe Magdalens muft be indentured-
fervants to the Matron of the houfe; and from thence it has been urged, that
the parifh fettlement will be changed from the place of their birth, or fervitude,
to the parith where they become apprentices. When this matter is examined
into, I apprehend it will appear, that to render an indenture /egal, without which
there cannot be a fettlement, it mu{t be made for five if not feven ﬁar,r, whlch is
two or three years more than was ever intended.  But dmppmg the cunﬁderauun of
Indentures, it will certainly anfwer as well to all intents and purpofes, if thefe
Magdalens become only fervants, under articles to the Matron, under certain
conditions : and if this is ftill fubject to ﬂh_]tfhnns, upon the pnnclple _]ui’t men-
tioned, they may be.only fimply informed of the Condition of their reception and
entertainment, and fubfcribe to it ; which condition is a fubmiffion to the ceco-
nomy and rules of the houfe; for after all that can be faid, the terms amount
to neither more nor lefs than fuch fubmiffion: and this will be free of all
delufion or exception, with regard to the mutual obligations of the cnhti-a&ing
parties, or the opinion of a few who feem much more inclined to fidd reafons
why the plan fhould not be attempted, than how to facilitate the execution of n:*l-

1 Sl
. Tue greateft exactnefs fhall be obferved in dlfhngutfhmg the pmpcr crI:ge&a
to be admitted.

g Ir

+ Tue queftion which occurs to mahy is this : Is it neceflary that a girl fhall be dedasebed, in or-
der to be qualified for your Magdalen Charity } This may be anfwered by alking another queftion ;
if an Hofpital is erefted for fetting broken legs, would you receive into it her who only complains of
a fever! The end and defign of the inftitution will be perverted, if it is not confined to thofe whe eall
themfelves, and appear to be repenting profiitutes.  She who is not a proftitute, or not known to be fuch,
is fuppofed to have a charailer, and may be admitted to ferve in a family, and confequently is not a
proper objeét of the care of this hofpital. And furely fio girl will become a proftitute becaufe fhe may
have an opportunity to repent of being fo, more than men will frander their fortunes becaufe there
are alms-boufes. If one confiders further, that this Magdales Charity cannot be fuppofed to receive a
great numher at firlt, and that thole only who are really penitent will fbmi# to be confined, even

though

4
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2. Iv'would be an Uropean fcheme, to expet to make converts upon any other
principle than that of confinement ; this muft be fubmicted to, from the time of
their admiffion to the time of their difmiffion ; unlefs they are fuffered to go out by a
part.iculnr brde::, or for reafons which fhall be intirely fatisfactory to the Committee.

3 . ﬁq perfon fhall be received exceeding the age of thirty years *.

4. THE ordinary method of admiffion, fhall be by petition, which may fet forth
the perfon’s #ame, age, place of abode, and if they have any parent, relation, or
friend, to whom they defire their condition fhould be immediately known, and

alfo their parifh fettlement; but thefe feveral particulars fhall be left at the option
of the petitioner,

5. Ir any perfon fhould, for weighty reafons, defire to conceal her name from
the world, and yet wifh it might be known to one whom fhe can truf, fhe may
communicate it, under the promife of fecrecy, to the Prefident, to one of the

Vice-Prefidents, to the Treafurer, or to any one of the Governors who are of the
committee .

6.
thoﬁgh the circumftances of fuch confinement fhould be rendered ever fo agreeable. Let us not
refine too much on the fubje&, before any tryal is made, unlefs we mean to obltruét the defign,

As it is not probable that any man, whofe charadter is above that of a #&¢/ or a muwrderer, will
form any defigns againf? this inftitution, fo it may be prefumed, that any demands on thefe women will
require a proof, which may lead to the difcovery of a feene of iniquity, the confequences of which
the parties will not chufe to ftand to. As to proceeding againft thele poor girls to the extremity of an
out-lawry for petty debts, I do not conceive that fuch out-lawries will be granted, or that there is rea-
fon to indulge any fears on this head. Indeed it bears very hard upon the human heart, to {uppofle
that even bawwds themfelves are totally devoid of all commiferation ; or that thofe will be the objeéls of

their perfecution, whorn this hofpital fhall take under their proteion: I fear fifty hofpitals will never
ruin their trade.

* Tuess unhappy women are generally very old before this age; if it is extended beyond this
period of life, it may become an afylum for old women, who can be of little ule, for labor auithiz

doors, and can hardly do much mifchief, in this way, without. As to baavds, they are lealt inclined to
repent, and moft dangerous among penitents.

. T Tuese precautions feem neceflary, fo far 4s the parties will comply, for there will be no dif-
proving them : if any good fortune befals any of thefe women hereafter, the committee will, by this
means, the more eafily come to the knowledge of it, for her fervice,

L
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6. Tuese petitions, for which a form fhall be prepared, may be fealed up, and
fhall be examined only by the Committee,

7. Tne above rules may be obferved only when no governor takes upon him
to declare in writing and upon honor, that he verily believes, from circumftances,
that the petitioner is a fit objet, according to the rules of the charity §, and
fuch declaration fhall be deemed fufficient.

8. Every petitioner fhall be examined as to her health, by the Phylician, or
Surgeon, and alfo queftioned by the Matron.

9. WaEN the petition is approved, it fhall be wrote on, found proper, and fub-
fcribed by the chairman,

10. Every perfon upon admiflion fhall engage to obferve the rules of the ho-
fpital, and fubfcribe to them, as follows : :
, . A At

I do confent, and bereby engage myfelf, to the matron of this boufe, for the time being,
for the [pace of tbree years, as an articled fervant, and agree that the articles fball be
cancelled whenever the committce fball be [atisfied that my parents or relations are capa-
ble of taking care of me, and are reconciled to me: alfo if by my induftry, or by any
change of fortune that may bappen to e, 1 fball be enabled to live reputably 5 or if any
other caufe fhould arife, provided it be always to the j’&:;';,f'aﬂim'éf the commiitee of the
governors of this boufe. It is mutually underflood that this agreement, is meant as o
proper means of guarding and preferving me, and to prevent my falling again into the
calamitous fituation from which it bas pleafed God to deliver me.  And it is my ﬁ:uum
intention to conform to the rules of this boufe, particularly not to go abroad without am
efpecial licence s and 1 will by my indufiry and piety endevor to recommend myfelf to the
: o care

T Tt will greatly facilitate the bufinefs of the committee, if the governor, recommending any obje&,
declares in writing that he has taken fuch meafures as appear to him moft proper to obtain information:

of her real circumitances, and that he verily believes fhe is a proper objeét. And as the lift of gover- .

nors will be publitied from time to time, the women will of courfe endevor to'be recommended by
fome one of them, as prafiifed in other Hofpitals.
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care and proteélion of the governors thereof, that wmy life may bencefurth be rendered
bappy 1. Magdalén Charity-houfe, the of 17

11. THE better to guard againft the irregularities which may arife, before any
trial is made of the temper and fincerity of the party; upon firft admiffion,
they fhall be kept for a month in a ward affigned for this purpofe, and
not aflociate with thofe who are fettled in their mind and manners *, till they
give proof of their acquiefcence to what they have fubfcribed; obferving that their
treatment and their work, during this intermediate ftate, fhall be neither more
nor lefs gentle than that of the women in the other wards, except that movices

fhall always have a fufficient time to learn to work,
W ARDS.

T Great care muft be taken to prevent abufes, that whillt fit objects are treated with the greateft
humanity, thofe who premeditate impofitions may be confidered as impiows violators of the fan&ity
©f this charity, and treated as atrocious offenders.

As to the diftinctions of the better and inferior kind of people, their difcourfe or appearance will
natorally lead to the difcovery. And here I cannot help remarking, that itis probable the moft
intelligent and ingenious girls, who have had fome education, and remain with fome impreflions of
religion on their minds, will be the firft and always the moft ready to accept the invitation -which
is given them. In order the more eafily to difcover the fincerity of the intentions of feveral whofe
{ufferings will incline them to feek relief, this Magdalen Charity muft fupport a good correlpondency
with the Lock-Hofpital. When women are reftored to health, and difcharged from thence, fuch as
‘contrafled their difeafe by proftitution, have generally returned to their former courfe, as a dog to
the vomit, or as a beaft is driven to the faughter-boufe ; but fome of them, it may be prefumed, fmm
a f{enfe of duty or for want of bread, will now accept the invitation.

Tuere are other objeéts who will probably covet this retreat ; thofe who have parents or friends,
whom they apprehend will be reconciled to them, whenever they fhall give proof of their real repen-
tance. As by the kindnels of the Lock-Hofpital thefe women will have it in their power to prefent
themfelves, without any marks of the mifery of penitent prodigals, and with the more fincerity of heart,
as they will be free from pain and difeafe, fo the Magdalen Charity will purify their fouls. She who can
fay, I am refolved to go to my father, and I avill fay unto bim, Father, I bave finned againf! beaven and
“ in thy fight, and am mot aworthy to be called thy cbild," will probably meet & kindreception. Will not
fach a declaration find its way to his beart # Will he who can feel, though it were sbut a little; the
power of religion, or the force of parental love ; can be, whofe heart is not ficeled to the impulfes of
humanity, forbear to fympathile in tears of forgivenefs, with tears of repentance ? Under a confcioufnefs
_of paft guilt, fuch comfefion is furely as natural to the fGu/, as the evi/ which occafioned it was to the
bedy; and, for my own part, I muff confefs, 1 have the higheft hopes that this Magdalen Charity will
be a2 means of reconciling many a poor girl to her parents and her friends, who otherwife would be
.intirely loft to them, to her country, and to her God |

® The reafon of this regulation will ftrike every one, fince the parties may difengage themfelves,
if they refolve not to fubmit to the rules of the hofpital, without blowing up the coals of difcontent

.among others, who may have more fenfe and virtue than themfelves.
4 Ca2
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XXII. W A R D S.

1. TrerE fhall be a fuperiority or preference of wards, according to the ap-
pearance, deportment, and education of the perfons admitted *,

2. A warp fhall be allotted for new admitted perfons, where they fhall remain
for a month before they are claffed in the-other wards, as mentioned in the article
Admiffion.

3. Tuey fhall be claffed in each ward, as many as convenient, according te |
the fize of it.

4. Ir any of the officers of the houfe negleét their duty, the women fhall have
the liberty of making their complaint to the vifitors, provided they do it in &
decent manner,

5. Tue matron fhall endevor that no provocation be given to any refent-
ments ameng the women, and charge them not to liften to idle flories. If it fhald
appear to her that there is any caufe for complaint of each other, for light offences,
they fhall be cenfronted in the prefence of the Chaplain, who fhall always endever
to obtain a reconciliation without applying to the Committee.

6. Svcw kinds of mifbehavior, if perfifted in, fhall fubject them to a temporary
degradement; and if fuch mifbehavior happens in the upper ward, the offender
will be fubje& to be fent, for a certain time, into the lower.

7. But e_g:traﬂrdinary good behavior during a whole year, of any perfon, or
perfons, in the inferior ward, fhall promote them to the fuperior wards, when

there

* A levelling fcheme will as ill ferve the widisus as the wirfwons; and one might as well put-a gentle-
man of birth and education to the plow-tail, becaufe he had been a rade and fquandered his fortune,
as a girl bred up with any fort of delicacy to a awaf-ruf ; and though care fhould be taken to avord
the imputation of partiality, which men naturally have for &ir#5, and ftill more for yourd and beautys
for the fame reafon that the vulgar proverb fays, ave are mot to fook a gift-borfe in the mouth; if thro®
ignerance or inadvertency the Committee fhould fometimes appear to be partial in their decifions, in

favor of one more than another; the parties muft fill thank God that the greatelt good is® intended
to them af,
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there fhall happen to be room for them : and the merit of feveral being equal,
the preference fhall be given to her who has been longeft in the houfe. And upon

occafion of fuch promotion, the form of a charge or inftruétion fhall be read,
and delivered to her. '

8. Tue women fhall do the fervile offices neceffary’ for themfelves, in their
refpective wards, and fome of them the offices which regard the houfe in general;
fuch as cooking, and wafhing for themfelves, (not for others) as fhall be ordered by
the Committee, with a juft regard to their feveral circumftances and fituations,
of which the Committee make themfelves the judges, not to impofe any tafk but
what the parties are well able to perform. If they grind their own meal, and bake
their own bread, they may be alfo fure of enjoying the better health, and of living
fo much the longer, as well as faving money to the-Houfe.

g. Tuere fhall be good fupplies of linen, fo that the‘wa/bings may be feldom ;.
and proper engines fhall be ufed for difpatch,

10. As it cannot be expected that all of them will be equal proficients in fuch
tafks, an allowance fhall be made to fuch as perform thefe offices out of the gene-
val produce of the work done in the houfe.

12, Tusy fhall all {leep in feparate beds, each bed to. have one running cur-

tain, to ferve only on one fide as a feparation of one bed from the: other.*,
134 Tre wards fhall be numbered.

14. WHERE the rooms will admit of it, a friall clofet or apartment fhall
be provided, for each of the moftferious, and beft behaved ;- and thefe alfo fhall
be

® Tue intention of this is, that if they are inclined to any private devotion, they will have it in their
power to be fo far concealed, and yet not hid for any evil purpofe. This may alfo tend to promote
the greater delicacy of manners ; at the {ame time, if this curtain runs on an iron rod, fupported at-
the top of the room, it cannot breed vermimy nor yet obftraét the circulation of the airy as beds.

often do.



[ 22]

be made the immediate reward of good conduét, efpecially if it is joined to fupes
rior abilities. And when this Charity-boufe fhall be enabled todo it, feparate
apartments may be affigned to thofe whofe education may have entitled them to
fuch diftinétion,

15. As air is effential to life and health, caré fhall be taken to ventilate the
rooms in fuch a manner, as fhall keep them perfeétly fweet; and for this purpofe
the upper fath, where there are fafhes, fhall. be made to let down s and fbect

wentilators fhall be prepared.

16. As a fick ward may be neceffary, care fhall be taken that it be not
crowded, but kept {fweetand properly ventilated. The matron, or her affiftant,
thall vifit the fame thrice every day, and fee that nothing be wanting,.

XXI1I, Of their NamMes. ,

1. THEIR truc names, if they have no reafons to cenceal them, muft be re-
giftered ; but they fhall be called and known, by their chriftian names only.
When there are feveral that have the fame chriftian names, they fhall be diftin-
guithed by a number, as Elizabeth the firlt, Elizabeth the fecond, &e. + |

2. A's there fhall be no reproaches for paft irregularities, under the fevereft

injunétions, neither fhall there be any enquiries made into names or families,
but all poffible difcouragement given to every kind' of difcourfe that may lead

to difcoveries which the parties themfelves do not chufe to make.

XXIV. DRE s s.

1. Uron their admiffion, if their apparel is in any tolerable condition, it fhall
be cleanfed, ticketed, and laid by, in order to be returned to them whenever

they fhall leave the houfe.
, 2.

+ The dropping of the furname may anfwer fome good purpoles, as it will certainly help to fkreen
them from the difgrace of their former life, and prevent 'impcrtim’:nt enquiries, when they leavé thé
houfe, and if they keep their own fecret, they may fave the honour of their families, fo far as it is
concerned in their conduét.
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2. Tuey fhall wear an uniform of light grey, of a durable, but foft and
agreeable manufacure, and in all their whole drefs, be as plain and neat as
pofiible *.

1

3. Some diftinttions, with regard to drefs, fhall be made in the fuperior
ward.

. 4. THEY fhall be informed, that if they fhould find means to leave the houfe,
in a clandeftine manner, and carry away the cloaths, or any thing which is the
property of the Treafurer or other perfon, as the cloaths and furniture, &c. fhall
be deemed, they will be confidered as robbers in any fimilar cafe 1.

XXV. DieT, and the Order of the TapLe in the Warps.

1. Tue diet fhall be as proper as the nature of the infticution will admit, and
yet fo plain and fimple, as rather to be worfe than better, than they may expect
when they return into the world. |

2. A ReGIMEN for breakfaft, dinner, and fupper, fhall be appointed at the
difcretion of the Committee, and the fame fhall be written in a fair hand-writing,
and hung up in glazed frames, one in every ward where they dine.

3. ParTicurar regard fhall be had that the food fhall be very clean and
healthy, partly confifting in the drticles mentioned in the following tables, and
the proportions thereof nearly fixed, in order to eftimate the expence.

Tse

® If the drefs had fome peculiarity, not fuch as fhould be difagreeable, and yet contrived to take
off their inclination to appear abroad in it, fuch a regulation might be of ufe; but this is one of thofe
things which muft be touched tenderly.

+ This confideration will be an additional fecurity to the Charity, thofe who are in earneft will con-
fider what they are about, and thofe who are not in earneflt will be the more cautious how they aét.
And as this is not a body corporate, the Treafurer, or fome other, muft have the property of the
clothing, furniture, and materials for work, vefted in him.
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The quantity of rice and
milk fufficient for any
number of people, allow-
ing each perfon one fta-
tute pint of milk, and two
ounces of rice for a meal.

Pebplc.

Milk.

Rice.—
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The quantity of flour and
and fuet fufficient to make
puddings, allowing each per-
fon a pound when boiled.

People. | Flour. Suet. ‘
1b. OE. 1B. 0Z.
I rE 2
2 15 4
3 I 6% 1 6
4 Ll Bl B
5 2 et 10
6 3 1 12
7 3 4% 14
8 2 12 I
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The quantity of cheefe or
butter {ufficient for one
meal, allowing each per-
{on three ounces of cheefe,
or one of butter.

People. | Cheefe. , Butter.

|1, 0z. ! oz
: B plis
2 & 2
3 9 3
4 12 4
5 15 5
6 Fioa 6
7 .15 7
8 r .8 8
9 I 11 9
10 L 10
11 Fay 11
12 2 .4 12
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XXVI. Hours of DrvoTion,

1. A Ly fhall be rung to call them to prayers, foon after they are up, before
they begin to work.

2. THE prayers to be ufed fhall be agreed to by the Commnrittee, and care taken
that they be uttered properly, and by no means become irkfome by being too
long *.

3. Tueir evening prayers fhall be foon after they have done work -

XXVII. Hours of REesT.

1., From ZLady-day to Michaelmas they fhall rife at fix o’clock, and from
Michaelntas to Lady-day at feven, except when the weather is very fevere, the
Matron fhall then be directed to allow them half an hour, or an hour extraordinary.

2. Tuey fhall go to bed at ten every night, and no fire or candle fhall be al-

lowed in the wards after that time, except in the fick ward, for which water-
| candlefticks and other neceffaries fhall be p_rnvi.dtd.

XXVIII. Hours of Work.

1. Tuey fhall work an hour before breakfaft, and being allowed a compe-
tent time, till within half an hour of dinner.

2. TuEey fhall be allowed an hour and an half for dinner and repofe from
work, and then work till night, accerding to the nature of their work and the

feafon of the year.
Besipes
® As we generilly make our grace fo ridiculonfly fhort, that it cannot be fnaid to'be any prayer at all,
and lofe the important benefit of an habitual offering of our hearts to God, fo it isa great misfortune
which mankind {eem to labor under, that they exaét from their clergy a much longer tafk than they
can perform. Firlt, we are too apt to impofe apon ourfelves, with regard to the poavers of the mind in
prayer; and then we trifie with the Almighty by a ftupid inattention to the purport of the words we
utker.
4 The nearer the hour of reft, the more drowly we generally are. And the drowfinels which often
attends even moderaie meals, is fuch, that we can bardly expect there will be much devotion at a late
hour, much lefs after fupper, which is the ufual time.
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Besipes Sundays there fliall be Certain days of retaxation, not a gréat number
of fuch, in which they fhall either work or lét it alone, as is moft dgreeable to
them. Among thefe Good-friday and Afb-wednefday hall be devoted to piety and
reading,

XXIX. Books and Reapine.

1, WHERE the nature of the work will admit of it, one fhall read while the
relt work, every half hour alternately.

2. OnLy fuch books of devotion, morality, hiftory, and fuch like, fhall be
ufed, as the Committee fhall allow to be introduced.

3. A smacL collection of well chofen books fhall be provided,

4. In order to render reading a delightful entertainment, the Chaplain fhall
teach fuch of them, as have abilities to learn, 70 read well.

5. Ir it is found to be agreeable, one may read whilft others are at their meals,
at leaft upon fome days of the week.

6. Besipes the general reading, fuch little pious tracts fhall be put into their
hands for common' ufe, as the Committee fhall approve.

XXX. EMPLOYMENT.

t. It is a fundamental principle of this inftitution, that thofe who can, and will

_not work, fhall not eat *.
2. Eviry
* Tuat fenfible man Mr. Pen, who firft eftablifhed Penfylvania, if I remember right, amengft many
other excellent rules, laid down this as one: That all children, of what degree or ftation foever,
between the aé: of twelve and fifteen, fhould be taught fome ufeful trade or employment, to the end
that even in cafe of misfortunes, the poor might fiill have it in their power to become rich, and the
rich be never reduced to indigence by want of induftry in the poer. ©f all ftations in life, the moft
 deplorable is that of perfons who are brought up in affluence, and reduced to poverty, without any
means of fopport from their own fkill and induftry. This I take-to be the cafe of many of otr profti-
tutes, who are the daughters of poor tradefmen, or of clergymen of poor livings in the country, who,
ducing
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-” ”ﬁ ‘“ﬁa part nf tﬁe produtc uF thmr ]abnr fhall be fold in the houfe, that there
may be no inducement for any great affemblage of people; or any interruption

:qf the. goo-d intention, of ﬂup undertaking,

9 THE uh_]eﬂs fnr thr: emplo}rment c-f thcfc women, may Be“o ‘maketheir
own clnaths, buth wmﬂen and linen, and to knit or weave their ftockings ‘alfo,
from the raw material, fpmmng the thread and making the cloth—they may alfo
mend ﬂmckmgs v mak:: bﬂne-laccn-black lace — artificial flowers—childrens
tnys—fpmmng fine thread—alfo wnllen-}ram ‘for cloth, callimancoes, and eruels—
wmdmg filk, provided a quantity is given at a time; this is a very confiderable
article, of which they might find enough to employ many hundreds—embroid-
ery—all branches of millinery—making ladies and childrens fhoes—mantua’s—
[tiap—cpauﬁcauls for 'ilvi_g&i—t_-knit.[ing hofe and mittins—making of leathern and
filken gloves—weaving hair, for. peruke-makers— making garters—drawing pat-
tgqnw‘qa.jy a word, whatever empit)}!.r.mcm_:_thcir feveral abilities and genius’s fhali

-1::44.-:9. o

10. C.mz ﬂmll he ra]iwn to makc qu:ck fale of the'produce of their labor, that
thefe Magdalens may Lknow how their property accumulates, that it may be
an additional fpur to induftry,

".'1:.‘-'._1‘"" ! ; J.

11, 1r their numbers grow curlrﬁdcrable, meafures may be taken for the efta-

lihment of manufattures of greater importance. |

v 22: Tae manufacturing of linen is an article of fuch confequence, that it is
hardly pofiible to burden the market with it.

: ._13; I+ would be a great increafc of national wealth, if the two freadles were
introduced for 'pfm'.': weaving, whether of filk, cotton, woollen, or linen ; and

'wheu thc-pitce is of a moderate breadth, a child may work this machine.

: 14. Tae
0T ' lu Italy there are certain people who profefs mending of filk ftockings, and do it with fuch neat-
mefs 45 hardly to be known that they are mended ; whereas amongft us this part is generally difcharged
{o clumfbly, that people of any note are afhamed to appear with their ftockings mended; a national
faving might be made, even by this article, trivial as it may appear, and it would introduce Ia:ﬁmuny
in other refpeéts, of which we ftand in very great need.
T
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ra. Tue making carpess after. the Turky manner, may be alfo fmtnd to thﬂr
ftrength and abilities, and prove a great acquifition to the nation y

15. Tuere are many other inventions to facilitate labor, not yet eommonly
known 3 the judicious ufe of them will be a means to increafe the profits of thefe
Magdafem, as well as render the expence of 'furpp-b;-ting the houfe fo much the
lighter. By firiking out new kinds of employment for women in general,
and recommending difcoveries from the experience which the governors may ac-
quire, it ‘will prove a great means of preventing p_rnﬂitutipn._ ﬂ.f”thi;:-k;ﬂ&_ram
the double-handed wheel, for fpinning flax, which, after they can “Eﬂithﬂf
hand, becomes very eafy. The machine for weaving tapes and nbbuns is ra:
ther of too complicated a nature for commonufe, . .

16. Iw their work, as in evér}r other circamftance, the urmoft care and deﬁc‘ﬁc’y,
humanity and tendernefs, muft be -:)i)fcrw:d, that this Eﬂablimméﬂt maf: not be
thought a houfe of correfiion, or even of bard labor 5 but an afylum and fafe re-
treat, where indufiry and piety ferve as handmaids to bealth of body and peace of

mind ; where want and difeafe;, mifery and anguifh of foul, find no entrance, but
fobriety, chearfulnefs, and bope, reign triumphant, and exhibit a conftant ﬁ:a[t

of joy.

XXXI. Cavrion with relation to VIEITGRS_,.

* In {o delicate an enterprize, it will not be fufficient to find the _mrans of dumg

good, unlefs we can alfo prevent the moft diftant appearance, as well as the

reality
% I cannot help recommending that trade or manufafture which feems to be leaft fubje& to. invade
1he occupation of thofe who are already in a comfortable way of life. Carpets, upon the principles of
thofe of Furky, might be carried to a great extent. I am affured, by a great manufacturer of carpets,
that it would be very eafy to teach even thofe who have not been habituated to Ilhnr, to work upon
this manufadture.’ ' - -
Carrers may, perhaps, be efteemed an anticle of Juxary; but they certainly contribute to eafz and
comfort, as well as elegance ; and are at lealt as proper as a fine apartment, or any other rich farnitare 3
not to mention the fums we pay for them to foreigners. But what is flill of greater confequence, I
apprehend they will foon become a confiderable article of commerce, for exportation. Hﬂthmg that
belongs to the furniture of a houfe, is of fuch confequence as this, to a Perfian, an Indian, or a
Turk ; nor are chriltians, of the foremolt ranks in fortune and dignity, much behind them. We al-
ready greatly exoel the caftern nations, in the color and pattern of this manufadtere, as we eafily may
do foon, in the quality and fubltance of it.
- I
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reality of evil. ‘To this purpofe it is neceffary to obferve the following rules ‘and
directions :

1. No letters, meflages, or any thing of that kind, fhall be received into, or
fent from any of the wards, without being examined and infpeéted by the Com-
mittee, or in their abfence by the Chaplain and Matron.

2. Tuz Phyfician, Surgeon, and Apothecary, when there is occalion for them
to vifit the wards, fhall be attended by the Matron, or by the 4fiffant-mairon
appointed by her.

3. No Governor, nor any other perfon, fhall be permitted to vifit the wards,
or any of the Magdalens, without leave, in writing, firft obtained from the Com-
mittee, except in the cafes provided for; and in all cafes the Matron is to attend them.

4. LicuT or unbecoming behavior, in any Governor, fhall be deemed a
fufficient reafon to the General Court to exclude him from having any part in
the direction of this Charity.

5. Ir any friend or relation of thefe Magdalens defires any conference with
them; upon any bufinefs of moment; if they are known to any of the Committee,
or recommended by any Governor, fuch conference fhall be permitted, but it
fhall bein the prefence of the Chaplain : the name of the party enquiring fhall
be alfo, at the fame time, declared to the woman, and her confent afked and obtained.

'1 6 Ir at any time any perfons are admitted to fee the wards (under the re-

firictions which the Committee appmms] fuch perfons thall be def red, both
verbally, and by a writing, placed in a confpicuous place in the wards, not tocall
any of the women by their rea/ names, if they fhould happen to know them.

7. Ir any ftranger afks for any of the women, he fhall firft fatify the Com-

mittee, or in their abfence the Chaplain and the Matron, who he is, and the nexg
E committee-

£
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committee-day fhall be appointed for him to attend ; or upon a written requeft,
fetting forth his reafons, if the Chaplain thinks they are good reafons, liberty fhall

be granted, but not without the reftritions mentioned in article 5.

']

-+ 8. Ir fuch ftranger fhail afk for a woman, by a name unknown in the houfe,
fuch name being delivered to the Matron in writing, with the name of the per-
fon who enquires, fhe fhall call for fuch perfon through the whole wards ; but if
no one anfwers, no further enquiry fhall be m‘adt,:. - The ftranger however will be
defired to wait half an hour, that it may be feen if any one will 'make themfelves
known. The name, and place of abode, of all perfons who fhall imake fuchien-
quiries after women in this houfe, fhall be minuted down in a book prepared for
that purpofe.

XXXII, Of Dismission in genf:ral.

1. THE great motive to all human aftions, is the hope of reward, and the fear of
- punifbment, with a profpeci of blifs or mifery, before our eyes. The heart of man
is conftantly influenced by reafen, by fancy, by paflion, or by opinien ; and it is
the bufinefs of divines and philofophers, to employ the united fe'rce'tif.'t'licl':
in the caufe of religion ; and when they cannot take the mind by argument, to
fubdue it by degrees, and to perfuade us, that the bappinefs, the glory of a rational
being, is to think well and aé# right ; or, in other words, fo make ufe of kis rmﬁ:—u.
—Let us therefore fet before the eyes of thefe women, whatever reafon, or fanci..
opinion, or pﬁ'f': n fuggelt to us, which can prove that their temporal and etemal
felicity depend on their retreating, from the horrible fcene of folly and 1mqmtjr in
which they have afted. When thefe bojpitable doors are open to them, 'ﬁpencﬁ
with all the kindnefs and compaffion which bumanity can fuggeft; and with all the
piery that charity can infpire, we muft fhow them for what faults they will be
thruft out again. If they are deaf to the calls of reafen, ftupidly infenfible of gra-
titude, and dilcover a total ignorance of the frue objeffs of their happinefs, they

muft perifh in their own way,

"2, 'On the other hand, if they will'wait for their difcharge, till fuch time as
their fafety, intereft, and happinefs, will admit of it, they will have a clear and
7 diftinét
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diftin® view of the good that is intended them, and which will, to all human

apparance, as certainly happen to them, as fime and chance can promife happinefs
to the moft virtuous, and moft profperous of mankind.

3. In order to judge the better of the fituation of thefe women, when it will
be proper to recommend their returning ‘again into the world, there fhall be a
regifter kept, diftinguithing the different years, the day when each came in, and
adefcription of her perfon ; to which fhall be added, in columns left for that pur-
pofe, the kind of work in which they have been chiefly employed 5 the computed
produce of their daily labor ; and the chara&er they bear in the houfe, with re-
gard to piety, good manners, and gentlenefs of difpofition.

XXXIII. Disvission for Fauvrrs.

1. It is not intended that any corporal punifhment fhall be inflicted : abfolute
nonconformity to the rules of the houfe, will fubjett them to difmiffion from it;
but if they commit no other crime, and are not guilty of fuch offences as the

laws ftrictly take cognizance of, they fhall by no means be fubjeét to be delivered
over to the civil magiftrate *,

-
-"

2. ABUSIVE or reproachful language, infolence or difobedience to the officers, inde-
cent or prophane expreffions, and fuch kind of turbulent condutt, fhall fubject
them to confinement in a room, for fix bours, for the firjt offence. For the fecond
offence they fhall be admonifhed publicly by the Chaplain and the Matron, and
l:hf: fa&frar part of their own ward may be alfo appealed to, for their difapprobation
of fuch condud. The third offence, fhall fubjeét them to be confined in a room

E 2 by
® Under the prefent police, or rather #o police, temporary imprifonments or fard laber, or the
threats of hard labor, are not remedies adequate to the diftemper; but rather by the debaucheries,
praétifed under confinement, render the malady abfolutely incurable. if we have not good officers to
execute good laws, what geod can come of them? Nor cught it to be expefied, that the Governors
of this Charity will become “fufices of e peace to examize into del nquency ; or execiioners Yo chafiife it.
If coerfive laws are become effentially wecefary, they require a quite different ecconomy, than that
which is now propofed. We have lately {een a Mariae Society eltablithed in Loxdon for the encourage-
ment of Falunteers; and the relicf of diftrefTed men and boys for the fea. This has led to another Marine
\ Socicty in Dublin for the fame purpofes ; and this to a third inflitation, under the fame name, for the
care of f{eamen’s widows and orphans in Gf@fmu Let us now fee if this attempt; in behalf of
diftrefled women; will not lead to as good an end, for the cther feemed to be as little expedied,
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by themfelves, for twelve bours, and to have but one fpare meal, during the whole

day ; the Chaplain at the fame time to expoftulate with the party. If fuch treat-
ment does not reform her, it will prove that fhe is no proper object for this Charity,

3. For fpeaking lies ; the telling malicious or ungrateful ftories of each. other;
want of neatnefs, or the neglett of their perfons; the firf offence fhall be pu-
nithed by a fine of fix-pence ; the fecond a fhilling ; the #hird eighteen-pence, to
be deducted from their earnings ; of which fines a regular account fhall be kept
in a book prepared for that purpofe.

4. In order to judge of the juftice of fuch fimes, the General Committee fhall
empower three of their number to vifit the wards, to enquire into the behavior of
the Magdalens, and queftion the parties, when they are accufed. They fhall alfo
hear the evidence of the Chapl/ain and Matren, in order to decide with juffice and
benevolence, candor and moderation.  Thefe vifitors fhall have a book to minute
down their fentences, of which the General Committee fhall be informed. {

5. Ir neither fuch kind of confinement, nor fuch admonition, nor fuch fines, will -
operate fo as to procure a reformation, the General Committee will proceed to
judge : the offender will then be brought before them, to receive the /af admo-
nition ; and if that does not prevail, fhe will be expelled, never to be received
into the houfe again. Upon this occafion a prayer, prepared for the purpofc,
may be faid in the evening, to implore her converfion, and to confirm the ﬂthﬂ'.'!-‘
in their conftancy. Her awn cloaths will be returned to her, but no :bdrﬂﬂ#
nor meney will be given.

6. Ir any woman is exceedingly turbulent, fo as to ftrike another, or preme-
ditately deftroys any thing belonging to the houfe, with malice, or in.contempt*
of the rules of the houfe, fhe will be alfo expelled, in the fame form of pmc:ed-
ing, though in a more expeditious manner.

7- In cafes where a woman fhall fhew caufe why fhe fhould be difinified,
and 1t 1s thought proper to difmifs her, if her conduct is in*fome réféq&s |
 excep-
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exceptionable, fhe is'not to expet a better character than fhe deferves : but
if fhe ‘will ftay any certain time, not more than eight, nor lefs than four months
Jonger, and apply herfelf diligently to corrett what has been amifs; fhe fhall

have the liberty of fo deing, in order to endevor to obtain the bighef recommen-
dation which is given.

XXXIV. The Advantages of good Bexavior on Difmiffion.

THE -adv.antagts which will accrue to thefe women at their difmiffion, if they
behave as ought to be expected, afiifted, as they will be, with all the underfanding,
and all the goodnefs of beart, of thofe who thus undertake to plead and to defend
their caufe, are théfﬁ: s

1. A rorMm for a general charalier fhall be prepared, with blanks to be filled
up, providing for a difference, with regard to the particular meriz of the party,
diftinguithing the work in which fhe has been chiefly employed ; with particular
mention of their Jobriety, fubmiffion to demeftic @comomy, gentlenefs, and religions
deportment. This fhall be figned by three of the Committee.

2. It has been already fufficiently explained, that any circumftance whiche
fhall offer, apparently for the real good and fervice of the party, the Committee be-
ing fatisfied in this point, fhall be deemed a fufficient reafon to difcharge her.

3. No pains fhall be fpared in giving fuch information of good behaviour, as
the pirti.es themfelves fhall defire, when they deferve it. This fhall be done, ei-
ther by the governors, to their friends and acquaintance in town ; or to the parents
and friends of the party ; by their Matron, Secretary, or Steward, who fhall be or-
dered what informations to give for this purpofe: by letters to perfons in the
sountry from particular governors, if defired by the party, cither before; or at the
time of their difmiffion: and laftly, by letters to be written by the Secretary,
for the fame good purpofes, by order of the General Committee.

4. I has been feen in the article employment, that a part of their labor, in pro~
portion to the daily amouns or value of it, will alfo: be appropriated to their own
ufe #t their difmiffion, |

2 5
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5. BestpEes the good charalier to be given, and ‘the advantages arifing from .
sheir labor, there fhall be a further reward of wirtwe. ~So much fhall 'be ‘given in

money, as the ability of the Governors, arifing from the fubferiptions, fhall in pru-
-dence permit, of which the Committee conftitute themfelves the judges. This
gift fhall be prefented, not only to thofé who marry in a manner fatisfactory to
the governors *, but alfo to fuch as fhall fet up trades in whatever way they fhall

have

* It is not to be imagined, but that great numbers of thefe converts will find hufbands. As the

cafe now ftands, we {ee that all men are not equally delicate. The agrecablenefs of many of thefe

women, added to their ability to fupport themfelves, may tie the bands of focial affettion fironger,
than is ufual in common life, where neither picty nor indufiry are regarded.

Prersiums and a bounty will probably anfiver in a double refpet. I have often been fhocked at the
inhuman ambition of the French court, in fporting away the lives, and invading the properties of
men ; but I muft confefs, I was ftruck with the good fenfe, the policy, and the humanity, which it
fhewed, in a fignal aét of manificence, upon ocafion of the birth of an heir to the crown ; I mean
the gwmg .in-marriage a certain number of poor girls with fuitable portions. Will not #his nation
acquire great honor and profit too, if the direfors of l:hm charity gwe fuch premmma and buunde: to
{uch of thefe poor girls as excel! in wirtue?

Tue learned Erafmus thought the giving dowries one of the wﬁ.{eﬂ kinds nf {:hanty. and heque:tlmi
certain {ums of money to it. And the ingenious baron Holberg, who was alfo greatly diftinguithed for his
merit, eftablifhed a fiend for that purpofe, and without doubt died with much the greater pleafure, in
the reflection that he fhould be inftrumental in making fome young ladies the happier, in that ftate, which
it is no indignity to them to {uppofe, molt young women with to be. His legacies indeed were confined
to the moff wirtnous part of the fex, and confequently to render them more happy than ;’E.g_;rl
before. I am pleading for thole avhe smce avere loff and are found, with a view to alleviate their » jfer)
and render them ufeful. And fince pleafire chiefly confifts in an abfence of pain, and virte is; in
fome degree, its own reward, it feems to be a higher obje&t of the care of mankind, to relieve the
diftreffed, than even to angment the happinefs which airtze has fo ftrong a title to,

Ir the promife of femporal as well as erermal rewards will raife a glorious ‘emulation smungﬁ the
molt wirfusus; may we not hope that it will be inftrumental in the arduous tatk of reclaiming’ the
wictous 7 Happinefs is the common end purfued ; and we may, point out, cven to the moft. abandoned
of mankind, what are the truelt mears to acquire this end.

We may lay it down as an invariable maxim, that whatever tends to promote a habit of induftry,
which, to all appearance, will produce as great an advantage to a flate, as the pecuniary confideration

which is given, to promote that induftry, amounts to, will in the iffue be highly beneficial. Bur, if
to indultry we add the means of prefirwing life ; the improvement of meral viriue, and the exercife
religious duties; it is, in fadt, only making ufe of a ficv goad things of a lefir value, to acquire more
good things of a much greater waluec and where care is taken to prevent abufes; this muft be produétive
of the greateit benefit to a ftate : and it feems abfurd to fear, that we fhall give too much encouragement
to virtue, and nothing but virtue (hould entitle them to fuch an encouragement.

Bewnties being thus given to fuch seclaimed perfons, as excel in piety, induftry, ‘and a fub-
miffion to a regedar acenomz, it will prepare the way to their being married to honeft indufirious
men, fuitable to them, and fuch as the direftors approve. ‘Ihe happy ends which will be

obtained
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have ‘gained a proficiency, fo that ‘mothing fhall be omitted which can’ promote
the ‘great end of preferving life; of rendering that life ufeful ; of recovering thofe
whoare now loft to the community; and of faving their fouls from perdition.

6. Ir any are defirous to go into his majefty’s dominions in Emarim, which will
probably happen fometimes, the fame regard fhall be thewn them, with refpect to
the part of the produce of their gain, their charaéfer, the premiums, and the gift
which fhall be prefented them at leaving this Charity-houfe *

‘7. As domeftic fervitude is the fruitful fupply of proftitutes, and female fervants
i‘n this me:mpohs, generally much more numerous than can be accommodated :
as fervanr.s are often highly fed and ill taught : as their mafters and miftrefies are
fé-Idam fo attentive to their morals, or even to their worfhipping of God, as
chriftians moft undoubtedly ;:nught to be: as thefe fervants have alfo many hours
of Ic'if'urc; and much expofed to company in great families, and in thefe hours
evil dcﬁrcs have moft eafy accefs to the heart:—zberefore, it fhall be the conffant
miaxim of this ::haﬁty., that every other method of procuring a comfortable fupport
for thofe who have approved themﬁ:lw:s wortlry, under this inftitution, fhall be pre-
ferred to that of fending them to fervice. This however is left, in fome meafure,
to' the choice of thefe women, efpenal[y when the Committee is fatisfied of the
fobriety of the family into which they are gﬁing, for this will makea great difference,
As the governors cannot reftrain them, after they have: left the houfe, o shey mean
to recommend the fafeft and beft way of life, Jefore they leave it.

2t

8. Ir when there fhall be ne further reafonfor. detentivn, or when aétually dife
chatged, ‘the party fhall compleain of being unable to find employment abroad in
the world, this will naturally fuggeft an improvement of this plan.  In this cafe they

g | L fhal
qhmudbyfuuhprmmm, gwen to the virtuous, and with a view to prevent the Prﬂpngatmn Qf
mifery and bad example, are roo obvious to need any farther illultration; for, if thofe, who have
been a nulance, become ufcful members to. l‘omu_-,r, and they receive the rewards of wirtue as they
do now of wice, the ends of true policy and true charity will be anfwered in the higheft, and in the moft
proper manner, and the fate will be doubly repaid the charge.

: *® In confidering the great plan of this inftitution, to keep any perfon in the houfe who can be pro--
vided for, would only burden the Charity, and exclude the necefitons ; as the receiving thofe a fecond
time who have returned to their thame, would be making it a retrear for iniquity,
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fhall have materials to work with, at their own lodgings ;. and this Charity-houfs
will take their work at a certain price, fo that the induftrious, who have been the
ﬂbjeéj:s of the Charity, may not afterwards be expofed to temptations through
unavoidable poverty,

XXXV. CoNCLUSION.

I cannor conclude thefe remarks more properly than by the relation of an in-
cident which happened, within a very fhort time, to a worthy and ingenious gentle-
man of my acquaintance, whole probity would not be called in queftion, even if the
ftory were as ftrange as it is probable. The circumftance ftruck him the more
from his great humanity, and the defign of the intended Magdalen Charity,
«¢ I was walking,” fays he, « the other night along the Strand, when two girls, of
¢ fixteen or eighteen years old, juft before ghe, were difcourfing. One of them
* faid, Well—*, what do you think ? I bave a meffage from —— in—defiring me fo
“ return bome, and promifing that be will receive mes but I do not intend to go to
« bim,* The other replied, * Wby bave you a ? For God's [ake confider
“ what you are about. Return to bim, and beg bis pardon on your knees! Iam
< bandfomer than you are. 1 bave much better cloaths 3 but I fee mothing before my
“ gyes, but that I muft die feon in the Lock-Hofpital. I would fubmit to live on bregd
“ gnd water, if I knew any body who weuld receive me.” vt

Tuis 1s the genuine ftate of the cafe of the few who #hink at all. How
many may be taught to think, when thinking will relieve them, with refpect
to this world, as well as the other, a little time will difcover. With regard to
the mercy which is now offered to them, as it were by an immediate mandate from
above, let us fee if there are not a few who will accept of it, and become the #rue
objess of the care of heaven ; objefts to whom that God, who wonld not that any
one fbould perifs, has promiled to presel?, and whofe will it is our immorial bappi-
nefs to obey? :

* CaLniye her by her name, and mntimﬁﬂg fome circumftances, which may be as well omitted
here,
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