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S. MATTHEW XI. g,

The blind receive their fight, the lame walk, the lepers are
cleanfed, the deaf bear, the dead are raifed up: and the
poor bave the gofpel preached to them.

belong to a hiftory remarkable enough, and not lefs
important. It was in the beginning of the exercife

of his miniftry : John Baptift being then put into fl::riﬁ::nn.
Now it was, that our Savior took upon himfelf the cha-
racter, the office deftin’d him from the beginning, the
Mefliahfhip : and zbat in the moft open, and public manner,
After Paffover, he ordains his twelve difciples; preaches
that famous Ordination Sermon, the magna charta of chri-
ftianity, commonly called, of the mount. And then by a
moft prodigious profufion of miracles, alarms the whole
world about him. Whence the Romans in Judea, the
Grecks, Pheenicians, Idumeans, Syrians, all flock to him
in immenfe crouds; to hear his preaching, to be heal’d of

their difeafes, and to fee fo very extraordinary a perfon.

John Baptift himfelf was furpriz’d at it, whilft in prifon.
He fends two of his difciples to our Savior, to inquire,
whether in reality he was the Mefliah, the ¢ €psvapfu@.; or
whether they fhould expect another? He knew, that he
himfelf was a forerunner of Mefliah. Still he could not
tell, but IESV S might be another harbinger of heaven,
to introduce the great prince. He apprehended, that
IESVS was to be the facrifice, for the fins of the whole
world.  But probably, he had ftill a notion (which all the
Jews were tinctur’d withal) of a glorious, a potent, and tri-
umphant king ; who was to redeem ’em from the Roman
ower, and conquer the uvniverfe. This feems to be the

caufe of the Baptift's hefitation. Befides, the profufion of
our

THESE are the words of our blefled Savior; and
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our Savior’s miracles aftonifh’d him, He himfelf did none.-
John x. 41. This it ‘was, that made John’s difciples to
doubt too. . Therefore he thought it prudent, to afk the
mafter himfelf.

IESVS anfivers them in the words of our text. S. Luke
relating this piece of ‘hiftory judicioufly premifes this note.
And in that fame hour, be cured man of their infirmitics,
and of plagues, and of evil fpirits: ﬂ?.i'j unto many that were
blind, be gave fight. *

Our Savior was in the midft of the croud of his patients,
when John’s difciples came to him. To his miraculous
cures he refers them, for his anfwer; and for his credentials.
Go, and fhew Sobn thefe #thines. And on a ferious reflection,
he will be able to fatisfy iglim&lf; and you. Whithisa
better conviction, than when a man bears teftimony of him-
{elf. John v. 31, 32.

1 beg leave from the words of our text, to difcourfe to
you on the following topics.

1. To inquire, how healing of difcafes becomes one cha-
ra&er of Meffiah,

IL I {hall confider the nature and manner of our Savior's
cures.

I11. T (hall make fome application, and addrefs, on occa=
fion of the prefent folemnity.

1. ‘We are to inquire, how the healing of difeafes be-
comes one great character of the Meihiah. |

The divine art of healing difeafes, may well be pro-
nounc’d the greateft gift, the moft confummate blefling that
God can beftow on us mortals : either as redounding to qur

owin

* Nor is it impofible to affign the very day of this tranfaltion. By the courfe

of the evangelical hiltory, which'I compofed 20 years ago from a correft harmony

of the gofpels, wherein I have afligned above 100 particular days of our Saviors

tran{aclons; 1 find it was the day after our Savior rals'd the widow's fon at

Nain: @iz wednefday 31 May, in the vulgar year of Chrift 30: butin the
34th year of bis true age.
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own emolument ; or as in common, a benefit to mankind.
For what are all the advantages and acquirements of mind,
body, or fortune, without health? Propofe any of the
pleafures, or profits, or honors of this life, to a man under
the raging pains of the gout, or the fire of a fever: he will
turn a deaf ear. Tell him of celeftial happinefs, in a glo-
rious futurity. The moft cogent argument you can ufe,
would be to releale him of his prefent pain. We open an
agreeable and a ready way to the inmolt recefles of a man’s
heart and affeGions, whilt we adminifter to his bodily
health. And fhar do&rin will then be feafonable, will be
relithed, which enables him to relifh all the other felicitics
and bleflings of life.

This was our Savior’s method, as it were of opening his
commiffion, of calling the crouds to the welcome news of
the gofpel ; the glad tidings from heaven ; the laft revelation
of God's will to mankind; the aflurance of a happy immor-
tality to thofe that embrace it. Before this, he had the
teftimony of John Baptift: but he.fays, I bave greater wit-
nefs than that of TFobn. For the aworks which the Father
bath given me to finifh, the fame works that I do, bear wit-
nefs of me, that the Father bath fent me, John v. 36,

But the authority of the Baptift, proclaiming tlgl'ﬂ divinity
of Chrift’s perfon and office ; the dry leGures of morality ;
or the fublime doctrines of the gofpel, meeknefs, chaftity,
fobricty, patience, forgivenefs of injuries, returning good
for evil; even the reverfionary promifes of future happinefs:
all thefe would not have brought fo numerous an attendance;
without the allurement of an immediate relief from corporal
diforders,

He added therefore to his preaching, the healing of dif-
eafes. DBoth did a&t feparately, and conjointly, to carry on
his beneficent purpofe. He could not otherwife have {o in-
finuated himfelf into their favor, as to be able {uccefsfully

B to
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to introduce his heavenly do@rin. 'The Samaritans, a na=
tion beyond meafure at enmity with the Jews, after he had
ftaid two days with them, tho’ he did no miracle among
them; yet they fay, Now we bave beard bim ourfelves, awe
know that this is indeed the Chrift, the Savior of the world.
Johniv. 42. And thus with his divine eloquence, and his
healing hand, he captivated the world around him.

And IESUS went about all Galilee, teaching in their
Jynagogues, and preaching the gofpel of the kingdom, and
bealing all manner of ficknefs, and all manner of difeafe,
among the people.

And bis fame went through all Syria.  And they brought
unto bim all fick people, that were taken with divers difeafes
and torments 3 and all thofe which were poffeffed with devils,
and thofe which were [unatic, and thofe that bad the palfy,
and be bealed them. Matth. iv. 24.

And there followed bim great multitudes of people from Ga=
lilee, and from Decapolis, and from “ferufalem, and from “fu-
dea, and from beyond Sfordan, and from Idumea, and from
the fea coaft of Tyre and Siden. Mark iii, 8.

This was the ftate of that part of the world at the be-
ginning of the gofpel, called the beginning of the kingdom of
heaven. Luke xvi. 16. xix. 11. the gofpel of the kingdom ;
when John Baptift fent this meflage to our Savior. He
made ufe of this method of healing difeafes, not only as
agreeable to the reafon of things, and the beft means of at-
taining the propofed end; but it was pointed out, in innu-
merable prophecies, as one of the primary charaéters of the
Mefliah. ;

I fhall exhibit an eafy proof of it only from that moft
noble and cloquent writer, Ifaiah, defervedly ftiled the
evangelical prophet; who paints the whole life, dotrin, and
death of our blefled Savior, in fuch lively colors,. that one

would take it for a hiftory. -In loftinefs of ftile, beyond
all
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all controverfy, the facred Writings are the firft. In the
hiftorical, Mofes is fuperlatively eminent: in the poetical,
David. But Ifaiah has united them both in the prophetic.
And the force of language cannot go further,

Ifaiah xxxv. 4. Bebold your God will come with vengeance,
even God with a recompence 5 be will come and fave you.

Then the e ’ﬂyes of the blind fhall be opened, and the ears of
the deaf u

Then m’i the lame leap as an bart, and the tongue of the
dumb ﬁﬁg And fo on to the end of the chapter. A plain
defcription of the time we are now {peaking of, concerning
John Baptift, and our Savior beginning to preach

Again xxix. 18. In that day fhall the deaf bear the words
of the book ; and the eyes of the blind fhall fee out of aéﬁ':mty
and a’ar&mﬁ

And the meek fball joy in Jebovab, and the poor rejoce in
the boly one of Ifracl.

Again xli1. A graphical defcription of our Savior, fo ape::
the blind eyes, to bring out the prifoners, and them that fit in
darknefs.

16. I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not. I
will make darknefs light before them.

18. Hear ye deaf'; and look ye blind, that ye may [ee.
Again xliii. 3 Ixi. 1. Lukeiv, 18,

And thus it became him to fulfil all righteoufnefs; and
this in the moft extenfive manner pofiible, by preaching, and
by that godlike and moft excellent charity, of reftoring the
greateft of bleflings, health ; the ufe of our organs, limbs,
and faculties! Nay he wf:nt further, he fnatched the living
from the captivity of the Devil, and the dead from the hor-
rors of the grave. And this brings us

II. To confider the nature and the manner of our Savior’s
cures.
B2 In
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In general we muft premife, they were all confeffedly
miraculous ; and yet fometimes he feemed to ufe natural
means, as it were to take off the furprize. John ix. He
made a liniment of a little clay and fpittle, with which he
anointed the man’s eyes ; and after that, he fent him to wath
in the pool of Siloam, upon which he was reftored,

Another time, he was gracioufly pleafed to heal a man,
waiting for a long time to wath in the pool of Bethe{da;
John v. 4. where an Angel occafionally imparted a medi-
cinal virtue to the water. From which hiftery we may thus
remark, as it is of particular ufe to what follows in our
difcourfe.

Juit before our Savior’s advent, the Spirit of God, which
had long been filent in his fupernatural agency with
the Jewith church, began by little and little to exert
himfelf in" a miraculeus manifeftation, to prepare for the
great approach, An Angel appeared to Zacharias in the
Temple *; to the Virgin Mary 5 to Jofeph }: Elizabeth
was filled with the Holy Ghoft, and prophefied, Luke i. 471,
Zacharias the like, ver, 67, Simeon, Luke ii. 25. Anna,
ver. 36. Caiaphas the Highprieft, John xi. So Angelsap-
peared to the fhepherds in the field of Bethlehem, Luke
1. g. to the Magi a miraculous ftar, and an Angel, Matth..
3o

But to return to the manner of our Savior’s cures. Mark
viii. 22. he twice touched a man’s eyes with his fpitele;
He that formed the wondrous texture of the eye, could
render it an infallible collyrzum.. Blind Bartimeus, and his
companion, he reftored, by the ceremony of touchin
their eyes, Matth. xx. 34. So he healed Malchus’s ear by
touching it, Luke xxii. 51. He healed a leprous perfon
by touching him, Matth. viii. 2. Mark i. 40. ii. 10.
Lukev. 12. vi, 19. He touched the man whom every

one.
® Lukei 11, + Lukei, 26. 1 Matth. i zo. il 13, 19, 22.
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one clfe avoided; to fthow, that infection could not reach
him : the man was clean in the aé of touching. It was
eafy for fuch a one to make his way through the croud.
He kneels down and modeftly fays, If thou wilt, thou canft
make me clean. Our divine phyfician anfwers him, but
touches him firlt, T will, be thou clean. He prevents his
hope, tho’ not his faith: - He touched a clean body, fays
Origen, upon this occafion.

Luke xvii. 11. He fent fome lepers to thow themfelves to
the high prieft. They went with eager hafte, thinking the
fight of the pontiff was to cure them, but the true pontiff
furpris’d them on the road; they found themfelves whole.

Mark vii. 31. A deaf and dumb man: he put his fingers
into his ears, and touched his tongue with fpittle.

Luke xiii. 11. He heals the woman bowed together; by
laying his hands on her.

He healed many only by the touch of his garment. Mark
iii. ro. Luke vi. 19. Matt. ix. 20.

A man with a withered hand, he bids him ftretch it forth;
which was the cure. Matt. xiL 10.

Moft commonly he heals his patients by a word, when
prefent; fometimes when abfent : as the nobleman’s fon at
Capernaum. Luke vii. They found that the fever left him, juft
at the time that he {poke. The like of the Roman centurion’s
fervant. Matt. viil. g. our Savior offer’d to go to his houfe,
but fo fenfible was the polite foldier of his all-powerful word,
that he only defired him to fpeak the cure. The like of the
Syropheenician woman’s daughter, who was demoniac,
_ Matt. xv. 28.

And this leads us to that famous controverfy among
the learned; the cafe of demoniacifm: which it is ne-
ceffary for us to confider. ’Tis degrading the dignity of
Chrift’s divine miffion, in a high degree, to {pirit away the
real, hiftorical fact; in thinking it was only a difeafe. If

we
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we admit the evangelical hiftory to be juft and true, we muft
hold it to be literally underftood. And if we give it the fame
fair ufage, which any other hiftory demands, the evidence
both internal, and external, is unexceptionable.

To ftate the cafe, and fet it in as plain a light as our time
will admit of.

1. I obferve, in regard to the external evidence. The
queftion commonly agitated about this matter, is whether
it was a real diftemper, or a pofieflion by an evil fpirit? in
anfwer, I fay it was both. But the queftion I propofe to
difcufs is this, whether it was a natural diftemper only; but
call’d demoniaci{m, in the fenfe that the ancient phyficians
meant, when they call'd a difeafe by the name of facred, or
divine; in regard to the portentous nature, and {ymptoms
difcernible therein? and here I hold in the negative.

I muft needs underftand the fcripture literally, and hifto-
rically. There is as much evidence for it, as of Cafar’s
commentaries, Tacitus, or any other writer: nay I may
fay more. Becaufe we have the four evangelifts compiling
the fame hiftory; agreeable in their teftimony, of undoubted
veracity, not writing in concert : and this, concerning matters
notorious, done before millions of people, in a learned age,
and in a country full of ftrangers, from all nations of the
world.

Thofe that deny our Savior’s cures to be fupernatural, are
to be pronounc’d incurable. Againft fuch we pretend not to
argue; but as to demoniacifm, that it was real, we can
fcarce defire a better proof than the confeflion of enemies ;
and of thofe that lived at, or near the time, when fuch cures
were perform’d. We have the acknowledgment of Julian
the emperor, than whom there could not be a bitterer ad-
verfary : one too learned, too fubtle, too follicitous not to
be deceiv'd, or dubious in fuch a matter. Thus quoted by
S. Cyril L. vi. Julian fays, ¢ Jefus indeed has been celebrated
(11 by



THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. 9

“ by a few ordinary people, for about thefe jo0 years. He did
‘ nothing extraordinary during the whole courfe of his life,
““ except that he cured a few lame, and blind folks; and
‘¢ exorcifed fome demoniacs in the villages of Bethfaida, and
““ Bethany.” Here we fee Julian fairly owns, not only de-
moniaci{m in general, but likewife the diftinétion between
that and the natural difeafe,

We have likewife the confeffion of the Jews, as great
enemies as Julian : they accufed him of performing it by the
help of magic. We may add the confeffion of the devils
themfelves, who believed and trembled at our Savior’s power;
both whilft he was on earth, and for fome ages after: they
acknowledging and fearing his name. As is fully evident
from the authority of Tertullian, Minutius, Cyprian, Theo-
philus, and others, which may largely be quoted.

2. As to the reafon of the thing, I argue, if we allow
Providence to act agreeably to reafon, it muft needs appear
a prudent meafure, worthy of the wifdom of God, in or-
der to compafs the propofed end; more particulary about
that age of the world, which was to be honor’d with the
great advent. We obferved before, that the holy fpirit had
began to make a preparative advance ; that he might not
come as it were, abruptly into the world. And now it be-
came Providence to permit the evil Agent, ever alert and
ready for mifchief, to wreck his malice upon thefe wicked,
unhappy people ; on purpofe that our blefled Savior’s power
might become more confpicuous, That he might triumph
not only over diftempers, by his divine word, but what is
infinitely of more fervice to us, over the devil and his infer-
nal agents. John ix. 2. This argument is ftrongly inforc’d
by our Savior himfelf.

. Let us confider the internal evidence; what plainly
ari%as from the cafes themfelves. The holy penmen evi-
dently diftinguifh them from common difeafes, over and

over,
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over, We cited a2 note which St. Luke premifes to the
hiftory referr’d to, in the words of our text. vii. 21.

And in that fame. tine be cured many of their infirmities,
and of their plagues, and of evil [pirits.

St. Matt. iv. 24. They brought unto bim all fick people that
avere taken with divers difeafes and torments, and thefe which
aere poffefled with devils, and thofe which were lunatic, and
thofe that bad the palfy, and he bealed them,

Again viil. 16. They brought unto him many that were pof~
Jeffed awith devils: and be caft out the fpirits with bis word,
and bealed all that were fick.

Mark i. 32. They brought unto bim all that were difeafed,
and them that were poffefled with devils. And be bealed
many that wwere fick of divers difeajes, and cafl out many
devils.

Luke iv. yo. Al they that bad any fick with divers difeafes,
brought them unto bim : and be laid bis hands en every one
of them, and bealed them. And devils alfo came out of many.

Luke vi. 17. They came to be bealed of their difeafes: And
they that were vexed with unclean [pirits: and they were
bealed. vil. 21,

Lukeviii. 2. Certainwomenwhich bad been bealedof evil [pirits
and infirmities. And this diftinction between demoniacifm
and the diftemper, is fufficient anfwer to all that Mr. Jofeph
Mede fays on this head : for the very words of his text {how
it. John x. 20, He bath a devil, and is mad. They meant,
the man was demoniac, with {ymptoms of lunacy rais’d by
the devil. Matt. iv. 24. Al thofe which were quéﬁd with
devils, and thofe which were lunatic, and thefe that bad the
pally. % dasponopevous %) cennmalopmerovs, % wapaAuTixals, £
¢ repamevoey avles. “Tis apparent, beyond any poflible con-
tradiCtion, that lunacy, and palfy, and demoniacifim are
diftinct difeafes; yet lunacy or pally may be join’d to demo-
nilaciim, or caufed by it.

Moreover
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Moreover our Savior himfelf diftinguifhes them from
common difeafes, in his commiflion to the apoftles, after
he had ordained them, Mark ii. 15. he gives them power
to beal fickneffes, and to caft out devils. Matt. x. 1. he gave
them power againft unclean [pirits, to caft them amf and to
beal all manner of ficknefs, and all manner of dif: njf

Ver. 8. Heal the fick, cleanfe the lepers, raife the dead,
caft out devils, Luke ix. 1.

In confequence of this commiffion, Mark, vi, 13. They
caft out many devils, and anvinted with 0il many that were
Sick, and healed them.

A&s viii. 7. After our Savior’s afcenfion the apoftles did
the like ; For unclean [pirits, -crying with loud voice, came
out of many that were poffeffed with them: and many taken
with palfies, and that wvere lame, were bealed.

So after our Savior’s time, Irenzus writes, IL.' 56, ¢7,
¢ the chriftians truly caft out devils, and heal the nick by
“ impofition of hands.”

Origen contra C‘c’fﬁnﬁ I. writes, ““ they caft out devils, and
** heal many difeafes.”” Tertullian ad Scap. 4. fays, * how
¢ many honeft men have by us been healed, and freed from
 devils? "

Innumerable paffages of like nature to be quoted from
the primitive writers. There is a conftant diftin&ion made
between fimple difeafes and demoniacifm. At length, by
degrees, as the purpofe of thefe miraculous powers ceafed,
they ceafed.

4. Therefore, according to my firft aflumption, we muft
reafonably affirm, that thefe were real diftempers; and at
the fame time the effect of diabolical pofie fion, . e. They
were difeafes raifed by evil fpirits. For what was the pur-
pofe of thefe hellith agents? it was not for the -‘Fm:rd of
the unhappy perfons into whom they were ent n.’: t was
not to give them pleafure; but t apticipate their los ed I bor

& 9|
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of tormenting. How could they do this effeGtually but by
caufing a dileafe ? and to do that flill more effeGtually, a
nervous difeafe, the cruelleft of all: torturing without kill-
ing, This was wrecking malice infernal; agitating the ani-
mal {pirits into the depth of horror, defpair, melancholy,
trenzy, hypochondriacifim, hyfterics, affrighted imagination,
epileply, convulfions, lunacy; crouding all mortal miferies
into one. Thefe cafes, in their ordinary, their feparate, their
common ftate, are deplorable indeed; but what are they
when urged by a fpiritual being, whofe cruelty is equal to
his nature, and his power!

A ftoppage of infenfible perfpiration, of any wonted eva-
cuation, errors in the nonnaturals, too free ufe of fpirituous
liquors, riotous living, violent exercife, affections of the mind,
paflion, grief, immoderate joy, will accelerate the pulfe, caufe
a fever and inflammations: thefe will fall upon the nervous
{yftem, fo as to excite thofe dire appearances we have juft
mentioned. Is it nor eafy for a {piritual agent to affect the
blood and animal juices, of one abandon’d by providence,
{o as to produce all this? and this was the cafe of demonia-
c¢ifm in the gofpel. Sometimes they appeared with noify,
furious, and raving {ymptoms; fometimes with forrow ;
mopifh, and filent ; rendring the poor creatures both deaf
and dumb, through a relaxation of their nerves. Sometimes
they contracted their limbs through convulfions, as in the
woman who had been bowed together eighteen years, Luke
xill. 11,

It requires no great knowledge in philofophy or phyfick,
to underftand fo plain a matter; it requires no more faith
than any common hiftory, related by an honeft writer of
reafonable capacity: The devils actuated the limbs, blood
and organs of the miferable wretches. -

'Tis childith to fay, becaufe we don’t fee a fupernatural
agency in the condudt of providence now-a-days, thcrefl‘are,

there
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there never was fuch. To thofe with whom nought but mi-
racles will pafs for arguments, I will point out a plain and
obvious one, which they may behold every day of their
lives, I mean the nation of the Jews. They and the Ara-
bians are the only two ancient nations upon earth, that can
be traced out to their original fteim, the immediate defcen-
dents of faithful Abraham ; who believed in the Mefliah as
many years before his advent, as we do now after. But the
Jews in particular, are plainly a ftanding miracle, a perpe-
tual monument of the veracity of the holy feriptures, both
of the old and new teftament; too great for time itfelf to
deface. -

5. Another argument may very fairly be deduced from
this confideration, that fome of the Jews themfelves did eject
devils at that time. Mark ix. 38. John the apoltle fays to
our Lord, Mafler, we faw one cafting out devils in thy name,
and be followeth not us. Matt. vii. 22. Luke ix. 49.

Mate. xii. 27. Fefus faith, If by Beelzcbub caft out devils,
by whom do your fons caft them out ?

And that both Jews and other nations had a true notion
of men being pofiefled with devils, may be proved from the
plain teftimonies of Jofephus, Irenzus, who lived but a cen-
tury after Chrift ; Juftin martyr, Suidas, Origen, and others:
from whence it may be inconteftably thown, that this power
remained in the church, till about Conftantine’s time ; then
the reafon and necefiity of it ceafing, the gift ceafed. The
argument equally fhows it to have been neceffary till then.

We may obferve why God Almighty was pleafed, in the
time of our bleffed Savior, to give this extraordinary licence
to the wicked {pirits, to apprize mankind of their malice and
{ubtilty ; and becaufe our Savior was fufficiently able to
oppofe their power, and fubdue them.

So in the time of Mofes, when he wrought his great and
fearful miracles before Pharoah and all his court; God was

‘ C 2 then
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then pleafed too to permit the magicians to do great feats
by the help of the devil, and only lefs works than Mofes
did. Thus we read, Exod. vii. 11. The magicians caft
down their rods as well as Mofes, and they became ferpents;
but Mofes’s ferpent eat them up. When Mofes turn’d the
water into blood, the magicians did the fame. But when
Mofes made lice out of duft, the affiftance of the devil
faill'd in fo contemptible an animal : 'twas a farcafm upon
them,

Then the magicians faid to Pharoah, This is the finger of
God! All this permiffion tended but to magnify God’s power.

This fame reafoning, by a true analogy, fully opens to us
God’s purpofe, in regard to demoniacs in the gofpel: the
power of the devil oppos’d to our Savior’s miracles. It is
agreeable to the philofophy in the natural world, where
attraction and repulfion, action and reaction, are the great
fprings that conferve the mighty frame of the univerfe.

In the alls of the apoitles, and in the times fucceedin
the earlieft ages of the church; whilft the Holy Ghoft thoughe
fit to continue the gift of miracles; fo long we find a con-
comitant licence to the devil to oppofe them, in a vifible
manner.

And is not the reafon confpicuous enough, why now his
hands are tyed up; that we are fecure from his open infult?
This whole affuir, when maturely confidered, is a wife, a
good, and a beautiful ordination of divine providence.

6. We may again argue very pertinently from this circum-
ftance : That the evil {pirits, who had powers and faculties
fuperior to mere man, knew our Savior ; knew his perfon,
office, and dignity: when it is not reafonable to fuppofe,
that the unfortunate pofiefled could know him. Lukeiv. 41.
And devils alfo came out of many, crying cut, and faying, Thow
art Chrift the fon of God. And be rebuking them, fuffered’em
not to fpeak, for they knew that be was the Meffiab, e

ar
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Mark. i. 23. There was in their [ynagogue a man with an
unclean [pirit, and be cried out, Let us alone, what have we
to do with thee, thou efus of Nazareth? Art thou come to
defiroy us? I know thee who thou art, the boly one of God,
Luke v. 33.

Mark ?.332. They brought unto bim all that were difeafed,
and them that were poffefled with devils; and be bealed many
that were fick of divers difeafes, and caff cut many devils;
and fuffered not the devils to [peak, becaufe they knew bim.

Mark iii. 11. And unclean [pirits, when they faw bim, fell
dm;ﬂ before bim, and cried, [aying, Thou art the Son of
God.

Nothing can be a more unexceptionable proof of this
point, than the famous hiftory of the pofiefled, in the
country of the Gadarenes, where our Savior was an abfolute
ftranger. The country was not inhabited by Jews, who
might be fuppofed to be tinctur’d with a popular notion of
pofleffions. Both city and country were Ieathens, Syrians,
Arabians, Greeks, and Romans, Gadara was a decapoli-
tan city, and metropolis, rebuilt fome time before by Pom-
pey, in the year of Rome 6go, the fame year Pompey at-
tacked Jerufalem. Jofephus informs us about it. Many
old coins are extant of this city, in cardinal Norris’s excel-
lent book de epochis Syromacedonum : in Vaillant ; and in
Patin. This was juft 10 years before Julius Cefar invaded
Britain.

Matth. viii. 29. The evil [pirits ran to bim at a diftance,
cried out, faying, What bave we fo do with thee, Fefus, thou
Son of God : art thou come bither to torment us before the
time?2 'The Devils knew him, tho’ the poor men could not
poflibly know him. They had been long feparated from
human converfation, had lived in the tombs and defarts.
>Tis impofiible to invalidate the force of this argument,

7. 1€
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. If we reflect on the general circumftances of thefe
hiftories of the Demoniacs, we cannot want any reafonable
conviction of the diftemper’s being the effet of evil Spirits,
not fimple difeafes. Such as our Savior’s holding converfe
with the Devils, afking them, What is thy name? they
an{wer, fegion; his reproving them, commanding them fo
bold their peace, Mark iii. x1. fo go out of the men; that
they fhould not make bim known ; that they fhould enter no
more into them, Mark v. 8. ix. 25, their expoftulating with
him, begging he would not deflrey them, torment them,
Luke iv. 7. viil. 28, 8§ Mark exprefles it, a/l the devils
befought bim, that be would not fend them out of the country:
their crying, Mark ix. 26. his cafting feven Devils out of
Mary Magdalen. Luke viii. 2. one that bad been tormented
with devils a long time. Luke viil. 27, one for eighteen years

ace. i

/2 Thefe are circumftances, predicaments, that muft be un-
derftood of realities, not phantoms. Can we fuppofe our
divine phyfician talk’d only to a difeafe, or to the diftem-
per’d fancies of the patients? or only humor’d the miftaken
notions of the Jews, and other people that were not Jews?
All this is infinitely below his character. Nor can an honeft
and grave hiftorian relate it as fat, throughout his whole
work. Nor can S. Luke, a phyfician himfelf, a perfon of
exquifite learning, be led away, as the other Evangelifts
might, with a E}pular error.

When the Devils parly with our Savior, and beg ke
would permit them to go info the fwine. Matth, viii. g7,
Muft we think the mere patient begg’d this favor? When
the {wine were agitated with the fame Demoniacifm as the
two men, was it a mere diftemper? Was it ever known
that any infectious illnefs thould take a herd of 2000 ani-
mals inftantaneoufly, and all at once?

When
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When Devils are faid to throw the poor people down,
and tear them; when our Savior {peaks of ejected [pirits
wandring about in dry places ; of taking feven other Spirits
more wicked than themfelves, and reentring pofleffion,
Luke xi. 24. thefe are hiftorical perfonalitics, not no-
tional. If they are not fo underftood, fo intended to be un-
derftood, then we muft abandon common fenfe, common
language, and conclude there is no logic, no fuch thing
as hiftorical narration, no faith, no truth in any thing we fay
or do.

But this affair does not reft only on the evangelical
writers. In after-times, Juftin Martyr, in his addrefs to
the Roman Senate, ftakes the whole credit of the Chriftian
faith upon this faculty of cjecting Devils, in the moft public
manner. Tertullian the fame, in his apology.

After all, what is the réafon of this {cepticifm, as to this
particular of real Demoniacifm? when ’tis impofiible to
deny the cure to be miraculous, tho’ we grant the difeafe
to be purely natural.” Is it more difficult, by a {upernatural
power, to eject a Devil, than to cure a difeafe? There-
fore the foundation of this doubt is as weak, as it is un-
meaning ; and could a victory be obtained, the triumph is
vain. ’Tis as the Jews quarrelling with our Savior for
Fretending to forgive fins: at the fame inftant as he was con-
effedly healing a man by a miracle, before their eyes.

III. We are to make fome application of what has been
faid, and addrefs, on occafion of the prefent folemnity.

1. The firft and moft obvious proof is this, that IESVS
is the Mefliah. The prophets moft glaringly predilted his
healing difeafes in a fupernatural manner, He moft noto-
rioufly fulfilled their predictions.

2. ’Tis of no mean confequence to mankind to know,
that our Savior, in his human capacity, was able to cqp]n:

wit
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with the Devil’s unreftrained malice. ’Tis an encourags-
ment to us to withftand his more impotent fuggeftions and
infeebled power,

3. Of all the learned arts, none can deferve the public
efteem more, than that of the phyfician : For of #he mo /f High
cometh bealing, and be fhall recerve bonor of the king. The
Sill of the phyfician jhall lift up bis head, and in the fight
of great men fhall be be in admiration, fays the fon of Si-
rach. Julian the emperor writes, the art of medicin was
defervedly, by the philofophers, faid to have defcended from
Heaven.

It cannot receive a higher fantion, than that it was one
primary chara&er of the Mefliah. And of this, even in.
heathen antiquity, we find there was notice; which muft
have been derived from fome prophetic reports deliver'd
down from the former ages »f the world. Hence it was
they form’d their deity Apollo, the fon of ]upxter the fa-
thf:r of medicin. In Apollo are very many notorious cha-
racters of Mefiiah, which our prefent fubject requires us not
to enlarge upon.

Tho’ we cannot cure difeafes by the fame method as our
Savior did, yet 'tis glorious enough for us, that he has given
us the natural means, the herbs and drugs of fuch won-
derful qualities and virtues, as will do it in moft deplorable,
morbid circumftances. The Lord bath created medicins out
of the earth, and be that is wife will not abbor them. Our
fin and folly is generally the caufe of difeafes. Let us re-
pent, and amend of them, and then call in the aid of the
phyfician, for the Lord both created bim. There is a time
when in their bands there is good fuccefs; for they fPall alfa
pray unto the Lord, that be would profper that 'w,é:'n:‘ﬁ they
give for cafe, and rfmmf}. to prolong life.

Here, my beloved brethren, we fee the duty of the pa-
tient, and of the phyfician, fetin its juft light, And ’ts

evident
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evident how much a religious phyfician may do, toward
healing the moral difeafes of his patient, as well as the na-
tural. A truly glorious imitation of our blefled Savior’s
example!| And we fee how much it behoves a phyfician to
merit a blefling upon his endeavours, as well for the pa-
tient’s fake, as his own, by his attachment to the duties of
religion.

4. As the phyficians have the honor to be followers of
our Savior in the practice of the medicinal art, it behoves us
to take notice of one of his cuftoms in that particular. To
the Jews, God almighty was pleafed upon the Ewxodus to
republifh the fanctity of the Sabbath, with the reft of the
moral laws of the Decalogue, in the terrific pomp of mount
Sinai. The Sabbath is the eflence, the foundation, the
foul of all the reft. He was pleafed to give a further
fan&ion to it, when for g0 years together, during their
abode in the wildernéfs, they were fupply’d with bread
from Heaven. John vi. 31. On the Sabbath they had not
fo much as the trouble of gathering it, that they might be
lefs hindered from attending on the duty of the day. When
the Jews were poflefled of the land of Canaan, their bene-
ficent leader gave them the ftanding miracle of the Sab-
batic year : wherein they were to ufe no works of agricul-
ture ; having a fuperabundant crop given them the preceding

ear.

Notwithftanding this wonderful favor of Heaven, the
Jews, toward the end of the kingdoms of Ifrael and Judah,
became:-fcandaloufly negligent of their duty in both particu-
lars. On the Sabbath-day they would drive their carts to
market, and traffic; and on the Sabbatic year they would
plow their ground, and fow.

To punith them for this thameful and ftupid breach of
duty, God was pleafed to deliver the whole Nation over
into 2 moft miflerable captivity, under the Babylonian mo-
narch. And this lafted for 7o years, till the time was com-

pleted:
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pleted : the aggregate of all the Sabbaths and Sabbatic years
which they had fo foolifhly, as well as wickedly, defecra-
ted. That they who would not attend on the delightful duty
of paying their adoration teo fo kind a Proveditor, might, by
an exadt retribution, {pend that fame time in the moft abject
thraldom.,

After they had been thus feverely difciplined, upon their
return (fo difficult is it to preferve the golden medium) they
ran into a contrary extreme. So ferupuloufly and injudicioufly
exact were they become in keeping the Sabbath, that they
would not fuffer a phyfician to perform the duties of his
funétion on that day. Luke xiv. 3.

Hence it is fo often, in the evangelieal hiftory, we find
them ‘cavilling at our Savier on this account. His cuftom
was never to omit the Sabbatical fervice at the Synagogue,
wherever he was, Matth, iv, 24. ix. 35. Mark vi. 2. Luke
tv. 16, 31. xiii. 1o. and very many other places.

Matt. xii. 1o0. Markiii. 2. Luke vi. 6. A man appeared
before him there with a wither’d hand; the Jews watched
him, whether he would heal him on the fabbath day. Tho?
he knew their malice, yet he cured the man, and gives them.
the rationale of the practice. As likewife John vii. 22. John
v. 8. Another inftance. Our Savior having withdrawn him-
felf, they fell upon his patient, It zs the [abbath day, it is
not lawful for thee to carry thy bed. ver. 16. They fought to
flay T ESUS becaufe he bad bealed bim on the fabbath day.
Luke xiv. 1. An hydropic thuscured. John xix. 14. A man
born blind. Luke xiii. 14. xiv. 1. A diabolic {pirit, which
had bowed a woman double, and others.

Qur Savior feems ftudioufly to obviate this wretched: no-
tion of the Jews: to join mercy, and facrifice; to heal in
the very temple, and in the fynagogues. And the apoftles
afterward imitated his example. Afts iii. And thus it be-
comes a chriftian phyfician to perform his duty of vifiting
the fick on fabbath days; and as much as all pofiible con-

venience
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venience will admit, not to leave the other duty undone;
that of making his approaches to God’s holy temple.

5. Imitate then, my beloved brethren, the great founder
of our religion. Purfue the fteps of St. Luke the beloved
phyfician. Remember we the founder of our royal College,
the good Linacre : as remarkable for his love of religion, as
of his profeflion, and his zeal for the perpetual {tability of
the faculty, He completed his illuftrious charater by en-
tring into holy orders ; and dy’d a dignitary of the church,
Adopt the fentiments of the celebrated author of religio me-
dici. Reflet upon the memory of the excellent Willis,
who frequented the public morning prayers before he went
forth to vifit his patients : and left a fund to fupport that
{ervice, in St. Martin’s church.

And with particular gratitude we commemorate the piety
of the author of this day’s folemnity, Dr. Croune, whofe
religious defignation was completed by his widow and exe-
cutrix Lady Sadleir #, Proceed in the path of thefe, and
others our illuftrious predeceflors: and by your art preferve
even remote pofterity to follow your examples: That as the
perfection of phyfick is juftly to be attributed to our own
time, and country ; we may not fail to render the character
confummate, in that of the truly chriftian phyfician,

To almighty God the giver of all good things; to our
blefled Savior the divine phyfician ; to the moft holy Spirit,
the illuminator, be afcribed, as is juftly due, all poffible
adoration, thankfgiving, power, and glory, now, and for
ever. Amen. *

* He was of the ancient family of the Crounes which came in with William the
conquerer ; and were feated at Freefion by Bofton. They founded the priory there,

fubjetted to the great abby of Croyland. I gave their genealopy in Jinerarium
Carigfum, p. 23.
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