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the utmolt Force of Judgment and Invention in moft ha
py Conjunétion, what more beautiful Caft or Turn could
the Poet have given to the Subject before him, or where
can we fee the Drama it felf wind up with 2 more artifi-
cial clofe. In his Fifth book, the Competition is between
the Trees of the American World and ours, Pomona [eaced
in one of the Fortunate Iflands between the two Worlds, the
Convention from each is aflembled before ; the Auchor
finding the Preference to be in truth due to the Indian Plants,
yet unwilling to determine for che Salvage Climate, pre-
vents the decifion by a Quarrel between Omelichilus che Indian
Bacchus, and the European : The Powers of both Countries
are thereupon drawn into Parties, and ready to engage;
when Apollo difarms che barbarous Deicy by the Charms
of his Mulfick: which is fo beautiful and aruficial 2 Turn, .
that an ordinary Poet would have refted facished with the
Dilcovery. Our Author purfues his Advantage, and be-
fides the Conqueft of his Harp, puts a Song into dpollo’s
Moutch, and faftens upon the muE noble as well as agree-
able Subject that the Nature could afford, of Columbus his
Dilcovery of America. The Drifc of chis laft Book, which
yet feems to top uponthe reft, is delcribed o our Hands
in the forementioned Preface, where the impartial Reader
may judg if Zirgil himfelf has betcer defigned for the Glory
of Rome and Auguftus, than Cowley for his Country and the
Monarch of his Time.

As for rhe Tranflation we have here prefented, I fear I
(hall be thought too mucha Party to [peak wich any great
Freedom : [ will only prefume to fay, that if cthe Reader
confiders the Difficuley of the Task, he will not think che
Verfion altogether unworthy of the Original : He that takes
the pains to compare them, will atleaft find a Juftnels to
the Author’s Senle, and I hope that the Performance of che
reft thac were engaged wich me in the Atcempt, will not
only fupporc their Parts of the Undertaking, buc make
amends for the Defects of mine. If in the main you meet
with thac Diverfion I propofed, it isall chat is expeéted by

Your Humble Servant,
N. Tats.












Jome things, concerning hwhich, it will wot be imférr'.i#gpt briefly to
clear my felf before I proceed. In the firll place, I forefee thar I [ball
ke accufed by fome of too much Delicagy and Levity, in that having
undertaken great Subjecls, and after a day or swo’s Journey, I have
ftopt, through Lazinefs and Defpondency of reaching bome, or poffeft
with fome wew Fremzy, have flartled into fome other Road, infomuch
that mot only the balf (as theyfay) but the third part of the Task
bas been jrurcr than my wﬁmﬂ lzuﬁrmmm : Away (they cry) with
this Defultory Writer.  Tet wigh what Spirit, what Foice threatning
mighty Matters, he begins

Of War and Turns of Fate I fing.

Thou ﬁnélgf Wars, thow Daftard, who throweft away thy Arms fo
Joon, or betakefl thy [elf to the Enemy’s Camp, a Renegade, before
the firft Chargeis founded ? or if at any time thou adventure(f to en-
gage, it is like the Anciemt Gauls, meaking the Onfet with mare than
the Courage of a Man, and prefently retreating with more thaw that
of the Coward : Whereas, be that és once app{;’J bimfelf to a Poem,
a if be had married a Wife, [hould flick to it for better for worfe,
whether the Matter be grateful and eafie, or barfb and almoft in-
trailable, ought neitber to quit it for Tirefomnefs, nor be diverted
by wew Loves, nor think of a Divorce, or at any time relinguifh,
till ke bas brought it to a Conmclufton, as Wedlock terminates with
Life. Thisis imputed to me as a Faule 5 and fince I cannot deny
the Charge, whether I am therein to be blamed or not, let us ex-
amine.

In the firfl place rhuﬂre, that woick is moft truly afferted of
Human Life, is too applicable to my Poetry 5 that it is beft never to
have becn born, or being borw, forthwith to die: And if my Effays
fhould ke carried on to their Omcga, (to which the Warksof Homer
by a pecunliar Felicity were continu'd wiiumw_) there would be great

anger of their falling into Datage before that time. The ouly
thing that can recommend Trifles, or make them tolerable, is, that
they give off feafomably, that is, fuddenly; for that Author goes very
much too far, wholeaves his Reader tired behind him. I hefe Con-
Jederations, if I write ill will excufe my Brevity, tho not fo eafily
excife the Tndertaking s nor fhall my Inconflancy in mot finifbing
what I have begun, be fo much blamed, as my Conflancy in ceaf-
ing ot contimually to begin, and being like Forwune, conflant in
Levity. But if Reader (as it is my Defire) we bave furnifbed you
with what is agreeable to your Appetite, you ought to take it in
govd part that we have uﬁ'a' fuch Moderation, as neither to fend
you away bungry, nor cloy your Stomach with teo much Satiety: To
this you add, that our Attempts, [uch as they are, may ex-
cite the Induflry of others who are enabled by a greater Genins and
Stremgth to undertake the wvery fame or more noble Subjells, As
efilaus of old, who thought he bad made no great Progrefs into
Afia, yet, Leing the firft in that Adventure, be opened the way to
Alexander for a gloriows and furir:megsg‘?. Lafily, (%o "5&{&
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