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SRR I AL G Bl

funk and annihilated, if they would but confider, it isonly
the changing of handsand circulating fomuch dead money,
that, perhaps, was otherwife ufelefs to its poflcfior, and
may probably in time return to its original owner ; the
inconvenience then becomes only temporary, and its ap-
plication is a very confiderable advantage to the public.
It is very certain that no publick good ever was propofed
to which interefted individuals have not objeéted, but it
certainly does not follow, that for this reafon publick
good is not to be attended to at all. We are not with-~
out inftances of villages, nay whole towns, having been
removed for the convenience and emolument of private
perfons; then why not adopt the improvements here laid
down, (at leaft fuch as are moft neceffary) wherein the
good of the community is {o effentially concerned? The
fire of London was undoubtedly a moft deplorable evil to
the fufferers, and yet.no body will deny, that (bad as the
prefent ftate of the city is) it was produdtive of very great
advantages. For the fame reafon, the making rivers navi-
gable and publick roads convenient, are liable to equal ob-
jections; fuch works are certainly often injurious to indi-
viduals, but their utility is a publick benefit, and pofteri-
ty, as well as thofe who carry fuch improvements into ex-
ecution, will reap confiderable advantages from them;
but for the further illufiration of this propofition the
reader is referred to the following difcourie on the utility
and advantage of public magnificence; the reafons which
are there given for the necceflity of its being adopted,
- it is hoped will plead a fuflicient excufe for the liber-
ties which are taken with refpet to private property.
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only fo many convincing proofs of the neceflity of
adopting the following, or fome better hints, in order
to convince the world that blundering is not the only
chara&eriftic of Englifh builders.

One inconvenience deferves particular notice. Seme
ftreets that would naturally open into the countryare
fhut up and darkened by houfes built crofs them at
the end next the fields. This ought to be avoided, as
well for the fake of convenience as of elegance, in the
ftreets which (hall be raifed on the ground yet unoccu-
pied, between the prefent buildings and the new road
from Paddington to Iflington, which in this work has
always been confidered as the great boundary or line
for reftraining and limiting the rage of building. A
ftop ought alfo to be put to the pradtice of ere&ting
irregular groups of houfes at the extremities of the
town, an evil which if continued will make this me-
tropolis more irregular if poflible than it is. The a&
of parliament direds, that no building be ereéed for the
tuture within fifty feet of the New-Road, but fome
people, in order to evade this judicious claufe, have in-
genioufly contrived to build houfes at that diftance, but
then to make themfelves amends they take care to oc-
cupy the intermediate fpace, which was intended to
difencumber the road, by a garden, the wall of which
comes clofe upon ‘it, and entirely defeats the original
intention. This pra&ice, and the mean appearance of
the backs of the houfes*®, offices, and hovels, will in
time render the approaches to the capital fo many fcenes
of confufion and deformity, extremely unbecoming the

* An example of this abfurdity evidently appears in that heap of buildings lately

erctted from Oxford-Road to Hyde-Park Corner, whole back-fronts are feen from
the Park.
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chara&er of a great and opulent city. Certainly the
fronts of all buildings thould be as confpicuous as pof-
fible, and therefore the before-mentioned pradice is
abfurd; on the contrary, if the environs were properly
lated by a judicious difpofition, a moft elegant line
wauld be formed round the metropolis; and the adja-
cent fields compofe a beautiful lawn, and make an
ble finifh to the extream parts Gf the town.
Upon the whole, if among the number of impmve-
ments propofed, any one of them fhould be judged
worthy of being put into execution, it will in fome
meafure recompence the trouble and fatigue the author
has undergone in the profecution of this work ; and he
will think himfelf fuﬂicmnt]y repaid in finding that he has
not been labouring in vain, or given an erroneous opinion
of what he thinks might or ought to have been done.

The ftate of the arts and artiﬁs in this kingdom being
in a great mealure dependant upon publick works of
magnificence and elegance, it was Judged not improper
or fureagn to the prefent defign, to give fome account of
them. How the author has fucceeded he cannot pre-
tend to determine; he has carefully avoided giving of-
fence by becoming particular, and as he has avoided be-
ftowing perfonal encomiums, fo he has likewife avoided
perfonal cenfure; and as he entered into this part of the
work with a good defign, he hopes it will be a fuflicient
apology to fay, that it was well intended.

- The author concludes this preface with a grateful
acknowledgment to thofe friends who have been pub-
lick-fpirited enough to aflift him in the profecution of
this work, without. which it muft have been much

more imperfect than it is,
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INTRODUCTION.

ment, and mark thofe neceflary diftintions between the palace and -
the cottage.

Publick magnificence may be confidered as a political and moral
advantage to every nation; politically, from the intercourfe with
foreigners expending vaft {fums on our curiofitics and produtions;
morally, as it tends to promote induftry, to flimulate invention
and to excite emulation in the polite and liberal arts; for thofe in- -
duflrious hands who find agriculture, &¢. overftocked with labour-
ers, naturally fall into thofe employments where they may expe&
more encouragement, in proportion, as more ingenuity is required.

We all know that the chief fources of wealth to many fallen
{tates, are the remains of their ancient magnificence, and the con-
ftant confluence of foreigners to thofe places fupply the deficiencies
of manufattures or commerce.

The fums expended by foreigners may be confidered as a laud-
able tax on their curiofity, whofe ideas being excited by fame, can
never be fatisied but by occular demonfiration. And had we
more ample means of gratifying that thirft after novelty and amufe-
ment, numbers would continually flock over to our nation, as we
continually do to theirs.

Let us confider the man of affluence, aCtuated by that beneficent
{pirit, the mere delight of doing good, and rendering himfelf ac-
ceptable to his Creator; he is furnithed with the means, and
employing the ingenious and laborious artizans, adds to the necef=
fity of labour, the defire of excellence: A villa rifes, an eftate is
improved, and a manufature eftablifbed; thefe create the proper
diftinétion between the Prince and the peafant, the merchant and
the workman; thefe characterize the genius of a nation, mark
the zra of its excellence, raife it from obfcurity to fame, and fix it
as the ftandard of tafte to lateft pofterity.

In fpeaking of the ignorance of early times it is natural to charge
them with want of genius; but the natural qualities of every na-
tion are alike. The Egyptians, Greeks and Romans, who have
made fuch a great progrefs in the fciences, were not aftuated by
fupernatural caufes, or any innate principles in their original for-
mation ; the mind is a mere blank, but capable of receiving fuch
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Publick magnificence and elegance has, by perfons of narrow
conceptions, been fometimes termed luxury, but this is an affertion
which they would have done well if they had explained ; if they
mean that all artificial wants beyond the common neceffaries of
life are to be termed luxuries, it will then appear that the con-
diticn of mankind is no way fuperior to that of the brute crea-
tion ; bring reafon into the fcale and we f(hall be reduced below
them; the defire of knowledge is naturally implanted in mankind,
and to {uppofe the great author of nature has given us defires
and denied us the power of gratifying them, is to fuppofe he
has made us the moft miferable beings in the creation. Every
rational man will allow that no natural appetite is to be totally
extinguithed, it is only to be directed by right reafon. If the
enjoyment of the elegancies of life neither hurts the mind, impairs
the body, or does harm to individuals, it is no great matter what
name the affectation of fuch perfons may happen to beftow upon
what their underftandings were never formed to comprehend; but
if a man of delicate fenfation in order to gratify his paffions hurts
either of thefe he certainly abufes the noble faculties nature has
beftowed upon him. What therefore in regard to publick magni-
ficence is commonly called luxury, may be applied to the nobleft
purpofes, the encouragement of ingenuity and induftry; and
certainly in a trading kingdom the more ingenious and induftrious
the {ubordinate part of the inhabitants are made, the more advan-
tages will accrue to the community. No man in his fenfes would
lurely argue for an equality among mankind, to deftroy dif-
tinctions would be to deftroy all order and decorum, and if what
is fallely called luxury was annihilated, what of courfe muft become
of the multitudes whofe fubfiftepce entirely depend upon its
exiftence.

If publick magnificence, and a tafte for the polite arts, was
attended to and properly encouraged, of what prodigious fervice
would it be to noblemen and gentlemen of fortune who travel,
If they were accuftomed to the frequent obfervation of grand and
clegant objets at home, how differently would they appear in
the eyes of foreigners. Inftead of becoming aftonithed and con-

founded
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founded at the grandeur and novelty of the feveral objeéts pre-
fented to their view, they would confider them with a tranquility
which could not fail of convincing thofe about them, they were
not ftrangers to magnificence, and that they were no otherwife
affected, than as the objeéts before them were well or ill executed,
which would at once pronounce the goodnefs of their tafte, and do
honour to themfelves and country.

In order to illuftrate the foregoing obfervations on the utility of
publick magnificence and elegance it may not be improper to con-
fider the ftate of the city of London before the conflagration in
1666, when that great city, (which like moft others had arifen from
fmall beginings) was totally inelegant, inconvenient, and unheal-
thy *, of which latter misfortune many melancholy proofs are au-
thenticated in hiftory, and which without doubt proceeded from the
narrownefs of the fireets and the unaccountable projection of the
buildings, which confined the putrid air, and joined with other cir-
cumftances, fuch as the want of water, and the concurring confe-
quence of the increafe of filth, rendered the city fcarce ever free
from peftilential devaftation. The fire which confumed the greateft
part of the city, dreadful as it was to the inhabitants at that
time, was productive of confequences which made ample amends
for the loffes fuftained by individuals; a new city arofe on the
ruins of the old, but, though more regular, open, convenient and
healthful than the former, yet by no means anfwered to the
charaéters of magnificence or elegance, and it is ever to be lamented
(fuch was the infatuation of thofe times) that the magnificent,
elegant and ufeful plan of the great Sir Chriftopher Wren was
totally difregarded and facrificed to the mean, interefted and felfith
views of private property ; views which did irreparable injury to
the citizens themfelves, and to the nation in general, for had
that great architect’s plan been followed, what has often been
afferted muft have been the refult, the metropolis of this king-

* This was certainly a fat, and as certainly contradifls all the accounts of the
magnificence and elegance of the city of London, fo pompoufly fet forth by Stowe
in his time, and Maitland and Seymour long fince, who have all taken great pains to

perfuade their readers that this city exceeds in fplendor every other in Europe.
B2 dom
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dom would inconteftably have been the moft magnificent and
elzgant city in the univerfe, and of confequence muft, from the
prodigious refort of foreigners of diftintion and tafte, who would
have vifited it bave become an- inexhauflible fund of riches to this.
Nation. But as the deplorable blindnels of that age has deprived
us of fo valuable an acquifition, it is become ahfn]ul::ljr n-:czﬁ'ary
that fome cfurts fhould be made to render the prefent plan  in
fome degree anfwerable to the characler of the richeft and moft -
powerful pecple in the world, but thiscan only be done by confi~
dering every opportunity occafioned by  fire, dilapidation, or any,
other accident, as well asof purchafing ruinous buildings, which
are abfolute nuifances and dangerous to the lives and fafeties of
the plr;u.p]:.ﬂ_gt as occafions to be improved for the ufe of the publick.
By this means ftreets might be opened, avenues widened, publick.
edifices made -conlpicuous, and paffages to and from places of the
greareft refort for publick bufinets rendercd fafe, cqmnmdiﬁ-us and:
elegant. :
It has been thought by fome that the fituation of the city qf
London is in many refpects inferior in point of grandeur and affe@
to thaofe of Rome, Paris and Conftantinople, and that it is not to
be viewed to any kind of advantage but from a very few places,
but as it was never intended to confider this point ecritically the
ground plan has only been attended to in this work..

The plan of London in its prefent {tate will upon infpection. ap—
pear, to very moderate judges, to be as injudicious a difpafition
as can poflibly be conceived for a city of trade and commerce
fitvated on the borders of fo noble a river as the Thames; the
wharfs and quays on its banks are defpicable and inconvenient
beyond conception, and it is utterly lmpcﬂiblt that a worfe ufe
could have been made of fo beneficial as well as ornamental a
part of this city. But allowing in thig cafe that private property,
the convenience of individuals, and above all the perplexing irregt=
lasity of the Buildings which difgrace its borders, were ubftacles®
which are infurmountable, and which mu(t remain without remedy,
furely the cale is widely different in refpect to that part of the
town about Grolvenor Square and Mary-le-Bone, No fuch difficulties

prefented
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nted themfelves in that quarter, and it is certain if a well
regulated plan had been  confulted, fo noble a fpot might have
been made ornamental at leall, and inftead of heaping ablurdity
upon abfurdity have produced elegance and convenience in the
room of reproach and contempt. Why fo wretched an ufe has
been made of fo valuable and defirable an opportunity of difplaying
tafle and elegance in this part of the town is a queftion that very
probably would puzzle the builders themfelves to anlwer.
. The true reafon then is, that this profufion of deformity has been
obtruded upon the publick folely for want of a general well regu-
lated limitted plan, the execution of which fheuld have  been
- enforced by commiffioners appointed by autbority, men of found
judgment, tafte and . activity; had that happily been the cafe all
the glaring abfurdities which are perpetually ftaring in the faces
and infulting the underftandings of perfons of fenfe and tafte,
would never have had exiftence. But private property and pitiful
mean undertakings, fuited to the capacities of the projectors, have
taken place of that regularity and elegance which a general plan
would have produced, and nothing feems to have been confidered
but the intereft of a few taftelels builders, who have entered into
a combination with no other views than fleecing the publick and
of extending and diftorting the town till they have rendered it
compleatly ridiculous. But even in point of interelt thele very
builders are deceiving themfelves, for wherever any one or more
of them have cr.-ntr:vr:d a narrow ftreet, lane or alley, though the
huuies may let well for the prefent, yet they may be affured that
as the rage for building increafes, whenever a more fpacious avenue
15 built, thofe ill-contrived things will be deferted, and the inhabi-
tants flock to places where they can breathe freely and better
enjoy the conveniences of life.

If it has with any degree of truth been faid that the plan of the
'city, as it now f{tands, is inconvenient, inelegant, and without the
leait pretenfion to magnificence or grandeur, it may with equal
truth and propriety be faid, that by far the greateft part of the
add:tmnal buildings which have been erefted within thefe laft

twenty
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twenty years, in the places beforementioned, are not a jot behind
hand with the city in point of deformity, with this additional aggra-
vation, that the builders had it in their power to have made the
city appear infinitely more defpicable than it does, by oppofing
order and elegance to confufion and abfurdity.

It is utterly impofiible to determine any precife form in the plan
of a great city, as fo much will always depend upon the fituation
of the ground and the difpofition of the river, where there is one,
which, in a city of trade, will always dire¢t the pofition of
the principal parts; but then it ought always to be an efta-
blithed rule, that every pofiible advantage thould be taken that
the fituation is capable of producing, for the prefervation of health
and the conveniénce of the inhabitants. It is to be wifhed, that
the ground-plans of all great cities and towns were compofed of right
lines, and that the ftreets interfcéted each other at right angles, for
except in cafes of abfolute neceflity, acute angles ought for ever to
be avoided, as they are not only difagreeable to the fight, but con-
ftantly wafte the ground and fpoil the buildings ; indeed, if it was
pra&ticable, a fquare or circular form fhould be preferred in all ca-
pital cities as beft adapted to grandeur and convenience; in the center
of which in a fpacious opening the King’s palace fhould be fituated ;
in which cafe he would be furrounded by his fubjeéts, and the
whole, if the expreffion may be allowed, would refemble a hive of
bees. But unfortunately for the city and fuburbs of London, right
lines have hardly ever been confidered, and it is entirely owing to
this neglect, that fo much confufion has been introduced in the
difpofition of the ftrects. Such a vaft city as that of London ought
to have had at leaft three capital fireets which fhould have run
through the whole, and at convenient diftances been interfected by
other capital ftreets at right angles, by which means all the inferior
ftreets would have an eafy and convenient communication with
them, for want of fuch difpofition and to avoid fuch horrid paffages as
Watling Street and Thames Street in the city, all paflengers, whofe
bufinefs calls them to London Bridge, though thofe fireets are well
fituated, are forced into Cheapfide in order to preferve their lives or

limbs,
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limbs, which proves, inconteflibly, that a quiet and eafy communi-
cation from place to place is of the utmoft confequence to the inha~
'bitar ts of a great commercial city.

Cuftom has hitherto blinded the inhabitants of London with
rr.r ;‘t to thefe notorious inconveniences, and the popular prejudice
fo df:-:p]jr rooted in them, that London is in every refpect the fineft
city in the world, prevents the majority from feeing and confi-
dering its defects, and confequently they quietly fubmit to be thruft
more than half a mile out of the way, rather than call in queftion
the underftanding of their forefathers. But how would the good
people of London be ftruck, if a traveller, in defcribing a Hottentot
crawl or city, fhould tell them, that this immenfe crawl, equally
populous and rich, is nothing more: than a eonfufed heap, an irre-
gular, flovenly, ill-digefted compofition, of all that is abfurd and
ungraceful; that its principal avenuesare narrow and crooked, that
the greateft part of the crawl is rnmpofcd of blind alleys and narrow
unconneted paffages, equally inconvenient and unwholfome, that
fome of its houfes are fuffered to project before the others, to the

eat annoyance of their neighbours, and that for want of a tole«
rably well-regulated plan, the indolence of its inhabitants has fufl |
fered one of the fineft fituations in the world to become a reproach
to the whole nation, and after enumerating all thefe difgufting
particulars, fhould conclude with faying, that he knew no city in
Europe that could convey fo good an idea of this Hottentot crawl as
that of London.

In order to fupport and illuftrate the foregoing difagreeable com-
parifon, which to many may appear fevere, partial and injurious, let
any one who has a tolerable tafte, and fome idea of publick magni-
ficence, give himfelf the trouble of confidering the ftate of the
buildings, quays and wharfs on both fides the River Thames, from
Chelfea to Blackwall on the one hand, and from Batterfea to Green=
wich on the other, and he will be immediately convinced that there
is not one convenient, well-regulated fpot (as the buildings thereon
are at prefent difpofed) either for bufinefs or elegance in that whole

extent ;
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extent ; and what is {till more, that one half of the buildings on the
banks of the river are in ruins,and the whole utterly loft to the publick,
as well as extremely inconvenient to individuals. After he has con-
fidered the ftate of the banks of the river, he may continue his
obfervations upon the interior parts of the town, and naturally turn
his eyes upon thofe ufeful places to the trading part of the world,
Wapping, Rotherhithe, and Southwark, all éontiguuus to the
Thames, and all entirely deftitute of that ufeful regularity, conve-
nience and utility, {o very defirable in commercial cities, and that
too in places formed by nature for the execution of every thing of
that kind. In this part of his obfervation he muft neccflarily be led
to confider the Tower, Towerhill, and particularly the Cuftom-
Houfe, which laft building being of the utmoft confequence to
the publick, he will find in point of grandeur, magnificence and
convenience, to be the worfl contrived heap of abfurdity and in-
convenience that could pofiibly be put together, in a place where
room might have been found to difplay every advantage the nature
of fuch a building indifpenfibly required. The obferver may from
thence direct his view through wretched, miferably contrived
avenues into Spittalfields, White-Chapel, Moorficlds, and the
adjacent parts, where he will find the moft advantageous fitu-
ations laid out in the moft defpicable manner, nor will he be
much better fatisied when he comes to confider the buildings
which are at this time carrying on, at, and about the Bank of Eng-
land, where he will immediately difcover that what was meant as
an improvement, is made an aukward blemifh to the city of Lon-
don. When he has proceeded thus far in the city, it may not be
amifs to confider the fituation of St. Paul’s, and other churches,
the Monument, the companies Halls, and other publick buildings,
and if mean encumbrances are to be elteemed as ornamental and
advantageous to fine buildings, he will find ample room for admi-
ration. The obferver may next take in all thofe wretched parts

which
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which he will find on both fides the Fleet-Market, and afterwards
view the only gate (except Temple-Bar) the citizens have left them-
felves to thew that London was once a city ; this however unfortu-
nately was the greatc& nuifance of them all, and was undoubtedly
left with a political view, as an apologetical {pecimen to pofterity,
for deftroying all the reft. Indeed this feems to be the only ftrong
hold the good citizens have left, and is the only place from whmh
the bad ones cannot efcape, if they have a mind to it.

Neceffity will compel the obferver to proceed into Smith-
field, for the fake of breathing a freer air, and when he has con-
fidered a fpot capable of the greateft advantages, but deftitute
of any, he may plunge into the deplorable avenues of Fee-lane and
other horrid paffages in that neighbourhood, and after purfuing the
moft difagreeable labyrinth that can be conceived for a confiderable
time, emerge again upon Clerkenwell-Green, in which he will
find the only good fireet, in that part of the town, furrounded
by fome of the very worft in it.

., At will be no eafy tafk for the obferver from Clerkenwell-Green
}2 afcend Muttﬂn-Lnnc, and proceed to Baldwin’s Gardens, a de-

lated fpot, through the ruins of which, if he efcapes witkout
hurt, he may reach Gray’s-Inn-Lane, one of the principal ave-
nues to this metropolis, which is defpicable beyond conception:
From thence he may hobble into Holborn, where the firft object
that rﬂfenm itfelf to view is Middle-Row, a nuvifance univer-
IalIy d;teﬂed and for that reafon, and the narrow confideration
of private property, fuffered to remain a publick difgrace to the
fineft ftreet in London.

He may proceed with fome fatisfaction until he arrives at Broad
St. Gﬂﬁs where, if he can bear to fee a fine fituation covered with
ruinous buildings, and inhabited by the moft deplorable ohje&s that
human nature can furnifh, he may vifit the environs. From hence
he may proceed along Oxford-Road, and ftriking into the town on
which hand he pleafes, meet with places which (conf idering the
fitvation of the ground they ftand upon, the expenfivenefs of the
buildings ereted, the meannefs of the execution, and, above all,
.!hF wretched difpofition of the whole for want of a well- n,f_{u!ﬁtui
Lo C plar
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plan) deferve to be placed even below the meaneft of thofe already
mentioned, though almoft all of them were ereCted within the
memory of man.

He will not be better fatisfied when he has reached Weltminter,
when he confiders what might have been done, and how little has
been done, when fo fine an opportunity prefented itfelf; certainly the
building of the new bridge, and the power with which the commif-
fioners were vefted, demanded much more, and had a general
plan of improvements been duly confidered, it is as certain that a
very different ufe would have been made of fo defirable a feld for
the exertion of tafte, elegance and magnificence. If he proceeds
further than the new buildings, he will find only the fame defects
repeated, wretched avenues, miferable buildings, and a continued
difplay of abfurdity and inconvenience.

From Weftminfter-Bridge he may eafily, though not fo agreeably
as he might have reafonably heped (owing to the injudicious
formation of the road) condué himfelf into St. George's-Fields;
the only fpot now left about London, which has not yet fallen a
facrifice to the depraved tafte of modern builders, here he may
indulge himfelf with the contemplation of what advantageous things
may yet be done for this hitherto neglected metropolis ; the bridge
now building at Black-Friars will undoubtedly be the means of
entirely altering the face of that part of the city, and certainly it
becomes neceflary to take particular care of the execution of a plan,
which, when once ill done, we cannot hope will hereafter be
remedied.

It was judged unneceflary to conduct the obferver to the palace
of St. James’s, for that is an objeét of reproach to the kingdom
in general, it is univerfally condemned, and the meaneft fubje&
who has feen it, laments that his Prince refides in a houfe fo
ill-becoming the ftate and grandeur of the moft powerful and
refpectable monarch in the univerfe; a Prince whofe fupreme
happinefs confifts in promoting the good and welfare of his fub-
jects, who is himfelf a lover of the arts, and under whofe happy
aufpices artifts of every denomination of real merit and ingenuity
can never doubt of obtaining patronage and encouragement in a

manner
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manner adequate to their refpeciive abilities. But bad as the palace
of St. James's really is in its prefent ftate, the pride of the people of
England ought to exert itfelf in fuch a manner that nothing dero-
gatory to the Majefty of the King, or to the glory of the kingdom,
~ thould be fuffered to take place with regard to it. No mean, defpi-
cable attempt to cover deformity by patch-work, which might aptly
be compared to the miferable artifice of a battered proftitute, who
‘endeavours by paint to hide the effefts of debauchery, or conceal
the defets of nature; no, the palace of the Sovereign of thefe
kingdoms ought not to be permitted even to be the fecond in the
world, and if it cannot be the firft, it is to be withed that it may
remain in its prefent ftate until this nation fhall have acquired more

‘tafte, and have attained more {pirit to put that tafte in execution.
The Queen’s palace is upon the whole elegantly defigned, and
‘the fituation extremely good, but it is to be wifhed it was difen-
cumbered by the removal of feveral of the furrounding buildings,
jally thofe which hinder the view into the Green-Park, and
deform the whole palace: Thefe, and fome others on the oppofite
fide ought to be taken away, but if thefe are not fuitable to the
‘palace, the mean houfes now ereting, called Queen’s-Row, near
the garden-wall, are intolerable nuifances, and it is great pity they
‘could not have been prevented, as they muft be offenfive to the
palace and gardens upon many accounts. The Chellea uaturhcngme
is alfo very mcﬂnvement]y fituated, as the fimoke from it muft
unavoidably be poured into the palace whenever the wind blows
from that guarter, and the fmoke from the above-mentioned hovels
muft alfo in a great meafure affe it in the fame manner. The brick
kilns and hofpitals are’ likewife intolerable nuifances which fhould
be removed ;: the removal of the fiatues b}r the former pmﬁ%ﬂbr Was
improper, and the houfe was deprived of a very great ornament,
as they broke the ftrait line upon the top of the building, and pro-
duced a noble effect; nor was the removal of the fountain at the
fame time more judicious, as it contrbuted to fpoil the whole defign.
From what has, with the firiCteft regard to truth, been faid of
the city and fuburbs of London and Weflminfter, there cannot re-
main the leaft doubt but that their flate, with regard to magnificence,
Kaf 2 elegance

Il
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elegance and convenience, is very delpicable, confequently the necef~
fity of rendering them otherwife is' become a matter of ferious
concern to perfons in power, and is a demonftration that fome kind
of general plan fhould be formed for ‘their improvement. In the
cities of Paris, Edinburgh, Rotterdam and other places, the govern- .
ment takes cognizance of all publick buildings both ufeful and orna-
mental, and where any thing abfurd or improper is propofed to be
done the legiflature {eafonably prevents the intrufion of deformity
in their capital, which would undoubtedly find its way if the whim
and caprice of their builders was fuffered to go on without this
check.

In the city of Rome, when any great defign was conceived and
determined to be put in execution, whether it was to decorate the
church of St. Peter, or to ere& a ftatue or fountain, the firft artift
in that city was always fure to be preferred and employed ; in order
to this it was ufual to give notice that fuch an undertaking was in
agitation, and the affiftance of the artifts required, in confequence
of this notice, defigns and models were immediately furnifhed,
and the fuperintendants of thofe works conftantly preferred fuch
as appeared to have the greateft degree of merit: This conduct
produced emulation, and gave rife to fuch performances as have
defervedly merited the approbation of the moft confummate ]udgea,
and done honour to the artifts and their employers.

Happy would it have been for this great city, if authority had b.y
a timely interpofition prevented many of thofe intolerable nuifances
and deformities already complained of. Itis certain that a good regular
plan is lefs expenfive than a bad irregular one. Had authority intet-
pofed, we fhould very probably have had the pleafure of feeing

‘buildings eretted with more convenient room, and at the fame time

occupying lefs ground; we fhould have been utter ftrangers to the
terminating of tolerable good ftreets with ftables and dunghills; nor
fhould we have feen the fronts of one pile of buildings oppofed to -
the backs of another, which is undoubtedly one of the greateft errors
that can be committed, for in that cafe one fide of the ftreet muft be
encumbered with a melancholy dangerous dead wall, for which
there is not any other remedy than that of making dwarf walls

with
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with iron rails, a method which occafions an unneceflary expence,
and when done becomes inconvenient and ungraceful.

- Had a general plan been obferved in the new buildings about
Mary-le-Bone and the adjacent ‘parts, fo many defpicable little
chapels would never have been fuffered;, when there is fo manifelt
a want of noble objecs in that quarter; had the parith church of
Mary-le-Bone been rebuilt in a magnificent manner and well
placed, it would have anf{wered the purpofes both of a com-
modious place for publick worfhip to the numerous families in that
parifh, and at the fame time in the view of the town from the
adjacent country, would have broken the line of the new build-
ings, which as they at prefent ftand give no better idea to the
fpectator than that of a plain brick wall of prodigious length.
In proof of the confequence of objects of this kind, let it be {up-
pofed that the cupola of St. Paul’s was taken away, and it would
then be found that the lofs of that noble ornament would immedi-
ately reduce the appearance of the city to a level with that of any
other populous city in the kingdom.

. In many parts of the new buildings another very great abfurdity
has been practifed, which is that ef ere@ing fingle brick edifices
with ftone fronts of a regular defign, the fides and backs of which
being entirely expofed prefent nothing but abfurdity and contradic-
tion, a motley compofition of ftone and brick walls perforated with
holes in order to admit light. In the city of Bath, the fronts of the
houfes which compole the celebrated circus there, are built of ftone
of the three Greek orders, three quarter columns in couplets with
their proper entablatures, and the doors and windows in charatter ;
and fo far when finithed will be the molt elegant ftructure in the
kingdom, though rather too fmall; but how is the fpectator offend-
ed when be comes to view the back part of this very circus,
which is entirely expofed, and finds that it has no kind of con-
nection with the front and exhibits only a heap of confufed irre-
gular buildings *,

' As

* This could have been removed by buildiﬁg an outer circle, forming a double row
of houfes, or a fquare, which would have anfwered the fame purpofle. An ingenious
gentleman propofed fome years ago to the citizens of Bath, a fcheme for improving

and

L
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As the mention of Bath has led us into a digreffion, it may
not be improper to obferve that in this age of miftaken refinement
there is not in the kingdom one city, town or village wherein any
regularity is obferved, or attempt made towards magnificence or
elegance, except the city of Bath. And the worft is, that immenfe
fums have been for many years paft laid out in feveral places,
which for want of tafte in thofe who had the direction of the
buildings, are perhaps much the worfe for their being erected at
all. Whenever any buildings either in a city, town or village go
to decay the proprietor (if able) thould be obliged to rebuild in a
regular uniform manner. The villages about London in parti-
cular, fuch as Chelfea, Kenfington, Knightfbridge, Paddington,
Iflington, &ec. fhould be fubject to a law of this kind; they are
all capable of vaft improvements, and might very ealily be made
delightful fpots, worthy the neighbourhood of {fo rich and
opulent a city as London: But as magnificence and elegance are
fo little attended to in the capital itfelf, it can hardly be expected
they {hould be found in its adjacencies. ‘

The two univerfities of Oxford and Cambridge, are firiking
examples of what might be done. If a little attention had been
given to propricty, elegance and regularity, if after the founda-
tion of the firft college in either of thole places, the next fuc-
ceeding ones had been ere@ed from time to time with a view to
this great end, what noble places would thefe great feminaries
have been, what a variety of elegant uniform buildings, what grand
and regular flreets and {quares would have been formed, and
how totally different would their appearance have been at prefent?
But no fuch principle having ever been attended to, thefe places
which ought to have been at leaft as elegant as ‘any in the king-

dom, are with refpet to order and decorum the moft confufed
fcenes that can be imagined.

and beautifying that city, and though it met with the greateft approbation fr:;m
people of talte in generaly and in particular from a nobleman whoe was Pﬁﬂ?rﬂi'ﬂ o
very great property there, yet from the ignorant prejudices of the majority of the
citizens, this ufeful fcheme was fuffered to be thrown afide, and though they  are

now bu.ih.!ing in that Fi:}' at a prodigious rate, no rezard is paid to a general plan,
which is ‘allo the cafe in feveral other pla.cts in this kingdem.

4 Before
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. Before this difcourfe is concluded, it becomes neceflary to
return to the city, and mention the great want of fpacious
elegant fireets there. This has been cone before in a general
way, in fpeaking of thofe dangerous inconvenient avenues Wat-
ling-ftreet and Thames-ftreet; were thefe properly opened, what
an alteration would be produced in refpect to grandeur and uti-
lity, how ealy, fafe and commodious would the conveyance of

s and merchandize be rendered by it, and what a fine oppor-
- tunity would thereby be given to ere@ dwelling houfes for the
wealthy merchants, who for want of fuch conveniences are thruft
out of the ‘'way of their bufinefs, and obliged to live in a part of
the town entirely unfuitable to their interefls in every refpect; the
body of merchants certainly are and ought to be, to the inferior
citizens, what the body of the nobility are to the whole; the
merchants are the opulent people of the city, and the greateft part
of its inhabitants are entirely dependant upon them, indeed their
dependance is mutual, for which reafon it is plain their refidence
ought to be in the city, and confequently fome effectual method
fhould be purfued in order to accommodate them properly, and pre-
vent as much as poflible their mixing among perfons of quality,
whofe manner of living and purfuits are totally ‘unfuitable to men
of bufinefs.

Two or three centuries ago indeed feveral of the principal of
the nobility refided within the walls of the city, and undoubtedly
the grandeur of thofe buildings muft have added much to the ap-
pearance the city then made, but fince that time the different mode
of living has produced prodigious changes, and it is to be wifhed, as
people of quality with great propriety withdrew themfelves from the
city, that the citizens with equal propriety would withdraw them-
felves to a fituation where they would meet with more refpect, and
at the fame time attend their bufinefs; but this can never be
done unlefs fome effeftual ftep is taken by the city to provide
the merchants with ftreets fuitable to the affluence of that relpectable
body of people, who are without doubt the moft ufeful and bene-
ficial part of the community.

‘ From
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From what has been already advanced in purfuing this difcourfe,
it appears there is abundant room for improving and embellithing
feveral parts of - the city and {uburbs of London; but, as individuals,
we are extremely expenfive, as a people mean and pitiful ; the
principal intention of the Aathor is to advife (what has by every
thinking perfon been long wifhed) that proper bounds may be fet
to that fury which feems to pofiefs the fraternity of builders, and
to prevent them from extending the town in the enormous manner
they have done and flill continue to do, and this it is prefumed
can be no other way accomplithed than by a plan of limitation, be-
yond which they fhould be prohibited from building under fevere
penalties ; fince if they are permitted to proceed at their accuftomed
rate, we may expet to find that the neighbouring hills of Hampitead
and Highgate, will foon become confiderable parts of ‘the fuburbs
of London; and when the limbs extend themfelves too faft, and
grow out of proportion to the body which is to nourifh and
fuftain them, it may very rationally be fuppofed, that a confump-
tion will be the confequence: And indeed if the expreffion may
be allowed, many parts of the body are already reduced to fkin
and bone; by means therefore of a proper limitation this terrible
event may be prevented, and if thefe quacks in building can
be called in and made any way ferviceable towards reftoring and

repairing the decayed parts of the body, they may then be allowed ,

to plead their having done {fome fervice, and poffibly make attone-
ment for the wretched operations they have already performed upr:m
its mangled limbs.

To give any probable reafon wh}* fuch -a prodigious encrmfﬁ
of building has been encouraged in this metropolis, may perhaps
be ei’teemcd no part of the Author’s bufinefs, but whether it
proceeds from the migration of foreigners, or from fo many
convenient roads being made from all parts of the kingdom,
whether it be owing to our own people’s deferting their native
homes and quitting their innocent country retreats for the fake
of tafting the pleafures of this great city ¥, whether the profits

of

* Perhaps it might not be difadvantageous to the kingdom in general if the royal
refidence was not confined folely to London, if the court was occafionally beld in

different

a0
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of a fuccefsful war has enabled fome to keep houfes who were for=

merly contented with lodgings; whether it is owing to the arrival
of others, who, having acquired fortunes in the plantations, come
to ‘fpend them here; or to the monopolizing of farms, that is,
making one large farm out of three or four fmall ones, and there-
by compelling the farmers who are turned out of them to feck
theic bread in this metropolis, are all confiderations well worth
enquiring into; as it is certain that notwithftanding the amazing
encreafe of buildings, houfes are ftill procured with difficulty, and
the rents of moft are perpetually encreafing; but thefe are quef-
tions which it is hoped fome more able perfons will think it worth
their while to an{wer. There is the greateft probability that in time
the prodigious encreafe of buildings muft give relief to the tenants,
as it will be impofiible for them all to be inhabited, and at the fame
time that the landlords of old houfes fhould continue to raife their
rents, thereis one circumftance which is pleafant enough, and
15 now carrying on with great fuccefs by the landlords in thofe
ftreets which are at this time new paving, which is, that although
the expence of paving and lighting the ftreets in the manner pre-
fcribed by the ac falls entirely upon the tenant, yet the landlords,
taking advantage of a benefit they never intended or have in the
leaft contributed to, fail not where-ever they are not prevented by
a leafe, to raife their rents in the moft arbitrary manner.

- It becomes necefiary in this place to take particular notice of
the very elegant, ufeful and neceffary .improvement of the city
of Weftminfter, and its liberties, by the prefent methed of paving
and enlightening it; an improvement which every one who is
doomeéd to walk feels in the moft fenfible manner ; to fay that the
fireets are thereby rendered fafe and commodious would be faying
too little, it may without exaggeration be aflerted, that they are
not only made fafe and commodious, but elegant and magnificent ;

different places it might in fome meafure prevent many from coming to this city,
who have no bufinefs to vifit it atall, for it is poffible that too many people may be
brought to London, and thereby in time depopulate the country, as well as greatly
enhance the price of provifions and every other neceflary of life.

this

o
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this can be no where pointed out with fo much propriety as in
the Strand, which from being dark, dirty and inconvenient,
is become fplendid, elegant, and in refpect of what it was before,
magnificent; upon the whole, there never was in any age or
country a publick fcheme adopted which refleéts more glory upon
a government, or does greater honour to the petfon who originally
propofed and fupported it ; indeed it is to be withed that when this
improvement was concerted it had been carried a little further,
by rémoving all kinds of bufinefs which from their nature are
offenfive or dangerous, fuch as publick markets, into detached
places. '

The intolerable practice of holding a market for the fale of live
cattle in the center of the metropolis has been loudly and juftly
complained of for many years paft, but no redrefs has yet been given,
nor indeed any attention paid to the repeated remonftrances made

againft a nuifance at once extremely dangerous as well as inclegant

and inconvenient, the almoft total inattention of the generality of
mankind to every thing which does not immediately concern
their own intereft, has hitherto prevented the citizens of London
from taking cognizance of a nuifance which it is undoubtedly both
their intereft and duty to remove; the fame inattention, or fome-
thing worfe, has likewife prevented them from confidering that with

regard to this very circumftance their fore-fathers were much wifer

than their defcendants, for they may pleafe to recollet, that when

London was a city, that is, had a regular wall and gates, this very.
market was obliged to be kept in Smithfield, or Smith’s field, a.

field without the walls, near enough to the center of the metropolis
to render it convenient, but at the fame time properly fituated to pre-
vent thofe inconveniences which at this time are fo jultly complained
of ; at the fame time we find that the flaughter-houfes were fituated
in and about Butcher-Hall-Lane, between Newgate and Alderf~
gate, and probably no where elfe ; which fituation from its vicinity
to Smithheld, was extremely proper, and prevented the cattle from
being driven through the fireets of ‘the city; but as in fucceeding
times the fuburbs began to be extended in a prodigious degree,
Smithfield became not only furrounded with houfes but with fireets

alfo,
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alfo, and at length by the demolition of the city wall and gates, is
become much too nearly fituated in the heart of the metropolis,
a circumftance which was manifeftly never intended by our fore-
‘fathers. It is a great pity thercfore that in regard to the lives and
fafeties of the people, as well as of elegance and decorum, this
market is not removed to fome convenient fpot near the Iflington
road ; either between that road and the fuburbs, or at the back part of
Hlington ; this market might be formed into a regular and fpacious
fquare. furrounded with flaughter-houfes and other neceffary build-
ings adapted to the feveral purpofes of this kind of bufinefs, and the
whole might be fo contrived as not to be offenfive even in point of
appearance; in fuch a place the beafts might be fold and killed by
‘the purchafers, and afterwards removed to the feveral markets; but
if any very material objection (hould be made to the removal of this
market, it may be worth confidering whether it would not be prac-
ticable to erec flaugher-houfes in the neighbourhood of Smithfield,
fomewhere about' Chick-Lane or fome fuch ruinous part, which
places would by this means be rendered valuable to the owners, and
in order to prevent the miichiefs before complained of, a method
fhould be confidered to ftop ll the avenues into Smithfield during
the hours of holding the market, (except that which led immedi-
ately to the flaughter-houfes) and the cattle, after they were pur-
chafed, fthould be driven direcly thither, and cither killed the fame
day, or if proper places were built for their reception, be kept
‘there as long as convenience would require; by this means the
great mifchief arifing from driving the catte thr rough the ftreets
would be prevented, accidents of this kind are chiefly owing to the
feparating of thefe animals from each other, to which they have a
natural averfion; when one of them is parted from the herd he
always endeavours to recover his fituation, but being prevented and
finding himfelf alone, which he is unaccuftomed to be, he runs
. wildly about, and as his terrors are too often encreafed by the cruelty
of the drivers and purfuits of the rabble, becomes ocutragious, and at
lnngth from the natuial principle of felf-defence often does irre; par-

ﬁ}h‘, mifchief,
D2 Another
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Another expedient. for, preventing the dangers arifing from the
practice of driving, cattle through the metropolis, -would be to have
a market fomewhere near the Borough of Southwark; to which
the cattle from Kent, Surry anl the other counties, might be
brouzht for fale, and this to be contrived in the fame manuner as
that mentioned at or near Ilington, both thefe markets might be
immediately under the infpe€iion and regulation of the Lord Mayor
and citizens of London, and if even a third and fourth were thought
neceflary to be held in the Falt and Welt ends of the town, for the
convenience of the publick, they might be regulated in the fame
manner ; but the nuifance complained of fhould by no means be any
longer tolerated, nor is it apprehended this very defirable event
can be any other way accomplithed than by the methods
above-mentioned. If fuch a fcheme was to be put in execution,
the removal of the market would give a fine opportunity to the
city of London for converting Smithfield into a noble regular
fquare, which might be applied either for the purpofe of trade or
elfe as dwellings for merchants and people of opulence, as fhould
be found moft convenient. |

It would have been alfo advantageous for the publick if for the
convenience of watering the ftreets, water-cocks had been placed
at certain diftances, which fhould communicate from the pipes
and pafs under the pavement through the kirb, the fame thing
might be practifed in the New-Road, which forms the grand line
of limitation; as cefs-pools are found to be very offenfive and
inconvenient, it is a great pity that more attention -is not given fto
making publick drains or common-fewers, which fhould always be
made large enough for a man to walk upright, and at proper dif-

tances trap-doors thould be contrived of fufficient ftrength, in order
to cleanfe them without breaking up the pavement, which is the
common inconvenient method now practifed.

From what has been already urged, it muft be allowed that pub-
lick works of real magnificence, tafte, elegance and utility, in a
commercial city, are of the utmoft confequence ; they are not only
of real ufe in point of fplendor and convenience, but as neceff:
to the community as health and cloathing to the human body,

they
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they are the great fources of invention and of ingenious employ-
ments, and are a means of ftamping real value ‘upon materials
of every kind. It is entirely owing to the encouragement of works
of this fort that the kingdom of France has obtained a fuperiority
over the reft of the world in the polite arts, and it is by the
encouaragement of thefe alone that this nation, to the full as in-
genious as the French, can ever hope to make a figure in the arts
equal to what they now make in arms.

Upon the whole, the Author fubmits his work entirely to the
candour of the publick, that publick for whofe ufe and benefit it
was folely undertaken, and from whom the nature of the work will
not permit him to expeét any other reward than a timely and ferious
confideration of its utility. His chief aim has been folely directed to
enforce an attention to publick improvements, in order that every
communication may be rendered equally convenient, that property
may be made more valuable, and that by an elegant difpofition
of the whole it may become a matter of indifference in what
quarter of the town one would chufe to refide; to conclude,
thus much he will venture to affert, that if the whole or any part
of his propofed alterations are put into execution, he does not
believe any one would with to fee the old forms reftored.

Obfervations

21



22

LONDON AND J

(LIS LA RS SR L SR S SRR LRI I R LA LIS LIS 2o SR Ta st 2R gl L2t

Olbfervations on the State of Arts and
Artifls in Great-Britain,

AS the cultivation of the polite arts is beyond contradiction a
fource of wealth and honour to a nation, and as it has been
principally defigned in this work to recommend and promote the
care. and ftudy of them, it may not be improper to give a
concife account of the rife and progrefs of the feveral branches
of painting, fculpture, architeCture and engraving, by which the
publick will be epabled to form a judgment of the former as well
as prefent ftate of the arts in this kingdom. ' Wi
The art of painting in England, has, until very lately, been in
a fluctuating ftate. In the reign of Henry the Eighth Holbein
painted here, and was encouraged by that Monarch, and confe-
quently was employed by the Nobility of thofe times, but his works
were unknown to the publick, few perfons had the opportunity of
{ecing them, confequently they excited no emulation among the in-
genious, and the fplendour of painting difappeared with that mafter, it
glimmered however again in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, Ifaac Oliver
and Zuccaro painted in her time; it afterwards grew more faint, or
rather was totally extinguifhed, in the reign of King James the
Firft, but blazed out in that of his fucceflor. Rubens and Vandyke
were employed by King Charles the Firft, they were indeed foreign
auxiliaries, but they laid the foundations of tafte and knowledge
in this art among the great, their works, efpecially thofe of Vandyke,
were not only more numerous but became alfo more the objeéts
of publick attention, than thofe of Holbein and the fucceeding
maflers had been; accordingly emulation was excited among the
ingenious part of this nation, and feveral painters were produced
who did honour to their country, but their genius, in compliance

- with
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with the prevailing tafte of the kingdom, feldom reached further
than to portrait-painting, for encouragement was not given to any
other part of the art, thip-painting excepted, in which the celebrated
Vandevelde was fuperior to every other mafter; however portrait
painting flourifhed and continued to flourith, Cooper, (in minia-
ture) Sir Peter Lely and Sir Godfrey Kneller kept up the national
paffion with great {uccefs, and fome publick works which requir-
ed decorations, gave opportunity to Sir James Thornhill and
others to fhew that hiftorical painting, if properly encouraged,
was a field in which the Britith nation might engage with their
competitors, not without advantage; but notwithftanding this
advancement of the art of painting, and the number of ingenious
profeflors who continually increafed in every branch, neither
painting nor the profeflors of painting were known, diftingnithed
or encouraged. The few indeed who had tafte and difcern-
ment fought for thefe ingenious men, and purchafed their works,
but the publick knew them not, nor did they know each other ;
they had no fociety or intercourfe with their fellow artifts, confe-
quently had very little to fay in each others recommendation in the
different branches of painting, and he who had the greateft 2cquaint-
ance, whatever were his abilities, was fure to get the moft money.
However, the natural good fenfe and ingenuity of the Britith nation
continued ftill to furnith very able mafters, and thefe at length col-
lected their fcattered and difperfed brethren and formed a litde
fociety, who wifely confidering their mutual intereft, by a volun-
l:a'rjr fubfeription among themfelves, eftablithed an academy, which
is at this time kept up in St. Martins-Lane.

The eftablithment of the. Fnund]mg—H-::{'p:taL which was a nati-
onal concern, and attrafted the notice of the publick in a very
particular manner, gave an opportunity, when finithed, for difplay-
ing a {cene entirely new to this nation ; the Hofpital was juft in its
infancy, and elegant decorations and every poflible means that
could allure or draw the attention of the publick towards its fupport
and maintenance were found neceflary; but the expence of fuch
ornaments could not be afforded by a charity whofe utmoft abilities

were demanded for the fuccour and fupport of defested perithing
4 infants.
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infants. Inorder to contribute to the fupport of this ufeful eftablith-

ment, ‘and to fhew at' once that ingenuity and compaffion for the
diftrefies of human nature, are ufually found to refide in the fame
bredft, the moft cegnfiderable artifts in Great-Britain; nobly and
generoufly united in beflowing a great number of excellent per-
formances in painting and feulpture, which embellithed the Hol-
pital, ‘entertained the publick, and, at the fame time, convinced
the world that painting was arrived to a degree of perfection in this
kingdotn, 'of which, untilthis era, they had no conception. The
governors of the hofpital; convinced of the! ufe and benefit which
accrued to the charity from thefe truly valuable donations, and de-
firous of improving a ‘conneftion fo very wdvantageous to them,
encouraged the feveral contributors, and alfo the whole body  of
thofe who profefled the polite arts, to have an annual-meeting atthe
Hofpital, on ‘the fiith of November; thefe meetings drew together
the moft ingenious artifts from every quarter, and, at one of them; it
was propofed to the whole body, to have an annual exhibition of fuch
performances as thould be judged worthy the notice of the publick. |
1A ‘propofal fo very advantageous to merit of every kind, could
not fail of being received with applaufe, and was unanimoufly
agreed to; in confequence of this refolution, application was made
to the fociety of arts, manufaétures and commerce, who, taking it
into confideration, rightly judged, that an exhibition of this nature
could not be carried into execution with fo much propricty as under,
their patronage; they complied therefore willingly with this requeft,
and, in the year 1760, the firft exhibition of the artifts of Great-
Britain was made, and another the year following ; but as every
member of the fociety was at liberty to diftribute what number of
tickets for admittance he thought fit, that which was intended only
as a polite, entertaining and rational amufement for the publick, be-
came a fcene of tumult and diforder ; and to fuch a height was
the rage of vifiting the exhibition carried, that, when the members
themfelves had fatisfied their own curiofity, the room was crowded,
during the hours allotted for the exhibition, with menial fervants
and their acquaintance ; this proftitution of the polite arts undoubt-
edly became extremely difagreeable to the profeffors themfelves,
| who
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who heard alike, with indignation, their works cenfured or ap-
proved by kitchen-maids and ftable-boys ; but the caufe of the final
feparation (for this abufe might have been remedied) of the artifts
of Great-Britain, from the fociety, was this: It had been and is
ftill ufual for the fociety to give premiums for hiftorical and land-
feape painting, thefe rewards were ufually adjudged among the
competitors fome little time before the exhibition began, and as
thofe who gained the premiums were obliged to leave their
pictures a limitted time with the fociety, they were of courfe fure to
be in the exhibition. The great inconvenience of this method of
proceeding was feon difcovered by feveral of the moft eminent
painters, whole reputations were already fo eminently eftablifhed as
to prevent their becoming candidates for a trifling premium ; thefe
therefore, as their characters were fo pearly concerned, very juftly
objeéted to the continuation of this coftom, for the following ob-
vious reafon : It was generally known that the fociety had deter-
mined premiums for feveral pictures, and it was natural enough for
perfons, who knew nothing of the matter, to enquire, upon entering
the room, which of the pieces among that profufion of art were thofe
which had obtained the premium, and, being fatisfied in this par-
ticular, they very innocently concluded, for want of better judg-
ment, that thefe had obtained the prize from 4/ the reft, and,
confequently, were the &¢ff pictures. Had it been poflible to
have confined this injurious decifion to the vulgar f{pe@ators, it
would have' been a thing of no confequence; but unfortunately
for the arts, many in a much higher {phere of life were liable to
be led away by the fame opinion; and therefore, as the fociety
would not give up this point, a feparation enfued, and every fuc-
ceeding exhibition has been made at the room in Spring-Gardens.
The prodigious encouragement given to it, and the applaufe be-
ftowed on the feveral performances, by perfons of the greateft tafte
and diftin&ion, evidently fhews, what a prodigious progrefs has
been made in the arts, as well as what great expectations may be
formed of what will probably be done by the concurring incite-
ments of applaufe and emulation, and the effets of fociety and
concord. The fuccefs of the exhibition, and the harmony which {ub-

E fifted
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filted among the exhibitors, naturally led them to the thoughts of.
foliciting an eftablithment, and forming themfelves into a body ; in
confequence of which folicitation, his Majelly was moft gracioudly.
pleafed to grant them his Royal Charter, incorporating them by
the name of The Society of Artifts of Great-Britain ;, which chartes
bears date the twenty-fixth day of January, 1765.

Having brought this hiftorical account of the ftate of gamung in
England, down to the prefent time ; it remains only to fay, that, in
order to raife the art to the utmoft degree of perfection in England,
it is fincerely to be wifhed, that the narrow. notion. of banith-
ing works of this nature from: places of publick worthip was
entirely exploded ; no folid reafon can be given, why fubjects, pro-
perly chofen, fhould not be painted in Proteftant churches, nor can
it be argued, that becaufe thofe who profefs the Romilh religion,

ay adoration to wooden faints and pictures, that thofe of the
church of England would become guilty of a fin in looking upon
a Plvﬂ:urﬂ, merely becaufe they found one in a place of worfhip,
which it was never intended they fhould pay adoration to ; nor can it
be conceived, that while any one is ferioufly and att:ntwﬁl}r llﬂe.mng
to the facred hiftory of our Saviour and his apoftles, that a noble and
{enfible reprefentation of the very action itfelf, would infpire them
with any other thoughts than fuch as would tend to illuftrate and
make permanent their ideas of the relation. Peffibly the contem-
plation of fuch objects might prevent the thoughts of many from
wandering to others far lefs worthy of contemplation. The fabu-
lous fuperftitious legends of pretended faints, ought, without doubt,

to be for ever banithed; but the life and miracles of Chrift and his.

apoftles, are furely I'uhjct'ts which are {uitable to the church, and
can never with the leaft fhadow of reafon be objected to.
Thefe would certainly be much properer decorations than painted
or carved imitations of cherubims, &c. which are fcattered about
with the greateft prcrfuﬁnn in almoit every church in London, and
particularly in St. Paul’s, in which cathedral, as the dome has
been fuffered to be painted already, and has been fo juftly admired,
there feems to be no reafon why the decorations fhould not be ﬁ.-
nithed according to Sir Chriftopher Wren's original intention, who

neveg
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never dreamed of the ridiculous objections that would be made to
its being executed, as appears by the many compartments in that
ftructure, which manifeftly point out that great archite@’s inten-
tion. If this miferable mean-fpirited prejudice was once overcome,
England might in time, in its churches and painters, vie even with
Rome itfelf; but, till that happens, hiftorical painting certainly never
will arrive to that pitch, to which fuch a glorious opportunity would
undoubtedly advance it.

- We cannot wonder that hiftory is filent in her account of the
ftate of feulpture in this kingdom; during the Heptarchy, or foon
after the Roman conqueft; the fame reafon that forbad the progrefs
of painting, operated equally in the obftruttion of her fifter art;
the building of churches only excepted. ' The immenfe wealth and
power of the clergy induced them to raife and endow cathedrals,
monafteries and colleges, intending by fuch purpofes to fignalize
their zeal for religion, and to conftitute an indelible record of
the grandeur, riches and power of the church in thofe periods. As
the hiftorians of thefe ages were chiefly ecclefiaftics, they wera
only zealoufly a&ive in commending facred foundations, and praif-
ing thofe religious Princes, or fuch of the clergy who had endowed
or bequeathed lands to their ufe.

~ Thefe buildings muft necefiarily have found employment for {culp-
tors, who were chiefly foreigners, procured by thofe itinerant priefts,
whofe clofe conne@ion and dependance on the papal power, occa-
fioned frequent journeys to Rome. As their employers were of 'this
fort, the poor pittance afforded to the artift, was an infufficient in-
ducement to men of abilities to leave their native country, where
the arts were, or had been, on a much better eftablithment,  Thefe
are the true reafons why the remains of fculpture of thofe early
times are fo very indifferent; the engravings of the dies for the coin
of our firft Monarchs, are little more than the {crawlings of an in-
fant, and the monfirous and obfcene productions on many of the
old gothic buildings, are indications of an imagination depraved,
rude and illiterate.  There are indeed fome exceptions, where the
ornaments, in fome few flruCtures of that date, are executed with

judgment and precifion.
L E2 The
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The figure of King John on his tomb, in the cathedral of Wor-
cefter, is the oldett work of ftatuary that we can depend upon, and
probably is the work of Peter Cavalini.

Henry the Third, was the firft royal Patron of the arts in ]:.ng-
land, he employed the above-mentioned Peter Cavalini, a Roman
feulptor, recommended to him by Ware the abbot of Weftminfter ;
this artift executed, at the King's charge, the tomb of Edward the
confeffor, a moft expenfive work ; and after Henry’s deceafe, that
Monarch’s monument in the fame ftile, upon which lies the firft
brazen figure made in this country. The four remaining ftatues on
the north fide, next the weft end of the Abbey, are probably the
works of this artift.

There is a great chafim in the hiftory of fculpture, between thts
reign and that of Edward the Fourth. The continued firuggles be-
tween the clergy, the pope, the barons, and the kings, and the
civil wars of the houfes of York and Lancafter, were inaufpicious to
the polite and liberal arts ; and nothing more is recorded of fculp-
ture in this reign, than that a magnificent altar-piece was erected
at Briftol, by Cummings a fculptor, reprefenting ‘the refurre@ion of
Chrift.

The great expence of a2 monument erected for the Earl of War-
wick, is dated between Henry the Sixth, and the King above-men-
tioned. Till the reign of Henry the Eighth, we have no accounts of
any work of confequence in this art; the execution of his father’s tomb
demanded affiftance from thofe countries where the fciences were in
a more flourithing ftate ; Torregiano, a Florentine fculptor, who
had refided here fome years, was difpatched to the place of his na-
tivity, to engage fome eminent artifts to his affiftance. Cellini and
others accompanied him, and they executed that great work, and
feveral other monuments in this kingdom, with reputation; this
Torregiano was a man of genius, and was extremely jealous of the
fame of Michael Angelo, with whom he was contemporary.

Cardinal Wolfey, beginning to execute his own monument in his
life-time at Windfor, invited Benedetto, a Florentine, into this coun-
try, whom he gratified very nobly and liberally ; upon the Cardi-
nal’s difgrace, the King feized the unfinithed work, and employing

the
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the fame- artift to mmp]mt it, iutended to be buri¢d in that place;
but num]ﬁ;!ﬁfs accidents intervening picumed his defign, 'and his
fucceﬁ'b;mpcgla&mg it, it remains a.ruin to this day, and is at
prefcqt a wurl.ilmp for the mafons at _the caftle.

In the reign of Queen Elizabeth, nothing more is recorded than
th@,mn{l}lmq]t of the Earl of Suflex, ereted in Suffolk, which is

| extant, (_apd was. the work of Stephens, who was allo a painter
and a medalift;) Dr. Cains’s tomb at Cambridge, fome others of
lefs note, t]lﬂ Queen’s own monument, which is very magnificently
executed in the flile of that age, and that of Mary Queen of
Scotland; the two laft were fet upjat the charge of James the Firt.
b Sr::ulpture ‘made a furpnfnv effort in the reign’ of King James, in
the perfon of Nicholas Stone, he was in great efteem, and his
works very numerous, fome ftatues in the Royal Exchange, Spen-
cer’s and other tombs in Weftminfter-Abbey, and monuments for
almoft all the great families in England, are proofs of the abilities
and alfo of the encouragement beftowed on this artift.

Some fc:ulptucs of eminence flourifhed in the reign of Charles the
Firft, (that great admirer of the arts) among whom the moft
efteemed was Le Soeur, difciple of John de Bnufﬂgne the brafs
ftatue of the Earl of Pembroke at Oxford, and the equeftrian figure
at Charmg-trofs, are fufficient proofs of his extenfive genius and
mafterly execution.

The prnu:&nr-ﬂnp of Cromwell was no favorable @ra for the
arts, fanaticifm beheld them as the vehicles of idolatry, and there-
fore deftroyed thofe few precious memorials, which the enthufi-
aftic zeal of the reformers had fuffered to remain. Statuary was an
abfolute breach of the divine ordinances to fectaries whofe under-
ftandings were confined, whofe ideas were gloomy, and whofe
proceedings were illiberal ; no wonder then that the fciences were
almoft annihilated under fuch a perfecution.

The reftoration of Charles the Second prefaged a happy reverfe
to the former period. The King had learned to draw *, had fome
knowledge of mechanics, and was fond of fhip-building; his
courtiers too profefled the learned fciences, as well as the liberal

* There are defigns of his extant.
: asts,
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arts, and the fpirit of encouragement feemed daily increafing. Un-
der fuch advantages fculpture thone with unexpecled luftre, Cibber
appeared without a rival, in that excellent bas-relief on the monu-
mental column and the two figures which defcribe the different
effects of madnefs on the gate at Bedlam: and Gibbons, the ad-
mired Gibbons! the touches of whofe chifel ate inconceivably
delicate, arofe the wonder of an admiring people; his prol:fu(‘_‘.ﬁona
of the vegetable and animal creation are above defcription. St. Pauls,
Windfor, Petworth, Chatfworth, and the whole united kingdom,
confpire to make his charater equal to any age or country, and the
ftatue of James the Second in Privy-Garden, may rank with the
preductions of the Roman fchool. _

The reign of James the Second produced one ftatuary, called
Quellin, whofe work, the only piece which can with certainty be
afcribed to him, is the monument of Mr. Thynne, at Weltminfter-
Abbey. The crying boy in this performance is much admired.

In the reign of King William John Buthnell flourifhed, he
had rtravelled to Italy, and executed a magnificent monument at
Venice: his works on his return to England, were Charles the Ficft
and Second, on the front of the Royal-Exchange, and the ftatues

-on Temple-Bar, Cowley’s monument at Weltminiter, and others

in different counties, which are all marks of his great proficiency in
this art; he was an humerift in his difpofition, for having agreed
to furnifh the remaining ftatues in the Exchange, he was difgufted
with his employers and never compleated them. 5l

Francis Bird lived in the reign of Queen Anne, he had fludied
his profeilion in Flanders and Rome, he worked under Gibbons
and Cibber, and notwithftanding fuch advantages, the monuments
at Wefltminfter, that bear his name, and the figures “at St. Paul’s,
are a melancholly inftance of the truth of a French author’s remark :
‘¢ A legard de la fculpture,” fays he, * le marbre gemit pour ainfi
““ dire fous de cileaux aufi peu habiles, que ceux qui ont excecuté
“ le group de la Reinne Anne, placé devant I'Eglife de St. Paul,
“ & le tombeaux de I'Abbaye de Weftminfter *,”  Yet Buiby’s

* The marble itlelf complains under the cruel chifels of fuch unfkilful pra&titi-

orers as thofe who cut the group of Queen Anne, in the front of St, Paul’s, or the
tombs at Weltminlter.

monument
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ménument has merit, and we owe him fome regard for bring-
ing to light'one of the ableft feulprors of this age; and could the
French: author above-cited have beheld the rapid improvement

in feulpture in that -very place, fince the time'in which he wrote, -

he would alléw and confefs, that genius is of every nation, and only
wants to-be drawn forth and eultivated by proper encouragement.

Thus far every endeavour has been ufed to trace out thofe fculp-
tors  who were eminent at the' different’ periods of our hiftory,
who were moft of them patronized by the reigning Princes, and
perfonally* known, honoured and encouraged, by their refpective
patrons. 1 = :

- How different is the flate of this noble art at this time,
when carpenters, mafons or upholfterers, whofe utmoft know-
ledge is' the price of timber, the value of flone, or the goodnels
and quality of ticking and ‘feathers, have the fuperintendancy of
thofe works in which. elegance of defign ooght only to be con-
fulted : Nor can we expect to form a great national character for
talte and elegance under the direction of fuch perfons, who are
furnifhed only with mean ideas and depraved taltes, the common
effe@ts of illiberal education; and yet to fuch and fuch only our
employers delegate the troft of fupervifing works of elegance, and
call them by the borrowed title of furveyors. Thefe people are
fo very afflaming at this time, that not content with infpecting the
goodnefs of bricks and timber, and giving orders to the inferior
‘workmen in the buildings, they pretend to diCtate to- the man. of
{fcience, and would deprive him of that merit on which only he
can form his reputation, that is, his merit as a defigner; feveral monu-
ments, chimney-pieces, &ec. executed under f{uch able diretors,
are proofs of this affertion, -and fo far has this method of entruft-
_ing the whole to fuch perfons care been complied with, that not
long fince a perfon of diftin€ion gave his upholfterer orders to repair
and finith his houfe, and alfo entrufted him with furnithin g his li-
brary with what books he thought proper ; accordingly the fagacious
tradefman, having an eye to his own profit, provided him with book-

cales.
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cafes furnithed with tham books, declaring that thefe prefles would
contain many things more ufeful than any library in the kingdom.
We cannot wonder that foreigners are amazed at proceedings fo
different to their own, and how would they be aftonifhed if they
were told that the decorations of the moft confpicuous houfes in this
metropolis are the works of mafons, and that fculptors are feldom
confulted or employed in executing fuch ornaments.

Happy would it be for this country if we imitated the Fl.'em:h
in that patriotic prejudice for their own produions, which has
rendered them the arbiters of tafte to Eurape the rewards and
honours paid to the artifts of their own nation, have been the great
incitement of every work of genius for which they are diftinguithed.

The fituation in which the liberal arts are held at tlus time
is unfair, difcouraging and oppreffive, and while they can be ex=
ecuted by fubflitute ®; will not eafily be removed. The noble
patron is fcldom well enough informed or too indolent to feek
out the man of merit, whole talent is concealed, by neceflity,
by diffidence, and many calamitous circumftances, and whofe
{'plnt is fubdued by the rapacious difpofition of his cmplqy:r,
who enjoys in eafe and affluence the reputation of thofe works
which he cannot perform. This nﬂgle& of employing perfons
who are equal to the undertaking is our prefent misfortune,
when this bar is removed, the genius of this country will appear
no lefs elegant than vigorous,

* This word may poflibly need explanition, it means therefore that the perfon
who receives orders, being éften ignorant of defign, generally produces a drawing
made hy another for his own performance ; this practice was dilcovered by a nnﬁle—
man, who defired the perfon to alter the drawing in his prefence, and finding by his

evafions he was impoled upon by an ignorant pretender, he was irricated fo much,
that he kicked the impoftor down flairs. Another inftance of making ufe of a

fubftitute happened when twe <candidates ' produced their models of Baﬂ'ﬁ Re-
licvo's, before a committee of citizens, who were to determine the preference for
a work of confequence. One of the judges declared in favour of a particular
candidate, Becaule, fays he, he always cmplﬁys the very befl bands that can be
got. T'o which the rejeéted artift replied, Yes! yes! he has ] confefs a. gn:a.t
advantage over me, whe have employed no band but my own,

2 _ The
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" From the great number of ancient buildings which are to, be
met with in almoft every part of the kingdom, it appears at the firft
view to be no very difficult tafk to trace the progrefs of architeGure,
and at the fame time to learn fome account of the perfons who were
employed in their conftruction ; but experience has proved the con-
trary, of fome of them it is only conje@ured they were built about
fuch an zra, and of others, though the precife time is known when
they were erected, there remains not the leaft trace by which it can
be afcertained” by whom' they were defigned. Whether this defeét
is owing to the carelefsnefs of employers, who gave themfelves no
trouble to record fuch tranfaétions ; whether fuch records have exifted,
but are long fince loft; or whether on account of the extreme
ignorance of the'times the very perfons employed were incapable
of tranfmitting any account of their works, is not to be difcovered':
‘but, certain it is, that very little miore can be obtained than ‘that
Gothick archite@ure like other fciences had its rife, its ftate of per-
fe€tion, and its declenfion.

However, we learn that Gundulphus an archite®, built the
"Tower of London, and that he alfo built tHe cathedral of Rochefter;
‘that Peter of Colechurch a prieft, rebuilt London-Bridge of timber ;
that William Puintell a furveyor, and one Elyas an archite,
were employed by King John, in building at Weftminfter; and
that Edward Fitz Odo was an architect in the reign of Henry the
Third. But the celebrated William of Wickham, whofe fir-name was
Perrot, was the great genius of his time, and the only man who-
‘ever rofe to fo great a height by the mere ftrength of bis reputation
as an artift; he was born, fays Rapin, in 1324. * After he had
« heen bred at Winchefter and Oxford he returned to his patron
“ Nicholas Wedal, who had been at the charge of his education.
¢ He afterwards became known to Edward the Third, and having
“ a genius for architeCture, was made furveyor of the King's
“ buildings. His dire€tion for rebuilding Windfor Caftle gave
¢ great fatisfaction, and occafioned his promotion at court, where
“ he paffed through the offices of Secretary of State, Privy-feal,
¢ &c, he was preferred to the fee of Winchefter in 1367, and

F ¢ foon
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¢ foon after made Lord Chancellor of England. It is faid, be-
¢ ing reprefented to the King as a man of no learning, and not
“ fit for a bithoprick, he told the King, that what he wanted in
“ learning himfelf, he would fupply with being the founder of
“ learning ; accordingly he began the buildingof New College in
¢ Oxford, and laid the firft ftone himfelf, March the firft, 1379.
¢ It was finithed in feven years. In 1387, on the twenty-fixth of
“ March, he likewife laid in perfon the firft ftone of his college
“ at Winchefter, which he defigned as a nurfery for that at Oxford.
““ Upon this foundation he fettled an eftate for a warden, ten fel-
¢ lows, two fchoolmafters, and feventy fcholars. He died in the
“« fourth year of Henry the Fourth, aged eighty years, and lies
“ buried in St. Swithin’s church in Winchefter, in a ftately monu-
« ment of his own erecting in his life-time.” It is to be lamented
that this great man did not pay more regard to the fcience te
which he owed the greatnefs of his fortune, by eftablithing a
foundation for the ftudy of his own art, and others that depend
upon it; had he fortunately done this, there is no faying what
the confequence might have been; poffibly by this time it would
have been the fafhion for ingenious men to come from Rome
hither to perfect themfelves in the arts, and to have bartered Italian
for Englifh performances. _

Inthe Reign of Edward the Third, thofe noble piles, York min-
fter, and the cathedral at Ely, were erefted; but by whom the
defigns were made we are ignorant. In the fame reign William
Rede, Bithop of Chichefter, built the firft library of Merton college,
and alfo the caftle at Amberley, it has been afferted that Sir R:ginﬂd
Bray, who was a Knight of the Garter in Henry the Seventh’s
reign, and certainly affifted at the ceremony of the laying the
firlt flone of the chapel built by that monarch at Weftminfter,
was architect of the chapel of St. George at Windlor *, but there
feems not - to be fufficient authority for this affertion, fince all the
ancient hiftorians are filent upon this head.

* Hiftory and Antiquities of Windfor Caftle, pag. 65.
| It
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It appears upon an examination of the moft celebrated Gothick
buildings, that the ftate of perfection of this kind of architeture
was in the reigns of Henry the Sixth and Seventh, and not in that
of Henry the Fourth, as by miftake it is fuppofed is printed in a latc
work. But to whatever degree of perfection architecture was
arrived in the preceding reign, it is evident that in Henry the
Eighth's time it declined extremely faft; this undoubtedly was
ewing to the encouragement given by that Prince to feveral Italian
architeéts, who being utterly ignorant both of the Roman and Gothick
architeCture, introduced a kind of mongrel compofition of their

own ; an innovation being once made, novelty fupplied the place of

tafte, and that wretched ftile of building which abounds in every
part of the kingdom, and which univerfally prevailed in the Reign
of Elizabeth, took place of the more rational and elegant Gothick
file. It has been faid, that the celebrated painter Holbein, was
one of the firft who introduced this mixed kind of tafte in England,
in which he was followed (if not aflifted) by John of Padua and
others. Hiftory makes mention of feveral other architects, fuch as
Lawrence Bradfhaw, furveyor of the King's works, Sir Richard Lea
and Thomas Larke, who was alfo furveyor of King’s college,
Cambridge; Jerome de Trevefi an Italian painter, and John Shute,
of whom it is remarked, that, in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth,
the Duke of Northumberland fent him into Italy, and maintained
him there in his ftudies, under the beflt archites ; to thefe are
added, Robert Adams, furveyor of the works, who was an architect
of reputation ; but, it is certain, that architeCture made but a very
indifferent figure during thefe times, and remained in a ftill worle
fituation during the reign of James the Firft, :

The reign of Charles the Firft, was propitious to the fine arts;
painting has been already obferved to have flourithed in a parti-
cular manner in it, nor was architecture in the leaft behind her
fifter {cience; indeed it was next to an impoffibility the arts thould
- not gain ground under the King's patronage, who was not only an
extraordinary judge of fuch performances, but alfo pracifed him-
felf ; he therefore knew their value to the ftate, and accordingly

erected a Royal Academy, where gentlemen were admitted for
F 2 their
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their education: They were inftructed in the living and dead lan-
guages, mathematicks, painting, architecture, riding, fortification,
antiquities, and the fcience of medals. Profeflors in every branch
were appointed, and Sir Francis Kingfton, in whofe houfe in Ce2
vent-Garden, the academy was held, was appointed regent; but
this great defign fell with the reft of that Monarch's noble plans,
and the French availed themfelves of it, under the patronage of
Lewis the Fourteenth. As a proof of the great tafte of King
Charles in architecture, it is fufficient to fay, that Inigo Jones was
his Majefty’s furveyor-general of the works; this great man in=

troduced the noble ftile of building of the Ancients into England.

His works, which are executed in feveral parts of this city, are uni-
verfally allowed to be the ftandards of tafte and elegance, his defign
of a palace at Whitehall is a performance which would have done
honour to the age of Auguftus; the Banquetting-Houfe is the only
part of that vaft defign which was executed, and may be confidered
as the fragment of a monument, which, had it been compleated,
would have ftood a memorial to fucceeding ages, of the tafte, genius
and capacity, of that great artift. Some people have affected to find
fault with parts of this truly grand defign ; it is faid to be an imita-
tion of Palladio, not without a mixture of the Gothick in its tur-
rets ; if to imitate Palladio be a fault, it muft alfo a fault to
imitate the Ancients, which Palladio honeftly confefles he did ; and
why Inigo Jones, who had undoubtedly {ftudied the Ancients, {hould
be denied the fame liberty, cannot be very eafily accounted for. As
to the turrets of the palace, it feems to be equally difficult t6 prove -
they are Gothick, as they are entirely compofed of the Roman ar-
chitecture ; however, with all its faults, it is only to be withed,
that it was erected without alteration, either in the place for which
it was originally intended, or elfe in the middle of Hyde-Park. If
Inigo ever deferved cenfure, it was certainly for that monftrous ab-
furdity of mixing the Roman and Gothick architecture which he
did in erecting a portico of the Corinthian order to the weft-end of
the Gothick church of St. Paul, which was foon after deftroyed by
the fire. ;
Oliver
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Oliver Cromwell, if he bad been poflefid of tafte, had too much
bufinefs upon his hands to give any attention to works of this kind ;
it is no wonder, therefore, that no other architect is recorded i his
time than Francis Carter, who having been chief clerk to Inigo
Jones, was made Surveyor of the works.

If the misfortunes of Charles the Firft were the means of over-
turning the polite arts, the pleafures of the court of Charles the
Second, were not much more favourable to them. The King had
no great tafte for the arts, and the countenance he gave to fome of the
profefiors, feems to have been partial and confined ; however, he, in
a particular manner, patronized the celebrated Vandevelde §, to whom
it is faid, he allowed a veflel compleatly manned and victualled for
the purpofes of his ftudies, and even went fo far as to have feveral
fhips at times drawn out, in order to make mock-engagements for
the ufe of this artift. Notwithftanding the general inattention fhown
to the arts, this reign produced the celebrated Sir Chriftopher Wren,
who was unqueftionably the greateft geometrical and mathematical
architect that ever exifted, and feveral of his buildings evidently prove
that he poflefied more extent of invention than Inigo Jones, though,
in point of elegance, he fell fhort of that mafter. The publick works
of Sir Chriftopher Wren are numerous and well-known, nor indeed

need any other than that of St. Paul’s be mentioned to eftablith his

reputation.

As St. Paul's church is the principal work of this mafter, and un-
doubtedly the only work of the fame magnitude that ever was
compleated by one man, it may not be altogether improper to
make a few obfervations upon this celebrated ftructure. The divi-
fion of the building into two orders js undoubtedly a great fault, it
would have had a much nobler effect, had one only been ufed ; as
it is, the lower part of the church feems to 'be the work of one
mafter, and the dome of another, the penftylum of which is very
fine, and perfeétly adapted to finith one fingle order, but, as it is,
appears too heavy; the Jower part of the church is extremely ele-
‘gant, but does not harmonize with the upper, the columns of the
periftylum being much larger, in proportion to their diftance, than

1 Though few of his performances are extant in the Royal Palaces. L
the
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the columns of the portico. Indeed one of the moft capital errors
in the conftruction of this church is, the negledling to thew the
proper dependency of one part upon the other, and a regular har-
monious gradation from the foundation to the fummit of the fuper-
ftruure; perhaps, if the difproportion between the length and
breadth of the whole building had not been fo great, it might have
produced a more noble effet, a more elegant (hape, and an oppor-
tunity of forming the due connefion between the dome and the
lower part of the building, which now feems to fland in need of
fuch an union, by the former appearing to reft upon the roof.

It has been urged in excufe, for the choice of introducing two
orders, that the want of a proper fpace for viewing the building
.compelled the architet to execute it in the manner he has done;
this may be a fact, ‘but it is pity that fuch a trifling conlideration
had any weight at all with him., Had he purfued his own better
judgment as to the propriety of the building, it might have one
time proved the means of obtaining a proper point of view for this
vaft defign, and neceflity might have obliged the publick to do
that which nothing but neceflity can ever force them to do, for
as yet very little attention has been paid to publick magnificence.
With regard to the turrets, it muft be confefled, they are light
and elegant, but with refpe® to grandeur, their upper parts
confift of rather too many divifions, which produce fomething like
confufion, and, if they had been more f{pread, or fet further
apart, it would have given a grace to the weft-front of the church,
and it would have prevented their falling in the view upon the p pe-
riftylum of the dome. The figures upon the top of the huIIdmg
alfo contribute towards diminifhing the grandeur of the lower parts ;
the human figure is the ftandard or fcale by which the proportions
of all bodies are determined, that is, whether they are large or
{mall, and, even at this vaft height, {hould not have exceeded feven
feet and an half, which isa very large proportion for life ; however .
they are rather more than twelve feet high, and, upon being compared
with the upper and lower orders, prodigioufly decreafe the grandeur

of the columns. Had the church been compofed of one order,
4 thefe
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thefe fizures might have fuited tolerably well, but even in that
cafe they would have been too large; the niches on the outfide
of the church ought to be fupplied with ftatues; the want of
which gives a chara&ter of meannefs, for they were certainly de-
figned as places for fuch ornaments; a group of figures is alfo
wanting at the eaft~end of the church, which at prefent abfolutely
{tands in need of a finifhing of fome kind or other; for the fame
reafon, the pedeftals upon the baluftrade, upon which there are no
figures, ought to be decorated with vafes or urns; this was Sir
€hriftopher Wren's original intention, but, like many others of
the fame nature, was never complied with.

The church of St. Paul is, in {fome refpets, fuperior to that of
St. Peter's at Rome; the weft-front is defigned more in charadter,
that is, it has more the appearance of a building defigned for pub-
lick worfhip, St. Peter’s rather gives the idea of a front of a palace,
and the pediment is mean and trifling ;. thé dome of St. Paul’s is
more elegantly fhaped, nor is there any comparifon between the
lanterns on the top ; that of St. Peter’s is heavy and clumfy, and
produces an ill-effect, but the body of the church, being compofed
of one order, is very grand and noble, though it fuffers by an in-
troduction of parts which are rather too minute. The interior parts

of St. Peter’s are many of them extremely noble, and-the monu-

ments and decorations are grand, and introduced with a decorum
and propriety, which no way affe@ts or deforms the building, a
confideration hardly ever attended to in this country. The high
altar, which was defigned and executed by the celebrated Bernini, is
perhaps the nobleft work of its kind that ever was performed : This
truly magnificent decoration is moft judicioufly placed under the
center of the dome, and produces the fineft effect imaginable; in
fhort, nothing trifling or unbecoming the dignity of the church is
fuffered to be placed in it; but notwithftanding the profufion of
elegance and grandeur which are difplayed in this celebrated build-
ing, there are many defects, and fome capital errors to be found in
the defign ; for inftance, the grand ifle of the church is one conti-

nued arched vault, without variety, the whole being compofed of
pannels
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pannels and rofes, and the windows are broken into it, in fo aukward a
manner, that they appear rather to be after-thoughts, and are entirely
unconneted with the decorations of the cieling. = Sir Chriftopher
Wren’s judgment pointed out this taftelefs deformity, and the fuperi-

‘ority of the grand ifle of St. Paul’s, in this refpeét, is very apparent,

in which the windows are regularly introduced into the cieling, and
the archite€ture forms the moift noble frames, which he defigned
for the reception of paintings; and it is to be hoped, * that one time
or other this part of his defign will be executed, which, if it
ever fhould be, and the frames elegantly gile, will produce one of
the richeft and moft glorious roofs that can be conceived. However,
it is rather to be withed, that this church may remain in its prefent
ftate, than that any mean, taftelefs trifles fhould be permitted,
fuch as monuments of obfcure perfons, which could only deform,
inftead of becoming decorations to fo noble a pile.  The cathedral
of St. Paul’s fuffers greatly for want of decorations both in painting
and {culpture, there cannot be a more convincing proof than the
example of the dome itfelf, which is painted and gilt, after view-
ing this noble obje, the fpectator finds nothing worth attending
to, the reft is a mere blank, nor can all the beauties of. the moft

noble and regular archite&ture, make amends for the defolate a
pearance of the naked pannels which every where prefent themfelves

to his notice; at the fame time reproaching in the moft ftriking
manner, that total want of national tafte, which can fuffer one of

the fineft churches in the world to give no better an idea than that

of a carver’s fhop, in which there is ufually great choice of fine
frames, but not one picture to be feen.

There is not perhaps a greater fault in the interior contrivance ERTY

of this church, than that of perforating the eaft end of it. The pro-
digious glare of light produced by this means is ufelefs and offen-
five, and totally deftroys the grandeur and effeé of the church
in that part. Indeed this is a fault common in all our churches,
but it never fails of rendering the altar obfcure, which is an
obfervation of the truth of which every one may be convinced by
a little attention. In the prefent calec however, it not only pro-

duces
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daces this difguiting effect, but it has allo prevented the making
a proper ufe of this part, which undoubtedly thould have been
decorated with an altar of the utmoft magnificence. The whole
church, for want of fuch an obje, is deplorably deficient in a
where decoration is undeniably neceflary; the two middle
windows therefore, ought to be ftopped up, and the altar defigned
fomething like that propofed in a fection of this church publifhed
by the Author in conjunion with Mr. Wale, in the year 1755.
As St. Paul's is fuperior to St. Peter’s in fome refpedts, fo it
ought to have been in the whole; and as St. Peter’s was erected
long before it, the greateft care and attention f{hould have been
ufed to improve upon every part of that defign where improve-
ment was pofiible; otherwife, as it has been before urged in
‘the example of a palace, it is pity it was ereted at all ; the fund
~allowed for defraying the charge of building it was equal to any
expence that could have been beftowed, for which reafon, as well
as the honour of this nation, it thould have been made, in point of
magnitude and elegance, the firft building of its kind in the
-world, and not the fecond, for the whole length of St. Paul’s meafures
'no more than the width of St. Peter’s, and the prattice of building
- by toofmall a fcale is almoft univerfal in this kingdom ; but even the
- eriginal defign was not well enough digefted, as appears by the many
-alterations which Sir Chriftopher Wren made in the progrefs of this
work, for fome of which it is fuppofed he was obliged to Sir James
Thernhill, whofe tafte in architeGture was very great *; nor was this
. the favourite defign of the archite&, there is 2 model now to be feen
in St. Paul’s church compofed of one order, which he preferred, and
- which is fuperior to the prefent in many refpects.
Bow fteeple and Walbrook church are examples which ought
- by no means to be omitted, as they are perhaps as elegant as any

® Tt is to be obferved that fome of the beft architeds have been produced from
among the profeflors of painting and feulpture Raffaelle, Michal Angelo, Bernini,
Peter da Cortona and others were great architels, and the three fuft were employed
| in cempleating St. Peter's church. In England, Holbein, Inigo Jones, Kent and Sic
. James Thornhill were painters, this lalt buile the boufe. in More Park in Hertford-
fhire, which is efteemed a building of good tafle, he alfo made a great many deligns in
architecture, and his decorations were extremely e¢legant aud truly architectonick.

G thing
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thing of their kind in Europe. However, Sir Chriftopher was
guilty of the fame impropriety as Inigo, in mixing Gothick with
Roman architeGture, as may be feen in Guild-Hall, the Court of
Requefts, and the palace of Hampton-Court, nor was his tafte in
{maller buildings very good, as may be obferved by St. Paul’s
School and Marlborough-Houfe: He lived to a great age, and
what is pretty extraordinary, compleated St. Paul's church thirty-
feven years after he had himfelf laid the firft ftone.

It is greatly to be lamented that Sir Chriftopher did not give the
world his theory, and an ample account of his pratice in the
building of St. Paul’s, fuch a work would have been of infinite ufe
to fucceeding architects, and no man was more capable of giving fuch
an account than himfelf, nor would this work have been ufeful only
to architetts, other profeffions would have been benefited by it, as
many ingenious contrivances made ufe of in the conftruction of that
vaft pile would have been of prodigious ufe in a great variety of
undertakings - The

+ The great injury the ingenious part of the world have fuftained by the lofs
of Sir Chriftopher Wren’s papers, and the account of the building Weftminfter
Bridge by Mr. Labelye, are ftriking inftances of the neceffity of preferving fuch me-
morials. In order therefore to prevent misfortunes of the like nature, it is to. b'
wifthed that when any confiderable work of this kind is began, the perfon under
whole direétion it is carried on fhould be required to keep an a:curatejnurnal of the
proceedings, and allo to give an ample defcription of the ufe (accompanied with a
draught) of every engine or machine made ufe of in the courfe of the work, for which
fervice he fhould be properly recompenced. And in order to render fuch records of
univerfal benefit ro mankind, if an hiftoriographical office, for mechanical works, &c.
was to be eftablifhed, it would be extremely ufeful, in which office thefe accounts
fhould be preferved from time to time, and after having been carefully corrected,
publifhed at the- expence of the publick., For this purpofe a perfon properly qualified
as an hiftorian, and alfo defigners, engravers and painters might be employed by the
office, and confequently every thing valuable of this kind would be effectually fecured
to the world and to pofterity ; this office might alfo be further extended, for the benefit
of ingenious perfons who fhiould by ftudy and application produce any ufeful work
which their circumftances might not permit them to publifh, at leaft not in a manner
worthy the attention of the publick, fuch perfons therefore upon making application,
and proving the utility of their performances, fhould receive aflitance, and the work be
publifhed at the expence of the office, who might reimburfe themfelves by the fale, and
the pl‘ﬂ{it arifing from it, be given to the author of the performance. An office of the like
kind might alfo be eftablifhed for geographical works, by which means his Majefty’s
engincers might be employed in times of peace to make furveys of every part
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‘The reign of James the Second produced nothing of confequence,
and architeCture as well as every other ufeful art was neglected.

Intht. reign of King William appeared William Talman, who
was a very ingenious architec ; he built Chatfiworth, the feat of the
Duke of Devonthire, and fwcral houfes for many of the Nobility,
in different parts of the kingdom; he had formed his tafte by
l:m#elhng, and bhad, with incredible labour and affiduity, defigned a
prodigious number of buildings and monuments, and indeed every
thing in archite¢ture which he thought worth his attention in the
courfe of his travels, all of which are finithed with the greateft ex-
aétnefs, and moft of them ftained in their proper colours. His collec~
tion was fold fome years ago in Covent-Garden. Sir William Wilfon,
was alfo an archite& in this reign, but as his works are not known,
no judgment can be formed of his abilities. Marot was architect to the
King, but what were his productions, in this country, are uncertain,
his defigns which he etched and publithed, are however a convinc-
ing proof that no man underftood decorations better than himfelf.

The reign of Queen Anne produced the moft fingular architect
that perhaps ever appeared in any age or country, Sir John Van-
brugh, a man of wit and genius, who as a writer, was excelled by
few, as an architect, condemned by every body; perhaps it was
chiefly owing to his merit as an Author that he was fo ill treated
as an artift, the offence his wit gave to his contemporaries was

of the Britifh dominion, at the fame time giving an exact defcription of every city,
tnwn and village, and alfo the courle of every river, brook, &c. with their fecti-
ons, :ugﬂher with thofe of mountains, hills, &c. which w t:ruld be of infinite ufe in
the joining of rivers, for the purpofe of making them navigable; to this might
be added, a natural hiftory of each country, and cmljtc'iures for the improve-
ment of different places; it is needles to point out the advantages arifing to the
publick from fuch an eftablithment, not to mention that it wou! \d at once be pro-
fitable to our engineers, and at the fame time render them, by continual practice, fu-

perior to any others in Europe ; perhaps, in time, the union of the Tren:, Severn,
and Tharn:s, a fcheme long fince talked of, might, in confequence of fuch a plan, be

put in execution, which would be both a noble and truly ufeful work. To both
thee eftablithments, a third might be added, for the ftudy of naval architeéture,
which is much wanted, in this t}'e art of fhip-building fhould be fcientically and
pra(’:'l:lcallf taught, and, from this valuable refource, a continual lupply of expe-
sienced artifts mlght be taken, who fhould have the direction of the works in the

Royal Dock-Yards,
G 2 amply
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amply revenged by them in criticifms on his buildings, and as his
ftile was fo extremely fingular, they never wanted materials to ex-
ercife their talents. As an architet he was indeed genemlly a roman-
tick caftle builder. What were his ideas of architecture, it is hard to
fay; he undoubtedly had a fyftem of his own, and it is to be la=
mented, that fo able a writer has not left fome account of his
principles, and his reafons for building in the manner he did, they
would have proved entertaining at leaft, and, in fome refpedts,
would certainly have been ufeful, for however juftly he may have
been cenfured in many things, yet it cannot be denied that his
ideas were great and noble, and he perfectly underftood that fub-
ordination of parts fo very neceflary in the conftruction of great
buildings f, though, at the fame time he was entirely deficient in
point of elegance and decorum; an evident proof of which he
has given in the palace of Blenheim, which on account of this very
fubordination, its quantity and variety of parts never fails to ftrike
us ‘with the idea of a grandeur and magnificence rarely to be found
in any other building, notwithftanding which this very ftructure
has, from the deficiences before-mentioned, undergone the moft
fevere cenfure, and been univerfally condemned, becaufe it is not
in the common flile of building, and perhaps becaufe it was built

1 Grandeur and elegance are what is required, in publick buildings, to give fatif~
faction to the eye, the former furprifes, and the later, without a proper fubordina-
tion of parts, is only richnefs ; many Gothick buildings are examples of this kind,
the Lhapc] of Henry the Seventh, in particular, is a clufter of richnefs, the New
Church' in the Strand, is not m.':'!_',r an example of richnefs, but the parts mﬂfo
elegant, and the whole being divided into tiwo orders, the parts of each are fm:“t

and the fubordination (without which there can be no greatnefs of manner) is de-
ﬂro],::d Had fuch a pertico as that of St. Martin's Church been placed there,
and the church been like that compofed only of one order, it is very ealy to con-
ceive what a different effect it would have had upon the fpetator. Lord Spencer’s
houfe, in the Green-Park, is another example of this kind, that which ought to be
the fubordinate part (the bafement) is too large, and the ﬁate ftory, which ﬂmuhi
be the principal, is too fmall, confequently the fubordination is deftroyed, and the
effeét of that which ought to be the principal, is, by this equality of parts, rendered
otherwife, the fame error has been likewife committed in the defign of the front
of the Trealury.

by
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by Sir JohnVanbrugh. This gentleman’s productions are very nume-
‘rous, and it is fomething extraordinary, that notwithftanding - his
_defigns were almoft univerfally condemned, he fhould have been
oyed in building fo many confiderable works, Caftle Howard
in Yorkfhire; the Duke of Newcaftle’s houfe at Claremont, and a
grc at number of feats in this kmgd:::m were built by him, and
the Opcra-Hnufc in the Hay-Market is no contemptible proof of
'l.us genius and abilities, though it is certain that there are too many
examples of his defigns which appear to be the mere effe@s of
_wh:m and caprice.

No archite, except Sir ChnﬁﬂpherWren, ever had abetter oppor-
tunity of difplaying his genius in the great flile of architecture than
‘Gibbs, he was employed in building and repairing feveral of the
principal churches in London, and he has acquitted himfelf upon
the whole tolerably well. The church of St. Martin’s in the Fields
is efteemed one of the beft in this city, though far from being fo
fine as it is ufvally reprefented to be, the abfurd ruftication of the
windows, and the heavy fills and truffes under them are unpar-
donable blemifhes, and very improperly introduced into this com-
. pofition of the Corinthian order, as it takes away the delicacy which
fhould be preferved in this kind of building. The fteeple itfelf is
good, but it is fo contrived that it feems to ftand upon the roof of
the church, there being no appearance of its continuation from the
foundation, and confequently it feems to want fupport, an error of
which he is not alone guilty, but which is very elegantly and judi-
cioufly avoided in the turrets in the front of St. Paul’s, indeed the
fpire of the fteeple of St. Martin’s church being formed by in-
ternal fweeps makes the angles too acute, which always produces
an ill effect; this has been judicioufly avoided in the fteeple of St.
Giles’s, which was a good improvement upon the other, but much
deformbd by the abfurd ruftication of the fpire. The practice of rufti-
catmg thould never be carried higher than the bafement of a build-
ing. Upon the whole, St. “uIartln s church is compofed in a grand
ftile of one order, the portico is truly noble, and wants nothing but
the advantage of being feen in the manner propofed in the annexed

p]an The New Church in the Strand is another of Mr. Gibbs’s
perfor-
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performances, but is an expenﬁve rich defign without the leaft ap-
pearance of grandeur, which is occafioned b}r its being divided into
too many parts, a building may be made in pasts very elegant ;mpl
very rich, and yet very inelegant in the whole, which is the cafe of
this church, the divifion of the building into twoorders has deftroyed
its grandeur, the fteeple is a confufed jumble of rich parts piled
one upon another, without any regard to the thape of the whole,
and has this additional fault, like that of St, Martin's before-menti-
oned, it appears to ftand upon the roof of the church. Gibbs alfo
defigned St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital and a great number of houfes
for perfons of diftinction, but there appears nothing uncommon eor
new in them, and he was rather a mannerift in things of this'kind.
He likewife made defigns for rebuilding King's College in Cam-
bridge, in which he made that elegant Gothick building, the
chapel, form one fide of the quadrangle, and the three other fides
he defigned in the modern ftile, without any regard to the part
already built, though he confefles that this chapel is the fineft GQ-
"thick pile he ever faw. This cuftom of mixing Gothick and Mod:rn
architeCture in the {fame pile of buildings, has alfo been pradlifed in
the univerfity of Oxford, with great fucce(s, and ferves to fhew
that very little attention is paid to tafte and elegance in places where
one would expect to find hardly any thing elfe. If thefe things are
fuffered to be done merely becaufe they may produce variety, they
fhould be told, that variety may be produced in Gothick archi-
teCture without changing the ftile, and that at the fame time a har=
mony may be produced without deftroying the connection of what is
alrﬂd}r built; in fhort, very great, noble and elegant thmgs may  be
done in the Gothick tafte, and, with proper attention, not prove fo
expenfive as may be imagined. Gibbs has alfo given another in-
ftance of this erroneous practice at Derby, where he has to a fine rich
Gothick fteeple, added a church of the Tufcan order, which he ex~
prefly fays, in his account of that work, is fuitable to the old fteepled:
This

t There iz an inftance of this abfurd mixture in the Gothick chapel at Eamﬁ,
where the fcreen, which fupports the organ-gallery is of the Doric order, and th.c
altar of the Corinthian; this laft is fo glaring an abfurdity, that it mult always

eftend the eyc of the judicious oblerver, Sir Henry Wootton, who arote that
3 excellent
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This account of the progrefs of architecture in England, cannot
be concluded with more propriety than by the mention of a name
which would do honour to any age or nation, and though his rank
in life will not permit his being clafled among architeés by profef-
fion, yet he undoubtedly merits, as a man of f{cience, the greateft
honour as an archite®t. The late Earl of Burlington was not
only the Mecenas of architeure, but was himfelf a great archi-
tect; he not only protected and encouraged the moft ingenious
men of this profeffion, but condefcended to put in practice the
great tafte and knowledge he poffeficd in {o eminent a degree.
‘He defigned the affembly houfe at York, the weft front of General
‘Wade's houfe in Burlington Gardens, the dormitory at Weftminfter-
{fchool, and repaired the church of St. Paul Covent Garden at his
own expence, in honour to the memory of his admired Inigo
Jones ; and as a further proof of his veneration for that great man,
‘he publifhed a moft noble collection of his defigns, a work that
does honour to his own tafte and to the Englith nation. This No-
‘bleman patronized Kent, who lived in his houfe, nor was his
‘patronage denied to others, many of whom he eftablithed and
favoured in a particular manner; in fhort, it may be faid that he
‘not only encouraged architets, but that it is entirely owing to him
that architeCture has any exiftence amongft us.

Engraving, is an invention which does incredible honour to the
‘moderns, and in point of utility, next to that of printing, is of
‘the utmoft confequence to mankind, fince by means of this art the
forms of many ufeful ingenious contrivances are preferved which
‘would otherwife be irrecoverably loft to pofterity, this art is the
“only one that can be faid to be actually in a flourifhing ftate among
“us, to affert the contrary would be an act of injuftice, but it muft
be remembered that it is entirely owing to the efforts of a few

:xctlimt book, entitled, Elements of ArchiteCture, was mafter of Eaton college,
but it cannot be fuppﬁﬁ:d this was executed in his time. The fchool allo is built in
the modern ftile, and faid to be the work of Inigo Jones, while the reft of the
‘buildings are entirely Gothisk. In our own times another of thefle abfurdities
has been introduced between the two palace yards at Weflminfter, clofe to the
“Hall, which is entirely out of character, and proves that the prefent age are little
better than the Goths they affect to defpife.

privﬂte
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private perfons, and not to any particular encouragement from
the great, that this branch of the polite arts is in a ftate fo
flourifbing. It was, according to Mr. Walpole's account, in-
troduced into this kindgom not long after its firlt difcovery, and
practifed with indifferent fuccefs, by a number of perfons whofe chief
performances were commonly confined to frontifpieces for books.
The celcbrated Faithorne, however, is very juftly ranked as the
foremoft of the engravers of this nation, and he certainly was a very
elegant and accurate artift, but as the gentleman who has honoured
his memory, (as well as many others who were not fo. deferving)
judicioufly obferves, the Englith engravers formerly had not the
opportunities they now have of copying the fineft pictures in the
univerfe; they very rarely engraved hiftorical fubjects or landfcapes;
and it is to be lamented that Faithorne, who drew admirably, had
not been employed by fome lover of the art, in engraving. fubjects
of more confequence, had this been done, it is impoffible to fay
what might have been produced by his labours, it is not to be
doubted but his works would have excelled or at leaft have
equalled the beft of the French engravers. The honourable au-
thor above-mentioned, to whom the arts will for ever ftand in-
debted, for the care and pains he has taken on their account,
has however, (I fuppofe, by the vaft difficulty of arranging and
digefting Mr. Vertue’s materials) omitted to do that juftice to feveral
Englith artiits in  this branch which they deferve, and whicﬁ
he certainly would have done had it not been owing to want

of better information. Certainly no living artift need with to

have a more candid and faithful biographer, and it is to be feared
that fucceeding candidates for fame, will hardly find one 0fh’is
rank, abilities and candour, to record their lives and perform-
ances. He has, however, to mention two inftances only, omitted to
give that due fhare of praife to the mezzotintos of George White,
which they undoubtedly deferved ; his head of Baptifte the flower
painter, is fuperior to oid Smith, or to any thing of the kind .ﬂ’“t
ever was executed ¥, Du Guernier, who for want of a due con~

# 1f the Englifh have not yet come up to the French in hiftorical engraving, they
have excelled the whole woild in the branches of archite@ure and mezzatinta, |
fideration
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fideration of his works, he has but flightly mentioned, was the
moft extraordinary engraver of fmall figures that ever was in this
country, not to mention that he was a man of genius allo, and
conftantly worked after bhis own defigns; his plates to Hughes's
edition of Spencer’s Fairy Queen are undoubted proofs of his
genius and execution, as indeed are his defigns and engravings in
general,

It having been before afferted, that the art of engraving is at
* this time in a flourithing ftate, it is of confequence fincerely to be
wifhed that the engravers themfelves would ufe their utmoft efforts
* to improve that degree of reputation they have already acquired,
‘in order to which they fhould perpetually keep in mind, that the
beft engravers have always been thofe who drew beft, that Faithorne
was an excellent draughtfman, that both the Whites were good
defigners, that old Smith not only drew well, but was conftantly
corrected by Sir Godfrey Kneller, and that Du Guernier was admir-
able in this great and eflential branch of the art. Drawing
is the foul of engraving, and it is certain that he who can draw
well will execute better and with more facility than he who with
infinite labour and the moft perplexing uncertainty, drudges at that
‘which nothing but patience, and the moft fervile helps, can poffibly
enable him to execute with any tolerable degree of reputation,

There is one dreadful evil attending the purfuits of this par-
ticular fet of artifts, which is extremely difcouraging, and that is,
want of fecurity in their property ; for the penalty inflicted by the act
pafled in their favour is fo inconfiderable, that it is hardly any impe-
.diment to piratical works. When one of thefe perfons therefore has
‘with great ingenuity, care and application, preduced a performance
which does his country and himfelf honour, and hopes to receive
the reward of his merit, fome wretch who is perpetually upon the
~watch fnr fuch an opportunity, caufes his work to be copied and
inftantly deprives him of every advantage he had hoped from its
_publication +; furely works of this kind ought to be fecured to the
.artilt and his heirs, or at leaft for a term equal to that allowed for

" % The circumftance is equally grievous with refpe& to copying models or original
cafts in plafter, which often prevents the publication of many inzenious productions

.in that way.
H literary
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literary produétions, for the ac of parliament is very infecure and
precarious by not decreeing cofts of fuits with damages. It would be
equally juftifiable, if after an honeft farmer had with infinite pains
and great expence manured and fown his land, fome rafcally

‘neighbour fhould wait the time of harveft and immediately cut

down his corn and put the produce into his own pocket, nor would
it be more juftifiable if through fear, this harpy waited until the time
of his deceafe, for in that cafe his heirs have an undoubted right to
the preduce of his labour ; and fhall the property of ingenious men
alone be thus expofed to the ravages of fuch mifereants without
hope of redrefs ? The man who is not pofleffed of a certain income
is exprefly forbid under fevere penalties, by the laws of this nation,
to deftroy the animal which has helped to confume his fubftance,
and in this cafe there is a near refemblance between the farmer and

engraver, the latter has no remedy, and muft be contented with

the glcanings of the field when he had an undoubted right to the
whole crop; that this is unhappily the cafe, is notorioufly verified
in regard to the works of one of the greateft mafters that
this or any other nation has produced. Mr. Hogarth's works
will be always valued and admired, and therefore ought to be
as much the property of his widow, as if their value had
been laid out in the purchafe of an eftate, of which it is

1o be prefumed no one could poffibly have deprived her, and yet

this lady has been compelled to inform the world that her pro-
perty has been invaded, (fhe might have added herfelf infulted)
and that the publick are in perpetual danger of being impofed upon
by fpuricus copies, and herfelf deprived of every advantage fhe
hoped would arife by the fale of the works of that inimitable mafter.
_ Tt'is greatly to be regretted that fuitable incouragement is not
given to one very noble and ufeful branch of this art, which
is that of engraving medals. This it is confefled cannot be done
any other way than by particolar appointments, as there could
not be a fufficient demand from the publick to render it worth
the while of any artift to dedicate his whole time to this parti-
cular part; a part, however, which to attain to in any degree of per-
fection, would undoubtedly demand the entire attention of a life

i
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if it were prolonged to double the number of years allotted
to mankind.,, The coins and medals of every country have
been looked upon as the diftinguithing marks of their rife, per-
fection and declenfion, and are to be confidered as fo many bricf
hiftories of the {tate of the arts at the time they were executed; No
aunals produce greater atchievements than thofe of Britain, nor
‘no nation has recorded in this manner {o inconfiderable a npumber,
- It has been afferted by fome French authors, that the Englith are
at leaft a century behind their nation in the polite arts, perhaps
when a proper allowance has been made for the vanity of that
people, we may not be found altogether fo far behind them as
they would chufe to throw us, but at the fame time we muft ac-
knowledge there is too much truth in that part of the affertion
which gives them the fuperiority in general over us.
. This fact beingallowed, it may be worth while to inquire into the
reafon of this fubqrdination, and to what caufe it is owing that we
have ever followed and ftill continue to follow, in this refpedt, a
nation which in many others we have an undoubted right to precede.
It cannot be owing to the want of genius or capacity, for genius
and capacity are alike diftributed to the inhabitants of the whole
earth, it muft therefore neceflarily proceed from the effects of habit
or cuftoms. It is an eftablithed maxim that cuftom is fecond nature,
and education with us is ufually founded on cuftom. It has been
cuftomary therefore with the Englith feldom to confider the inclina-
tion of their children, but indifcriminately to adopt the fame mode of
education without any kind of diftinction ; thus thofe whofe genius
leads them to the church, to the law, and to the arts, &c. and thofe
'who have no genius at all, are educated in the fame manner,
and are frequently, through the inattention or caprice of their parents,
placed in the very fituations which fhould have been avoided, and
in which they confequently can never make any kind of figure.
Indeed it is greatly to be lamented that education is not made a
publick concern, that is, that fome effectual method is not taken
to prevent perfons who are not qualified, from undertaking to teach
children fuch things as they themfelves are totally ignorant of, or
but very flenderly acquainted with. There have been more than
' H 2 one
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one inftance of fchool mafters who could not read. It is utterly
impoffible that genius or capacity can be national, though there

have not been wanting fome who have afferted this as a fact, and

who have been as liberal in the commendation of the genius of
the Italians and French, as they have been induftrious in decry-
ing that of their own countrymen; but thefe idolaters of foreign
genius ought to be informed that cuftom or the mode of education
has a greater fhare in the formation of this admired genius of
foreigners than they may perhaps be able to comprehend ; in order
to explain this matter more fully, let an infant be fuppofed to be
brought from China and educated in England, and it may be
ealily conceived that he will turn out as errant an Englithman, as
if he had been born of Englifth parents, his purfuits of whatever
kind will be perfectly Englith, nor can it be imagined that though
according to the fuppofition of the above-mentioned gentlemen,
fuch a perfon’s genius muft be purely Chinefe, that the porcelain

manufacture in this kingdom would receive any confiderable im-
provement from the acquifition of this extraordinary foreigner.

It has been granted that the ftate of the arts in France has the

fuperiority, but it has alfo been denied that the French poflefs any fu-
pm iority of genius. No one will prctcmi to fay that in refpect of learn-

ing or (cientifical knowledge, this nation cannot produce their equals
if not fuperiors, for literature and fcience conftitute a Britith educa-
tion: It will be found that England has produced men of extraor-
dinary erudition, and may with juftice boaft of the greateft names in
divinity, phyfick, law, mathematicks, &c. in poetry we have equalled
if not excelled other countries, and every Englithman refleéts on itwith
pleafure ; but unfortunately for painting, though we have painters in

-every branch equal in all, and fuperior in fome, yet the general cry

is, there is no painting in England, this is not the foil for painting.
Yet numberlefs inftances may be produced, that painters are net
wanting notwithftanding the many difadvantages the art now labours
under. In France they enjoy the advantage of every neceffary publick
citablithment that can any way cultivate or improve the polite arts
which by cuftom or habit, are become a neceflfary as well as
beneficial part of education. In England no fuch eftablifhment

exifls,

.
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exifts, inftead of meeting with encouragement and cultivation, the
arts are left to ftruggle for themiclves (fome fecble efforts of the
fociety in the Strand excepted) and inftead of their being made a
“of education, the youth of this country are only drenched
with the dead languages until their ftomachs loath and naufeate
every thing that wears the appearance of tafte and knowledge, and
confequently, inftead of encouragers of learning and arts, they in
time become only the patrons of buffoons, cheats and horfe-courfers.
To this effential defect therefore in point of education is entirely
owing that injurious circumftance {o often and fo juiftly complained
‘of by the ingenious artifts of this country, namely, want of en-
couragement ; for how is it poffible, (let his rank in life beever fo

much elevated) that any man fhould become a competent judge

-of what it is utterly impofiible, from his want of education, he can
‘ever truly underftand ? He who can only read his mother tongue
will never be able to explain a paflage in a Latin author, nor
can it be expefted that the Nobleman who is utterly ignorant
_of the polite  arts can form a proper judgment of an ingenious
-performance, or eftimate with propriety the reward he thould beftow
on the artift who has laboured to give him pleafure, which he
‘knows not how to enjoy, and which for that very reafon, he will
'be at a lofs how to recompence in a manner fuitable to his own
dignity and the merit of the artit. 1f itis indifpen{ibly neceffary
that an artift thould, by unwearied application and unremitted ftudy,
make himfelf a mafter of the art he profefics in order to render
his works worthy the approbation of the great, is it not equally
neceflary that his employer, who ought to be fuppofed his fuperior
in every refpect, fhould be furnithed with at leaft as much
knowledge of the art he patronizes as will inable him to form a

Jjudgment of the degree of excellence with which it is executed.
There is another confideration why it may be wifhed that tafte
.and judgment was more cultivated among the great, it would
be the means, in all probability, of relcuing numbers of ingenious
-artifts in inferior branches from a mean dependance on the tyrrany
of mercepary tradefmen, who (though the very: means of their
exiftence is owing to the labours of thefe artifts) treat them with
a
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a rigour and contempt more unreafonable than that exercifed by
the Algerines over their {laves, becaufe this treatment is mﬂxﬁed
upon thefe men in a land of liberty.

But in whatever degree of eftimation the genius of the peopl::
of England may be held by fome who affect to defpife it,
thus much is certain, that there is not a greater dearth of
genius among the artifts, than of tafte and judgment among thofe
upon whom they depend for encouragement, and it may be fafely
pronounced that whenever tafte and judgment gain ground arﬁi.‘:-iig
the great, genius in its brighteft form will be found in the
tions of the artifts of this kingdom. When it is confidered in w&u
univerfal efteem the arts have been held in France for more
than a century paft, when it is confidered that the French nnhlh?,
inftead of holding the ingenious men of their own nation in cm.
tempt, have vied with each other in admiring and encour
every attempt towards the cultivation of the arts, and from a
national affection have believed, and perfuaded others to belicve, that

their own countrymf:u are more ingenious and more capable than

any other people in Europe; it cannot be wondered that the arts
have made fo great a progrefs among them, indeed, confidering the
encouragement that has been given, it is more to be wondered
that they have not excelled in a greater degree, more efpecially
in painting, for in engraving no nation has yet equalled 1!:!:
French. ;
From what has been faid relative to the encouragement given to
the French artifts by the nobility of that kingdom, it is natural
to turn our eyes towards our ‘own country and confider how and
in what manner artifts and their works are treated among us, < 1f it
fhould be faid that the arts are totally negletted in Great-Britain,
and that no encouragenment is given to the profeflors, it would be
coing an abfolute injuftice to many of the nobility and perfuﬁ' of
fortune who are known to be men of tafte and judgmfnt, and who have
not only abilities to difcover merit wherever merit is to to be found,
but have fpirit and generofity to reward it equal to that afaﬂy
nation whatever ; to point out thefe would be to expole our country
by difcovering the deplorable inequality of number between thofe

3 who
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who have real tafte and thcle who have none at all. Thofe among
the great who love andencourage the arts are, and ought to be admired,
thofe who neither love nor encourage them, becaufe nature or educa-
tion has denied them the happinefs of underftanding them, are to
be pitied, but thofe who are defirous of poffefling works of inge-
nuity and at the {fame time are mean fpirited enough to endeavour
at the gratification of their withes by debafing the work and deftroy-
1ing the artift, ought to be detefted; if there are any fuch, how
mean, how wretched and defpicable muft they appear, how infi-
nitely below the general character of Englithmen, and to what pitiful
fhifts muft fuch as thefe be put in order to gratify their vanity and at
the fame time fpare their purfes; who, under the fpecious pretence of
becoming Mecznas’s of thearts, fet forth, in the moft pompous man-
ner, that their doors fhould fly open at the approach of men of genius,
that their. bults, ftatues and piGtures, thould be fubfervient to the ufes
and ftudies of every one who was defirous of improvement but
was deftitute of fuch helps; it cannot be denied but fuch a propofal
would have a very plaufible appearance ; but how, if it thould after-
wards be found, that all this parade of patronage thould be directed
by mean felfith views, with an intent of bringing up a number of
needy young perfons, who from the nature of their ftudies fhould
be enabled to gratify their vanity in the embellithment of their
‘houfes at under rates ; {urely fuch a conduét would be truly de-
'fpicablci but there is no accounting for what vanity and avarice
‘.might be tempted to do, and it is to be believed and hoped, that
no fuch practice will ever be countenanced in a country where the
truly great pique themfclves upon their generofity and honour.
There is a certain fet of people who, to all outward appearance,
are prndiginus lovers and encouragers of the arts, the number of in-
genious works of living artifls to be found in their collections befpeak
them to be no lefs; but alas! it is quite the reverfe, thefe men
inftead of being encouragers are the greateft enemies an artift can
poffibly encounter, they value themfelves upon the pofieflion of
whatever is curious, but at the fame time they value themfelves
upon their artin making purchafes at a low rate; at the very
time they are extolling the merits of fuch a piGure, they canpot
help exulting and informing you how little it coft,
One
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One of thefe,when he meets with any thing he is defirous of pofiel-
fing, will hang about the artift day after day, he will praife one part,
and find fault with all the reft, he will endeavour to prejudice him
againft his own performance, and when once he has lured him
into fuch a fituation, makes a merit of taking it off his hands
for little or nothing, at the fame time perhaps advifing him to
do fomething in this or that manner, in the execution of which,
if he is fuccefsful, he may probably have the ill-fortune to be
cajoled out of it by his pretended friend, by the fame method.
But furely thefe men, at the very time they are thus meanly prac-
tifing every little art to undervalue the performances of ingenious
men, are defeating their own purpofes, they are defirous of becom-
ing the pofleflors of works of art, and they purchafe them to adorn
their houfes, and at the fame time to gratify their vanity, but furely
no man of real tafte would like to have it faid that his cabinet was
filled with trifling decorations of little value, that he indeed made a
great {how, but that his whole collection coft him-a mere trifle, and
was not worth any one’s confideration ; this would fting his vanity
and mortify him fufficiently, for the truth of the matter is, while
thefe works of art are the property of the artifts who brought
them into being, they are worth but little, but when once they are
transferred to one of thefe the cafe is widely different, they,then
become matchlefs, ineftimable, and are confidered in quite another
light than they had hitherto been, becaufe their prefent poffeffor
is'a man of fortune. There is hardly a living ‘artilt to be found,
who, if he was called upon, could not produce fufficient vouchers
in proof of what has been advanced ; on the contrary, there are a
very few, who, to their eternal honour, are the reverfe of thefe, and
out of real love for the arts and artifts, have formed collections of
the works of living mafters at a great expence, and who may
therefore be juitly elteemed patrons and encouragers of the polite arts;

One gentleman of rank, in particular, whofe name cannot be men-
tioned with propriety, has appropriated a room in his houfe for the
reception of Englifh merit. Was this fingularly noble example to be
followed by the great, it is not to be doubted but the good cffeéts
that would be produced by fuch encouragement would foon become
vifible, and prove the means of putting a ftop to the inundation of

foreign
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foreign trumpery which is continually pouring in upon this wealthy
ifland, and fweeping off in its torrent the manure which {hould
be applied for the nurture and cultivation of the more ingenious
part of its inhabitants. It is not here meant to infinuate, that good
pictures or good ftatues, becaufe they are foreign, ought to be de-
fpiled, on the contrary fuch are avaluable acquifition to this country
as recommertd themdelves either for the goodnefs of the defign,
or for.the mechanical part of their execution, the value of which
is perhaps beft underftood and admired by artifts who have
made thofe parts their particular ftudy; but pictures which have
the fanction of .coming from abroad daily fell at a prodigious rate,
without any other character of recommendation than that of un-
couth exoticks. Even the ancient Greeks and modern Romans
produced wery indifferent as well as very great artifts, and in our
fimes the works of the moft defpicable of thefe performers are
purchafed at exorbitant prices, only becaufe they were done by
a man who has perhaps lain and mellowed a century or two in
his grave.

- It has been faid that the fociety in the Strand, have made fome
feeble efforts towards the encouragement of the arts, and as fome
may poflibly think this expreffion was meant as a refle€tion-upon that
fociety,"it becomes neceffary to explain its meaning. That the fociety
meant to encourage the-polite arts, cannot admit of a doubt, but that
the method they took to bring about fo noble and defirable an event
was ilijudged and badly conducted, will not perhaps be fo candidly
admitted. The great fource of complaint among the artifts of this
kingdom has ever been the want of encouragement, not a de-
ficiency of numbers. There have always been ingenious men, but
there has not always been employments for them fuitable to their
genius and abilities. The great error of the fociety therefore was this,
they fet out as if there really had been no artifts at all exifting in
England, they (if the expreffion may be allowed) beat the drum
for recruits and immediately raifed an army of raw unexperienced
foldiers, who like thofe raifed from the ferpents teeth fown by Cad-

mus, ‘were to cut one another to picces, and if any furvived, the
1 plunder

LT



b

LONDON AND 4

plander of the war (which was the premiums) being adjufted, they:
were of courfe to be difbanded and left to fhift for themfelves.
The fociety inftead of giving pecuniary rewards for the ftudy of
hiftorical painting, fhould have beftowed honorary ones, and endea-
voured by fome method to have promoted the fale of the productions.
of the prefent profeflors, who by being thus encouraged would
not have failed of bringing up a fufficient number of pupils to fuc-
ceed them, of whofe abilities they would undoubtedly have been
the beft judges.

What muft have been the confequence if hlﬁoncal painting, (tho
promoting of which feems to have been the chief aim of the fociety):
had been clofely purfued by thefe young artifts? What churches, whag
publick buildings, what ftair-cafes, are now painted, by which: they
might have procured employment? Pictures are banifhed from the
former, and the two latter are filled with ftucco,or covered with paper.
It may be urged, that to purfue the ftudy of hiftorical compofition
i to become a mafter in every other branch of painting, as that
alone comprehends all the reft. But why (hould we multiply artifts®
If there was not encouragement for a few before, will the ftudy alone
of hiftorical compofition prove .the means of providing for ten
times their number? By the method the fociety took. for the ens
couragement of the. polite arts, it will appear that by the conflu~
ence of thofe who might be feduced, by the expe@ation of
pecuniary rewards - from  the fociety, the polite arts inftead,
of being benefited would be only rendered fubfervient to the.
mtchamcal *, as thofe who could: not pofiibly {ubfft b}f the one-

i

* What melancholy confequences would follow from fuch a dependance, cannot:
perhaps be better illuftrated than by the following fa&t, relating to the ingenious pro-
feflors of coach-painting. It feems that the tyranny of the coach-makers, over
this body of artifts is infupportable. That fraternity, not content with a moderate pro-
fit upon a part they are unable to execute themfelves, make a common pra&ice of:
doubling and fometimes trebling the charge to their employers, and at the fame time
continue by all poflible methods to reduce and undervalue the produéions of thefe
ingenious people ; who, exclufive of their labour, furnifh oil, gold and colours, for the-
feveral purpofes of coach-painting. Nay fome of them have gone fo far as to employ-
inferior artifts in their own houfes, and demand the fame exorbitant price for their
work as they charged vpon that of the ableft performers. That it may not be faid atk

this-
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to fly for relief ‘to the other f. "In faft ‘the fociety in rcﬁ:ae:&
to its prefent plan, fo far as it regaids the polite arts, may be very
juftly compared to a greer ‘houfe, in which every plant thrives and
flourifhes, but upon heing tranfplanted into the open air becomes
inftantly chilled, and is 'defiroyed by the feverity of the tlimate.
The Ladies of Great-Britain have alone done infinitely ‘more for
the profeflors of miniature painting, than the fociety have done for
all the branches of painting together, becaufe, by wearing bracelets,
they have at once promoted the art and rewarded the labour of
the artift. This reflexion indeed naturally leads to another extremcly
difpleafing, which is that whenever the fluGtuation of fafhion "re-
quirés this ornamental part of drefs thould be laid afide, though fome
may ftand their ground, many very ingenious perfons will be obliged
to feek other means for fubfiftance.

' The French, whom we copy in their vices and follies, and
whnfe virtues we re_|e£t have, as has been before obferved, a

'ﬂm is mere aflertion, it is ncccﬂ'ar}r to give one inftance out of many, which is ‘4
faét thar cannot be invalidated,.—A perfon of diftinction having given orders to his
ﬂqal:h-maktr to make him_a carriage, at the fame time directed him to employ 2
l:i:rﬁm whom he named, the Coach-maker obeyed this command, and the work
being compleated, he orﬂcr:d the painter to bring in his bill; which, upon béing pro-
duced, amounted to twelve pounds. Itis impoffible to defcribe the coach-maker's rage;

he exclaimed bitterly againit the exorbitancy of the charge, and gave the painter to

underftand, that he would not have dared to make fuch a demand but upon the
prcﬁ;mptmn of his being a preferred man. But mark the end. The painter being

acquainted in the nobleman’s family, and rather curious to know what this moderate

man would demand for his labour, obtained a fight of the coachmaker’s bill; who
charged the mobleman, thirty pounds for painting and gilding. This was fome
fatisfattion to the artilt, however, as he thereby dilcovered the motives which had
fo greatly difturbed the coach-maker, which amounted only to this, that he had
'Eﬂt fomething lefs by the job than he expe®ed. Certainly the greateft emolument

ought to arife to that profefion where the greateft abilities are required, if this was
but rightly confidered, it would be a great advantage to the public as well as to many
ingenious perfons who are now depreft, and whofe works would be more elegant
and better executed,

4 So far had this paffion for raifing youth to the arts of defign been carried, that
it was propofed at a meeting of the artilts at the Foundling-Hofpital, that they fthould
inftruét the children at that place, and infifted upon it even after the gentleman who
made . the propofal was informed, that there were numbers of ingenious men who
w&tually at that time were deftitute of employment,

I 2 laudable
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laudable partiality for the works of their own artifts, snd Lewis
the Fourteenth, by giving encouragement to the profefiors, not only
raifed painting and fculpture, but all the arts dependant thereon,
nor did be wait until the youth of his country were trained up,
but by employing the then prefent profeflors, he gave encourage-
ment to the young men, who might reafonably expect to. find the
{ame or greater if they excelled, and who in the mgan time received:
honorary inftead of lucrative rewards. By this means he raifed the
arts to 2 height - unknown in that = nation before his reign,
which has been maintained with very little difference to the pre~
fent time. : .

Lewis the fourteenth's  patronage of the arts, at the head
of which he placed the celebrated Le Brun, was of the utmofb
importance to the French nation. It was next to an impoffibility
that the royal countenance, feconded by the abilities of fo great a
matfter, fhould fail of bringing the polite arts into.cfteem. and repu-
tation. And what was at firft, perhaps confidered as a matter of no
moment, or at lealt of no concern to the people, in the end was
found to beof.the utmoft utility. Fhe immenfe fums that have fince-
been drawn from all parts of Europe for the purchafe of paintings,
ftatues, prints and other works of art, is a convincing proof that.

the encouragement of ingenious artifts is of valt importance to a flate,
as well as benefit to fuch individuals as are endowed with powers to-

execute works fo interefting, pleafing and profitable. As a proof,
among innumerable others, of the encouragement given to painting:
in France, in every particular branch of the art, and of the advan-
tage arifing from fuch encouragement to that nation, it need only-
be mentioned that the celebrated Vernet, (undoubtedly in his way.
one of the firft painters in the world), is at this time, by order of the
King, painting all the fea-ports in France, for which. he is paid.
three hundred pounds fterling each picture; from thefe paintings:
are engraving a noble fet of prints by Le Bas, which do honour to-
the French, and are eagerly bought up by our own and every
other nation in Europe. It is evident from this one inftance, that the.
cultivation of the arts is of prodigious advantage to a country,

fince



WESTMINSTER IMPROVED.

" fince the profit accruing from works of this kind is very great, they
are the produce of mere induftry and application, not of expence,
and a fingle theet of paper, the manufacture allp of France, is by
this means encreafed perhaps to the value of half a guinea or more,
which, the expence of paper and printing excepted, is clear
gain to the publick, 1
* The appointment of the moft ingenious artifts to the fuper-
intendancy of publick works carries more weight then  the
generality of mankind may be willing to allow*. Le Brun was
not only the prefident of the Royal academy, but was alfo chief
direCtor of the King’s manufadtures at the Gobelines, and it
will hardly be afferted that thofe works were not carried into
execution with more tafte and elegance from his appointment,
than if an inferior perfon, with little or no knowledge in the
arts of defigning, had been employed to direct them, In Great-
Britain, the defigning and fuperintendancy of wozks. ariginally in-
tended to be magnificent and elegant, is generally given te per-
fons utterly unacquainted with the meaning even of the words;
how is it poffible then that any work of that kind fhould be pro-
duced among us? 1f a magnificent edifice is to be eretted, a com.
mon builder, little if any thing fuperior to a carpenter or bricklayer,
in point of tafte or knowledge, is confulted, inftead of a regular
archite& ; if an efegant garden or pleafure ground is to be laid out,
a gardener whofe utmoft knowledge is confined to the nature of
the growth and culture of {hrubs, plants and trees, is called
in, inftead of confulting the landfcape painter, whofe ftudies

* How much more valuable 2 manufattory would Birmingham be (as well as
many otlers) to this nation, if it was in the hands of people of tafte! at prefent,
quantity not quality feems principally to be confidered, and' every thing is loaded
with much confufed and fuperfluous work, which is fallly called ornament, when
lefs labour, guided by judgment, would be much better, and every article be rendered
more valuable by its elegant fimplicity in fhape and form, and the expence of that
unnecellary labour might be added to the quality of the materials, as the making
things cheap and good is of infinite advantage to commerce, as cheap and bad
are certainly the contrary. It is not therefore to be wondered at if the French
fhould fupplant us in moft manufaétories, when it is fo well known that they make
elegance fo much their fludy; and that tafte is fo little regarded by us, the want
of which cannot but lead us into many ablurdities,

relate
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relate immediately to the fubject, and who is therefore the perfon
who fhould be confulted 4. Nor is the dccaratmn of . the interior

parts

+ It is-entirely owing to want of tafte among perfons of diftin@ion, that the dif-
pofition of their pardens is left to people utterly unfit for fuch employments:
A painter always confiders every objedt as a picture, and accuftoms himfelf to a
critical examen of the parts of fuch objells, by which means he acquires an habitual
method -of adopting what he finds beautiful and rejecting every thing that appears
abfurd, inelegant or trifling, This praétice of confidering objefls it is apprehended is
very little attended to by any but painters, much lefs can it be expedted from' mere!
gardeners, whofe ftudies are chiefly direéled to objects in which they are - more imme-
diately concerned. The management of the kitchen garden, ralfmg of ﬂnwm, :.:}
the care of nurleries, are things which generally demand all their attention,
which if they underﬂand thﬂmughf}r is all that ought to be expected from them, but
tafte feems to be an affair very foreign to their bufinefs, and confequently not to be
looked for among people of their profeflion, Such a perfon can have no more idea of
what is by painters called effect, than a painter can have of the whole bufinefs of a gar-.
dener. But as there are pretenders in moft branches of bufinefls’ who affeé to under-
{tand things quite foreign to their own, fo there are gardeners who pretend to be archi=
tects, but then their works generally difcover themfelves to be the produiions of thefe
fons of earths A good painter however will hardly ever fail, let the fituation be ever
{o bad, to prndul:e fomething piturefque, and the beft dlfpﬂﬁ:d pleafure gmunds
parks, &c. in this kingdom were defigned by the late Mr. Kent, who was a Pmn_
ter, and was the firft whu ventured to- attack and cut up the Dutch mmmd-pms‘nf
Bridgman, and others of the fame fublime tafte and genjuss

It is impoffible to lay down any particular rules for the tllfpoﬁtiﬂ-n of gardens, &l‘:.
us fo much depends upon fituation, however it may not be improper to point out
from two well known examples, what appears in each of them to be cither beauties
or defef@s, and to which and upon what account the preference is due. Richmond
and Kenfington gardens are both flat fituations, the former is very. much: confinedy
and confequently has very little variety, it has no command of the country,. ‘hlﬁ
is fhut out on all fides, except from the terrace, which gives a fine view
the Thames, Sion-Houfe, &c. and a very bad one of the backs of the miferable
houfes at Brentford, which ought to be hid, the extent of thefe gardens is very.
great, and yet it no where conveys an idea of fpacioulnefs, nor is there one open-
ing from the garden to let in the leaft object to entertain and divert the eye, Iané:
the whole is a tirefome round of famenefs and infipidity.

Variety is the foul of dcﬂgn, but it is not the affe@ed twilting of ['erp:nu.ue
walks that can alone produce it. The inequality of the ground is the
affair, but where nature has denied that advantage, fpace judicioufly u‘m‘odgu
with varicty may be fubftituted, and produce, if not a very ftriking, ].rct an

agrecable effect. Richmond Park is a happy fpot in this refpect, every ftep parof!qce
s new feene, and greatly entertains and inftead of t'angutng the eye; however
cannot be obtained in Richmond garden, and confequently is not to be looked for:,

2 henﬁngtm
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parts of ‘buildings better confidered; the hiftorical painter “is ftill
lefs attended to than either of thefe, the grandeur of whofe defigns
is certainly adapted to works of that kind. Inftead of being re-
quired to give his affiftance, his part is ufually fupplied by a paper
hanging maker and two or three workers in ftucco.

'Frnmﬁhdthas been already faid it will appear, that the polite
arts are very far from being in that flourithing ftate with us, which
might natarally be expected in a country abounding in riches, and
:n whmhnn expence is fpared in whatever is intended by perfons
_ﬁfi:ﬁﬂ:?'ﬁgfqn,l'eifll_ef_ to fuit their convenience or gratify their vanity,
Tt might’ be imagined, that thefe motives alone would be fufii-
cient to have raifed the arts, becaufe the arts, in every countr}
but our own, are confidered as the means of gratifying every

"k’enﬁﬁgmn' Garden, as was before obferved, is not better fituated than that

of Richmond, nor- can boaft any thing like the terrace, it is alfo.much’ confined

as to diftant. views, but its interior parts are much better laid out, and have
a more airy appearance, there is a variety of fpacious openings, and the whole
together conveys no idea of confinement, which is the great fault of Richmond

Garden. This appearance of confinement in the country, is certainly wrong,,

where every thing fhould comduce to -give an air of chearfulnefs and liberty,
Upon the whole therefore,: this garden, in  point of defign and  difpofition,
is preferable to that of Richmond, and excepting the noble terrace, is in every
refpet vatly fuperior, s

If therefore the hand of art were fuffered to guide the progreffive improvements

of uncultivated fituations, ‘we fhould féon fee the good effelts of it in the multiplied:

inftances of acquired beauties in every nobleman’s garden. Ingenuity will fupply
every deficiency of nature, will extendthe profpect, or encréafe the plantations, will
erect a temple, or variegate the parterre, will introduce a cafcade, or conceal any
thing difpl:a.ﬁng. The moft elegant villa will appear to the greateft advantage, when
the environs, whether park, garden, or pleafure-ground, are laid out with genius; I
mean where the afliftances of art vifibly reduce the wild luxuriancies of uncultivated
barbarity to  pleafing and agreeable forms; where you are equally furprifed at the
fkill of the actift and the aftonithing contraft of its original appearance. For
a fituation thus improved, is as much the true image of nature in perfeltion, as
the Venus of Medicis.is an exalt reprefentation of the various graces that conflitute
the figure of perfect beauty, and a fkilful artift would no more deviate from this
principle, than he would prefer the moft low, abfurd or nafty fubjeét that ¢'er
difgraced a Dutchman’s pencil, to the fublime choice of the divine Raphac!l.
' defire
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defice  of this nature; unfortunately, however, painting is dif-
couraged in every branch, except that of portraits ; fculpture, from
a want of knowledge in thofe who fhould encourage it, feems to
be in a very declining way, and architeGture, inftead of gaining
ground, feems to be retreating backwards fo very faft, that, in a
few years it may be expe@ed, when a nobleman wants a defign
for a palace, one may. be offered him according to the primitive,
fimple and truly antique tafte, compofed of nothing but fticks and
dirt. In fupport of fuch a fuppofition, let the prefent tafte of archi-
tecture be confidered impartially, and it will be found that nothing
1s left for invention, nothing for improvement; the models of
Greece and Rome are the ftandard of Englifh architeGture, una]t:l-
rably fixed as fuch, and the inhabitants of this climate muft be
contented to peep out of fuch holes as were contrived by thofe
people to fcreen them from. the influence of the fun, which in ours
is fcarcely feen half the year. However this method, and the orna-
ments dependant thereupon, are jimple, chafle and in the frue
JEile, and it would be confidered by a perfon of wiru, as little lefs
than blafphemy, to propofe the leaft innovation, though conve-
nience and propriety are facrificed. It is true, the prefent age has re-
fined a little upon the matter; fome antiquities in Greece, of
which the more diftant- ages were ignorant, or, which is fall
as probable, did not think worth their notice, have been ran-
facked and adopted as the moft perfr.& models of tafte in modern
architecture.

The powers of inventive genius are, at this time fo very little
attended to, and the examples of Greece and Rome fo firmly efta-
blithed, that nothing more is required to model a youth of moderate
parts into a complete architect, than to put him apprentice either to
a bricklayer, mafon, or carpenter, under whofe tuition he will
acquire the great art of {coring firait lines, and fetting off their pro-
portion by fcale and compals, His fervitude being ended, thus
accomplifhed and furnithed with the Rudiments of Architecture,
he may be fent to Rome, and after he has fpent the ufual time
allotted for traverfing that city, he may caufe it to be inferted in the

London
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_London papers; that M, Trowel, the celebrated archite, on account
of his vaft abilities, has had prodigious honours conferred upon bin,
ﬂnﬂ:ﬁhﬂﬁ*hﬂ fhortly. intends to re-vifit his native country, to which he
. will na.doubt do incredible: honour. The trumpet. haying been thus
- prope erly founded, and the architect furnifhed in a f{uitable manner
F a collection of drawings of the beft Italian mafters in that (cience,
;ahn‘mngn venture to make his appearance in London. His next bufinels
_is to decorate his houfe with this borrowed plumage, and then get
. fome friend to beat the drum; and {tan the publick with encomiums
_upon this prodigy of art. This naturally will induce fome perfon of
.ddhn&aon to take a peep at this phenomenon, and if he'is pof-
fefled of the leaft fpark of wirtd, he will become almoft petrified
‘with amazement, and, in the ardour of aftonithment, enquire where
this great creature has been hitherto buried ? The anfwer is obvi-
%.ous, Mr. Trowel is juft ‘arrived from Rome! You {ee every thing
.is perfectly Italian, bis drawings, hisair, bis cloaths, his fervants,
all Italian—Braviflimo ! ‘he muft undoubtedly be a great genius,
M. Trowel’s name is up, and he may go to bed when he pleafes.
. Bat, tobe ferious, whereis the necefiity of this parade of going
‘to Rome, is-there a building,’ or even a fragment of a building in
“Greece or Italy, of which we have not accurate draughts and mea-
fures? and is it not from thefe refources that every modern building
/s compiled without variation, and without the leaft attempt at no-
"ﬂ'hj' or invention -k ? It 'is very much to be queflioned, 'if fuch an

% It is not hereby meant to decry or explode the eftablithed orders of Grecian and
ROIIIM architeture, and introduce whim, caprice and gothicifm in their {tead,
It 1s dnry intended to inforce this known truth, that it certainly requircs tafte and
genius in the combination of the different orders to produce grandeur and elezance,
and that with refpect to the ornamental parts of architeGure they' fhould be left
.entirely. to the judgment of the defigner, who ought always to conflider the nature of
the hq,uldmg, and the purpofe for which it is intended, without perpetually fearching
for antique ornaments, which might with great propricty be adapted to the buildings

“from which they are borrowed, bt are terribly mifapplied by fome modern archite@s.

yHow abfurd and ridiculous would it appear, if one of thefe was to adorn a church with
uthe headsof oxen, pateras and axes, fuitable decorativns in a beathen temple, but
_in a chriftian country, only to be employed with propriety in a butcher’s fhop or
ﬂaughtur houle.

i K attempt
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attempt was to be made, whether a thorough bred connoiffear
would vouchfafe to beftow a fecond look upon fuch a defign ?

But this being the cafe, what becomes of genius and invention,
is the farce of an architeét’s having been at Rome to fupply the
want ‘of thefe, and to exclude every attempt of introducing no-
velty and elegance, becaufe it is not of foreign extraltion? It thould
feem that people of diftinCtion in England are come to a deter-
mination to admire nothing but copies either in painting or archi-
teGture, and therefore load the kingdom with the one, and their
cabinets with the other. In this view of the fiate of architecture,
it may not be improper to fuppofe a perfon of diftinction, whe,
with every other requifite for forming a great character, fhould
alfo be pofiefled of a thorough knowledge in building, and that this
perfon fhould, in conformity to his own ideas of novelty and ele-
gance, require a defign for a fuperb edifice out of the common
method of practice ; it is likewife to be fuppofed that he fhould be
recommended for this purpofe to two architects both eminent in
their profeffion, but, with this difference, that one had been in
Italy, and the other had not. The queftion is, from which of
thefe it is to be prefumed he would be moft likely to obtain what
he wanted; that is, a defign in which grandeur, elegance and
variety {hould unite to produce a whole which fhould be new, har-
monious and regular? It may with the greateft reafon be pre-
fumed, that he whofe ideas had been lealt confined and fhackled
with the prejudices of a foreign tafte would be the perfon pre-
ferred, for the infurmountable paffion for Greek and Roman ex-
amples, would prevent the one from ftriking out any thing which
was not ftrictly conformable to them, and confequently he could
produce nothing which had not been feen before ; the other, blinded
by no fuch prejudices, would give bis imagination free fcope, and by
a bold attempt to foar upon his own wings, produce fomething
which if it did not perhaps quite reach the idea of his employer,
would at leaft fatisfy him much better, and thefe trials by being often
repeated, muft unavoidably produce things new, great, noble and

fingular,
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- If Shakefpeare had been fettered by the rules of the ancients,
his plays would have been more corredt, but they would have
been proportionably infipid, and the poetical wanderings of that great
Author abundantly recompence the want of attention to the rules
of the ancient dramatick writers. ,

¢ The qualifications of a perfe& architect are very extenfive, ac-
cording to Vitruvius ; and certainly there is a great deal more re-
quired than the bare knowledge and capacity of a mere mechanick,
to make an able artift. - William of Wickham, Inigo Jones, Sir
Chl‘ifhphet Wren, Sir James Thornhill; Sir John Vanbrugh, Lord
Burlington, it is well known, were all men of a liberal education,
well verfed in the elements of fcience, and therefore knew fomething
more than fcoring of ftrait lines; they had, if I may fo exprefs
it, the feeds of invention in them, and were not mere compilers
from books, like many of the prefent age, who are no more than
mere: mechanical architets, totally ignorant of every branch of
learning proper to lead them into the knowledge of defign. Almoft
every one. now, who can but make fhift to draw neat lines, and
is furnilhed with a few books to borrow from, fets up for an
archite&, his productions are dignified with the term invention,
and, with many, pafs current for fuch, though when examined by
the judicious and difcerning, they are found to be nothing elfe
than fervile imitations of what had been done before,

« Nothing can fet the prefent  ftate of architefture in a better
light and more explain the eftimation in which it is held by peo-
ple of fathion, than a tranfattion which a&tually fell within the
obfervation of the Author, who having fome bufinefs to tranfact
for a gentleman of fortune, was by him directed to call at a par-
ticular part of the town and confult with bis architeét, about an affair
of fome confequence in a building which the gentleman was at
that time ere&ing. The Author according to the direction given him
waited upon the architet, but it is ealier to guels than defcribe
his aftonifhment, when upon his approaching the houfe of this
artift, he difcovered that he not only built houfes for the living,
but was alfo employed in the conftru&tion of thofe in which the

dead are ufually depofited ; in fhort, he was a coflin-maker. And
; K 2 indeed
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indeed when it is confidered in what a flight wretched manner the
greateft part of the new buildings are ereled, it may be very juitly
furmifed, that there are not an-inconfiderable number of coffin-
makers who follow this profeffion, perhaps with a view to their
original bulinefs, hoping they may not only bury people in the ruins
of their own houfes, but alfo decently inter thofe whom they have
fo ingenioufly contrived to releafe from the troubles and difficulties
of this tranfitory life. ‘The foregoing inftance ferves admirably
well to thew the eftimation in which architectare is at prefent held,,
but to defign a building is one thing, and merely to put that defign
in execution, another; however, to fave a trifling expence, he that
can only (and that too with difficulty) execute under the direGion
of an artift, is generally preferred to do that, of which he has no.
comprehenfion, and confequently can never underftand, and which
will of courfe be executed accordingly.

If what has been before afferted, in thefe reflexions on the fate of
the arts, is allowed to be true, that cuftom or habit, or in other words,
the effe@s of different fyftems of education, produce what is called
a fuperiority of genius in one nation more than in another, and if
what has been alfo afferted is allowed that in the mode of education’
purfued in Great-Britain, men of genius have been produced equal
at' leaft, if not fuperior to thofe of other countries, it follows
in order to prove the equality of our genius in every refpe, and
to give free fcope to young minds, that the prefent fyftem of edu~
cation fhould be altered, not contracted but enlarged. In purfuit of
the attainments of learning and {cience no innovations fhould be
made, That genius of every kind fhould have free liberty of
exerting its powers is what every one who withes well to his
country muft certainly defire. Why then it may be afked,
are the polite arts neglected, or rather banithed from our uni=
verfities? Is the ftudy of a knowledge, which creates admiration
in every gentleman who pofleffes it, beneath the dignity of thofe
great feminaries of learning? Is not every nobleman or perfon
of fortune who has acquired a competent degree of tafte in the
polite arts, efteemed and venerated in a particular degree, becaufe
he has rendered himfelf mafter of fo delightful and ornamental a

part
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part of ufeful knowledge ? It cannot be doubted that if a foundation
was eftablithed in each of the univerfities, for the ftudy of the
lite arts, to be condudied in the fame manner with thofe already
founded for the attainments of the greater branches of knowledge,
we fhould in a very fhort time perceive the prodigious advantages
which would arife from fuch an eftablithment. Our young No-
bility, by being fcientifically taught the theory of the arts, of which
they are in time to become the patrons and protectors, would be
thereby enabled to judge for themfelves inftead of being obliged to
truft to the judgment of ‘others. It is not very common for perfons
df exalted rank to become authors, or to publifh fyftems, nor is it
expected they fhould; their ftation in life and the important con-
cerns of their country, ufually demand the greateft part of their at-
tention ; but the tafte and knowledge they have acquired by a fupe-
rior education always enables them to judge of the works of others,
who are either impelled by their genius, or urged by their circum-
ftances, to inftruct or entertain mankind. In proportion as the
knowledge of the polite arts gains ground ameng perfons of rank,
in the fame proportion will the execution of them rife among the
fuberdinate part of the people. No one would dare to offer a work
uaworthy the attention of his patron, nor would a man of true tafte
and fcientifick knowledge deign to beftow a thought upon what
was beneath his notice. This therefore would truly excite emulation,
and in the fame degree that tafte and judgment was found among
the great, in the fame degree would excellence be produced among
the artifts. If a gentleman who had a liberal education and is natu-
rally endowed with a good underftanding, is fuppofed to be a judge
of a fine poem or other piece of writing, and to tafte the beauties
Jor difcover the defets in fuch performances, why fhould he not,
if his education had been properly directed, be equally qualified to
jl.ldgﬁ with prnpriety of works of art? And yet for want of this
very habit of confidering them in the early part of life it is not
unufual for fuch perfons to be extremely deficient in this parti-
cular, and though they can tafte and fecl the beautiful delcrip-
tions and painting in a great poet, yet fhew this very perfon
an hiftorical picture of Raphael or Pouflin, or a landfcape of

Claude Lorrain, and he is loft, bis good fenfe tells him there
18



70

LONDON AND

is a fomething which he approves, but for want of a little fcience,
he diftrufts his own judgment, and in the perturbation of his
diftrefs, flies for relief and advice to a piure dealer, who has not,
nor ever can have a tithe of his underftanding.

The great advantages which muft neceffarily arife from this
valuable addition to the prefent meode of ‘education, cannot per=
haps be better elucidated than in the inftance of fending young per-
fons of diftinéion to travel. It has hitherto been cuftomary to
finith their ftudies in this manner, and certainly the propriety of fo
doing is not to be called in queftion provided the perfon who is
thus fent to vifit foreign countries is naturally endowed with good
fenfe, heightened and improved by a proper education. Such, and
{fuch only, are the perfons who ought to be trufted abroad. There
is no occafion to convince the world by ocular demonftration that
Great-Britain like other nations, produces weak men as well as
men of fenfe, foreigners will always be ready to give us credit for
fuch commodities, though undoubtedly there are thofe among

them who had much rather fee a {mall cargo of the former landed.
in their ports, than a whole fleet of the latter; for in this inftance’
there is a fimilarity between us and the reft of the world, neither:
the one or the other are without a fhoal of fharks, who are per=:

petually upon the watch, and voracioufly prey upen every fool who

has the misfortune to fall in their way. But the greateft unhappinefs

is that men of fenfe who travel are liable fometimes to the fame
mifadventures, merely for want of the propofed enlargement of their:
education. Thereis for inftance, at Rome, (which is the Monmouth
Street of the arts,) a fet of fellows whole profeffion is what we in:
England call pi¢ture dealing. This bufinefs moft people know much.
refembles that of dealing in old cloaths, their commeodities are
always fecond hand and tarnithed, but by fine- drawmg and ather.
hﬂ*]pn every defedt is concealed as much as poifible, in order)ito
deceive the ignorant and unwary, and {&t off the goods to the
beft advantage. One of thefe leaches having faftened upon a
young traveller (poffibly a man of fine fenfe, but who makes the

grand tour before he has feen his own country) is not to be (haken -

aﬂ" he-ofiigioudly:becomes his ihaduw, and teaches him to admire

alike

T R S
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) iﬁ-’-ﬂ"ibihigs'iwhich are defpicable as well as thofe which are worthy
of admiration. Indeed in thisinftance it may be faid, he (hews fome
degree of honefty, for bhis ignorance is commonly fo great that he
really knows no diftinétion between the good and bad himfelf.
However, as this is the only guide our traveller has, he is, for want
‘of fcientifick knowledge to enable him to judge for himfelf, obliged
‘to fee with the other's eyes ; and after having been for two or three
years extremely attentive to the monotony of the conncifleur who
has parrored to him a jargon of unmeaning ftuff, he atlength arrives
in his own country with a depraved tafte and a thick cloud of

Ttalian ‘prejudice diffufed over his underftanding,” which naturally
produces a hearty contempt for the productions of his own country;
he accordingly, with all the advantages of good fenfe, what is
efteemed a good education, and the additional acquifition of having
‘feen foreign climates, fets up for a connoiffeur and a collector, and
credit is given him for all thefe requifites, his tafte is allowed and
confirmed by every body, but no one is fo forward to flatter him in
this particular as the Engl (h Proteus of a picture dealer, who is
by turns, as beft fuits his intereft, a Fleming, a Frenchman or an
Italian, he is loud in his encomiums on the tafte of this prodigy of
wirtit : In plain Englith, he flatters his vanity that he may the more
~eafily pick his pocket, by impofing upon him the refufe of a foreign
colleion, or a fmoked copy manufattured in his own garret at
ftarving wages, for the work of fome great mafter.

“The arts in England have hitherto been deprefled by picture
dealers, who in the moft unfair manner never fail to oppofe. to
rifing merit the works of fome dead mafter. An inftance of this
kind happened about fifteen years ago when a very great perfonage,
who died foon after, being (hewn a fine landfcape, the work of
an artift now living, was extremely pleafed with the performance
and exprefled fome defire of purchafing it, but unfortuhately hap-
pening to afk one of thefe dealers his opinion of the piure, he
had the wifdom and goodnefs to fay, ““ Thatit was very well, but
« jt was not hike Gafpar.,” This had the defired effe@, the ardor
of becoming the pofleflor of it, which was excited by the merit and ex-

cellence of the piece, was cooled becaufe it wasnot like Gafpar, the pic-
J true
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ture though an excellent imitation of nature which,Gafpar hardly ever
confidered, was accordingly condemined to the hammer and difpofed of
by auction at a much lefs price than it ought to have been. Thus
when a young genius makes his appearance and feems to threaten
the foundation of the venerable pile of antiquity, one of the perfons
whofe bufinefs it is to keep it in repair, rolls a great fragment of
a ruined column, commonly called a dead mafter over him, and
inflantly crufhes the pcor wretch to pieces. This whole fcene of
impofition, fo eafily and fo frequently put in prattice, would certainly
be prevented was the ftudy of the polite arts. made a part of
the exercifes of an unwerﬁty education ; a man of fenfe trained up

-in this manner could never become the dupe either of an Engi:ih or

foreign bubble-monger, and we fhould not only eftablith our credit
as people of tafte abroad, but alfo fave a prodigious {um of money
from being fquandered away in the purchale of many things
which every Italian of true tafte is heartily glad to fee remwed
cut of his native country, left they fhould one day be dlf-:ovcrcd
to be a difgrace to it.

But there remains yet another motive which will perhaps be
allowed to have its weight in favour of {cientific, and even pm&;qal
knowledge in the arts of defign, It has happened, and may and
undoubtedly will again happen, that fome perfon of rank or for-
tune may determine to travel not only merely to fee foreign climes,
but to defcribe whatever he finds worthy his notice whether ancient
or modern, and if in fo doing he fhould befides the necefiary requi-
fites, which form a good writer, be alfo pofiefled of tafte and the
power of delineating fuch objects as ftrike his fancy with laaﬁmr
or which ftimulate the df:l"re. of introducing fome ufeful invention
(to which we are yet flrangers.) What a treafure will the works
of fuch a man, thus accomplifhed, become to the learned world,
what an henour to himfelf and to his. country! PTTpey e

The arts being 1n themf{elves fcientific, it is im&gined they might

eally and with great propriety be intreduced into our unwerﬁ;ws,
and conne@ed with the more fcientific ftudies, for painting is in
fal an univerfal language. It has with great injullice howeyer

been wrged that the fudy of defign is neceflary Jonly to a few,
ticular
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#eular fofEﬂ"'rbns and that it s beneath the attention of a gentle-
man ; t‘rlft from what has been already faid on that fubje® and the
concarrent {eéntiments of fome of the ablef men this kingdom
has produced; it is prefumed that this is a vulgar crror, and ' that
fuch a fuppofition muft have arifen from The' Tow  eftimation
in which the “arts have hitherto been held ‘among uvs; certain it
is, if a foundation in each of the Univerfitics could be once ob-
tained, in which the theory and praftice of defign, civil, military
and nmaval archite@ure, geography, furveying, &c. and the nie-
chanick ' arts, fhould be taught and properly explained by real
models, there would be no nﬂ::ﬁfﬁty for fending young gentlemen of
fortane to foreign univerfities in order to attain thLI'a neceffary
qunhﬁc&!tmns ‘to compleat their ftudies.

‘The encouragement which has been given to learning in thefe
kmgdnms is prodigious, the revenues of the two univerfities are im-
menfe, and the number of ftudents who have received their educa-
tion in thefe two great feminaries innumerable, and yet perhaps a
<catalogue of perfons of real eminence who have made any kind of
:ﬁgurc in the world, will be found to be very inconfiderable in pro-

rtion to the number of thofe who have made none at all. Cer-
tainly the education of youth ought to be one of the firft cares of
the ftate, as the very genius of government depends upon it, and
often the rife and fall of kingdoms. If it is confidered in this light
it demands the utmoft attention and regard; all poffible means
fhould be ufed to enlarge and extend it for the benefit of mankind,
and perhaps 2 more’ proper ftep towards attaining this defirable‘ead
could not be taken, than by making the ftudies of the polite arts
a part of a liberal education. It is not a little to the credit of our
Univerfities, that fome of the Kings of England have received' their
Educa:luns in them, and if a due attention was paid to the dignity of
thefegreat feminaries, by makmg the ftudies more univerfal, it is not
ampoflible but they might again be honoured with the prefence of
Royal Students, which wuuld undoubtedly prove both honourable and
beneficial, as fuch an acquifition muft of courfe draw a great num=
ber of perfons from all parts of Europe, who would be ambitious
of receiving their ducation’ in fuch company; mnor would. the

L advantages



74

4/ LONDON AND

advaptages arifing from fuch condu& be confined to the univers
fities alone, as the whole kingdom would be benefited by it.

. In Scotand there feems to have been an enthufiafm with regard
to learning. They bave no lefs than four vniverfities, all of them
confiderable, and confequently the great number of perfuns of the
lower clafs,who receive education from them, tends to the impoverith-
ing of the country; there cannot furely be a greater miftake committed
than that of endeavouring to fpread univerfal knowledge in a king-
dom where every effort of indufltry is required to make it refpectable.,
It cannot be fuppofed that a man who has been brought up to the
{tudy of polite literature, will ever turn his thoughts towards the,
improvement of manufafiures, or lend his hand to the .plough.
It is owing to this learned phrenzy, and to this only, that the
natives of Scotland are difperfed over the face of the whole
glnhe, their pative country has furnithed them with learning, and.
confequently with a contempt for labour; their ideas are enlarged,
and their hopes in confequence of that enlargement, are not to be
gratified in the place of their birth, they arc therefore conftrained
to feck preferment in countries where learning is not fo common,,
or where indolence gives them an opportunity, of making advan-
tage of their fuperior qualifications. But how grievoufly does this.
at “the fame time hurt the country ! Would it not be infinitely more
to their advantage to have fewer men of learning and more in-
duftrious individuals? Would it not be much better if the cultivation.
of the polite arts and of induftrious ingenuity was attended to, and’
the people kept together? The introduttion of the ftudy of the:
polite arts among the more fevere ftudies of literature, muft by the.
very practice of the arts when acquired, prove the means of
employing innumerable hands in profeffions where the ather branches.
of learning would paturally fall in with them, and by their mutual
afliftance concur to render thofe who adopted  fuch a plan
a moft refpe€table and flourithing people. If this was to be
timely attended to, in a few years Scotland would wear guite ano-~
ther appearance, and if the good fenfe of that people was rightly
direCted and encouraged, they would no longer be ftigmatized for
their paverty, nor upbraided for deferting their country. '

If-.
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“If the kingdom of Scotland is over-run with learned men, and
alihoft deftitute of laborious people,” the' principality of Wales is fin
fome refpets in a much worfe fituation. The Welch are an induf-
trious people, but they are more than proportionably ignorant,

there is no fuch thing as an univerfity in the country, and if the.

common people in Scotland have too much learning, the men of
property in Wales have in general no learning at all; in fhort, igno-
rance s the charaGeriftic of the Welch, as learning is ‘that of
the Scotch, and if thefe will not on that account ftoop to laborious
or ingenious employments for the benefit of their country, thofe
of the fuperior fort among the Welch have not abilities to direct
the laborious induftrious part in -fuch purfuits as -would infallibly
contribute to their mutual advantage. :

As it will appear from the general intent of thefe reflexions, that
an union of learning and the polite arts is fincerely to be withed
by every one who has the leaft affetion for his country, fo it
is to be deplored that no ftep has yet been taken to promote
fuch an union. The noble foundations already eftablifhed for
the cultivation of learning, it is apprehended, are fully fufficient
for that purpofe, and therefore it is greatly to be lamented that
the late Sir Jacob Gerard Downing, inftead of appropriating his
vaft fortune to the purpofes of endowing a needlefs foundation,
had not turned his thoughts towards the real improvement of his
country, by eftablithing one for the ftudy of the polite arts, an
eftablithment which would have immortalized his name, and
have proved of the utmoft benefit and confequence to this king-
dom, in this and future ages.

g, 3 L B
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EXPLANATION or TuE PLATES.

PraTe the FirsT contains Hy pe-PARr i, with the ity

and LiBeErRT1ES of WESTMINSTER.,

i

UPON the: fuppofition. of building a royal'palace, it is propofed:
in this plate that Kenfington-Garden and Hyde - Park
fhould be laid together, and the prefent houfe and buildings en-
tirely taken away, The ground within the circle deferibed in the
plan, in the center of the fpark, to be raifed with an ealy alcent,.
to the heicht of twenty feet, upon which, the palace fhould be
erected. The raifing of the ground would produce this advantage,,
the whole heighth of the building would be feen. at a great dif-
tance, and this elevation would give it a moft elegant appearance-
and at the fame time command a beautiful and. extenfive view of
the city and country from the lower apartments, the vaft area in.
which this palace is propofed to be built would unduubtcdl}
render it healthy, and.at the fame time preferve the beauty of the:
materials, as from its detached fituation it would not be affected.
by the fmoke of the town, which is an utter enemy to ftone, always.
changing its colour and fpoiling the exterior decorations, as is evidently,
feen in St. Paul’s and other ftone buildings in this metropolis.
¥or the fame reafon that it is pmpo['ed to elevate the ground on.
which the palace fhould be ereCted, it is objected. ngamﬂ having-
high brick walls round the Park to intercept the view, for
which either iron rails or a Ha-ha fhould be fubftituted; and if
the buildings at Kenfington and. thofe on the oppofite fide next
to Grofvenor-Square are regularly formed upon the lines deferibed.
in the plan, ‘a finer fituation for perfons of diftinétion can hardly
be conceived, nor would fuch. buildings as might be ereted in
thofe
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thofe places fail of producing a firiking effe@ from the palace itfelf,
(were their fronts compofed of ftone or ftucco) and the whole
together would make the fineft fcene in the univerfe. The fides of
the Park are formed by right lines, one from Hyde-Park-Corner,,
which might be continued and form a ftrait road to Brentford 5
on the oppofite fide the line falls directly in with Oxford-Road ;.
by taking off part of the Park, at the fouth-eaft corner, it will
give an opportunity of making a dire&t line from the New-
Road on the one hand quite down to the Thames, and on the
other, from the corner of the Park at Oxford-Road, to- Hamp-
ftead-Church; this line from the New-Road down to the Thames
is propofed as the great boundary, beyond which no build-
ings fhould be permitted to be ercéted on any pretence what-
ever. The line within the propofed plan, formed with leng dots,,
defcribes the plan of Hyde-Park and Kenfington-Garden, by which.
it appears that in order to render the propofed plan as regular as
poflible, the road to Kenfington has been taken in, and confequently
all Knighifbridge, Kenfington-Gore and the greateft part of Ken-
fington, which on account of the expence attending the purchale
of fo large a tra&, may be accounted an infuperable objeétion to.
its ever being put in execution, but it was laid.down in that manner
to fhew what ought to be done, rather than what is expe&ed to.
be done; for that part of the plan which falls within the park-wall
would have a noble effect, and perhaps nearly anfwer the fame
‘purpofes as if the whole was executed, as the center of the defign,,
by being fet a little farther back, would allow for the origmal in-
tention of preferving a frec uninterrupted ride or road quite round
the park, not to mention that the park might, with much lefs dif-
ficulty, be exiended backward in a line parallel to the weftern:
road.

2. }f a range of {quares had been formed, cach of the fame
fize with Grofvencr-Square, with ftreets correfponding from the-
new road to Piccadilly one way, and others at right angles withy
them, inftead of that heap of ablurdity and confulion, defcribed:
by the dotted lines in that part of the plan, it would certainly
have been more profitable, as well as more elegant and convenient..

7. As.
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2. As the New Road is propofed to be the great boundary fer
zeflraining the ruinous pradtice of building, on the vorth fide of
the town, {o it is to be withed, that no building might be erected
nearer than ene hundred and twenty feet from the outermott line
of it, and that this fpace thould be divided by pofts and chains,
allowing fifty-two feet for the Road, eight feet for a common foot-
path, next the ficlds, and the remaining fixty feet next the houfes,
to be made equal in heighth to the common path, and laid out with
grafs-plots, with a convenient fpace to be gravelled for a foot-path
next the front of the houfes *. This method might be obferved
entircly round the whole city, to be compofed of regular fronts
only, and the line might be finely broken and varied by elevated
objects at proper diftances; and would be profitable to the owners
of fuch buildings, as well as pleafant to the inhabitants of Lon-
don, who might, in that cafe, bealt the moft beautiful environ
in Europe. It is to be withed the New-Road had been made
quite ftrait, which might have been very eafily done, as nothing
could pofiibly have been loft by it, at prefent the difpofition
is extremely aukward. At Dattle-Bridge, it deviates on account
of the old road, but in its dire&tion from the Yorkfhire-Stingo
to Padington it is made wretchedly inconvenient; it ought certainly
to have been continued in a dire€t line crofling the Edgeware-
Road to Weftborn-Green, as laid down in the plan. Ry

4- Nothing can be more abfurd or ridiculous than the difpo-
fition of Queen Anneis-Street, which runs parallel with Mortimes-
Street, Cavendifh-Square, the undertakers of which muit certainly
have loft -their fenfes when they contrived an avenue fo broken
and disjointed, Lord Foley’s garden-wall entirely ftops the commu-
nication between the two ends of it, and by that means renders
both parts melancholly, inelegant and inconvenient to the greateft
degree. This was a notorious blunder, which no excufe can palliate,
Jor it is utterly impofible to fuppofe thefe fireets were buile before
the garden-wall was raifed, if that had been the cafe, no private
gentieman, much lefs a nobleman, (notwithftanding the ground was
his own property,) would have done fo ungenerous and ungenteel

* This diftance from the road would greatly prevent the houfes from being an-
noyed with duft.
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a thing, as'to build a garden-wall dire@ly through the center of fo
fine a ftreet merely for the fuke of extending a London garden, a
thing in itfelf rather unneceflary, as the houfe commands an unin-
terrupted view to Hampitead and Highgate, and undoubtedly had
the fireet been then built, the line of it would have been kept,
and have given opening encugh for an elegant terrace, but no fuch
ftrect exifting at that time, his Lord(hip was undoubtedly juftifiable
‘in extending his garden to what length he pleafed, upon his
own property, on this confideration, that as he had no. neighbours
he could not poflibly prejudice or annoy them ; neither his Lord-
fhip nor any onec elfe could ever imagine that any fet of men
would take it in their heads to throw away their money in build-
ing two ftreets (for fo in fact they are) and call them one,,
which fhould each terminate agﬁn& a brick-wall, and indeed this
feems to be that Nobleman’s opinion, in a plan publithed under
his own dire@ion of a ‘defign for a new fquare, in which he very.
judicioufly dlﬂmgmfhcs them by the names of Great Queen Anne's-
Street, and Little Queen Anne’s-Street. This whole plan is marked in,
its proper place by dotted lines, and at the firft view {hews that.
Nobleman’s intention could never be to obftruct any ftreet or open-
ing whatever, as in order to keep the views of Hampftead and High-
gate he has facrificed fo much valuable ground, and indeed has
given fuch a plan, as, were it not for that very confideration, muft.
ar to be a very injudicious, inelegant and. trifling performance,
This noble folicitude therefore for the prefervation of an uninterrupted
view and freedom of communication fo. much to be admired,,
has alone been the true reafon why fo many very inconvenient
agcute angles are feen in that difpofition, by which it appears that
the houfes (if it was poffible to build any upon thole angles) mult
be extremely inconvenient and ungraceful, and evidently fhews
that his Lord(hip, waving all defign of profit, direcicd bis attention
only to. the accommodation of the publick, with a. fpirit truly laudable
and commendable ; however, for the fake of variety and the confi-
deration of the great value of the ground in that part of the
town, another defign is with the greateft humility {ubftituted in its

place.
5. Near:

iy
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g. Near the Tabernacle in Tottenham-Cpurt Road, a circular
ares, by way of variety is propofed, of feven hundred feet in diame=
ter, the curvature of which in a houfe of thirty feet in front, is no
more than three inches and three «quarters, whereas the Circus at
Bath is only three hundred eighteen feet in diameter, which produces
a curvature” of eight inches and an half in a front of thirty feet.
It 1s7a little furprizing that among the great number of fquares
in London, not one is to be found that is regularly built, on the
contrary it is hardly poffible to.conceive any thing' more confufed
and irregular than the generality of them are®, with a view there-
fore to this great defect, the circular plan now offcred was defigned,
and although eight firects are given, yet, as fo many avenues
produce a multiplicity of angles, it would be better to have no
more than four openings. In the center of each quarter, a grand
principal building thould be ereted, the front of which thould be
made to proje moederately and be regularly defigned in harme
with the reft of the buildings. In the midft of the area a large bafon
with a fountain or fome other object fhould be made, fuitable to the
magnificence of the whole; this bafon might be furrounded with
verdure encompafled with a gravel walk, the whele inclofed with "
iron rails, and no innovation whatever in the defign ofethe buildings
thould be fuffered to be made, in order to preferve the grandeur !
of the whole. It cannot be denied that a work of this kind would |
have a noble effect, and become one of the principal ernaments of
this city. Nor is _this defign at all improbable, there is no doubs
but more buildings will be ere@ed, and if this idea was executed; it
muft neceflarily prove advantageous to the undertakers; the novelty
of the defign, the elegance and fpacioufnefs of the area itfelf, and
above all, its magnificent appearance, would combine to render ‘it
the moft defirable fituation for perfons of rank and diftin&ion, thar ‘
can poflibly be imagined,

6. On the other fide of Tottenham-Court Road an opening of
an Otagon form is laid down, and if the fquare between that and

® The ciumf}r biick piers in Grofvenor-Square, which are incumbrances;, thould ,

ke removed, and the whole new medelled in the manner hercafter mentioned i in :ht
defign.of a circular area,

2 the
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he Britith-Mufeum fhould be thought too near it, this laft might
be eafily thrown into ftreets.

7. Asit may be readily fuppofed that all the ground between
the town and the New-Road will be built upon, it may not be im=
proper to difpofe of that {:untigunus to the Foundling-Hofpital in
the manner defcribed in the plan.

- 8. Grays-Inn-Lane might be improved, by the mﬂhad laid
down in the plan.

9. Great Drmnnd-—Strr:et is continued to Sauthampton-Ruw
une way, and to Grays-Inn-Lane the other.

. 10. Theobald’s-Row is continued into King-Street, and the
King's-Way widened. The wall of Grays-Ini-Gardens fhould be
taken down, and iron rails fubftituted.

_ 11. Bedford-Row is opened into Holborn, and the line continued
2o Lincoln’s-Inn Gardens, to be terminated with an iron gate,

“12. Red-Lion-Street is widened at the end next to Holborn,

13. North-Street is continued into Great Ormond-Strect.

14. New-Street is opened into Red Lion-Square.

15. One end of Southampton-Row and King-Street is widened,
and likewife Queen-Street.

16. 8t. George’s-Church Bloomifbury is detached and difencuma
bered from the buildings ; and fircets opened nerih and fouth.

17. Hart-Street is continued into Soho-Square, and widened
next Red-Lion-Square.

18, Two fpacious flreets are opened into Broad St. Giles’s, and
-one of them continued to Hanover-Street, Long-Acre.

19. Suppofling the ftreets near Bedford-Houfe, and' the Britith-
Moufeum to be built as in the plan, the gardens to thofe houfes will
form {pacious fquares, that would be pleafant to the neighbourhood
if there were iron rails inftead of a ¢oop'd up brick-wall.

20. Holborn is widened at the upper part next Drury-Lane,

21. St. Giles’s-Church is difencumbered, and according to the
plan may be feen from five different ftations,

22. The buildings in ‘Oxford-Road, at the end of David-Street,
are taken away, and that end of the fircet widened and continued

in a line through Mary-le-Bone to the New-Road, inftead of
M following
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following the aukward twifting of the old way, as it does ‘at pre=
fent, which is thewn by the dotted lines in the plan.

23. Tenderdown-Street, Hanover-Square, is continued into. Bond-
Street.

24. Marlborough-Street is continued. into Swallow-Street.

25, Grofvenor-Street is continued 1o St. George's-Church.

26. St. George’s-Church, Hanover-Square, is difencambered
from buildings in order that it may be properly feen. :

27. Stretton-Street is opened from chcadllly into Bﬂrkel_v-Squarc,
and from thence the communication is continued through Davide
Street to the New-Road, and the whele is interfected by a.great
number of regular fireets.

28. Evans’s-Row is continued into Berl?:lc},r-Square.

29. Vigo-Lane is continued into Curzon-Street.

30, Old-Bond-Street is widened.

31. A great line of communication is. formed from Clifford-Street
through Silver-Street, Queen-Street, and from thence continued to
St. Giles’s. |

32. Bruton-Street is widened at the end next to Bond-Street.

33. The ground on which Burlington-Houfe ftands is laid out

Ainto elegant ftreets, which form:the following communications, viz,

from Burlington-Street  to Pall-Mall, from Piccadilly through
Saville-Row into Conduit-Street, and from Piceadilly through Cork-
Street to Conduit-Street-Chapel, (which chapel is difencumbered)
the demolition of Burlington-Houfe may be thought an extracr-
dinary propofition, but when it is confidered what a prodigious im-
provement will be made in thofe {treets about Burlington-Gardens,
which are at prefent very inconveniently fituated, that the rents of
thofe very {treets will be confiderably augmented, and that the.
lick will lofe nothing in point of clegance but the removal of the
dead-wall in Pmcadnl]y, every objeCtion that may be made tn this
alteration itis 1magmod will entirely vanith. '
34. Swallow-Street is widened and terminated by St. James's-
Clzurch it is great pity this church, which has been lately repaired,
had not been ftucco'd. ‘In faéno publick edifice ought to be buift
with brick unlefs it is afterwards ftucco’d, for a mere brick-face m

fuch,
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fach buildings always'makes a mean appearance, and for the fame
reafon the fteeples of ftone-churches which are covered with lead
-and intended by their form to imitate ftone, ought to be kept painted
-of ftone-colour ; the dome of St. Peter’s-Church at Rome is com=-
pofed of the fame materials with the reft of the building, and
confequently has a much grander effeét than that of St. Paul, which
15 covered with lead ; for which reafon the dome of St. Paul’s-Church
ought to be painted of a ftone.colour, which would bring the
turret and the body of the church into harmony, and produce an
effe& in the whole that would greatly contribute to the grandeur
of its appearance in every point of view ; as the building with ftone
s fo very expenfive in this metropolis, it is to be lamented that en-
couragement is not given to fome ingenious perfon to find out a
ftucco or compofition refembling ftone, more durable than the com-
mon fort, and in which exterior ornaments might be eafily wrought
‘at a very ealy expence,

35. A ftreet is opened from the top ef the Hay-Market of the
fame width, and continued to Oxford-Road, oppofite to Winflow-
Street, which is alfo continued of the fame width to the ftreet now

building at the back of the Middlefex-Hofpital, and a fireet fixty

feet wide is carried on directly oppofite to Winflow-Street, to the
New-Road.

36. Marlborough-Street is continued to Hanover-Square.

37, King-—SIrth, Soho, is continued into the New-Street pmpoﬂ:d
to be oppofite the end of the Hay-Market.

8. %mada—Strr:t is continued into Dean-Street one way, and

into King-Street on: the other. .

39. Glafs-Houfe-Street and Brewer-Street are widened, and
continued into Dean-Street, _

4o0. Mary-le-Bone-Sireet and Shug-Lane are widened, and laid
down on parallel lines.

41. Caftle-Strect is continued to Swallow-Street and Shug-Lane.

42. Gerrard-Street is continued crofs Princes-Street, and comes at
right angles into the New-Street propofed to face the Hay-Market,

43. Lifle-Street is made fifty feet wide, and continued through
Leicefter-Gardens to Great Newport-Street, this would render Little

' M 2 Newport-
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Newpott-Street ufclefs, which might therefore be built upon ;. ‘and
the bad fituation of this firest at prefent renders the property of
very little value; Lifle-Street is alfo continued through Princes-
Street until it falls into the New-Street propofed oppofite the Hay~
Market, at right angles. Dean-Street is continued into Lifle-Street,
and Greek-Street through Hayes's-Court. Rider’s-Court is opened,,
and continued into the New-Street propofed from. Leicefter-Fields,
to Long-Acre, &c. _

44. An opening of fixty feet wide is made through Leicefter-
Square from Piccadilly and continued into Long-Acre, the weft end.
of Queen-Street, called the Devil’s-Gap, is here opened equal to the:
breadth of that fireet, obliquely from Long-Acre, which. is. more
convenient for carriages than it is at prefeat.

45. From the opening at the north-eaft corner of Leicefter~

fields before-mentioned, a ftreet of fifty feet in breadth, making

an acute angle with Long-Acre; is carried through St Martin’s~

-Court, erofling St.” Martin’s-Lane into New-Street, which is kept
of the fame breadth to the end of King-Street. It may not be

improper to obferve, thata carriage from. Coventry=Street before it

-comes into Long-Acre, makes fix right angles, and from the fame

place into Covent-Garden, no lefs than eight, which, exclufive. of
the length of the way, is on account of the hazard ﬂnd.d}ﬁcuhp
in making fhort turnings very dangerous in the night *.

46. Hedge-Lane, Whitcombe-Street, Frince's-Street, Old.-Soho.
and Wardour-Street, are made fixty feet wide, and form one
voble ftreet from Cockfpur-Street to Oxford-Street, directly facing
a new-ftreet now building of the fame dimenfions leading to the

-Middlefex-Hofpital,

47. An opening is made from the .upper end of Great Suffolk-
Street, which is nearly. en a line with Rupert-Street, which is con-
tinued by removing fome few houfes at the upper end, and np:n,.
ing Walker's-Court into Beswick-Street.

43 The narrow end of Cumptuu—Street iswidened, and the a.nglnu
taken off, to eafe the dangerous turning into Knave's-Acres

* A lefs expenfive fchenie might be put in. practice on.this fpot, but not fo con
venient for the publick as the above,
49+ The
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49. The upper end of Jermain-Street is opened into the Hay-
Market,and Market-Street is carried crofs Piccadillyinto Caftle-Street,
continued to Mary-le-Bone-Street, and Norris-Street is widened,

§0. The Royal Stables at the Meufe being inconveniently fitu-
ated, it is fuppofed a more fuitable fpot might be found for that
purpofe, and a {quare of elegant houfes is laid down in the planin
its place, which might, with.great propricty, be called King's-Square;
and a ftatue of his Majefty be ereted in the center; a ftreet of feventy
feet in'width is opened oppofite to St. Martin’s-Church (which is the
width of the Portico) giving a noble view of the front, and on the

weft fide of the Square another ftreet of the fame dimenfions which
runs into Whitcomb-Street, and is continued a little obliquely into the.

Hay-Market, and direltly oppofite by removing the Bell-Inn, a fine
fireet is carried into St. James’s-Square, the end of King-Street is

opened, and an uninterrupted communication is made from St. Mar-.

tin's-Church to St. James’s-Street. Four fireets are opened from the
angles of this fquare, one of thofe on the north fide communicates

with Leicefter-Ficlds, and by removing the Stable-Yard belonging.

to Leicefter-Houfe is continued and comes in a line with Frith-
Street, which would leave futhcient width for two houles between
that and Nafau-Street and prevent both a nuifance and the melan-
choly appearanice of a dead wall; the other falls into Hemings's-
Row, which is widened, the two fireets. on the fouth fide fall
one into Cockfpur-Street, oppofite to Spring-Garden, making an
entire communication from thence to Soho-Square, and the other
points to Charing-Crofs oppofite to White-Hall; it is apprehended
this fquare, if executed with the furrounding improvements,
would be of very great advantage to the publick as well as bene-

ficial to private property.

s1. The Hay-Market is continued to St. James's-Park, where:

a triumphal arch may be ereted as a termination to the view, and:
make a noble entrarce.

52. The end of Pall-Mall next the Hay-Market is widened, and.
from the propofed opening from the Hay-Market into the Park,
all that fide of Pall-Mall next the Park is thrown. into one regular
grand range of buildings, with a central principal elevation, "which

{hould be made to anfwer the center of St. James’s-Square, and all
- the
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the houfes between Pall-Mall and the prefent entrances from thence
into the fquare are taken away, the center building would make &
magnificent palace for fome of the Royal Family, and the reft of
the buildings would be fuitable to perfons of the firlt diftinétion,
and the whole together produce a fcene hardly to be parallelled.
53. Whenever it fhall be determined to erect a Royal Palace,
if the preference of fituation {hould be given to St. James's inftead
of Hyde-Park, it is prefumed the defign laid down in the plan would
be at leaft as advantageous an one as can be contrived in that
place, though far inferior to that defigned for Hyde-Park, in this
cafe particolar attention muft be given in order to obtain fpace, and
for that purpofe all the buildings in the line on both fides St. James's~
Street to Old Bond-Street are taken down. This removal would give
opportunity for raifing the ground twenty feet, at St. James’s next
the Park, which would form a noble and fpacious terrace, from
which his Majefty might occafionally review his troops in the Green-
Park, or at paruculal times be feen by his {ubjeéts without incon-
venience, the terrace raifed in this manner wculd bring the ground
on which the palace ftands nearly on a level with Piccadilly. Upon
this fpot the plan of a magnificent palace is given, fronting Eaft
and Weft, compeled of three quadrangles, the entrance to each of
which are oppofed to three great fireets, the center to King-Street,
and the two others to Pall-Mall, and a new ftreet of the fame width
as Pall-Mall that runs into York-ﬂtmer by this dupuﬁrmn e?c:g
poflible and defirable advaniage would arife. IF this fitnation
could be obtained, the Eaft front might be viewed from three 'very
confiderable avenues, and there can be nothing finer than the South -
and Weft fronts, which are {urrounded with verdure ; this laft anti
principal front has a fipe view into the country, to prefewe which no
buildings thould be fuffered to be eredted or to continue uppcﬁtﬂ
to it, and inftead of the prefent wall in the Green-Park, iron taﬂs.
or a Ha-ha, fhould be fubftituted as propofed in Hyde-Park. A
line is drawn from St. James's-Street to Hyde-Park-Corner, watﬂ-
out break or proje@ion, which would have a fine effect, and ‘the
fituation of the buildings on the other fide of Piccadilly would be
rendered extremely pleafant, and improve the view, efpecially if they
were to be all regularly defigned and built with flone or ftucco'd 3
the |
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tﬁﬁ:ﬁﬂreénLPsirkl. might be made a hanging level, and planted in a
proper manner ; in the great boundary line a {mall part of the Green-
Park is taken oif in one place and added in another, as may be fven
by the ftrong dotted line which marks the boundary of the Park }-
If the foregoing deflign was to take place, Hyde-Park-Corner would
nq‘ééiﬁrily require fome improvements to give it a correfponding
character with the whole, and therefore it would be proper to ereét
a grand triumphal arch between the two Parks which would be
a fine object from the palace, and mark with the greateft propriety,
the principal entrance into this great and opulent city. - Indeed fome-
thing of this kind fhould be ercéted at every principal entrance to
the city of London.

54. The Royal palace being fituated as above, it may be pre-
fumed' that the Queen’s-Palace would be rendered ufelefs, and
accordingly in the plan it is taken down, as are all the adjacent
buildings that incumber the Park, which is propofed to be railed
entirely round, the Wildernefs is taken away, and the whole is
propofed to be rdifed ; divided and planted in the manner defcribed
in the plate. The raifing of the ground will be of infinite fervice to
the Park, as it will prevent damps, the clearing away the Wilder-
nels will give it chearfulnefs and add greatly to its appearance ; and
if an Equeftrian ftatue or group of figures was ereed in the center
of the Parade it would have a fine etfect, a fpacious ftreet is carried
round the Park which would be of infinite fervice to the publick,
and the Park would be thereby rendered a- more confiderable object
than it is at prefent. This delightful fpot being fo extremely ufetul
and pleafant, every part of it thould be kept {acred, for which reafon
it is rather enlarged in the plan, nor (hould encroachments ever be
fuffered to be made upon it on any account; if the propofal for
the alteration of Pall-Mall was to take place, the rails fhould be
continued in a ftrait line to Spring-Garden, which would confe-
quently take a {lip off from the garden bciungin g to Carlton-Houfe,
which might bewell fpared, as itis at prefent of no real ufe. It is greatly

4 In this pofition. of a palace it would not in the leaft interrupt St. James's-Park,.
and the Green-Park would give fufficient garden-room (without being overlook'd)
which St. James"s very much wants..

4
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to be lamented that the Royal indulgence is fo much abufed as it is,
with refpect to the Park, it feems at prefent to be in a fair way of
becoming entirely deprived of its verdure by the unaccountable li-
berties which the common people take of trampling upon every
part which their caprice and infolence fuggefts. This, together with
the ufual practice of training recruits in feveral parts of it, will if not
timely ftopped prove the utter ruin of the molt delightful fpot about
the metropolis. To this may be added, the thameful neglect of the
Park in general, of which not the leaft care feems to be takem
in any one part of the publick walks, but every thing is going to
ruin as faft as poffible. The abufe of the Park is not a little aggra=- .
vated by the great number of private doors which are fuffered, and
are at once a reproach and a difgrace to it. When the Old Mall i
was altered and gave place to the prefent form, all diftin&ion
between the publick walks was deftroyed, for this reafon the people of
Quality, who had hitherto uninterruptedly poffefled that place while
it was kept in order, deferted the Park in difguft, and the mid-
dling people, who could not hope to have refpelt enough thewn
them by the inferior fort, were compelled to retreat to the Green~
Park, which by this practice is alfo in imminent danger of being
deprived of every fingle blade of grafs, becaufe no limitation is fet
to the inclinations of thofe who ufually walk there, The Mall in
a fummer’s evening was formerly one of the higheft entertainments
that can well be conceived, it was here that the people at a refpecs
table diftance could behold to advantage fome of the greateft
perfonages and moft beautiful objects in the kingdom, and the order
and decorum in which it was kept at that time, was fufficient to
deter the meaner part of the people from intruding into a place
which feemed by no means fuited to perfons of their appearance.
For this reafon it is to be wifhed that the old form was reinftated,
with the addition of a ftone kirb in preference to the wooden one
formerly ufed, and that it might be once more laid with cockle-fhells
inftead of the miferable coarfe gravel with whichit is fo defpicably
covered at this time, If this was done, the Park might probably
recover its confequence, and again become the theatre where beauty
and nobility might be rendered confpicuous and familiarized to the
publick,
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publick, who' at this time are in general acquainted only with mere
‘names and titles.
" 55. ‘A fpacious opening is made at Spring-Gardens from the
Park, and continued to Charing-Crofs, oppofite to the Strand.
 §6. A ftrait line from Northumberland-Houfe is drawn to White-
' Hall, and two confiderable {treets are formed which run down to the
_Thames, one of them direétly fronts the Admiralty, which, fuppofing
.it to have been a good building, would have had a fine effett
from the River. There is no doubt but the execution of thefe ftreets
would be both ufeful and elegant, as well as profitable, the fituation
is a very defirable one, but Scotland-Yard as it now ftands is no-
thing more than a {cene of defolation and deformity.

57. A center-piece and a fimilar building to the Banqueting-
Houfe is added, the entrance to which falls directly oppofite to the
Horfe-Guards, the inner court forms a {quare of three fides next
the Thames, two of which are compofed of colonades, and the
fourth fide is open to the Thames. The center and additional build-

ing might with the greateft propriety:be appropriated for the ufe
~of feveral' offices appertaining to the government; the whole
would ‘have a very noble effeét, and be a means of introducing
-a publick ornament truly elegant and ufeful.
- 8. Privy-Garden is formed into a fquare, and on the north
and fouth fides' openings are' made to the Thames, which laft is
continued to the Park. The prefent form of this advantageous fpot is
-by no means equal to its fituation, and exhibits at beft but an indi-
gefted heap of whims and abfurdity.

£9. The fhadowed part between the ends of Parliament-
Street and King-Street next to White-Hall, ‘is defigned as one
of two places propofed to be converted into a town-hall, or inferior
.court of juftice for the city and immenfe liberties of Weftminfter,
a convenience which is extremely wanted and which will make
a fine termination. The mean obfcure fpot in King-Street, where
the courts are at prefent held, is an infuperable objection to the
attendance of many of the gentlemen who are in the commif-
fién of the peace for the city of Weltminfter, by which means
every tranfaftion of that court falls into the hands of certain dealers
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ufually diftinguithed by the appellation of trading juftices, who will

give their attendance in a place where others, who love decency and
decorum, cannot prevail upon themfelves to be feen; and the refult
of this inconvenience is, that juftice is no doubt ufually admipi-
ftered as it may. Certainly a refpetable building, conveniently fituated
for the adminiftration of publick juftice, ought to be erected, and
it is to be lamented fo great and opulent a city as Weftminfter
is not under better regulation, and governed in the fame manner as
its fifter city, whofe laws and privileges are falutary and extenfive,
and render it an object of refpe€t and dignity; why the city of
Weftminfter {hould fo long have retained only the name without

the privileges of a city, when it is nearly as large as that of
London, and confequently requires to be as well governed, is a
queftion that deferves to be anfwered, but muft be left to thofe
who are more immediately concerned in an affair of fo much
moment.

6o. King-Street in its prefent form is entirely deftroyed, and a
new ftreet opened to the north door of the Abbey, one fide of
which is in a line with the fquare propofed to front the Abbey;
the propofed improvement of a {quare oppofite to the Cathedral
will not only have a fine effe® in point of view, but will alfo
be the means of removing that intolerable nuifance of a green-
market, which according to the unaccountable taftelefinefs of

modern undertakers, is almoft thruft under the very walls of

the church, when it was impoffible to turn round without obfery-
ing a number of fituations much better adapted for that purpofe.
It is hardly poffible to imagine that fo fine a building as the Abbey
was originally intended to be crouded up with little paultry hovels,
Dr. Wilcox, the late Bifhop of Rochefter, who was a gentleman
of tafte and judgment, fwept away all thofe houfes which ftood
clofe to the church, between the north door and weft end of it,
and had he lived, in all probability, would have demolithed the
remainder, as they damage the building as well as hide it; it is
pity his original intention is not now put in execution, but above all
things that difmal horrid goal the gate-houfe ought to be pulled
down, and accordingly in the plan it is thrown open, and Tothill

Street
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Street widened, which gives a fine view of that part of the Abbey
hitherto blocked up, and upon the repairs of which fo much money
appears to have been thrown away, becaufe it never could be feen
properly, and confequently a much lefs expence would have anfwered
the purpofc. '

'61. Charles-Street is continued crofs King-Street and Parliament-
Street to the Thames,

62. A new ftrect is made- between King-Street and Duke-Street.

- 63. Duke-Street is continued into the Park at one end, and at
the other into a new fquare, formed in St. Margaret’s Church-
yard, and from thence to Dean’s-Square, the Church is difencum-
bered, and Dean’s-Square is made larger than it is at prefent propofed
to be; Smith-Street is made to open in the center oppofite to the
continnation of Duke-Street, and another Street at the weft end
of this fquare runs from the Park to the Thames; the reafon for
enlarging this fquare and making the laft mentioned ftreet is, that
the communication will be greatly improved, and the ground to be
made ufe of on this occafion now lies in ruins,

64.The part thadowed onthe planoppofiteto St, Margaret’s-Church
between the end of King-Street and New-Palace-Yard, is intended
to point out another fituation for a Court-Houfe or Guild-Hall for
the city of Weftminfter, which perhaps is a better fituation than
that at N® 59. as it is much larger, and has the further advantage
of being infulated.

65. The Houfe of Lords and Commons, Weftminfter-Hall,
and all the furrounding buildings are entirely taken away, and a
new grand defign, occupying in the whole, exadly the fame
ground, is propofed; this pile of building ftands in one noble
area, the ground to be raifed about twelve feet, on account of
the rifing of the tides, and a large fireet is opened running
fouth to the Thames, and another at right-angles, crefling Dean’s-
Square to the chapel in the Broadway. The general received opi-
nion, that Weftminfter-Hall is a fine ancient Gothic building, will
no doubt be objefted in oppofition to this defign; it is tru::, that
Wellminfter-Hall is a large ancient Gothic building, but that is all
that ought to be faid of it, neither elegance or beauty is to be found
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inity and if the feveral courts of judicature were held in fo many .
feparate rooms in Palace-Yard, provided they were only roofed to
keep out the rain, they would in winter, perhaps, be equally warm
and convenient; if the ideas of gloominefs and horror are confidered
as neceflary to grandeur and elegance, then indeed Weftminfter-
Hall is grand and elegant. It is commonly urged that the roof
is remarkably fine, and it is at the fame time faid to be the
largeft in England, perhaps in Europe, that is {fupported only by
walls, but this is nothing more than a vulgar obfervation, when the
prodigious high pitch of the roof, the thicknefs of the walls, and the
advantage of the trufs is confidered, this wonder ceafes; and there
are many barns in England which {upport larger roofs, in proportion
to the ftrength of their fides, than this boafted Gothick edifice,
which is fo much admired and applauded on this account, In the
plan the terrace of the front next the River is fwelled in order
to give room, and at the fame time will have a fine effe@ both
from the Thames and the bridge, and preferve a character and
decorum fuitable to a building in which the laws of this grcaf !
Kingdom are formed and executed.

66. The College-Garden might very eafily be improved and
made more chearful, by throwing it into a regular (quare, and
taking down the dead wall and ere@ing a dwarf one with iron
rails ; St. John’s Church is opened to the Thames, and indeed if
the whole of that wretched part of Weftminfter was improved and -
difpofed in the manner pointed out in the plan, it would be better
for the publick, more advantageous to the proprictors, and convenient
to the inhabitants in general. |

67. Having proceeded to the extremity of Weftmifter, it becomes
neceflary to return back to that end of the Strand which is next to S,
Martin’s-Lane and oppofite to Northumberland-Houfe, the projeétion
made in that part is in the plan taken off, and Cockfpur-Street in
fome places is made ftrait.

68. The lower part of St. Martin’s-Lane is widened, efpecially
that fronting the Church, in order to give room for coaches to turn,
and the buildings which are about the church are detached, form-
ing a regular paved fquare, from which carriages are excluded ; fome

of
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of the houfes are alfo thrown back in a line with the body of the
church, by which means the portico will projeé and have a fine
effeé from Northumberland-Houfe; at prefent the expence be-
ftowed on the exterior part of that church anfwers very little pur-
-pole, there being no one point from whence it can poffibly be feen to
advantage, which is greatly to be lamented, as this is undoubtedly
one of the moft magnificent in London*®. To finith the improvement
in this quarter Little St. Martin’s-Lane is likewife widened, and
continued in a right line to St. Andrew’s-Street at the Seven-Dials,

6g. Caftle-Street, Leicefter-Fields, and Porter-Street are widened,
and continued into Litchfield-Street, by which means the dangerous
turning at the corner of Bear-Street is taken away.

~70. Hog-Lane is widened and continued in a right line to Ox-

ford-Road, the corner of Tottenham-Court-Road is taken off

for the convenience of carriages, and if the lines of Tottenham-
Court-Road were continued as in the plan, it would give a fine
view of St. Giles’s-Church, the ftrong dotted lines continued from
Oxford-Road to High-Holborn fhew what a prodigious improve-
ment might be made by joining thofe two f{treets in that manner,
inftead of the aukward curve madeat Broad St Giles's, which an-
fwers no end but that of obliging paffengers of all kinds to go
out of their way; and this would make one of the nobleft ftreets
in Europe if well built.

71. A ftreet is formed out of the ruins behind Monmouth-Street
from the end of Compton-Street, into Broad St. Giles's.

72. Queen's-Street at the Seven-Dials, and Short’s-Gardens are
widened and carried to 2 new ftreet propofed, at right angles from
Hide-Street into Great-Queen’s-Street fronting the chapel, and
another ftreet is propofed to run from Litchfield-Street Soho, into
Little Queen’s-Street ; all which improvements, if properly attended
to, muit occafion a prodigious alteration in the value of property
in thefe parts. It is faid that an eftate’ which formerly brought in

~ ® Can any thing be more indecent, abfurd and taftelefs, than the placing a palury
brick watch-houfe dire&ly in front of the New-Church in the Strand ! Where is
the ufe of beftowing expence on the outfide of buildings, if thele nuifances are
fuffered to be erected ¢ This, in particular, not only hnics the ftiuéture, but fpoils

the ftreet,
four
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four thoufand pounds per Annum, does not at this time produce four
hundred. The fituation of this part of the town is unexceptionable,
but the difpofition is extremely bad, and is the true reafon that the
buildings are either wholly deferted or wretchedly inhabited.

73. James-Street in the Hay-Market, Blue-Crols- Street, Orange-
Street, Hemmings's-Row, Chandois-Street and Maiden-Lane, are
widened, in order to render the way more commedious from the
Hay-Market to Southampton-Street, and from the bottom of Chan-
dois-Street a convenient outlet is made into the Strand. Thefe im-
provements will make a very convenient communication to the
theatres and other parts.

74. An opening is made from Southampton-Street into Den-
mark-Court, which communicates with Exeter-Street, and makes a
convenient paffage from thence into Bridges-Street.

75. A fpacious ftreet is carried down to Hungerford-Stairs from
the fouth-eaft angle of St. Martin’s-Church, in which cafe the
church will be feen from the Thames, and by this means the
ground occupied by the market, which is of little or no ufe, will
be much more profitably employed, as it is extremely well fituated,
and houfes never fail of letting well in any of the fireets leading
to the river.

=6. Bedford-Street is continued at one end through Half-Moon-
Street and Durham-Yard to the Thames, and at the other end
into Long-Acre, from whence it opens in two directions, one to
the Seven-Dials, the other to Tower-5treet, &'e. |

7. Durham-Yard is divided into ftreets leading to the Thames,
which will anfwer the ends of the proprictors better than if it was
formed into a fquare, as lefs room will be loft. York-Buildings might
be alfo greatly improved, as will appear by infpeing the plan and -
comparing the prefent defign with the old one. But fuppofing the
market which is at prefent kept in Covent-Garden was to be re-
moved, it could be carried no where with more propriety than to
Durham-Yard, the fituatiop of which is moft conveniently adapted
for the purpole of fuch a market; this alteration would prove a
double advantage, that ruinous place would be made both uleful
apd profitable, Covent-Garden would be rendered one of the moft

clegang -
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'elcgén_t Tquarts in Europe, and on account of this improvement, and
its advantageous fituation, would, by the increafe of the value of
property, amply recompence the lofs eccafioned by the removal of
the market. If this very defirable alteration was to be made it would
become neceffary to rebuild the Piazzas, which are in a ruinous
condition, this fhould by all means be done with a {triét adherence
to the prefent plan, than which nothing can be more noble and
convenient, and if at the fame time the houfes on the fouth fide
were taken down and rebuilt with Piazzas, and the buildings on
each fide of the church built in charadter with the reft, and the
roof of that elegant ftruture covered with {lates inftead of thofe
wretched mean looking tiles, the whole together would form one
of the nobleft and picturefque fcenes in the Univerfe.

78. A ftreet about thirty feet wide is carried from Henrietta-
Street, oppofite the paflage into the Church-Yard, to the Thames,
and another from King-Street into Long-Acre, oppofite Mercer-
Street, which will be of much greater advantage than the mean in-
convenient courts which are at prefent built on that fpot.

79. The upper end of James-Street, Covent-Garden, is widened,
and made equal to the lower, and Crofs-Lane and King-Street
are continued of the fame width to Broad St. Giles’s.

80. Southampton-Street is widened at the end next the Strand,
and continued to the Thames.

81. Henrietta-Street is continued in a ftrait line through May's-
Buildings and Bedford-Bury, into St. Martin’s-Lane.

82. A fireet is formed from the fouth-eaft corner of Leicefter-
Fields and continued acrofs Caftle-Street and St. Martin’s-Lane
to Bedfordbury, which is widened, and making an angle through
Chandois-Street comes oppofite to Buckingham-Street in the Strand,

83. A new-bridge is defigned from the Savoy acrofs the
river Thames, which is nearly the center between thofe of Black-
Fryers and Weftminfter, a bridge in this place would be extremely
ufeful for the more eafy commuhication of the two fides of the
river; accordingly, upon this fuppofition, three direct lines have been
formed on the Surry fide from this bridge, v7z. one to Black-Fryers-
Bridge, another to Newington-Church, and a third to Weftminfter-

Bridge.
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Bridge. Quays are alfo formed from bridge to bridge on both fides
the Thames, and by this means the communication of the banks of
the river is kept open, fp that carriages and foot-paflengers may
proceed on their bufinefs fafely without interruption; the breadth
from the breaft of the quay to the houfes is not lefs than one hun-
dred feet; but if one hundred and twenty feet was allowed it
would be better, and this fpace fhould be divided by polts and
chains, fixty feet fhould be allowed for carriages -and fontupaﬁ'ep-
gers, and the other fixty for landing of goods, &c. The houfes
thould be elegantly built, with large court-yards and ware-houles
behind them, they fhould alfo be kept in a line, and not fuffered
to project one before the other, for this reafon there are no docks
in the plan, but the breaft of the quay runs as regularly as the
current of the river will permit. The quays, wharfs and ftreets,
ought to be under the infpection of proper perfons, who fhould
keep them in repair, and take every poflible method to prevent
rubbith and filth from being thrown into the river, the fhores of
which ought, if practicable, to be covered with water. By this
means the banks of the river will be rendered of fervice to the
publick, great part of which is now ufelefs and in ruins; certainly
no part of London is better adapted by nature for bufinefs, nor is
any part of the town more negleted, efpecially on the Surry fide;
or, confidering the advantage that might be made of it, in a more
wictched condition. |
84. A femi-circular opening is made at the entrance of the bridge
above-mentioned, from which three f{trects are made, the firft in a
direct line to the Strand, oppofite Exeter-Exchange, which is re=-
moved, and a ftreet opened from thence to Charles-Street, this and
Bow.-Street are widened, an::i at the top branch into two ftreets,
one of which comes into Long-Acre, oppofite Hanover-Street,
which is widened from thence to Broad St. Giles’s, and the other
into Drury-Lane to the end of Great Queen-Street. One of the
chlique f{lreets opened from the bridge runs to Catherine-Street,
and the other to Southampton-Street. It has been propofed to
form the Savoy, which lies.in ruins, into fquares; but if this icheme
of 3 new bridge was put into execution, the proprictors would not

3 find
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find their account in fo doing, as the laying it into ftreets would be
more advantageous. Indeed, if no bridge is built from the Savoy,
then a fquare or {quares of three fides, the fourth to be open next
the water, would be extremely proper, and produce a fine effe@.
In this cafe, as the fituation of the Savoy is low, which would
be inconvenient, and rather damp for dwelling-houfes, a bale-
ment-ftory might be erected, which thould be vaulted, and might
be formed into very extenfive ware-houfes, which being made to
preject confiderably before the dwelling-houfes, would form a fine ter-
race round the {quare, upon which the buildings for dwelling fhould
be erected ; thefe ware-houfes might be accommodated with a piazza,
which would be extremely convenient for the feveral purpofes of
thofe who rented them, as their fervants might work fecurely under
them in all weathers ; this might be elegantly, as well as ufefully,
adorned with flights of fteps, and a baluftrade round the whole,
and a grand entrance for carriages, made from the Strand through
a large arch in the center of the fquare, and alfo a convenient and
elegant landing place (or places) from the river; the fituation
being nearly in the center of the two cities, and commanding
one of the nobleft views upon the river, would be extremecly
convenient for bufinefs, which might be here carried on without
interruption to the dwelling-houfes, and would not only be very
ufeful, but perhaps the only thing of its kind in Europe. Several
other places between the Strand and the Thames, might be ad-
vantageoufly laid out in the fame manner, and as variety would
add greatly to the beauty of the appearance of fuch objects from
the river, the plans might be alternately changed into fegments of
circles.

85. The Strand is widened from Southampton-Street to Exeter-
Exchange, the meafure at the corner of Burleigh-Street being only
thirty feet fix inches.

86. A new ftreet is formed from Catherine-Street to Drury-Lane,
eppofite Exeter-Street.

87. A ftreet of the fame width with York-Street is made from
Bridges-Street into Drury-Lane, and continued through White-Horfe
Yard to Vere-Street. Little Bridges-8treet is carried on in a ftrait

line, and Drury-Lane Theatre is detached in fuch a manner as to
o) render
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render the paflages commodious, and prevent confufion in going i
or coming out. ;

88. Rufiel-Street is continved into Drury-Lane of an equal

breadth, Princes-Street and Duke-Street are continued alfo of the
fame width to Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields, and Great Wild-Street, Stan-
hope-Street, and Vere-Street, are likewife widened.

89. The narrow parts of Drury-Lane are widened, efpecially
that next the New-Church, which at prefent meafures only fifteen
feet, this and the feveral improvements before propofed, will be-
come ufeful to the publick, as they all tend towards rendering the
avenues to both the Theatres {afe and commodious.

go. A line is formed from Arundel-Street to Temple-Bar, which
falls back from the fmall arch of that gate eight feet, if this defign
was put in execution, the ftreet would be fufficiently widened for

Carriages and foot-pafiengers, and be thereby rendered extremely
commodious ; an improvement which every one is fenfible is much:

wanted. As this is the great thorough-fare between the two cities,

the houfes, which at prefent lie behind thofe in the Strand, will be
hereby rendered of more value, and the thops in that part of the
Strand become of much more confequence than they are at pre-
fent ; the extreme narrownefs and inconvenience of the way being
an infuperable hindrance to bufinefs in that part. This fituation, if
regulated in the manner propofed, would become perhaps of as
much confequence as any in London, and therefore no apology
need be made for propofing fuch an alteration, but can never be-
come {o, unlefs a fpirit of improvement among the owners of the
ground in that neighbourhood thould, prevail.

g1. Holywell-Street is widened in fuch a manner as to give
convenient room for carriages and foot-paffengers to pafs and re-
pafs, and that and the narrow ftreet by the fide of the New-
Church are laid on a line, and meafure forty feet in breadth; the
{pace at the eaft-end is alfo enlarged, fo as to admit of carriagcs
going quite round the church.

g2. Wych-Street is widened and made to come in a ftrait lme
to Temple-Bar, in the fame manner as that on the other fide of
the way, that is eight feet back from the fmall archway, the houfes

are

:
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are taken away that incamber St. Clement's-Church, which is de-
fcribed by dotted lines, and if the whole of the houfes are not taken
‘away from the church to the Bar, there ought to be fo many re-
moved at the eaft-end as will give room to the church, and itis of
very great con['cquence to the publick, to keep this vaft thorough-
fare free from incumbrances.

93. Haughton-Street is continued into Drury-Lane.

94. Carey-Street is continued into Vere-Street, and widened at
that end next to Chancery-Lane.

95. Portugal-Street is continued in a ftrait line, till it meets that
ftreet which comes from the angle of Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields, which
18 widened and carried down into York-Street, Covent-Garden.
This will be a very ufeful communication from that part of Lin-
coln’s-Inn-Fields, and it would have been better for ‘the fquare if
the opening had been made from Duke-Street into the angle, in-
ftead of making it at the arch.

90. Searle-Street is widened and continued quite down to the
Thames, and the oppofite angle is opened into Holborn. This will
make one of the moft convenient communications in the whole
town, nor is there any thing of confequence to prevent its being
put in execution, - the fituation being a very fine one; the under-
takers would find themfelves extremely well rewarded, as the rents
would be vaitly improved by making this avenue to Lincoln's-Inn-
Fields, which has not one good or proper entrance into it: Indeed
moft of the fquares are very deficient in this refpect, it would be
no inconfiderable advantage to Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields, if, inftead of
the terrace-wall, there was only a dwarf one with iron-rails, in
which cafe the gardens would make an elegant boundary on that
fide of the fquare, which would then be the moft pleafant, as
well as the moft {pacious fquare in Europe.

97. Chancery-lane, at the end next Holborn, is widened, and
Fullwood's-Rent oppolite to it is alfo widened, and if a dwarf-wall,
with iron-rails, was made, inftead of the garden-wall in Chancery-
Lane, it would have a very good effe, indeed, both this and
Gra}f s-Inn-Gardens might be then viewed from the fame ftation.

02 g8, If
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98. If the utility of another bridge at the Savoy is allowed, and
thould ever be put in execution, it is apprehended, that the com-~
munications propofed in the plan, at the feveral bndgf:s, would be
found to be very convenient, and at Wefllminfter in parﬂcular,
where a more aukward difpofition can hardly be imagined, as evi-
dently appears by the dotted lines which reprefent the communi~
cations as they ftand at this time ; why they were originally formed
in this manner is hard to {ay, but certainly had they been difpofed
in the manner now offered, they would have been more elegant as.
well as more convenient. It appears from the plan, that a direct
line is made from the Bridge to Newington-Church, another to
St. George’s-Church, and a third to London-Bridge, all which
might have been originally made by the Commiffioners of Weft-
minfter-Bridge, and fince the building Black-Fryers Bridge has
given an opportunity, another communication is given to that.
Whenever an occafion offers, every advantage fhould be taken,
and every approach to a publick ftructure, like the bridge at Weft~
minfter, ought to be made as regular as poffible; however, upon
an after-thought, the difpofition of the area at the foot of Weft-

minfter Bridge as defcribed by the dotted lines, which cut off the

angular projections, is preferred, as thereby the grand communi-
cation from the propofed New-Bridge to Vauxhall is made more
regular and convenient. This avenue is defigned as a communi=

cation for fuch perfons as may not chufe to pafs by the wharfs
which are defcribed upon the banks of the river.

PLATE.
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PLATE rue SECON D.

Contains on a larger fcale the improved ‘parts about LEICESTER-
FieLps, CoveNT-GARDEN, the MeusE, &, in which the

meafres of the principal ftreets are figured.

PLATE taue THIRD.

Contains improvements in the CrTy of LoNpon about the
Mansion-House, Rovar-Excuance, Moor-Fierps, &,

1. A large area or fquare is formed in the front of the Manfion-

Houfe, which may be compofed of houfes as elegantly built as the
interfe@ion of fo many ftreets will permit, from one angle of

which a large commodious fireet feventy feet wide may be con-
tinued to Moorgate, and from thence to the city road. It muft be
confefled there is very little hope that this or any one of the im-
provements propofed in or about the city will ever be put in execu-
tion, however beneficial or convenient they may appear to be, fince
a propofal of a fimilar kind was by theignorance and felfithnefs, to
eall it no worfe, of fome individuals, entirely defeated, though it was
manifeltly calculated to do effential fervice to the city. It has
been the fathion ever fince the Manfion-Houfe was erected to con-
demn and abufe it as a miferable performance, but it by no means
deferves fuch treatment; the truth is, that the archite® has given the
city an elegant defign in the flile of that great mafter Palladio,
and it is as true that the miferable circumicribed area upon which
he was obliged to build it, is the caufe why it makes no better
an .appearance, and the neceflity impofed upon him of putting an
Egyptian-Hall in an Englith houfe is the reafon why thofe heavy
Joads of ftone appear upon the roof, which co-operating with the
hole it ftands in, fcem to have prefled the whole building into
the earth. When this edifice was erected, the oppofite houfes in

Walbrook poured the fmoke of their chimneys into the Lord
4 Mayer's
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Mayor’s apartments, and the citizens had not fpirit enough, until
a long time afterwards, to remove this intolerable nuifance. The
truth is, if when they had determined to eret a Manfion-Houfe
they had refolved to do it fuitably to the importance of fo
great a city, they thould have purchafed and taken down all that
range of houfes between Bucklers-Bury and the Poultry, and built
the front of the Manfion-Houfe dire@ly facing Cheapfide, and at
the fame time have raifed the ground on which it now ftands;
this would have given it a fine elevation, and in that cafe the front
might have been brought forward in a line with the fteeple of
Walbrook-Church, which would have given the building a {ufficient
depth if it had been wanted; thofe incumbrances on the top
would have been omitted, and the very building which has
been fo unjuftly cenfured, would have appeared extremely noble and
magpnificent, as the front by bemg extended would have given a
more elegant proportion to the portico, add to all this that by ralﬁng
the ground, the water would have been effeétually prevented from
ranning into the houfe, which it has always done whenever a ftoppage
was produced by a fevere froft or fudden thower, |

2. Two fine fquares are formed in Moorhelds, by means of a
double row of good houfes marked A. which divides the upper
from the lower fquare, taking off from the Artillery Ground as much
as would make a fingle row of houfes marked B. to compleat the
welt fide of the upper fquare. This, befides the addition of regula-
rity, would render it fafe and convenient, and if new ftreets were
built as laid down in the plan, inftead of the wretched narrow ones
now in being, it would certainly raife the value of property, not
only to the city, but to a great number of individuals, by improv-
ing this part of the town fo convenient for its neighbourhood to
the Royal-Exchange and the publick offices. A new ftreet is laid
down oppofite to Chifwell-Strect into White-Chapel, which would

make a fine ufeful communication between that and Sht:rn-.dttch-
Road.

2. A convenient flreet is opened from Moorfields to Th
morton-Strect through Auftin-Fryars. A vaft number of alleys are
deftroyed, and a fquare of handfome houfes in their ftead are made

- to!
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to furround Draper’s-Gardens, ftreets of communication are made
from hence into Broad-Street and Coleman-Street, the new ftreet
fronting the Manfion-Houfe, two to Throgmorton-Street, and one
to Auftin-Fryars. If Bethlehem Hofpital, which is a moft deteft-
able nuifance to the neighbourhood, was removed to fome more
convenient place out of the town, one of the nobleft fquares ima-
ginable might be built. The place on which the hofpital ftands
is accordingly formed into a double range of buildings *, one of
which fronts Moorfields, and the other a range of houfes to be
ereted in the room of thofe defpicable ones which now front
London Wall. By this means a part of the city which is at pre-
fent not only ufelels in a great degree but inconvenient and dan-
gerous, is at once made elegant and commodious, and if the pro-
pofed alteration of Draper’s-Gardens, &e. fhould ever take place,
a grand line of communication will be made from the bank
ahd fquare through the center of Moorfields, interfe@ing a
number of other ftreets and continued into Old Street - Road
2t Hoxton. Thefe alterations will be the means of deftroying a
vaft number of courts and alleys, and make the proprietors of
thofe places ample amends by rendering their eftates of prodigious
value, which at prefent are worth Tlittle or nothing; if the citizens
of London were inclined to remove Bethlehem-Hofpital, they have
undoubtedly the fineft opportunity imaginable of making the moft
noble and magnificent {quate in the Univerfe. This might be done
by intirely taking down all thofe mean buildings which are called
Brokers-Row, and laying the whole fquare entirely open upon a
line with Old Bethlehem, It is ealy to conceive what a noble
ufe might be made of this defign, it would at once become an
elegant and convenient fituation for the wealthier citizens, and
at the fame time be rendered one of the moft entertaining and
pleafant places in the kingdom. In the midit of this vaft area a bafon
might be made capable of holding a prodigious quantity of water
which would ferve as a refervoir in cafe of fire, which fo frequently
does immenie damage in this metropolis for want of fuch a fupply,

* There is {ufficient room here for fpacious openings behind the houles, which is
of very great confequence, not only in cafe of fire, but in refpet to air and light.

and
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and the earth thrown out of the bafon would be made ufeful in
raifing the ground. | |

4. Coleman-Street is continued into Chifwell-Street facing the
Artillery-Ground, and the ftrect at London-Wall is made wider,
and the new ftreets on each fide Moorfields are made regular
and corselponding, as appears by the plan. :

5. Lothbury and Throgmorton-Street are widened.

6. Caftle-Alley and Swithin’s-Alley are widened in fuch 2 man-
ner that carriages may pafs freely round the Royal-Exchange *, and
the former is made to ferve as an avenue to the Bank, the trifling
fhops which furround the cclumns of the Exchange, and intirely
{poil the whole building, fhould be taken away, and the ecaft and
welt fides finithed to fuit with the front. Exchange-Alley is laid
out in a regular manner, and made much more convenient than
it is at prefent. |

7. The Bank of England is formed into a regular {quare, with
four entrances, by this means the buildings are enlightened and
detached {o as to prevent any accident which might happen from
fire in the neighbourhood. The narrow end of Threadneedle-Street
is widened, which is now only fourteen feet nine inches, The
front building of the Bank, and all the buildings from thence to
Bartholomew-Lane, are taken down, and one grand front is formed,
the center of which comes directly oppofite the opening propofed
in Caftle-Alley; but the above defign is entirely defeated by the
method purfuing at this time oppofite the Bank, which by univerfal
confent is allowed to be a piece of deformity. The Bank only wanted
one convenient {pacious opening into Cornhill, for the purpote of giv-
ing room for carriages to pafs and repafs to and from their publick
office, and confequently there was no occafion for that pitiful blind alley
which is now made between their buildings and the Exchange ; had
the opening been made as in the plan, the oblique lmeﬁi Bank
makes with the Exchange would hardly have been perceived, but as
the affair is now managed, the Exchange is fpoiled, the Bank is fpoiled,
and Cornhill is fpoiled; the truth is, that if the {pirit of building, which

* If it was not for fpoiling corner houfes, it would be moft convenient for ¢
siages if the angles were taken offy efpecially where the ftrects are very narrow.
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feems to have poffefled the directors of the Bank, had been ri ghtly
directed, they fhould have done more, they ought to have purchafed
the whole pile of buildings between them and Cornhill, from the
Manfion-Houfe to the Exchange, and have pulled them down and
left the whole fpace open. This would have been a defirable and a
noble work, and poffibly in time the General Poft-Office would
have been removed to a more convenient building, which might
- have been erected oppofite to and correfpondent with the Bank,
in that cafe the Exchange being finithed as before-mentioned,
a noble and convenient area might have been formed which
would bave produced one of the moft confiderable ornaments of
the city. The irregular pofition of the churches prevents the plac-
ing of the Bank at right angles with the Exchange.

8., Pig-Street is widened, and a new one opened at right angles
from thence into Threadneedle-Street fronting Merchant Taylor’s Hall,

9. The Poultry Compter being a nuifance that ought to be re-
moved to a more fuitable place, a ftreet has been made from the.
fquare before the Manfion-Houfe, which runs into the Old Jewry ;
this ftreet was defigned in order to make the area of the fquare
more regular, and would make a good ufeful avenue.

10. The ftreets about the Manfion-Houfe are widened, in order
to procure convenient room on publick days for coaches and other
carriages to pafs and repafs without interruption or danger to foot

paflengers.
PLATE Tae FOURT H.

Contains improvements about Lonpon-Bripce, the CusTox-
House, ToweEg R, &e

The alterations in this plate appear at the fiift view to be fo very
confiderable, that an apology for not giving 2 minute explanation of
every particular is needlefs, as it would be both tedious and trouble-
fome, it has been thought fufficient therefore to mention only
fome of the moft remarkable parts, and to fay in general that
this part of the city is laid out in fo inconvenient a manner
that there was an abfolute neceffity to new modcl the whole,

or leave it in the ftate it now ftands, . This as it is.a part fo
P extremely
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extremely well fituated and fo immediately connected with the-
mercantile part of the nation could not pofiibly be omitted, and
therefore care has been taken to make every poffible improve-
ment, and to give fuch hints as might fhew that no attention to
this fpot has been fpared which might render it commodious, elegant
and ufeful. The prefent Cuftom-Houfe-Quay meafures only forty-
four feet three inches, and the ftreet behind it twenty-nine feet,

which is figured in the plan; it is aftonifhing how fo much bufinefs

can poffibly be carried on in a place which is fo extremely crouded,
and confequently perpetually confufed. Thofe only can form an idea
of it whofe bufinefs or curiofity prompt them to become fpe&ators
of this fcene of hurry and confufion. There is no doubt but that the
tranfations of the greateft trading port in the world are here carried
on notwithftanding thefe inconveniences; but certainly thofe who
have any thing to do at the Cuftom-Houfe Quay muft find it extremely
troublefome as well as dangerous, and {urely if more fpace was

allowed much time might be faved by the facility with which the
ufual kinds of bufinefs would be tranfacted there. In order therefore
to give ample room, the breaft-work of the quay is defigned by the
fegm ent of a circle from Fithmongers-Hall to the Tower, and the
whole range of buildings is thrown back to the upper fides of Thames-
Street, parallel to the line of the quay *; the whole is formed in
a regular defign, an elegant new front is propofed for Fithmongers~
Hall at one end of the quay, and a new entrance to the Tower at
the other, the church of St. Magnus is removed to the angle
marked C+, and another church is propofed fimilar to that at D, the

whole

* An objection may poffibly be made to the propofal of keeping the quays open,
which is the neceflity of having ware-houfes built clofe upon the breaft of the
wharfs, without any intermediate {pace between them and the river, but though
this difpofition mizht fuit fome few individuals extremely well, yetit would be very
inconvenient to the publick in general, befides deftroying the grandeur and effe&
of the whole ; the banks of the river on each fide, as fpecified in the plans, ought
to be the property of the publick, to prevent impediments in bufinefs, and the
wharfs fhould be maintained and kept in order by the merchants, who fhould pay a
certain annual fum for that purpofe.

+ Whilft London-Bridge was repairing, the church received confiderable damage by
fire. This circumfitance made moft of the inhabitants of the parith (who were reduced
by the removal of the houfes upon it to a very inconfiderable number) defircus of
having the church taken down, and to unite themfelves to another parith, as the ex-

pence
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whole building of the Cuftom-Houfe is detached, the ftreet and
end fronts of the building are defigned with arcades, and alfp a
grand range of arcades on each fide the Cuftom-Houfe next the
river is made in order to thelter thofe whofe bufine(s obliges them
to attend that place in bad weather: thefe arcades are propofed to be
raifed a flep or two, and to have feats and iron rails between the
piers to keep them from being encumbered with goods. The openings
about the two churches are intended only as foot-paths to commu-
nicate with the arcades, a fufficient number of f{pacious ftreets are
defigned from the quay to accommodate the bufinefs tranfaéted
there, and the buildings between them and over the arcades are
intended for a noble range of ware-houfes, the utility of which
need not be pointed out. Upon the breaft of the Cuftorm-Houfe-
Quay, in the front of the building, a large fweep or fwell is
formed into the river, and is defigned for a landing place ; but
if this fhould be thought too great an encroachment upon the river,
or liable to caufe any obftrution, an internal fegment might be
formed within the quay in its {tead, but this would rather interrupt
the bufinefs, and in point of elegance would be far inferior to the
defign given in the plan. It is likewife propofed in the plan to
fill up Billinfgate-Dock, and the whole market is flung into the
quay,which in its prefent ftate it would entirely interrupt, A defign
however is not given for a fith-market, but one might be very ealily
fupplied in that part of the quay next London-Bridge, there being
room enough for a much more commodious market than the prefent,
- 2. Tower-Hill is attempted to be laid out with fome kind of
regularity, by opening the whole into one great fpace, a part of
the ground for the fake of variety is inclofed with iron rails, and is
fuppofed to be covered with verdure, which would make it at once
_ pleafant and ufeful to the inhabitants, as the buildings which

divide the great from little Tower-Hill are but of {fmall value they
have been taken away. The Navy-Office is placed oppofite to
the Victualling-Office, which it is apprehended is in a more con-

ence of repairing it ambunted to a confiderable fum; but this ufeful fcheme was en-
tirely defeated by the ignorance of fome and wilfulnefs of others who oppoled it, and
the church was confequently fuffered to remain an incumbrance, and to occupy a
fpace which might be employed to the greateft advantage to the publick in generaly’
it venient
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venient fituation than the prefent. The Victualling-Office is made
extremely {pacious and commodious; the buildings{haded inthecenter
of Tower-Hill, might be applied for the ufe of fome publick office or
hall,and would have a good effect; the lineof houfes on each fide of the
Tower are kept at equal diftances, the Tower-Wharf is widened,
and confequently fome alterations made in that place, as appears by
the plan. Itis great pity that the Tower itlelf is not kept in better
repair, there are feveral parts of it which might be improved and
made decent at leaft, the outer wall in particular wants a thorough
repair, and fome offenfive objeéts fhould be removed. Many trifling
buildings erected by the inhabitants ought to be taken away, and
although the Tower is a place incapable of ‘being defended, yet the
appearance at leaft of a place of defence fhould be preferved as much
as poffible. In fhort for want of a proper attention to decorum this
great arfenal is fuffered to appear in a manner very ill becoming
the characer and dignity of this great capital, when a very trifling
expence would render it an object worthy of notice and make it
as ornamental as it is ufeful. It is not doubted that moft people
will be ftruck with the expence attending this and many other im-
provements propofed in this work, but however impertinent or foreign
to the prefent defign it may appear, it may not be improper to
remind them, that it becomes the indifpenfible duty of every nation,
as well as of every private man, to take care of the repairs of their
own houfes before they think of refitting thofe of their neighbours,
the expence of thefe improvements 'may be murmured againft as
unneceflary, by fome who would make no fcruple of giving their
affent to the expending of millions for the fupport of the colonies
and fettlements in North America, a thing perhaps more deftructive
in its confequences to this nation than they may be aware of; the
example of the kingdom of Spain is a glaring proof of the abfurdity
of fuch a condu&, the Spaniards, as well as the Englifh, have been
colony mad, Spain has been undone by this infatuation, and it is to
be feared from the prefent-temper of our own colonies, that we are
not likely to be in a much better fituation. If we have too many
poor people among us, employ them at home in works of {upere-
rogation, if any one pleafes to call them fo, rather than fend them
to the colonies, where they no fooner arive than they fet up for

themfelyes,
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themfelves, .and like the fnake in the fable, wound the very hand
that has revived, nourithed and lupported them. The French have
been compelled to do, what in policy they ought to have done with.
out compulfion, that is, they have given up their interet in a part
of the world which would one day have proved the ruin of
that pation in Europe: The number of inhabitants in London, at
this time may perfuade fome people to imagine that the kingdom
is encrealed in numbers, but this is a miferable miftake, the towns
and villages in England decreafe inftead of increafing their inhabi-.
tants, London and the Britith colonies fwallow them al] up, nor
has there been one new city, town or village formed in the king-
dom in the prefent century, Birmingham, Manchefter and Sheflield
indeed have encrealed prodigioufly, but they, like the Americans,
havc:unly drained other places for fupplies, with this difference
however that thofe people do not quit their native country, whereas
thofe fent to the colonies very rarely return again,

3. I that.part of the Borough of Southwark which is laid down
in this plate, the wharfs are made of the fame dimenfions with thofe
on the London fide, the bridge is made to open in a fpacious circular
form, and as the houfes that compofe the avenues are fu ppoled to be
regulaily built, the whole would produce a fine effe@, and be at once
ufeful and elegant. The fireets are widened, and new ones are de-
feribed, which would make this part of the town extremely conveni-
ent, and certainly is infinitely preferable to its prefent confufed difpo-
fition which, like too many other places in this metropolis, is utterly
deftitute of form and convenience, though extremely well fituated
for bufinefs, and fo circumftanced as to be very eafily improved.

4. The breaft-work of all' the wharfs on this fide of the river
ought to be raifed fo as to prevent the higheft tides from uvcrﬂowing
them: The expence of doing this would not be very grear, as the
materials for raifing the earth are on the fpot, the ground which
might be taken out of the river would not only ferve to raife the
wharfs but would zalfo improve it by deepening the water near its
edges, which in places of this kind is much wanted. Before this
explanation of the plates is concluded it becomes neceflary to

apologize for fuch particular parts of the firft plate as feem to
g 3 contradict
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contradiét the authors fentiments in regard to extending the build-,
ings of this city as it appears upon infpecting the plate, that notwith=
ftanding what has been urged againft the increafe of buildings in
this metropolis, a great number of new (treets are propofed and
laid down between the new buildings and the great boundary line or
new road. Of thefe therefore it is neceflary to fay that they are
only to be confidered as examples or diretions in ¢afe no reftraint
is to be laid upon builders, and that hereafter if any man takes
upon him to build in an avkward, inelegant manner, he may
not even have the common excufe to urge, that he really knew.
no better. Another confideration is, that in cafe any of the in<
terior alterations fhould be put in execution, and by that means
houfes fhould be pulled down to make room for new avenues,
it would occafion the perfons who are obliged to quit their habi<
tations to feek for other places of abode, and accordingly ftreets
have been planned which may be applied for thefe purpofes; in
this cafe buildings will not be multiplied but extended; and as air
and convenience is thereby given to the interior parts, no one would
be againft building within a limited fpace for the accommoda-
tion of fuch perfons as were obliged to quit their former fituations.

The author flatters himfelf it will be allowed, that in this
undertaking he has fpared no pains to improve what he thought
wanted improvement, and he is very ready to acknowledge on his
part, that probably his zeal in the execution of his defign may have
led him into fome errors and abfurdities, of which for want of ins
formation in regard to particular circumftances, he could not pof=
fibly have any idea; but where reafonable objections can be madg
he is ready to give up fuch parts of his defign, and only lament
the exiftence of impediments of any kind. However he hopes that
if much muft unnavoidably be rejected, that much alfo may be put
in execution, and thatif fome parts of his work are liable to cen-
fure, from whatever caufe, that others will be found not to dchmﬁ
it, and confequently that upen the whole his attempt will meet
with the approbation of the publick, for whole ufe and advans
tage it was undertaken,

?
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Some OBSERVATIONS upon, and PRoPosALs relating to,
Prackes which are not laid down in the Pr A ns,

It may not be improper or difagreeable to the reader, to con-
fider the feveral Royal Palaces of Windfor and Hampton-Court,
Richmond-Gardens and Richmond-Park, and their fituations ;
Windfor-Caftle is perhaps, in point of fituation and effe&, one of
the nobleft objects in the univerfe, though the parts of which it is
compofed are far from being elegant ; however, many confiderable
impfui’:iﬂ&nts might be made, which would be of great advantage
and make it a ‘much more pleafing object than it is at prefent;
for inftance, all the houfes between the Caftle and the Thames might
be taken away quite to the bridge, and a grand flight of fteps made
to lead up to the center of the building on the north-fide next the
river. This would have a noble effect from the oppofite thore, and
if a fine ftone-bridge was ereted directly oppofite to thefe fteps,
inftead of the prefent mean wooden one, it would give a truly
magnificent appearance to the whole. The caflle itfelf is very irre-
gular, and this irregularity is heightened by the great number of
mean hovels and brick-walls with which the courts are crowded,
and which by no means anfwer the charater of a Royal Palace. All
the offenfive fmuaky houfes, which join to the caftle, thould likewife
be removed, as well as many others which might be taken away, in
order to make a fpacious and regular approach to the caftle from the
town *. Indeed it is a great pity the terrace had not been continued
round that part of the caftle next to the buildings, which would
have effectually detached them from it, and made all that part much
more convenient and pleafant. The whole building fhould be fafthed,
which would give chearfulnefs to the apartments, and have a
better effec in the exterior view of the caftle. The grand court
ought to be laid with gravel, inftead of being paved, which, if it
was well kept, would prevent the difagreeable melancholly effect
. * If the town was regularly laid out and well built, fo as to correfpond with the
whole, it would be a very confiderable advantage toits inhabitants : from the great

refort of vifitors, not only to view the caftle, but for the fake of the country round it.
occafioned
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occafioned by the grafs growing in the interftices of the pavement.
The Chapel, which contains the tomb of the celebrated Cardinal
Wolfey, is employed at prefent as a mafon’s workthop. It is much
to be lamented that this building, which is an elegant piece of
Gothick architeéture, is not thoroughly repaired, in the doing
which, however, particular care fhould be taken to preferve the
original defign, and no innovations fhould be fuffered to be made,
That elegant Gothick pile of St. George’s-Chapel is moft miferably
encumbered on the north-fide with defpicable buildings, which
entirely deftroy the effec of the whole fabrick, thefe fhould be im-

mediately removed; the finithing of that whole chapel is exqulﬁtc,f
and undoubtedly this part of the building bas an equal title to be
feen with its oppofite fide. The weft-end of the chapel is particu-
larly fine, and yet is fo furrounded and choaked up with buildings,
that few people, who go to view the caftle, know any thing of
this part of the chapel, though it unfortunately happens to  be
the principal entrance; if (as there feems to have been pmvlﬁnn
made for fome fuch defign), an elegant Gothick dome, fuitable
to the whole, was raifed in the center of this building, it would
greatly add to the dignity of the chapel, and take off from thﬂ
length of the line which the roof makes at prefent; fuch an clﬂ-
vation would greatly enrich the. appearance of that part of the
caftle, and produce a fine effec in the diftant view of the whole.
The infide of this chapel is extremely fine, and the greateft atten~
tion fhould be given, in order that it may not be deformed: The
common abfurd practice of placing trophies againft the columns,
and of ereCting monuments up and down this elegant pile, is an
execrable cuﬂum, unlefs it was done with more propriety ; indeed
this is an abufe too frequently intruded into all places of publick
worfhip, and muft be entirely owing to the want of tafte in thofe
who have the management of church-affairs, and permit fuliﬁ'
things to be carried into execution. If the defign of a ehurch is
md for any th.ng, it 15 fure to be ruined by thl:-. practice, which

never fails of deftroying its’ regularity ; whenever a monument is
propofed to be erected, the utmoft care fhould be taken that the
defign (hould fuit the place, and by that means ferve as an orfament
to the whole., There is but one inflance where any attention feems
: ; to
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to have been paid to this kind of decorum, and this is to be feen in
the two monuments ereted to the memory of Sir Ifaac Newton
and General Stanhope in Weftminfter-Abbey, thefe are happily
placed, and make a fine finith upon the fcreen in that Cathedral,
which would otherwife have made a miferable appearance. The
cuftom of ere@ing monuments in churches at all is an abfurdity,
but the praftice of deforming churches merely becaufe people can
afford to pay a large tax upon vanity, is intolerable, and if the real
worth of fome, who figure it in holy places, was ftrictly enquired
into, many a heap of beautiful marble, and exquifite art, would
be unanimoufly thruft out of them as publick nuifances.

Publick memorials of truly great and deferving perfons ought
undoubtedly to be erected, and as the love of fame is an univerfal
paffion, every incitement for promoting it fhould be encouraged
and attended to. With this view therefore, publick maufoleums
fhould be ereCted to honour publick virtue and learning; in
thefe the great and good fhould alone find places, and as a
fubordination ought to be obferved in thefe kind of edifices, it
might not be improper to ere&t one for the fole ufe of fuch as had
no other pretence for perpetuating their memories, than that they
exifted a certain number of years, and died worth a certain fum of
money. This laft propofition is the more to be attended to, as the
exclufion of-this kind of people would be of infinite prejudice to a
great number of ingenious artifts, who, without fuch affiftance,
would have little or nothing to do, and it certainly would be no
very great burden to the publick, if they were to be at the fole
expence of erecting fuch teftimonies of regard for the memories of
thofe who really merited places in the principal maufoleums. It
may be faid, that the maufoleum of wealth and vanity muft
either greatly exceed the others in magnitude, or elfe be better
filled ; the truth of this obfervation would certainly be verified ;
but let it be confidered, that what was denied in numbers, would
be amply recompenced in value, and that the contemplation of
the tomb of one truly great or valuable man would yield abun-
dantly more folid {atisfaction, than the pomp and glare of a vaft
number of monuments crected to the memories of a multitude of
infignificant people.

Q Windfor-
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Windfor-Caftle is a building, or rather a compofition of build-
ings, of vaft magnitude, and the idea it gives at a diftance, is
more that of a romantic than an elegant pile, nor does it lofe this
charater upon a nearer approach, the towers give it an air of
grandeur, but there is not the lealt degree of elegance to be found
in their conftruétion, or indeed in that of any other part of the
cattle itfelf; however, the vaft quantity of building, and its pro-
digioufly advantageous fituation, ferve to render it altogether one of
the moft ftriking objedls in this or perhaps any other part of the
world.

The lodge in Windfor Great-Park, as a building, is as much
beneath the dignity of the park it ftands in, as that is (uperior
in to St. James’s-Park, the firuation is extremely ill-cholen,
and the building worfe contrived. It is amazing when fo many
fpots, infinitely fuperior to it, prefented themielves, that any one
{hould make fo bad a choice, but it has been built a great
number of years, and it cannat be doubted, if ever a new lodge
is erected in that park, that a better fituation will be chofen. A vait
fum. of money has been expended already in improving the park,
but much remains to be done ; the place itfelf might be made ex-
tremely fine, nature has done a great deal, and has pointed out
{fufficiently what may be improved and beautified by art; upon the
whole, this place does not at prefent come up in any degree to the
charalter ufually given it.

Hampton-Court-Palace is in point of fituation the very reverfe
of Windfor-Cattle, the laft is upon a noble eminence, and the for-
mer upon a dead flat; in this refpect its fituation is extremely bad, it
commands no profpect, and therefore is rather a gloomy melancholy
place ; it is compofed of Roman and Gothick architecture, and the
principal fronts are the grandeft and moft regular of all the Royal
Palaces ; the two outer courts are Gothick, and are magni-
ficent things in their kind, with this farther advantage, that they
are all clean and unincumbered with trifling buildings. This Palace
is a ftriking inftance of the difadvantage of low fituations, let
the building be compofed in the grandeft flile imaginable, it will
always fuffer for want of a proper afcent, and Hampton-Court-
Palace, or apy other building fituate upon 2 flat, will always appear

when
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when viewed at a diftance, as if it was partly funk into the earth.
Undoubtedly, low fituations ought carefully to be avoided, where-
ever elevated ones can be procured, and many very elegant houfes
have been utterly ruined, efpecially when built too near the borders
of a river, in doing which fuch errors have been committed as
cannot efcape even the notice and ridicule of the vulgar. An inftance
of this kind occurred fome time ago to a gentleman who came by
water from Richmond to London; and, in his way, could not help
taking particular notice of a very elegant houfe upon the banks of
the Thames; the fellow who rowed him, faid, ¢ Ay, Sir, it's a very
fine houfe, an’t it? but I knew, when they laid' the foundation, that
every time the floods were out, the water would come into the
houfe ; and pray, fays the gentleman, as you were not ignorant of
this, why did not you acquaint the builder in time, and thereby
prevent fuch a misfortune? ah! Mafter, replied the fellow, thaking
his head, I knew well enough as how the builder was an ignorant
man, and fo would have his own way, becaule why, fuch people
always thinks nobody knows nothing but themfelves.’

Richmond New-Park is perhaps one of the fineft fpots of its kind
- in Europe, the beautiful variety of landfcapes it every where ex-
hibits, the order in which it is kept, the bold fimplicity and inequa-
lity of the ground, which is finely diverfified into hills and vallies,
richly decorated with elegant trees, and above all, the noble and
extenfive profpeét which the higheft parts of it comimand, are
beautiful beyond imagination. Upon the fummit of the hill next the
town of Richmond, and near the park-gate, there is a fpot,
which, of <all others perhaps in this kingdom, is the moft
defirable place to ere@ a Royal Palace upon, the richnefs and
extenfivenefs of the views on every fide are amazingly fine, but
two of them exceed the others, and perbaps all others; the
one takes in the cities of London and Weftminfter, with
the adjacent hills of Harrow, Hampflead and Highgate, and the
oppofite fide fronts the beautiful winding of the Thames from
Richmond to Twickenham, and commands all that glorious land-
fcape fo univerfally admired by perfons of the greate(t. talle and
underftanding. There is but one obftacle in the way, which, no
doubt, would be very ‘eafily removed, and that is, if a defion: of

£t 2 this
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this nature was to be put in execution, it would become necefiary to
take in all that part which lies between the park-wall and the vil-
lage of Peterfham; fuppofing this to be done, a grand approach
might be formed from the river to the front of the Palace in the
midft of a moft beautiful lawn; the opening of this from the
Thames and the meadows would have a prodigious fine effe®, and
as the fides of the hill are covered in the moft picturelque manner
imaginable, the finith of a palace built with ftone ¥, vpon the
fummit of the hill, would produce one of the fineft fcenes that can
pofiibly be conceived ; add to this, that a magnificent bridge might
be thrown acrofs the river, diretly fronting the Palace, which
would be a ufeful ornament, and render the whole view ftill more
piGurefque, and the eye would command from the Thames, the
intire elevation without interruption.

Richmond Gardens have been generally allowed to be extremely
fine, and they, in a great meafure, deferve the charaGer given
them ; the terrace is perhbaps as grand and as fine an object of its
kind as any in Europe ; but this is without doubt the fineft part of
the whole garden, take this away and you deftroy all the reft, there
is queftionlefs room for great improvements in thefe gardens, but
without an enormous expence, the ground, cannot be raifed which
every part of the garden itfelf points out as wanting. The greateft
proof of this want of variety, (owing to the flatnefs of the firuation,)
is, that not a place in it can be found on which one would with to fee
a fuperb edifice - erected, becaufe every one would be fenfible, that,
if it was done, it could command no other view than that of Sion-
Houfe, and the wretched one of Brentford, which every man of tafte
would fincerely with could never be feen at all, for of all deplo-
rable country towns this is the worft, and is flill the more defpicable,
as it might be made one of the moft agreeable places upon the banks
of the Thames. It is amazing to think what encomiums have been

* It is furprifing that ftucco-fronts are not more frequently introduced, efpeci-
ally in the country, as it is not very expenfive, agrees well with flone, and, being
covered with blue flate, harmonizes in the moft agreeable manner with trees and
all degrees of verdure.

+ It is faid that the fituation of the prefent Palace, which was built by the Duke
of Ormond, is fo extremely damp in winter, that the wainfcots are cominonly
covered with water, k¢
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pafied upon Richmond Gardens, and what muliitudes have flocked
to fee them, when, at the {ame time, the moft beautiful fpot in
the kingdom the New-Park, has been totally negleted, and not
one perfon in a thoufand, of thofe who go to Richmond, is
acquainted with the leaft part of it, they are commeonly contented
avith a walk upon the terrace, a view of the Hermitage, &c. and
then proceed to the hill, where indeed there is a moft noble enter-
tainment for the eye, but this is the fum of their ftock of curiofity,
and the moft beautiful and' romantic part of the whele is never
thought of, and confequently totally neglected.

‘The Princefs Dowager’s houfe would certainly appear to a pro-
digious advantage, if the oppofite buildings were entirely removed,
and the whole opened to the Thames with a fine lawn, in which
cafe the ftabling in front thould be removed, and the whole finithed
in charaéter; Kew-Bridge would appear in a picturelque manner,
but much more fo, if the anatomy of the bridge was concealed, it is
certainly very abfurd, as well as prejudicial to the timbers, to expofe
thefe kind of fkeletons, which ought to be covered as far as the
bottom of the railing. A fine entrance might alfo be made from
Kew-Green to Richmond Gardens, by taking down the old build-
ings, which would open the view to Sion and lfleworth from the
Princefs’s houfe in a moft advantageous manner.,

It is a great pity that the late Lord Burlington’s houfe at Chifwick
had not been laid open to the Thames, indeed when the lownefs of
its fituation is confidered, it would be impoffible to view it in the
advantageous manner it could be wifhed, and as the beauty of that
building deferves. With due fubmiflion to the tafte and refpe&t to
the memory of that nobleman, it is not a little furprifing how he
could be induced, by the trifling confideration of preferving a
taftelefs old building, to facrifice fo vety elegant a defign by con-
necting them together. Had his lordfhip raifed the ground confi-
derably on which the foundation was to be laid, what a fine
effe& would have been produced, the houfe which is now almoft
entirely hid, might have been feen to great advantage from every
quarter, and the whole country round, which is a taftele(s flat,
would have made a very different appearance by the elegant break

which. this fine object would have given it. Upon the whole, 'this
celebrated
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celebrated houfe is a convincing proof of the difadvantage of
building upon low fituations, as by this means neither the houfe,
nor the place on which it ftands, are advantageous to each other,
the building is not feen, nor the country improved, in point of ap-
pearance, from its being erected at all. Indeed it is very abfurd
to build any houfe of confequence in a low eblcure fituation, or to
encumber or hide any fuch buildings with brick-walls, hovels and -
trifling offices, which is too frequently practifed, for fpace always
gives an air of grandeur.

Chelfea-College is a fimple, noble and elegant building, and
very properly adapted to its ufe, it wants nothing but an elevation
of about eight or ten feet, which would keep it free from damps,
and confequently make it more healthy and comfortable for the
people who inhabit there; it is rather incumbered with houfes,
and if the high brick-walls that furround it were taken away, and
dwarf-walls with iron-rails fubftitued in their room, the whole
would have a better effect. -

The whole village of Chelfea might be gr:atljr improved by re-
gulating the banks of the Thames, and removing the bmldmgs
which ftand immediately upon them; the church, which is very
old, fhould be rebuilt, and removed fomething farther back from
the river ; the houfes built in country places fhould always be de-
tached, for the benefit of air, light, and profpec, and not built in
rows according to the psefent tafte, nor thould they be fuffered to
project one before the other; if this method was obferved, every
houfe would be fituated in a garden, and the whole would be chear-
ful and pleafant; but, above all things, the houfes thould be raifed
upen a balement, which will always kﬁep them fufficiently dr:,r, and
make the lower apartments light and airy.

Greenwich-Hofpital is undnubted}y the grandeft building . in
Fnbtﬂﬂd the two pavilions next the water were defigned by Inlgﬂ
Jones i, and the reft of the buildings with the fine colonades
were the work of Sir Chriftopher Wren ; this grand edifice, of:
which not the Jeaft part fhould be hid, is encumbered with brick

1 The r::riginal drawing by Inigo Jones of one of thefe pavilions without the

attick, was in the poffeflion of ~'~tr:ptmn Wren, ifg; who fhewed it the author. This
attick, which was added by Sir Chriftopher Wren, rather deforms the hmldmg, bu;

being a work of necellity could not be difpenfed with,
walls
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walls and a great number of miferable houfes, all which fhould be
immediately deftioyed and not be permitted to deform and difgrace

a work fo truly magnificent. If any other fault can be found with
Greenwich-Holpital it is that it wants a proper center, which has
been often obferved, and likewife that its fituation is rather too near
the river, and the ground it {tands on too low; an inconvenience
which hinders it from being feen to advantage any where but
upon the Thames .

" The fpace occupied by the peers and fterlings of London-
Bridge is confiderably greater than that allowed for the paffage of
the water, confequently more than half the breadth of the river
is in this place entirely ftopped, whereas the obftrution occafioned
by the piers at Wefltminfter-Bridge is not near one third of the
water-way, and it is needlefs to mention the effects of this
obftrution, fince the moft melancholy inftances are too frequently

rienced to need a repetition. The truth is, this wretched brid ge
ought to have been entirely demolifhed ages ago, and a greater mif=
take never was committed than that of making the late repairs
and endeavouring to improve fo intolerable a nuifance, the execution
of which has manifeftly proved its abfurdity, fince the main defign
of thofe improvements (which was to leflen the fall at the ebbing
of the tide) has by experience been entirely defeated, and fhews
that the beft repair that could pofiibly have been made was to have
taken it entirely down. Indeed at the time when it was become
neceflary to add the fterlings in order to preferve the foundation of
the piers and prevent the fuperftructure from falling, at that very

4+ It certainly was a very ftrange abfurdity to beftow fuch extraordinary expences
on a building defigned for charitable purpofes, and ridiculous to fee a parcel
of maimed, decrepid old paupers, its inhabitants, parading up and down the
grand colonades. Chelfea-College anfwers every intention of its endowment

there is an elegant fimplicity in the whele, without a profufion of expence in the
decoration ; but that heighth of magnificence in Greenwich, one would almoft
imagine had been intended merely to put real elegance out of coumenance ;
and the reafon given for building Grnfvcnonﬁquar{: in that irregular and confuled
manner we now fee it, was, that if regularity had been more confidered, it would
too much have refembled an Hofpital : A ridiculous argument, furely, for fpoiling
the uniformity of fo noble a quadrangle. ;

time
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time the whole bridge {hould have been demolithed, and rebuilt in
an elegant and commodious manner, and the money which at that

time was expended in piling and fecuring it, and the annual fums
which it has fince coft in repairs, exclufive of the laft enormous one,
would have been more than fufficient to have defrayed the expence,

and had the leaft attention been given at that time to this confi-

deration, it muft have been a fufficient motive for rebuilding the
bridge *. It has been often ignorantly afferted, that the arches of
this bridge were originally conftru@ed in the manner they are, in
order to reftrain the ebbing of the tide, to preferve the navigation

“of the river above the bridge ; others have with like ignorance and

confidence faid, that if the arches of the bridge were widened, the tide
would ebb away fo faft that there would be fcarce any navigation
above the bridge a little after high-water ; that is, it would be low-
water much fooner than it is at prefent, and thereby the navigation.
would be hindered. This laft aflertion is fo very ablurd that it is
fcarcely worth mentioning, for had thefe objetors once confidered
that the river is navigable fo very far above the reach of the tide,
they would never have thought of advancing fo wretched an argu-
ment. In fa&, a new bridge, as has been before obferved, was ablo-
lutely neceffary in this place, and {hould have been built inftead of
repairing the cld one, this would, belides the prefervation of many
lives have refleCted honour upon the city of London, have very
confiderably improved the navigation of the river, and been a mofk
noble and ufeful ornament; inftead of which an immenfe fum of
money has been thrown away, the bridge itfelf is left a greater nui=
fance than it was before (owing to the prodigious rapidity of the
ftream under the great arch) with this additional aggravation, that it
will very probably, be continuvally calling in the aid of quackery,
remain a perpetual expence for a confiderable time, and a ftanding re-
proach to the prefent age,which by no means delerves {uch treatment.

* The prefent alteration of London-Bridze coft near 100,000l. 75,000l part
advanced by parliament at five times, and 7, gool. part of 24,000 |, remainder allowed
to have been expended in that alteration, befides the materials of the houfes, many
of which were new. !

The parith of 5t. Magnus confifted of about one hundred and five houfes, eighty
of which are deftroyed for opening the avenues and clearing the bridge. '

3 o )
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Tt appears upon the further confideration of this great nuifance,
that (as if the miferable contrivance of the bridge itfelf was not
impediment enough to the navigation) it is moft terribly encum-
bered with the engine for raifing water, which occupies no lefs
than four a:tches, the effect thefe works have upon the navigation
therefore is very confiderable, befides the fhocking appearance they
make as an obje€. It is propofed therefore to take this whole
machine entirely away. Such a propofal will undoubtedly be thought
extravagant by fome people, and the profit accruing to the pro-
prictors of the water-works will be objeced as an obftacle, but as
it is apprehended that the chief part of the revenue arifing to the
London-Bridge water-works is produced from the Borough of
Southwark, it is propofed to bring the river Wan from Mitcham
in Surry to the Borough, which, as it is but a fmall diftance from
London, may be eafily done, and at no very great expence;
Bromley river might alfo be made to fupply Deptford and Rother-
hithe, and the New-River Company might fupply all that part of
the city of London which is now ferved by the London-Bridge
water-works. It may be likewife objected, that the New River
will be infufficient to fupply the whole metropolis, in anfwer
to this it may be faid, that the New River is certainly capable of
fupplying the whole quantity wanted; but as it may not be fo
conveniently done, there is another great refource for the fupply
of this very ufeful element. There is reafon to hope the river
Coln will be made navigable from Uxbridge, and brought to Mary-
le-Bone ; which will more than ferve all the new buildings and

arts adjacent, as well as the city of Weftminfter. It has been
objected to this laft very ufeful fcheme (and fome objection will
cternally be made to every defign for the publick good) that the
naviga_:ion of the river Thames will be prejudiced by the want of
the water which this fcheme will dire@ from its ufual courfe;
but this has been before fully refuted by the obfervation that the
river is navigable for the weft country barges many miles higher
up than at the place where the Coln falls into it, and therefore
its waters are of little confequence to the navigation of the river
Thames. There is one confideration above all the reft that ought

R to
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to be attended to, which is, that whilft the fupplying of water
is chiefly in one company’s hands it becomes a kind of monopoly,
and has this danger attending it, that the proprietors of the works
have it in their power at any time to lay whatever tax they pleafe:
on the inhabitants.

But the greateft clamour will arife from the enormous expence
which it will be faid muft neceffarily attend the execution of the
fchemes for bringing thefe two rivers to London, to this it may
be an{wered, that the nobleft and moft ufeful undertaking of this
kind that ever was executed is now carrying on by one Nobleman
at his own expence ; the Duke of Bridgwater’s navigable canal in:
Iancathire, is a work that not only does him honour, but would:
do honour to this or any other kingdom in the univerfe.

As there is the greateft probability that St. George's-Fields will:
one time be laid out in ftreets, it becomes neceffary to give:
fome timely hints with regard to the difpofition of this place. The:
extreme lownefs of the fituation of the ground naturally makes it:
damp, and confequently unhealthy ; in order to remedy this great:
inconvenience it will be neceflary to make the ftreets not lefs than
fixty feet wide ; nor fhould any alleys be fuffered, the ground thould:

be raifed as much as poffible, and it is to be lamented, that after the:

fire of London they had not made a layftall in St. George's Fields
inftead of that at White-Chapel and other places. Large drains fhould:
be cut to carry off the water, and thofe arched over and made into:
common-fhores ; this would in a great meafure keep the fourdations.
dry. But above all, as free air is conducive to health in all places,,
fo more efpecially in this cafe it would be neceflary, and therefore
a vaft area thould be formed which fhould not be lefs than two
thoufand feet fquare; in the midft a large bafon fhould be funk,
which would be extremely ufeful on every account, ferving at once
as a drain and a refervoir of water in cafe of fire; this area might
be laid ocut in fuch a manner as to be made a place of publick
refort for people in that quarter of the town, and would be health=
ful, pleafant and ufeful. '
It has been before obferved in the courfe of this work, that too

little attention has hitherto been given to the obtaining of fpace

and
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and giving freedom to the air; a more ftriking inflance of the bad
effecs of this neglet cannot be given, than in that of St. Paul’s
Chureb, the members and ornaments of which in many places are
entirely choaked up with foot, which misfortune is owing to its
being pent up with buildings, Wherever fea-coal is burnt the
ftreets ought to be made fpacious, more efpecially in low fituations,
for the damps naturally prevent the fmoke from rifing, and confe-
quently if the ftreets are narrow the wind has not power to difperfe
it properly.

If Hatton-Garden was continued through Cold Bath-Fields to-
wards the New-Road, it would be a prodigious improvement to
that flreet, as well as to the adjacent parts; if this alteration
was to take place, it would be neceffary to raife the ground in the

hollow parts to a level, which might be eafily done, as the f pace
required for this purpofe would hardly exceed two hundred feet,

It is reafonable to fuppofe that when Black-Fryars Bridge is
finithed, the Fleet-Market will be removed to a more convenient
fituation. In this cafe it is to be wilhed, that a ftreet equal in width
to that in which the market now ftands fhould be opened and
continued from Holborn-Bridge in a direct line to Clerkenwell, or
further, and then to divide into two openings, one to Iflington and
the other to the Hampftead-Road. It will immediately occur to
eyery one who has the leaft knowledge of the places through which
this ftreet is propofed to be conductted, that private property will
be amazingly improved by this means, nor will the publick be lefs
benefitted, as a noble, free and ufeful communication will be
opened between the counties of Surry and Middlefex. At the ame
time another ufeful opening might be made from Old-Street in a
direct line to Gray's-Inn-Lane, which would alfo improve a part
of the town which is at prefent in a deplorable condition. If the
former part of this propofal fhould ever be put in execution and
the market in Smithfield be fuffered to remain, it will be extremely
ufeful, on account of the opportunity it will give paflengers to
avoid that inconvenient dangerous place, as no one need pafs
through it whofe bufine(s does not demand their attendance there.
But although very few houfes of confequence will be affected l[;y
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this alteration, it is much to be doubted whether it will ever be at-
tended to, as the citizens generally feem to be averfe to every kind
of improvement of which they cannot fee the future advantage.
Wefltminfter Abbey, as it is a very fine Gothick ftructure of
great beauty and antiquity, certainly demands a ftrict attention.
That venerable pile, which has feen fo many Monarchs crowned
within its walls amidft the acclamations of fhouting multitudes, and
afterwards born its filent and awful teftimony of the fad funeral
rites of thofe very Princes, ought undoubtedly to be kept and
fupported in a proper manner, nor fhould the leaft impropriety or
want of decorum be fuffered in a pile fo venerable and majeftick:
It may be thought fevere to fay, that it is defermed by monuments,
but however fevere fuch an affertion may be thought, it is never-
thelefs true. The beauty of the whole pile is deftroyed by thefe
intrufions, and however fublime and beautiful fome of thefe
works may be in themfelves, hardly one of them has been intro-
duced with propriety, or its form and fituation confidered with
regard to the whole ftructure. Some are lefs faulty in this par-
tmuIar than others, but numbers of them ought to be entirely taken
away, as tending to nothing more than loading and deforming the
church in the moft wretched manner; but there is an abfurdity in
this abbey which is yet more unpardonable, more taftelefs, more
abfurd, and a greater piece of deformity than either or all the monu-
ments in the church together, this is no other than that disjointed,
unconneted attempt at magnificence, the marble altar; there
never was any thing more abfurd than the thought of decorat-
ing a Gothick building with Greek or Roman architecture, man-
ners {o eflentially different that it is utterly impoflible there thould
ever be the leaft harmony fubfifting between them. The truth is,
the prefent altar ought by all means to be taken down and the
whole thrown open to the eaft end of the abbey, which is in itfel€
very fine and perfecly adapted to the purpofe; this part (hould be
decorated in the Gothick tafte, fuitable to the reft of the building,
and would have a much more noble effe¢t than that miferable thing

which at prefent blocks up and deforms the church.
4 A
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A propofal for the removal of the thrine of Edward the Confefior,
may by {fome people be looked upon as a facrilegions attemprt,
but it is plain, from the wretched appearance it now makes, that
even the religious themfelves have not fcrupled in part to put
this fcheme in execution, by depriving it from time to time
of every decoration which could ferve to render it an obje@ worthy
of notice, and inftead of permitting it to ftand in its priftine form,
the memorial of a faint and martyr, it ferves for very little more
than to (hew that ever fince the time it was erected, there have
not been wanting peonle whe were either foolithly fuperftitious or
wickedly wanton. It would be therefore doing no great harm if
this mutilated lump of antiquity was difplaced on account of fo
elegant an improvement, and it would not be very difficult to find
a more fuitgble place for it, if it was judged neceffary or profitable,
to preferve this precious relick ; this and the tomb of Henry the
Fifth therefore fhould be removed. The floor of the chapel of Ed-
ward the Confeflor is raifed confiderably above the pavement of
the church, which gives a fine opportunity for making a flight of
fteps, and what a noble effect that would have, not only upon the
altar but the whole church may be very eafily conceived. At the
{fame time the church would be vaftly improved if thofe mean ftalls
. in the choir were taken down, and cthers more fuitable to the dignity
of the place erected in their ftead ; the choir might alfo be widened
by throwing the ftalls back upon a line with the middle of the
columns ; this would give it a proportionable width to the length
which would be gained by the removal of the altar. The whole
pavement of the church is in a miferable ftate, and fhould be
relayed, and whenever any repairs are made in the building
every particular whatever thould be reftored as near as poffible to
its original form, and it is great pity that the whole cathedral is not
put into a more refpectable condition. There feems to be fomething
very extraordinary relating to the doors of this cathedral, the origi-
nal'dnﬁgn of which certainly made ample provifion for the conve-
niency of going into and coming out of it, but by fome unaccount-
able whim or accident it is not without difficulty that people can

now get either in or out, particularly at the north door, where to
all
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all appearance one-would not expeét an impediment of that fort
fhould occur, but fo it is; where:zs if both thofe fide doors (or only
the middle one) were thrown open, thefe obftruétions would ceafe,
but unfortunately one of the fide entrances is choaked up by
an uncouth monument, and therefore rendered ufelefs on ac-
count of a thing which is itfelf an incumbrance, as indeed are
all thofe on the north-eaft angle of the cathedral, as well as thole
on the fouth-weft, which jointly concur to fpoil and ruin the uni-
formity of the whole building.

From what has been already faid it appears, that to render this
ancient flruGure truly elegant, it is neceflary to repair the pavement
thoroughly, to remove the altar, to widen and enrich the choir by
fuitable Gothick ftalls decorated in charaer with the reft of the
church, to enlarge the entrances, and to demolifh or remove a great
number of wretched monuments, add to all this, that if every win-
dow was ornamented with painted glafs, an elegant light Gothick
dome raifed from the nave of the church, and the whole infide
of the building painted of an uniform clean ftone colour, in . the
mannper that St. Paul’'s church is, it would then become a moft
beautiful pile, and be defervedly efteemed one of the fineft things
of the kind perhaps in Europe.

The whole of Henry the Seventh’s chapel, both external and in-
ternal, is fo extremely fine and fo exquilite a model of Gothick
architecture, that it is fincerely to be wifhed .no modern hand might
ever be fuffered to touch it, but as the teeth of time have already
deftroyed many parts of its exterior ornaments it ought to be re-
paired before it is too late, but with a moft fcrupulous adhercnc:tn
its original form, not an ornament or fingle member fhould fuffer
the leaft alteration, and if it was puﬂiblﬂ to build a cafe for the
whole to prevent all further injuries, it would be doing no more
than this amazing piece of art richly merits. As to the interior
defign of this building, let the admirers of Grecian and Roman
archite@ure impartially and critically examine the roof, meafure
and re-meafure the parts, let them draw them over and over,
and when they have confidered, and re-confidered the whole as

often,
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often, and found as many faults as they pleafe, let them produce;

either from themfelves, or from the moft celebrated antique exam-
ples, a roof of the fame dimenfions, equally light,. rich, elegant
and magnificent, or equally pleafing and harmonious. Whatever
merit theGothick defigners had, or however exquifitely their thoughts
were executed, it muft be confefled, and ought to be lamented, that
the Goths their {fucceflors bave treated them in all refpects moft un-
worthily; whether it is owing to the prodigious refinement of tafte,
or whether envy has had any fhare in fuch treatment, cannot fo
readily be afcertained ; but certain it is, that every age has con-
curred in contriving by all pofiible means to confufe, confound and
deform the works of thofe ingenious people ; nor is the celebrated
ftructure now mentioned without examples of fuch ufage, the more
modern Goths have disfigured it in the moft fhamefal manner,
with fuch things as might well enough become a Lord Mayor’s
fhew, but are in this place both mean and contemptible, every one
who has feen this chapel will know that the deformities com-
plained of are thofe fkull caps, fwords and banners which are fo
plentifully ftrung all over the place, and which, exclafive of fpoiling
the effe@ of the building, ferve only to convey the idea of a place
inhabited by fcourers, who ufually hang out a variety of tawdry fuits

and rags upon poles, which {erve the double purpofes of drying them:

and proclaiming to the world the profefiion of the perfon who thus
expofes them to view.

It 1s eafily perceived, that the two fronts of the building, called

"The Horfe-Guards, at Whitehall, are the defigns of different people;

it is faid, that Kent made that next the Park, in which however there:
is nothing extraordinary, and it fhould feem that nobody cares to
own the other, which fhews, that whoever defigned it, was a

man of great prudence, though he had no kind of merit as an
archite€t ; indeed it is impofiible that any thing can be worfe,

it is not in the leaft adapted to its intended ufe, for the entrances

to the interior courts are fo very fmall, that a fingle trooper can
hardly get in or out. The principal entrance into the park is
fo notorioufly mean and pitiful, that it would be only lofing

time:
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time to make any further mention of it. The fou ndation of this
building ought to have been raifed five or fix feet, the damp-
nefs of which demanded fuch an help, which is plain from the
neceflity of a contrivance which has been fince made to kecp the
tide out, of this the buildérs could not be ignorant while at work
upon the foundation, becaufe the water came into the works every
tide; however, inftead of raifing the foundation, they very wifely,
after the building was compleated, took away a vaft deal of ground
from the Parade, in order to give the ftructure, an air of elevation,
which it evidently wanted, and ever muft want while the building re-.
mains, and confequently made that part of the ground lower which
was already too low. Perhaps it would have been better to have raifed
the foundation as before mentioned, and to have formed the whole by
two large fquares of three fides each, one to front the park, and the
other the fireet, with piazzas all round, for the convenience of the
foldiers in bad weather, In the center of thefe two fquares, which
ought to have extended the whole width of the Parade, a capital
entrance might have been formed in the ftile of a triumphal arch, of
a proper heighth and magnitude fuited to the nature of the place;
there might have been two fpacious quadrangles, one on each fide
large enough to have drawn up the Guards within, and not in the
open flreet, which, being fo great a thoroughfare, is an inconvenience
that ought to be remedied. Thefe quadrangles might have contained
futtling houfes, by which means thofe nuifances of provifions,
which are fold to the foldiers, would have been prevented from
making their appearance in the fireet, and deforming it, which is
at prefent the conftant practice. The buildings furrounding the
quadrangles might have been applied to the ufe of fome publick
offices, and there might have been room found for a military aca-
demy and other ufes ; it is prefumed, this defign would have pro-
duced a noble obje& to the park and fireet, and have been fuitable
to its ufe and fituation.

As to the interior parts of this building, they are worfe, if pof-
fible, than the exterior, the windows of fome of the lower apart-

ments are contrived in fuch a manner, that the light, inftead of
' coming
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coming from the top of the room, is admitted at the bottom ; the
head of a man is even with the top of the windows, this confe-
quently produces a large heavy fpace from the upper part of the
fath to the cieling, which conveys a gloominefs to the whole
apartment: Indeed, moft of the modern buildings are of this
caft, and within have rather the appearance of dungeons than
of houfes, inftead of conveying chearful ideas by giving light,
they rather convey thofe of fubterranean caverns; this is occa-
fioned by the unaccountable practice of making the openings of
the windows fo very fmall, that they more refemble port-holes
than openings for the admiffion of light. By this, houfes are
made melancholy, which certainly is a great impropriety in this
country, where the weather is for half the year dull enough;
certainly a cheerful looking houfe, in fome meafure, contributes to
make thofe who inhabit it fo; it is an eafy matter to thut out light,
if too much has been given, but it is not fo eafy to give more
when too little has been provided.

It is rather furprifing, that the proper enlightening of houfes has
not been more attended to. It does not wholly depend upon the
openings of ‘windows, but, in fome degree; on fituation whe-
ther high or low, and if in towns, whether the ftreets are wide
or narrow; there is alfo a difference produced by the afpe@ of the
windows. Another error which contributes towards making rooms
dark, is the making them too deep, whereas they thould be rather
wide, and the worft of all is, that of dropping the windows too
low from the cieling, to which is often afterwards added a feftoon-
curtain, which is effectually making bad worfe, and fpoils the
finithing of an elegant rcom. In fhort, where it can be done,
as in the forming of new ftreets, regard (hould be had to the
height of the intended buildings, allowing fpace enough to give a
frce admiflion to the light, that is, fuch a width as would allow
the fky to be feen from the windows of the lower apartments over

the tops of the oppofite houfes *.
If
.+ & No flreet fhould be narrower than where two carriages may conveniently pafs,
with proper foot-paths on each fide, and if the heights of houfes were regulared it
would be an advantage both in refpect to light and appearance, The elcvation of
> buildings
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If the windows in modern houfes are ill contrived the en-
trances to them are equally bad. Formerly a nobleman’s houfe
was marked by a large entrance, and the decorations gene-
rally proclaimed to whom it belonged; but modern tafte allows
no fuch thing, it is now become the fafhion not to make the
lealt diftinétion between the doors and the windows, and it 1s not
without difficulty the way into fuch a houfe can be found, an inftance
of this fort is notorious in the defign of a houfe not long fince
finithed for a perfon of great diftinétion, but there are numberle(s
others of this fort to be met with in London, 3!

As nothing but the univerfality of bad tafte could poflibly give
countenance to the foregoing errors, it is not very much to be
wondered at, that fuch a variety of abfurdities are produced in
building, drefs, equipage and furniture*. The defcriptions given by
travellers of the buildings, habits, cuftoms and manners of diftant
climes, if they are well written, and affifted with lineal reprefentations,
are fufficient furely to fatisfy a curious enquiring mind in all thofe par-
ticulars, without running into the abfurdity of putting them in practice
in a climate rendered by nature totally unfit for their introduction; it
is certainly ridiculous for the Englifh to adopt the Chinefe manner of
building, but Chinefe buildings have for fome time paft been introduced
with fuccefs, and it would be no great matter of wonder, fhould it con-
tinue much longer in vogue, if we fhould adopt their drefs alfo, in that
cafe we might hope to fee the Park and publick gardens crowded with
mandarines, and a particular order of Ladies carried about by Chi-
nefe porters, who, as is the cuftom in that country, might proclaim
their occupation. With the utmoft refpect to the tafte of the Englifh

buildings that form the flreets might be made elegant and uniform, though with
great variety, and any number of windows given to a houfe, The new manner of
pavir;:g %Iives a determined and regular line to build from. .
* Perhaps the bad tafte which at prefent prevails in furniture is chicfly owing
to the pratice of employing the perfons who build houfes to furnifh them, this is
very commonly done, but furely it cannot be expefted that people who have no
tafte in building fhould bave any in decoration, in fact it is beneath the profeffion of
an archite&t to undertake the feveral profeflions of a cabinet maker, upholfterers
brafier, &% thefe are diftinét employments, and by no means his proper bufinefs,
fo far as the mere defigning part is concerned, it may be allowable; to defign and
fuperintend ought to be his fole bufinefs. :
Ladies
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Ladies, nothing can be more trifling or ridiculous than to fee a
modern chimney-piece fet out with jofles and fuch horrid monfters,
which can have no other charms to recommend them than defor-
mity, a high price, and their being the pmdli&ion of a very remote
country. The paffion for incongruity, fallly termed variety, and
for impropriety, as falfly called tafte, has induced a gentleman of
fortune to make four iflands in a piece of water in his garden, in
each of thefe are erected buildings, (it is prefamed they are called
temples) one of them is Chinefe, another Egyptian, a third is Turkifh,
and the fourth Roman, and to compleat the ablurdity, this
elegant hodge-podge is fo contrived as to be feen at one view.
Certainly this is a childith tafte, and extremely unbecoming the
charaéter of the Englith nation, who are efteemed by foreigners as
a grave philofophic people, they muft certainly laugh when they
fee us thus fervilely and ridiculoufly adopting the cuftoms and
manners of other countries. It would undoubtedly be truly ab-
furd and ridiculous, if becaufe it is the cuftom for Indians to wear
bobs in their nofes we fhould alfo wear them in ours, and indeed
it would be pleafant enough to hear and fee our publick orators
ﬁlufﬂmg out their harangues through the encambrance of fo elegant
a foreign ornament.

The great number of hofpitals and burying-grounds or church-
yards in this metropolis are extremely difagreeable, and ought by all
means to be banithed to proper places at a convenient difiance
from it.

There is no doubt but feveral objections will be made to many
of the propofals for the publick advantage, which take up a great
part of the foregoing work, more efpecially thofe which relate to
the city, to which it can only be anfwered, the greater will be the
misfortune, and the author can only confole himfelf with the re-
flexion, that many perfons have met with as little regard as himfelf
in propofals of a fimilar nature. He cannot have more realon to
complain than others, the citizens rejeéted Sir Chriftopher Wren’s

noble plan, and ruined the difpofition of the city. They petitioned
. 3 againfl
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againft the new bridge at Weftminfter, but did not fucceed, and
again{t that at Black-Fryars, with the fame fuccefs. They did the
fame againft the intended ftreet oppofite the Manﬁon—Hqu'f:, and
unfartunatﬂl}: ucceeded.  They attempted to hinder the repairs of
London Bridge, and were again unfortunate, and fome among them
have ftrenuoully argucd againft the beft fcheme that ever was
thought of for the improvement of any city, that for paving, light-
ing and cleanfing the ftreets like thofe of Weftminfter;, but hap-
pily without effet. However it is to be hoped that the age will
grow wifer by degrees, and that they will learn to take every oppor-.
tunity for the future to promote the publick good.

OMISSIONS

Conduit-Street is opened into Carnaby-Market and Marlbas
rough-Street,

Vine-Street is continued into Piccadilly.

If the propofal of Windmill-Street, &c. fhould take pla:e, the
market for hay, now a nuifance to the neighbourhood, thould
be removed to fome more convenient {pot for the purpofe, as it
would become a much greater thoroughfare than it is at prefent.

As farther improvements, to thofe already offered, relative to
Tower-Hill, a handfome ftone parapet, baluftrade, or iron rail,

thould be ereced all round the outward line of the ditch, inftead nf
thofe mean wooden ones, that are now there, which are eveg

fubject to decay, and by their weaknefs and frequent want of repair, -
have often proved fatal to many. That the ditch fhould be always
kept clean and covered with water, and the whole furface of the

hill, be properly levelled. Thefe improvements would certainly

be very ufeful and commedious, as well to the publick as the in-

habitants, and make one of the nobleft apenings about London, and

be of confiderable confequence and advantage to the proprietors nf
the feveral buildings that furround the hill, molt of which at pr::-

fent are of little value,
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