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LR PR R0V
T O
ROBERT DINGLEY, Ef

o e R

T is with great pleafure I fee revived * the fubje& which you recom-
mended to me, foon after my arrival in England, in 1751. Whe-
ther it arofe from a diffidence, that my pen was not equal to it,
or that the undertaking was of too delicate a nature for me, I am

more inclined to condemn myfclf for the omiflion, than to plead any ex-
A2 cufe.

* Whoever has long afted as a magiftrate in this metropolis, muft have obferved, that the body
.of the negletted fons of the poor, gaming in public houfes, and the very low bawdy houfes are
the conftant fountains that furnifh the courts of juftice with offenders, and the place of execution
with viftims.

" Exoucn has been faid of the former of thefe, and the evil being confiderably leflened, the lat-
ter is propofed to be the fubjet of what follows; as it feems to be as material an obje(t of the
police as any whatever ; for, in thefe brothels, the apprentice and journeyman firft debauch their
morals, and are foon taught to change their fidelity and integrity for fraud and felony ; here the
tradefian, overcome with liquor, is decoyed into a fnare, injurious to his property, fatal to his
conftitution, deftruétive to his family, and which frequently puts a period to his peace of mind.

RE-
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cufe. It s true, a pegcflaryiattention totheduties of private life, join-
cd to thofe of fome public concerns, which I apprchended to be more
prafticable, left me very little time to enter into the merits of this caufe,

tho I really had it much at heart. Thofe that moft abound in riches and
iip leifure,

Rerievizne induftry in diftrefs, preferving the deferted, and reforming the wicked and the pe-
nitent, are the acceptable employments, the favourite and advantageous delights of thofe minds,
which., 3¢ Thappy efought to Hiive 3 yood Heart for their promipter; | There is indead :}Ehm
realon }B'lféﬁcvcf tllt'at thefe *I'ﬁu:a.ﬁrﬁ?s have been fully enjoyed by t‘hoﬂ! Who Nave fibf d to-
wards cloathing friendlefs and deferted boys to go to fea. And it is to be hoped, that the pub-

lic in general, as well as the particular objefls of that charity, have reaped fome advantages from

thofe fubfcriptions.

Axp I fhall now beg leave to prefent to the public a body of fellow-creatures; equilly diftreffed
with thofe who have been the objeéts of the abovementioned benevolence; and which may, and

will, T hope, be made of equal ufe to their country.

Tue prefervation of the common people, in all ftates, is highly deferving attention; for,
from this. foyntain, your manufattures, flects, a.r:nits,l and domeftic I'er-.ra.nt._s,_.aml I"‘,PP'HF"I”' qu, .
in country villages this tafk is eafy, as temptations to vice are more rare, and moft parifhes emple
their inhabitants.  ‘Btrt in fuch a poptdous ¢ity ‘as is the thetropolis:of this kingdem, numk
of perfons| may be idle, numbers of childveri may be deferted -whe, are eapable of employment,
without ever being perceived by the public, till their crimes have made them the unhappy otglaﬂl
of public juitice. ' '

For the truth of which affertion I refer to the Seflions-paper and kalendars for the years 1 :';.rlgs,'
and 1756, when gangs of friendlefs boys, from-14 to 18 years of age, were tranfported, indeed, I
may fay by wholefale, for picking of pockets and pilfering from fhops.

Anp as thefe deferted boys were thieves from neceflity, their fifters are whores from the fame,
caufe ; and, having the fame education with their wretched brothers, generally join the thief to.

the proftitute. o2  iHibwe

Tais brings me to that completely wretched, diftempered, deferted, pitiable body of whom I
mean to fpeak ; whofe fufferings have fo often made my heart ach, and whofe preiérl‘vat.iﬂn' I
now fo ardently wifh to accomplith. And indeed I think, I have great reafon te indulge thefe
my wifhes, as 1 flatter myfelf I have hit upon a plan that will as effeCtually preferve thefe defert-
ed girls from infamy and diftrefs, and make them happy in_themfelves and ufcﬂlll_ﬁiiaj:&n”a.t'
home, as that which has prbl'f;nrcd fo many of their brothers, and made them ufeful a_,h_m_a-d.

Bva



[ 5]
leifure, onght to inteteft themfelves moft in it. Bue, whether forturme

fmiles or frowns; whether we are bleft with cafe and leifure, or haraf-

fcd m the drudﬂ‘flf of the world, it may be expecied that fuch a defign
Will

Bur before I fpeak of my plan I will endeavour to thew from what fountain it is, our low and
infamous bawdy-houfes, which furnifh our ftreets with thieving, diftempered profitutes, are fup-
plied. '

InriniTe are the numbers of chairmen, porters, labourers,: and, drunken mechanics in- this
town, whofe famﬂu&s are generall:_.' too large to receive even maintenance, much lefs education
from the labour 6f their parents; and the lives of their fathers being often fhortened by their in-
temperance, a mother is left with many helplefs children, to be fupplied by her induftry; whofe
refource for maintenance is either the wafth-tub, green-ftall, or barrow. What muft then become
of the daughters of fuch women, where poverty and illiteratenefs confpire to expofe them to eve-
ry temptation ? and they often become proftitutes from neceflity, cven before their paflions can
have any fhare in their gmlt

ﬂnﬂ as beauty is not the particular lot of the rich more than the poor, many of the abovemen-
tioned girls have often great advantages of perfon; and whoever will look amongft them will fre-
quently fee the fiweetelt features difguifed by filth and dirt.

1 Tuzse are the girls that the bawds clean and cloathe for their wicked purpofes.  And this is
done to fuch a degree, that on a fearch night when the conftables have taken up near forty pro-
ftitutes, it hasappeared on their examination that the major part of them have been of this kind,
under the age of eighteen, many not more than twelve, and thefe, though fo young, half eat up
with the foul diftemper.

Wio can fay that one of thefe poor children had been proftitutes through vicioufnefs ? No,
‘They are young, unprotetted, and of the female fex; therefore become the prey of the bawd and
debauchee.

Here I cannot help mentioning a misfortune ; nay, I may fay, a cruelty, that often happens
to thefe deferted children, and I believe the offenders as often go unpunithed ; for the maternal
tendernefs of their mothers is either ftarved by their neceflities, or drowned in gin; and, for a
trifle, they conceal and forgive an offence which our laws have made capital. And 1 have fometimes
{een mothers, but indeed they ill deferve that name, who have trepanned their children into baw-
dy-houfes, and fhared with the bawd the gain of their own infant’s proftitutions. And fcarce a
feflions pafles without indi@tments being found againft porters, and fuch low fort of men, for ra
vithing the infants of the poor. But, asI faid before, I am afraid mere of thefe offences are con-
gealed from the magiftrate than are brought to light. Who can behold this havock on youth

and innocence, and not be fhock’d with their pitiable cafe # and who can feel for them without
being



[6]

will be fooneft carried into execution, by thofe who are rick in zea/, and
will exert their {kill and induftry.

FEw men have the welfare of their country more at heart than your-
felf s and few are better qualified to contrive the proper means of exe-

cuting a plan of fuch importance. I hope it will pleafe heaven to fa-
vor the defign.

THERE are many well meaning people in the world, who cannot di-
velt themfelves of certain prejudices, which they are led into by miftaken

notions of picty and policy, fo as to become at length irreligious and
inhuman. Whatever feverities fome private men may think neceffary, ac-
cording to the rules of what is commonly called prudence, thofe who

beftow

being warmed with a defire of affording them proteftion, and refcuing thefe helplefs lambs from
the hungry jaws of fuch ravenous wolves ?

To preferve thefe objects, and to reform others, who having been decoyed into vice, and from
the miferies they fuffer, are defirous to withdraw from that dreadful ftate, is my principal view
in what I fhall hereafter propofe; though I am perfuaded, if 1 can fucceed in the former, there
will be at leaft fewer to repent ; for evils of all Kinds in public focieties are only to be cured by
being prevented : remove the caufe, and the effeft muft ceafe. The fkilful furgeon, indggd,
when applied to too late, finds amputation of a limb abfolutely neceffary to preferve the whole bo-
dy; which very limb might itfelf have been preferved, had the fame fkill been earlier applied *
and Penienti occurite morbo, is as good a maxim in politics as in phyfic.

Tuz only difficulty I fee in putting this plan in execution, is, the firft expence; for, I hope,

in a very few years it will not only fupport itfelf, but prove a conftant nurfery for a body of
uwfeful domeftics, much wanted in this town.

Axp as the evil it propofes to remedy, is grown to a moft obnoxious height, and the wretches
that occafion it are the objeéts of univerfal compaffion, I doubt not, but it will receive an encou-
ragement proportionable to the public’s opinion of its utility ; nor do Ifear, but that in thefe my
endeavours, 1 fhall be honoured with the kind attention, the friendly approbation, and the ge-
nerous afliftance of the ladies, whofe tender feelings will give them a much jufter idea of the
fufferings of thefe poor creatures than any thing the warmeft imagination can fuggeit; for really
fome of their cafes, as Skakefpeare fays, beggar all defeription,

Introduition to Mr. Fielding's Plan for preferving deferted Ginls,
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beftow a moment’s thought on the attributes of the Deity, muft confefs
that.l_zis mercy is infinite, as well as his juftice; and if it were not (o, on
what foundation could we build our hopes of future happinefs ?

InpEED, I do moft heartily deplore the evil, and will readily contri-
bute my mite towards the removal of it. In the mecan while, T will

plead the caufe of the diftrefied, and endevor to rctain more able advo-
cates.

THE recommendation of fobricty, with a view to preferve health and
lengthen life, and to give our féamen | a rclifh for domeftic happinefs, is
clofely conneéted with that condition, which gives the beft fecurity of our
fidelity to the ftate, in war as well as in peace, The man who is rewarded
for doing well, and punifthed for doing ill, will not fight the worle for
having a wife and children. On the contrary, thefe are ftronger motives
to bravery; and if he, on the day of battle, thinks of any thing more than
beating his enemy, it will be to preféerve his family, to whom that ene-
my cannot mean any good. We have known two or three inftances of
men who pleaded the love of zheir wives in excuft for their cowardice:
would not thefe have been cowards, had they been unmarried ? And how
many inftances are there; of the belt husbands proving the braveft men :
of which we have lately feen one in a fea officer * who has greatly di-
flinguithed himfelf. He who is an honeft man, will difcharge the dutics
of his military capacity, as well as thofc of any other relation. And it
has been generally obferved, that as courage is one of the properties
which women chiefly admire in men, fo the moft undaunted in time of
danger have ufually been moft fufceptible of tender paflions.

TuveLic

1 This alludes to the preceding letter. * Capt. ForresT.
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PusLic love and private felicity concur to one common end. .But a
Juxurious effeminacy, and a temperance which becomes a foldier, are things
as diametrically oppofite, as cowardice and virtue; and there is no fear
that thofe will fight the worfe, who are not enflaved by thicif vicious ha-
bits, '

The care of poor and friendlefs girls,

Such as have not yet been made a prey to debauchery ; or fuch as are
defirous to reform their diforderly manner of life, is an object worthy of
the moft ferious attention. The kind of habitation neceflary for their
- reception ; the ftrict watchfulnefs which will be neceflary 5 the regulations
' to be made; and the difcipline to be obferved, require more than a tran-
fient confideration. Every thing has a beginning: if wc mean to ren-
der patriotifm and virtue, national, and to intcrelt heaven in our favor, we
muft enlarge our minds, according to the circumftances of perfons and

things.

IT is one of the misfortunes under which we labor at prefent, thar
though there are many who will lend aflitance to cure a difeafe, yet there
are but few who endevor to prevent ir. The reafon is plains of the rich,
the number of fuch as are idle and taught from their infancy to mifpend
rime, vaftly exceeds that of fuch perfons, who, tho' frec from all folici<
tude for the neceffary appendages of life, are yet convinced that they
were not fent here to triflc away their days in filly pomp, or vain amufe-~
ments,  What a voluminous book it would make, were every fad record-
ed, in which a timely rclief of tem pounds would probably have faved a
hundred, or pethaps a thoufand ; or wherc proper counfel and aflifance;
or the mclodious words of true charity might have foothed a heart burft-
ing with rage, or breaking with diftrefs and forrow,

4 WHEN
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WaEN the generality of the common people have worn off a fenfe of
ﬂlamc, and tho' able to work, arc contented to eat the bread of idle=
nefs, we muit cxpc& to fee numbetlefs abufcs of almoft every kind of
charity. In the mean while corruption and bad examples often turn
panders to excefs and luxury, and create wants, which otherwife
would have no exiftence. Bur whilft we contemplate the evils which
have made fuch inroads uvpon us, we muft ftand to our arms, and if
poflible, prevent their progrefs.

WE already complain of the want of inhabitants ; and yet, I know. not
Ejr what modern refinements, in which neither the laws of God, nor
nanonal pol:cy have any fhare, w::: {':a}r, m.-e [foldier fbouid not m.::ry', that
be may be the more ready to ga to mar, and barracks, which, without
all doubt, arc well calculated to cftablith difcipline, and make good fol-
diers, it is to be feared, will hardly be productive of matrimony.

AGAIN, we fay, the fuilor will be nothing but a f(ailor, and it will
be in vain to encourage him to [pend any part of his time on flore, in
attending the care of a family. But, what is yet more extraordinary, we
add, as part of our domeftic policy, # is improper. in the domejlic to
pretend to marry : and for fuch offence he is generally turned out of fer-
vice, as if he were an enemy to his country, and had forfeited the right

of proteCtion from the community,

As to the pradtice of a great part‘nf the common pcnplc, in the coun-
try, they come together firft, and if the woman proves with child, they
are generally obliged, through cufitom or compulfion, to marry. In 3
partial and contrafted view of things, this nfage Imay appear not almgcthc::

B im-

4
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_impolitic; but it is a great fcandal to us as believers in Chrift, and weats
off the impreflions of the difgrace of illegal love. Even the Marriage-
Ai?, which is extremely well calenlated to reduce an undifciplined people
to order, has, by a perverfion of the defign, in too many inftances cre-
ated an indifference to marriage amongflt many of the common people-
To this we may add the decline of a fenfe of religion amongft the vul-
gar ; a want of country work-houlcs, where mi:ans of labor may be pro-

vided much better than in parifhes; and !ﬁﬂI}f a p:rmmms example of
the exceffrue love of pleafure and amufement.

To fuch caufes as thefe it is, in fome meafure, owing that our ftreets
fwarm with proftitutes; and, as if the diftin&ion between the rational
animal, and the braze, were deﬁruycd ahd Hymen's facred fire ::ttm-
guifhed, fuch excefles are committed as are too fhameful to recite,

IN. the mcan while, the immoderate ufc of rea and [Piritous liguors,
joined to the adulteration of bread and wine, with other fuch kinds of
evils, have fo far prevented the increafe of iﬁhabi_tanfs, that we fhall pro-
bably feel a. want, before the war is at an end. - 3

WAt then 18 to be done? Tet notions of private convenichce, ot
falfe maxims in politics, prevail ever fo muach; let men in higher life de~
cliie marrying, becanfe wonten are exttavagant; and let artificial wants be-
preferred tothe order of nature, and to that fimplicity. of life which is the true.
fource of human happinefs : let the bulk of the people be as foolifh, oras-
impious as they. pleafe ;- arc thofe who really think of their duty, to look on,.
and fee fuch crowds of females become the prey of penury, infamy and dif--
cafe® Will no filendly ‘hand be Rrctched forth, to fuccour thofe who-
implore afliftance, ‘and defire to be‘delivered out of ‘their fad condition?

: But:



[oxx ]
But whillt we are fhewing them compaflion,: e muit take care not to
brigg them out of one kind of idlenels into another, left the remedy
fhould be as bad as the difcale., We findithe laws * ‘cannot reftrain
them, and . punifbing of jthem is to very lirde purpofe, nor will
the impofition of laborious tasks or any treatment devoid of huma-
B2 nity,

*'But thefe defefts, in refpedt to gaming houfes, bawdy houfes, and diforderly houfes,
are provided for by a late at of parliamept. By this law, if two inhabitants, who pay fcot
and bear lot, in the place where fuch gaming houfes, £ are kept, do give you netice in
writing, fi fi gmﬁ.rmg the name of the party who fhall keep any fuch diforderly houfe, as afore-
faid; you are forthwith to' go with fuch inhabitants before a juftice; and they are to make
woath, that they do believe the contents of fuch notice true; and enter into a recognizance of
twenty pounds each, to give, or procure material evidence againft the keepers of fuch hou-
fes, at the next feflions. You are alfo required to enter into a recognizance of thirty pounds,
to profecute the law with effe@; and all reafonable charges, being firlt fettled by two jufti-
ces of the peace, are to be paid you by the overfeers of the parifh where the offence was
committed, upon penalty of their forfeiting double the fum. Your duty is hercin enforced
by a heavy penalty, which you will be therefore extremely careful not to incur.

It was generally hoped that the abovementioned ad ‘of parliament weuld put ‘an effetial
flop to, at leaft, the open and barefaced bawdy houfes, as the procefs againft them upon
‘this fatute, not only fhortens the proceedings, but prevents that kind of chicanry, by which
‘they had formerly eluded punifhment, and alfo affigns a pecuniary reward of twenty pounds to
enforce its execution. The confequence of this aét was fo much apprehended by the bawds of
Covent Garden, that upon its commencement, and fome little time after, they ftopped their in-
-famous praétices. But unhappily the execution {Jf this excellent law requires the information of
Two lluuﬁ:ktepers_. who pay fcot, and bear lot in the parith where the offence is tommitted:
‘and fuch is the dread and terror every man is under of incurring the odious name of informen,
‘that few profecutions have been commenced upon this a&. This the bawds faw and availed
‘themfelves of it, by rei‘urning openly and publicly to their a&s of proftitution; and one of
‘them, with an impudence agﬁe&ble to her calling, advertifed, that fhe was removed from the
Piazzas Covent Garden to Eowsfireer, where fhe allo inferibed under her fign; and ‘that, ftreet is
now almoft filled with the fame infamous honfes. Poflibly this inveterate evil mighl: be cured
‘by wﬂmg the magiftrate with 2 power to aét in refpe@ to bawdy houfes as by the ftatute 33
H. 8. he is empowered to do by gaming houfes: namely, to fearch for and ¢ommit the
offenders upon his own certain wiew: by this means the plea of want of information would
‘be removed, and if, ‘after this, thefe brothels, the nurferies of all manner of mtkedneﬁ;, ﬂmurd
“ftill :xﬂh the blame would then juftly reft upon the magiftracy. '

Mr. -Wffr.ﬁ’; Qffice of Confable,
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nity operate effe@ually to the great end in view, § we muft find them em=
ployment, fitft for zbeir benefit, that they may be the farther removed from
temptation ; and next for our own fake that by their labor they may re-
pay the husbandman and manufaturer for their food and raiment, and
cafc the community by fupporting themfclves by their induftry.

It was laft fpring that I propofed to a zealous patriot and prelate, to
think of the means of ere@ing a manufaltory for making carpets, upon
the principles of thofe of Turkey, for the employment of repenting pro-
flitutes.  What firft fuggefted this thought, was an offer a great manufac-

turcr

§ Little need be faid to prove that thefe wrefches, who are lurking at every m:ﬁ:fhﬂf
our ftreets, are an intolerable nufance. Here I would be underftood to mean thofe unhappy
creaturcs, who having neither a houfe to fhelter them, nor a proteftor to fupport them, are un-
der a neceflity of wandering up and down the ftrects to make a prey of the unwary apprentice
and intoxicated hufband. The bodies of thefe women are generally a complication of diforders,.
their language made up of dreadful execrations, and their behaviour infamous$ beyond compari-
fon. Thefe wretches, by their open proftitutions, make fin cheap. By thefe the apprentice
is feduced to criminal converfe; which generally ends in pilfering from his mafter: deteftion
follows, and if his mafter has the humanity to difcharge him without profecution, reputation
being deftroyed, it is odds but he affociates himfelf with the wretch who feduced him, who
rarely fails to put him upon a robbery to fupport her. Thefe wretches cannot be faid only to
corrupt youth, but like a violent contagion precipitate the body into immediate defiruction.
Great numbers of thefe have been apprehended upon private fearches who have been fent, fome
to bridewell to hard lahor, others, too difeafed for punifhment, to holpitals; little good, if
any, has arifen from thefe; for upen being difcharged from one, and cured at the: other,
having no means of recommendation, or honeft method of fupporting themfelves, neceffity,
united ‘to 2 mind abandoned to debauchery, drives them to their former: prattices for fupport.
Hard indeed is that duty whofe tendency is ufelefs feverity; and where punifhment only. pre-
vents for the time it ﬁperates, but hardly ever produced one reformation! I have often withed,
.with an aching heart, that there was among the noble charities, which dﬂ"ungmih this age. in
hofpitals for almoft every human calamity, one jinftituted by the legiflature to receive and pre-
vide labor for thefe true objetts of compaflion, as well as deteftation. Poflibly the making, the
army clothes and linen might be introduced, whereby :thefe unhappy ﬁ:iluw-crcatures might
‘be refened from difeale and mifery, and inftead of being a nufance to the pubh::,.l become ufe-
ful to it, and prevent the ruin of thoufands, : My, Weleh’s Remarks.
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tarer made to an hofpital which I attend, to engage for this purpofe fuch
children as were turned of ten years of age. This propofal could not
take effe@ ; but it immediatcly occurred to my mind that if children of
“fo tender an age could be of fuch fervice, women and girls, tho' unus'd
to honeft labor, might be eafily taught how to work. And that this ma-
nufa&urc is of great confequence to us, is beyond all difpute.

. I thought that if proper regulations were eftablifhed, it would certainty

anfwer; provided that in this manufacture ftheme, young finners be feparated
fromold ones 5 and thofe who are in:danger of going aftray, be received,
and: diftinguithed from both.  The fuccefsful condu& of the Marine
-ﬁ;‘fr{r feemed to me to have at length prepared the way for rtaking
‘care of friendlefs and abandoned gir/s, as well as boys; and that the for-
mer might be rendered as ufeful at home,  as the latter are abroad. . This
induced me, abour four months fince, to confult a great carpet-manu-
fa@turer, in hopes of finding employment and a provifion for thefe un-
hapﬁ} creatures; and he affurcs me, that this might cafily be cffected.

CARPETs may, perhaps, be cfteemed an article of luxury 5 but they
ccftain!y contribute to cafe and comfort, as well as clegance, and are at
leaft as proper as a fine apartment, or any other rich furniture; not to
méh;igin the fums we pay for them to forcigners. DBut what is ftill of
grcafér confequence, I apprchend they will foon become a confiderable
ari:iéle"_uf commerce, for exportation. Nothing that belongs to the fur-
Jﬂtuﬂ: of a houfe, is of fuch confcquence as this, to a Perfian, an Indian,
or a Turk; nor are Chriflians, of the foremoft ranks in fortune and
dignity, much bchind them. We alrcady greatly excel the caftern nations,

in the color and pattern of this manufaturc ; as we calily may do foon in

the quality and futftance.

TBais
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THis is an object which feems in a more efpecial manner to claim the
attention of the SocIETY FOR ENCOUR AGING ARTs, MANUFACT URES,
AND CoMMERCE, to whofc patronage I recommend it. They have fone-
thing in their power, in their colle@ive, as well as private capacity, and it
may be f:-rr:f-:m::d they will not have it lefs in their inclination, ameng {o
many uleful things, to give the world a firiking proof of their fkill, and
.of their beneficence. Arts and commerce cannot but floutith under: the
influence of a fociety, which has already thewn fo much zeal for the wel-
fare of their country, in promoting induftry and ingenuity, and confe-
quently checking the growth of vice. But in this they will alfo demon-
ftrate 2 noblenefs and gallantry of fpirit, heightened by the moft exalted po-
licy. By preventing the guilt and mifery of proftitution, they will lend af-
fitance to deftroy one of the numerous caufes of the decreafle of the people,
which muft at length invelve arts, manufalures, and commerce, in one
common diltrefs. Such a flep will give us a fpecimen of what the
golden age has been, if fuch an age there ever was, or, at leaft, what is
motft like that happy ftate which poets have defcribed with fo much art and
beanty. ;

4
Aslam now recommending the care of fuch crowds of wretched wo-

men, to the charity of the noble minded, I cannot help remarking, that if
there was lefs idlenefs amongft the working female poor, there would b-c
not only fewer proftitutes, and fewer beggars, but a moft enormous {:ﬁ_:
pence in the poor's rate would likewife be faved. If the indulgence ng
feeding thofe who do not work, is a mark of tendernefs, we may well
fay that England is the beft country in the world for women. ‘Great
numbers of thefe, who are born to get their bread by labor, fpend their
days in idlenefs, beyond what is obferved in any other country, to the

3 dif=
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difgrace of our politics, as well as injury to our morals. Therefore,
there is the ftronger reafon on this occafion, to enter ferioufly into
the confideration of this propofal.

Ir thefc women were confined for a certain time, according to their
different charater and behaviour, it may be prefumed that fomec of
them would obtain the forgivencfs of their parents and their friends,
after a fhort time of repentance; and proper precautions being taken,,
fuch muft of courfe be reftored. In the mean while the moft laborious
or ingenious, fhould not be put upon a level with the lazy and indolent 5
one third, or an half of the produce of their labor, according to their
gains, fhould be referved to them, as their private property s that they
might have the fairer profpedt of returning with advantage into: the
world, and get a comfortable fupport, either in the married or fingle ftate.
Thus, after a due time of probation, fpent in picty and a habit of in- |
duftry, in a healthy and fpacious place, thefe women might wipe off the
ftains of their former impurity, and render themfelves more amiable than
ﬁm’ny others of the common people,

 IT is not to be imagined, but that great numbers of thefe con-
verts would find good husbands. As the cafe now ftands, we fee that
ill men are not cqually delicate, in this inftance; fome rare geniufes:
deviate from the beaten track. The agreeablenefs of many of thefe
women, added to theic ability to fuppoft themfelves, might tie the bands:
of focial affetion ftronger, than is ulual in common life, where ncither
piety nor induftry are in fathion, i

Bur T would add' yet fometiting farther. As 1 have often been fhock’d:
at the inhuman ambition of the Fremch court, in fporting away the lives;,
: andi
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and invading the propertics of men; fo, I muft confels, I was-firuck.
with; the: good fenfe, the policy, and the humanity, which it fhew'd, in a
fignal a& of munificence, upon occafion of the birth of an heir to the

crown; I mecan the giving-in-marriage a certain number of poor gitls
with fuitable portions.

Wourp not this nation acquirc immortal honour, if the diredors o¢
this propofed charity, were intrufted with a fund, in order to give fmal

dowrys to fuch of thefe poor girls and converted proftitutes as excelled in
virtue 2

TuEe leatrned Erafinus, and the ingenious Baron Holberg, w_ha a_lfﬁ '.
diftinguithed himfelf éxrremel}f by his uncommon merit, flmu,,ht' tlii |
one of the nobleft kinds of charit}r, and bequeathed certain fums of mn-
ney to it. The latter alfo eltablifhed a_fund for that purpol‘c, and w1tl1-
out doubt, died with much the greater plealure, in the rtﬂeﬁlﬂn that
he fhould be inftrumental in making fome young ladies happlcr, m that
ftate, which it is no indignity to them to fuppofe mofl young wnmcn w1ﬂ1
to be. His legacics were confined to the moff wirtuous part of the fcx,
and confequently to render them more happy than they were before. - I
am pleading for thofc who once were loff and are ﬁmnd wnh a w-:w.tn
alleviate their sféry and render them ufeful: And fince p!e’.ezﬁrf chlcf-
ly confifts in an ablence of pasn, and virtue is, in fome degree, its own
reward, it feems to be a higher obje& of the carc of mankind, to re-

lieve the diftrefled, than even to augment the happinefs which 'I-’:ﬂ#f hﬂ;
fo ftrong a title to,

" '

Ir the promife of femporal as well as eternal rewards, will raife a
glorious emulation among(t the moft virfwous ; may we not hope alfo

that
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that it will be inftrumental in reclaiming the wicsous 2 Happinefs is the
common end purfued ;5 and virtue and induftry will point out, cven to
the moft abandoned of mankind, what are the trueft means to acquire
this glorions end.

WE may lay it down as an invatiable maxim, that whatever tends to pro-
mote a habit of induftry, which, to all appearance, will produce as grear
an advantage to a ftate, as the pecuniary confideration which is given, to
promore that induftry, will in the iffue, be highly beneficial. = Bat, if co
indufiry we add the mcans of preférving life ; the improvement of #z0-
ral virtue, and the exercife of religious duties, it is, in fa&, only making
ufe of a few good things of a leffer value, to acquire more good things of
a greater value : and where care is taken to prevent abufes, this muft be
produétive of the greateft benefit to a ftate.

Portrons being thus given to fuch reclaimed proflitutes, as excel moft
in piety, induftry, and a fubmiffion to a regular wconomy, it would of-
ten pfcpatc the way to their being married to very honeft indufirious men,
fuitable to them, fuch as the directors might entircly approve. The happy
ends which would be obtained by fuch premiums, given to the moft vir-
tuous, arc too obvious to necd any farther illuftration. For, if thofe, who
have been a nufance, become ufeful members to focicty, and the people
grow more virtuous, the ends of frue policy and true charity, arc an-
fwered in the higheft and moft proper manner, and the fate will be
doubly repaid the charge. And, as there would be no great difficulty in
contriving the means to obtain money for fuch an excellent purpofe, I
recommend it, as an objett of importance, to the fcrious attention of eve-
ry good politician, as well as good man.

C ‘ THE
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Tue defignin gencral, as is the cafe of every important enterprize, requires

- [ L]
1 j x 3 = ol

mature deliberation s the difficulties that will atrend it, I apprehend, are!
far from being unfurmountable. I am entirely perfuaded there is roome
to lay the foundation of a moble firuéfure ; and the more arduous the

work is, the more honor it will be to thofe who carry it -into exe-
cution.

Tue common objeétion, to a propofal of this nature, that lct us do
all we can, there will be harlots of many kinds, is not'to the purpole..
If this manner of reafoning were allowed, the doors of mercy would be
fhut vp, or men muft become angels, and ftand in need of no fuch:
kinds of charity, as human mifery now renders neceflary. The inferior
clafies of proftitutes, who are in the firft ftages of iniquity, arc real obs=;
jelts of pity: and thofe, who from lofs of charalter, are totally cut off
from ¢very other mecans of fupport, deferye the moft tender commifera-
tiom. Thefe muft cither ceale to zhink, or labor under the acuteft an-
guifh of fenf, as well as pan, and difeafe of body. The more 1 think of.
their condition, the more the yoice of heaven feems to plead their caufe.
And fince feverity has been found ineffectual, what ought we to do but
try cvery gentle method that promifes fuccefs? '

In the great citics of other countrics, where common proftitutes are
not fo numecrous as in this metropolis, nor by far o impudent, mﬁr:_:_
care is taken, and more humanity fhown. = Libertinifm of this fort is not
countenanced by our laws, as in Holland, Italy, Venice, and fome other
countries 3 nor do I apprehend the purity of the chriftian religion will by
any means admit of fuch laws ; but the evil, in its immediate effeéts, might |

per-
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perhaps be lefs injurious to the fare, and even to many private perfons,
if it were tolerated by legal authority, Whether a breach of -the com-
mandments of God, in this refpe&, on the part of him who took advan-
tage of the laws of men, would be fo criminal as perjury, to which ma-
ny laws do, in their own nature, adminifter, we muft leave to divines
and cafuifis to determine. If brothels were confined to a certain fpot,
many a yeung man, and fome o/d ones, who now wander out of the paths
of virtue, might be reftrained by a fenfe of ffame. They would not be
in danger, as they now conftantly are, of being led aftray by the force
of temptation, or #mportunity. On the other hand the women would
be better artended in ficknefs, and fewer perifh by the venom of a foul
difeafe, as too many do: for it is a known fa&, that all of them are
not admitted into hofpitals, or not {o fpeedily as their cafe requires.

LeT thofe who are fhock’d at any propofal of this kind, think con/yf-
ently, and be alfo thock’d at the very thought of being carelefs fpetators,
whilft numbers are fecking their own deftruction. Is it confiftent with the
wifdom of any nation, to negle& the means of promoting virtue, and
checking vice ? But where humanity is fo deeply concerned, is not the
ﬂﬁ;ﬁbﬂ_ aggravated into a crime ; and docs it not call loud for redrefs ?

WE are now invited to think very /@rion/ly upon the prefent occalion.
Thofe vices which are moft dangerous to the community, are gencrally pu-
nifhed with the moft feverity s but the iniquity, now under con=
fideration, is of fuch a nature, as to be more ecafily cured by mercy
than by juflice. Not to fpeak of the diftreflcs of men who are
feduced, and who deferve fome pity 5 and of whole families whofc cir-
camftances are too often rendered fuch, as can hardly be relafed ; what

C2 num-
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numbers of poor girls have been loft to their parents, their conmtry, and
their God !"What (orrow, mixed with indignation, muft arife in a gencrous
breaft, at the fight of fuch numbers of young women plying in the
fireets, as abandoned proffitutes ?

How extremcly grating it is to hear, a woman addreffed with no gentler
falutation than d—d b—b s a language not very civi/, even when applied
to the vilelt of women, and yet, 1 am forry to fay, not altogether un~
{uitable to the charalter of thofe, to whom it is ufually given i * Whe,
that confiders the ignity of that nature in which the fon of God himfelf
appeared, and views attentively the miferable condition of thefe wretches,
can refrain from tears ? To be like a 6~—5, or fomething worfc, is dread-
ful indeed! and, for being fo, to be: configned to everlalling perdition !
— Here all language ceafes 5 and all utterance fails !

1

To fec women difguifed with liguor, or fighting with _:aéh otl;cr, or
the pooreft fort covered with filth and rags, and yet waiting for theit
prey: thefe arc things {o monftrous as hardly to be conceived 5 nor are
they known in any other country. There is a certain elegance or deli-
cacy even in vice, as well as in virtue, though indeed it is rendered the
more dangerous to fome perfons on that account.—And how often do we
hear thofc tongues, which the God of nature defigned fhould foften the di-
firefles of human life, and give a relifh to its joys, uttering the greateft in-
decencies, and the moft dreadful imprecations =—TImmodefly herfelf is con=
founded, and Impudence hides her face!

THesE are zruths which cannot be denicds but it is alfo true, that
there are many poor girls who /ament their {ad condition, and would:
| gladly

* « A fhamelefs woman fball be counted as a dog.”
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gladly reform : many pour out their heatts injrcal, as well as fome in
diflembled forrow. Have they not rcafon to complain, of the want of
charity with regard to themfclves? Atcc they not real objeds of chriftian
compaflion ? How many are cut off from all hopes of mercy, except.the
cruel mercy of thole who afford them a temporary relief, at the wretched
price of accumulated guilt, and the moft unworthy treatment ? How ma-
ny have been feduced by the promifes of men, and fuffer all the miferies
of poverty, infamy, and contempt, in¢onfequence of a mean and perfi-
dious violation of thofe promifes, in the guilt of which the female has
properly no fhare? |

 'Wro can behold'the image of God, debafed even befow the vileff animal §

and not wifh to fce it reftored 2 Brates follow the dictates of nature, and
are obedient to their appetites s but appetite has frequently no fhare in
the promifcuous commerce of thele unhappy women # What mifery can
exceed that of perfons who act perpetually in oppofition to the plaireft
 di@ates of reafon, and are plunged into a kind of neceflity of purfuing a
courfe of life, the end of which they know is perdition. To languifh in
a loathfome difeafe, furrounded with mifery, in a more loathfome bro-
thel; to be thrown into a goal, or perfecuted by thofe very perfons who
fhould afford them the means of repenting s however fhocking fuch cir-
cumftances may appear, they give but a faint idea of the fufferings of many
?F'thc{i‘:_ wretched wonien.

Ir we confider thiefe young perfons as botir in a frze country, where
pure rcligion is profeffed; many of them educated in the principles of
virtue; all of them entitled to the protetion of men, and defigned by
the wife author of naturc as theit partners in the focial joys of life: and

3 turn
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tarn the glafs, and behold them the flaves of an abandoned procutefs
fold, both body and foul, for balf a crown;—it is indeed moft deplor-
able l—What aggravates the cvil is, that thefe poor wretches, when once
fallen into the fnare, can hardly extricate themfelves whilft their health
or beauty lafts. When they are become indebted to B—ds and Tully-men

which is generally the cafe, nothing lefs than a generous lover can dec-
liver them from the prefenc diftrefs, and even defer for a fhort time the

fatal hour of toral ruin. ’ -

Ir there is joy in heaven at the converfion of one finmer that repent-
eth, there ought to be joy on carth alfo. How fhall we anfwer it to God |
if we continue longer to afford no opportunitics of converfion to fuch
objects of pity ? It is a great miftake, to imagine that thofe whom we
arec now recommending, are loft beyond redemption. There is a native
ingenuoufnefs in the female mind ; and virrue will charm as well as vice.
All who haye been hurried into thefe excefles, are not deaf to the calls of
confcience. Strength of paflion, and firength of rcafon, often meet in
the fame perfon: and there have been inftances of the worft finners be-
coming the greateft {aints.

WaaT judgment did the Saviour of the world pals on a harlot 2
What was the cale of Mary Magdalen ? Thofle who have crred moft in
this way, arc frequently obferved to have a peculiar mixture of fuch
qualities as difpofe the heart to repentance. And to fhut the doors of
mercy againft them, can never be the way to obtain mercy for our own
fins, whatever they may be: nor can wc negleét the prefervation of fuch
perfons without greatly injuring the community 5 confidering what aum-

bers there are in this deplorable fituation.

4 : ! As
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As to motives derived from piety, 1 have known a man in Portngal
i:narrjr an abandon'd proftitute, in hopes, by converting her, to atone for
an afrocious crime. In Rome, Venice, Lucca, Pifa, and other places in
Italy, they have their convertite, or convents defigned to reclaim thefe
tran[‘g‘rcﬂbrs. If our church has lefs zeal, it has more zrue charity ; and
in point of policy, 1 hope we fhall never give place to Jtalians, Perhaps
we are not in gencral fo abandoned, with regard to this part of irreligi-
ous condud, as thofe people are ;3 and there is great reafon to think that
the fenfe of thame is fironger in the breafts of our women, cven among
the common fort, when we obferve that the greater crime of murder has
been too often committed, to conceal an ifffgaf amour. And we find in
the character of our ladics a higher fenfe of Aomor, and a truer notion of
duty as grounded on religious principles, than are ufually to be met with
amongft the women of any other country, which I have known. Bue
where fhali we find fuch an @bandon’'d race, as that which infefts the moft
Rubl_'ic fircets of London, where the number of proflitutes is fo great in
the evening, that we fhould doubt whether every woman we meet, is not
of that ftamp, were they not diftinguifhed for the moft part, by that fore
of condut which is totally devoid of honor, decency or fhame.

“1r we confider the principlc's on which thofe a&, who belicve the doc-
trinc of the Romifh church, we mult commend the zeal of thofe ladies,
even of the firlt rank, who have condefcended to fcrve in menial offi-
ces, thoft proftitutes who are become converts, This height of devotion
however is not adapted to our church, or climate : it is alfo not fuited to
the delicacy of our ladies, nor is it at all neceffary, to our prefent pur-

pofe, that it thould'; but yet we may flatter qur(elves that the moft fen-
' | fible
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{enfible, and the chafteft women amongft us, will thew the moft com-
miferation, and pride themfelves moft in promoting the charity which
I am now recommending, In the mean while men who are the /eaff, as
well as thofc who are the mof converfant with barlets, will find fuffi-
cient reafon, upon the prefent occafion, to affift in this good work. In-
deed it is a work which requires the truclt gallantry of fpirit; that
gallantry which is really érave and generous, and produive of the folid
happine(s of others, mot the fhort-lived gratification of their own
anworthy wifbes.

THus have I given you my thoughts, with regard to the pious motives
for eftablifhing this charity; and I will moft heartily contribute towards
the carrying of it into execution. Thofe who intereft themfelves in it will
eompare notes, and deliberately contrive the means which will render it
moft effectual. But I cannot too often inculcate this rule, that the bands
of thefe women muft be employed as well as their bearts ; for if piety
is not duly fupported, it will lofe its ground, and will not be able to
keep them within bounds. If they were inclofed within walls of brafs,
2dlenefs would gorrupt them.

A prroject of this fort opens to our view a wa/f ficld for improve-
ment.  No fingle project which can be eafily compafied at once, will pro-
vide fora quarter part of the neceflitous, in the way now propofed ; thercfore
1 wifh to fee you and your ingenious friends begin and teach us fome rules
for the better condu@ of o delicate an affair. At the fame time I muft re-
peat it that I am fully perfuaded, great advantages will arife to the communi-
ty, from the employment of gitls in making of carpezs.. I apprehend no
women arc in fo great diftrefs as the common proflitutes of the town:

there-
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thetefore thefe ought to have the preference. It feems alfo neceflary to
tefle& ferioufly, if there will be any occafion to admit of any mez into a
manufattory of this fort, except ke Fathers, a fecretary to keep the ac-
counts; and the mafler manufatturer to direé the works: and it may be
prefumed that perfons fit for fuch offices will be found.

SoME of thefe reflections were committed to writing many years fince
_when you firft menrion’d the fubje to mec; therefore yox have the def?
title to them. If they are worth your attention, and merit the regard of
other thinking perfons, my end is {o far gained ; and I gladly make ufe
of this opportunity to aflure you, that I am, with the moft fincere efteem,

Your moft obedient

Humble Servant,

Btrand, 18 Feb, 1758

Jonas Hanway:.
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April 7. 1758,

P OSwmE oS CiRe TP T,

N difcourfing with my friends on the fcheme of eftablithing an azylum for
repenting profiitutes, reference is frequently made to what has been faid on
this fubject by feveral writers, particularly within thefe rwelve months patt.
As1 have but little time to read, I know the lefs of what other people

think ; and, for the fame reafon, what I write myfelf is the more genuine. To
corroborate what I have already advanced, I prefent you with a letter, taken from
the Gentleman's Magazine of Auguft laft : perhaps fome of the thoughts contained
in it, may furnifh you with hints towards the forming a complete plan for carrying this
good work into execution, with all poffible advantage.

In purfuing this fpeculation, it is thought abfolutely neceffary, to confider
repenting proftitutes and friendlefs girls, as objefts under very different circum-
ftances : but the latter are not the lefs worthy of our commiferation; and
though they fall more within the cognizance of the laws already made, yet
thofe laws have not been fo executed as to prevent the calamitous effects of
ignorance, idienefs and poverty. 1 fhould therefore think the community under great
obligations to fuch perfons as will reach out a hand to the fuccor, particularly
of fuch as are erphans 5 and, by thowing a good example, towards as’ many of them
as can be well taken care of, compenfate for the imperfei? adminiftration, or
the real defets of the laws, in relation to thefe objeéts.

EvERrY beneficent act of this kind, will deferve the higheft commendation. If
we can thus introduce fome kind of police, though under a private management,
we may in time awaken the attention of our fellow-fubjetls ; and if the laws already
provided are, as I apprchend them to be, really infufficient, fome amend-

E ments
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ments may be made to them, in order to our trying the experiment propofed, with
all pofiible advantage. Poverty and diftrefs will thus be fo far alleviated, as to pre-
vent any necefity of thefe girls becoming proftitutes : and however we may diftin-
guifth afterwards, the fame plan will nearly anfiwer both purpofes. '

Men are naturally fond of their firn# thoughts, but we fee in almofl every public
inftitution, that too much ingenuity cannot be employed in planuing and adopting
the moft conftitutional and practicable metbods, to prevent abufes ; to avoid fruit-
lefs expences ; to promote the great caufe of bumanity 3 and at length to open our
minds, that we may be able to take in the greateft objecis without difficulty. _For
this purpofe 1 hope an bonoraryreward will be given, for the beft plan for the eftablifh-
ment of a charity boufe, or charity boufes, for repenting proflitutes. Manufaiiures and
Trade are intimatly concerned in the employment of a great number of people, and
particularly of thofe who have been the-moft id/e and wicked. No other ficiety but
that for the encouragement of arts, manufaiiunres, and commerce, can give fuch benora-
ry reward, and I hope they will countenance a propofal of this nature. Thus we may
hope to fee the attention of the ingenious called forth, whilft the zea/ of thofe who de-
light to think, how the good of mankind may be promoted, is put in action: and
we fhall probably make confiderable improvements on what has been already written
on the fubject.

Tue letter from the Auguft magazine in regard to barlots is as follows :

¢ T have lately read zbrecletters in a paper called the CITIZEN, that have made a
deep impreffion upon my mind. Religion, humanity, and pity for the moft miferable of
all our diftrefled fellow-creatures, call upon the community in general, to confider the
contents of thofe letters, with attention ; and I make no doubt but you will very readily
lay the fubftance of them before your numerous and judicious readers. The defign of
the writer is to excite a fpirit of charity towards repenting proftitutes, and a lau-
dable refolution to provide an hofpital for their reformation. He fays, in his fir
letter, that coming home to his chambers, in the Temple, one night with a friend,
from an evening walk inthe park, they agreed to take the different fides of the way,
and to count the unfortunate girls who prefented themfelves to their view, but to

| fix
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fix the character of proftitutes upon none but thofe who fpoke firt, = In this march
of obfervation, before they arrived at Temple- Bar, his friend’s account amounted to
113, and his own to 84 ; his friend was on the Temple fide of the Strand, and he
was on the oppofite fide. ~They fpent the evening together, and agreed, that not
one of thefe proftitutes, but might have been a daily pleafure to their aflicted
parents ; that the care and expence of raifing them, though not equal in all, yet
confiderable even to the leaft of them : that many pious vifiters had embraced them
in infancy, on their good parents account, often fhed a tear over them, and as
often recommended their future welfare to the care of providence. They likewife
agreed, that many of them would gladly go to fervice, and recover their health and
chara@®er, could they only get footing in a regular family ; but, as the cafe now
ftands, the thing is impoflible : the good or ill fame of the poor ereature muit
come from the laft place fhe lived in; and perhaps fhe has not been to fervice fince
her young mafter got her with child, and laid the foundation of all her mifery.

Tue confideration in the fecond letter, is how to provide a remedy for this in-
creafing evil. In Hbolland, fays the writer, they have houfes, called Sperville boufes,
where thefe unfortunate women are placed, either. by deputies of the ftate, or by the
magiltrates 3 there they are kept quite apart, even at meals; they work, and by that
means more than fupport themfelves. In a year or two their faces, by the natural
change of inhabitants in that country, are forgoten as proftitutes ; and when they have
a mind to come out, the character they have obtained in that houfe of fobriety, fru-
gality, and induftry, is allowed to be a fufficient recommendation to any family.
But there are often ftill happier circumftances attend this their feemingly unfor-
tunate fituation : once or twice a year they walk in a kind of gallery, and appear, as
fervants doat a ftatute fair, in the different counties of England. Sailors juft landed,
and who have neither time nor inclination for long courtfhip, often marry them ;
the flates give their confent, and fomietimes a {mall fortune 3 and many perfons,
from proftitutes, have been made jovful mothers of children.

E 2 THE
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Tue failor looks on his flame as a widow. Ina year or two, if they chufe to
ftay, ‘all ill-natured ftories die: but fuppofing they fhould not, there are,
many inftances of men who have gloried'in thus faving the unfortunate ; and I my-
felf, fays the writer, have heard an honeft fellow fay; let the man anfwer it to bis
confcience who made you difboneft : I bave more pleafure in making you bonefe, than ever
be bad in making you otherwife.,

Way fuch a fcheme fhould not be fet about, and brought to perfetion in Eng-
land, T cannot tell, It feems a moft charitable age; and it was but t'other day
that I read in one of the papers of a new hofpital for ruptures. Think how many
parents, inan hour of kind relenting, might, by thefe means, find out their Haugh-
ters again, which it would tire out the beit diligence to do in this metropolis.
Changing names and places of abode renders thisimpoffible, and many a poor girl
dies in an hofpital, or a prifon, at the very inftant her friends are in fearch of her,
and willing to bring her home.

In the third letter the writer has very ingenioufly introduced, a vifionary plan by
way of dream, with the regulations neceffary for an hofpital, fuch as he thinks
would anfwer the end propofed. I really thought, fays he, that I faw a building
already ereCted, fomewhat near the Foundling Hofpital; and, as foon as I entered,
the pannels in the hall, or veftibula, appeared filled with the names of many kind
benefaétors. But as I thould premife to you, that, to make the dream more real,
on my knocking at the outer gate, the PUREE like moft porters at a gate, not
coming immediately, I faw a group of fcmales n{)t‘fﬁlch whofe language befpaku
a real goodnefs of heart, for they call’d the huufe a neft of nafty, ftinking, poifon’d

whores.

BuT, to go on, the edifice was what builders call an-half H. The centre made

a good chapel, and the wings were the lodging, and working rooms, of ‘I:hr:
feveral inhabitants. To make the reader ftill underftand it better, the form
! was



o

was not very unlike the Foundling Hofpital, only larger and more lofty. T took
pains to enquire into the feveral particulars which related to fo noble and true a
charity. I found that the right wing was fet apart for thofe who had been of infe-
rior families, and low extrattion ; whereas the left was kept for ladies, whofe rank
in life required privacy and a fuperior treatment. '

Tue right wing only was vifible to ftrangers, and that very cautioufly, to pre-
vent thofe fneers and jokes which rude and illiterate people are too apt, in this
country, to throw upon diftrefs. They were not to be feen except at their hours of
meals, as perpetual interruption would hinder the kind intent of being placed there, -
which was to be private and induftrious, and to gain their fubfiftence, as well as to
expel melancholly thoughts:

Tuere feemed to me-near 300 at different tables, with a kind of matron-ar the
head of them, who, with her hammer commanded filencé, while grace was faid,
—This gave me great pleafure. I found on enquiry there were alfo rewards and:
punifhments among them, the better to preferve good order and government in the
community.

Tut houfe allowance was very plain, and intended as fuch to promote indudtry :
for, whatever they earned by their ncedle, or otherwife, increafed their way of
living, and gave them better apparel. The fervants of this wing were all women,
and fuchas had never been unfortunate them felves, in order the better to prevent
any bad converfation among them, which was punilhed very feverely ; fwearing an
cath incurred nearly the fame punifhment.

I saw them go to chapel, and likewife at their meals ; I faw them alfo at their
work.. I could conceive no little charity-children to be more obedient to their: go-
vernels or {chool-miftrefs ; and [ was told, that, though they had a right to go
out when they pleafed, not one had ever quitted the houfe, and that only one, in fo
many years, bad been expelled for riot and drunkennefs.

Tury
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- Tuey appeared at grates, like nuns in Roman catholic countries, and at every
grate, or range of bars, there was a kind of centry-box, where 2 woman fat, and
was relieved by others, to overhear what converfation pafied, left young fellows
fhould come there to inflame the poor fufferer, as well as themfelves, by any im-
proper difcourfe.—This I thought a moft mafterly picce of care and good m‘ﬂhagc-
ment. No books were permitted but of prayer and humiliation ; and though they

were allowed to fing at their work, they were only fongs of virtue, unmixt with
love or gallantry.

Havine fufficiently examined the right wing of this Samaritan hofpital, and
found that every thing was extremely well conducted, I think I need not dwell on
further particulars, of their daily food and manner of drefs, than this, that their
table, though very neatly ferved, was always of thofe meats the leaft hurtful and
inflaming to their blood; their drefs was an uniform, very plain, with a medal
pending by a fhort ribband, on which was engraved the words, /i #o more. On
quitting the right wing I looked on the outfide of the chapel with great pleafure,
and faid to myfelf, that when I come next I will pay a vifit to you, not imagining
that I was dreaming, but really thinking I could have gone next day.

I cross’p the quadrangle, which was well planted with fhrubs and plants, wil-
dernefs fathion, and on knocking at the door of the left wing, was afked
through a {mall wicket, if I bad a letter 7 The queftion furprized me, not having
had an item of that kind ; but was foon informed, that, in pity to the miferies of
the inhabitants, no body was permitted to fee them without a letter from a gover-
nor, by whom I found there was a proper ceremony of examination, what the bu-
finefs I had with them was, whether 1 knew their families, and the like.—All
this was certainly right, as they were, or had been, perfons of rank in life : —
But, while T was pondering on the neceflity there was for this conduét, and
laying a plan how to be admitted fome other day, by making my addrefs to a
covernor, 1 faw a large groupe of gentlemen entering at the ftreet-gate ; one of
whom I inftantly knew, and going up to him, and telling my ftory, he faid, Well, -
wt is luckily committee-day, and you fhall enter with me. o
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" On our ;ntranct he thewed me into a very handfome parlour, adorned with the
‘handy-work of the ladies who were, or had been, there.—The chairs, the fettees,
‘the fcreens, the paintings, all theic own.—He then afked me what lady I chofe to
fee, and fhe fhould be fent into that room with a matron, according to the cuftom
of the houfe, and I immediately anfwered Mifs #”——. She was, indeed, the only
‘one I was defired to enquire after, and the only one I feemed to know.

In a few minutes they both entered, and on feeing me I thought the fhed fome
tears, and I anfwered them with the fame. I afked her how long fhe had been there :
—She faid, ever fince the admittance of objeéts; and that, although fhe had
had various offers of marriage, and alfo of being an attendant on ladies of fathion, yet
fhe believed fhe fhould fpend her days there, as the governors always gave them
their choice. ;

‘Tre reader now is to be informed, that this lady was the eldeft daughter of a ve-
ry confiderable merchant, who married a young gentleman at Oxford while he was a
fellow there ; — it difpleafed the family of courle, as he was a minor,—and indeed he
died a minor, which confirmed the parents in the perfecution of her. At his death
many friends interceded to get her reftored to favour again ; — but in vain —tho”
time, which difcovers what reafon cannot, declared the reafon;—for the parents
were poor and proud, and this was a handle, as it often is, to fave the expence, at the
price of this lady’s happinefs and peace of mind.

' Sue was young and pretty, and left to the wide world — She now went firft into
kecping — was generoufly treated by her firft gallant, who forgot to make that pro-
vifion for her as fhe deferved, by his fudden death.—In hopes of finding a fecond
equally good, fhe tried a fecond; was ill ufed by him, abandoned, left with a dif-
eale on her, and by forged debts of his -contriving, in order to get rid of her, was
thrown into a prifon. .

-

QO the erecting this hofpital, fhe took the benefit of the a& then in force, and
Ay embraced
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embraced this retirement.—She faid the had intirely forgoten the world, and London
in particular, even though the faw the fteeples of the churches from her window
every morning — That all the day was fpent in work, prayer, or innocent talk, but
few books being allowed — That if providence had forgiven her, fhe freely forgave
thofe who had injured her ; and faid, fhe thought her {ufferings were a blefling, as
without them fhe could never have obtained fuch a fweet retirement.——She was
going on, as I thought, when the chapel bell rung, and fhe faid there was no allowance,
except inillnefs, to be abfent ; but that, if I would ftay, fhe would come again.
The bell continued ringing, as I thought, and it waked me ; and what was this bell,
but that of the Temple church tolling for a gentleman, who was to be buried there
that evening ! I affure you I was very forry to find it was a dream, but hope it
may give an hint for fome woble-minded chriftians to erect fomething of the kind,

though in an inferior manner.”

Tner-Temple. | Q. Q.

Trovcu fome part of the plan, contained in the above Leser, fhould ap-
pear to be a little viffomary, yet the whole is certainly not a dream ; but the refult
of good fenfe, fupported by the trueft charity and policy. By the help of God,
and the Legiflature, if the laft fhould be abfolutely neceffary, I make not the
leaft doubt, we fhall foon give proof that great good may be done in fup-
port of a caufe which ought to be held the moft dear and facred: and fo
far -as I can difcover, after the moft diligent refearches, this may be effeéted
with very little, if any mixture of ewil

I would be a dream indeed, to think of a feoral reformation of manners
an this inftance : yet were we to employ preventive wifdem, and trace the evil
20 its fource, though the execution would be arduous, the attempt might not

appeas
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appear altogether romantic. But to decline fuch part of this great defign as
is practicable, and appears fo upon the neareft view, will be equally inbuman,
irreligions, and impolitic.

I nave already obferved, that one and the fame plan will nearly anfwer both
purpofes, of preventing and curing the evil. If we arreft the progrefs of thofe
difeafes in the body natural and politic, which rob the ftate of fuch numbers
of fubjects, and propagate mifery and defolation, we fhall fo far prevent anar-
¢by and confufion. And whatever is done will probably tend to brighten the
profpect of a future flate, and remove the dreadful view of an Ahereafter, to
many, who, as the cafe now ftands, had far better have not been born. Let the
refult of thefe fpeculations be what they may, if any thing is done, let us take
care to place the poor female orpban, whofe mind and perfon are yet free from
impurity, at a diftance from thofe who are corrupted. Let the direiion, in both
cafes, be fupported with the higheft honor and the exatteft vigilance, that we
may not only preferve the real fanétity of the inftitution, but alfo keep fuch per-
fons in awe, who think that only is pradicable which fuits with their conceptions ;
or that unfit to be done which clafhes with their inclinations. And let us con-
fider, whillt we deliver fome from flavery and poverty, and free them from dif
eafe and untimely death, how we may prevent others from being facrificed at the
altars of pollution and mifery. ’Tis thus we fhall render the work moft truly
acceptable in the fight of God, and engage the attention of our fellow fubjects.

I am Yours,

F
J. H.
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