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got emafeulate’ me 5 that ‘my own, ‘and ‘my family's
bread, depends upon my ‘charadter in -my- profciﬁon',
that T never was fo' unfortunately overcome upon any
former occafion’; that what had happened, was more my
nﬁd"&rthne*thﬁﬂ’ my fault; and that I muft have been
more or lefs tha man; to have ftood unmoved, on Juch
an occafion, with fuch a woman., Hereis a full and
certain pardon obtained ; for a fenfible woman would be
too wife to ttll her hufb-a.nd and a foolifh woman ‘6o

vain,

However high the above fcenery may be coloured, it
is no more than nature exhibits every day, not unly in
fh& éapital of this® kmg&om but almoft in every country

Whichéver way T go out of London, far or near)
cvery town is ornamented with a red door, and'a bri ht
knucker? ‘and over it you are informed, in gold ]etters
that' the houfe is the property of J. BLOWBLADDER,
SURGEON, APOTHECARY AND MAN-MIDWIFE. '~ Nay,
often two names, as partners in this #zy/ferious bufinefs,
urnament ‘the bc)ard

I knnw not which to defplfe moft, the hufbands who

gwe up their wives to be fo wanton]y and fo unnecefia-
D | nlv
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rily‘handled land . zoxched. by: taep-midwivess. or
Wives, ‘whoare do void:of 2 proper. fenfe, of - ghmn,lll
band’s - dignity; ‘and theiy; awn, modefty,, as to EIP.HI,Q%
men: midwives, upon;-every: occafion /11 {ay upon..
occafion ;' for' whenronce the -male ]\Mvgfq".}has gol;adr"
wiffiony he becomes Phyﬁqmm genqrq\ ;p,thcgyl;gnga
mily ; nay, if the hufband be.ill, the; w‘yfet,wqﬂ not 1 bf;:
eafy, unlefs her Do&or be called in; to thcgrgat pre-
judice; of phyficians. regularly. bred ;. tq[,theta Eeugf_
Medicine ; and often to the difcredit of the great :
fing to mankmd when trufted in ﬂullful hands

The dangemus confequences of 11'&11 mﬁrumf.:nts, {I_ .
moft conftantly ufed by men midwivess. and w en:
deftroy the life of the child, or muthcr, or both, and dEF '
certainty of rendering the woman’s perf'un lefs. qgmeaé&

and often loathfome. to her hufband; ought karvﬁ
great weight with women, and theéir hu{hands ailh,

vided thf: matter of delicacy,, dmency,_ and mndeﬁy,
out of the queftion: and yet it is no uncommon thlng
to hear a male midwife pradtitioner, call the greateﬁ ca-
lamity and misfortune that can befall a woman, B' the
ludicrous epithet of - Laying Pit and B&xe:l.tage:bef“

2 - .
* Read Smellie, and you’ll find this no uncommon m:sfurmnc. where

men praclitioners are employed.
Men
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Men were born, and women were delivered by -the.
proper attendance of women only, for many generations,
and without any bad confequences, either to the mother
or the child. Nature left to herfelf fearce ever errs ; s df
fhe does, it generally happens that {he over-does, but
feldom under-does her part. To wait the courfe of na-
tyre ; ; Teceive her hints; and gently affift her efforts ; is

| 1,‘]1: yart of a fkillful midwife : he or the who does more,

is 1gnorant of the little they- have to do; and this bufi-
nefs ought always to be*done, by the affiftance of wo-
men only ; and a thoufand arguments might be produ—
ceJ:m q:dnﬁrm i

" T am not unaware that it will be here faid,  that difli-
cult labours require not only the fkill,. but ftrength of a
man, ‘and that it would be impofiible to deliver fome
women without inftruments; it'may be fo; ‘but I will
take upon me to fay, it only happens to ﬁmh women
who Have been injured by hafty or forced labours, with
a former child; or by iron inftruments ;. it never happens
to & woman with her firft child ; nor does it ever hap-

pen to the poor with any child: the reafon is, that they

are qnt 1nJured by thﬁ: former labours ; 5 and that the old
e <. lady
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lady mentioned above, is their faithful and unerring mid-
wife, |

I fee continual accounts of the death of women in.
childbed that are women of fathion : I feldom hear in
the country where I live, of the death of any of my un-
fathionable neighbours by this diffemper, as Smellie calls
it. - When does a mare, a cow, a hare, a rabbit, or any.
part of the: brute creation die, in bringing forth their.
young ? Scarce ever | And has Providence been fo careful -
in the prcfervatmn of brutes, and left the nobleft part of
her production in danger? Certainly Not: Why then
fhould women think it neceflary to expofe their perfons,
and their infirmities, and to be twifted and turned about, -
in whatever pofture or attitude the man-midwife is
pleafed to dire& *, either in bed or up, and to keep her
hufband all this time, in more pain of mind, than that
which fhe fuffers in body ; for no other end, but the
vanity of having a do&or, as they call it; but what I
call; an outrage to fenfe, dignity, love and virtue.

* Page 183, Smellie fays, * About the fifth or fixth month, the upper
part of the Uterus is fo much ftretched, as to rife three or fourinches above
the Os Pubis, fo that, by prefling the hand on the belly, efpecially of lean
women, itis frequently perceived! and if, at the fame time, the Judex of
the atber band be introduced in the Vagina, the neck will feem muncnad}.l

That
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- Hereupon the men pra&itioners, enraged at their want
of bufinefs, indiGted her before the court of Areopagus,
as one that corrurTED mens wives. To obviate this
accufation, fhe difcovered her fex : upon this, they pro-
fecuted her with greater eagernefs ; as violating the laws
and encroaching upon the mens prerogative ; when, to
prevent her ruin, the principal Matrons of the city came
into court, and, addrefling themfelves to the Judges,
told them,----¢¢ THaT THE¥ wERE Nor HusBanDs,
¢ pur ENEMIES, WHO WERE GOING TO CONDEMN
¢¢ THE PERSON TO WHOM THEY OWED THEIR LIVES.”
----And it was upon this modeft, and {pirited remon-
ftrance of the Athenian ladies, that Agnodice was ac-
quitted; and that law repealed.

'And fhall the ladies of this happy Ifle, and in this
enlightened and refined age, be le(s delicate than the
Athenians ? forbid it Decency : forbid it Love.

- Nafb, to prevent the fatal confequences of fudden
lsat Bath; a place where gaming more particularly

s allowed, if not encouraged; enac?ed a law, That no man
fhould wear a {word at Bath, but he who was not in-
titled to wear one any where elfe: and that law is ftrictly
obferved there to this day. And if a law was enatted,
_ 1) allowing
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Tire-women were put down in England. ‘The alteration
of modes, within thefe thirty years, are very extraordi-
nary ; men midwives are become general ; men hair-
drefiers, men ftay-makers; in fhort, we want nothing
now but the Italian Cicifbeo * to be introduced here, in
order to qualify our high bred fafhionable ladies, to be
juftly ranked with the ladies of Genoa, a country without
wood, water without fifh, their men without honour, and
their women without Virtue. And, if this thould ever
become the charader of the fineft, and, till of late, the
moft efteemed women in the world, for their modefty,

. beauty, and fidelity ; ftrange as it may-appear, I will

pronounce, their degeneracy began with the pradice of

men in midwifery, and muft end with their difufe, or
have a worfe end.

-

I have the fatisfattion to know a great number of
married women, who have always thought on this

* The Italian Cicifbeo is the conftant attendant and gallant to married
women. In Italy, every one having a Cicifbeo, who attends her whenever
he pleafes, in private or in public ; he even affifts in drefling her ; and the
Jealian bufbands will tell you,® no Cicifbea was ever guilty of an impure touck ;
and fo will every man midwife tell you in England ; but—Queffa cofa nen

m’ enira,
G fubject,

Y
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.'That many innocent and chafte women have, and do
employ men midwives, I make no doubt ; and that
~ many men midwives may, and do acquit themfelves, as
decently as their practice will admit of, I will not deny :
But, that it is an immodeft, an unneceﬂ'ary, and a thame-
ful pradice to encovirage; I'will maintain ; and that there
lives not 2 man of fenfe and fentiment, whn loves his
wife, - that ever returned to her bed with that degree of
fatisfaction and affection, who has undergone a male
midwife’s Touch, as fhe whofe perfon is, or he fuppofes
to be, facred to him, and him alone. Whenever I fee 3
married woman nice in {entiment, and delicate in her
expreflions, and find fhe is attended by a male midwife ;
I confider her a pretender to both : I look on her with
contempt ; and I confider that, if fhe had the authority
. of cuftom to fupport it, the would permit me, or any
other man,’ to take the fame liberty.
Hard as this, and my former treatife, may feem to

fall on the ladies, thofe who are warned by it, and ap-

prized of the confequences, will find the Author their
ﬁ'lcnd and their deliverer ; a friend of more importance
to their happmefs than the unthinking ‘multitude ‘are
aware of 3 .and .a deliverer from worle evils than the pains
of ‘child- blft‘h Eﬂ.ﬂ pmduce - 0w s
N e2eh) 2iolg o2 . -._.-.I_Mm
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be firi@ly intitled to the appellation, of being called a
modeft woman, after fhe has admitted a male operator
thus to infult her per{'nn, and her underftanding, by
taking a llberty that can, give him no information what-
ever, ' but that fhe is a fool, or worfe, who fuffers it.

Nay, I am thoroughly perfuaded, 'that every man mid-
wife, who happens to be poflefled, of cither fenfe, on
{entiment, muft, in his own breaft, entertain but a very
Wiﬂ%‘rcnt upmmn, of the underﬁandmg of his patients
Jhouise

That ,,many Wumen‘ refufe their operator this liberty
of Touching, 1 firmly believe ; but the very attempt of
the man, and the neceflary confequence of the woman’s
refufal, is almoft as bad; and cither one or the other is

- fure to happen, where the fubje& is, in 2he Doétor’s
opinion, worthy of bis infpection.

- But fetting afide every confideration, as to. modefty,
delicacy, fenfe, fentiment, and, above all, how this kind
of proeeedmg may fit on the mind of an affe@ionate
_hufband, I will maintain it, that every woman runs a
ymnem rifque of lofing her life, with a fkilful man-
~ midwife, than with even an 1gunrant fumbling old
woman,.

H The
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o' lay: afide;the forceps for the pen, and endeavour tg
_,kwp out the brains of grown. . gentlemen and ladies whao
- figure i print, inftead of reducing childrens heads in
theirimother’s womb. However, to convince you, Meﬂ'm,
Critical Reviewers, that I am not very angry with you, I

will give you one word of friendly advice = If you are really
- wiley and wifh well to your brethren of the faculty, forger
this ‘indecent letter in your monthly catalogue ; fcr in
fpnf:ﬂfall -you can fay, as to the indecency of the writer,
or the incorreét manner in which he writes,. it will have its
weight among men of fenfe, and women of virtue: And
I flatter myfelf that it will open the eyes of a multitude
of men, and women too, who never confidered this mat-
ter as they ought; and determine them to be fatished;
that Mrs. Drapcr, Mrs Maddox, and many other women,
can do all that is neceflary to be done, with decency and
fafety ; and as the two firft Perfonages in the kingdom
have (when a crown was at ftake) been content with the
alliftance only of Goody Nature, Goody Kennon, and
Goody Draper. T hope to fee the day, when the ladies
of this kingdom, will follow the noble example of the
Athenian matrons ; and that amidft the great number
of pﬂhllck charities, that fo particularly charaéerize this

and kingdom, for their humanity, that fome lady
Eehg]l rank will endeavour to render it more remarkablt

- &amts decenuy, by promatmg a {ubfcription {ufficient to
eftablith
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the brains of this performance inftantly : But then it muft
be done by a man who lives like @ chriffian; who be-
baves like a gentleman ; 5. and who writes like 2 _fcholar :

" not by any debauched,, abandoned fellow, whofe indecens

pra&;;g with every wamaﬁ be comes neary either maids,
wives or widgws, nay even with little children, are noto-
rious through awhole county. But, on the Dther hand, 1f

. thefe arguments . cannot be. overturned, I am ready to
“fubferibe a much larger fom towards the mﬁrué’tmn nf

female m!.dwmes, than is perhaps quite conﬁﬂ'ent with
the {mall . limits of my own fortune.

It may now, bE afked, why my perfonal weaknefs did
npj: pmvlaﬂi’ to which I reply ; my, bookfeller had in-
formed nw,jthat the gentleman mennnnad abovq, is a

pan. ﬂf a good private. fertpne ; and at the fame  time,
-my hands two  or three very infolent anony-

~ mous lcttcrs, directed to hlm, but pointed at the author

of a Letter to a Ynupg Lady ‘Thefe unmerited, and
upp:g?ﬂk:d; ﬁ:umlaus letters, had on them the Ip/m;b
poft mark, and I am fince informed they were wrote by
a male Gﬂﬂdyof that town, who about the fame time
printed a little book on the fame fubjed, as contemp-
gblq as the author, and too llhterate, to merit any “fe-

rious r!:pl,ﬁ His brethren, however, are obliged to this
pert, forward coxcomb, for the firft publication ; and
.ﬂ,ﬁhﬁ ungqndld R:mﬂl'ks of the Monthly Rcuewers

Jum K Country
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