[Report 1959] / Medical Officer of Health, Winsford U.D.C.

Contributors
Winsford (Cheshire, England). Urban District Council.

Publication/Creation
1959

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/r25buqsf

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode













1 F.
. | s
] p F 1




e o

The following teble comperes the main statistics for 1959 with the years
1947-1959 1=

No. of No, of
Infant Deaths Deckhs
Birth Death Death from frem

Year Fopulation. Rate Hote Rote Cancer. Tu a "
1947 11,640 22,85 14,26 33,83 22 6
1948 12,050 19,33 15.19 21,45 23 5
1949 12,100 18,92  12.81 34,9 19 3
1550 12,490 17.22 12,58 27.50 19 3
1951 12,770 16,91 12,52 18,5 21 2
1952 12,820 16,38 10,92 19,04 23 6
1953 12,860 16,56 10,65 14.08 24 3
1954 12,930 15,85 12,30 - 59,02 17 3
1955 12,980 13,55 11.7 45,45 18 -
1956 12,980 16,79 13.71 - 3211 32 3
1957 12,970 17,82 10,87 12,98 16 1
1958 15,000 15:53% 11, 8% 14,85 28 -

CASES OF DEATH - 1959

( Teken from the Registrar-Ceneral's Tobles )

Meles Femeles Totel

l. Tuberculosis, respiratory
2. Other forms of Tuberculosis
3. Syphilitic Disease
k, Diphtheria
5 Thooping Cough
6. Meningococeel Infections
T« Acute Poliomyelitis
B, Meaosles
9. Other infective and Parasitic Diseases
10, Malignant neoplssm, stomach
11, Malignant neoplosm, lung, bronchus
12, Malignant neoplesm, breast
13, Maligmnt neoplasm, uterus
14, Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasms
15. Leukaemin, sleukaemia
16, Diabetes
17, Vasculer lesions of nervous system
18, Coronary diseage, engimo
19, Hypertension with bheart disease
20, Other heart disease
2l. Othar circulatory dlsease
22, Influenza
2.3- Pricumonis
2. Bronchitis
25, Other disessea of respiratory system
26, UNeer of stomach duodemmn
27, Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea
28, Nephritis and nephrosis
29, Hyperplesia of prostate
30. Pregnency, childbirth, abortion
3l. Congenitael melformetions
32, Other defined amd ill-defined diseasea
33. Motor vehicle sccidents
34, £11 otber accidenta
5. Budcide
36, Homicide and operations of war,
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+THOSPHERIC POLLUTION,

On the 15th day of September, 1959, the Council made its first Smoke Control
Order. The Order covers the proposed Grrnre Lene Estete, on ares of some 112
cores, No existing premises were included in the order, but eventuclly the area
of amoke control could be extended to cover properties within Delamere Stroest,
High Strecet end Grenge Lene, This Order forms the first part of the Council's
propesed lono-term progremme of domestic smoke control for the district. This
projromme will include three more sites of post-war development; vie.; 1. The
Dene Estote, to be divided into six phosos, (112 seres), 2. The Greville Estate
eren, (46 rcrcs), 3. The Kingsway Estate cres, (8 ecres). The Greville Estate
aren should be made the subject of o amoke control ordsr in the near future as
epproved ppplicnces ere plready instelled in ell Council Houses on this estate,
consequently, no finrneinl burden on the Council will be involved in meking this
erer smokeless, .ry further housing estetes which may be developed for housing
overspill population under the Council's Town Development scheme should be

desiencted o smoke control ares in edvrnce of development. UL+ the time of
writine this report suthority hes been given by the Councll for o scheme to be
propered for the estrblishment of ¢ smoke control epree covering 87 ceores for
proposed housing development at Crook Leme,

Thers iz now no serious problem of industriel asmoke pollution in Winsford as
the prat five years hes seen the closure of much obaolete plant and modernisetion
of other fumsces in the distriet, It is likely, thervefore, that the lewvel cof
pollution actuelly recorded rt voarious pointa in the district is influenced by the
derree of pollution oripinating from sources cutside the Winaford Urben fxes.

The Cleen [ir .ot, 1956 considerably strengthened the control over industrial smoke
cmisaions rnd the provisions of this .ot will prevent a repetition of the bladk
smoke pells which persistently clouded the skisa of this plessant dlstrict in the
paat,

Observotions of atmospheric pollution conditions contimued throughout the
year at the four recording stoations in the district. The aversse monthly anslysis
of deposited matter over the peat three years shons a fairly constent levelling out,
end we con therefore expsct no sijnificent decrease in the rate of atmospherde
pollution until more domostic premises come within the boundariea of further smoke
control arees such es ere enviseged in the proposed long term propromme for the
town., These records ;ive s generel picture of the depres of locel etmospheric
pollution end consequently ore of much volue end should therefore be contimed.

The following table gives the averane monthly enelysis of deposited metter
and sulphur dioxide at the four sites in the distriot during the year,

LVERL. .GE JONTIHLY JULYSIS. 1959,
]

i Site, a4 I.D. 8.1, | T,5.D, gu0. 8. ¢
lknichts Grenge Parp. 1,93 2,97 hT2 7.95 1,28

i Cledstone St. School, I 2,06 2.88 6. 74 9.54% 0,82
lWoolworths. {276 5.77 7.97 13.09 1,11
Wharton Church, 1,80 5edil 656 10,92 1,10

E. Reinfall in inches. T.8.D. Totol aclids deposited in tona

I.D. Insoluble Deposits, per sguere mile,

£.D, Secluble Deposita, 3.0. 2, Sulphur Dioxide.
















OTHER FOODE,

Under the "unsound food Provisions",
found to be unfit for consumption and condemned:-

Article of Food.

Drisket Chuck & Shoulder of Heifer,

5 Tins of Stravberries,
2 Ceses of Capons,
Ground Rice,

Part lodin Denish Bacon.
Middle Bacon.

Pork Luncheon Meat.
C.A.F, Corned Beef,
Tom FPiper Stewed Steak,
Tom Piper Minced Deef Ioaf,
Tomatoes,

Evoporated Milk.

Cream,

Stewed Steak,

Rioe,

Polish Hem,

Processed Peas,

Pork loin,

Comed Peef.

FPolish Hems,

Fork loin,

Polish Hams,

Cooked Haom,

Raisins,

In addition, the following, based upon & statement by the County Council Wedghts
and "Measures Inspectors;, is a mumary of other samplea, cbteined in Winaford Urben
District during the year 1959:-
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the undermsntioned articles of food were

Cause of Condemnntion,

Iocalised Oedema,
Permentetion.
Decompoaition,
Maggots,
Ilemnﬁnsitinn.
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Hildewec,

i Hature of Samples,

Mumber
obtained,

Number adulterated or I
not up to the recognised i
stenderd of guelity.
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Beef Suet.

Oream (Sterilised)
Fish Cekes,

wish Poste,
Gﬂlﬂ.‘ti‘fﬂ&

Hake,

Ice Oreem.,

Icc Cremm Lolly.
Milk,
Kilk(Chamel Islands)
Selt, Table

Sun Orange Sauash.
Sveeta,

Thisky.
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HEAT INSPECTION
The Chief Public Health Inspector repertsa:

" Bacteriological Exeminntion,

Meat Imspection.in Winsford, forms & considersble proportion of the duties
undertaken by the Fublic Heelth Department steff, due to the feirly large amount
of sleughtering which tekes plece in the arean,

During the last decades of the 19th century, countries were becoming increasirgly
aware of the necessity to esteblish inspection in slaughterhouses due to the
discovary that certain importnnt parcsites were transmissable to man, The need for

inspection, however, became increesingly evident with the prowth of the science of
microblology, when it was proved thot consumption of infectod meat could give rise
to illness in men.

An efficient meat inspection service depends not only on the efficiency and
competence of the inapectors, but mlso on the fecilities avalleble to them,
Qocesions arisze when the fitness or otherwlse of e corcese is not elwoys spporent
from macroscoplesl aeppeersnces, nd the inapeetor requires the evidence of &
bacteriologionl exzeminotion to assist in his finel judgement.

Fhilast mo international stendords exist for the technical procedures in &
bacteriologicel exominetion snd the preoticel interpretation of the results varies
from country to country, bactericlogicel exsminstion of the carceses of enimels
suspacted of infectious disease is e well-esteblished prootise in mest inspection
in several Rurpoeon countries.

Until the end of 1953, fecilities in the bactericlogical excmination of mest
were provided hy the Deportment of Veterinary Pathology at the University of
Liverpool, At the beginning of 1959, however, thia Depertment of the University
has been unsble to carry on doing bocteriological tosts for us, dus o pressure of
WoTk. ;

It has long been the cpinion of your inspectors thot ideslly, laboratory
faeilities ghould ba availsble loeelly, ond in particuler, in our own area, whers
resulte could be cbtoincd ns soon ss possible, in ovder that carcases owed not be
detaincd longer thon was necessery, end so that in cases of doubt, a bactericlogical
test could be carried cut immedistely, —Tith this system in view, & =mell
leboratory wes esteblished én the department, snd groduslly built up with the necessary
aquipment.

A small but efficient pressure steriliser was obteined, a smell incubstor (for
the incubation of cultures), end a culture media obteined in the sélid(tablet) fom,
as well as various chemicels required in the bacterioclogical tests. The simpler
forme of exemination ere cerried out amccording to recognissd methods, and the results
interpreted in cccordance with esteblished bactericlogical practise, l.g.,=

ta Sample Sterile,

b} Specifis Infectlon - which cowvers findings of a1l
species of bacteria regarded as
specific pethopens.

(¢) Low grede Non specific Infection (growth fram one sample
only, liver not cotunted).

(d) High Grede Non-specific Infection (growth from two or more
somples, liver not counted).

The term 'mon-specific' infection covers the finding of species of non-pathogenic
or only partislly pathogenic bacteria.

Results named under (&) or (¢) are no hindrance to passing the carcoss, but
results under (b) and (d) necessitate condemnation.

It will be seen from this, that the purpose of the exemination is to obtain
infommation on the bactericlogicel stete of the musculsture, organs #nd lymphetic
nodes. The fimel judgement however, is made when the carcoss is re-examined.
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Bacteriological E:-:minntiunf continued).

Thera is no doubt whatever, that in ceses of doubt, bacteriological examination
iz of inestimable velue, not only from a Public Heslth standpoint, but aleo from
the point of view of occonomy. Cerceses which may sppear normal to the naked eye,
but which are found to be bectericlogicelly unsound enmd potentislly dangerocus, ere
deteoted, and likewise, cnrcases which may ctherwise have been condemmed due to an
element of doubt arising mey, on bacterioclogicsl exmmination,be found to be quite
safe for conmumption,

To enlerge upon this point, are 6 of the cases which arose during 1959, end .
ere tebulated below for interest amd information:-

21/1/59,(Preisien Cow)

Final Judgement of Cercnss: A short forequerter (Lth rib) was rejected as unfit;
the kidneys were removed and the carcoss relsased.

23/1/59. (Larye White Sow)

Finel Judrement of Cercass: Re-examined for sbnormal cdour = nome present. Oarcass
relensed after rejection of other kidney.

26/2/59. (Landrace cross gilt pig)(In pig).
Finol judrement of carcass: Corcass condemncd on evidence of bactericlogical report.
11/3/59(kioz pig).

Final judgement of carcess: Cercass relessed eftcr condemnstion of parts effected
with arthritis,

1/6/59, (Black and White Cow).

Finel judgement of Carcess. Re=exemined, and released on evidence of bacteriologicel
exemination. Cearcess would otherwise heve been

condeqmned.
5/11/59. (Unthrifty Ayrshire Heifer, spprox, &4 months old).

Finel judsement of Carcass: The carcass hod sct and bled well and showed no
enlergoment or hoemorrhage of lymph nodes; it was
condemmed on evidenoe of bacteriologierl report,

The wvelue of bacteriolopgicel exomination in mest inspection has been stressed
by wverious suthorities, in partiouler it is conteinnd in the report of the
Interdepartmental Committee on meat inspection, dated 1951, in vwhich it is stated
thet leboratory tests arc not ot present underteken to any great extent in this
country, elthourh their importence is becoming more widely spprecisted; the report
further stresses the velue of lsboratory tests oz & supplement to visusl inspection,
ord, cocordingly recommends that accommodation end facllities should be provided, to
emable mest inspectors to cerry cut routire simple laboratory tests.

This recommendetion is further endorscd by the publicstion the following year
(1952) of the Methods end Criterie of Meat Inspection (Memo 3/meat) by the Miniatry
of Food.

Whilst the esteblishment of the smell lsboretory in cur Public Heelth

Dopartment goes some woy towords ccheiving a more efficient service, we do think
thot ropionel leboratorics should be more nccessible in various parts of the country,
in order thet ment inspectors may refer to them when a more expert and specifioc
beotericlogicel or other exemination is required, Further, it would be of groat help
if Ministry gronts wore mode avnilble to eesist in particuler, the amell local
authority in whose ares 2 larpe mmount of mest inspection is undertaken and who

are desirous of providing some swmple on the spot laboretory facilities, in order
to improve their meat inspection sorvice,
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Mect Inspection jmntmdl.

The main Aifficulty esssociated with mecot inspection in the district is to
achieve & 100, ment inspection at the local bacon factory. This entails full
inspection of £ll oryons on the killing line ot the time of slaughter; and
experience has shown that this is not an ettractive job, BSince the reorgenisation
of the department some three years ogo when edlitionel staff was appointed, it hes
been possible to pive a tighter control over this inspection, tut even thls nllowned
for one man on the killing line to check esch cercese end to rive gencral supervision
over the points where orgens are removed from the carcess end spot checked by
slaughtermen, Overall conmtrol would meen three men on the killing line, with an
additionsl inspector on the dctention line to exemine disecesed carcemses.

I hove often advocsted during recent yecars thet the requirements ofinspeotion
on e bacon frotory killing line did not warrant the services of fully gqualified
Public Health Inspectors, and that men properly trained in meet inspoction alone coul
corry out this work sdequately. The reorgenisetion of the department referred to
sbove wes carried out with this in mind; the junior members of the steff being
traoined by my deputy end myself Ly meons of repuler clessroom lectires in the

ent and by precticel instruction at the becon factory aml abottoirs. This
attempt at improvement did not of course fully snswer the staffing requirements to
achieve 100, meot inspection at the becon footory by the Couneil's staff, ond et
some future dnte it will be essential to review the whole position with e view to
achieving this very necessary terget of 100, inspections

To reach this terpet, two condiersble difficulties will have to be overcame,
The first concerns lack of treined or guelified staff and the second, the cost
of employing this staff, At the time of writing this report, nev regulations
hod just been issued jointly by the Minister of Heslth =nd the Minister of
Agriculture, Pisherics cnd Food which prescribe the new qualifications needed to
creste o new type of meat inspector for work in hacon factories and stattoirs;
presumably the intention is to attroct certein cmployees in the ment ftrade to
qualify for these posts which will then be intesrated with the existing local
suthority meat inspection service and working under the direction of ths Chief Public
Health Inspactor,.

The employment of edditicmal staff for these Auties will edd to the cost of
inspecting export meat by the local authoritics, and it remains to be seen how this
pdditionsl cost is to be mety,
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FOOD EYGIENE,

A local cempedisn for cleener food has been in progress since 1955, each year
food premises of sll descriptionsg have been visited and the traders advised on
methods to improve their premisesfecmply with the Food Hypiens Repulations, 1955,
The mejor difficulties to overcome, cre, however, commected with the hendling of
food and the indifference snd ignoronce on the part of some of those persona engaged
in the food trade, In en ¢ndeavour to overccme these difficultics, the rirst series
of ocourses of lectures for food tradc employoes was held durdng the latter part of
the yeer. These lecturcs were arranged with the County Director of Education and
were held st the Winsford Evening Institute., Four courses of six lectures wore
arranged, and although considersble publicity wes given to this venture, only a
totel of 32 persons were enrolled, consequently only two of the courses could be
held, The syllebua covercd the basic essentiels of good food hygiene prectice and
is briefly summerised as follows:-

Introduction. 4 genersel outline of the course including the acope of Food Hyglens,
its methods and limitetions. Brief Histordcal references. The nsed for Hygisne
in the Food Trede. The nature of Food infections end the part played by the
employee in the prevention of food infecticns. Fersonal Hyplere ond hygienio
practises et work, The legal cbligeticn of the food trade in food hygiene mattera.

The Pasis of Food Hygienme, Bacteriology in relation to food. The nature of
bacterin, The different kinds of bacteris, amd how infection is produced.
Important groups of micro-orpganisms. PBacteriolopgy applied to the control of foods

Food Polsoning, .n introduction to food inflections. Olinical types of food polaoning.
Misoollaneous sources of 1llmess due to contamineted food, PFactors affecting food
poisoning - time, temperature, moisture. Typea of food effecting the prevention

of food polsoning.

Hygiene of Food Stuffa, Food values, The hendling of meet, Cocked meats - ssuseges,
pies, eto. Pish ond shellfish., Milk - premises,; designated milks; heat treatment.
Milk as a source of illness. The memifacture end sele of ice creem, Ice cresm as

a pource of illmess. Corfectionery end ellled foods, Food preservation -
refrigeration, end cenning.

Hyriene of Foocd Premises, Design and construction of food premises, Prevention of
food contemination, Fersonnel, BEquipment. Cleaning methods. The use of chemical
detergenta end sterilising sgents. Storsge of food and utensils. Inspection.
Food hysiceme in the home - sffects of cercless hendling - infection of food in the
home - food preparation - protection of food eppeinst contemination,

The Lew &f Food Hyriene. Legel requircmnets as to food premises, the employer and
the employee, The effect of the Food Hysiene Resuletfons, 1955 on trade practiges.
The Food erd Drugs Jct, 1955, Clean Feod Byelews, Regulations relsting to
slaughterhouses, factories, the trensport of meat, the snle of food.

These lectures were illustrated by sound films, film strips, lantern slides,
flansl-grephs end precticel demonstrations showing the dangers of contamination
arising from dirty equipment cnd unhygienic personal hobits; for exemple, the
students took swoba from the pronss of table forks, chipped crockery ond from other
sources such as tee cloths, finger neails, skin lecerctions and so forth., These
swebs were smeared on culture media and incubeted in the departments leboratory
ond were then exhibited at the following lecture. The results of these demonstretions
vividly reinforced the spoken word and emphesised the resl dapgers associated with
careless hendling of food.

These courses do show that many persons engopged in the food trade todoy are
still influenced by old practises end idees, and it is only by carrying ocut en
eduwetional progremme of this neture that proper methods of food handling can be
echieved,

Lt the conclusion of the courses 23 of the students qualified by attendance
for & course certificete. These certificetes together with metal lapel badges
wore presented to the successful students by the Choimman of the Council.
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SECTION F,

PREVALENCE 4ND CONTROL OVER INFECTIONS
=0 OTHER DISEASES.

1. Notifiable Diseeses (other then Tuberculosis)

Totel | Cases Total
Disesseas, cases admitted to Deaths.
notified, Hospitel, ;
| ' !
' Searlet Fever. 1T | = - i
Measles, 67 - i - :
Prneumonia, =, ] = ; i i
| TWhooping cough. 2 ! - - )
| Diptheria. - i - - i
Erysipelas, - ! = i 2 :
| Poliomyelitis, - i = . =
i Dysentery. - - - !
i 1

Casges ococuring in ege groups 5 years erd under, and over 5 yeers,

Digease, | 5 years snd : Over 5 years.
! under, :
i ]
Scarlet Pever, 10 1 '
i Measles, 40 27
Fneumonie, - - 'I
! Whooping Cough. - ' - i
| Diptherin, -' - ' = 1
| Erysipelas. - i -
{ Poliomyelitis. _ - | : :
! Dyasentary. - ! = i

-

2, Tuberculosis,

The teble below details the mges of both new ceses and desths from both forms
of Tu'erculosis,

'I"EJBEHZI]I{EEf
New coses end mortelity during 1959,
Mew Coses, : Dooths,
rro Pordods, i 5
Hegpiretory. . . Other Forms. | Rospirntory. Other Fomes. ..
\Ir‘ Fli_ i'- P' :_ LI' F. ]';.. ¥ F‘ §
iinder 1 yoonr - - = - - = = ~ 3
TR 5 = = Bt g g o
5, = a5 *® - 1 - s el - - - -
15w 258 - - = =ARH I 5 3 :
25 = 35 O = = 2 L A 3 5
35 - 45 ™ - = - oo et 08 2 = 1 =t
45 - '..-"5' " 2 = - - i - - - -
55 - 65 * Syl T R S ke S 5
65 ond u verds. = = S - - i - ] - -
: i
TOTALS. 2 1 1 e 2 P TR

During the year 1959, 7 ceses were admitted to, end llceses discharged from hospital

The mumber of petients on the Tuberculosis Register et the end of the years:-

1945 1550 1951 1952 1953 15% 122@ 12‘56 1231 13?.3 1232
4o e i€ ik 2J > e,
















