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OBJECTS

OF THE

HEALTH OF TOWNS' ASSOCIATION.

o o ———

I. To diffuse information as to the physical and moral evils that result
from the present defective Sewerage, ];rainuge, Supply of Water, Air,
and Light, and Construction of Dwelling Houses; and thus to facilitate
the work of Legislation, and prepare the Public for the reception of a
sound and comprehensive sanatory measure.

IL. To correct misconception as to the expense of sanatory improve-
ments, and to remove groundless apprehension as to interference with ex-
isting pecuniary interests.

11I1. To promote local sauatory inguiries and improvements.

IV. To encourage the establishment of Auxiliary Associations, with a
view to the local benefit which must thence arise, as well as to procure
larger funds, and a wider field of usefulness.

As the important ebjects of the Association, thongh carried out exclu-
sively by unpaid agency, and with the strictest regard to economy, involve
a large outlay of money, Contributions are earnestly requested. Itshould
be borne in mind, that though not a cuArrTY, the Association has the
strongest claims on the cHARITABLE, for it aims at preveating the ver
evils which Charities are formed to palliafe. It would substitute healt
for disease, cleanliness for filth, order for disorder, economy for waste,
prevention for palliation, justice for charity, enlightened self-interest for
ignorant selfishness ; and bring home to the poorest and meanest among
us, in purity and abundance, the simple blessings which ignorance and
negligence have long combined to limit, or to spoil—air, water, and light.

hose who wish to further the objects of the Association are
reminded that there are many ways in which they may be useful. It
may suffice to specify the following :—1. By promoting the formation of
Branch Associations. 2. By organizing or signing Petitions to the Le-
gislature. 3. By delivering Lectures, or procuring their delivery, in dis-
tricts where the merits of the sanatory question are not understood. 4.
By purchasing the publications of the Association for distribution or cir-
culation among the poor. 5. By donations or subscriptions.

An Annual Subseription of £1 and upwards, or a Life Subseription of
£5, and upwards, constitutes a Member. F

Subseriptions received by the Treasurer, Tur How. J. T. Lesnie
MEeLvILLE ; Messrs. Winniams, Deacoxy & Co., Birchin Lane ; Bag-
craY, Tritron & Co., Lombard Street ; Drommoxns & Co., Charing
Cross ; STrRARAN & Co,, 217 Strand ; and

HENRY AUSTIN, Hon. Sec.
10 Walbrook.
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Health of Towng’ Association.

REPORT.

February 24, 1841.

Tuis Association originated in the patriotic exertions
of the Most Noble the Marquis of Normanby, Dr.
Southwood Smith, and other individuals who have long
seen and felt the paramount importance and urgent
necessity of sanatory improvements to the welfare of
the public at large, and more especially of the poorer
classes.

A short statement of the proceedings of the Asso-
ciation, will serve to shew how far that which was put
forth as one of its chief objects—namely, ‘* To diffuse
among the people the valuable information elicited by
recent inquiries, and the advancement of science, as to
the physical and moral evils that result from the present
defective sewerage, drainage, supply of water, air, and
light, and construction of dwelling-houses,” has been
carried out.

The first public meeting took place at Exeter Hall,
December 11, 1844, under the presidency of the Mar-
quis of Normanby, and was addressed by several dis-
tinguished individuals of all political sentiments. The
Association was then constituted, resolutions explana-
tory of its objects were passed, and a form of Petition
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to the Houses of Lords and Commons was adopted.
This petition was subsequently presented to the House
of Lords by the Marquis of Normanby, and to the
House of Commons by Lord Ashley.

An Abstract of the Proceedings of this Meeting, em-
bodying the resolutions, the speeches, and the petition,
was adopted as the Association’s first publication ;
3750 copies were printed, and sent to the members of
both Houses of Parliament,—the Mayors and Corpora-
tions of the principal towns,—the Chairmen and Clerks
of Poor Law Unions,—the principal London and pro-
vincial newspapers,—the public Companies of London,
—Literary and Scientific, Mechanics’ and Temperance
Institutions—and to numerous benevolent individuals,
accompanied by an Address from the Committee, a
Prospectus, and a circular letter, urging the parties
addressed to co-operate with the Association in obtain-
ing Petitions to Parliament, and in otherwise furthering
the important purposes it had in view. Advertisements
were also inserted in the leading newspapers.

From the numerous letters which they received, the
Committee had the gratification of learning that much
interest was excited on the subject, and especially of hear-
ing from Lord Duncan, and from James Simpson, Esq.,
of Edinburgh, that the labouring classes were generally
alive to the importance of sanatory improvements.

The next publication of the Association was one for
which they were indebted to the liberality of the Mar-
quis of Normanby, who placed at their disposal 2000
copies of the admirable speech delivered by him in the
House of Lords on the 26th July, 1844, on the occa-
sion of moving an address to the Crown on the sanatory
condition of the people.
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This was followed by * Suggestions for forming
Branch Associations,” by R. A. Slaney, Esq. one of
Her Majesty’s Commissioners for inquiring into the
state of large towns and populous places. Of this
tract, which embraces an excellent general view of
the subject, 2000 copies were printed and distributed.

Mr. Simpson, on the invitation of a large body of the
labouring class, delivered two public Lectures on the
Sanatory Question, at his own expense, in Exeter
Hall, at which Lord Brougham and Lord Francis
Egerton (now the Earl of Ellesmere) respectively
presided. Mr. Simpson also travelled through manv
parts of the country, delivering Lectures where favour-
able opportunities offered.

Dr. Guy, Mr. Grainger, and Mr. Toynbee, three in-
defatigable members of the Committee, have also deli-
vered several lectures in furtherance of the objects of the
Association. Dr. Guyhasdelivered Lectures,and courses
of Lectures, at Crosby Hall, at Manchester and Liver-
pool, at Greenwich, at Hackney, at the City of London
Institution in Aldersgate Street, and at the Russell
Institution. Mr. Grainger has delivered Lectures at
the Royal Institution, Liverpool; at the Athenaum,
Manchester (after which, a Branch Association was
formed) ; at the Town Hall, Bath (after which, also, a
Branch Association was formed); two Lectures at the
Institution in Bristol; a Lecture at the Town-Hall,
Marlborough (after which a Branch Association was
formed); also at the Literary Institution, Reading;
the Walworth Institution, and the London Institution,
Moorfields. Mr. Toynbee delivered two Lectures at
the Beaumont Philosophical Institution; one at the
Institute of British Architects; one at the Mechanics’
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Institute in Carlisle Street, Portman Market; and one
at Hampstead.

These Lectures having excited much attention, the
Committee printed and circulated 1500 of the first-
mentioned Lectures delivered by Dr. Guy and Mr.
Grainger, and distributed 250 copies of the Lecture
delivered by Dr. Guy, at the Russell Institution,
““On the Health of Towns as influenced by Defective
Cleansing and Drainage; and on the Application of the
Refuse of Towns to Agricultural Purposes.” The Com-
mittee having learnt that Viscount Ebringten had also
delivered a most interesting lecture on the Sanatory
Question to his constituents at Plymouth, applied to
his lordship for permission to publish the same, which
he kindly granted. One thousand five hundred copies
have accordingly been printed and circulated.

There is another member of the Association to whom
gratitude is due—the Rev. Charles Girdlestone,
late Rector of Alderley,in Cheshire, and now of Kings-
winford, who published at his own expense a series
of letters, containing a most excellent digest of the
various official and other publications on the subject of
sanatory improvement, illustrated by various plans and
diagrams ; one hundred copies of which publication he
presented to the Association.

There is, moreover, a very pleasing cireumstance at-
tending this publication: two benevolent ladies residing
in the vicinity of London, into whose hands it fell, were
so impressed with the imp{;rtance of the subject, that
they placed £100 at the disposal of Mr, Girdlestone, to
be applied in such way as he might judge best; and, in
the exercise of that discretion, he has presented £50
to this Association, and £50 to that of the labouring
classes.
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Branch Associations have been formed in the fol-
lowing towns :—Edinburgh, Liverpool, Manchester,
York, Halifax, Derby, Bath, Marlborough, Walsall,
Plymouth, Worcester, and Rugby: and sanatory com-
mittees have been appointed in various other places.

Through the exertions and co-operation of M.
Toynbee, a separate Association of the labouring
classes for promoting the same important object was
formed, which has been instrumental in publishing
and circulating several thousand copies of valuable
Tracts on the Sanatory Question, and, by Lectures and
other means, in spreading a knowledge of the subject
among the important class for whose good it was
established.

The several publications of the Association having
been supplied to the Branches, to a great number of
public institutions and individuals, and to the public
press throughout the kingdom, information has, it
is believed, through such means, been very generally
diffused.

Lord Lincoln having, in the last Session of Parliament,
presented to the House of Commons a Bill, partly founded
on the Report of the Health of Towns' Commission, the
Committee, although approving of many of its provisions,
observed several defects and omissions ; and considering
that it was of the utmost importance that the proposed
enactment should undergo the strictest investigation, re-
qguested Dr. Southwood Smith to undertake this task, to
which he most kindly devoted great time and attention.
The result has been a Report, subsequently referred
to the Committee for its approval, which has taken a
large and enlightened view of the whole subject, much
to the honour of its author and the Association, and it is
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confidently hoped, to the ultimate benefit of the country
at large. Three thousand copies of this Report were
printed, and it was sent to every member of both
Houses of Parliament, to the editor of every newspaper
in the United Kingdom, to all the Branch Associations,
to various Public Institutions,and to a great number of
private persons.

. In furtherance of the views of the Association de-
veloped in the Report, the Committee requested an
interview with her Majesty’s Government, and Sir
George Grey having appointed Friday, the 20th No-
vember last, Lo receive the same, a deputation consisting
of several members of the Committee, and of delegates
from some of the Branch Associations, waited on him ;
the result of which interview was an assurance, on the
part of Government, of the deep interest they felt in
the subject of sanatory improvement, and a determina-
tion to introduce a comprehensive measure in the then
ensuing session of Parliament, An abstract of the con-
ference was published in the leading papers of the day.

The result of the deputation to Government was
brought under the notice of the members of the Asso-
ciation, at a general meeting, held December 4th, 1846,
when several resolutions were passed, pledging the
meeting to renewed and extended efforts—pledges
which the Committee are happy to be able to report
have been redeemed.

Within less than a week of the date of this meeting,
the Sub-Committee, with a view to increased efliciency,
divided themselves into two sections,—a fown section
and a counlry section, and appointed to each an hono-
rary secretary, whose duty it should be to further the
general objects of the Association in town and country,
respectively,
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This arrangement, while it has contributed to the
efficiency of the Sub-Committee, has tended to relieve
the Honorary Secretary of the Association, Mr. Austin,
of some of the labour which he has kindly taken upon
himself. Dr. Guy has consented to act as Honorary
Secretary to the town section, and Dr. Southwood
Smith as Honorary Secretary to the country section,
This arrangement has been the means of infusing fresh
life into the efforts of the Association.

The town section of the Sub-Committee has printed
an address to the inhabitants of the metropolis, and a
statement of its sanatory condition. These they have
caused to be extensively circulated from house to
house, and have directed their collector to wait upon
the inhabitants to explain to them the objects of the
Association ; and to solicit contributions to its funds.
This effort has proved, and still continues to prove,
successful, as a means both of inviting the attention of
the educated and wealthy classes to the important sub-
ject of sanatory reform, and of increasing the funds of
the Society.

The town section has also succeeded in making
arrangements with Mr. Renshaw, Publisher and Book-
seller, 356 Strand, for the opening of a Depdt for the
sale of the publications of the Association.

The country section has not been idle. A series of
tabular statements, showing at a glance, the mortality,
waste of life, and sacrifice of money, taking place in our
principal provinecial towns, are in course of preparation ;
Mr. Grainger has been authorised to issue circulars for
the purpose of obtaining returns of the sanatory state
of villages ; and an Address, prepared by Dr. Southwood
Smith, and signed by Lord Ashley, setting forth the
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claims of the sanatory question as a branch of pre-
ventive charity, is being circulated among the sup-
porters of charitable institutions. The important
subjects of interment in towns, the consumption of
smoke, and the operation of the present Building Act,
have been referred to seleet sub-committees.

At no period since the establishment of the Associa-
tion have the efforts to disseminate information on the
sanatory question been more energetic or sustained,
than since the beginning of the present year.

On the 4th of January, the Association issued the
first number of a periodical publication, under the title
of a “ Weekly Sheet of Facts and Figures,” with the
object of presenting at short intervals of time, and in a
form to attract attention and offer facilities for quota-
tion, some of the more striking facts which have been
recently placed before the public. There is every
reason to believe that this publication is answering all
the purposes for which it was designed.

On the 6th January, the Sub-Committee adopted
“ An Address to the Working Classes,” by Dr. South-
wood Smith, originally published in Howitt’s Journal,
and ordered an impression of ten thousand to be printed,
together with a form of Petition to both Houses of
Parliament.

January 13th, the Sub-Committee ordered the pub-
lication of two thousand additional copies of the Report
on Lord Lincoln’s Bill.

They have also recently authorised the publication
of an Analysis of the Evidence laid before the Health
of Towns' Commission and the Select Committee on
Metropolitan Sewage Manure, together with a short



11

form of Petition for Agriculturists, &c., residing in the
neighbourhood of large towns.

As a guarantee that the funds of the Association
will be strictly devoted to the advancement of its pro-
fessed objects, it may be proper to state, that through
the liberality of the Statistical Society, the Committee
has been furnished with a place of meeting, free of
expense, and that through the continued kindness of Mr.
Austin, the Honorary Secretary, and of the gentlemen
who have consented to act as Honorary Secretaries to
the town and country sections of the Sub-Committee,
no charge is incurred for duties ordinarily performed
by paid officers.

The Committee have ordered a balance sheet to be
prepared, by which it will be seen that the active
assistance of the public is still required to enable the
Association to carry on its labours with efficiency.

In conclusion, the Committee have much pleasure
in stating that the objects of the Association are becom-
ing every day better known and more fully appreciated.
The sanatory question is now fairly before the public;
the provincial towns are joining, one by one, in the
movement, and there is every reason to believe, that
sanatory reform has taken such hold on the minds of
every class of the community, that nothing can prevent
its ultimate and speedy triumph. In the mean time,
the Association will not relax its exertions; and it
appeals with confidence to its members and to the
public at large, for that countenance and pecuniary
support which may enable it not merely to continue,
but to extend its efforts.



SUBSCRIBERS

TO THE

HEALTH OF TOWNS’ ASSOCIATION,

O THE 17th OF MARCH, 1847.

A Donation of £5 and upwards, or an Annual Subscription of £1 and
upwards, constitutes a Member,

* MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE,
Life Subs. and

Donations, Ann, Subs.
X a2y d
His Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge . . 5 0 0
* Ashley, Lord, 49 Upper Brook street . . . 5 0 0 2 0 0
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*Aldis, C. J. B M 1'} 4513 CthtLr square . ., e e’ |
Anderson, chrge, esq., Inverness: & . i gt 1..04 O
Anmlylm:-us, J. B. s e w6, e
Ansted, D, J., esq., 28 Sackville stmﬁt . SR H |
*ﬂulscbrm}l\, Richard, esq., The Asylum, Hanwell . 0
B.
Byron, Lady Noel, 22 Dover Street . . . . . 5 0 0
Baines & Sons, Mess1s. K., leeds . . . . . . 1 0 0
Bainbridge, William, esq., Upper Tooting . . . 1 0 o
Banner, Harmood, F$q+, l-wm*];’nmf : 5 0 0
Ba.rmg, Thos., esq., ML.P., 40 Chas. st. Eerkelc}' aq 1 0 o
Barnett, Adolphus, esq, M. D., V1tt::-r1ﬂ. place,
Limehouse . A b i | B 1]
Bm'lj,r,J T., esq., Plﬂugh {:mu't s 50D
B. F. - o L R T e 0L LR
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Binny, Wi]Iiam, es., 37 Bryanstone square . . . 1 1 0
*Black, W. I, esq., Rolls House, Chancery lane . 15 O
B]alm & Co,, Piccadilly . . o D 010 0
Bray, Charles, esq., Rose hill, Guvmtr]' - 1 0 0
Browne, Philip Augustus, esq., 41 Devonshire place Lebiler 0
Buchan George, esq., Kelloe, Ayton , . , . . 5 & 0
Bulml:-n, H. H., csq., M.D. s Il e (R TR TS
Burgess, J., eaq+, 12 Regent stre:e-t o B T 1 0 0
Burgoyne, J. C., esq., 60 Wimpole street . 1700 0
Burnet, C. F., 19 Park crescent s 1 ¢ 0
Bu'itﬂn Lu:l_v Fowell, 85 Harley sl:rc-ct e | IR IR
C.
*Clark, Sir James, Bart.,, M.D., 228 Brook street . 1 00
Per Ditto, a Lﬁ.d} at Eﬂghtnn o Giom ars el R

*Clay, Sir Wi, Bart, M.P., 17 Hertfordst. . .10 0 0
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Life Subs. and

INonations.,

£, 5

*Cowper, The Hon. W, F., M.P,, 39 %uth street,
Grosvenor square . . r I
Campbell, A. D., esq., 37 Mont-unguﬂ Eq :
Cavan, James, esq., 8 Park crescent . . Bt
Cayley, E. 5., esq., M.P., Wydale, Yorkshire . .
*Cham ucj.is, Rcv . H., MLA., Rectory, White-
chape - :
Christie, G. H., ES«q B Tin street St.. Ja.mr:s - 3
Clutterbuck, Robert, esq., Nascott house, Watford
Cobbett, R‘lchard, J ., €sq., 9 Hurtlmmbcrlmld st.
Cochrane, Charles, esq., 26 Devonshire place

D.

Derby, The Rt. Hon. the Earl of, K.G , 23 Gros-

VENOor square. . R
*D’Israeli, B., Esq., M. P., 1 Grosvenor Gate . . 10
Daniels & Thompson, Jermyn street . . . . .
Danson, J. T., esq., Globe Office, Strand . . .
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*Ellesmere, The Rt. Hon. the Earlof . . . . .10
*Ebrington, Viscount, M.P., 17 Grosvenor sq., 10
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Eden, John, esq., Lwerpml T
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Eilgie, ¥. T., esq., Worcester . . . e
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F.
Fortescue, Rt. Hon. The Earl, 17 Grosvenor
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Fletcher, Major . . = o
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Forbes, T. A., esq., Imﬂndge, Lewisham . . .
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Grey, Rt. Hon. Earl, 30 Belgrave square . .
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street . . i e L
*(Grosvenor, Rt. Hon. Lord Rﬂherf., MP 7. 10
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*(Girdlestone, Rev, Charles, A.M,, Rector of
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Life Subs. and
TDronations.

£ = d

Gore, H. J., esq., Worthing
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*Leslie, John, esq., 60 Conduit street . . . .
*Lewis, Stephen, esq., 193 Regent street . . .,
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*Lytton, Sir E. Elﬂwm Bart., 19 James atreeh
Buckingham gate . . . . 5. e

‘M‘.
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Life Subs. and
llonations,
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*Stuart, Lord Dudley Gl}ntts, 34 St James's

place . . Sl e e
*Sulomuns, David, esq* l Shﬂrtar’s Em:rl: PR L L o
Sherlock, R. H. esq. Liverpool . . o
*Simon, Jnhn esq., F.R.S., 3 Lancaster phwe e B
Enmm,G €5(]. @ Sl -

Stmon, L. M. esq. .

*Elane_}r, R. A, esq Walford Ma.um-,ne.ar Shrews-

bury ; ] ; L1 0D

Thitor . .. ‘ {Adde!mna.!} 10 0 0

Smith, Rev. C. 1'1. ] 1 I'Ir'.'[ A Smlms Home, Wells st.
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Life Subs. and
Dionations. Aun. Subs.

B a g -
*Smith, James, esq. {Dﬂmsﬁm,} Queen square,

Westminster . THEPE e L NPRe P S LR
Eﬂlt-ﬂ.u W 'Elq Glﬂ.phﬂ-m LR LA S 4 ¥ ' 1 ] ﬂ
Etmmrt, Archlhalﬂ €8] - 13 Erumn Etreet S0 - 010 0
Swaine & Co., Pmcadlll_? DL AT i ey 157010
! 1
Talbot, Sir George, Bart., 91 Grosvenor square . 3 0 0
Thomson, H. W., esq., M.D., I’u.cadlll_',r ™ i e T I
*Tite, W., esq., F. R.&., 'St. Helen’s Place: =, 55y S0 - W5LD SR
*kae, - 880y F. R.S.. 31 Spring- ga.rdﬂns e e A
Ditto ( Additional) 5 © -0 -
*Tottie, John ‘N., esq., IB bouih Pa.ra.de, St. James's :
ark | .. . £ 00
*Toynbee, J{)S{tph eaq, F.R. 5. 12 Argy]] plme 110
. W,
Willoughby, D’Eresby, Rt. Hon. Ld., 142 Plecadﬂiy 300
*Wallis, G. S.. esq., 279 Whltecha.p-el road - 1.0 0
Walter, Arthur, esq,, Watford . . o Yrop
War&eil Capt. E., 43 Westhourne tm'ra-:'.e L e 1 . L9
Warden, Francis, esq., 28 Bryanstone square . . 5 0 0
Wuring, John, esq., 38 Mincing lane x 1 1.0
Warren, W., esq., 2 Regent street . . 010 0
*Warren, Rev. J. C. Blair, Horkesley Hal] near :
Colchester . . St 3 00
Watson, James, csq,MD G-la.sgnw A 1 0 0
Watson, — asq., Flcca-dﬂl:,r B o Ol 010 0
Westall, Edward, esq., Gruyﬂﬂn o e 0% i e s T
Waymnul,ll Henry, esq., 17 Bryanstone squa.t!e o e 211000
Whitaker, Thomas, esq., Exeter . . el 1 0 0
White, John, esq., 34 Mﬂutaguﬂ square . . ; 010 0
W]nte, A. D, esq., M.D., Winchester .. .7 .. . R el
Wilkinson, W A., e8(., 56 Threadne&dle 8E7 Th SIS 00D .
Wilkinson, W, A. & N,, & Co,ditto .. .. .. .. .15 0 .0

Subseriptions received by the Treasurer, The Hon. J. T. Leslie Melville;
Messrs. Williams, Deacon and Co., Birchin Lane; Barclay, Tritton and Co.,
Lombard Street; Drummonds and Co., Charing Cross; Strahnn and Co.,
217 Strand; and He.m-:,r Anustin, Esq,, Hon. Ecc., 10 Walbrook,

DeroT FOR THE SALE oF Pusrications; Me. RExsaaw, 356 STRAND.

A List of Publications printed with each Number of the Weekly Sheet of
Facts and Figures, price Ad..

Hatton & Co., Frinters, 37 King Street, Covent Garden.




