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INTRODUCTION.

HE confideration of the miferies which

numbers of poor fick creatures languifthed
under, in different parts of this kingdom, from
not being able to obtain the affiftance of the
medicinal waters of this place, induced many
perfons of humanity to think of erefting an
Infirmary at Bath for the reception of fuch
obje&s ; in which they might be fupplied with
food, phyfic, and advice, while they were
ufing thefe waters for the relief of their feveral
maladies.

This {cheme, however, did not at firft meet
with the encouragement it deferved. It lay
dormant a confiderable time, till in the year
1748 it was revived and carried into execution
by Mr. Allen, with that zeal and generofity
which attended all his other various and exten-
five charities. |

Do&or Oliver was among the foremoft to
promote fo good a defign, and in his frequent
conferences, while it was in agitation, with his

Avg friend
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friend Mr. Allen, he reprefented to him (as
his profeffion naturally led to the obfervation)
““ That one circumftance of the great utility of
fuch an hofpital, would be,—its affording con-
ftant opportunities to the phyficians and fur-
geons, who fthould be intrufted with the care of
it, of improving themfelves in the knowledge
of the right ufe of thefe medicinal waters ; and
that by their publithing from time to time their
experimental obfervations, the public might
thereby be confiderably benefited.”

This hint, which, with the Docor’s con-
fent, was inferted in the printed propofals for
eftablithing the Hofpital, was with many, per-
haps, a motive for contributing to the un-
dertaking.

It therefore in fome degree became, from
Do&or Oliver in particular, a kind of debt to
the public: And it has been atked, why this
promife was {fo long delayed, and why it was,
indeed, never perfectly performed ?

To thelatter part of this queftion,—why
this promife was never perfeétly performed ?—a
{ufficient anfwer but too readily prefents it-
felf ; namely, the: death of that experienced

phyfician.
To
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To the former part,—why it was fo long de-
Jayed ?—the following apology will find the
readier admiffion with thofe who are the moft
competent judges of fuch an undertaking ; as it
1s the language of true genius, which, feldom
being abie to pleafe itfelf, too hafhly concludes
it can pleafe no one elfe.

““ The only excufe I can make, (fays the
Doctor) is,—that to perform it we// is a much
more difficult tatk than perfons unacquainted
with fuch matters can poffibly imagine ;—that
a too tender regard, perhaps, for my own re-
putation, may have kept me in awe, and made
me fearful of running the rifk of public cen-
{fure, which is more inclined to mark the de-
ficiencies, than candidly to accept the good
intentions of a writer.

‘« Thefe motives would ftill have kept me
filent, if my deteftation of the leaft appearance
of breach of public faith had not prevailed over
them. However incapable, therefore, I may be
of doing all I wiA, I can no longer hold my{elf
excufable for not doing all I caz, to {atisfy thofe
who think they have a right to my endeavours.”

This paffage is extracted from a dedication
to Mr. Allen, which the Do&or intended to
Aq prefix
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prefix to his work ; which, though it never
was compleated, yet fome of the Cafes of the
Hofpital Patients were publithed in his life-
time, and others were prepared for the prefs.
For as ill health, and a variety of other con-
cerns, hindered him from giving thiswork to the -
public at once, he fell on the more eafy plan
of publifthing it by parts ; which, had he lived,

would in time have amounted to a whole.

Of thefe cafes the following fheets are chiefly

compofed. To which are added fome few cafes
and notes of my own.*

So much I have thought neceffary to pre-
mife, as well from refpect to the memory of a
friend, as to prevent the reader from hoping

to find /ere a compleat colleGion of all fuch
cafes which our Hofpital admits.

Had Dr. Oliver lived, the public expecta-
tion would have been fully gratified.

* The Cafes and Notes added by the Editor are marked
with an Afteniik,

CASES
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Perfons admitted into the Hofpital
| at’ BA'T H,

Under the Care of Dr. OLIV ER.

DISE ASES of the SKIN.

Case 1.

SaMuEr WINGROVE, of the parifh of Phillip’s
Norton, in the county of Somerfet, aged 17 years,
has been affficted with a Leprofy three years.

James CHurcH.
Norton, May 22, 1758.

Now Qesaip i,

PON examination, the young man’s ac-
count of his own cafe was as follows :

He was bred to hufbandry ; being heated,
and in a profufe {weat, by hay-making, he fat
down
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down upon the ground, and drank freely of
cold {mall beer and cyder. About an hour
aftérwards he grew fick and vomited ; had a
conftant head-ach, and remained much out of
order for a week ; he then grew well enough
to be able to work 'as ufual. About a month
afterwards a {fmall red {pot appeared juft below
his right elbow ; it fpread and itched viclently;
it grew moift, and the ichor which oozed from
it, foon concreted into a branny fcurf, as white
as fnow. - Spots of the fame kind appeared foon
afterwards, in great numbers, round the el-
bows, knees, hands, fingers, feet, and toes, and
a few in his face. His body remained quite
clear from any eruPtion._

He faid his mother was {ubject to the fame
difeafe on her fkin if fhe ever drank freely of
cold liquors, when fhe was hot.

His lips were often {fwoln; and when he heat-
¢d himfelf by exercife, efpecially after walking
and hanging down his arms, his hands would
fwell, and the blotches would burft, chap,
and bleed ; but they were foon covered with

the white cruft, after reft, and the fwellings
Aecreafed. .

This
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This youth was of a florid healthy com-
plexion, a good fkin, and fanguine conftitu-
tion. In December he was interrupted in his
- courfe of drinking and bathing, by a cold, which
required bleeding, and other proper means to
relieve it.

This diftemper is generally attended with
coftivenefs, which the waters rather increafe.
To prevent which he was forced to have fre-
quent recourfe to opening medicines, during
his whole courfe.

He was admitted July 3, 1758, and was
difcharged cLEAN, that is, free from eruptions,

Jan. 10, 1759.
e e D i i R e e 3

Case II.

ELIZABETH JORDAN, the bearer, has been under
my care at the London Hofpital fome time, for a
Leprous Complaint, and I recommend her as a
proper objeét to the Bath Hofpital.

JouN ANDREE,
Phyfician to the London Holfpital.

London} March 28, 1758.

NO Tk
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HIS girl is about fixteen years of age; of a
_ florid healthy complexion, and good fkin.

Two years ago fhe firft pexceived {mall red {pots
about her knees ; which {pread gradually ; cozed
a little limpid humour, which concreted into a
white farinaceous cruft, the fcales of which were
continually falling off, and as conftantly {uc-
ceeded by frefh ones. They afterwards ap-
peared about the elbows, wrifts, and the outfide
of her arms and legs ; her body was quite free
from any eruptions; the cruft itched into-
lerably. |

She attributed her difeafe to her having drank
large draughts of cold liquors, when fhe had
been much heated by violent exercife, or hard
labour.

She had menftruated once, about fixteen
months before the came hither ; but from that
time fhe had never had the leaft thew till the
was taken into the hofpital. After her firft ba-
thing the Menfes appeared, and fhs continued
regular all the while fhe was in the houfe ; but
they kept the periods of three weeks.

She
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She was taken into the London Hofpital foon
after the firft appearance of the eruption, where
the continued ten weeks. She was then dif-
charged little better. A month after fhe was
re-admitted, and continued in the Hofpital fix-
teen weeks, when fhe was difcharged much

better. But eruptions breaking out afrefh, fhe
was recommended to us.

Long before any eruption appeared, her feet.
ufed to chap and runevery winter, and were {0
{fore that the could not go, or ftand.

Her upper lip often {welled, as it ufually does
in fcrophulous cafes.

She had paffed the fmall-pox and meafles,
when fhe was very young.

She was admitted May 20, 1758, and was
difcharged cLEAN January the 1oth following.

When fhe came in, fhe was prepared by
bleeding and purging, as the was of a full ha-
bit, and fanguine complexion. Afterwards the
drank the waters moderately, and bathed three
times a week all the while the was in the houfe.
The coftivenefs, to which fhe was fubje&, was

prevented by a lenitive eleCtuary, with fulphur.

CASE
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BenjaMIN ORFoORD las had eruptions in Iis
Jriny in feveral parts of his body, for thefe jfour
or_frve years, occafioned as he thinks, by a furfeit.
The appearance of which has all the time refembled
a Leprofy, and in my opinion it is no other than
Leprofy.  The man has lived in the fervice of fe-
veral farmers, and is very healthy and firong,
(except this particular diforder) and has been, and
is now able to do his bufinefs, being very willing
to work were he free from this very bad diforder,
I think him a proper object for the Bath Hofpital.

J. SuirTon,

Apothecary at Bafingftoke, Hants,
Nov. 1, 1757.

B QHUPA B

ABOUT fifteen years ago he got a furfeit,

(fo the country people call any great and
{udden alteration of the blood and juices, by
drinking cold liquors when they are very hot.)
From that time he always fclt a weight at the
pit of his ftomach, attended with faintnefs and
ficknefs. Abcut fix years ago he lay ill of a

fever
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fever three weeks, in which he was bled and
bliftered.. A fortnight after he recovered from
the fever, a red fpot, as big as half-a-crown,
appeared on his right arm, upon which there
foon grew a white, thick, chapped cruft, which
{fometimes bled. The next {fummer that dif-
appeared ; but towards the autumn, the fame
kind of {pots appeared in his legs, and on fe-
veral other parts of his body.

He was thirty years of age, of a fanguine
complexion, and hardy make.

After bleeding and purging he drank the wa-
ters, and bathed three times a week, except
when he was interrupted in his courfe by {fome
feverith diforders, which obliged him to omit
bathing, and drinking the waters, till by eva-
cuations, and the faline draughts, with a pro-
per regimen, he could again ufe them fafely.

The crufts were all wathed off, but the red-
nefs and itching remainsd. He was difcharged
June 14, 1758, much better.

e uile ol S0 Dot S RO O DSk
Case 1V.
Wirriam Porjov, of the parifh of Phillip's

Norton, in the county of Somerfet, twenty—jfour
| years
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years of age, has been affliéted for thefe fix weeks
- awith violent fiorbutic eruptions, on his arms and
other parts of his ém{y, but chiefly on the arms ;
occafioned, as he imagines, by his drmémg cold fmall
beer, when he was hot at work.

He has been examined by the phyficians and furgeons
| belonging to the Bath Hofpital, who are of opinion,
that he is a proper objet for the faid Hofpital.

Epwarp CoLrE,

o P & R il T

ABOUT two years ago he f{requently in-
dulged himfelf in large draughts of cold
water, and fmall-beer, when he was heated by
walking very faft; foon after he felt great fick-
nefs at his ftomach, and pain in his head, which
continued a fortnight. Then {mall pimples ap-
peared about his wrift, with a fenfe of burning
heat, and violent itching. Thofe pimples en-
larged themfelves into boils, which grew very
painful, inflamed, and {uppurated, difcharging
an ichorots matter, which hardened into a white
{cab, rugged, uneven at the edges, with a black
{fpeck in the middle. The bafe remained red,
inflamed, and fpreading every way, but un-
equally from the centre. In three or four days
| the
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the {cab dried, feparated, fell off ; a frefh in-
flammation came on; a fuppuration and cruft
followed as before. Thefe eruptions appeared in’
every part of the body by turns, but chiefly in
{pring and autumn.

This man was a tyler by trade; his diet was
chiefly coarfe bread, and cheefe, and fat bacon.

In February he complained of a pain, and
coldnefs at the pit of his ftomach, and in his
bowels. _

It is very common to perfons, who are under
cure for {kin difeafes, to be troubled with fuch
complaints, when the eruptions are removed by
bathing. Sometimes they are feized with vio-
lent head-aches, and nervous diforders. But
bleeding, a gentle purge, and then diaphoretic
medicines, generally relieve them ina few days,
and enable them to go on with bathing again,
though it may not be proper to let them go
into the water as frequently, or to ftay in it as
long as they ufed to do.

This man was difcharged cureD April 17,
1758.

CASE
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Joseru PoRTER, of Trowbridge, wool-feribbler,
aged twenty-three years, was, about three months
paft, feized with an Eryfipelas, proceeding, as if's
Suppofed, from an obfiructed perfpiration, occa-
JSioned by his being expofed to long journies in bad
qweather, which, by the ufe of medicines, became in
a great meafure fubdued; but it has fince returned
at intervals, and at prefent [eems inclined fo a
Leprofy ; but in all other refpects he is healthy.

The above fofeph Porter, (whofe cafe as herein
defcribed by Mr. farvis, an apothecary) is re-
commended as an objet of charity, and to the fa-
vour of being admitted a patient in the Hofpital,
by, Gentlemen,

Your moft huml;le fervants,
RamspeEN DopsworTH, Reflor,
Josepu MoRrTIMER, Churchwarden.

Trowbridge, Feb. 14, 1758.

Ne ) R

THIS man had eruptions on many parts of
his body, which appeared in {mall blad-
ders, and being broke by {cratching, or being
- rubbed
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rubbed by his fhirt, difcharged a little fharp
watry matter. This foon concreted into a dry

fcab, which crumbled off, and left the part
under 1t pretty found.

About three years ago he had been infected
by an itch, which, after two months from its
firlt appearance, had been cured by a black oint-
ment, probably mercurial.

He was feverith feveral times while he was
in the houfe, which obliged him to leave off
the water, and bathing, and to ufe evacuations,
and the faline draughts.

This kind of eruption, which owes its origin
to an itch ill cured, we find to be very obfti-
nate. This perfondrank the waters, and bathed
{everal months without much benefit, frefh
eruptions breaking out as faft as the old ones
were wafhed away.

To affift the waters, therefore, he took two
drachms of a folution of one grain of mercurius
fublimat. cor. in two ounces of brandy, every
morning for a fortnight. This medicine made
him a little fick, but never vomited him, or
purged him. It kept up a free perfpiration,
and increafed his quantity of urine. It muft
not be continued too long, Ihave known it to
B bring
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bring on violent head-achs, and fometimes
pains in the ftomach, and bowels.

After he had done taking this folution, he
returned to bathing, which then perfected his
cure; and he was difcharged O&. 3, 1757.

e QDR QD R i R D O
Case VI

THoMmAs HuTCHINSON, of Taunton St. Mary
Magdalen, about [even years ago, had a cutaneous
eruption, that was thought to be the Itch, and
was treated as fuch, on which it difappeared ; fince
that time it has made its appearance every [pring
and fall ; but by annointing and taking alterative
medicines, has often difappeared, till about Chrift-
mas laft 5 then he had a dry ftab appeared on his
head, and fince that on his face, and other parts
of his body, which does not go off by the former
treatment, and is now become the true farfuraceous
Leprofy.  This is the true flate of his cafe, as
taken from himfelf.

Witnefs my hand,

FErRDINANDO ANDERDON,

Surgeon in Taunton.
May 11, 1757.

NUOUTE,
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HIS man’s complaint was much of the {fame
nature with that of fofeph Porter.

At firft, the waters and bathing had very
little effe@. He therefore took the foregoing
folution, after which bathing took place, and
he was difcharged curED, Sept. 19, 1757, ha-
ving been admitted June g, of the fame year.
His diforder was of feven years ftanding.

@ R e D R e e oD e e e

Case VII.
Auguft 11, 1774.

This is to certify, that MARY CLARK, belonging
to the Parifh of Blaydon, and now lving in Ax-
bridge, 75 about the age of 32, and labours under
the following diforder : That ever fince fhe can re-
member, fhe has been fubject at [pring and fall to
have cutaneous eruptions, moftly like the itch, break
out about her ; that her father was always the

Jame, but by taking (at the time of its appearance )
a little gentle phyfic it ufed to go off, till about ten
years fince fhe happened to firike her leg agamfl a

flone, and bruifed it, whereupon it ulcerated and
B2 was
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was very painful ; fhe applied to a great many
pretenders to furgery, but in vain; fhe then was
carried to Mr. Lucas, furgeon, at Wells, but in
a miferable condition, with both legs and thighs
very much tumified and inflamed, and when fhe
rubbed it, (as fhe could not_fometimes avoid through
the violent 1tching ) it would break out in finall puf-
tules, and difcharge a thin glutinous matter ; fhe
had likewife, at the fame time, branny-like [cales
upon one arm, and both knees, and very often
aching pains in her legs, thighs, and arms, efpe-
cially at night when warm in bed ; fhe was feven
weeks under his care at Wells, in which time fhe
awas (with taking medicines) made much better,
but it was near twelvemonths before the diforder
was feemingly conquered : Ewver fince fhe breaks
out as before, at [pring and fall, but not to that
height, till about two months fince, when it ap-
peared all over her body like the itch ; fhe was
blooded, took phyfic, and anncinted, which almoft
carried off the eruptions about her body, but fettled
it in her leg, and now fhe was in the fame manner
as when fhe firft applied to Mr. Lucas, only that
her thighs are not Jo much inflamed as they were
then, but in every other particular much the fame.
She wwas mzrried before fhe appled to My. Lucas,

-;i.-’f(zl
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and her hufband is fince dead, but never had the
appearance of any fuch diforder about him 5 her
child is five or fix years old, and never had any
[fymptom of it till his mother’s late illnefs, when it
came out in the fame fort of itching eruptions.
It is obferved, that the woman and her parents al-
ways had the charalter of virtuous people.

Wirriam Brice, Surgeon.

The mother and child were both admitted,
and both were difcharged May 28, 1774, cured.
Patients 265 days.

N Tk

HIS is a hiftory of a violent fcorbutic hu-
mour, which is not unworthy attention.
It muft be obferved that the hufband, who lay
in the fame bed with his wife was not infe&ted ;
as likewife that the child thewed no figns of
having fuch a diforder in its conftitution, till it
arrived at the ffth or fixth, I thould rather
think, the {feventh year of its age ; at which pe-
riod all the fluids undergo a new fermentation,
and the circulation becomes ftrong enough to
feparate fuch humours from the blood, and to
expel them through the fkin.

CASE
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Case VIII.

Gentlemen,

HeNRY RoOBJOHN, a pauper, of the parifh of St.
Kerriafe, in the city of Exon, about eight years of
age, now [ays, that about ten or twelve months
Since, he unhappily met with a fall in carrying a
burden, by which means he recerved a flight wound
in each elbow, which healed without any great ap-
plication 5 but on its healing he percerved a white
feabby cicatrix on the wound, and fome pimples
arifing near the wound appeared crufted in the fame
manner 5 in a_fmall time 1t [pread to the breadth
of half-a-crown, and foon after his legs were af-
flhicted in the fame wanner. He applied to Mr.
Cann, an apothecary, who gave him two or three
purging draughts ; but the phyfic having no effeét,
the lad defifled from taking any more, and applied
to me EpwARD MiLLES for my opinion : I told
liam Ithought the beff way wonld be to go fo Bath,
and I humbly concerve it to be a proper cafe. He
Jurther fays, that till he met with the above ac-
ﬁdﬁ’ﬂf he never had the leaft blemifh on his flin in

is life 3 and lis mather litewife fays, that neither

f fie
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fhe nor his father ever had any thing of the kind
in their lives.

Your moft humble fervants,

EpwaARrRD MILLES, Surgeon.
HenryYy FeError, Warden.
TaoMmAs ELrioTT, Collettor.

Difcharged Sept. 30, 1745, CURED.
A patient 137 days.

N O - PR,

T may appear flrange, that a flight wound in
each elbow thould draw a {corbutic humour

to the parts fo fharp, that it corroded the cuti-
cula, and formed crufts not unlike what are feen
in the mild kind of Lepra, often owing to the
perfons drinking cold fharp liquors when they
are very hot. * But it is more ftrange that the
breaking the fkin of the elbows fhould likewife
be the occafion of fuch eruptions on the legs ;
for till that breaking of the fkin by the fall, the
boy never had any {corbutic fymptoms that we
know of. But fuch faline corrofive particles
will float about, mixed with, and difperfed in
the mafs of the fluids a long time without ma-
nifefting their exiftence, and will be carried out

of
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of the body by urine or {weat ; yet when the
circulation through capilary lymphatics is ftop-
ped by a wound or contufion, they will then be
heaped together in greater quantities ; will by
attraction form large moleculz, which will have
more powerful corrofive qualities, by which
they will be able to eat away the adjacent parts,
to excite intolerable itchings, and to cover the
fkin with foul fcabs, according to their own
fpecific natures.

It is probable, that the leg was likewife
bruifed by the fall, though the greater pain of
the elbows, as 2 more tender part, made the boy
not to take notice of it.

St i e & e oS P DD D S PSS
Case 13X,

Crewhern, Somerfetfhire, March 25, 1745.

Trcre's a poor girl about eighteen in this neighbour-
heod, that laboured under a florbutic itch, or ra-
ther a leprofy ; the greateft part of her body and
limbs are covered with large fcabs, which feale off
in white flakes.  She had fome appearance of this
humour when fhe was about ten, which has in-
creafed cver fince : About two years fince fhe was
brought
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brought to me, and then never had her menfes ; I
then gave her a courfe of mercurials about three
montts, and ufed externally mercurial ointments,
which cured her, brought ler menfes, and fhe was
now quite fimooth 5 continued fo for a few months ;
but her menfes daid not return ; the humours re-
turned again, and fhe was as bad as ever. About
twelve months fince I cured her as before, and her
menfes returned; but fhe did not continue well
long, neither did her menfes return till very lately:

fhe is now almoft asbad as ever. Her friends are
very poor people, and fhe works Jfor her bread: I
believe your Bath will regulate her menfes, and
efiablyfh her cure: She's avery lufly firong maid.

Your moft humble fervant,
Joun Bisuop.
Difcharged curED May 19, 1746.
A patient 370 days.

K. O 1 K

HEN the menftrual 'evacuation does not
appear at all, or is very irregular in quan-

tity, quality, or period, and eruptions fhow
therafelves on the {kin, we reafonably conclude,
the deficiencies of the one to be the caufe of
the appearance ot the other ; few cafes demon-
C {trate
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{trate the truth of fuch an hypothefis {o plainly
as this does.

%@%ﬁ%@%@% i P i e el
*Case X.

Genﬂemen,

SARAH CovririNs, aged twenty-eight, of the pa-
rifh of Hammerfmith, about feven years ago got a
Surfeit by drinking cold water when fhe was very
hot. This furfeit fhewed itfelf in an eruption all
over her breaft, which was removed by a falivation
mn St. George's hofpital ; fince which operation fhe
has never feen her menfes. Upon returning to her
work the humour fhewed itfelf violently, and con-
tinues fo to do; for the cure of which fhe has been
advifed by many eminent phyficians and [urgeons to
try the Bath waters ; and fhe having not where-
withal to fubfift herfelf at Bath, during the time
neceffary for obtaining a cure, fhe é-.f’gI the be-
nefit of your hofpital, for which ﬂ:f: 75 _;ud’ged a
N Eéﬁﬁ ‘5,1’! Gcntlemen, &c.
Wirriam OLIVER.
Difcharged cureD.
A patient 254 days.

! B 6 R e Ce
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N Q. H

E may learn from this cafe, that though a
falivation will clear the fkin from fuch
eruptionis for a time, yet that it doth not al-
ways free the conftitution from the feeds of the
difeafe, which, when the veflels begin to fill a-
gain, and the ftrength of the patient to return,
will bud out afreth. It is fcarcely therefore
worth while to put a patient to the inconve-
nience of {o troublefome a difcipline, for {o un-
certain and temporary an advantage ; efpecially
as mercurials internally given, by way of alte-
rative, will often produce more lafting effects.
For this patient was cured, together with drink-
ing the waters and bathing, by taking pills night
and morning, which were compofed of the
Pulvis Plummeri and Pil. Ruf.

R R B e O S e e ey

* Case XI.

Hax~Nau Pew, of Sarum, aged twenty-feven,
Jrom her youth uncommonly fat and corpulent, tho
wery aétive and very healthy, always accuflomed fo
hard labour and much exercife. Her monthly pe-

riods made their firft appearance when fhe was a-
Cz bout
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bout feventeen years old, and continued regular in
every fhape t1ll about a twelvemonth paft : She then
taok cold, and from that time her menfes have only
made a jaint, tho regular appearance. From this
diminution of her montlly periods, a violent impe-
tigo broke out upon her. It firft began upon her
arms and legs, but has now totally overfpread the
- awhole body, except the pit of her flomach. Thefe
eruptions form themfelves into dry farfuraceous
Sfeales Joon aftir their appearance, and fhe can
fearce walk atrofs the room without leaving Jome
of thofe exuviee behind her. This is her prfﬂrf;ba!
complaint, and all infertor anes are confequences
thereof. She has taken a great deal of medicine
from various furgeons and apothecaries, which I
fancy, by her dfeription, were of the mercurial
and draflic kind, as fhe has been kept purging from
one dof? for feven or eight days-together.

Wirriam Hancock,

Difcharged curebp,
A patient 62 days,

Bl QTR

THIS patient was admitted June 22, was
~ bled the next day, and the day following
took a gentle purge. The 25th fhe began

drinking
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drinking the waters, and the following altera-
tive bolus was prefcribed for her:

R Mercur. calciné&t. Granum. G. Guaiac.
terent. fimul & adde Theriac. g'. s. ut. f.
Bol. omni noéte {fumend.

She took this medicine only twice or thrice,
and though it moved the belly, {o as to produce
three or four ftools every twenty-four hours,
yet by the 29th of June it had greatly ulcerated
the mouth, and had brought on a very copious
fpitting. The falivation was not encouraged by
any thing given to continue 1it, as repeated ob-
fervation had fhewn the uncertainty of this
meafure. It was however left to take its own
courfe, and it continued for a week. On its
decline, the patient’s bowels were much difor-
dered with fevere griping pains, which gave
reafon to apprehend a dangerous diarrhaa might
fucceed, as her ftools were liquid and very fharp.
But thefe fymptoms were removed by the ufe
of opiates, and proper aftringents, with the De-
cc&tum Album for common drink,

July 13. All appearances of the Ptyalifm,
which had produced little or no change in her
difeafe, being over, and her bowels in a proper

ftate,



[ 24 ]
{tate, the was ordered to drink the waters, and
to bathe. In her morning and evening glafs of

the waters, fhe took twenty or thirty drops of
the Tin&ura Vitri Antimonii.

On the 211t of Auguft the was difcharged the
houfe, perfectly cleanfed of her leprofy.

H S P RS RXSRSFORSH S
* Case XII. :

Mary Tomkins, (Zfatf. 22) at five years of
age had a furfeit, which every year grew worfe.
At twelve years of age it appeared a confirmed
leprofy, and ﬁf’m{f over all ﬁfr body, head, face,
hands, and feet not excepted. She has taken all
kinds of iedicines.  About feven years fince fhe
was fent fo London to St. Barthofomew's hofpital,
where [he was nine months. They tried variety
of medicines, and even falivation. She was turned
out incurable. No one perfon chufes to take her
into their houfe.

Wirriam Hicks, Apothecary.
Bicefter, O¢t. go, 1763.

Difchargcd CURED.
A patient 220 days.

NI R
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I Never faw fo bad a leprous cafe. The girl’s
= dkin was almoft univerfally covered with
large, thick, hard, dry fcabs, of a dark brown
colour ; except that on her face, thefe brown
{cabs were fpecked with white fhining filver
{cales, which gave her countenance a very fhock-
ing appearanf:e. The clefts between the fcabs
were wide and deep, fo that her fkin refembled
the bark of a tree. And her difeafe, indeed,
appeared to me to be a fpecies of that kind of
leprofy, which, from the effeéts it produces in
the {kin, has obtained the name of the Elephan-
tiafis. She was of a plethoric conftitution :

Except her leprofy, fthe was in a ftate of per-
fect health.

She was admitted into the hofpital the 31ft
of December 1763. Asfhe was of a full hapit
of body, evacuations by bleeding, and purging
were requifite to prepare her for the waters.
When thefe were undergone, the began to drink
the waters, and to bathe twice a week.

The (kin having been well wathed, and the
leprous {cabs rendered fomewhat foft and fupple
by thefe bathings, I ordered, on the 20th of Ja-

" nuary,
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nuary, that fhe thould be annointed all over her
body, with an ointment made of the Ung'. e
Pice, and neat’s foot oil, night and morning; and
that during the ufe of it fhe fhould defift from

bathing.

She appliﬁ& this ointment from the 2oth of
January to the 10th of February, when fhe was

purged, and the next day ordered into the
bath.

Her fkin by this means was rendered much
cleaner from leprofy, than it had been for many
years ; even, as fhe told me, than by the faliva-
tion, which had been continued for fix weeks.

On the 13th of February fhe was ordered to
go on with bathing thrice a week ; to drink a
pint of the water daily, and to take an alterative
medicine, which confifted of a folution of the
Mercurius corrofivus fublimatus and the Tinc-
tura Vitri Antimonii, night and morning, in a
decoction of farfa parilla.

She was continued in this plan for the re-
mainder of this month, and for the whole of the
next, during which period her difeafe fometimes
abated, fometimes increafed.

In
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In the beginning of April fhe was put again
on the ufe of the above-mentioned ointment,

and was ordered to defift from the waters and
the alterative medicines.

She ufed the oifitment night and morning for
three weeks ; was then purged, and fent into
the bath. Her fkin now, after being well
wafthed, appeared in great meafure freed of the
leprofy: She then returned to her courfe of the
waters and alterative medicines ; by the ufe of
which the remaining {cabs by degrees dropped
off ; the dark coloured marks they left on the
{kin gradually difappeared; and fhe left the hof-
pital perfectly cleanfed Aug. 8, 1764. Since
which time we have heard nothing of her.

o> s i oD R Y R o BBk

* Case  XIII.

TroMmAs RickEeT; (Atat. 16) a poor boy, has
Jfor the greateft part of his Iife, been affiicted with
‘& briny humour inchiming to a leprofy.
Ricaarp CoRrk,
Surgeon, at Slimbridge.
Difcharged curEeD:
A patient g7 days.
D NOTE.
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AT his admiffion, his body was covered in
moft places with a brown fcab, that ouzed
a very corrofive ichor.

He could not tell how long he had had this
complaint. ‘The difeafe appeared to be a {cor-
butic itch, and probably had exifted from his
infancy.

He was receiv.ed into the hofpital June 12,
1764.

After being properly purged and feveral times
bathed, he made ufe of the ointment mentioned
in the preceding cafe, from the 3oth of July
to the 17th of Auguft : On which day he was
purged, and the next was ordered into the
bath.

After three or four bathings the fcabs dropt
off. But towards the end of the month the tu-
mour began to thew itfelf again. He was there-
fore ordered to have recourfe to the ointment,
which was ufed for a week ; when he was again
purged and bathed. He now appeared free
from eruption. 'To prevent a relapfe, he took

five
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five grains of Calomel at bed-time for three
nights, and on the fourth morning a purge. On

the 26th he left the hofpital, perfectly free from
every the leaft {fpot or mark on his fkin.

s Al 5 i P A e e o e

THESE cafes, ’tis prefumed, will be thought
{ufficient proofs of the efficacy of Bath waters
in Difeafes of the Skin : But thould further e-
vidence be required, the regifters of the hofpital
will afford it. By them we find, that from May
1752, to May 1764, a period of 13 years, two
hundred and forty-one lepers have been received
into the houfe : Of this number one hundred
and twenty-two were perfectly cleanfed ; eighty-
five were much benefited ; twelve received no
benefit ; four died; eleven were improper to
be continued ; and feven were difcharged for
irregularity,

During the {fame period the hofpital has ad-
mitted ﬁft}f patiﬁnts under various ﬂ::-rts of {cor-
butic eruptions. Of thefe, twenty-fix were
cured ; eighteen were much relieved ; one died;

and five were improper, from hectical {ymp-
toms, to make ufe of the waters.

D2 RHE U-
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Case [

James Covg, of the parifh of Upton St. Leonards,
in the county of Glocefler, labourer, about thirty=
Jix years of age, has been grievoufly afflicted for
thefe five weeks laft paft with rheumatic pains and
tumours, together with great weaknefs of both legs
and thighs, which (though in all other refpets
he is in perfect good health) renders him entirely
incapable of labour, and obliges lhim to be d:pend-
ent on his parifh for his own and his family's fup-
port.  He thercfore prays to be admitted into the
General Hofpital at Bath, hoping there to obtain
that relisf, which has in vain been attempted by
other means.

The truth of the above cafe is attefted by
Joun READY, Surgeon.

Gloucefter, June 12, 1757.

iy [ O B
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HIS man, about twelve weeks before his
admiffion into the hofpital, which was in
the beginning of July 1757, fat down on a moift
place, being then heated by working. The
next morning he felt pains about the Os Coccy-
gis, and upwards through the back bone to the
fecond vertebra of the loins, Thence it de-
{cended along the mufcles of the left thigh and
leg, and foon after through the muicles of the
fame parts of the right fide. The knees {welled
with a fenfation of a dead numbnefs. He was
always eafier when he was warm in bed.

Three days after his feizure he was bled, but
not relieved. He was purged five times, and
ufed an ointment to his knees. From thefe
means he found little or no advantage.

After a gentle purge, he began to bathe, and
to drink the waters, a pint and a half aday; he
foon found his pains relieved, and by continu-
ing in this courfe without any medicine, he
grew quite well, and was difcharged cuRreD in
the beginning of November.

CASE
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Case .

MARY ScRIGGINS has, for fix or [even years
pafts been at intervals affliéted with violent pains
in her limbs, which have been generally deemed
rheumatic, but within thefe twelvemonths fhe
has been rendered mofily incapable of her for-
vice, and now wholly fo. Laft autumn fhe went
to Bath, and was under the care of ***% Hep-
Jhaw, apothecary, for fome weeks, and recetved
great advantage by the ufe of the waters, under
liis prudent directions ; fhe fays, he called her dif-
order a_feorbutic rheumatifm. However, in this
time fhe fpent the little money fhe had javed in
Jervice, fo far as to difable her from going to Batl
again at her own expence 5 and as fhe finds her dif~
order coming on apace, fhe is very defirous, if it
may be thought well of, to be admitted into the
hofpital.  She is about forty years of age, of a
pretty good conflitution naturally, and has few or
no complaints to make, except thefe great pains
and weaknefs in her hmbs, efpecially ler armg
and hands.

If Jhe fhall be deemed a proper patient to be admit-
ted, plecfe to fend a line direéted to Sarah Prank-
fg.rﬂ, 5
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ard, oppofite the Drawbridge, on St. Auftin’s
Back, Briftol.

N aby Ryl

THIS perfon was about forty years of age :

She had been regular as to her menfes, du-
ring the whole courfe of her illnefs, and con-
tinued fo while fhe was in the hofpital.

Her firft complaint was a pain in her hip
joint, from whence it was removed by the ufe
of opodeldoc, with which the part was fre-
quently embrocated. The pains then flew a-
bout her, and attacked feveral other joints. At
that time the ftrange infatuation about Glzffosn-
‘bury water overfpread the neighbourhood, and
fhe went thither among the crouds of deluded
people. She ftaid there feven weeks, drank
half a pint of the water a day, and bathed
eleven times; when fthe had finifhed this courfe,
her pains were greatly encreafed, and her joints
fo much {wollen, that her limbs had almoft loft
all motion: Laft autumn fhe came to Bath,
drank thefe waters, bathed, and found much
benefit, as her cafe declares. She came again,
and was admitted into the hofpital July 3d,

1758.
When



[ 34 ]

When I firft faw her the complained of great
pains in all her joints, which were ftiff, and
could not be moved without much difficulty,
efpecially the vertebr of the neck. Her
ankles were much fwollen, and pained her fo
much if the endeavoured to ftand, that the im-
mediately fell down, if not {fupported.

She was of a good habit of body ; the vifcera
were found, and performed their duty regularly.

Upon her admiffion, we took nine ounces of
blood from her arm ; the next day purged her
gently; then the began to drink three half pints
of the Bath water a day, and bathed twice a
week. By this courfe her pains gradually a-
bated ; the gummy fwellings at her joints were
difperfed ; fhe could turn her head and neck
without any uneafinefs, and her ancles grew fo
ftrong that the could walk almoft as well as ever.

In this ftate fhe was dilcharged from the
hofpital, curep, December 27, 1753.

% D HEd N S F S SR D H e S
Case HI.

Gentlemen,

This is to certify, that the bearer lereofy GEORGE

PorE, of the parifh of Pottern, in the county of
Wilts.,
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Wiits, is, in my optnion, an objeét of the Bath hof=
pital, having been troubled with rheumatic pains
Jor fome years paft, for which reafon he was difs
chargea from his Majefly’s fervice.
As witnefs,
Joun CrLARE.

N O T B

THIS man is about forty-five years of age,
well-made, mufcular, and of a fanguine

conttitution. He ferved as a foldier in General

Bland’s regiment all the laft war in Flanders.

He fuppofes that his difeafe arofe from lying
on the cold, wet ground. About ten years ago
he firft felt a very fharp pain in his left knee,
without any {welling of the part. Three months
afterwards the right knee was affeted with the
fame fort of pain, which did not relieve the left
knee at all. In this condition he returned to
England, a year and half after his firft attack of
pain. Soon after he began to feel flying pains
all over his body ; his joints, vertebre, and
fternum, upon motion, or preflure might be
heard, or felt to crackle, as is ufual in Scorbutic
habits. His pains were always greateft in hot
weather. He was fent to Guy’s hofpital a year

| a7 and
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and half ago. He ftaid there twenty weeks,
and was difcha'rgf:d incurable. He then returned
to his regiment, of which he was a corporal.
July 16, he was difcharged as unfit for fervice,
having loft many motions of his right arm, and
being not able to walk without great pain and
difficulty.

Nov. 3, 1758, he was admitted into our
hofpital.

I examined him Feb. 5, and found his pains
were much eafed ; the joint of his right fhoul-
der crackled under preflure, but no other part;
he had quite recovered the ufe of his arm, he
could walk ftoutly, and without pain.

He was difcharged fiz for his majefty’s fer-
vice. -

Notzy In cafes where the joints crackle, from
drynefs, our furgeons advife, that the parts
thould be well embrocated with neat’s-foot oil,
efpecially after bathing, when. the pores being
cleanfed and opened, the oil will enter with
more readinefs, and penetrate deeper than 1t
will do at any other time. -

Casg
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Case IV, ‘
Wirriam STEPHENS, about four years ago,
after a hard day's libour at his trade (being a
blackfmith) was feized with a violnt pain in his
neck and [floulders, which extended alfo to all his
limbs, and confined him wholly to his bed for eight
months. Two months after, he was fent to this
place, where, by bathing and arinking the waters
ten weeks, he recovered his health and firength fo
as to work at his trade for near two years after ;
and then, by taking great cold, was feized in his
bins, with weaknefs in his knees, fo as to hinder
him from walking acrofs his chamber ; then he
came hither again, and in feventeen weeks reco-

vered his firength a fecond time; fo that he has not.
been able to get his bread by his labour til] within

thefe fix months paft. And now, the third time of
lis coming, he has been here ten weeks, and in a
fair way of recovery, and begs to be admitted into
the General Hofpital, having been hitherto at
Billefs Hofpital, where he finds fuftenance fall
Short : He is provided with a certificate from
Portfinouth, and a depofit of the three pounds.
S. BusH.
Difcharged March 27, 1754, much better.
A patient 188 days.
E 2 N O T-E.



<BE 38 ].

| ST @ AT el s
Think this is a remarkable inftance of the
power of Bath Waters, in removing the
pains which were fo often brought on by ta-
king cold upon having been violently heated,
even after {o many relapfes.

B N N S

Casg V.

Tuomas Obvy, of Wroughton, the bearer hereof,
has for twenty years paft been afflicied with rheu-
matic pains in his limbs, occafioned at fi ft by an
itch ill treated, and is thereby rendered incapable
of labour ; and having twice tried the Bath,
whereby he received bencfit 5 but by extraordinary
expences not being able to continue its ufe for a
Sufficient time, is recommended as a real objelt of
charity.
| Your moft humble fervants,

Geo. Mobbp, furgeon, &c.

Difcharged May 14, 1746, detter.
A patient 69 days.

Nl

HIS cafe ought to make us careful by what
means we f{uffer an itch to be cured.

it
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It will likewife put the phyfician upon en-
quiring, when he meets with anomalous er-
ratic pains, whether his patient ever had the
itch, and how it was removed from the {kin.

e O e e e S e e =g Sty

Case Vi,

WaLTER FLEA, he las been qffficted with a
Jwelling in both ancles for thefe three years paft,
proceeding from cold ; but the fwelling has been
now gone off for about half a year, and kft fuch a
great contraltion of the Tarfus and Metatarfis, that
he can’t wali but with the greateft difficulty : He is
likew:fe troubled with rheumatic complaints. His
age is about forty.

DGR

HIS man was an officer of the excife. By

{ftanding in a cold, damp cellar, to watch a
foap-maker, he contracted a rheumatic habit,
being afflicted with {harp flying pains in all his
limbs. His legs fwelled very much, and his
ankles, and feet were cedematous. The pains
were fevere by fits, which fometimes lafted for
a fortnight, attendcd with a fever; then the

E 3 pains
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pains ceafed, leaving the limbs very weak, ef-
pecially the ankles. He is juft now getting out
of one of thofe fits, which has been pretty fe-

vere. Heis now free from all feverifh {ymp-
toms.

After proper evacuations, he began to drink
and bathe in the beginning of June 1757. He
was very coftive, and was obliged to take half
a drachm of the Ele&. Cariocoftinum every o-
ther night. In order to unload his legs, which
ftill {welled, efpecially towards night, he now
and then took a jalap purge.

June the 1oth. His pains are much eafier,
and his legs and ankles do not {fwell {o much.

July 14. He has no complaint remaining
but the weakne{s of his ankles, which grow
ftronger by pumping. He was then difcharged,
very well recovered.

This man’s diforder was relieved much the
fooner by the warmth of the {eafon, which kept
up a conftant free perfpiration bctween the
bathings, to which cold weather is very unfa-
vourable. When this great evacuation was
checked by the autumnal winds, his pains re-

turned,
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turned, and, upon his own petition, he was re=
admitted Nov. 18, 17;58.

May it pleafe the worthy gentiemen, doftors, and
Surgeons, to the General Hofpital in Bath, the
humble petition of Walter Flea, humbly fheweth,

That whereas Walter Flea, of Calne, in the county
of Wilts, was fometime fince a patient in the above
named houfe, and was turned out cURED, but ha-
ving fince a relapfe of my diforder, humbly implore
the worthy gentlemen for a re-admittance, which
will infinitely oblige,

Your afflicted humble fervant,

WALTER FLEA.

His {fymptoms were much the fame as be-
fore; but he did not receive benefit as faft as
he did in the warmer months. The waters
feemed now to want {fome afliftance ; and as he
was {till coftive, he was ordered an opening
eleGuary with Gum Guaiacum. By degrees
he got rid of all his complaints.

CASE
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Case VII.

Oxford, Feb. 7, 1745

Joun Beasvy, of St. Michael’s, Oxford, has for
two years paft been affiicted with painful fwe/lings
in his legs. After tiking medicines lere to no
purpofe, he was recommended to the Infirmary at
Wefiminfter, and was dijcharged jfrom thence
without being relieved. The phyfictans and fur-
geons of that lofpital ad if d hus going to Bath, as
being the maofl likely means of ferving him.

Joun Hume, Apothecary.

SAM. MATTHEWS, ditto.

Admitted May 1, 1746.
Difcharged July 7, 1746, curebp.

i PR © Jotl I 1

HIS is much to the credit of the Bath hof-

pital, where the patient received a cure
after he had tried all means at Oxford, and in
the Weltminfter infirmary to no purpofe.

Probably
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Probably nothing but a gradual folution of
the vifcid ftate of his juices by warm bathing
could have effected his cure.

——-—mm—

* THE efhicacy of Bath Waters in Rheuma-
tifms is fo generally known, that to produce
more cafes in proof of it would be unneceflary:
But it is zof unneceflary to obferve, that their
power is chiefly confined to that f{pecies of
Rheumatifm, which is unattended with inflam-
mation, or in which the patient’s pains are zof

increafed by the warmth of his bed.

e ofdfoociimofousfoosfonpoifo choosfoooodo o
CACHEXY and SPINA VENTOSA.

C A CiHs:2ErX . Y.

Case 4.
Bradford, March 23, 174.5.

Joun HucHINS has for near fix months luboured
under an ill flate of health; he was firff fiized

with an ague, which, for want of due care and
proper
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proper helps, was fucceeded by a cough, fwelled
legs, &c. which reduced him to a very weak flate ;

and he being deprived of the proper means of pro-

curing affiftance, begs admiffion inte the Bath
Ho/piial.

Wirriam Harris, Apothecary.

Difcharged curEeD.
A patient 93 days.

NGO e F A EE

THIS cafe may teach us, that in fome fcor-
butic cachexies the waters may be drank
with fafety and advantage, though the legs

{well, the abdomen is puffed up, and a teazing
cough comes on.

% SR O RS ROHOUR O SRRSO LS

Case’ 11.

The cafe of OL1vE HANCOCK, aged 37, appears to
me to be an univerfal Cactexy of the whole blood
and humours, from a [udden return of a [tor-
butic humour, occafioned by being made wet, when
wery hot, in hard walking, and from that time has

been
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been fubjelt to various complaints, as a lad in the
Jflomach, a pain in the bowels, and fometimes in the
limbs 5 the bowels at prifent are very much ob-
Sfiruéted, and have been for thefe twelve months
paft 5 fle has feveral ulcers in her legs, but has not
had them more than two months ; [he has taken
purging, altering, and cordial medicines, but they
have taken little effell ; and not being able to
Support herfelf in this her calamity, does humbly
afk charitable affiffance.

Joun PitTT,

Surgeon and Apothecary at Cricklade, Wilts,
near Afhton Keins, the parifh of the above
mentioned Olive Hancock.

N0 T Eu

HIS woman enjoyed pretty good health

till about ten years ago. Then, after walk-

ing till fhe was very hot, the was caught in a
hard fhower of rain, on Michaelmas day, it
being very cold and windy. Upon her return
home fhe went to bed, rofe very well the next
morning, and continued fo for a fortnight; a
pimple then appeared near the ankle as big as a
pea, inflimed; and was very painful ; foon after

the legs and arms were overfpread with num-
berlefs
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berlefs puftules, which were not fo high above
the {kin, or fo inflamed, or painful, as the firft
pimple ; but fhe felt great pains in her legs and
arms, at the bone. Thefe eruptions were co-
vered with a white fcurf. They appeared and
difappeared frequently. When the was freeft
from them, her bowels was affected with windy
cholic pains, which grew ealy again upon a
freth appearance of the fpots. At the end of
five years, from her firlt taking cold, the erup-
tion quite difappeared, probably from frequent
purges, and other medieines which fhe ufed.
She then began to feel a pain at the pit of her
ftomach, which by degrees affe&ted her whole
breaft, thoulders, and neck, but was fo violent
in her back bone, that the vertebre, between
the thoulders, began to ftart, firft one, then a
fecond, and then a third, From the compref-
fion of the {pinal marrow, fhe began to feel a
numbnefs at the pit of her ftomach, round her
fides, down her thighs, legs, feet, and toes ;
the foon after loft the power of motion, and the
fenfe of feeling, in her lower limbs ; her urine
flowed involuntarily, the {plinéer of the bladder
becoming paralyric; whilft the was coftive from
the defect of the periftaltic motion of the in-
teftines, and the want of the power of expel-

1111=
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ling the feces. Her bowels had a fenfation of
numbnefs, yet they were in violent pain.- She
had oft.n cold fhiverings, burning heats, and
clammy fweats. When fhe came into the hof-
pital, we found her much emaciated, very
weak, a quick pulfe, and brown tongue, very
dry in the middle.. This ftate rendered her a
very improper object ; however, as thefe {ymp-
toms might be brought on, or much aggravated
by the great fatigue of her journey, in a jolting
cart, we let her reft a few days, rather with
hopes of her becoming capable of returning
home, than of doing her any fervice. Bya
cooling temperate regimen, and reft, fhe be-
came lefs feverifh, and gathered a little ftrength.
Then, at her moft earneft requeft, as the laft
thing fhe had any hopes from, after having af-
fured her that fhe would receive more harm than
good from bathing, we permitted her to be
carried to the bath, in which fhe was to ftay
but a few minutes. After a few cautious trials,
{he was convinced that fhe grew weaker, and
more feverith. She was forbid to bath any
more. We endeavoured, by cooling and nou-
rithing her with a flender diet, to render her ca-
pable of bearing the journey, and then dif-

charged



[ 48 ]
charged her, as an improper obje¢t for our hof-

pital, Jan. 31, 1759.

H O SHOXORSIESHOHOHSHO%

CASE 115

Er1zaseTH CoLEMAN, of Keovil, Wilts, about
twenty years of age, by great tremblings and catch-
ings in her lower limbs, from September laft, gra-
dually lof} the ufe of them. She does not apprehend
it proceeded from any cold taken at that time, but
rather from frequent furprizes and i/l ufage. She
has her menfes very regular, and feems to be na-
turally of a very good conflitution. She now re-
cerves relief from the parifh, who have promfed to
lay down the caution money, and procure every
thing proper for her admiffion into the hofpital, of
which 1 think her a proper objeci.

Your's, &c.

Joun MoRrRris.

July 12, 1747, dead.
A patient 427 days.

NQTE.
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HIS poor girl was bound out an apprentice
by the parith. Befides the palfy of her
lower limbs, which the cafe fent to the hof-
pital mentions, the bad all the fymptoms of
cachexy brought on by bad diet, unkind ufage,
and anxiety of mind. Our beft endeavours
could afford her, though long kept in the houfe,
no benefit ; which induces me to infert this
cafz, to thew the dreadful confequences which
are likely to follow, from the barbarous treat-
ment {uch poor creatures often meet with from
their inhuman matfters and miftrefles ; to which
their no lefs cruel parifl:es oblige them to fub-
mit for many years, if they prove ftrong enough
to bear it. If the miferable being dies under
the tyranny, the mafter is hanged, and the pa-
rifh rejoice that they have got rid of two nui-
{ances at once.

W RPN DD RO YR DN DIk

Case TV.
May 19, 1746.
RicuarRD CROCHER, of the parifh of Houlton, in
the county of Somerfet, got the itch about five
months ago, for which he was flruck with a
mercurial



[ %0 ]
mercurial ointment, from which time he has
been affiiéted with a vidkent pain in his Sflomach,
a conflant fickne[s after eating, a dizzin:(s in his
head, with wvertigos; his fight almoft quite ob-
Jeured by clouds flying b fore his eyes generally of a
green colour ; he filt a [enfe of creeping infells
throughout all his limbs, with frequent throbbings
and fubfultuffes ; the bottom of his feet burn, prick,
and fhoot, Jo that he walks with d_fﬁm@x, yet they
Sfweat plentifully. He is about thirty-three years

of age.
W. OLIVER.

Difcharged Dec. 3, 1746, much better.
A patient 171 days,

e @ QA DD e N D P R
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Case V.
Nov. 23, 1743.

JDH N STADHOLME, :?ge’d :Wf'fz{y—ﬁw:z years, was
Seized with a white fwelling in the year 1740,
which we belweve came by cold and hard labour at
his trade in winter time, and under which he has
miferably Liboured ever fince; he is now rendered
incapable of getting his bread by trade or other-

wife,
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wife, and has nothing elfe thereby to fupport him :
We humbly hope the governors and gentlemen of

the committee will be pleafed to admit the faid
Fohn Stadholme, as a real object.

TrHomAs NicHorson, Curate.

Difcharged April '.2'8, 1774, incurable.
A patient 165 days.

R a1 WU G

True Spina Ventofa feldom, or never, re-

ceives benefit, but often harm, from the
ufe of Bath waters. I fuppofe we were in hopes,
that as the cafe was drawn by the curate of the
parith, it might be miftaken ; as other fwellings
of the joints-often pafs for {pinas, when they are
not really fo. When the poor man came, we
were not willing to fend him back without a
trial of what could be done for him; but the
cvent was as we had reafon to fear it would be.
Had this cafe been drawn up by a fkilful phy-
fician, or furgeon, the fick man would probably
never have had the trouble to come from his
own home. In thisdefcription no {ymptoms are
mentioned, which is a great defe&, by which we
could not form a right judgment of the cafe.

F P When
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7 When we difcharge a patient zucurable,
we always mean no more than incurable by the
Bath waters, under the patieat’s prefent cir-
cumftances.

g oo cfigpriiidhidds i oecho i
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Cask 1.

Samuver FrRANCES, of the parifh of Batcombe,
in this county, labourer, aged between 5o and 60,
has been for three months paft affticted with a
Sciatica, which has rendered him unable to work.

I examined him in the pariyh where he lives, and
think him a proper object for this charity. I am,

Your humble fervant,
Bath, O&. 7, 1758, Joun DoNNE.

5 R & Mg e 04

HIS man was 62 years of age, of a healthy
complexion, and good habit of body.

About twelve months ago, as he was walk-
ing on the ice, his feet flipped, and his back-
: fide
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fide came to the ground. He felt great pain
from his fall, which feemed to him to lye deep
towards the bone; the external parts were not
difcoloured, as they generally are from bruifes.
He was very lame, and got to his houfe, which
was a quarter of a mile diftant, with great dif-
ficulty. The pain by degrees defcended to his
ankle, without attacking the knee in its way.
His hip grew eafier, as the pain in his ankle in-
creafed ; a month after the knee grew very pain-
ful, but his ankle was not relieved. * No {wel-
ling appeared on either of the parts affected.

When he was admitted into the hofpital,
Nov. 24, 1758, the pains were very fharp in
the knee, leg, and ankle; he could not walk
without a {upport, and then with much pain
and difficulty. He found immediate relief from
bathing ; his pains decreafed every time he went
into the water, and the firength of the limb
proportionably increafed. When he was dif-
charged, Jan. 31, 1759, he declared that he
was quite free from pain, that he had been fo
above a fortnight, and could then walk as well
as ever he could in his life.

F a2 HIP
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Case 1II.

Joun HucGHESs, of the parifh of Rexham, in the
county of Dunbrigh, was about “fune laft feized
with a viclent patn in his right hip, attended with
a flrong fymptomatic fever, and an atrophy of the
whole limb, great difproportion of the joints, from
whence there is reafon to fear a luxation, if the
obfiruétion of the joint gland s not removed ;
which the warm bath, with drinking, [eems to bid
Sfaireft to do: foined to his diforder his poverty
renders him a proper object for the General
Hofpital.

Oélober 20, 1743. J P ch.

Difcharged Nov. 24, 1743, CURED.
A patient 34 days.

N 00T &

HIS remarkable cure was performed in 34
days. He was bled as foon as he was ad-
mitted ; then took a purge of pil-coch min.
with calomel, drank the waters{paringly, bathed
twice a week, then three times, and took an
opening
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opening eleCtuary, compofed of two ounces of
lenitive eleCtuary, one ounce of xthiops mine-
ral, half an ounce of lac f{ulphuris, and a fuf-
ficient quantity of folutive iyrup of rofes. This
was his whole procefs under my care. Such
opening electuaries we are frequently obliged to
give during the ufe of the waters, which prove
binding to moft people. Though perfons of
very weak bowels will {ometimes be {trongly
purged by them, efpecially if they drink them
without having duly prepared the prima vie.

* Note, 1 have often obferved, thofe purgings
which are brought on at firft drinking the
waier, prove in the end, if properly managed,
very beneficial to the patient.

D L - = o YCR SN CNS

Case III.

WiLriam Horkins, a poor fheerman, of 21
years of age, and of the parifh of Midfummer-

Norton, in the county of Somerfet ; his pain he

Jays lies moftly in his right hip, but that it moves
Jometimes from thence to his knee, quite down to
his ankle 5 he finds great weaknefs in thofe joints,

but percerves no fwelling 5 he informed me likewife

| D that
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that in cold weather his pain increafes, and that
he tmagines his diforder was occafioned by a chill
Which he took about a year ago: This account of
hus cafe I had from his own mouth, and hope it is
Such as may entitle him to admittance into the hof~
pital, and the benefits he may there receive.

GeorGE FiDDEs,

Curate of Midfummer-Norton.

Difcharged Sept. 10, 1745, detter.
A patient 120 days.

IN Ry S

HIS patient was under the care of Dr. Oli-
ver, who remarks, that his diforder was a
beginning hip cafe; and that fuch complaints,
when recent, and in young fubjetts, are com-
monly relieved in our hofpital.

e e S T e
* WE frequently have patients fent to us
whofe complaint, in the defcription given of
their cafes, is faid to be the Sciatica, or Hip-
gout. But as the fymptoms of their difeafe are

not confined tc the idea which this term con-
veys, I fhall here enumerate them.

It
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If you enquire of thefe patients where their
pain is fituated ? fome will point to the groin;
fome to the great trochanter of the thigh bone ;
and others to thejunction of the os innominatum
with the os facrum. Temporary pains are alfo
often {poke of in the knee, the fhin, and ankle
of the difeafed limb. Pain in the acitabulum of
the os innominatum is frequently zever men-
tioned ; and many of thefe patients can bear to
have the head of the thigh bone moved round
in its focket without the leaft uneafinefs. The
difeafed limb isfometimes thorter than the found
one ; but it is much more frequently confidera-
bly longer. If the buttocks be examined, that
of the difeafed fide will be found lower than
that of the well fide. I have feen feveral in-
ftances, where the obtufe procefs of the os in-
nominatum has been an inch and a half lower
than its natural fituation.

This diforder is fometimes brought on by
colds, which have been caught by fitting on
damp ground. Sometimes it 1s the confequence
of external injuries, as falls, leaping down from
high places, &c. And very often no aflignable
reafon can be given for it.

It happens indifterently to perfons of all ages
and -conftitutions. I could never difcover, after
the
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the molt careful enquiry, that thofe of fcrophu-
lous habits were more liable“to its attacks than
others, who had ever been free from glandular
obftructions.

Its approaches are generally made by flow
and almoft imperceptible degrees. A kind of
wearinefs, an inaptitude to motion, is at firft
perceived in the limb; which in children has
frequently been taken for fome trick they had
got in walking, till the fublequent pains have
at length given but too convincing a proof to
the contrary.

The miferable patient often long languifhes
under this cruel difeafe. His pain grows more
continual and more violent. Inflammation a-
rifes, matter is formed, a hectic fucceeds, and
he dies tabid. Or if the abcefs breaks, or is
opened, the flux of matter is ufually more than
his ftrength can fupport, and he finks under the

difcharge.

Dr. Oliver juftly remarks, that when the
cafe is recent, and the patient young, our wa-
ters frequently effet a cure. To which I muft
add, that when the difeafe has been of long
ftanding, they feldom do much fervice ; and if
the parts are much inflamed, but particularly if

matter
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matter is formed, the ufe of them is highly in-
jurious. *

Our ufual method of treating {uch cafes is as
follows : We do every thing we can to prevent
inflammation, or if it exifts to remove it. We

epend more on the external than on the inter-
nal ufe of the waters. And fuch patients are
ufually reftrained from drinking them till the
difeafe begins to give way ; and even then they
are prefcribed in {mall quantity, and are fome-
times {oftened with milk, or cooled with fpirit
of nitre.

We frequently purge {uch patients, and with
advantage. Some of them require, and are be-
nefited by mercurial phyfic. Bleeding is not
omitted ; cupping on the part is exceedingly
, {erviceable; and emetics are often very ufeful.
All thefe feveral evacuations are repeated during
a courfe of bathing, as circumitances demand.

When the patient bears bathing well, that is,
if his pain is not increafed by it, and more par-
ticularly if it abates his pain, we reafonably en-
tertain hopes of his recovery. But bathing,
though it thould confiderably lefien the fymp-
toms of the difeafe, yet it is not always able to
perfe& its cure. In this cafe, we have recourfe

to
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to the pump, and the fuccefs anfwers our wifhes.
This application, however, muft be made with
great caution ; and fhould immediately be de-
fifted from if the pain is increafed by it. Under
the circumftances of the patient’s being relieved,
though not cured, by bathing, and yet unable
to bear the pump, I have known him receive
the greateft advantages from emetics, and the
application of lime cataplaims, fometimes of
blifters, to the difeafed parts.

When bathing makes fuch patients feverifh,
and increafes their pains, no benefitis to be ex-
pefed from it; particularly if, after carefully
repeated trials, zhefe effects are conftantly ob-
ferved. And if they are {ent to us in the laft
ftages of the difeafe, when matter is formed in
the part (which too frequently happens) we are
cbliged to return them to their homes as foon

as pofiible.

Upon examining our regifters it appears, that
from May 1761 to May 1773, there have been
admitted into the hofpital 296 hip cafes. Of

thefe, 192 have been perfectly cured or greatly
benefited ; 2 received no benefit ; 2 died; 1 was
difcharged for irregularity ; and g9 were im-
proper to be continued.

STOMACH
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ST O MACH CASES;

Case I.

ANN ASHWORTH, of the parifh of St. Brides,
London, is about twenty-five years of age, is a
maid fervant at prefent, but from her llnefs is
incapable of doing her bufinefs ; her diforder is a
viokent pan at her flomach, with which fhe has
been afftilled for the beft part of five years, being
Jeldom free from it above three or four weeks to-
gether 5 fhe has taken almoft all kind of medicines
ufually admimiftered in fuch cafes, but has found
only a temporary relief from them. We hope the
Bath waters will be of fervice to her, and effeem—~
ing her a proper object of charity, recommend her

to your hofpital.
DanierL Cox, M. D.

Difcharged Sept. 31, 1745, CURED.
A patient 98 days.

CASE
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. Case IfY

Jane WALKER, fpinfler, about 28 years of age,
of a thin, cold habit, has been for a long time fub-
Ject to a violent pain in her flomach, attended with

~frequent irritations to vomit, o as not to keep any
thing in her flomach ; fometimes free of that com-
plamnt 5 but then violent gripings in her bowels
without coflrvenc(s ; the caufe I prefume to proceed
from a weaknefs of the digeftive faculty : All the
means that have been ufed for her recovery have
proved unfuccefsful, and I humbly concerve that
the Bath waters would be of fervice 1o her.

JosErH Youna.
Difcharged OCt. 11, 1744, CURED.

A patient 149 days. |
B Qi SRR RO PSRRI
Case I1I.

Jawe Novcr, houfeinaid to Lord Conway, has
beerr bong affliéted with a diforder in her flomack
and bowels, attended with pain and indigeftion,
without any [curvy, and may, in my opinion, be
very likely to receive benefit by the Bath waters.

E. Wirmor.
Difcharged Sept. 22, 1743, CURED.
A patient 331 days.
i E e By g D



[+a63] ]

e R N R 1

HOUGH difeafes of the {ftomach are oftener
relieved by the Bath waters than any o-
ther, yet we have fewer cafes of that kind fent
to the hofpital, than of thofe who labour under
the infirmities of their limbs. Perhaps the poor
are lefs liable to diforders of the ftomach than
the rich, from their different manner of living.
Another reafon may be, that fuch diforders do
not render them as incapable of their ufual
work, as the lofs of their limbs does, and con-
fequently they do not become burthenfome to
their parifkes, to prevent which is one great
motive to their being at the expence of fending
them to the hofpital. '

kS ShSHSULSIOH SR OS%

*Case IV.

Wwm. Corvrins, of Butkigh, has for fome time
laboured under a dangerous diforder, which Bath
waters to me feem likely to remove. I apprehend
there is fome obftruttion in the paflege from the

Sflomach to the duodenum. What fuggefls this con-
jecture is, that as foon as he has taken the fmalleft
quantity of any folid food, it gives him moft ex-
cructating pamns in his flomach 1l it comes up a-

gaiz.
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gain. And lately, if he eats any thing more fub-
Sfantial than broth, his_flomach immediately [wells
like a blown bladder, and his breath is almoft gone.
5. Hoéob.
Difcharged curepD.
A patient 72 days.

A e {

HIS patient was 30 years of age. About

three years before he came to Bath he
caught a fevere cold, and from that time was
more or lefs troubled with indigettion, flatu-
lency, and pain in his ftomach. By degrees
the pain of his ftomach became more conftant,
and more violent. To this was added an ex-
ceflive degree of coftivenefs. No folid food
ftaid in his ftomach. He kept down broth
better than any other fort of nourithment, but
even that he frequently flung up. About a
quarter of a year before his admittance into our
hofpital, he began to difcharge a clear infipid
rheum from his mouth, which ran off to the
quantity of four or five pints cvery twenty-
four hours.

He was much weakened and emaciated, and
feemed falling into a hectic.

He
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He was prepared for the waters by a warm
ftomach purge. He began to drink them in
fmall quantities. They fat eafy on his fto-
mach, and in three days his vomitings were
removed. The quantity of the waters were
gradually increafed, till he drank three half
pints of them in the day. He grew regular as
to ftools, and the difcharge of the rheum from
his mouth gradually decreafed. He left the
hofpital perfeétly free from all his complaints.

e i o3t oD o 3 S D3 (D S DD
¥ Case V.

Soromon Dt MaTTos, of St. Botolph's, Lon-
aon, aged §4, was recommended to Bath for a
Stomach complaint. His cafe was fimilar to the
preceding one, and was of near three years fland-
ing. His digeflion was greatly impaired. He had
continual reachings, in which he frequently dif-
charged large quantities of a thin tranfparent hu-
mour. Lt times he had aceeffions of a hellic fever.

I 20 1 B

THIS latter {ymptom made it dubious, whe-
ther he fhould be allowed to drink the

waters: But on the fuppoﬁtiun that his fever
might
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might originate from inanition, he was allowed
to try them; and in f{eventy days they com-
pleated his cure.

Bath waters are ufually forbid when fe-
verith {fymptoms appear, but there can be no
general rules without their exceptions.’ If the
feverith {ymptoms are owing to an inflam-
matory ftate of the fluids, or from matter,
drinking thefe waters would certainly deftroy
the patient: But when nervous debility oc-
cafions fever, they may, if taken with due cau-
tion, produce very happy effects ; of which thefe
two cafes are fufficient proofs.

S 3o il B e o 3 i o e Ao
*¥ Case VI.

Er1zaseTu VICKERS, of the parifl of Shenly in
Hertfordfhire, about 46 years of age, has for fe-
veral months complained of great pain in and about
the flomach, which pains were often accompanied
with eruflations and vomitings.

It feems that prior to thefe complaints, fhe was fub-
Jeét fo recurrent pains in her feet, which occafioned
a fufpicion that the fymptoms above-mentioned were
of the gouty kind. _Agreeably to this hypothefi,
the cale was treated with warm purges, cardiacs,
and flomachic medicines : But after a long purfuit

of
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of this method, mno gouty paroxyfim appearing, and
indeed little or no benefit arifing to the patient,
excepting thofe fhort temporary relefs which all
warm fpirituous compofitions occafioned in common,
it was judged proper to direct faponacious and alo-
etic medicines, which were afterwards followed by
a courfe of aromatic bitters, and chalybeates.

This latter purfuit feemed to avail the patient con-
Jfiderably 5 but neverthelefs was far from effecting
a cure ; for the pain, ficknefs, &c. every now and
then returned, although not fo fevere as formerly
cither as to degree or duration.

5 o % % CgTTon, M. D-
Difcharged curEeD.
. A patient 95 days.

1 Bt () AR Tt £

FTER a proper preparation, this woman
was put upon a courfe of the waters. She
continued drinking them for near 2 month,
without their producing any fenfible alteration
in her complaints. About this time fhe com-
plained of great ficknefs, attended with a fen-
fation of weight and load at her ftomach. An
emetic was given her, and fhe brought up morg
than a pint of thick black bile. After this dif=

G chargs,
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charge, fhe fenfibly found the waters do her
good. Her appetite mended, her digeftion be-
came perfeck, and her evacuations regular, »

She was difcharged relieved of all her com-#
plaints, without having had any gouty paroxyim
to affift in their removal.

It is not unufual for perfons to refort here,
imprefled with the idea that their complaints
are produced from gout. Some who are afflicted
with wandering pains in their limbs, want of
appetite, indigeftion, and lownefs of {pirits,
will call their complaints a flying gout. Others
who are {fubje& to fevere pains in the ftomach,
attended with violent reachings, &c. conceive
their difeafe to be the gout in the f’aomacg:
When the complaints of the former proceed
from a bilious acrimony in the habit; and the
complaints of the latter from gall ftones.

e T T e e

Dr. OLIVER obferves, That hot mineral
waters may not improperly be faid to confift
of foul and body. The foul which warms,
enlivens, and keeps all their component parts
in a2 due motion and mixture, is fire, that
ﬁmuf’c active, as far as we know, of all materia]
beings. As foon as 'th§ waters are _ﬁxpdfed to

| g the
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the open air, this ®therial fubftance, cloathed

in the moft volatile* and *{ulphureous * par-
* ticles of the compofition, breaks through its
watry prifon, and wings its way towards its
kindred element. When this f{piritus rector
has taken its flight, the remaining mafs be-
comes cold and lifelefs ; its parts {eparate, and
form moleculz, which by degrees become too
weighty to be fufpended in the vehicle, and ap-
pear precipitated to the bottom of the vefiel in
which they are contained. The fpiritus rector
{feems to act by re-animating weak, cold, flabby,
animal fibres, and reviving cold, vifcid, vapid
animal fluids, by uniting with them, and ren-
dering them again warm, fpirituous, and a&ive.
When the folid contents of the waters are no.
longer under the influence of the fpiritus rec-
tor, they ftill retain, during fome weeks at
leaft, qualities not unufeful to the animal eco-
nomy, though far inferior to thofe virtues which
the waters poflefs when drank, as quick as pof-
fible, from the {pring head. The folid con-
tents, by gently irritating the mufcular and
nervous fibrille, reftore, and firengthen the pe-
riftaltic motion of the bowels, and promote
glandular fecretions ; operations of the greateft

G2 con-

# The Phlogifton,
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confequence, cither to the prefervation or re-
ftoration of health.*

A remarkable hiftory of the powers of Bath :
waters, in each of thefe different ftates, will
be more fatisfactory to the reader than any hy-
pothetical reafonings about them can be.

Mrs. Griffith was a lady well known; and
by her great good-nature, and continual flow
of chearful fpirits, much beloved and carefled
by all who knew her. About thirty-five years
fince, great anxiety of mind threw her into a
diarrhea ; followed by an entire lofs of appetite,
perpetual naufea, and vomitings up of every
thing fhe attempted to get into her ftomach.
The great Dr. Friend was her phyfician; but
the difeale was too obftinate even for his fkill
to conquer. Tired with taking medicines, and
finding herfelf grow worfe, fhe, by the advice
of {fome friends, afked the Do&or whether the
Bath waters might not be ferviceable in her

cafe.

“ If the theory contained in the above note fhould
not be- allowed, yet the praélical obfervations it
contains, and which the two jfoilowing cafes con- .

Sirm, may be a fufficient apology for its infertion.
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cafe. The Docor, tired as much as his pa-
tient by f{o long and fruitlefs an attendance,
readily acquiefced in her making the trial ; but
without any very favourable prognoftic of the
{uccefs. She no fooner began to drink the wa-
ters than fhe felt her ftomach and bowels mend-
ed by them; her {ymptoms were all relieved;
the loofenefs grew very moderate; fhe took
down food, and digefted it ; and after drinking
the waters about five or fix weeks, the returned
to London in fuch health, ftrength, and {pirits,
that her friends received her with joy and fur-
prize. The benefit the found from this firft
Bath journey, lafted about a year and a half;
~when, from what caufe I don’t recolle&, her
bowels began again to be out of order, and all
her former complaints returned. = Whither
fhould fhe fly? but to the waters which had
done her fo much good, when in the fame
circumitances, I was then in London, and
came down with her in her own coach to Bath.
I was then an eye-witnefs of her miferable cir-
cumitances ; the diarrhea was violent; the vo-
miting as conftant as fhe cver attempted to
{wallow any thing, either food or phyfic; ex-
cept a {poonful now and then of brandy burnt

G 2 on
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on a lump of fugar, which ftaid in her ftomach,
and was almoft her only fupport., As foon as
we reached Bath, fhe made all pofiible hafte to
the pump ; and I faw her drink off 2 middling
glafs of the water, with an eagernefs and joy
which we may form the jufteft idea of from the
figures in Pouffin’s charming picture of Mofes
ftriking the rock. The miracle was almoft as
great. She drank another glafs, and declared
that the felt herfelf quite well. From that hour
the took down food, retained, and digefted it;
the loofenefs became moderate, and her {pirits
rofe a degree or two above temperate. Having
drank the waters the ufual time, the returned
to London in good health, and remained fo for
many months ; but by the next year fhe felt
fome admonitions from her {tomach and bowels,
to put her in mind that the ought to have re-
courfe to her great remedy, before fthe was
driven to it by a total return of her complaints.
She did {o, and with the fame fuccefs. But
her conftitution was too delicate, and her frame
too much fhattered by illnefs, to be capable of
being reftored to ftrong, or lafting health; yet
by the help of Bath waters fhe lived 2 moft

comfortable fprightly valetudinarian all the reft
of
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of her days. Many years fhe divided between
thisyplace and London, when fhe often enjoyed
pretty long intervals of eafe ; but as foon as her
ftomach or bowels put her in mind of her for-
mer f{ufferings, the flew to the Bath waters, which
never failed immediately to.charm away her dif-
orders. As the grew older and more infirm, the
found herfelf become lefs and lefs capable of
bearing any long abfence from her great reftora-
tive, and that her London journieswere more and
more fatiguing, as fhe was lefs able to bear their
inconveniencies. She therefore made this place
her fixed habitation for the future. Here the
{pent her days in focial pleafures among her nu-
merous friends, never omitting her vifits to the
pump, from which fhe received her daily fup-
port ; and nobody ever was more {enfible of, or
more thankfulfor the ineftimable bleffing. Du-
ring fome years before her death fhe took very
little food 3 and if {he did not keep her ftomach
alive by the waters, fhe could take none at all,
but began to naufeate the fight and {fmell of
victuals, till the could get a glafs of the water,
as hot as poflible, which alone could enable her
to eat 2 mouthful. Thus, by continually pour-
Ing
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ing a little oil into the lamp of life, though it
burnt dimly, it did not quite go out till the
fourth day of February, 1762, in the fcventy—
fixth year of her age.

"Ji

Many years ago Dr. Moore, a practifing phy-
fician in Dublin, brought his wife hither, and
put her under the joint care of Dr. Cheyne and
myfelf. She was between thirty and forty years
of age, and extremely emaciated by the follow-
ing illnefs. She had generally no evacuation by
ftool for nine days ; the eighth or ninth day ap-
proaching, violent pains of the bowels, parti-
cularly of the lower gut, came on, which threw
her into hyfteric convulfive fits ; they followed
one another till by frequent fpafmodic endea-
vours, which admitted of very little affiftance
from art, the was delivered of feveral hard balls
of feces. From the moment of her delivery
fhe grew eafy ; foon recovered the fatigue ; was
frec from hyitterics; was in good {pirits, and
tontinued fo till towards the next ninth day,
when the fame tragedy was acted over again.
The faculty in Dublin had given her all the aid
rnedicines could afford, but without the defired
e¢ffet.  When the had drank the Bath water
fome weeks, fhe bad her periodical evacuation

with
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with tolerable eafe ; without hyfterics or vio-
lent gripings. By degrees fhe grew to have
{tools once in two or three days, and for fome
time" before fhe left this place, fhe had regulap
evacuations that way ; recovered her fleth, and
a good ftate of health. When fhe returned tg
Ireland fhe took with her a quantity of Bath
water, which the warmed and drank every day.
As long as that lafted fhe continued regular;
but when that was out, fhe found herfelf gra-
dually relapfing into her former ftate of coftive-
nefs. She tried all the water thops in Dublin ;
but found no Bath water which would anfwer
her purpofe, probably from having been kept
too long: She then fent us an account of her
diftrefs, and defired that the might have fome
frefh-bottled water fent over by the firft oppor-
tunity. Some time after, the Doctor informed
us with great thankfulnefs, that the waters we
fent had fully anfwered the end, and that his
wife had, by their ufe, recovered regularity, cafe,
and {pirits, and therefore defired that we would
continue to fend freth fupplies of the water,

T he
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The following OBSERVATIONS on STOMACH
CoMPLAINTS, were found among Dr. Oliver's
Papers; and from the many ufeful Remarks *wfzrré

they contain, have been deemed proper for Pub-
lication.

HE food, having been prepared by mafti-
cation, and the mixture of the {faliva, is
conveyed into the ftomach, there to be con-
colted by a gentle heat, and mixed with fuch
juices as fhall promote its further refolution.
While all the parts fubfervient to this opera-
tion are found, and healthy, the ftomach re-
ceives this pulp with pleafure, and digefts it
with eafe. But no nrgaﬂ of the body is more
fubject to a greater varicty of diforders, than
the ftomach ; and no medicine is found to be
fo efficacious in removing many of them as our
Bath waters.

When the fibres of the ftomach are weak
and relaxed, fo that its coats- grow foft and
flabby, having loft the power of exerting their
nervous and mufcular force on their own glands,
and on the pulpy faod which is tran{mitted

from
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from the mouth ; the fecretions of thofe juices
which thould there be mixed with the mafs to
be digefted, are flow and languid ; thefe hu-
mours grow thick, tough, cold, and phleg-
matic ; they ftick to the plufhy coat of the fto-
mach, fill up all its interftices, and choak the
paflages, which open into its cavity, and that
fend both fluids and fteams into it, of great fer-
vice in the bufinefs of digeftion,

Such a difeafed ftate is often brought on by
many accidents which affe the mind with
grief and melancholy ; than which nothing
more {urely deftroys the natural heat, ftrength,
and firmnefs of the body. Women are more
fubje to this difeafe than men, from the na-
tural loofenels of their fibres, and their feden-
tary manner of living. Men, who give up ex-
ercife and labour, for which their bodies were
originally framed, and apply themfelves with
too much eagernefs and diligence to ftudies of
the feverer kind, efpecially in a leaning pofture,
feldom efcape falling into this ftate, which I
thall now defcribe.

When the ftomach is in this cenditicn, in-
ftead of receiving the food with defire, it fuf-
fers
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fers a difgult from the very action of fwal-
lowing it.

Soon after a few mouthfuls are {wallowed,
2 naufea enfues, the appetite ceafes, and the
meal is at end ; except from the fear of being
ftarved, and the earneft per{uafions of friends,
they force down a few merfels more. |

When the food reaches the bottom of the
ftomach, it is foon furrounded and entangled
with a quantity of cold, clammy, {limy mucus,
which prevents its further folution ; and which
{mearing it all over preferves it in a crude in-
active lump, whofe weight becomes fenfible,
and is complained of an hour or two after eat-
ing, and remains {o a longer or fhorter time,
according to the degree of the diftemper. When
this indigefted lump lies long at the bottom of
the ftomach, it grows four, diftends the cavity
with vapours of a like nature, which go off in
difagreeable and fometimes painful belchings.

Perfons whofe {tomachs are thus difeafed,
have pale compicxions, bloated countenances_
hollow eyes, with a dark circle round them.
Fhey are low fpirited, often figh, are inactive,
gape and yawn frequently, have pale lips, and

cold
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cold whitifh tongues. Their pulfe are low and
flow, their urine crude, and like whey.

If the Bath waters are poured into a ftomach
thu's coated over with a thick {limy mucus, they
will pafs thro’ it without having any other effeét
but that of adding to the load, diftending it by
rarefying the vapours which are confined in it,
and producing flatulency and naufea ; for they
have not power to diffolve this tenacious matter,
In order therefore to render them ferviceable, it
1s neceffary that the patient fhould take fome
ponderous and faponorous medicines, amongit
which I think crude mercury the beft. Thefe
will penetrate the vifcid humours, attenuate
and diffolve them, and make them eafily fepa-
rable from the coats of the ftomach. When it
is judged that thefe medicines have done their
office, a vomit compofed of 3ifs of the vinum
ipecacuanhx, with one or two grains of the
emetic tartar, may be given, and the day after
a warm purge to carry off what may have been
fent down into the mteftines by the operation
of the vomit. The ftomach being thus cleanfed,
the waters will come into contact with its coats,
which they will wath, warm, and ftrengthen,
and by degrees will free the villi from the load

which
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which oppreffed them ; and by thus invigora-
ting the nervous fibres, will reftore them to
their proper tone and a&ivity. The opened
glands will begin to fecrete rightly, and to pour
forth their feveral liquors fit to be mixed with
the food for its further folution. Then appe-
tite will return, the food will be received with
pleafure by the ftomach, will be rightly di-
gefted, and retained no longer than is neceffary
for the purpofes of nutrition.

During the courfe of the waters, the follow-
ing medicines will be ufefully interpofed. Elixir
P. P. alkalin. may be given in a fmall glafs of
the water about twelve or one o’clock. It will
help farther to cleanfe the coats from any of the
vifcid humours which may ftill be entangled a-
mongft their villi, and will render the waters
more detergent. After a time fome warm bit-
ter infufion, in which bark is an ingredient,
will ftill further help to reftore the tone of the
relaxed fibres, and the Elixir Vitrioli may be
added, if ncceffary, to increafe its efficacy.

The diet thould be dry, and warm, confift-
ing of roafted meats rather than boiled, and
fpices may be allowed in the fauce. All garden

{tuft,



Fe

[ % ]
ftuff, except the hotter fallads, muft be for-
born, and thefe thould be drefled with muftard,
little vinegar, and lefs oil. Butter fouls the
ftomach, and therefore the temptation of hot
buttered rolls, the ufual breakfaft here, fhould
be refifted. Fifth in general turp into a putri-
laginous liquor, which becomes glue by heat,
and therefore are.too near a-kin to the peccant
humour we have been endeavouring to remove.

Two or three glafles of good ftrong claret, or
of old genuine madeira, will ftrengthen the
fibres, and raife the {pirits, and therefore co-
incide with the intentions of cure. Bath wa-
ter, from the King’s Pump, fetched two hours
before dinner, and mixed with a little of the
foregoing wines, will be the beft common drink.

Rubbing the ftomach with the fleth brufh,
once or twice a day, will greatly ftrengthen its
fibres.

Plaifters of the warm oils and gums, will
fend their moft fpirituous effluvia to the part
affelted ; and by thus comforting the cold flabby
relaxed fibres, they may do great {ervice.

The quantity of the Bath waters to be drank
in this cafe, muft be determined by obferving
how
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how they fit on the patient’s ftomach, begin~
ning with {fmall quantities, and rifing gra;luaﬁy
from half a pint to a quart in twenty-four hours.
The King’s is the proper water in this cafe.

How long the waters are to be continued can
only be detezmined by obfervations made on
the patients during the courfe of their drink-
ing ; but this fhould be a general rule, that as
foon as they become lefs agreeable to the
drinker, they fhould be difcontinued.

Another diforder of the ftomach is, where
the natural juices poured into it by its glands,
for the ufes of digeftion, are depraved, grow-
ing hot, fharp, and acrid, to a degree capable
of turning every thing that comes into the fto-
mach into their own nature, which is fometimes
exalted into an Aqua Fortis. Perfons in this
condition feel a continual gnawing pain at the
pit of the ftomach, and that teazing uneafinefs
upon its upper orifice, called the heartburn,
which generally comes on as {oon as thefe juices,
by fermenting with the new food, {fend up their
vapours, which are fharp enough not ‘only to
give this uneafinefs about the upper orifice of
the flomach, but forcing their way upward, they

g#
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go off in fuch four eructations, as almoft fkin
the gullet as they pafs, and fet the teeth on
edge as they make their way through the
mouth. Thefe juices grown thus acrid not
only give an appetite by their conftantly ftimu-
lating the coats of the ftomach, but the perfon
who is thus difeafed has a continual craving,
which is a good deal owing to the affociation of
his ideas. For having always found that frefh
food does, for fome time, dulcify thefe acrid
juices, and confequently take off the uneafy fen-
fations which arife from their fharp corroding
properties, when he feels himfelf hurt he de-
fires to return immediately and almoft mecha-
nically to the ufe of what gave him relief. But
the comfort of this kind is fhort, and is gene-
rally bought at a dear rate. 'The acrid leaven
which the new food meets with, foon conquers
all its foft, mild, balfamic properties, and obliges
it to turn its arms againft the ftomach, which it
came to refcue. The pulpy mafs {wells, and
diftends the whole region ; flatulencies are pro-
duced, pricking, tearing, gnawing pains, foon
follow, and fuch incredible quantities of tharp
difagreeable eruttations fucceed, as makes the
poor creature unhappy both forhis own fake, and
for thofe alfo who are near enough to him to be

H offended.
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offended. All fermented liquors join with thele
juices, run into their embraces, and become of
their party the moment they enter the ftomach,
and by exalting their tharpnefs, heighten all the
uneafy fenfations which that quality produces.
Indeed, without a proper regimen of diet, this
unhappyifcaté of the ftomach, to which hard-
drinkers, and perfons whofe gout is become ir-
regular, are moft fubject, can never be rectified.
Their meat therefore thould confiit of fuch
things as are of a foft, infipid, mucilaginous na-
ture, fuch as rice, millet puddings, young boiled -
fleth, no pickles or {pices; cocoa, falop, or fa-
goe, may be allowed for breakfafts; either of
them, or gruels for fupper. Soops and broths
turn four immediately on fuch ftomachs. All
fermented vinous liquors muft be abfolutely a-
voided. Toaft and water, with a little rum or
old brandy, will be the beft liquor for common
drink, and lime water will be of great ufe.

As a preparation for drinking our waters with
advantage, perfons thus difeafed fthould endea-
vour to free the ftomach from this leaven, by a
gentle puke. Ipecacuanha, emetic tartar, and
chamomile tea, were the proper inftruments

with
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with which the fluggith, thick, tough, mucoug
phlegm fhould be removed.  In #his cafe all
the himours are thin, fharp, volatile, and the
fibres rather inclining to a ftate of inflamma-
tion. The puke fhould therefore be promoted
by large quantities of foft mucilaginous liquors;
fuch as gruels, barley water, or mallows tea.
Thefe will theath the acrid humours they find
in the ftomach, and bring them off in an inno-
cent ftate; and if any of thefe liquors remain,
they will cool, foften, and theath the fore fibres,
and guard them for a time againft the injuries
of thofe tharp humours. After the vomit, the
patient may begin to drink a pint of the Crofs-
Bath water every morning before breakfaft, half

a pint an hour before dinner, and as much A=
bout fix o’clock in the afternoon.

I here allow a greater draught of the waters;
that they may dilute the acrid humours, wafh
and fcour the glands, and not only pafs quick
out of the ftomach, but likewife promote an e-
vacuation by flool. 'The quantity may ftill be
increafed, if this does not anfwer the defirable
end, and fhould be affifted by laxative medi=
cines, if three pints or two quarts in a day
do not produce one or two motions extraofdi=
pary: In [ome cafes it is prudent to begin to

H 2 dfink
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drink the waters in very fmall glaffes; but we
are very prone to run into extremes, and be-
caufe our forefathers drank feveral quarts, which
was found to be an error on the one fide, to
avoid this error we fall into the contrary mif-
take on the other, and often order them almoft
in {fpoonfuls. But the particular circumftances
of the patient will always guide the prudent and
experienced phyfician in his praétice.

I have already fpoke of the diet proper in
thefe cafes. The medicines which will affift
the waters, are fuch as will theath, abforb, and
correct acrid humours, as, the eleétar. diacafs.
cum manna, teftaceous powders, falts neutra-
lized and mixed with powdered rhubarb. Per-
haps a few grains of mercurius alkalizatus may

be added with good effect.

Bilious vomitings I omit to mention here,
becaufe, though often reckoned a difeafe of the

ftomach, they belong to the diforders of the
duodenum, |

The ftomach is liable to be offended with a
varicty of painful diforders, and great numbers
of people labouring under them, have recourfe

to the ufe of thefe watcrs for rclief.
In
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In thefe cafes the firft enquiry fhould be,
whether the pain proceeds from an inflamma-
tion of the part affected, or not. If inflamma-
tion be the caufe, it will be difcovered by the
fulnefs and hardnefs of the pulie, the high flame
colour of the water, the drynefs and fur of the
tongue. If there is no inflammatory ftate, the
pulfe will below, quick, and foft. The urine
will be crude, pale, wheyifh, or limpid. The
tongue will be foft, moift, and of its natural co-
lour ; or perhaps a little white in the morning.
In the firft ftate the waters are not to be ven-
tured upon till the inflammation is conquered by
bleeding, cooling purges, and diluting liquors,
all repeated as the ftubbornefs of the {fymptoms
fhall require. 'When all the figns of inflamma.
tion difappear, the pain too will be removed ;
but a forenefs and weaknefs of the parts affected
will ftill remain, which may be greatly helped
by the cautious ufe of Bath waters. The Crofs-
Bath water is the fafeft to begin with, if not toe
be perfifted in during the whole courfe, To
thefe waters may be added a little milk, which
often makes even the waters of the hotter baths
bearable by perfons of hot temperaments. Spirit

of nitre may be dropped into the noon glafs,
H 3 and
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and a cooling purge fhould be given once a
- weekafa

“In the other ftate, attended with all the {ymp-
toms contrary to the firft, the waters of the
lhotter fprlngs may be fafely ventuled upoi,
after proper evacuations. How to prepare, and
how to affift the waters, requires a ftrict {cru-
tiny into the caufe, and as diftin& a knowledge
as we can pofiibly obtain, not only in this, but
in all cafes which fall under our confideration.
—Hic Jabor, hoc opus! |

When the ftomach is full of fharp carmdmg
humours, fuch acrid fteams will arife, and affect
the upper orifice, as will not only create heart-
burns, but very acute ‘pains in that moft ner-
vous and fenfible part, which will be commu-
nicated to the diaphragm, and felt in the back,
almoft up to-the fthoulders. Here the evident
caufe points out an eafy method of immediate
- relief, by unloading the ftomach of its offending
humours. * To prevent thefe humours from ga-
thering ‘again is the difficulty, and fo great.a
one it is, that 'we find all medicines often prove
ineffc@ual, even:under the moft fkilful direc-
tion, ‘till by the ufe of Bath waters a night di-
geftion is reftored.

The
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The ftomach is naturally covered with fo thick
a mucus, that very corrofive juices may lie a long
time in it without affe&ting its nerves. Thus
when things four on the ftomach no pain is
felt till 2 fermentation coming on fharp fteams
arife, which vellicate the upper orifice, and
after a difcharge of tharp eructations, throw its
fibres into {fuch convulfive motions, as are ne-
ceflary to free the ftomach {rom its contents,
which have fo great a degree of acridity that
they encoriate the gullet and fauces as they

pafs through them, though the ftomach itfelf
was infenfible of their virulent qualities.

~ This happens to many people who eat well
and feel no uneafinefs during the time of di-
geftion, till at a certain hour they are periodi-
cally waked out of their firft {leep by the whole
contents of the ftomach being become fharper
than vinegar, twitching, fretting, ard burn-
ing the upper orifice of the ftomach; which can
only be relieved by immediate vomiting.

Many I have known, who, from an undue
fermentation, have not been fo much troubled
with the fournefs of the contents of the fto-
mach, as with the furprizing flatulencies which

begin
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begin to diftend the ftomach about the fame
hour every night; the patient wakes hurried,
diftrefled, and affrighted by immediate {uffoca-
tion: After fome ftruggles, the rarefied vapour
finds a paflage, which the convulfive firicture
of the throat at firft denied it; then it ruthes
forth like a tempeft, and with as much noife,
yet not in a continued ftream, but by fucceffive
belchings, in which the alternate motion of the
diaphragm is the chief inftrument.

This mucus may be deftroyed by too frequent
vomitings, natural or artificial ; or by the ufe
of mineral medicines ignorantly prepared, or
improperly adminiftered. It may not be of the
proper confiftence to be this kind defenfative,
from the fault of the glands which fecrete it,
whofe fountains may likewife be dried up, by
the too frequent ufe of fpirituous liquors, or the
infidious preparations of cauftic bitters, which
gain admittance under the friendly name of
ftomachics, though in reality flow but fure
poifons. 243

“When this ‘mucus grows deficient in quan-
tity, or its quality grows thin and fharp, the
tender villi, which it thould defend, foon lan-

guifh and fhrivel up, fo that the nervous coat
of
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of the ftomach becomes bare, and {ubjected to
the irritations and erofions of whatever is let
down into it. ‘This membrane is fo extremely
fenfible, that fcarce any food is fo foft and in-
fipid as not to affect it ; but all things endowed
with a faline acrimony, a fharp acidity, or a
fiery heat, throw it into moft violent agonies,
which are fo intolerable, that the fick perfon
rather chufes almoft to ftarve, than to rifk the
{ufferings he has felt by taking down food. In
this moft miferable ftate many come to thefe
waters for relief, though they are under as great
horrors at the thoughts of drinking them, asif
they had been bit by a mad dog.

‘This membrane, fo affe@ed, muft always be
either aGtually inflamed, or in great danger of Le-
Coming fo, while it continues bare, and in fode-
fencelefs a condition. Bleeding thereiore is ab-
folutely neceflary, and that as largely as the other
circumftances of the patient will permit. The
natural mucus 1s to be imitated as nearly as we
can: Lin&us’s compofed of conferv. cynifbat.
mucilagin fem. cydonior, {perm. ceti, pulv. e
tragacanth compefit. will be ufeful, and fimple
jellies of calve’s feet, and theep’s trotters, with-

out lemon or wine, thould be recommended. To
all
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all thefe a few drops of the tincur. thebaic. of
a little of the Syrup. e Macon may be added
with great beneﬁt as well as unfpeakable €om-
fort to the fick ; who has been quite worn down
by pain, reftlefsnefs, fafting, ‘and that anxiety
which can’t be defcribed. By thefe applications
the nerves will gradually be guarded from un-
eafy irritations, nature will gain fome refpite,
and have time to apply what powers fhe has left
towatds tepairing her own work; and healing
the breach. The pains being now a litele alle-
viated, the fick will begin to take down '{uch
food 4s has the leaft ftimulating® property.
Smooth milk porridge is one of the moft {oft
mucilaginous liquors we know of. Salep has
the fame properties. Simple jelly diflolved in
warm Briftol water, and the whites of eggs beat
up with a fmall quantity of fugar and rofe wa-
ter, are all in this cafe a proper diet. : When
the ftomach can bear this food without any un-
eafinefs, the regimen may by degrees be en-
larged to the whole milk diet, ‘and bath-water
whey may become a part of it. Irom that we
may gradually rife to the ufe of the Crofs-bath
water, putting one {poonful of milk into ‘each
plafs.  Under this regimen, nature will have
the greateft opportunity of reftoring ‘the fto-

tmach
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mach to the beft ftate of health it is capable of
regaining : And fhe will be greatly helped'in
her endeavours by the comfort and firength all
the fibres of the ftomach will feel froim the Bath
-waters, as foon as this tender part of the ner-
vous coat is again in a cool quict ftate, and
guarded by freth mucus from feeling any un-
‘eafy fenfations from the acivity of its mineral
‘particles.

| V't:ry various are the painful affe@ions of the
ftomach, which arife merely from the difeafes
of diftant parts, without any fault of its own.
The head and the ftomach fympathize with
each other by the intercourfe of nerves. The
duodenum often proves a bad neighbour, and
empties its filihy contents into the cavity of
its fuperior. ‘The lower inteftines affet it by
the continuation of the common membranes,
and often drive worms, which are naturally the
invaders of thofe lower regions, to take fhelter
in the ftomach, till finding themfelves uneafy
in that fituation, we have often feen them creep
out at thé mouth. But no part communicates
more diftrefles to the ftomach than the uterus.
Sicknefs, and inclinations to vomit, are often

the firft indications of pregnancy. Suppreflions
of
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of the menftrual flux, or its running off in too
great quantities, will either of them give pains
in the epigaftive region ; and fcarce any wo-
man labours under the fluor albus, to any great

degree, who does not complain of a weight,
and pain at the pitof her ftomach.

The kidnies likewife fcarce feel any difeafe,
without the ftomach’s being affeted by it. But
particularly what are properly called nephritic
complaints, owing to fome extraneous matter
in the pulvis or uretus, never fail to produce
naufeas, and frequently moft enormous vomit.
ings, which laudanum only will appeafe, but
nothing can ftop, till theirritations of the kid-
neys can be taken off, by the difcharge of the
gravel, fand, or whatever lay in the pulvis or
ureters, or by its being again replaced in a qﬁict
fituation, from whence fome accidental motion
had moved it.

In this cafe nothing facilitates the defcent of
any little ftone or gravel through the ureters,
cqual to a femicupium of Bath water. Its re-
laxing properties are truly anodyne, and in
numberleis cafes of acute pains it is not to be
defcribed with how much extafy perfons put
into the tub or bath, feel an immediate tran-

fition
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fition from torture, to the heavenly ftate of eaf:
and tranquility.

What we call a nephritic cholic, from its af-
fecting the fame nerves which the difeafes of
the kidncys generally do, counterfeits them
likewife, in difturbing the ftomach by ficknefs
and vomitings.

From thefe hmts it will appear, of what
great confequence it is, that the original difcafe
thould be rightly diftinguifhed from complaints
which are only fymptomatical, betore a cure is
attempted. Stomach difeales come to us in the
lump, and our waters are kindly fuppofed to
be an effetual remedy in ail of them: But
alas ! too many fuch patients leave vs with-
out benefit, as they proceed without the know-
ledge of their dilorder, and conlequently of the

proper means of removing it. They torture
their ftomachs with vomits, purges, and nau-

feous bitters to no purpofe; while the cauf= lies
lurking in fome diftant corner of the microcoim,
and returns with them again to their own homes
undifcovered.

e IR TR B 28 ] B R A R e

THERE are other diforders of this organ,
where Bath waters are ufeful, which the Dodtor
has left unnoticed. For
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" Fot infranceé, the Gout in the Stomach. “Buf
of this he has fpoken elfewhere.®

* Another diforder this part is liable toisa very
fevere ‘one,’ namely, a Cramp. I have heard
patients fubjed to this feizure ‘exprefs’ their
fenfations” of it by the idea of ‘their ftomach’s
being {queezed by the gripe of a ftrong hand.
The complaint. feems to be a {fpafm of the coats
of the flomach occafioned by the irritation of
fome acrimonious humour lodged among its
mufcular and nervous fibres.

Opiates afford a'temporary relief. A perpe-
tual blifter on thepit of the ftomach frequently
does much ‘good. But thé difeafe 1s more often
removed by drinking thefe waters and bathing.
For by bathing the oftending acrimony is car-
ried off in perfpiration, while the internal ufe
of the waters giVes ﬂrength to the part, and
tenders it lefs liable fo future attacks.

* In lus Effay on the Ufe and Abufé of Warni
Bathing in Gouty Cafes.

Obflervas
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Obfervations on the JAUNDICE,

* HAVING before hinted the good effets of

thefe waters in complaints of the liver,*
I thall take this opportunity to be a little more
particular, and defcribe thofe kinds of jaundice
in which they are moft ferviceable,

This difeafe has its rife from fuch different
caufes, and is attended with fuch different cir-
cumitances, that 1t frequantly demands a dif-
ferent method of cure,

Our waters have acquired too general a re-
putation, almoft to their being called a fpecific
in jaundices of a// Zinds ; by which means many
fatal miftakes have been committed by thofe
who think that all difeafes which have the
{ame name have the fame nature, and that the
fame medicines will cure all diftempers which
have the fame denomination. It will therefore

be

* See ngg '?f the .Eﬂgﬂfi’y‘



L 98 ]

be of ufe if we could rightly diftinguifh the dif-
ferent {pecies of this diftemper in which the
Bath waters do great fervice, from thofe in
which they do great mifchief. This would re-
quire a particular treatife ; but the following
thort obfervations may, in fome meafure, con-
tribute towards the attainment of fo neceflary
a diftinction.

Whenever the gall duts are obftructed by
cholic pains which arife from {pafm, and the
bile is by that means thrown back into the

lood, it immediately tinges the lymph, and
changes the whites of the eyes and all the fur-
face of the fkin into a bright lemon colour.
After proper evacuations, the Bath waters are
almoft a certain remedy ; abating the pains by
their foftening, relaxing, and anodyne quality,
and diluting, correting, and wathing away the
acrid particles from the inteftines, which brought
on the {pafms that ftopped the biliary ducts and
created the difeafe.

When indigeftion brings on a vifcidity of the
humours, and a flabbinefs of the folids, the
glands are loaded, and perform their office very
imperfectly. The fecretion of the bile grows

fluggifh.
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fluggith. The bile itfelf becomes fo vifcid
that it ftops up the canal through which it
fhould pafs into the bowels, and a jaundice gra-
dually appears. -But here the colour of the fkin
is not of fo bright a yellow as in the former
{pecies.

When this is the cafe, vomits and attenuating
medicines are required to prepare for the wa-
ters, and to affift them in their operation.

After proper preparation, no medicine will
prove more effectual than thefe waters in mend=
ing the digeftion, the defet of which was the
original caufe of the difeafe. They will dilute
and infpirit all the juices, wath, fcower, and
cleanfe the glands, efpecially if aided by fapo-
nacious medicines, and confequently reftore the
fecretions of the liver to their true ftate. The
bile will become of its natural cofififtence, will
pafs through its proper channels, the yellow-
nefs of the fkin will vanifth, the urine will
change from the colour of porter to a pale am=
ber, the ftools from a whitifh clay will become
brown, and the jaundice will be cured.

Another fpecies of this diftemper arifes from.
flones, or concretions of bilicus matter, lodged
I 1k
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in the gall bladder, which, though they fome-
times lie there in a quiefcent ftate undifcovered
for many years without producing a jaundice,
yet they often pufh into the cyftic dué&, and by
comprefling the du¢tus communis oblige the
bile to regurgitate, and find a paffage into the
blood inftead of the duodenum. When one or
more fuch ftones begin to move, and to force
their way through the cyftic pipe, they occa-
fion exquifite pain.* This pain begins com-
monly at the pit of the ftomach, and paffes
tranf{verfely through the body towards the back
At firft it is in a mild degree, but it increafes
at length to {uch an excefs as to be intolerable;
when of a fudden it totally vanithes, and the
patient finds himfelf perfectly at eafe. A con-
tinual reaching alfo accompanies this pain.

Thefe {fymptoms are pretty fure diagnoftics
of a gall ftone’s being in the cyftie duct; and
the immediate ceffation of the pain and vomit-
ing are figns either that it has forced its paffage
into the duodenum, or that being too large to
pafs, till the canal becomes more lax and ca-

pable

% This pain has often been miftaken for gout in the

flomach, and of conrfe the patient has been very wmngly
treated.
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pable of fufficient diftention, it has retired back
again into the gall bladder.

The ftones in the gall bladder are fo far re-
moved out of the fphere of the general circu-
lation, that there are little hopes of ever find-
ing any folvent which may arrive at them,
while its powers fubfift. Encouraging them
therefore to pafs into the gut, whenever they at-
tempt to do o, feems to be all that we can do.

Nothing is found to promote the paffage of
thefe ftones into the duodenum more effectually
than bathing in our baths; which rendering the
parts foft and yielding, taking off all {pafmodic
contractions, and at the fame time by the
weight of the water’s prefling on the epigaftic
region, the ftone is puthed forward, while the
refiftance of the canal thruugh'which it is to
pafs is diminifhed.

While the patient is in the bath, the right
{ide of the epigaftrum fhould be gently rubbed
with the hand to facilitate the paffage of the
ftone. I have known its paflage procured by a
gentle emetic, given about an hour after the
patient has rofe from the bath ; but the ufe ‘of
fuch a remedy demands the higheft caution.

k2 Dry
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Dry cupping on the epigaftrum has Jikewife
been found of great fervice.

Where the pains are very acute, bleeding and
opiates will be neceffary.

It has been already obferved, that as foon as
the ftone has pafied into the gut the pain ceafes.
A jaundice, from the ftone’s having remained
fome time in the dué& before itcould get through,
now comes on ; but, if the paffage is left clear,
it vanifhes in a few days.

Gentle cathartics are now proper to carry off
the ftone through the inteftines, as otherwife it
might lodge in their folds, and occafion cholicky
complaints: But by thefe means it will pro-
bably be found in a few days among the fzces.

After the ftone or ftones, (for I have feen
them 1n great numbers) are vﬁided, the Bath
waters drank pretty freely will be of great fer-
vice, in cleanfing the firt paflages, 1'Ef’mriﬁg
appetite, correcting digefijon, depurating the
blood and juices from bilicus taint, and, which
is of the moft confequence, refloring that due
mixture and upiop among the feveral component

parts
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parts of the bile, from want of which the difeafe
itfelf originates. :

The laft fpecies of this diftemper I have to
mention is commonly known by the name of
the black jaundice. It is ufually the confe-
quence of the yellow jaundice long fubfifting.
The bile by degrees unites with the moft com-
paé, earthy, ina&ive parts of the blood, and
gives it a vifcidity, a ropenefs, that renders it
incapable of circulating through the finer veflels.
It therefore ftagnates in thefe fine veflels, and
forms obftruétions, often hard fwellings, in the
liver, fpleen, and mefenteric glands. Thefe ob-
ftructed humours by degrees acquire an acri-
monious leaven, which infects and poifons all
the juices of the body. Hence arife laffitude,
debility, lofs of appetite, want of digeftion,
dejetion of {pirits, melancholy, and all that
train of various mifery which accompany hypo-
chondriacifm; and which finally end in the
death of the miferable being, whom they have
long before tormented,

This faint idea of this diftemper plainly ine
dicates all poffible means by which this delete-
rious matter can be corrected, attenuated, and
cxpelled the conftitution. And how far our

Bath






