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TRANSACTIONS. i

XX An Aeccount of two Inflances
of the true Scurvy, feemingly oc-
cafioned by the want of due Nou-
rifbment 5 being an Extralt of a
Letter addreffed to Dr. Baxer,
by Francis Mirman, M. B.
Fellow of Exeter College, in Ox-
ford, gnd one of Dr. RaDCLIFFE’S
Travelling Pbyficians.  Communi-
cated by Dr. Baker.,

Read at the COLLEGE, DEcEMBER 171, 1771.

¢ ARTHA Snare, of the
3 parith of Brandon in Suf-
¢ folk, an unmarried woman, about
¢ forty years of age, was, in Janu-
“ary 1771, {eized with an extraor-
¢ dinary laflitude, and ma&mty, to-

¢¢ gether with wandenng pains 1n
Hh 4 ¢ her
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s her thoulders, arms, and breaft,
‘ not attended with a f{welling in
“any. of the parts affeéted. Her
‘¢ fefpiration was at -the fame time
‘ dithicult and = opprefled. = Thefe
“ fymptoms increafed upon her every
“ day. In the latter end- of April,
“ being then 1n the neighbourhood,
¢ I was defired to vifit her as an ob-
“je&t of charity, and as a perfon,
¢ the fingularity of whofe cafe might
“ be worthy of my attention. I
¢ found her labouring under a
“ dyfpnoea, and pain in her breaft,
¢« with a weak, and very quick pulfe,
¢ Her tongue was of a brown co-
“lour. Her gums were {pongy,
« bleeding upon the leaft touch, and .
“ 1 fome parts corroded almoft to
¢ the roots of her teeth. Her breath
““ was horridly effenfive. -Her whole
“ body was extremely emaciated, par-
¢ ticularly her arms and legs, the

b ﬂcm of which, from the elbows to
¢ the
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the ends of the fingers, and from

¢ the knees to the ends of the toes,
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was fo ftiff and hard, as, upon
being ftroked by the hand, to give
a crackling found *. In the {mall
of her legs, for the fpace of two
or three inches above each ankle,
the tkin was cracked in {everal
places, where it poured out a thin
ichorous fluid, which, drying, gave
that whole fpace the appearance of
an intire icab, except where 1ts
continuation was interrupted by a
crack, or fore. The fore arms,
for about the {pace of two or three
inches above each wrift, were in
the fame manner covered with
almoft one intire {cab; and there
were a few detached fcabs and
cracks 1n the arms nearer the el-
bows, 8he remained in bed the

% Sauvage, in his nofologia methodica, fpeaking

of fcorbutus inveteratus, mentions this fymptom :
# Cutis in tibus crepat.”

¢ greateﬁ
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“ greateft part of the day, always
¢ finding herfelf more fliff after the
¢ leaft degree of motion, Her men-
¢ ftrual evacuation had ceafed near
“ two years. As to ftools, the was
“ regular, Her urine was of an high
““ colour, tinged with brown.
¢ Her fifter, Elizabeth Snare, aged
“ forty-two years, unmarried, was
“ likewife at the fame time affe&ed.
“ in the {fame manner; the difeafe
“ of this woman differing from that
¢ of the other only in degree. She
¢¢ was much ftronger than her fifter,
‘“ being able to do the common
¢ bufinefs of the houfe; which, as
¢ well as the linen of the bed, was
‘¢ remarkably clean, though the per-
¢ fons of both inhabitants were {o
““ very offenfive. This woman like-
“ wile found herfelf very fiff
“ after any exercife. Her arms were
““ much lefs affe@ted than Martha’s,
# having very few cracks or {cabs on
| | ¢ them ;
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¢ them ; but the fkin of them wasg
¢ hardened, and, as in the other
¢¢ cafe, crackled under the touch.
¢ Her legs too were much like her
“ fifter’s. In fine, all her fymptoms
¢ were fimilar, but lefs {evere.

“ Tue foregoing account of thefe
¢ women feems to exhibit two in-
¢ ftances of a great degree of the
“{curvy, produced in a fingular
¢ manner ; the circumftances, which
“ had attended thefe poor perfons,
¢ having been very different from
¢ what are held to be the ﬂrdmary
¢ caufes of that difeafe. They nei-
¢ ther had lived 1n a cold, moiﬂ: air,
“nor in a low country; nor had
¢ falted meat been their food, On
¢ the contrary, their place of habi-
“ tation was on the high and fandy
¢ heath of Brandon ; and, though a

¢¢ ground-floor, was perfectly dry,
“and well defended from the
¢¢ weather. This being the cafe,

(41 lt
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“ it did not immediately occur to
“ me, from what probable caufes
¢ this cruel malady might reafona-
““ bly ‘be. fuppofed to have arifen.
¢ But, upon an enquiry into their
““ way of life, my difficulties were
“leficned. 1 found, that, for feve-
¢¢ ral months, previous to their illnefs,
they had lived intirely on aninfufion
“ of the common fort of bohea-tea,
“ without milk or fugar; and bread,
‘¢ without any other addition to their
¢ diet whatever. . They pleaded, that
“ the fmall pittance, allowed them
'by ‘the- Pal‘lﬂ‘] would not enable
¢¢ them to procure any better nnun[h—
“ ment, during the winter-feafon,
“ And I was informed in the nelgh—-
‘ bourhood, that, though very idle,
“ they had the reputation of being
¢« fober women; but that the info-
“ lence of their behaviour had pre-
¢¢ cluded them from that charitable
¢ affiftance, which their condition
: “ now
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¢ now required. The particularsy
¢ which I colleéted concerning their
‘“way of living, led me to’confider
¢ them as perfons almoft ftarved ; an
“ infufion of tea perhaps not con-’
¢ taining any nutritious matter, and’
“ bread being in 1tfelf inadequate tor
“ the purpofes of nutrition. But, it
“ may be atked, how fhould a want
¢ of nourifhment occafion the fcur-
“yy? We are informed, that the
“ {curvy is to be confidered merely
“ as @ gradually accumulated putye-
< faction ; but the little nourithment,
¢ taken by thefe women, had ma-
“ nifeftly an oppofite tendency ; tea,
¢ according to Sir John Pringle’s ex-
¢¢ periments, being antifeptic, and
¢ bread acefcent. Whence then could
¢ thofe fymptoms of an inveterate
“ {curvy, the putnd gums, the
« ftinking breath, the difficulty of
¢¢ refpiration, the ulcers of the legs
““ have  arifen, fince the ordinary

¢ caufes
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« caufes of them are not here to bé
«“ difcovered ? A want of food will
“ gradually occafion a puttid taint.
o Anm‘ial»&, ftarved to death, do not
« perifh from a want of blood; ot
«an infoflicient quantity of other
« juices, but from the corrupted ftate
« of them: All our fluids have a
“ natural tendency to putrefaction.
‘“ In order that they may be preferv=
“e¢d from a morbid putrefcence;
« there muft be a continual renewal
«of them by frefh chyle, and an
¢ exy: ulﬁon of thofe particles 1A
L Whlch corruption is beginning. If
¢« there be not fuch a conftant ac-
«« ceflion of freth food, our fluids
“ {oon follow their own nature ; and,
¢ 49 an addition’ to the evil, this
“ want of nourifhment muft deprive
“ the conftitution of that degree of
pfﬁt‘éw‘a‘ which 1s requifite for car-
“ pying on the various {ecretions and
““ excretions. Hence thofe parts of
“ the
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“ the blood, which were degenerat-
“ ing into putrefation; inftead of
““ being expelled by fome of the
¢« emundctories, will be accumulated,
“and, like a leaven, foon {pread
“ their influence threugh the whole
“ putrefcent mafs. But, if a frefli
“ fupply of food can be procured,
“ even of animal nature, experience
““ has fhewn that we can live a great
“ while on it confiftently with health.
‘¢ The conftant addition of new chyle
¢ keeping up the neceflary degree of
““ plethora, the fecretions and excre-
“ tions will be duly performed ; and
“ the corrupt parts: of our humours
“ will be carried off by them.
“ Hence freth broths, though pu-
< trelcent, are great aflitants 1n the
“cure of the feurvy. It is not
¢ then the antifeptic nature of the
« food taken in, which preferves our’
¢ fluids from putrefaétion, but the
¢ conftant change of them, by
¢“ which
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“ which thofe parts, which are cor-
“ rupting, and which, if retained
“ would not fail to produce mor-
¢ bid effeéts, are expelled. The diet
- ¢ of thefe women not yielding a nu-
¢ tritious chyle, feems not to have
anfwered any of the purpofes
¢ above-mentioned ; and though
¢ acefcent and antifeptic, feems not
“ to have had fufhicient power to
countera¢t the natural difpofition
of their juices.
“ THE refemblance of the {ym-
¢ ptoms to thofe, which chara&erize
¢ the fcurvy, led me to a fimilar
¢ method of cure. Inftead, how-
< ever, of the fucci feorbuticiy 1
ordered for them the /ferwm feor-
 buticum, thinking it more adapted
““ to their cafes, as being not only
“ antifeptic, but in {fome degree
nutritious. In the room of their
tea, I advifed them to ufe a milk
diet, and to eat as many china
¢ oranges
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“ oranges as they could procure.
““ My advice, however, was not
“ finc&tly followed. The laft {pring
“ was in general fo backward, and
“ the fituation of Brandon {o parti-
“ cularly bleak and barren, that, in
¢ the beginning of May, the apothe-
¢ cary could not get the {curvy-grafs,
“ or any of the other herbs, which
“ enter the compofition of the fucci
“ feorbutici; and indeed there were
“ very few vegetablesofany kind to be
¢ found at that feafon in the parifth
¢« of Brandon. Inftead therefore of
‘“ the medicated, they drank com-
“ mon whey. But they did not per-
“ {evere in the ufe of a milk-diet,
“ it being impoflible to perfwade
¢ them to abandon the pernicious
“ cuftom of drinking tea. Some
¢ china-oranges were given to them,
“ but they were in fo fmall a num-

“ ber, that it 1s not to be {fuppofed
Vor. II. I1 ¢ that
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“ that they could pmduce any ef-
“ fe& on the difeafe *. It was par-
¢ ticularly recemmended to them to’
¢ bathe their hinibs .in warm water
“ twice a day; and the medicine,
¢ chiefly trufted to, was the peru-
¢ vian bark. Of this, in powder,
“ they took half an ounce from the
 firft to the third of May, inclu-
¢ five. It was then omitted till the
¢ fixth when they again returned to
¢ it, and took it conflantly in the
¢ quantity of three drachms every
¢ day ull the twentieth. Under this
management they had a {peedy
recovery ;. {o that when I faw
them in the beginning of June,
their fores were quite healed; the
{cabs had almoft intirely dmpped
“ off ; and their fkin was become
“ {foft. They could now walk with-
“ out any feﬂfe of fatigue; and,
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* Six oranges wiere the whole number, which
they had.
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¢ in fhort, had every appearance of
“ returning health and vigour. Much
“ perhaps of this f{peedy amend-
“ ment was owing to a mor¢ nu-
¢ tritious diet, than that to which
“ they had been accuftomed. But
‘it {eems evident, that the peruvian
¢ bark likewife was of ﬁngular bene-
¢ fit to them. I know, that fome
¢ writers, of good chara&er, have
‘ maintained a different opinion with
% régard to the effe@ of that medi-
¢ cine in fcorbutic cafes. Dr. *Lind
¢ has faid, that ‘ neither a diet of
Sestrelh broths, nor peruvian bark,
“ nor fteel will remove 4 wrufent
“ degree of the {curvy, without the
“ affiftance of gréen vegetables.”

<« And Dr. Monchy +, that “ though

# Lind on the fcurvy, p. 243.

.+ Anfwer to the queftions pmp{:fed by a {o-
n; ety in Holland, viz. What are the caufes of the
difeafes incident to Furopeans in Weft-India
voyages; and what are the means of preventing
and curing them ? p. 94.

1 4 §¢ manjr
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‘ many experiments manifeft the fa-
“ lutary operation of the bark to-
“ wards the cure of the {curvy, yet
¢ this chiefly 1s, and ofteneft hap-
¢ pens after the ufe of frefh efculent
¢ vegetables, and the juices of the
¢ acid fruits for fome continuance.’
¢“ The difeafe of thefe women was
¢ truly {corbutic; but they were
¢ cured without the ufe of vege-
¢ tables, or fruits, except only the
“ very few oranges, which were
¢ above-mentioned. And indeed (if
“ I may be allowed to reafon on a
¢ matter of praclice) the proximate
¢ caufe of the {curvy being a gradu-
“ ally accumulated putrefaction, de-
‘¢ pending onarelaxationof the fibres,
¢ and a difunion and degeneracy of
¢ the juices; whence can we more
¢ rationally expe& relief in this
¢ difeafe, than from the tonic and
¢ antifeptic powers of this medi-
¢ cine, i which perhaps it is not

“ equalled,
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XXII A Cafe of nyrfmzdf, d_/
charged by coughing, related in a
Zerrar f?‘ﬁ?’ﬂ Joun CorreET, M. D.

Phyfician at Newbury, Berkfhire,
t0 ‘Dr. Baxer. Communicated,
together with fome rfffmrh 012 ﬂ‘,

f{y Dr. Baxer,

A general ftate of this cafe was read at the
A College, December 14, 1771

T RS. Davies, wife of the

% 1 reverend Mr. Davies (reor
hiof thls parith, and of Highclere,
¢ in this neighbourhood) now about
thnty -feven years of age, although
of a conftitution naturally tender
and delicate, had paffed the earlier
¢ part of her life generally free from
“ difeafes. About four years ago
¢ fhe fuft began to decline in her
¢ health.
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¢ health. She then complained of
“ low {pirits, and an opprefiion on
“ her breath. Thefe fymptoms were
“ followed by oedematous {wellings
“ around her ankles; which {wel-
“ lings, however, were inconfider-
““ able, and {foon difappeared. Within
“ the laft year, the has been much
“ harrafled by a violent cough, and
“a great difliculty of refpiration ;
“ and has, at times, expeStorated
¢ Jarge quantities_of a very tough
“and vifcid phlegm. In this way
¢ fhe continued, until September 6,
1771, on which day the difcharg-
“ed by coughing twelve hydatids;
¢ and fince that time fhe has ex-
¢ pe&torated an amazing number of
“ them; whereof, for her own fa-
« tisfattion, fhe has kept an ex-
¢ a& account, which 1s as follows.
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i Hydﬂ.tidia'
! Sept. 6, 1771, the coughed up 12
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Hydatids.
“Nov.29 — —_ 3
SIee. 22 — — 8
= 26 — - 2
*Jad. 1, X772, X
In all 135

« Tuese are of different fizes, from
“ that of a pea, to that of a pullet’s
“ egg. Generally, they are bmught
‘“ up with eafe; but this never hap-
¢ pens, unlefs a violent fit of cough-
“ ing, fometimes amounting almoft
“to fuffocation, has preceded. It
‘“1is obfervable, that they always
“ come up ruptured; and that no
¢ water either accompanies, or fol-
“ lows them; but only a great deal
“of tough phlegm. Some few of
“ them have been tinged with
¢ blood.
“ Turs patient has a {welling
¢¢ above her navel, which the firit
¢ perceived,
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perceived, not quite fix months
ago. This for fome time increafed
graum]j y; but has been attended
with no pain. It has been care-
fully examined by Mr. Withers,
a furgeon of great experiencé in
this town; who defcribes it to
be an irregu]ar tumour, not very
large, feated in the lower part of
the epigaflrium, about four or five
ﬁngers breadth below the xiphoeid
cartilage, extendmg itfelf a lictde
towards the rlght bypachondrinra.
In the moft prominent part of it
a fluid is diftin&ly perceived, which
feems to be immediately under the
common integuments.

¢¢ BesipEs this {welling, Mr. WI-
thers informs me, that the whole
abdomen 15 diftended ; that a
fluGuation may be felt in the
lower part of it; and that in fe-
veral places, upon preflure, fome
lumps are percetvable, which feem

14 tg
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$ to favour the idea of cyfts at-
< tached to the peritoneum. Dur-
¢ ing her illnefs 1t has been obferved,
¢ that {fuch lumps have feveral times
¢ been felt in the abdomen, which
« afterwards have difappeared. The
¢ diftention of the belly began about
¢ a year and half ago.

““ The chief medicines, admi-
¢ piftered in this cafe, have been
¢ pills compounded of gum ammo-
¢ niac, myrrh, flowers of gum ben-
¢jamin, and dried {quills. About
¢ fix weeks ago fhe likewife took an
“ emetic ; but, during the operation
¢ of it, difcharged only much phlegm,
¢¢ without any hydatids. By the
“ advice of Dr. Lewis, of Oxford,
“ {he has lately taken feveral {mall
¢ dofes of calomel ; and feems in-
¢¢ deed to have received confiderable
¢ benefit from that medicine. The
« {welling, above the navel, is
“ now become fofter.  Although

[q ﬂlﬁ
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“fhe has fhll fits of coughing,

“they are not {o violent; and
¢ fhe has difcharged no hydatids
“ fince the firft day of January., Her
“ ftrength is greatly recovered ; and
¢« whereas fhe lately was almoft
¢ confined to her bed, the now rifes
“ early with chearfulnefs ; and, upon
¢ the whole, fhe gives us reafon
“ to entertain better hopes of a fa-
‘¢ yvourable event.

« NEWBURY, JAN. 13, < '
g J CoLiETs

Tur difeafe, here defcribed by
Dr. Collet, 1s very fingular; and
therefore {eems to be well worthy of
a place in the medical tranfactions.
Nothing of this kind has ever occur-
red to me: either in pradtice or 1n
books ; nor indeed, having made an
inquiry among phyficians of great ex-
perience, have I met with any one,
who recolle&s to have feen a fimilar
cafe. Thofe anatomifts likewife, who

2 have
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have been the moft converfant in ex-
amining morbid bodies, agree, that
they have not obferved fuch appear-
ances in the lungs. In the fepulchre-
tum anatomicum of Bonetus, I find
two inftances of pulmonary hydatids
recorded ; both of which (a frequent
fault in Bonetus) are defcribed with
too little precifion. In the firft cafe¥,
it is faid, ¢ that, befides an inflam-
‘“ matory {welling of the liver, there
appeared to be an bydrops pettoris,
on one fide, and that one lobe of
the lungs was filled with veficles,
which contained a vifcid, clear
“ fluid, refembling the white of
“ an egg.” In the fecond cale+t,
‘“ the lungs are faid to have been
¢ filled with many {mall hydarids,
“ which, being gently prefrf:d puur—

ed out a great quantity of fanmies.”

11
(1
(14

114

L1

# Boneti fepulch. anat, lib. i, obf, 36.
$ Ibid. feét. 2. obf. 38.
Mor-
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Morcacnt * likewife gives an ac-{
count of the diffe®ion of an old
man,  in the anterior furface of the
¢ right lobe of whofe lungs there
¢ appeared two hydatids, the one

¢ greater, the other lefs.”
 + Tuere are found in the human
body two fpecies of hydatids, dif-
fering in a remarkable manner from
one another. The firft fpecxeft 1s re-
gularly organized, and is conne&ed
-with veffels by peduncles. It confifts
of a bag or bags, of different fizes,
filled W’lth water, which water {feems to
be no other than the common /ferum.
In proportion as the bag is diftended,
it thickens ; and the contained fluid
gradually increafes in confiftence, be-
coming more and more ropy. It is
fometimes bloody ; and flakes of the

* Morgagni de fedibus & caulfis morborum
&c. epift. 63. art. 8.

1 Sevetal of thefe anatomical rcma.rkﬂﬂ‘we to
the favour of Mr. John Hunter.

X con-
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coagulable lymph are often found
floating 1n it. Thefe hydatids give
very little difturbance to the con-
ftitution, except by their fize and
weight. Of this {pecies are the hy-
datids of the ovaria, being organized
membranes, firmly attached to the
neighbouring parts, and containing
fometimes water, and fometimes gel-
ly. The fame f{ubftances are fre-
quently found in the kidneys, and
in various other parts of the body *.
But whenever fuch fubftances are
formed upon the furface, or in the
fubftance of the lungs, whatever

* Of this clafs are the hydatids formed in the
womb. It is not certam, that thefe have ever ex-
ifted, except only in confequence of pregnancy,
and where the feetus has died early. In fome fub-
jeéts, the placenta has been found intirely dege-
nerared into hydatids, bearing the exadt refem-
blance of a bunch of grapes. It has likewife
fometimes been ﬂbferved,. that the placenta has
been expelled from the womb, partly degenera-
ted into hydatids in this racemated form, and
_partly in its natural ftate.

effe@s
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effe&s they may produce, we are not
to expedt, that they will be {pit up,
as thefe have been in the cafe before
us, any more than a part of the lungs
themielves.

Tue other fpecies of hydatids is
fuppofed to be confined to the liver,
and confifts of a ftrong bag, formed
in the fubftance of that vifews. This
bag is valcular ; and, on the infide
of it, is lined with a foft, pulpy,
opaque - coat, much refembhng the
reting of the eye. 'This contains a
liquor, of the colour of whey,
fometimes tinged with yellow ; in
which either a number of detached
veficles, of various fizes, are found
fwimming ; or, what often happens,
there 1s a:/feries of them, one within
aaother. When found loofe, they
have been taken for worms; but
examined, without magmfylng glaffes,
th{:y appear to be inorganic concre-
tions; and probably they are the

cXu-
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exudation of the coagulable lymph
from the internal furface of the great
containing bag, infpiffated.

THais fpecies of hydatids is very apt
to produce mifchievous effe&s. For
example, the external cyft fometimes
burfts; and its contents are dif-
charged into the cavity of the abds-
men, thus caufing a kind of g/ites.
This external cyft 15 likewife fubje&
to inflammation, and adhefion to the
circumjacent parts ; from whence,
efpecially if {uppuration takes place,
various ill confequences follow, ac-
cording as different parts may hap-
pen to be affected by means of their
contiguity.

WitH regard to the difeafe of Dr.
Collet’s patient, it is obfervable, that
the hydatids, which fhe has dif-
charged, are evidently to be referred
to the fecond {pecies, or that which
is held to be peculiar to the liver. It
is likewife to be remarked, that the

Yor. 1. Kk tumour,
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tumory fituated above the navel, from
the defeription of it above given by
Mr. Withers, fhould feem to belong
to the liver. If then a conjedure,
on a fubjec, which 1s at prefent ob-
{cure, and which admits of no de-
monftration, may be hazarded ; isit
not poflible, that, by the gradual ope-
ration of morbid effects, a communica-
tion may have been opened between
that zwmour, and a branch of the
trachea ? In the opinion of fome of
our moft expert and moft judicious
anatomifts, fuch a fuppofition 1s not
without probabulity.

XXIII.



