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G AL, VY. I0.

AS WE HAVE THER.EFORE OPPOR T U~
N LYy bhERulU 5§, D0 (G GOD UN DD ALL
MEN ; ESPECILHALLY U NTOVUTHEM
WHO ARE OF THE HOUSEHOLD OF
FAITH.

HE fuperior excellence of the Gofpel above

all other fyftems of Religion and Philofo-

phy, that have ever prevailed in the world,

appears from This, as well as from many

other confiderations of the higheft importance: namely,
That there is no Moral Duty, however clear and
determinate by the law of nature, but what is there
placed in a fairer and ftronger light, eftablifhed on a
furer and better foundation, and enforced by peculiar
and additional motives of the greateft weight and
efficacy. What influence and authority can the
Beauty, the Dignity, the Reafonablenefs of Virtue,
or the apprehenfion of the Will of Gop, and of
A Moral
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Moral Obligation, deduced from thence, be fuppofed
to carry with it; in comparifon of the more perfect
knowledge of the Divine Attributes, the knowledge
of Gop the author of our Salvation, our Creator by
a new and more beneficial title, and our Father by
adoption through Chrift: the fenfe of our high re-
lation and obligation to Chrift our Redeemer, who
condefcended to become man and to die for us; to
the Holy Ghoft our fanctifier and comforter, who
vouchfafes to guide us, and even to dwell in us: and
laftly, the confideration of the awful fanction of Gobp’s
laws plainly declared, eternal rewards and punifh-
ments ? What are the words of man’s wifdom to the
word of Gop? What the fine {peculations and cu-
rious difquifitions of Philofophy, to the fimple, the
folid, the fublime doétrines of the Gofpel? ¢ What is
the chaff to the wheat ?”

THERE is hardly any duty of Natural Religion,
which might not ferve for an example to illuftrate
this obfervation ; which would not appear, when
confidered and enforced upon Chriftian principles, as a
New Commandment. But our Saviour hath more
particularly pointed out to us under that character the
duty of Benevolence and Charity : which he hath fo
far enlarged in extent, fo powerfully enforced both by

com-
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command and example, and bound upon us by obliga-
tions fo endearing, by fanctions fo awakening, that it
may be confidered comparatively as a Law, not only
newly promulged, but firft enated by Him.

THE notions of the Jews with regard to this matter
were exceedingly fhort and defe@ive. They had heard,
that it had been faid, ¢ Thou fhalt love thy neighbour:”
but this relation they reftrained to their own nation
and fe&t. From the law, thus limited by their own
glofs, they deduced, by implication and the rule of
contraries, this other precept; ¢ Thou fhalt hate thine
*“ enemy :” and this relation they enlarged, as much
as they had contracted the former, and made it
comprehend all the reft of mankind. How well
they fulfilled the former of thefe two precepts,
doth not fo clearly appear; but they were juftly
celebrated for their zealous obfervance of the latter.

Tue Heathen Writers fpeak in high terms in-
deed of the duties of private Friendfhip, and of the
Love which every one owes to his Country: but if
we examine thefe principles by their effeéts, and
judge of the tree by its fruits, we fhall find, that
their private friendthip was hardly confiftent with
public good and the fafety of fociety ; and that
their love for their country fet afide the obligation

A 2 of
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of common juftice to all the world befides. How
many inftances are there to be found among them
of the facred rights of friendfhip being pleaded in
juftification of the moft atrocious crimes ? And what
was the fo much boafted love of their country
among the Romans, but a principle of ufurpation
and oppreflion, an union and combination of a fet
of robbers and plunderers, againft the civil rights,
the pofleflions, and the lives, of the reft of man-
kind ?

Tuey therefore, who have made it an objettion
to the Gofpel, that it has not inculcated principles
of fo equivocal a nature, and fo liable to abufe,
feem to have been very unwilling to let flip any
opportunity of fhewing their difaffection to the Chrif-
tian Religion. Do they in earneft want to find thefe
duties, as far as they are acknowledged fuch, in-
culcated in the Gofpel? do they fearch there for
the genuine virtues of friendfhip and patriotiim, di-
reCted by juft means to their proper ends ? what
is this, but to look for the ftars of the firmament,
when the fun is rifen ; and to complain, that they
have not the light of the moon at noonday ! The
great Chriftian virtue of Charity, or univerfal Be-
nevolence, comprehends in it all the lower and fub-

ordinate duties of the fame clafs, Here they are
{wal-
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fwallowed up, but are not loft. Into this they all
flow, as the rivers into the ocean ; which refrefh the
feveral countries to which they belong, and through
which they pafs, yet do not ftop there; but purfue
their main dire&ion to that gencral gathering together
of waters, in order to fupply vapour and rain to the
whole earth.

OuRr Saviour hath in reality completed and perfected
the virtue, by laying open the inclofure, in which it
was too ftraitly confined ; by loofing the bonds, in
which it was held captive, and rendered incapable of
exerting its proper ativity. And on what fublime
confiderations doth he recommend it to our praétice ?
even from the perfection of the Divine Goodnefs; our
relation to Gop himfelf, as his children; and our ob-
ligation, as fuch, to imitate Him. ¢ Ye have heard,
¢ (faith He) that it hath been faid, Thou fhalt love
¢¢ thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy: But I fay
‘¢ unto you, Love your enemies ; blefs them that curfe
¢ you ; do good to them that hate you ; and pray for
¢ them which defpitefully ufe you and perfecute you :
¢¢ That ye may be the children of your Father which
¢ is in heaven ; for He maketh his {un to rife on the
¢t evil and on the good, and fendeth rain on the juift
“and on the unjuft. For if ye love them which love

““ you,



( &0

«¢ you, what reward fhall ye have? do not even the
¢ publicans the fame? --- Be ye therefore perfect,
¢ even as your Father which is in heaven is perfe@.”
That is, Content not yourfelves with the ordinary
pracice of the duties of humanity ; the common
barter and traflic of mutual good offices, to which
the worft and vileft of mankind think themfelves
obliged : raife your charity above this low pitch ;
extend it beyond thefe narrow bounds: as ye are
the children of Gop, make your heavenly Father
your pattern; and in the exercife of generous, dif-
interefted, unwearied, univer{al Benevolence, endea-
vour to attain to fome faint refemblance at leaft of
the Divine Goodnefs itfelf ; which is freely im-
parted to all that ftand in need of it; to thofe that
are unable, and even unwilling, to make any return;
to thofe that cannot plead any defert; even to the
unthankful, and to the evil.

Our Saviour moreover enforces the duty by the
moft efficacious motives, and the moft powerful fanc-
tions: he reprefents it as the mark and charateriftic
of his true difciples; as the teft of our obedience, and
the rule by which he will judge us at the great day :
and he places to his own account the performance
or neglett of it, towards the meaneft and loweft

of
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of Our Brethren, whom he condefcends to call his
Own.

St.PavL treads in the footfteps of his Mafter; and
delivers unto us no other do&rine, than that which he
received of the Lord : ¢ Let us do good unto all men :”
let our benevolence be extended to all mankind ;
ftrangers, as well as fellow-citizens ; enemies, as well
as friends: and not our benevolence only, our bare
good will ; but our good deeds, our labour of love,
our moft earneft endeavours to be of real fervice and
actual affiftance to them. ¢ Let us do them good, as
¢ we have opportunity :” when a fair occafion offers,
and our ability feconds it ; whenever a real object of
diftrefs prefents itfelf, and it lies in our power to
adminifter relief ; whenever there is but an unfufpected
appearance of diftrefs; a probability, that our benefi-
cence will not be mifapplied.

BuT though our Charity is to be univerfal, ready
on all occafions, and open to all objets; admitting
of no exception whatever againft the country, the
religion, the party, or the perfon of any man; yet
in the particular exercife of it, in determining its
due meafure and proportion, a difference between
man and man may and ought to be made: for

when
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when to the common relation of humanity other
relations, and thofe fome of them of the moft fa-
cred nature, are fuperadded ; it is plain, that proper
regard ought to be had to thefe additional obliga-
tions, and to the higher degree of duty neceffarily
arifing from them. And this our Saviour hath very
plainly declared to us; diftinguithing between dif-
ferent obligations of duty in this kind, and allotting
different rewards to the performance. ¢ He that
¢t receiveth a prophet, in the name of a prophet,
¢ fhall receive a prophet’s reward ; and he that re-
¢« ceiveth a righteous man, in the name of a right-
““ecous man, thall receive a righteous man’s re-
““ward : And whofoever fhall give to drink unto one
¢« of thefe little ones a cup of cold water only, in the
“ name of a difciple, (or, in my name, becaufe he
““ belongeth to Chrift, as another Evangelift exprefies
“it,) verily I fay unto you, he fhall in no wife lofe
¢¢ his reward.”

AGrREeAaBLY to this likewife St. Paul, when he
teaches us to do good unto all men, yet gives the pre-
ference to thofe, who are connected with us by being
our fellow-fervants and brethren in the fame facred
family : we are “to do good unto all men; but
¢« efpecially unto them, who are of the houfehold
« of faith.,” The univerfal Church is called in holy

Scrip=
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Scripture the Family and Houfehold of Gop, into
which all true believers are admitted through faith
in Chrift, as the fons of Gop by adoption : Chrift,
as ¢¢ the firft-born among many brethren,” is the
Mafter of the houfe, the Lord and Head of the
family ; for ¢ in him it pleafed the Father to gather
¢¢ all things together under one head, and of him
¢¢ therefore the whole family in heaven and earth is
‘¢ named.” By thofe therefore, ¢ who are of the
¢ houfehold of faith,” are meant Chriftians in ge-
neral ; our brethren and fellow-{ervants, as equally
with us the fervants of Chrift, and the fons of Gonp.
To fuch, as are connected with us by this facred re-
lation, we owe, in refpet to our common Mafter
and Father, the firft regards of good will and affec=
tion, And in difcharging the duties arifing from this
general relation, we ought to confider the different
circumftances, and neceffities of thefe our brethren
and fellow -{ervants. Our blefled Saviour, who went
about doing good, made it his principal concern to
relieve the {piritual wants of men: this was the work,
for which he was fent; the great work of the re-
demption - of mankind from the bondage of fin; yet
did he not difregard their bodily infirmities. ¢ He
¢ taught in their Synagogues, and preached the glad

¢ tidings of the kingdom of Gop : and he alfo healed
B ¢ all
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¢ all manner of Sicknefs ; they brought to him all
¢ that were affli¢ted with divers difeafes and tor=-
¢ ments ; demoniacs, lunatics, paralytics ; the blind,
¢ the lame, the maimed; and he healed them.” In
like manner, we ought in the firft place to confider
our brethren in Chrift with a particular regard to that
facred relation, which as fuch they bear to us; to
confult their fpiritual welfare, to promote their eter=
nal falvation; to have compaffion on the weak, to
inftruc the ignorant ; ¢ to convert the finner from
“ the error of his way, and to fave his foul from
¢ death.” And the innumerable bodily calamities and
diftrefles incident to human nature will afford to per-
fons of ability abundant occafion of doing good to
the poor and needy under various affliGtions and dif-
cafes ; and give them the happy opportunity of imi-
tating their blefled Lord in the other part of his
beneficent character. For to apply the means, which
Gop hath put into our hands, to the relief of the
miferable, is to follow, as far as human weaknefs can
attain, the divine example of the blefled Jefus, whofe
power was unbounded and equal to his benevolence.
Thefe views, though feemingly different, may eafily
be made to coincide : bodily relief and fpiritual com-
fort will mutually affift each other. As our Saviour’s

bene=
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beneficent as well as miraculous acts not only proved,
but recommended, his do&rine; fo, in all cafes, ex-
hortation, perfuafion, inftruction in righteoufnefs,
will naturally gain the readieft admittance, and make
the deepeft imprefiion, when the mind is opened and
foftened by the warm influence of Charity.

You fee then, how f{trongly our blefled Saviour
hath recommended this duty of benevolence by pre-
cept and by example. You fee, of what great mo-
ment it is in his fight, from the infinite weight of
thofe fanctions, by which he hath enforced it. You
fee the meafures of it plainly ftated, and the great
lines of it particularly pointed out, and propofed by
him, to our ferious regard and conftant pratice. It
behoves us to give an attention to this duty equal to
its importance : not only to be ready and willing to
adminifter relief, ‘when neceflity happens to urge us,
or opportunity to invite us; but to feek occafion, to
felect proper objeéts, to plan and methodife our cha-
rity ; to take care, that it be directed to the beit
ends, by the fitteft and fureft means; that the good,
which we are ready and willing to do, may be done
effectually and to the greateft advantage.

B 2 In



I~ this view let us firlt confider in general that
mode of Charity, which we are now afiembled to
promote.

AmoNG the many humane and pious Inftitutions
of public Charity, various in their defigns, all bene-
ficial in their effe@s, which of late years have greatly
increafed in this Nation, covering, we hope, in fome
degree the multitude of fins of a vicious age ; none
hath more generally prevailed, none hath been found
more univerfally ufeful, none lefs liable to objeétion,
than the eftablithment of Public Infirmaries for the
relief of the fick Poor. This fpecies of Charity ad=
drefles itfelf at once to reafon, to religion, to huma-
nity, to policy. The objet of it is to relieve the
diftrefles of the poor; of the lower clafs of mankind
in that neceflary fubordination, which Gop in his
infinite wifdom hath been pleafed to eftablith for the
good of all; of our fellow-{ervants in the houfehold
of Gob, in which we are appointed to do his work,
each of us in his proper ftation, and are commanded
to “ bear one another’s burdens ;” of our brethren
labouring under thofe calamities, to which we are all
by our common nature equally fubject; of the moft

ufeful and important part of the community, as they
are
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are the principal inftruments of trade and agricul-
ture, of wealth and ftrength, and fubfiftence to the
State. It is to relieve them in their greateft neceflity
and feverelt diftrefs; in pain and ficknefs, in difeafes
and bodily injuries ; in cafualties threatening life,
or lofs of limbs, to them perhaps as precious as life
itfelf. Their fituation and employments {ubject them
to peculiar difeafes, to more frequent cafualties ; and
difeafes and cafualties are to them peculiarly diftrefs-
ful ; deftitute as they are of proper accommodations,
of proper food, of proper medicines and advice, and
of the means of procuring them ; expofed to the
hazardous trial of every abfurd fancy, that well-
meaning ignorance may fuggeft, or the ftill more
dangerous directions of unqualified practitioners, whofe
rathnefs and prefumption is generally equal to their
unfkilfulnefs, and whofe rapacioufnefs often completes
the mifery of thofe, who are fo unhappy as to fall
into their hands. Healthful poverty is capable of
all real happinefs; and opulent ficknefs can procure
every kind of affiftance and confolation : but poverty
and ficknefs united mutually aggravate each other’s
diftrefs ; poverty deprives ficknefs of every relief, and
ficknefs deprives poverty even of fubfiftence. Nor
perhaps is it a fingle perfon only that fuffers; the
maintenance of numbers often depends on the labour

of
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of one; the ficknels of the hufband and father cuts
off all refource from the wretched wife and children,
and at the fame time brings on them an additional
burden ; his difability grievoufly diftrefles them; his
death finks them in ruin and defolation.

Tue conftant relief provided for the fick poor in
Public Infirmaries is the moft proper and effetual,
that can be devifed, for the attainment of the end
propofed, according to the different conditions and
circumftances of the cafe. In difeafes lefs afHlictive
and of lefs immediate danger, in which {tri&t con-
finement, and more than ordinary affiftance of others,
is not neceflary, they are there freely fupplied with
every requifite help ; with fkilful advice, with pro-
per medicines, recent, unadulterated, and the beft in
their feveral kinds: and at the fame time, as far as
they are able without impediment to their recovery,
they may attend their common occupations, and their
domeftic concerns. In cafes of prefent danger, in
grievous difeafes or bodily accidents, when to fupply
them fingly, at their own homes, with advice, with
medicines, with proper diet and due attendance, if
it could be done at all with any regularity and con-
ftancy, and with any effect, would require an enor-

mous expence ; in thofe places of public reception
for
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for the fick all thefe things are provided for numbers
together, in the completeft manner, at the eafieft ex-
pence, and applied to the beft advantage; and cha-
rity {upplies all the real wants of the pooreft and
meaneft, even more regularly and effectually, than
opulence ufually fupplies them to thofe of the higheft
rank.

T u e greateft obftruction to the exercife of the
duty of almfgiving is the danger of abufe, and the
fear of mifapplication ; a fear but too well grounded,
when we daily fee fraud putting on every difguife,
and continually lying in wait, to impofe on the piety
of the good, and the humanity of the benevolent.
But in thefe charitable Inftitutions there can be no
room for fuch apprehenfions : the nature of them
excludes all ground of fufpicion; the form of them
all probability of abufe. On the part of the objeéts
of them, there can be no impofition : what is there
in them to allure vice, and to invite impofture ? or
if they fhould offer themfelves, how can they efcape
deteCtion 7 On the part of the promoters and difpen-
fers of fuch charities, what poffible apprehenfion of
interefted views and finifter defigns? when the ma-
nagement of them is committed to many and different

hands, openly adminiftered, regularly accounted, and
laid
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laid before the public ; when thofe are the managers,
who are moft concerned to have them well-conduéted ;
when a number of the contributors always attend upon
the management of them, and by their attendance
itfelf contribute more than the moft liberal by their

contributions.

SvcH are the confiderations, which recommend this
mode of charity in general :  let us proceed to others,
which arife from the peculiar fituation and circums,
ftances of the Inftitution, which is the particular oc+
cafion of our prefent meeting.

TuEe Noble and Refpectable Truftees of a mofk
{uccefsful Profeflor of the Medical Art, in the be-
ginning of this Century ; a fingular genius, eminently
endowed with that fagacity and penetration, which,
in a profeffion {fo deeply engaged in the recefles of na-
ture, is the principal qualification that leads to excel-
lence ; the worthy Reprefentatives of this celebrated
Perfon have very judicioufly appropriated a part of
that great wealth, which arofe from the fkill of the
able Phyfician, and the gratitude of the rich Patient,
to the relief of the fick poor, and to the improvement
of the Art itfelf, by the Donation of a commodious

and complete Building, amply furnifhed with all ne-
ceffaries
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ceflaries and conveniences for a GENERAL INFIR-
.MARY. A General Infirmary is the juft and legitimate
fruit of Medical Charity. It is placed here, with the
utmoft propriety : with refpect to the principal Bene-
factor ; in this Seat of Learning, the place of his edu-
cation, the firlt fcene of his uncommonly fuccefsful
exercife of his profeflion, and the favourite obje& of
his munificence : with refpec to the ufe and intent
of it; near the confines of feveral Counties, that it
might not feem limited in its defign, and, as in moft
inftances of the like kind, appropriated to one only ;
in a part of the Kingdom confiderably populous, and
in a manner central to the whole ; where its ulefulnefs
may be moft extenfive : laftly, in this Nurfery of
Science and Religion, where the poor objeéts of this
charity may be beft fupplied with the conftant at-
tendance of fkilful Phyficians both of body and foul,
always ready to adminifter to them whether medical
or fpiritual afliftance ; and where the benefits thus
imparted may flow back with returns of advantage on
the fountain, which fupplied them, and from thence
be circulated through the Nation.

WHATEVER ad{rantages the ftudy of Medicine
may at any time have enjoyed in this place, fo richly

endowed with all the various ftores of Learning, and
C fo
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{o well farnithed with able Profefiors in every part ;
there was {till a deficiency, which rendered all the reft
imperfe&, and to which the Student was neceflarily
obliged to feek elfewhere for a proper fupplement :
namely, the opportunity of being led from fpeculation
to practice; of corretting, verifying, and perfelting
theory by fact and experience. The knowledge of
Medicine, which hath of late received great improve~
meénts, and been rendered much more extenfive and
general than in former times, hath been more in=
debted to the public Infirmaries, newly eftablifhed in
moft of the populous towns throughout the kingdom,
and much increafed in number in the Metropoliss
than to the juftly boafted advancement of fcience and
philofophy.« Thefe are the beft, and the moft inftruc-
tive, Schools of Phyfic ; where the Student, already
well -grounded in the principles of his Art, proceeds
from literary and hiftorical to experimental and prac-
tical knowledge ; where the book of nature is laid
open before him, illuftrated, as with a living com-
ment, by the obfervations, the elucidations, the ex-
ample and method. of practice, of the fkilful Pro-
feflor. And henceforth we may expect, that as the
reft of the feiences are for the moft part {fupplied in
this Seat of learning with the full means of their own
perfection ; fo that very important branch of know-

' ledge,
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ledge, on which the health, and ftrength, and po-
puloufnefs of mankind, that is the happine(s of indi-
viduals, and the profperity of ftates, {o much depend ;
that the knowledge of Medicine, being here rendered
complete within itfelf, and thoroughly furnithed with
every fubfidiary advantage, will from this place, as
from a rich and abundant fource, fend forth on all
fides its falutary ftreams, for the benefit of our coun-
try, and for the good of mankind.

- BuT let us confider this Inftitution in another
view, and the objects of this charity in another capa-
city, as Members of the Houfehold of Faith; under
which facred relation they claim our particular regard,
and will ftand in need of our pious affiftance. For of
thofe, who fhall be received within your hofpitable
walls, how many will come as much in want of reli-
gious as of medical advice, as proper objects of fpiri-
tual as of bodily relief ? In this fituation of quict and
retirement, of {tri& order and regular behaviour, in
which they will be removed from their former con=
nexions and habits, and in fome meafure from their
vices ; when the heart will be moft open to admo-
nition, moft fufceptible of good impreffions, moft
awakened to refle@ion and a fenfe of duty, by the
chaftening hand of Gop, by the fears of approaching

C 2 Death,
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Death, and the terrors of future Judgment; what
happy opportunities will be oftfered of inftruting the
ignorant, of exciting the carelefs, of reproving the
vicious, of fupporting the weak, of reclaiming the
bad, of confirming the good? And how expedient,
how neceffary, the attendance of the Minifters of the
Gofpel, in that important part of their office, to the
full exercife of which the nature of this charity will
afford the ampleft and faireft fcope, as the fituation of
it offers the readieft and the beft fupply ? Moreover,
when the nature of this part of the Minifterial duty
is confidered ; what peculiar abilities it requires, what
an infight into the workings of the human mind, what
judgement, what difcretion, what art of perfuafion,
what delicacy of addrefs; may not the opportunity,
which this Inftitution offers, for acquiring experience
in the treatment of Spiritual difeafes, be confidered,
and further improved, as another advantage to this
Seat of human and divine knowledge, which fupplies
the community with fo large a number of its Paro-
chial Minifters, as well as fo many Profeflors of the
Medical art? For true judgement and complete fkill
in the direction of weak and wounded confciences is
no more to be learned from volumes of Cafuiftry only,
than a perfect knowledge in the curing of bodily dif-
cafes is to be acquired from mere Theory and Syftem.

' The
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The care therefore of the fpiritual concerns of the
obje&s of this charity hath been very properly recom-
mended to the Academical Clergy of this place, They
on their part have moft readily and willingly under-
taken it: and many of the moft refpectable members
of that body have fet a laudable and edifying example,
by a voluntary and conftant attendance hitherto ; lead-
ing the way to the eftablifhment of a more ftated and
regular provifion for the future, now to take place :
in which, I doubt not, fuch care is taken already, and
will from time to time hereafter be taken, both in the
appointment and fuperintendence of the duty, and in
the choice of perfons of ability, diligence, and zeal,
adequate to the performance, as the great importance
of the fervice requires.

YouRr regulations have indeed from the firft been
well adapted to the improvement of thofe fentiments
of piety, which ficknefs and calamity naturally awaken
in the mind of man. The daily celebration of public
wortfhip, the weekly preaching of the word of Gobp,
the frequent adminiftration of the holy Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper, cannot but have in fuch circum-
ftances a peculiar and more than common effect. How
muft the ferious, the humble, the penitent, be af-
fected on thefe occafions ? how, even the thoughtlefs,
the diffolute, the profane; thofe, who have before

neglected
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negleted and defpifed the ordinances of religion ?
When fuch a perfon enters the general affembly,
gathered together in the place fet apart for the wor-
thip of Gop; will he not be awed by the order, the
decency, the folemnity, of the public devotions ? will
he not be ftruck with the appearance of fo many
wretched fuppliants, in the fame ftate of diftrefs with
himfelf ? will he not be penetrated by the general
voice of confeffion and fupplication, fo needful in his
own cafe ? will not the fecrets of his heart be made
manifeft ; and, falling down on his face, will he not
confefs, that Gop is prefent with thofe that call upon
him, and add with humble fervency his own addrefles
to the throne of grace ? The feeds of religion, con-
nate with the human mind, however uncultivated,
however wilfully {upprefied and fmothered for a time,
can never be totally rooted out: and the heart of
man, how obdurate foever, is hardly proof againft fo
powerful, fo fearching a trial. -Advice, confolation,
exhortation, inftrution in righteoufnefs, duly admi-
niftered in fuch a feafon, fhall, with the blefling and
grace of Gop, confirm the good refolutions, which
awakened piety may have infpired; and fo fix them
on the fubdued and converted ‘heart, as never after-
ward to be removed, or fhaken. When one of thefe
fhall return healed to his own houfe, and fhall declare,

what
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what great mercy Gop hath fhewed him, and what
he hath done for his foul ; his report and his example
may have a proper influence in his family, and among
his neighbours. And I doubt not, that, by the preach-
ing of the Gofpel to the poor in our Public Infirma-
ries, much fpiritual comfort hath been adminiftered,
the broken - hearted have been healed, and many have
been converted to righteoufnefs ; and that the good
effe@s of thefe Inftitutions have been extended far
beyond the more immediate objet of them : effe&ts
in no cafe fo obvious to obfervation, as the cure of
bodily difeafes ; but as much more important, as
heaven is higher than earth, and as eternal Salvation
exceeds in weight every temporal advantage.

Go on therefore, as you have begun; proceed in
this charitable work, with the fame readinefs and
bounty, with the fame piety and zeal : complete your
generous defigns, and abound yet more and more.
May all of you, who are engaged in carrying on this
good work; and who bear any relation to it, diligently
attend each to his proper part. Let thofe, whofe fi-
tuation and leifure will allow them to {pare to it fome
fmall portion of their time and endeavours, cheerfully
undertake the office of Governors and Vifitors, and
execute it with vigilance and conftancy : let thofe,

whofe
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whofe charge is a perfonal attendance, and care of the
fick, exercife it with affiduity, with kindnefs, and
tendernefs : let thofe, who minifter in {piritual things,
faithfully wait on their miniftration, inftructing, ex-
horting, comforting, with authority, with patience,
with gentlenefs : and may Gobp open the hearts, and
ftrengthen the hands, of all of you according to your
feveral abilities, to affift in this good work, by your
knowledge, your counfel, your favour, your liberality,
your example. Nor doubt of the fuccefs of this your
labour of love in every way ; of the certain benefits,
that will flow from it, not only, according to your
defire and intention, on the poor objects of your be-
nevolence ;. as well in regard to their everlafting, as to
their temporal, health ; on them, and through them,
on the public, in both refpects ; but on Yourfelves
alfo, though your generous and difinterefted views are
not this way dire¢ted : Ye may not reap the fruits of
it here ; but ye fhall be bleffed in this your deed here-
after : Ye know, that <« They cannot recompenfe you,”
and therefore the more fhall ye be blefled ; ¢ for ye
¢¢ fhall be recompenfed at the refurreétion of the juft.”



An AccounNT of the ESTABLISHMENT
of the RADCLIFFE-INFIRMARY,
OXFORD.

HE Truftees alting under the Will of Doctor
fobn Radcliffe, for the management of thofe re-
venues, which He had deftined to charitable ufes in
the largeft extent, have long fhewn themfelves in-
fluenced by the fame beneficent fpirit, which diftin-
guifhed the Donations of that Great Man. After having
compleated the Edifice of a New Library at Oxford,
and made large Additions to St. Bartholomew’s Hofpi-
tal at London, they were determined by that Affetion,
which the Doftor had often teftified to the place of
his Education, to erect a General Infirmary, at Oxford;
thus at once providing for the improvement of Medi-
cal Knowledge, and for the relief of the Diftrefled.
Thomas Rowney, E{q; many years Reprefentative of
the City of Oxford in Parliament, actuated by the fame
charitable Spirit, of his own free gift, 27 Fune 1758,
conveyed to the then * Radcliffe-Truftees a tract of
ground in the parith of St. Giles, containing upwards
of five Acres, for the ufes of the intended Infirmary ;
being a fite moft delightful, healthy and commodious.

* The Right Hon. George Henry Earl of Litchfield, Charles Earl of
Arran, Sir Walter Wagftaffe Bagot, Edward Smith, Efq; William Cart-

wright, Efg;
D And
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And when the property of the Land had been, by due
courfe of Law, fufliciently afcertained and fecured to
this charity, the Truftees proceeded to contraét with
Mr, Leadbeter for the ereting of a {pacious Stone-
building with proper Offices, very decent in appear-
ance, moft convenient for ufe, and {ubftantial in refpect
of Workmanthip; which, by order of the prefent
Truftees, (The Right Honourable George Henry Earl of
Litchfield, Sir Charles Mordaunt, Bart. Sir William Ba-
got, Bart. and William Drake, Efg;) and at the ex-
penfe of the Truft, amounting in the whole to many
thoufand pounds, was compleatly furnifhed.

In confequence of a publick Invitation, the Zeal of
the Nobility, Gentry and Clergy, and of the Univer-
fity and City, was found to keep pace with that great-
nels of fpirit, which at firft projected the undertaking.
A Subfcription being fet on foot, a large fum of money
was cheerfully paid ; fo that upon the 18th of Odfober
1770 the faid Building was folemnly appropriated to
the charitable purpofe of a General Infirmary. --- A
Prefident and Officers were appointed, and Rules efta~
blithed for the good Government thereof.

And, as the making due provifion for adminiftring
the aids of Religious Inftruction and Comfort to the
Sick hath ever, among ferious men, been confidered
as eflential to a well regulated Infirmary, the Unziver/ity
of Oxford was pleafed generoufly to take that charge
upon itfelf. Befide a very liberal contribution, into
which the Members of it had already entred, for the
general fervices and fupport of the Infirmary, they, by

a fecond
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a fecond fubfcription, have made ample provifion for
two Chaplains ; whofe Office it is to perform divine
Service daily in the Infirmary, and all other parts of
the Minifterial Duty, as occafion may require. And,
that no Difficulties with refpe&t to the Burial of per-
fons dying in the Houfe, might difcourage Contribu-
tors from recommending Patients, the Lord Bifhop
of Oxford was pleafed to confecrate a convenient piece
of ground contiguous to the Infirmary, which is now
appropriated folely to that folemn ufe.

Wednefday, fu/y the 3d, having been appointed, in
this year 1771, for a folemn meeting of the Governors
of the Infirmary, the Lord Bifbop of Oxford was pleafed
to honour and affift the Inftitution by Preaching a Ser-
mon upon that occafion. The powerfulnefs of whofe
pious and judicious recommendation was remarkably
evidenced by the large Contribution which followed
it. And the Publication of the Sermon was requefted
by the Governors, as likely to produce and perpetuate

a beneficial effe¢t upon This, and indeed upon all other
fimilar Eftablithments.

The Publick is to be informed, that the Accounts
of this Infirmary, both as to Receipts and Expenfes,
have all along, from its firft Inftitution, been regularly
kept and examined by a Weekly Board of Governors:
They have alfo been Audited, by proper Officers, at
the end of each Quarter: And, on this day, were
finally Balanced for the whole Year ending Ocfober 10.
1771. But, as the Rules of the Infirmary have ren-

dered



il O

dered it neceflary to fubmit this Anaual State to the
Approbation of the next General Court, to be holden
Fanuary 9. 1772, the Publication thercof muft be de-
ferred until the middle of that month. After which
time Printed Copies will be delivered at the Infirmary
to all Subfcribers.

Radcliffe-Infirmary, OxFoRD,
Cctober 17. 1771,




