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EFORE we enter upon
this remarkable Tryal, it will
not be improper to inform
the Reader of fome Cuftoms
amongft the Chinefe, which
differ from thofe in other Countries of

3 Europe.

Thofe People are great Encouragers of
all ufeful Learning ; which they endeavour
on all Occafions, to turn to the Benefit of
the publick in general, and the Eafe and

B Hap-
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Happinefs of every individual Subje& in
that vaft Empire. -

There are publick Schools in all the Pro-
vinces and great Cities of the Empire, for
the Education of Youth in ‘the liberal as
well as mechanick Arts; where the Genius
of the Children are cirefully ftudied and
improved in thofe Arts to which Nature
{eems to have given them the {trongeft Bent
vithout confulting the Whim or Pride of
the Parents; by this means, it’s no rare

thing to {ee the Sonof a Nobleman drudging
at the meaneft Handicraft; and that of a

Peafant {hining in the higheft Orb of Life.

Birth, Title, or Riches, give amongft
thefe people no Claim to the {malleft Pre-

ferment; Merit only recommends the
Man to Encouragement in that Sphere of

Life, to which his natural Genius has
ficted him. |

When a vacancy in any of the Offices
happens, the Candidates are chofen out
of the publick Schools ; and the Perfon
fictet for the Employment always is

cholen, without Refpect of Perfons.
In
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In this Country, the Phy/fician is a very
confliderable Office; not only in the Em-
peror’s Court, but in that of all the
Mandarmmes or great Governors and
Officers of Srate.

Beftore any Man is preferr’d to the
Office ot Phyfician, either to the Sove-
reign or to any of his great Men, he under-
goes a ftri€t and impartial Examination,
as to his Knowledge of the Theory and
Prattice of Phylick, as well as of the
other Branches of Learning, which are
neceflary to compleat the wife Phyfician.

The Examiners are not thofe of his
own Profeflion; but the Great Council
of Mandarines, whoare Men who have
been found univerfally qualified in all
the Branches of humane Literature, be-
fore they were admitted to be of this
Council ; which is the fupream Council
of the Empire, and fome what refembles
our Houfe of Peers, only they feem to
be vefted with much higher Powers.

When
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., When the Perfon fo examin'd is found

qualified, he has.a Certificate fign’d by the
Prefident of the Court, which empowers
him to prattice,as a Do&or under the Re-
galations whichare prefcribed by it ; from
whence, he muit deviate, upon no Ac-
count under the Pain of Death.

The Phyficians, are held in great Ef-
teem and Veneration; are there modeft
in their Behaviour; of {tri&t morals,and
univerfal Benevolence, moft of them ob-
ferve as great a Chaftity of Manners, as
the Clergy 5 and value themfelves upon
their Piety and the Veneration of the
Gods, whofe Worfhip they think it is the
Duty of their Funltion to propagate, as
much as if they were daily at the Aliar.
They are Men of good Nature and
Humanity, and abound 1 Als of Be-
nificence and Charity ; Opportunities to
exercife which, they covet as much as
Employment in their Profeflion: They
dare not refufe to attend the meaneft
Perfon who calls for their Afliftance 5 and
if 1 Begoar, fend for a Phy(ician, before a
Nandarn, he muft go to the Beggar, tho’

the
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the Muandarin {hould be in never {o much
Want of him; and the good natured

Man, not only aflifts his Patient with his
Counfel, but {fupplys his Wants.

When the Phyfician, attends on a
Patient, he enters upon a Book his Cafe,
with every minute Circumitance relating
to the Diltemper ; together with the

Medicines adminifired and their Effe&s
during the whole Procefs ; whether the
Patient dies or Lives, this Book, he is ob-
liged to return within a limited Time,
to an Office kept for that Purpofe. If
he upon any Occafion falfifiecs the Cafe,
or has gone out of the ordinary, Courfe
of Prattice, if any Accident happens to
the Patient he is furely punifhed.

The Emperor’s Phyficians are al-
ways put to Death when he dies; and
thofe of other Perfons, are try’d by
the Court of Mandarines, upon Appli-
cation of the Friends of the deceas’d, and
put to death or otherwife punifh’d ac-
cording to the Nature of their Crime,
from whene® we may judge, that it is a

very
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very dangerous thing, to be of that Profef-
fionin thisCountry ; however thereare but
few Inftances where the Phyficians of pri-
vate Perfons have been put to death;
as a Pretence tothe Knowledge of Phyfick,
rafhnefs or Impudence, will not in this
Country, obtain a Diploma, none but
Men of Merit are of the Faculty: Thefe
are obliged to make Confcience of their
Bufinefs; and dare not venture to try
Experiments; there are no Apothecary’s
whofe Intereft the Do&or has Occafion to
confider in the Recipe;, he prepares the
Medicine himfelf, and is too much inte-
refted in the Succefs, to give any more
than he thinks neceflary ; the Officinals in
their Difpenfary, are fo few, that you
may write them all on a quarter of a
Sheet of Paper; and he' never makes a
Bill for his Druggs ? but is paid {fo much
a Vifit, whether he gives any Phyfick ot
not. Thus he 1s not under theleaft Temp-
tation to make an Apothecarys Shop ‘of
his Patient’s Belly ; but carefully watches
Nature; and aflifts her when fhe 1s
weak to the beft of his Skill; but leaves

her to her {elf, when fhe is {trong enough
to
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to bring about her Defigns without his
Aid.

Before the prefent Tryal, there had
not been one at Pekin, for near twenty
Years; which made this make a confide-
rable Noife through the whole Empire:
The Patient happened tobe the Mandarin
TonwiN; a Man;of great Authority,
much efteemed and trufted by the Empe-
ror ; Who had made him Treafurer to his
Army; by whom he was not lefs loved
than by the Peoplein General ; as he did
Juftice to the firft, in theirPay, and pro-
moted the Iatereft of the laft to the ut-
moft of his Power; he was a Friend to
Mankind in General, but particularly to
the virtuous, and thought that Day Ill-
fpent wherein he had not given them
Proof of his Humanity and Bounty: The
Death of this great Man, fo univerfally
cfteemed, was fomewhat fudden; andhis
Phyfician was blamed by fome, tho™ not
by the Mandarines neareft Friends; how-
ever, it was wilpered about, that he had
deviated from the Rules laid down by
the great Council of Mandarines; and by

the
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the Malice of the Doétor’s Enemies, the
Clamour became publick ; in fo much,
that the great Council, ordered the Re-
gifter of the Cafe to be infpefted ; and
the Senefeal was ordered todraw up an Ac-
cufation againft the Doltor; with a Copy
of which he was ferved and taken into
Cuftody; and a Time appointed for a
folemn Tryal before that High Tri-
bunal.

People were varioufly affeted with the
Preparation for the Tryal; fome thought
the Doctor guilty ; others thought him in-
nocent ; and this only the Effects of the fe-
cret Machjnations of his Enemies: Thofe
of his own Profeffion, for what Reafon 1
am not able to learn, were his moft open
Enemies; and thought by all to be his fe-
cret Accufers ; however, the Doétor feem’d
not at all difmay’d; but hugg’d himfelf
in refle¢ting on his own Innocence, which
comforted him the more, that he had not
the leaft Sufpicion, that the high Tribunal,
before which he was he was to be try’d
would mix any Partiality in their Sentence,

I have



(13 )
I have taken Care to ufe as few Chinefe
Terms of Law as poffible; and have chofe
fuch Englifb Words, as feem’d to come
neareft to the Meaning of the Original ;
and in order to make the whole more
comprehenfible to an Englifb Reader, 1
have all along fubftituted fome Englifb
Forms, where I could with Propriery,
efpecially were they ferved to make the
Tryal more Intelligible.

& QRIEVDHD2DAOB2ODLLBBRRSD
W DEGGDLERER S TDJOGEORIES

THE

o RCY AR &G

N the Day appointed for the Tryal,
the great Council of Mandarins
affembled in a great Hall, in the fecond
Court of the King’s Palace, the Prefident
was feated on a Throne, under the Ca-

C nopy
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nopy of State; the Enfigns of his high
Office being carried before him, and at-
tended by twenty four Officers with
drawn Sabres in their Hands, who ftood
round the Steps of the Throne ; the reft
of the Mandarins were ranged on each
Hand of him in their Robes of Honour,
Silence being commanded in the Name of
the Emperor, the Prifoner was brought
to the Bar, to which he approached by
making three Obeyfances, and then lay
proftrate on his Face, till the Prefident
commanded him to rife; acquainting
him, that he had nothing to fear but his
own Guilt ; for if that was not found in
him, the Court would not only acquit
him, but load him with new Honours ;
after a fhort Speech to this Purpofe, Si-
lence was again commanded, and the
Mandarin Secretary, was ordered to read
his Tndi&ment 5 which was conceived
in Words to thls Effelt.

“You Nafﬂaxb Do&or of the Divine
Sience of Phyfick, ftand indifted before
this Sovercign Couit, at the Suit of cur

Sove-
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Sovereign Lord the moft High, mighty,
and Puifant Emperor, 4bdaer Emperor
to the World, Lord of Vaft Territories,
Commander of Kings, and Beloved of
the Sun, to whom all are Slaves &c. &ec.
For, that you not having the fear of the
Mighty Gods before your Eyes, but be-
ing Inftigated thereto, by the Sugefticn
of the Black Angel, who Commandeth
the Burning Lake ; and with malice in
your Heart, and out of Envy and preme-
dicated fpite, to the Great Mandarin
Tonwin Slave of our Great Emperor, and
Treafurer of his Invincible Armies, Did[t
on the Sixth Day, of the Second Month, of
the Year of our Empire, fix thoufand feven
hundred and forty fix,confpireand contrive
the Death of the faid Mandarin , thatison
one or other of the Days of the faid fe-
cond Month ; thou didft malicioufly, with
a certain Inftrument made of Steel, called
a Lancet, {tab the faid Mandarin in the
vight and left Arm, and didft take from
him, a large Quantity of his Blood, to
the amount of fifty feven Ounces; and
likewife did(t prevail with the faid Man-

darin
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darin, by falfe unreafonable, and fcanda-
lous Suggeftions, to fwallow certain Quan.
tities unknown, of poifonous Drugs, for
fixteen or feventeenDays together; and like-
wife caufed during the faid Space of Time,
to be introduced into the Axus, (Anglice
A fe,) of the faid Mandarin, a cer-
tain Machine, cali’d a Clifter-Pipe,
through which was fqueezed a certain fur-
ther Quantity of poifonous Drugs, into
his Bowels; and contrary to the Duty of
your Profeffion as a Phyfician, ordered
the faid Mandarin, then your Patient, to
eat of Meats and Drinks, improper for his
Condition, and negle&ted to adminifter
fuch Medicines, as you knew by the Help
cf the great God Paphor,* would have re-
{tored him to Health ; by all which your
A&s of Malice, before-mentioned, you
pcrmi;t'ed the Angel of Death, to carry
away the faid Mandarin ; by which Means
our great Emperor, has loft a faithful
Slave, the Empire an ufeful Member,

and the diftreffed a great Protettor; th_i:s
is

2 ® The God of Phyfick amongft the Chincfe.
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is your Accufation, are you Guilty or not
Guilty.

Council for the Prifoner.

My Lord Prefident, before we, that
have the Honour to be of Council for the
Prifoner, can permit him to plead, we
humbly beg Leave to offer fome Reafons
to the auguft Court, why an Indi&ment
in this Cafe does not lye againft our Cli-
ent, we humbly apprehend, that the
Confent of the Friends of the Deceafedl,
ought to have been fpecified in the Indict*
ment, f{ince the great Mandarin, the
Manner of whofe Death is now in Quefti-
on, is not of the Blood Royal ; there ne-
ver has been an Inftance before, where a
Phyfician has been tried, but upon the
Application of the Friends of his Patient :
This is introducing an unheard of Prac-
tice, and fubjefting the Gentlemen of that
Profeffion, to uncommon Hardfhips ; who
are already but too much at the Mercy of
the defigning and malicious: We have an
Affidavit ready*to read to your Lordfhips,

fign’d by the neareft agnat of the deceas’d
Leord
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Lord ; wherein they difclaim the Profe-
cution, and exprefs their Satisfaltion 5
both of the Skill and Integrity of our
Client ; .therefore we hope this auguft
Court will quath this Indi@ment.

Council for the Emperor,

My Lord, We are not a little fur-
priz’d to find the Council for the Pri-
foner, make fuch an extraordinary Mo-
tion ; when they muft certainly know,
what gave Rife to this Tryal: The Pri-
foner at the Bar, in Converfation with

fome of his own Profeflion, found that
they did not approve of his Method in

this Particular ; he was offended at their
pretendmg to ﬁnd Fault with his Prac-
tice ; which he afferted he could juftify 5
This produced a Difpute amongft them,
in which he thought he was fc,aﬂdallz’d
and brought his Complaint before this
Court, for the Scandal : Your Lordfhips
did not think fit to try the Caufe upon
that footing, but to come at the Bottom
of the whole Affair, order’d the Empe-
ror’s Senifcal to profecute in this Man-
ner. e ] T
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Thus the Tryal was at firft brought
on by the Doftor himfelf; which he
now declines, why? becaufe it’s not in
the Shape he projected, which fthews a
more than ordinary Kind of Obftinacy
in his Temper, an Ingredient very unfit
to compofe a Phyfician.

But my learned Brother is likewife
miftaken in Point of Law; Tho’ we have
not the Precedents he mentions ; yet it's
founded on the Nature of Things: The
auguft Emperor has an Intereft in the
Life of every Subjet; and is in Reality
in the Quality of Father to each of
thems and often more a Parent than
their own natural Fathers : Does he not
in all other criminal Cafes, profecute
without the Confent of the Party da-
mag’d ; why may he not then in this?
Unlefs the Phyficians claim a Priviledge
not common to the reft of the Subjets

of this Empire. -

The Court, after a fhort Debate, over<

ruled the Obje&tion to the Indi¢tment,
- and:
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and ordered the Prifoner to plead; he
thereupon pleaded not guilty ; and fub-
mitted to the Judgment of the Court.

Here the Court broke up and adjourned
the farther hearing to next Day, when
the learned Body being again aflembled,
in Court, and thePrefident feated in the
Formalites as before gave Orders for pro-
ceeding on the Tryal, which was accord-
ingly done by the Council for the Empe-
ror, who rifing up opened the Cafe as
follows,

Council for the Emperor.

My Lord, the Profecutors for his Im-
perial Majefty, are {o far from taking any
rigorous Advantage of the learned Gen-
man at the Bar, that they are refolved
to try the Caufe upon his own State of
the Cafe now in the Mandarin Secretary’s
Hand : They are to fuppofe, that he has
according to his Duty, fairly ftated the
Symptoms of the Difeafe, under which his
Right Honourable Patient laboured ; and
that he has givena jult Account of the

Medicines
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Medicines he ordered to be adminiftred in
order to efletuate a Cure; and from this

his own State of the Faéls, we hope to
conviace this auguft Court, that the Doc-
tor, has followed a Prattice, quite dif-
ferent from thofe prefcribed by your
Lord(hips in fimilar Cafes; apply’d Me-
dicines improper for the Patient’s Diftem-
per; and in every Circumftance, atted,
as if he rather intened, to increafe the
Malady, than fave his Patient’s Life ; we
{hall make it appear, that the Do&or in-
ftead of affilting Nature, hasendeavoured
to convert the Order of Things, and ob-
ftructed her as much as lay in his Power ;
and we fhall likewife make it appear be-
yond Conjecture, that the Method ufed
with the Patient, during the Procefs of
his Lllcefs, haften’d his End, much more
than the Fever it felf: Out of Refpett to
the Diploma ifluing out of the Court,
which entitled the learned Gentleman. to
prattice the divine Science of Phifick,
we dare not attribute his Milconduél to
Ignorance ; Charity forbids us to {uppole
it Malice; and good Manners hinders

D ¢ 208
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us to ufe the Word Obftinacy; but to
whatever Motive we may afcribe it the
Faltsarcinconteftable,and theEffe&s have
been faral to the noble Lord once an il-
luftrious Member of this great Court.

Your Lordfhips, will obferve from
the Cale, that a reumatick Fever, attend-
ed with Pains in the Limbs and a fore
Throat, was the Diforder which affli¢ted
the Mandarin Tonwin, and there never
was during the {eventeen Days which the
Fever lafted, any thing elfe adminiftred,
to obtain a Cure; but Bleeding and Purg-
ing ; how far that was proper in the Pa-
tients Circumftances, we {hall very foon
determiaze, we are to obferve, that from
the Beginning of the Dotors Attendance,
the Patient fhewed a great Difpofition to
{weat ; efpecially in the Night-time, when
it was fometimes according to the Doc-
tors Report, to Excefs. This My Lord,
we look upon as an Attempt of Nature,
to get rid of the malignant feverith Mat-
ter, which opprefs’d her, by Means of

Perfpiration; and is by all Phyf(icians,
looked
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looked upon as the moft common as well
as the molt natural Crifis of all feverifh
Diforders; it was my Lord the Doctors
Duty, to have taken hold of this favou-
rable Difpofition of Nature, to have af-
fifted her, by giving Medicines which
would have provoked Perfpiration: But
he followed a quite different Courfe; he
willfully obftructed the Grand Phyfician;
inftead of encouraging the Sweat, he made
the Patient get out of Bed to avoid it ;
feem’d obftinately bent to obtain a Cure

by nothing but purging and bleeding.

As to the purging, he alledges the
Patient was coftive; we admit he was 5
but does it follow from thence, that he
muft be purged for feventeen Days to-
gether : The harder the Patient was to
work upon, the greater Reafon theDottor
had to defit purging; efpecially ufing
any Medicine that would inflame the
Bowels, which Jallop certainly' does;
purging naturally weakens the flrongeft
Contftitution, without the Affiftance of
an acute Diftemper ; but how weak muft

o that
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that Patient be, who fuffer’d the Weight
of both, and another Evacuation as de-
firutive of natural Strength as the other,
v:%. Bleeding. As to the Bleeding, the
Do&or would infinuate from this Cale,
that he could not take too much Blood
from the Patient, fince notwithftanding
the monftrous Quantity taken, the Vellcls
feemed overcharged, and it burft out at
the Noftrils; but the Doftor is not aware
that two Caufes abfolutely different, will
produce the felf fame Effe& as too great
a Quantity of Blood may produce an He.
morrage; and too {mall a Quantity the
fame; in the one Cafe the Veflels are dif-
tended beyond their proper Tone, and in
the other as much below it ; which was
certainly the Cafe of the honourable Pa-
tient unhappily the Subjeét of the prefent
Debate ; the Texture of the Blood and
Velicls were broken by the vaft Quantity
taken away, and a Mortification of the
Ulcers in the Throat naturally followed ;
as Nature had not fufficient Strength left,
to ftimulate the Blood, and keep it i 1its

proper Motion ; befides, the Regimen of
Dyet
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Dyet prefcribed by the Doltor, was quite
prepofterous; Milk is naturally hot, and
as it is of the Nature of prepared Chyle,
turas too foon to Aliment, to be properin
thofe Difeafes, which require the Patient
to be kept low’; upon the whole your
Lordfhip will be of Opinion, that Nature
icfelf would have operated a Crifis, had
{he not been interrupted by the Doétor;
and that the exceflive Bleeding and Purg-
ing, oaly haftened the Approach of his
Angel of Death; therefore we hope your
Lordfhips will find the Prifoner guilty,
in order to deter others from following
their own Conceits, in Cafes where the
Life of a Subjett is eoncerned.

Council for the Prifoner.

My Lord, the Charge againft our
learned Client, as open’d by my Brother
the Attorney General, is of a very deep
Nature 5 but I hope we fhall convince this
auguft Court, that the whole Profecution
is founded upon Malice, and has no other
Foundation ; but the Eavy of fome of the

Do&ors Brethren, who can not with any
Patience



C 26§

Patience, fee any Reformation intheir old
Pratice; they are Men fo wedded to old
antiquated Opinions,and fuperanuated Cu-
{toms, that the ftrongeft Reafon cannot
convince their Underftandings, or the
moft glaring Truths, have any Influence
upon their obftinate Minds, they are all
a Parcel of old Women, who have learned
a Sett of Notions from their Grandmo-
thers, which they argue upon without
Reafon; and put in Practice neceffarily on
all Occafions, and are now fo old, that
like Children they cannot walk without
Leading-ftrings.

Your Lordfhips are fenfible, that its
impoflible to lay down any certain Rules
forthe Praltice of Phyfick; they muft differ
as Conftitutions, Times and Seafons, alter
thofe Regulations, which might have been
reafonable in the Days of our Grandfa-
thers, are now out of Date; the Luxury
of the prefent Age, thedifference in Dyer,
Exercife and Diverfions of the prefent Ge-
neration, have produced a new Catalogue
of Difeafes, unknown to our Anceftors;

and
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and for which our antient Writers have
not fo much as dreamed of a Cure now,
when the old Women of the Faculty meet
with any fuch, they fill perfift in their
old Recipess and by that means killed
thoufands of his Majefty’s Subjes every Day
with Impunity ; and that out of Lazinefs,
that they will not be at the Trouble to fearch
for new Cures to new Cafes; now our Cli-
ent has been more indefatigable, he has
found out not only a Cure more expediti-
ous for our old Native Diftempers; but one
that will totally eradicate all our exotick Di-
feafes with which this great Empire abounds;
he does not mean to keep this great Catho-
licon a Secret, he is proud of having this
Opportunity of divulging it to Mankind, for
whofe Benefit he has laboured till he is
grown expert in the Profeffion; his Recipe is
thort and eazy, its only Bleed and Purge:
He apprehends the Reafonablenefs of this
Practice, is like a felf-evident Truth in the
Mathematicks; all Difeafes flow from pec-
cant Humours, being mix’d with the Mafs
of Blood, which are fo clofely united to it,
that they cannot be difcharged by Perfpira-

. tions
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tions or other natural Secretions ; but if you
purge and bleed away all the Humours in the
Body, we are fure none that are peccant wil]
remain Quod erat Demeonfirandum. This
anfwers all Cafes, all Circumftances, Times,
Seafons and Climates, and is an Ithprovement
in Phyfick, for which we hope our Client

will be rewarded with a Statue inftead of a
H i

They have made a deal of Pother about
Sweating, but is it not plain, that alone
. would not have ferved the Patient ; when
its well known that in Spite of all the
Do&ors Endeavours to hindor it, it in-
creafed immoderately, and yet produced
no fuch wonderful Effelts as they would
attribute to it : Grant that Bleeding and
Purging weakens; {o doesSweating ; our
Client My Lord, apprehends, thac if he
had bled more plentifully, he would at
leaft have got the better of the Fever
fome Days fooner than he did ; the Pa-
,tient might have died its true, but that
would not have been his Fault if he had
ufed the Means to disburthen him of

hits
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his Blood, where the Malady lay ; there-
fore we hope the Court will acquit the
Prifoner.

Its not the Cuftom in that Country
for the Judge to give a Charge as there
is no Jury, but the Prifoner was ordered
to withdraw, and in a lictle Time he was
called back and acquainted with his Sen-
tence, which we muft beg of the Publick
to excule us from publifhing.
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