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Farther THouGcH TS

ON

TAR-WA T-ER,

S the many Experiments that are daily made

of the Virtues of Tar-Water, furnith new
Diicoveries and Reflexions, fome of thefe I have
thrown together, and offer to the Public in hopes
they may prove ufeful.

It is a frequent Complaint, that Tar-Water is
made of bad Tar, being of a reddith Colour, {fweetifh
or difagreeably infipid. But though the Dregs of
Tar are often foul, and make foul Tar-Water, and
though Tar already ufed is often made ufe of by un-
fair Dealersa fecond, if not a third Time, which
produceth a vile Potion, void of the genuine Flavour
and Virtue of Tar-Water. Yet I apprehend thefe
Defects may fometimes be afcribed, rather to the
Vefiel wherein the Tar-Water is made, than to the
Tar itlelf,

Tar- Water being made in an earthen Veffel un-
glazed, or that hath loft Part of its Glazing, may
excract (as it is a ftrong Menftruum) from the Clay,
a fade Sweetithnefs, offenfive to the Palate. It thould
feem therefore that the beft Way of making Tar-

Water is in a Stone Jug, or earthen Veflel through-
out
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out well glazed, and, as it will not fail to extrat a
Tinc¢ture from any metallic Veffel, it fhould be
warmed in a well glazed Pipkin, rather than a
Sauce-pan.

By increafing the Proportion of Tar to the Water,
and by ftirring it longer, Tar-Water may be made
ftrong enough for a Spoonful to impregnate a large
Glafs, a Thing very ufeful on a Road.

Thofe who in chronical Diforders, or as a Pre-
fervative, have for a long time drunk Tar-Water,
muft in acute Cafes drink the more.

Tar-Water muft be drunk warm in Agues, Small-
pox, Meafles and Fevers, in Colics and Diforders
of the Bowels, in Gout alfo, and Rheumatifm, in
moft other Ailments cold or warm, at the Choice of
the Patient,

In Fevers the Patient cannot begin too foon, or
drink too much. By undoubted Experience it is
found to cool the hot, and warm the cold, and to be
a moft fuccefsful Medicine in Fevers, notwith{tand-
ing its great Virtue in Palfies and Dropfies.

When not long fince an Inflammation attacked
the Throat, Breaft, and Lungs of Children, and
became general in my Neighbourhood, Numbers
were recovered by the Ufe of Tar-Water, nor did
I hear that any mifcarried who ufed it, though many
perifhed who did not.

Nor is it a Medicine lefs proper and efficacious in
old Age. At the fame time that this inflammatory
Diftemper raged among the Children, a Woman in
her fixty-eighth Year, from violent Cold was feized
at once with Ague, Colic, and Jaundice, of all
which Maladies fhe was cured in a Fortnight, by
drinking three Pints of warm Tar-water every Day.
Numberlefs fuch Inftances daily occur, which fhew
it to be a fafe and efficacious Medicine both for old
and young,

Evacuations
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Evacuations by Sweat, which ufually render Pa-
tients very weak and difpirited, have not the fame
bad Effets when produced by Tar-Water, which
I have frequently known to give high Spirits in all
the Stages of a Fever, and under the loweft Regi-
men, therefore old People and weak Perfons, who
cannot well bear common FEvacuations, are beift
cured by Tar-Water, which in fome Sort feemeth
to renew thofe who are worn out with Age and
Infirmities.

Tar-Water is of fingular Ufe in ftrengthening the
Stomach and Bowels, and agrees particularly well
with Infants, taken either by themfelves or by the
Nurfe, and beft by both. Though as it throws the
ill Humours out into the Surface of the Skin, it
may render them for a Time, perhaps, unfeemly
with Eruptions, but withal healthy and lively. And
I will venture to fay, that it lays in them the Prin-
ciples of a good Conftitution for the reft of their
Lives.

Nor is it only ufeful to the Bodies of Infants, it
hath alfo a good Effe& on their Minds, as thofe who
drink it are obferved to be remarkably forward and
fprightly. Even the moft heavy, lumpifth, and un-
promifing Infants, appear to be much improved
by it. A Child there is in my Neighbourhood, of
fine Parts, who at firft feemed ftupid and an Idiot,
but, by conftant Ufe of Tar-Water, grew lively
and obferving, and is now noted for Underftand-
ing beyond others of the fame Age.

Infants are eafily brought to take it by Spoon, and
even grow to a Liking of it, and as their Diforders
arife chiefly from Indigeftion, they receive the great=
eft Benefit from a Medicine fo well calculated to
firengthen the Inteftines, and preferve them from
Fits. In a word, if it were the common Practice
t0 accuftom Infants from the Beginning to take Tar-

Water,

EL
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Water, this would greatly conduce to the Health
both of their Minds and Bodies. There is, I am
verily perfuaded, no one Thing in the power of
Art or Nature, that would o generally and effectually
contribute to repair the Conftitutions of our Gentry
and Nobility, by ftrengthning the Children, and
cafting off in their Infancy thofe Impurities and
Taints, which they often bring into the World,

An Infant may take one Quarter of a Pint in the
Day, warm, by Spoonfuls; lels may-do good, and
there is no fear of Excefls. When I confider the
private Woe of Families, as well as the public
Lofs occafioned by the Death of fuch an incredible
Number of Infants, under two Years of Age, I
cannot but infift on recommending Tar- Water, both
as a Remedy and Prefervative in that tender Age,
which cannot bear the common Treatment and
Methods of Phyfic, or with fafety take thofe Drugs
which are fitter for grown Perfons.

Another Reafon which recommends Tar-Water,
particularly to Infants and Children, is the great
Security it brings againft the Small-pox, to thofe
that drink 1t, who are oblerved, either never to
take that Diftemper, or to have it in the gentleft
Manner.

There is no Diftemper more contagious and de-
ftructive than the Small-pox, or more generally
dreaded, attended with worle Symptoms, or that
leaves behind i1t worfe Effeéts ; I obferve at the
fame time, that Tar-Water is in no other Cafe a
more fafe and fure Remedy than in this; of which
Captain Drape’s Certificate, {worn to before the
Mayor of Liverpool, in the prefence of feveral
principal Perfons of that Town, is a moft evident
Proof,

That one hundred and feventy Perfons, feized at

once with the Small-pox, deprived of all Conve-
niencies,
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niencies, and in the worlt Circumitances of a nar-
row Ship and hot Climate, fhould all recover by
the fingle Medicine of Tar-W ater, except one who
would not drink it, is a matter of Fa&, fo plain
and convincing, and fo well attefted, as to leave no
Doubt in Minds free from Frepofieffion, about the
Ulefulnefs and Efficacy of Tar- Water in the Small-
pox ; a Point I had been before fufficiently convinced
of, by many Inftances in my own Neighbourhood.

It bath been furmifed by fome celebrated Phy-
ficians, that one Day a Specific may be difcovered
for the peculiar Venom of the Small-pox. There
feems to be fome Reafon for thinking that Tar-
Water is fuch a Specific. 1 fay this on good Grounds,
having by many Experiments obferved its Virtue
in curing, as well as in preventing, that cruel Dif-
temper ;3 during the whole Courfe of which, it is to
be drank warm ; a moderate Glafs (about Half a
Pint) every Hour, in common Cafes, may fuffice,
in bad Cafes more may be given ; there is no Fear
of Excefs.

Thofe who endeavour to difcredit this cooling
Cordial, and falutary Medicine, as an Inflamer of
the Blood, do very confiftently decry its Ufe in the
Small-pox ; but there can be nothing more clear,
full, and fatisfaory than Captain Drape’s Affida-
vit, to convince reafonable People of the great and
furprifing Efficacy of Tar-Water, in the Cure of
the Small-pox ; and confequently of the ground-
lefnefs of that Report, which afcribes a heating or
inflaming Quality to it. And yet that groundlels
Report hath hindred many from reaping the Benefit
they might otherwife have done, from the Ufe of
this Water, which is of éxcellent Virtue in all kinds
of inflammatory Diforders, Fevers, Quinfies, Pleu-
rifies, and fuch like of the hot and inflamed Kind,

whereof
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whereof the Public as well as myfelf have known 2
Multitude of Examples.

I ask whether the Fat {worn before the Magi-
ftrates of Liverpool, be not a fufficient Anfwer to
all that is objetted, from an inflaming Quality, to
Tar-Water, Can any Inftance be produced in the
whole Materia Medica, or Hiftory of Phyfic, of
the Virtue of a Medicine tried on greater Numbers,
or under greater Difadvantages, or with greater
Succefs, or more credibly attefted. I with for
the common Good of Mankind, that the fame Ex-
periment was tried in our Hofpitals. Probably
the World would foon be relieved from that great
and general Terror of the Small-pox.

When I hear of the Devaftations made by this
Diftemper, in great Cities and populous Towns,
how many Lives are loft, or (as may be faid) thrown
away, which might have been in all likelihood eafily
preferved, by the Ufe of a Medicine, fo cheap and
obvious, and in every one’s power, it feems Matter
of great Concern and Aftonifhment, and leaves one
at a lofs to guefs at the Motives, that govern hu-
man Actions in Affairs of the greateft moment.
The Experiment may be eafily made, if an equal
Number of poor Patients in the Small-pox, were put
into two Hofpitals at the fame Time of the Year,
and provided with the fame Neceffaries of Diet and
Lodging, and, for further Care, let the one havea
Tub of Tar-Water and an old Woman ; the other
Hofpital, what Attendance and Drugs you pleafe.

In all obftinate Sores and Ulcers, I very much re-
commend the drinking of Tar-Water, and wathing
them with a ftrong Lotion of it, will haften the
Cure.

One of the moft painful and dangerous Cafes is
that of a Woman’s fore Brealt. How many poor

Creatures
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Creatures after long languithing in Mifery, are
obliged to fuffer the moft fevere chirurgical Opera-
tions, often the cutting off the entire Breaft? The
Ufe of Tar-Water in thofe Cafes hath been attended
with fuch Succefs, that I do earneftly recommend
the drinking thereof, both as a Cure and Preferva-
‘tive, as 2 moft effe¢tual Medicine to remove the
fhooting Pains that precede a Cancer, and alfo to
cure the Cancer itfelf, without Amputation. Can-
cerous and fore Breafts are fuch cruel Cafes, occa-
fioned by fo many internal Caufes, as well as out-
ward Accidents, that it is a neceflary Piece of Hu-
manity, to contribute all we can to the Prevention
and Cure thereof.

In the King’s Evil, Leprofy, and fouleft Calfes,
Tar-W ater cannot be too much recommended. The

oor Vagabonds of Ireland, are many of them in-
ected and eaten up with the foul Difeafe, which
with them paffeth for a Canker, as they call it,
Several Inftances of extraordinary Cures have been
performed on fuch Perfons, by drinking Tar- Water
copioufly, for fome Weeks or Months together,
without Confinement or other Reftraint, than that
of a regular cool Diet. It is indeed a Specific, both
for this and all other Taints and Impuritics of the
Blood.

An Extract of Siris was made, and Accounts of
the Effects of Tar-Water were reprinted in dmerica,
in which Continent, as well as in the Iflands, much
Ufe hath been made thereof, particularly by thofe
who pofiefs great Numbersof Slaves : Of this [ have
been informed by Letters, and by Word of Mouth,
from Perfons belonging to thofe Parts, who have
affured me of the extenflive and fuccefsful Ufe of
this Medicine in many Cales, and more efpecially
in the moft inveterate Kinds of the foul Difeafe. p

- I nee
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I need not fay how dearly they purchafe Health
who obtain it by Salivation, and yet long and fe-
vere as that Courfe is, it is often unfuccefsful. There
are Inftances of fuch as having paffed through it
with much Mifery and Patience, have been after.
wards cured by the fimple Ule of Tar-Water.

The King’s Evil, fo lothfom in its Symptoms
and Effects, and withal fo difficult, if atall poffible,
to cure by any other Method, is moft furely and
eafily cured by the Tar-Water, even when the Pa-
tient is far gone, even when he derives it from his
Anceftors. A Quart per diem for a few Months,
I have known to cure the moft deplorable and
abandoned Cafes.

How many wealthy Families, otherwife at their
Fafe, are corrupted with this Taint in their Blood ?
How many want Heirs and Husbands, through this
odious Malady ? A Specific for this Difeafe alone,
would be juftly efteemed a moft valuable Secret,and
the plenty and cheapnefs of the Medicine ought not
in Reafon to make it lefs efteemed.

Salivating, Bleeding, and Purging, are attended
with great Hard(hips and Inconveniencies (even
where the Patient recovers) reducing the Strength
and Spirits of thofe who ufe them, whereas Tar-
Water greatly adds to both.

In Fra&ures and Wﬂunds, a Quart or two drank
daily, while the Patient is under Cure, doth very
much affuage the Pain and promote his Recovery,
both as by its balfamic Nature it difpofeth the Parts
to heal, and alfo as it leflens if not totally prevents
the Fever.

A poor Boy in Cloyne, having fallen from a
Tree, broke both Arm and Wrift. This Accident
was concealed or neglected for two or three Weeks ;

he was then put under the Care of a skilful Bone-
fetter,
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{étter, who finding the Bones knit and grown
crooked, and that it would be neceflary to break
them again, in order to fet them right, and withal
confidering the hot Seafon of the Year (in Fuly) he
apprehended his Patient’s being thrown into a Fe-
ver that might prove fatal. But the Boy being
made to drink copioufly of Tar- Water, this pre-
vented or leflened the Fever in fuch fort, that the
Bones were broke and fet again, and the Cure pro-
ceeded as eafily and fpeedily as could be wifhed.

I have known feveral Inftances of Bruifes and
Wounds cured by Tar-Water. A Perfon in my
Neighbourhood ran over by a Horfe was much
bruifed, and cured only by drinking Tar-Water.
Another knocked down with a Mallet, thereupon
thrown into a violent Fever, and given for dead ;
another wounded with an Axe, fo that his Life was
thought in danger, were both recovered by the Ufe
of Tar-Water; which, as it is fovereign againft
Gangrenes and Fevers, hath great Succefs n all
Sorts of Wounds, Contufions, and Fractures, being
taken throughout the whole chirurgical Procefs,
along with whatfoever other Methods or Remedies
are applied.

Tar-Water operates varioufly. In Dropfies and
Bruifes it hath been known to work by purging.
The ftronger Kind being ufed as a Wafh, 15 good
againft ulcerous Eruptions,  But in all Cafes where
the Lotion is ufed, I believe the drinking of Tar-
Water might alone fuffice, albeit the Sores may be
longer withering and drying away. _

There is a certain Age or Time of Life, when the
female Sex runs no {mall Risk from the ceafing of
their natural Evacuations, In this Cafe Tar-Water
is a good Prefervative, purifying the Blood, and
clearing it from that cancerous Tendency, which it

is fomerimes fubject to, about that time, I take it
to
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to be a Specific in all cancerous Cafes, even the
bleeding Cancer, efteemed incurable by Phyficians,
hath been cured by Tar-Water,

In Difeafes peculiar to Women it is of no fmall
Ufe. Several who had fuffered much by Accidents
in Child-bearing, have found themf{clves relieved by
Tar-Water, In all Sorts of Tumours, Wens, and
praeternatural Excrefcences, it hath been found an
excellent Remedy. ' ;

Many dangerous Symptoms, and even fudden
Death are often owing to a Polypus, in fome or
other of the Vefiels, through which the Blood cir-
culates, than which 1t feems there 1s no inward Caufe
of Death or Difeafe more to be dreaded and guard-
ed againft ; how many drop down dead in our
Streets, or at Table, or in the mid{t of Bufinefs or
Diverfions ? how many are found dead in their Beds?

Tremors, Palpitations of the Heart, irregular
Pulfes, Apoplexies, fudden Deaths, often proceed
from a flow, ftagnating, interrupted Motion, or
ftoppage of the Blood, 1n its Circulation through
the Body ; and there feemeth to be no Caufe fo cer-
tainly productive of obftru¢ted Circulation, as the
Polypus, a Cafe, perhaps, much more frequent
than is commonly imagined, Morgagni, the cele-
brated Profeflfor at Padra, and moft eminent Ana-
tomift, who was fuppofed to have diflected more
human Bodies than any Man living, aflured me,
above thirty Years ago, that in the far greater Part
of fuch Bodies, he found Polypufes, if not in the
Ventricles of the Heart or larger Veflels, yet in
fome other Veflel or Cavity ; to which he attributes
many Diforders, and which he fuppofed to be form-
ed by the obftruéted Motion of the Blood. To
prevent this, he difluaded from all tight Ligatures,
efpecially in Sleep, unbuttoning the Neck and
Wrift-bands of his Shirt every Night, a Practice he

had
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had learned (as he faid) from his Mafter, the famous
Malpighi.

When the Circulation is once quite ftopped, no-
thing can reftore it, which would be the fame thing
as reftoring a dead Man to Life, and in Prc:-p-::nrtmn,
as the Circulation of the Bl{}nd 1s ﬁbﬁru&ﬂd, the
Body is difordered. Total Obftruétion is Death 3
partial Obftruction is Difeafe. The Polypus there-
fore is always hurtful, if not mortal. It is, indeed,
matter of ferious Reflexion, that we may pmbdbly
carry about with us a Principle of Death, always
at work within, and of a Nature fo vmientand
fudden in its Effects, fo hard to come ar, and fo
difficult to fubdue.

It may well be thought at firft View, a vain Un-
dertaking, to attempt to diflolve a flefhy or mem-
branous Subftance, fo latent and inacceflible, by
common Means or Medicines. But, as Tar- Wdtt:r
hath been undoubtedly known to diffolve and dif-
perfe Wens, and other flethy or membranﬂus Tu-
mours, in the outward Parts of the Body *, having
been drank and circulated with the Blnod, :t {huuid
feem by a Parity of Reafon, that it may alfo dif-
folve and put an End to thofe Concretions that
are formed in the Ventricles of the Heart or Blood
Veflels, and fo remove one great Caufe of Apo-
plexies and fudden Death ; and what cures may
prevent, [ have been the longer on this Subjett,
for the fake of many who lead fickly L.ives, as
well as feveral who are fnatched away by untimely
Death.

Univerfally, in all Cafes where other Methods
fail, I could wilh this of Tar-Water was tried. It
hath been fometimes known, that the moft inve-
terate Head-aches, and other nervous Diforders,

* See the Effets of Tar. Water, Se&t 228, and zz2q,
B2 that

9
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that would yield to no other Medicine, have been
cured by a Courle of Tar-Water, regularly and con-
ftantly purfued.

Whereloever pure Blood or Plenty of Spirits are
wanting, it may be concluded from manifold Ex-
perience, that Tar-Water is of fingular Benefit.
Several Perfons have acknowledged themfelves to be
much fitter to go through Bulinefs or Study from
the Ule of it

Nor is it only medicinal to human Kind: it is
allo of no fmall ufe in the Curing of brute Ani-
rnals. It hath been tried on feveral Kinds, particu-
larly with great Succefs in the late epidemical Dif-
temper of our Horfes. And 1 have been credibly
informed, that being drank in plenty, it hath re-
covered even a glandered Horfe, that was thought
incurable.

And as it is of fuch extenfive ufe, both to Man
and Bealt, it fhould feem, that a Tub of Tar-Wa-
ter conftantly fupplied in a Market-Town, would
ferve, in fome fort, for an Hofpital. Many other
Drugs are not eafily got, this is every where plenty
and cheap ; many are of a doubtful Nature, thisof
known Innocence ; others foon perifh, this lafts
for Years, and is not the worle for keeping. This,
i fhort, 1s a Medicine for the common People,
being a fafe and cheaﬁ Remedy, for fuch as cannot
afford to be long fick, or to make ufe of coftly
Medicines. :

A Patient who drinks Tar-Water, muft not be
alarmed at Puoftules or Eruptions in the Skin ; thefe
are good Symptoms, and fhew the Impurities of the
Blood to be caft out. It is alfo notamifs to obferve,
that, as Tar-Water by its altive Qualities doth
ftir the Humours, entering the minuteft Capillaries,
and diflodging Obltructions, 1t may happen that
this working fhall fometimes be felt in the Limbs,

or
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or difcharge itfelf in a Fit of the Gout, which, how-
ever difagreeable, proves falurary.

I am credibly informed of feveral ftrange Con-
veyances, which Tar- Water hath found our, where-
by to difcharge Impurities from the human Con-
fticucion. A Perfon who had been ina bad ftate
of Health above twenty Years, upon a Courfe of
Tar-Water was thrown into a moft extraordinary
Fit of an Ague, and from that time recovered a
good State of Health. An old Gentleman in the
County of Cork, who for a long time had been a
Valetudinarian, affli¢ted with many Infirmities, be-
ing advifed to drink Tar-Water, found himfelf re-
lieved, but it produced and foon cured a Pthiriafis
or loufy Diftemper, in which the putrid Humours
having difcharged themfelves, left him quite found
and healthy.

In a Courfe of Tar-Water, if any Diforder hap-

ens from fome other Caufe, as from Cold, from
the ufe of ftrong Liquors, from a Surfeit, or fuch
like Accident, it would not be fair to impute it
to Tar-Water 5 and yet this hath been fometimes
done.

The Effets of Vomiting occafioned by Tar-
Water are not to be apprehended. Some ure dif-
couraged from drinking becaufe their Stomachs
cannot bear it, But when it takes a turn towards
working upwards, Nature, by that very way, hath
been often known to carry on the Cure. A worthy
Gentleman, Member of Parliament, came into my
Neighbourhood, in the Autumn of the Year 17503
he was cacheltic and extremely reduced, fo that his
Friends thought him near his End. Upon his ¢n-
tering into a Courfe of Tar-Water, it produced a
prodigious Vomiting, which weakened him much
for the prefent ; but perfifting to continue the Ule

B 3 thereof
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thereof for about two Months, he was reftored to
his Health, Strength and Spirits,

Tar-Water is very diuretic, thereby preventing
Stone and Gravel, and carrying off by Urine, thofe
Salts that might otherwife occafion Fevers, Rheu-
matifms, Dropfies, Head-aches, and many other
Diforders, if retained in the Blood. Hence, fome
have apprehended a Diabetes, from the continued
Ule thereof, but it is fo far from caufing a Diabetes,
that it hath been known to cure that Diforder,

The Contititution of a Patient fometimes requireth
during a Courfe of Tar-Water, that he take Water
and Honey, allo rofted Apples, ftewed Prunes and
other Diet of an opening Kind. A Hint of this is
fufficient. If the Reader now and then meets with
fome Remarks, contained in my former Writings
on this Subject, he may be pleafed to confider, I
had rather repeat than forget what I think ufeful to
be known. i caled v :

Some, endeavouring to difcourage the Ufe of
T'ar- Water in England, have given out that it may
indeed be ferviceable in freland, where People live
on fuck low Diet as four Milk and Potatoes, but it
cannot be of the fame Service in England, where
Men are accuftomed to a more liberal and hearty
Food ; and indeed it muft be owned, that the
Pealants in this Ifland, live but poorly, but no
People in Europe live better (in the Senfe of Eat-
ing and Drinking) than our Gentry and Citizens ;
and from thefe the Inftances of Cures by Tar-Water
bave been chiefly taken. Thofe who would con-
fine its Ule to the moift Air and poor Diet of
Ireland, may be afiired that all over Europe, in
France, and Germany, Italy, Portugal, and Holland,
Tar- Water works the fame Effects, 'In both Nowzh
and South, in Wef and Eaft-Indies, it hath been
' ' - ufed
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ufed and continues to be ufed with great Succefs.
It hath reached all our Colonies both on the Con-
tinent and the Iflands, and many Barrels of Tar-
Water have been fent from Amflerdam to Batavia;
of all which I have had authentic Accounts. But
its Ule 1s no where more confpicuous than at Sea,
in curing that Plague of fea-faring Perfons, the
Scurvy, as was found in the late Attempt to difcover
a north-weft Paffage ; and (as I doubt not) will be
found as oft as it is tried. Every Ship in his Ma-
jelty’s Navy fhould always have a Vefiel of Tar-
Water upon Deck, for the Ufe of the Sailors, both
-in the Scurvy and other Maladies.

It is indeed a Medicine equally calculated for all
Climates, for Sea and Land, for rich and poor,
high and low Livers; being, as hath been elfe-
where mentioned, a Cordial which doth not heat;
a peculiar Privilege this, and of excellent Ule.
That it 1s a Cordial, is manifeft from its cheering
and enlivening Quality, and that it is not heating,
is as manifeft, from its fingular Ufe in all Cales
where the Blood is inflamed. As this Medicine
imparts a genial friendly Warmth, fuited to the
human Conftitution, thofe who pafs through a
Courfe of Tar-Water, would do well not to in-
creale fuch friendly Warmth to an inflaming Heat,
by a wrong Regimen of high-feafoned Food and
ftrong Liquors, which are not wanted by the Drink-
ers of Tar-Water. There is a certain Degree of
.Heat neceflary to the Well-being and Life of Man.
More than this will be uneafy, and this Uneafinefs
indicates a proper Choice of Diet, _

I have mylg:lf' drank above a Gallon of Tar-
‘Woater in a few Hours, and been cooled and re-
covered from a Fever by it.  So many Inftances of
the fame Nature 1 have known, as would make it
evident to any unprejudiced Perfon, that Tar-

B4 Wateg
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Water 1s a cooling Medicine 3 of which Truth I
am as thoroughly convinced, as it is poffible to be
of any Theorem in Phyfic or natural Science.

The Unfuccelsfulnels of other Methods, fhould
rather be an Encouragement than a Bar to the T'rial
of Tar-Water. A young lady, Daughter to a
worthy Gentleman near Cork, had been long af-
flicted with a grievous Pain in her Side, and having
had the beft Advice that could be got, was not
relieved until the drank™ Tar-Water, which quite
removed her Pain. Some time after fhe was again
feized with the fame Diforder, but returning to the
Ufe of Tar-Water, fhe grew well and ftill con-
tinues fo.

A Woman turned out of the Infirmary at Cork,
as incurable, becaufe the would not fubmit to the
cutting off her Leg, came to Cloyne, where fhe
continued half a Year drinking Tar-Water, and
living upon Bread and Milk, by which Courfe fhe
recovered, and went to Service,

There is at prelent, while I am writing, a moft
remarkable Cafe here at Cloyne, of a poor Soldier
in a Dropfly, whofe Belly was {woln toa moft im--
moderate Size. He faid he had been five Months
in an Hofpital at Dublin, and having tried other
Methods in vain, left it to avoid being tapped. It
1s a Fortnight {ince he came to Cloyue, during which
Time he hath drunk two Quarts of Tar-Water
every Day. His Belly is now quite reduced: his
Appetite and Sleep which were gone are reftored :
he gathers Strength every Moment @ and he who
was defpaired ﬂf feems to be quite out of Danger,
both o mimfelf, and to all who fee him. Itis re-
markable, that upon drinking the Tar-Water, he
yoided feveral Worms of a very extraordinary Size.
This Medicine, which is obferved to make fome
Perfons coitive, 1s to hydropic Patients a ftrong

Purge.
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Purge. The prefent is but one of feveral Inftances,
wherein the Dropfy hath been cured by Tar-Water ;
which 1 never knew to fail in any Species of that
Malady.

I am very credibly informed, that an aged
Clergyman of AMaidfione in Kent, being reduced to
the laft Extremity by the Gout in his Stomach, after
baving tried ftrong Liquors, and the Methods
ufual in that Cafe without Succefs, betook himfelf
to drink a vaft Quantity of warm Tar- Water, ttill
replenithing and letting it take its Courfe 3 by which
it pleafed God to deliver him from the Jaws of
Death,

A Gentleman in the County of Clare, near Eunis,
had a Fever and Pleurify, and Inflammation of the
Lungs, being at the laft Extremity, and given over
by two Phyficians, he was advifed to drink Tar-
Water, which he did, eight Quarts. Next Morn-
ing one of the Doctors asking at what Hour his
Patient died ? to his great Surprife found he was
recovered. This I had from a Parliament-Man his
Neighbour, '

When the yellow Fever (as it was called) raged
in the /7ef-Indies, the Negroes, with a Tub of
Tar-Water in their Quarters, did well : but fome
of the better Sort miicarried, among whom the
Phyfician himfelf lay at the Point of Death ; but
his Brother recovered him by pouring down his
Throat in Spoonfuls, {ome of the fame Liquor that
recovered the Negroes. The Faét was related to
me by a Gentleman who was then in the Ifland of
St. Chriftopher’s, and knew it to be true.

A Phyfician himfelf, not long fince affured me,
he had cured an Ulcer in the Bladder, by ordering
his Patient to drink Tar- Water, when he had tried
all other Methods in vain, and thought the Cafe
incurable

But
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But it would be endlefs to relate the Effeéts of
Tar-Water, in delperate Cafes. The Recovery of
Mrs. #ilfon, Daughter to the late Bithop of London,
from a lingering hopelefs Diforder, was a noted
Cafe, and attefted to by his Lordfhip. I have
even been informed upon good Authority, of two
or three Inftances, wherein Perfons have been re-
covered by Tar-Water, after they had Rattles in
the Throat.

In certain Cafes, a fmaller Quantity of Tar-
Water hath proved ineffectual, when a larger hath
perfected the Cure. A Woman of Clayne got cold
after Child-bearing, which occafioned a great Pain
in her Thigh, Swelling alfo and Rednefs ; the con-
tinued in great Torment above three Weeks, She
then began to drink Tar-Water, but not drinking
much fhe did not perceive much good ; and when
there was not any Hopes of her Life, the was per-
fuaded to try what a Gallon a Day might do ; upon
this the grew better, the Swelling broke and ran; no
Drefling was ufed but Tar, and no Wathing but
Tar-Water, until fhe was quite recovered.

In Ailments of an odd and untried Nature, it
may be worth while to try Tar-Water. In Proof
of this many Inftances might be given. A Gentle-
man with a wither’d Arm had it reftored by drink-
ing Tar-Water.  Another who, by ruanning his
Head againft a Poft, had a Concuffion of the Brain
attended with very bad Symptoms, recovered by
drinking Tar-Water after other Medicines had failed.
In my own Neighbourhood, one had loft the ufe of
his Limbs by Poifon, another had been bitten by a
mad Afs ; thefe Perfons drank Tar-Water, and their
Cure was attributed to 1t.

When Tar-Water is copioufly drank in Fevers,
the great Danger to be guarded againft, is an ex-

ceflive Flow of Spirits, which excites the Patient to
; talk
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talk and divert himfelf with Company, which may
produce a Relapfe ; of this I have known fatal
Effets. |

If in a Courfe of Tar Water the Patient fhould
find himfelf heated, let him abftain from or leffen
‘his Dofe of fpirituous and fermented Liquerss for

Tar-Water alone never heats.

In chronical Diforders it is not advifeable, to
break off a Courfe of Tar-Water at once, but rather
to diminifh the Quantity by Degrees,

The Acid alone hath not the medicinal Virtues
of Tar-Water. This is agreeable to Reafon and
Experience, as well as the Opinion of the ableft
Judges. Doctor Linden juftly oblerves, ¢ that when
‘¢ the empyreumatic Oil is entirely feparated from
¢ the Acd, itis not in any Shape fuperior to any
<« other diftilled Acids or Vinegars whatfoever.”
Treatife on Selter Water, p. 307. |

* That extraordinary Virtues thould be contained
in Tar-Water, will not feem ftrange, if we confider
that Pitch is nothing elfe but hardened Tar, or Tar

* Something of this Nature hath been long expeited, and
hoped for, if we may credit that learned Chymift Dr.
Linden, « at laft (faith he) the long delayed Wifhes of the
“ molt eminent Men of the Faculty are fulfilled, in the B. of
“ C—yne’s Difcovery.” See Treatife on Selter Water, p. 303.
Again ((peaking of empyreumatic Qils of Plants) he hath
thefe Words, ¢ There has always prevailed 2 Notion among
¢ the Chymifts, and particularly with Paracelfus and his Fol-
« lewers, that in thofe Oils there lay a great Secret undif-
« covered. This Notion was occafioned by the ftrange
¢ Effects which a fmall Quantity thereof hath upon the human
¢ Machine. Several have been very diligent to difcover this
*¢ Secret, and to find out a Method to adminifter thefe Qils
““ with Safety ; yet nothing was performed falutary, until the
“ B. of C. difcovered to us the Tar-Water, to him alone we
““ are indebted, for rendering the empyreumatic Oils a fafe

% Medicine, in every refpett.” Iid. p. 30z,
£ drained
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