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they think will afford gratification to the Public, or be wleful to the Arts

Loxbox, Fune 1, 1798,

PROSPECTUS

NEW PERIODICAL WORK,

INTITLED -

THE | PHILOSOPHICAL MAGAZINE.

 Nec aranearum fane textus ideo melior, quia ex fe fila gignunt. Nec nofter vilior, quia

ex alicnis libamus pt apes, JustT. Lies. Monit. Polit. lib.i. cap. 1.

—

TO THE PUBLIC.

NGTWITHST&NDING the preflent cnlargﬁl ftate of Science, the

‘Public .in general have very little opportunity of heing early acquainted with

the improvements which are daily made in the different branches of Human
Knowledge. A want of this kind, in a country like Great Britain, where the

Arts and Manufa&ures, fo much dependent on thefe improvements, are be-

come of the highelt importance to the National Welfare, cannot be a matter
of indifference.  To fupply this want, therefore, the prefent Work is under-
taken : and the Conductors flattér themfelves that, though fome Publications
of a fimilar kind are already in exiftence, there will fill be fufficient room

for theirlabours ; and that the Plan which they have adopted, if not entirely

pew, will at lealt have the merit of being more extenfive than any ever yet
propofed. As it would be fuperfluous to enlarge on the utility of fuch an

-undertaking, they will withouat further apology give the following Outlines

of their Plan, which they fubmit to the confideration of the Public in genc.
ral, and in particular of thofe who are fond of cultivating the Philofophi-
cal Sciences,—— _

AS the improvements made in the Arts and Sciences on the Continent

. are, for the moft part, configned in the firlt inltance to the Tranlactions of

Academies, Works too dear to be purchaled by Readers in general, and
written, befides, in languages with which few are acquainted, the Conductors
bave opened a correfpondence with the different countries of Lurope, by
which they will be enabled to obtain thefe Works as foon as they are pub-
lithed ; aud they intend to fele¢t and tranflate from them f{uch Pupers as

and
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'fﬁlafuf:hcrs and Mechanics; and they truft I;I_:a-t 't liberality with wrhic_]i

they are determined to execute their plan, will fecure them that apprabation
from the Public which it will be their cmﬁant,gn’dbavc@ur to deferve. e
With regard to what may be called New Difcoveries, or Inventions, the
Conduftors think it neceflary to fay a few words by way of explanation. As
this Work is defigned for the ufe of the common ranks as well as of tHe
learned, and as there are many things in Natural Philofophy, Chemiftry, and
the Arts, which though already known to a few, are fiill unknown to num-
bers who have not enjoyed the fame opportunities, the Condudiors will not

hefitate to recur for articles of information to Foreign Works publifhied fome

time ago, when they can find Papers which have never been tranflated into
Englith, or which are not fufficiently known in this country. One great
advantage arifing from this will be, that many improvements, conneéted with

‘or founded on others made feveral years ago, will be better illuftrated ; for
it is well known to thole who have been in the habit of reading the Foreign

Fhilefophical Journals, or the Tranfactions of Learned Societies, that there ase
many Papers given in them which have a reference to preceding Papers, and

‘which the Authors take it for granted muft be known to every Reader. In

attending to this peint, however, care will be taken not to fill the Work with
uninteretting matter, and to give that which is neweft in preference to what
may be of an older date—unle(s particular circumiiances, or the important
nature of the fubjeéls, fhould render it necellary to reverfe this arrangement.

The fubjefts which the Conduftors mean to comprehend in this: Journal,
are, Natural and Experimental Philofophy, Chemifiry, Economics, Natural
Hitiory, Mechanics, Geography, Statiftics, Aftronomy, Meteorology, An-
tiquities ; and, in a word, every thing that relates to Science, the Liberal and
the Fine Arts, Trade, Manufactures, and Agriculture,

Under the head of Economics (a fubjeét teo much neglefted in this
country), articles will be introduced which the Conduétors have realon fo
think will be highly gratifying to their Readers. As it would require moze
room than can be well fpared in a Profpeftus to particularize them, the
Conduétors will confine themfelves to the mention of one which they con-

_eeive to be of the greateft impertance to mankind in general. Few of the

moft common neceffaries being free from adulteration, with articles often
highly prejudicial to health, chemical modes of deteéting fuch mixtures will
occafionally be given, and, where poflible, means for feparating them, In
fhort, every thing that can promote the health, convemence, or comfort of

_domeltic life will meet with the utmoli a;;e.ntli,gn.

In the end of each Number it is intended, as far as materials can be found
for the purpofe, to give ihort notices of New Difcoveries and Improvements ;
as it will often happen that thefe can be obtained before a complete account
pf them has been publifhed. Such information muft, at any rate, be grati-
fying to the curions ; bat care will be taken that the articles communicated
in this way thall be of fome utility or importance. ' The Deaths of Men who
have rendered themfelves eminent either 1o Science or the Arts will allo be
announced, with a thort account of their Lives and Works, when it can be

rocured.  Some account will likewile be given of valuable New Books re-
fat,:f.ng to Science, and extracts will be occalionally made from them,

As
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Asmany articles, in a Work of this kind, muft necellarily require to be
‘iMluftrated with Plates, it is intended that' each Number of the Journal fhall
“contain three at leaft. That this part of the Work may afford as much
fatisfaction to the Public as poffible, the Conduétors have engaged a Draft{~
‘man and an Engraver of the firlt emingnce ; and they flatter themfelves that
they fhall be able to give Plates, which, in regard both to correéinefs of
defign and neatnefs of execution, will be fuperior to any that ever yet ap-
peared in Works on the fame fubjeéts.

-

Th'c Condu&ors having now given the Outlines of their Plan, take the

diberty of foliciting the fupport of the Public to a Work, which they flatter
themielves will be of confiderable benefit to the community, and to every
individual interefted in the progrefs of Science. They eannot help here
woblerving, that yonng perfons, of every defcription, who with to improve
themfelves in the Philofophical Sciences, will find it of the wwmott urlity 5
as it will be the conftant care of the Conduétors, while they gratify
withes of the Learned, to infert alfo fome Papers fuited to more flender
gapacities, and f{uch s may at the fame time unite amufement with inftroe-
tion. They will Lere find brought together in one peint of view a variety
-of matter collefted at great expence, and with much labour, from Works
which in general they can have no opportunity of fecing ; and will thus
eafily acquire information refpeéting the newelt and moft important Dif-
eoveries either in Science or the Arts. That the Work may be of more
benedit to this clafs of Readers, the Conduors will ofien recur to firft prin-
‘ciples ; and the young Philofopher will, therefore, be thus infenfibly led te
a E.nuwicdge of the different {ubjeéls, even though he may not have pre-
vioully puriued a regular courfe of Philofophical Studies. The prefent is an
age of enquiry ; and it is certainly far better that young minds fhould be
engaged with fuch ﬂh{'ﬂ&ﬁ as will form the fubjeét of this journal, than in
being bewildered with {peculations, which often miflead” inftead of en-
lightening ; and which, far from rendering men wifer, induce them lometimes
to engage in plans, deftruétive to themielves, and burtful to fociety.

% * The Firft Number of this Journal, price 25 (to be continued
monthiy) containing feven fheets oftavo fize, neatly printed on a fine wove
demy paper, and illuftrated with four Plates, will appear on the zoth in-
Ranot. :

—e——
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