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IF GOD §0 LOVED US, WE OUGHT ALSO TO LOVE ONE
ANOTHER.

REAT ER injuftice cannot be done to the dotrines

of Chriftianity, than to fuppofe them barren fpecula-

tions, fubje&s intended only for the meditations of the
pious in their clofets, or the controverfies of the learned in
their writings ; and iffuing in no conclufions for the benefit
of fociety, and the comfort of mankind. The contrary is
happily evinced by the words juft read, in which, allufion is
made to the incarnation of the Son of God, as the great
inftance of the divine love toward us; and that love pro-
pofed as the principle and the pattern of our love toward
our neighbour. ¢ If God fo loved us,” that he ¢ fent
¢ his Son to be the propitiation for our fins”—{fuch are
the words immediately preceding the text—then, ¢ we
¢ ought alfo to love one another.” We might afk him,
in whom zeal for the welfare of his fellow-creatures burns
B with
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with the brighteft and moft ardent flame, what his patriotic
and generous heart could with more, than that men might
be brought to this blefled temper of mind ? Did 1t but pre-
vail in its full extent, it would reform the world at once.
Tranfgreflion would ceafe, and with it much of our mifery
and trouble. ‘The reign of righteoufne(s and happinefs
would commence, and paradife be, in great meafure, re-
ftored upon earth. St. Paul affigns the reafon, in very few
words ; ¢ Love worketh no ill to its neighbour*;” it can
work him no ill ; it can never injure him in his perfon, his
bed, his property, or his character: it cannot fo much as
conceive a defire for any thing that belongs to him. But it
refteth not content with negatives. It not only worketh
him no ill, but it muft work for him all the good in its
power. Is he hungry? It will give him meat. Is he
thirfty ? It will give him drink. Is he naked? It will
clothe him. Is he fick ? It will vifit him. Is he forrow-
ful ? It will comfort him. Is he in prifon? It will go to
him, and, if poffible, bring him out. Upon this ground,
wars muft for ever ceafe among nations, diffentions of every
kind among lefler focieties, and the individuals that compofe
them. All muft be peace, becaufe all would be love. And
thus would every end of the incarnation be accomplifhed ;
good will to men, peace on earth, and to God on high glory
from both.

* 1 Rom. xiii. 10

In
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. In the farther profecution of the fubjet, your attention
is requefted to a few obfervations on the mofsve propofed by
St. John for the duty of charity; and the belt manner of
performing the duty upon that motive.

Many feem to think, that if charity be but fhewn, the
motive is a matter of indifference. It may be fo to the
party receiving, but not to the party beftowing. A fick
perfon is equally benefited, whether he, who fits by his bed-
fide, fits there from real affection, or with defign to make a
will in his own favour. Nothing can determine the fter-
ling worth of an aion, but a knowlege of the motive
upon which it is performed. Here, then, we fhould be
very careful not to deceive ourfelves. We thould deal fair-
ly, and fearch our hearts to the bottom. In the day of
inquifition and retribution, he who made them, and there-
fore knows what is in them, will certainly do fo. Men
and angels, on that day, will be made acquainted not only
with all we have done, but with the true reafons why we
did it; and the tranfactions of human life will be found far
other than they feem. Nay, there are, even now, men of
the world, endowed with fagacious and penetrating minds,
who, judging partly from what they experience in them-
felves, and partly from what they have obferved in others,
are not eafily impofed upon. By knowing a perfon’s ge-
neral character, and laying circumftances together, they

B2 will
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will give a fhrewd guefs at what is paffing within, and not be
led to take the oftenfible motive for the real. Some French
authors, and, after them, fome Englith ones, writing upon
this plan, have given a very unfavourable reprefentation in-
deed of human nature. ‘Their maxims are by no means uni-
verfally true ; but might be rendered ferviceable, if we
made ufe of them, not to cenfure otbers, but to examine our-
Jélves 5 not to judge our neighbours, but to let our own con-
{ciences plead, Guilty, or Not Guilty.

In the cafe before us, fome information is neceffary for
us all, left, after performing actions of charity, by perform-
ing them upon wrong and finifter motives, we become
expofed to the mortification of lofing their reward. We
may perform them merely becaufe there is a decency and
propricty in fo doing ; others perform them, and we fhould
be thought meanly of, were we to omit them: we may
perform them out of vanity, to acquire the chara&er of
benevolent ; a charater, to which, perhaps, upon the whole,
we have no good title : we may perform them out of envy,
left- a rival bear off the honour from us: we may perform
them to become popular, and ferve by them fome fecular
and political intereft: we may perform them in the way of
commutation for a favourite fin, in the praice of which
we have determined to continue, and hope thus to buy off
the punithment due to it, In this laft article we fhall find

ourfelves
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ourfelves grievoufly miftaken. In all the reft may be applied
the words of our Lord; ¢ You have your reward;” you
fought the praife of men; you obtained it: you fought not
the praife of God; you obtained it not.

THERE is yet another motive, concerning which the de-
termination is more difficult—When we perform an aé& of
charity, to efcape from the pain we feel at the fight of mife-
ry. We relieve the object; but it is, to relieve ourfelves. We
hear much of thefe fine féeelings, from perfons who reje&
with difdain the influence of a higher principle, God forbid we
fhould depreciate this humane and exquifitely tender fenti-
ment, which the beneficent author of our nature gave us, as
a {pur to remove the diftrefles of others, in order to get rid
of our own uneafinefs. But it has been juftly obferved, that,
«¢ where not ftrengthened by fuperior motives, it is a cafual
¢¢ and precarious inftrument of good, and ceafes to operate,
¢« except in the immediate prefence, and within the audible
< cry of mifery. This fort of feeling often forgets that any
«¢ calamity exifts which is out of it’s own fight, and though
¢ it would empty its purfe for fuch an occafional object as
<« roufes tranfient fenfibility, yet it feldom makes any ftated
«¢ provifion for miferies, which are not the lefs real becaufe
«¢ they do not obtrude upon the fight, and awaken the ten-

: ¢ dernefs.
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« dernefs of immediate fympathy. This is a fort of mecha-
<< nical charity, which requires fprings and wheels to fet it
¢ a going.” "

NoT fo the real chriftian charity, recommended in the
text to be performed upc~ anether motive — ¢¢ If God fo
¢¢ Joved us "—as he hath done—we ought alfo to love one

b

“ another : 7 A motive at once rational, pure, and per-

manent.

£l

‘ I sav, a rational motive. There is indeed a feeling and

an affeCtion in the cafe : but they are founded on the higheft
truth, and the ftrongeft reafon ; they are fixed and directed
by the judgment. A friend has done me the greateft fervice
in the world ; to his kindnefs I owe every good that I pof-
fefs, every comfort that I enjoy. His kindnefs I will there-
fore return through life, in every inftance which falls within
my power. This is the principle : it is, in thort, gratitude;
a principle, deftitute of which, in focial intercourfe, the
world itfelf fcarce allows to any perfon more than the name
of a man. Such is the idea univerfally entertained of ingra-
titude to a friend, a ben&fa&or, a mafter, a parent, a prince.
But does ingratitude, then, change it’s nature, and put off
it’s deformity, when the obje& is the beft of friends, the

* Thoughts on the Manners of the Great. P, 64,
molt
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moft generous of benefattors, the moft indulgent of mafters,
the tendereft of parents, and the moft gracious of princes ?
God has made us, and redeemed us; he has given grace,
and promifed glory. He afks no other return, but that we
love him; and as we can bring no advantage to him by fo
doing, that we transfer fuch love, for his fake, to our bre-
thren; and he places it to his own account. In thefe circum-
ftances, if we love not them, we cannot be deemed to love
him, In the whole compafs of our knowlege, there exifts
not, furely, a truth, which while it {peaks fo warmly to the
human heart, approves itfelf fo completely to the human
underftanding.

Tue motive is likewife pure. It originates from all that
is liberal, generous, and noble, in the foul of man. It has
been faid, There is a reward promifed ; and therefore it is
mercenary. But they who fay this feem not fufficiently to
have confidered the nature of the reward. I love my friend,
and defire of courfe, to be with him, to enjoy his company
and converfation, and to live in his prefence. In all this there
is nothing mercenary, nothing fenfual, or felfith.® Of fucha
kind is the reward promifed by our heavenly Friend. The

b # The felf-love which 2ims at the rewards of another life, is perfeétly con.

* fiftent with focial ; the rewar:s being promifed to thofe only who love their neigh-

“ bours as themfelves.” 5See p. 203. of the Reverend Mr. Whitaker’s Sermons on

Educatien, juft publifhed, which well deferve the attention of all who are concerned
in that ufefu] and honourable employment,

defire
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defire of it is no fign of the depravity, but of the exalta-
tion and perfection of our fouls. The body indeed will
have it’s fhare, but not in it’s prefent ftate. It will be re-
fined, it will be fpiritualized; by the working of an al-
mighty power, able to fubdue all things to itfelf, it will be
changed into the fame image, from one degree of glory to
another, and fathioned like unto that of it’s great Saviour and
Redeemer. The reward is intelletual and divine ; and would
be no reward toa perfon who was not himfelf become fo.
The motive therefore, notwithftanding the reward, is as
pure as it is rational.

AND it is as permanent as it is pure. Is vanity our motive
for charitable actions ? It may ceafe. Is worldly intereft ? it
may fail. Is fathion? It may vanith away. Is a feeling of
compafiion and {fympathy ? Such temperaments may change,
and often do fo. But the argument deduced from the love of
God towards us can never fail, any more than that love on
which it is founded. It meets us, when we arife in the
morning, and when we go to our repofe at night; when we
behold the heavens, and the earth, and all the hofts of them,
ferving our ncceffities, and miniftring to our enjoyments ;
when we find ourfelves furrounded by our families and our
friends; when we go out, and when we come in ; above all,
when, as now, we vifit his temple, and hear, from his blefled
word, the hiftory of thofe wonderful works that he has

wrought
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wrought, and of the felicity he has prepared for us in another
world, when this, in which we now live, fhall be pafied
away, and gone into perdition. Often as we acknowlege thefe
favours, and praife him for the mercy which endureth for
ever, the queftion fhould occur, How can I acknowlege
them, with what face can I praife him for them, if, after
fo much given, I am not ready, upon this principle, to give
to others ¢ Verily, our praifes, as well as our prayers, will
rife up in the judgment againft us, and condemn us.—No
—if we hope for final acceptance with our God, let us al-
ways, in our life and at our death, remember the inference
in the text, and act upon it—* If God fo loved us, we
¢t ought alfo to love one another,”

THE ftrength of this inference, and the hold it has taken
upon your minds, will appear this day, by the fupport
afforded to an Inftitution which needs fupport, and de-
ferves it.

IT needs fupport, as relying folely on the voluntary con-
tributions of well difpofed perfons, and muft drop, if they
are withholden. But it can never be—In this refpedt,
without incurring the charge of felf adulation, we may fay,
that all nations muft yield the palm to Englithmen, At the
firft call of the kind, they readily ¢ put their hands to the

C ¢ plough;”
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« plough ;” and when they have fo done, it is not their
cuftom to ¢ look back.”

THAT itdeferves fupport, you will all be convinced, when
it (hall have been briefly ftated to you, that the objeéts re-
lieved by it are poor; that they are women; that they are
married women, in the moft painful and perilous fituation ;

and that the relief is brought home to them, in their own
houfes.

Gobp could have ordained that all thould have been rich.
But he has not fo ordained. Poverty, with every other evil,
came in, upon man’s tranfgreflion. The alteration, which
then took place in the earth, rendered labour neceflary. If
none were poor, none would labour; and if fome did not
labour, none could eat. Difference there muft be in rank
and order; and the rich are not of more fervice to the poor,
than the poor to them. Equality of condition could not fub-
fift by the conftitution of nature, as the cafe has ftood fince
the fall. It muft be effeCted by a new way; by the difpenfa-
tion of love and charity. The indigence of fome muft be
helped by the fuperfluity of others. - ¢ The poor fhall never
¢¢ ceafe out of thy land,” fays the God of Ifrael to his favour-
ed people; ¢ therefore, I command thee faying, Thou fhalt
““ open thy hand wide to thy brother, to thy poor, and to

“ thy



(.

¢¢ thy needy, in thy land..” An opportunity of being blefied
is offered to the wealthy, and they fhould take particular
care not to let it pafs them unregarded ; for, ¢ Blefled is the
¢ man that confidereth the poor and needy.” In the fight
of God, we areall poor. ‘¢ He opencth his hand,” and from
it we receive, both for our bodies and our fouls, food and
raiment, medicine, liberty, and joy. Our Saviour himfelf,
rich in the poffeffion of all things vifible and invifible, yet
for our fakes became poor; he has directed us, in the per-
fons of the poor, to behold him, as prefent, and when they
folicit our charity, to beftow it accordingly. On the behalf
of poverty, more cannot be faid.

But it is peculiarly affli¢tive, when it falls upon the
weaker fex. At the fight of them in diftrefs, few hearts are
fo hard as not to relent, and fhew mercy and compaflion.
Formed originally from man, to man they of courfe look up
for fupport. It is his duty, and, in all civilized nations, it
has ever been his glory, to afford it. Their claim upon us is
indeed a juft one. They were created as help-mates, and
through life are found to be fuch. From the cradle to the
grave, from the fwaddling clothes to the winding fheet, we
are indebted to their good offices ; offices which can with
propriety be performed by them alone. By them is the bur-

A Deut. xv. 11.

Cra den
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den of cares domeftic and ceconomical taken off from us. The
tendernefs and fympathy of their nature alleviate our forrows,
their affection and fidelity double our joys.

THE perfons aflifted by our Benevolent Inftitution are mar-
ried women. For thofe in a fingle ftate, whom thoughtlefs,
unfeeling, cruel profligacy had feduced, and over whom
favage brutal luft had tyrannized for a time, and then caft
them, deftitute and forlorn, upon the public, where there
was none to help ; for fuch, I fay, when fufferings, and the
grace of God co-operating had led them to repentance, and
to feck forgivenefs, where we muftall feek it, at the hands of
a Redeemer—for fuch, a houfe of refuge has been opened,
and ample provifion made in it of all the affiftance requifite
for the purpofe. And a noble charity it is. ¢¢ There is joy
‘¢ in heaven over one finner that repenteth; ” there is a joy
-peculiar to the circumitance of the theep that is found, which
cannot happen, unlefs that fheep has been /off. But let us
not therefore, in the mean time, forget the wants fuftained
by fuch of the flock as, having not wandered, require at-
tention and provifion in the fold. ¢¢ Marriage is honourable:”
God has pronounced it to be fo, and man cannot render it
otherwife. By it’s offspring come the firength of kingdoms,
the eftablithment of thrones, and the upholding of the world,
Among the Romans, more than four ages elapfed, from the
foundation of their city, without any complaint, or procefs,

on
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on account of adultery; and it was not till the year 521,
that they faw the firft divorce ; when, though the caufec was
fpecious, the indignation of all Rome purfued the divorcer,
to the end of his days. Thefe men were heathens, but their
morals put Chriftians wofully to the bluth ! Let us not be
wanting in our endeavours to roll away the reproach which
lies fo feavy on the prefent generation by this inftance of re-
gard fhewn to the honeft and faithful married.

It is fhewn at a time when they moft need it—a time of
diftrefs and anguith, when they are fuffering under the fen-
tence pafled from the beginning ; when pains of body, for-
rows of heart, and terrors of imagination, afiail them with
combined forces; when the enemy compafles them round
about, and poverty has fet all help at a diftance. Their cries
have been heard by the Lord of Sabaoth, and he hath raifed
up friends to their affiftance. They have obtained mercy from
God to be ¢ faved in child-bearing ;* they fhould obtain it
from you. If it be true, as the wife man has obferved, that
¢ by.a woman came the beginning of fin, and through her
““ we all die;”
born, by a woman came the beginning of righteoufhefs, and
¢« through her we all //ve.” ¢ I am come,” fays that Saviour
himfelf, ¢ that ye might have life; and that ye might have
‘“ it more abundantly.” Evil is fwallowed up by goed 5 and
it muft be through our own fault, if we do not become

no lefs true it is, that when the Saviour was

gainera



gainers by our lofs. Sublime and beautiful is the exaltation
of Mary, upon the occafion, over the-great enemy—< My
¢ foul doth magnify the Lord, and my fpirit hath rejoiced
« in God my Saviour. For he hath regarded the lowlinefs
«¢ of his handmaiden. For behold, from henceforth, all ge-
<« nerations fhall call me blefled. For he that is mighty hath
X magniﬁ*ed me, and hely is his name; and his mercy is on

¢ them that fear him, throughout all generations. ”
LasTLy, the perfons for whom your benevolence is this
day intreated, are not of the number of thofe wandring and
profeflional mendicants, %Wwwho meet yoll, at every turn, with
their clamorous and importunate petitions. Sober, and la-
borious, they are to be found at home ; quiet, tho’ wretch-
ed; vifited only by that charity, which like the influence of
heaven’s great luminary, penetrates into thc deepeft recefles,
and ¢ nothing is hidden from the heat thereof. ” Thither
our Inftitution goes to find them, and carries to their own
houfes the beft medical, and every 3 other neceffary affiftance.
By the fubfcriptions of a generous Public, Hofpitals have
been ereCted, gnd are fupported, for the fame purpofe.
Without in tl}ﬁg‘eaﬂ: depreciating them, or detracting from
their utility, it may yet be truly faid, that there are fome
{uperior advantages attending the prefent plan. The wife is
not abfent from her family, where, though, for a time, fhe
cannot herfelf do much, yet fhe can dire®t what is to be
done;
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done ; the hufband can go forth to his labour, not an-hou;'
of which can well be fpared ; he is not induced to fpend his

L

evenings abroad in public houfes, which may occafion his.
ruin, and that of his family ; being an eye witnefs to the
{forrows of his wife, the love between them is increafed;
and affection for the new born offspring will ftimulate him
afrefh to induftry.®

Avryi pofiible circumftances appear to concur in recom-
mending to your notice a {cheme thus calculated for the pre-
fervation of life, the relief of indigence, the honour of mar-
riage, the encouragement of population, and as a confe-
quence of all, the general welfare of fociety. It muft be ap-
proved, as foon as known; and when approved, it will be
encouraged. To thefe poor, but not the lefs valuable mo-
thers, in the hour of their utmoft diftrefs, and fharpeft an-.
guifh, open your hands, and open them wide. Whatever-
you beftow, it will be well beftowed, and properly expend-
ed. In every fenfe truly refpeltable, honourable and noble
are the perfons, who have been pleafed to take upon them-
felves the fuperintendence of the expenditure. Parfimony,.
at this time would be ceconomy ill placed indeed. Spare
fomething in the magnificence of your houfes, and fyle of

* See An account of the Benevolont Inflitution for the fole purpofe of delivering poor
married avemen at their oaen babitations, prinl:-:d in the year 1786. By this it ap-
pears, that fince the cftablifbment in 1780, g819g perfons have been delivered.

living,.
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livir oy - . t.c {plendor of your furniture, the coftlinefs of
yioir apphrel, the luxury of your tables, and your vifits. to,
public places; but in your charity {pare nothing. On the,
receipt of yourincomes, fet afide immediately fome certain.
portion for this purpofe. When objedts offer, there will be a

fund to draw upon : you will give cheerfully, and without

grudging ; you will always be giving, you will always have

fomething to give: and that which is fo given will be re-

turned to you, with increafe abundant and eternal, when, in

the fight of afflembled nations, and all the hofts of heaven, .
the faying will be venﬁcd—“ Blefled are the mcrmfu.l fni'.;
¢ they fhall obtain mercy.” |

THE END.



