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TO THE

RIGHT HONOURABLE

W I L& d 4. .M

EARL or SHELBURNE,

ONE OF

His MajesTY’s Principal Secretarics of State, &c.

My L OR D,

T the requeft of the Stewards of

the Lonpon Difpenfary, this Ser-

mon makes its appearance in the world.
By your Lordfhip’s permiffion it prefumes
to claim the honor of your patronage.
The humane fentiments which difpofed
your Lordfhip to become the prefident of
that charitable inftitution, I am perfuaded,
prevailed to extend your protection to
what, it was thought, might be a fupport
to the minds of the afHi¢ted, and induce
their fellow-creatures to beftow or en-

arge their contributions,
I . The
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‘The purity and fimplicity of the Gofpel
of CurisT were never calculated to excite
the admiration, or. court the acceptance
of the wife and prudent : but the ftreams
of the living fountain of truth, flow-
ing in benevolence and charity to the
fons of men, have aftonifhed and over-
whelmed even the objections of its mofk
inimical oppofers.

If there were any thing prejudicial fo
the interefts of mankind, or that could,
poflibly, hurt the beft feelings of an in=
dividual, it would Have been il-judged’td
- have “commended it to your Lordfhip’s
proteCtion. But it muft be allowed, that
to bear the charaéter of perfons, to whom
the Judge of quick and dead willt fay; I
was an hungred and ye gave me nycah, .
naked and ye clothed me, and fick and xe:
vifited me; neither n_the mrjﬁ_fqyious_alli_'_*
moments of life, in an hour of death, or.
day of judgment, can be a dithonour to
+he moft exalted ftation, or create remorfe
in the moft feeling mind.

At this alarming crifis of public affafih:ts,
when, by the providence of Gop, it has
pleafed His Majefty to place your Lord-
fhip in fo diftingyifhed a fitvation, that the

eyes
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eyes of Europe, and hopes of the Britifh
nation are raifed towards you, permit me,
my Lord, to exprefs my warmeft withes
that your Lordfhip may be directed by that
wifdom which cannot err, and that your
great abilities and exertions for the peace
and profperity of your country, may be
crowned with fuccefs, in reftoring it to its
former fplendor and greatnefs, and to a
happy, honourable, and permanent union
with our brethren in America,

I have the honor to be,

With the greateft refpect,

My Lorp,
Your Lorddhip’s moft obedient,

and moft humble Servant,

€harlsite Streety Portland Place,
: Mazca 28, 1782: -

HENRY PECKWELL.
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JOHN xi 3.

LoRrRp, BEHOLD HE WHOM THOU LOVEST
Is sICK !

TO the fountain of compaflion, a pe-
tition of this kind was never put up
without being heard,—was never heard
without being anfwered. Humanity will
lend an ear to the voice of diftrefs, but it
1s the genius of Chriftianity to enter into
its feelings—To fay who is weak, and I am
not weak—and fo mourn with them that
mourn. S0 Jefus wept.

B | The
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The Spirit which thus {fympathized in
the Redeemer, runs through his Gofpel.
It looks with pity. It {peaks with ten-
“dernefs. When efficacioufly directed to-
wards the fons of men, notwithftanding
it does not prevent their trials, or fteel
their fenfibility, 1t gives them more pa-
tience and a better fupport.—1It alters the
tendency and end of fuffering, even when
it does not either fufpend the blow, miti-
gate its force, ar harden the fufferer.

We find Lazarus, whom Jefus loved, as
liable to ficknefs as any other perfon. He,
who could as eafily have curbed the dif-
eafe as fet bounds to the raging ocean, or
becalmed the tempeftuous wind, chofe on
this occafion to permit it' to take its
courfe. That when 1t had done its ut-
moft, his glory might appear by a retalia-
tion on death, and a fuccefsful invafion
on the borders of the grave. Weaknefs
muft feck fome unguarded moment, or
unfortified fituation to fecure a victory.
Almighty power can always command
fuccefs. ’ To
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To illuftrate this general defign of af-
fliction and ficknefs being both permitted
and fanctified to the beft of men, I fhall
endedvour, in the firft place,

To inveftigate the charaller of a perfon
whom Jefus loved.

Secondly, To fhew the great privileges
that belong to him. And,

Thirdly, To eftablifth what this hiftori-
cal fact evinces—That neither the exalted
charalter he bears, nor the great privi-
leges he enjoys, can exempt him from
the fufferings which belong to humanity
—or the common accidents (as they are
called) of life—but, neverthelefs, that all
thefe muft eventually work together for
his good. |

After this you will permit me, I hope,
to urge the utility of a charity eftablifhed
to mitigate the {ufferings of the poor; to
ftop the fatal courfe of difeafe, and to re-
{tore to their mafters, friends, and fami.
lies, a fet of men who are at once the
fiches and finews of a commercial people.

B2 Firit,
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Firft, then, in order to inveftigate the
character of a perfon whom Jefus loves,
it will be neceflary to fhew what Chrift
hath done for him, in blefling him with
a hope that maketh not afbamed, becaufe the
love of God is fhed abroad in his beart by
the Holy Ghoft. For herein, we are told,
s love, not that we loved God, but that He
loved us.

By the love of Chrift upon this occa-

fion, I would not be underftood to mean
that general compaflion which he exer-
cifes to all creatures, or that love which
caufes our heavenly Father to make Abis
Jun to rife on the evil and on the good; and
to fend bis rain on the juft and on the unjuft ;
but a peculiar love which brought him-
{elf fiom heaven, fends his grace to men,
and faves their fouls from everlafting ruin
~—a love gracious in its defign, fovereign
and free in its application, wholefome and

@4 beneficial in its effeét——a love which dif-

fipates our forrows, combats defpondency,
- and drives away defpair.
From
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From thefe effets this character is to
be inveftigated, and fince the whole need
not the phyfician, but they who are fick, the
firft operation of this gracious principle
appears in convincing men of fin.

In the difpenfations of God towards
Ifrael, we learn, that be gave them a fiery
Jaw; and 1t 1s added, 2ea, be loved the
people. This law was revealed not to give
life, but to fhew fin; not to afford a re-
medy, but to point out a fatal difeafe. It
was added, 70 make fin appear exceeding fin-
ful; to make man feel his danger, to thut
up every avenue of efcape, except that
which was opened by the love of God.
This law therefore condemns and conc/udes
all under fin. 1t offers no pardon, it knows
no mercy. By works of righteoufnefs which
we bave done, 1t declares 7o man living can
be juftified, for we have all finned and coms
Jhort of the glory of Ged. A fenfe of this
is called conviction. In it is generally
laid the foundation of all the faving know-
ledge a perfon whom Jefus loves is blefled

with.
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with. Its genuine language is men and
brethren, what fhall I do to be faved 2 1t will
not admit of being diflipated by the idle;
or of being hufhed by the clamorous. If
difturbed by bufinefs or pleafure, 1t will
fettle agdin into a ferious enquiry of what
- fhall Ids to be fatved ?

It is my bufinefs, as an advocate for
truth, rather to declare whar 75, than what
ought to be y for there remaineth not the
fhadow of a doubt, but that in the diviné
law ¢ whatever is, is right.” Conviction,
therefore; fhews the neceflity of bringing
in a better hope, and gives a wound which
none but God can heal. To bind up the
broken in beart was Chriff anointed ; and,

Secondly, Them whom be bas loved awith
an everlafling love, he draws with loving
kindnefs, that they may acquaint themfelves
with God, and be at peace. 'The gofpel of
his grace points to the lamb of God whs
takes away the fins of the world; and thro’
his merit opens a way to avoid difgrace,
and to the enjoyment of eternal honour.

Turn«
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Turning to this firong hold the prifoner of
hope finds a refuge from the curfes of a
broken law, from the {word of incenfed
juftice, and from the wrath of an offended
God. There is no other name givven among
men whereby they can pe fazved. Other phy-
ficians are of no value. Jefus alone is
able to heal a broken heart: he bore in
his own perfon, imputatively, the guilt of
his people; aﬂmn’f_’jr, the punifhment due
to their crimes. Greater love can no man
fhew than to dic for bis friend ; but be died
Jor bis enemies, to reconcile them by his
death, and preferve them by his future life,
When this important truth is received by
faith, it evangelizes the heart, and effeta-
ally converts unto God—it produces a
manifeflt change of mind (werwe2) which
difpofes it to admire and to adore the di-
ving attributes, as they (hine forth and are
glorified in a crucified Redeemer.  Now,
and not before, earthly glory is eclipfed
and excelled. Chrit and he crucified
becomes the object of the finner's faith

his
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his love, and his joy. To him, zo live is
Chrift, to die is gain. Upon every view
that can be taken of a prefent life it ap-
pears, that to be diffolved and to be with
Chrift will be far better.

This change 1s fo neceffary, that with-
out it man cannot enter into the kingdom of
beaver. 'The happy effect of it is fincere
repentance, and a mourning for him
whom we have pierced. The defires of
the {oul become the requeft of the lip,and
of the converted finner it is faid as of
Paul, Bebold, be prayeth. When depth of
forrow, or a weight of guilt makes vocal
prayer too difficult a tafk, He that feeth
in fecret perceives and anf{wers the heav-
ing figh, or falling tear. Cdhtrition in
every fhape is acceptable: for thus faith
the high and lofty One that inhabiteth
eternity, whole name is Holy, I dwell in
the high and holy place; with him alfo
that is of a contrite and humble fpirit, to
revive the fpirit of the humble, and
revive the heart of the contrite,~——

Great
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Great as the compofition of this charatter
muft appear to a perfon whom Fefies loves,
he farther imparts a willing mind to be
obedient to his revealed will. Con-
vinced of fin; converted unto God, his
defire is, to devote to his fervice the pur=
ehafe of bis blood. He gave himfelf to ro-
deem from all iniquity, and purify wunto
himfelf a people zealous of good works. 'The
neceflity of good works i1s founded upon
the declaration of God. Their ufe is to
glorify his name, to ftrengthen the evi-
dences of his people; and to be beneficial
to mankind. They cannot procure his
favour, ot ftand the teft of his juftice.
They are fruits of his grace. They follow
upon our iuftification, which is free
through the blood and obedience of Jefus,
and are the native ftreams of whasfoever
is born of God. 'This zeal for the glory of
God, and the good of mankind, was moft
confpicuous in his charatter, who was
not only the facrifice for our fins, but the
great example fet before us to follow,—
C | and
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and it enters very deeply into that of a
perfon whom Fefus loves—~To this we are
all exhorted by himfelf, Le# your light fo
Shine before men that they fecing your good
works may glorify your Father who is in
Heaven.—Thus have I endeavoured to in-
veftigate, this amiable character, and fhall
fum it up in the words of the prophet
Micah, He loves mercy, he does juftly, be
walks bumbly with uis God.

In the fecond place I am to fhew the
privileges which belong to this perfon,
and here at firlt I muft exclaim with zbe
difciple whom Jefus loved, what manner of
love is this that we fhould be called the fons
of God ! a privilege which fecures his fa-
vour and protection, by every bond that
is held moft facred among men. It ex-
cites his pity, it claims his affection, it
encourages a prodigal to return with con-
fidence to bis father's houfe where there is
bread enough and to [pare.~Such is pater-
nal regard when divefted of human infir-
mity, that the fcriptures tell us, when &

RONAN
*



(B
woman fhall forget her fuckiy g child and not
remember the fon of her womb, our heavenly
father will never forget whom he loves,

and  has engraven on the palms of his
bands.

To this diftinguithing name may be
added, what the fame apoftle mentions
as the effe¢t of the faviour’s love.—RBa-
nifhed to the ifle of Patmos, for his fayi-
our’s and his confcience fake - where no
man cared for his foul, no creature was
near to folace his retirement. Solid re-
fleCtion of the goodnefs of his God, and
revelations of his favour {fweetened his’
flecting moments, and conftrained him to
cry out, To him that loved us and wafhed
us from our fins in bis own blood be glory for
ever more—~Where is the perfon who
knows his fins are blotted out, but will
heartily unite with this beloved apoftle.
‘To"him, to him, be all the glory who de-
voted his perfon to ignominy and fhame,
and pouréd out  his blood willingly and
chearfully, 70 wafb us from our Jin.  Ther

r - C 2 is
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is no condemnation ¥o him who is in Chrif?
Sefus, who Shall lay any thing to bis charge ¢
God jufti - ih.  Who is be that condemneth?
Chrift died. Free from guilt ; acquitted
by God ; happy in the fenfe of the remif-
fion of his fin, he enjoys @ peace which the

avorld can neither give nOr take away.
To the knowledge of forgivenefs of fin,
I will only add the privilege of being per-
fuaded that be 1 faithful who hath pre-
mifed, as unchangeable in his love as in-
flexible in his juftice. The happinefs of
this perfon does not ftand upon precari-
ous ground. The love of Chrift has re-
moved every objection to its continuance,
by putting an end to fin, and bringing in
an everlafling rzlgbfemﬁzeﬁ,_——by the foun-
tain that1s ﬁpened to wath away the guilt,
and thg grace that is exalted to fabdue the
power of iniquity.——Implanted in the
heart we find zhe fear of God, 10 prevent
a final departure from his truth and ways,
—and in ‘the record that God has given
of his covenant, 18 himfelf bound, never
tQ



Fo13)

to forfake bis people or ceafe to do them good.
—On thefe principles does the apoftle of
the gentiles triumphantly fay, I am per-
Jwaded that neither death, nor- life, nor
:mgfls nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things prefent, nor things to come, nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature fball be
able to [eparate us from the love of God,
qwhich 15 in befﬁ Fefus our Lord.

To thefe glorious views of redeeming
love, God forbid that we fhould remain
ftrangers, or that to fuch important ne-
ceflary faving truth, we fhould ftop our
ears. Living and dying without being
humbled for tranfgrefflion or turning unto
God, muit be attended with fearful look-
ing for of judgment, and followed by dread-
ful expreflions of God’s difpleafure. To
the arms of his mercy therefore let us
flee. Joy unfpeakable belongs to a be-
lieving foul, there is joy in beaven over a
repenting finner.

From thefe ineftimable privileges how-
ever, let it not be thought, will arife

either
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either an exemption from trouble, or an
infenfibility to it. It may be faid, that a
man beloved by this redeemer will be
fcreened from all fufﬁermg, or that his
heart will be fo gratefully affeéted by a
fenfe of an efcape from the juft.punith-
ment of his demerit, and of the greatnefs
and fecurity of his falvation, that what
deeply wounds others, will be to him but
as a blunt or fpent weapon, which mﬁead_
of piercing his armour will fall at his feet.
The hiftory of God's peop!e evinces the
contrary.—And it was eafy to thew,
Thirdly, Thatneither the exalted cha-
racter he 'bears, nor the great privileges
he enjoys, can exempt him from the com-
{ mon lot nf humamty | '
Trials are permitted for the wifeft pur-
{ pofes. They fucceed in all the different
| ftages, till we arrive at the laft in human
I; Jife. In this train is ficknefs. The effi-
jment caufe 1s God, the meritorious, fin.
‘Where no fin i, then the wicked ceafe from

| trauﬁf}!ﬁg, and “the weary are at reff. < As
' guilt,
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guilt, and danger, and punithment at.
tended fin, fo did ficknefs and pain. We
ought not however to imagine that they
who are afflicted are finners above others,
any more than were #be Galileans, Upon
whom the tower of Siteam fell.~Sicknefs is
as often fent to try the godly, as to pu-
nith the ungodly.—In both it will termi-
nate in the glory of God. -

In Job we fee the trial of patience, in
Abraham of faith, in Hezekiah the effe&t
of prayer, in the cafe of Lazarus of the
power of God. For neither the fupport
that was afforded Job, nor the friendthip
with which Abraham was honoured, the
lords care of Hezekiah, or his love for
Lazarus was appointed to prevent trials,
which reduced oneof them to fitand moan
upon a dunghill, and laid another leve]
with the duft.—AfiGion not only tries
the chriftian virtues of his people, and
gives glory unto God, but “ it teaches
““ us compaffion by the experience of for.
£ 1"0'w,” and fhews us how to follow his

fteps'
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ﬂeps Wh'o Jearnt not -nﬁiy vbedience but

fympathy by the things that be fuffered.
When it is net the will of God to pre<
vent, he will fanctify, overule, or relieve
our trials. As he is fovereign in the dif-
pofal of them and of his creatures, fo we
find him appoint agents for thefe purpo-
fes of his will, as may beft promote his
own glory and the good of his people:
Angels are miniftring fervants to the heirs
of falvation ; we fec one employed at the
pool of Bethefda, to ftir the water and
ympart the healing balm.—Prophets were
employed to inftruct the finful in the way
to peace ; and one of them was commif-
fioned to point out to the Kng of Ifrael
a remedy for his difeafe. In general how-
ever, men, confidered merely as of the
fame fpecies, are called upon by religion
and providence to exercife toward eachi
other that brotherly love and tendernefs
which fome always do, and every one
fooner or later may, ftand in need of —
But where even this compaffion fails; his
expedient
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expedient for relief does not. If Lazarus
fhould be neglected at a great man’s door,
unpitied and unrelieved, the very dogs
fhall be employed by him, whofe fervice
the lordly mafter is unworthy of, to
apply the only remedy to the unfor-
tunate man which they ever make ufe of
for themfelves, fulfilling, as it were, while
 the rich man forgets, the duty of doing as
he would be done unto.

Thefe confiderations of prefent fupport
ahd future good, lead me to urge the uti.
hty of the charity for adminiftering ad-
vice and medicines to the poot, either at
the difpenfary, or at their own habita-
tions.

When the arm of induftry is unftrung
by difeafe, and a weeping family beholds the
head, by the fweat of whofe brow it has
long been cloathed and fed, diftracted
with pain and diftrefled with forrow ; it
is the bufinefs of this charity, under God
to wipe away the falling tear, to dif-
pel the gloomy views of the diftrefled fe-

D male
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male and furrounding infants, and to af-
ford, without money and without price, a re=
medy, as neceflary to the comfort of the
patient as to the fupport of his family.
Nor is this merely the picture of imagi-
nation. It happened not long fince that
a fever raged in one of the ftreets near to
the difpenfary, it defolated fome houfes,
reduced others to a lonely widow or a for-
faken orphan. When it pleafed him
whofe providénce watched over all to
make ufe of the advice and medicine of
this difpenfary, to ftop 1its progrefs and
foften its effects.  To reftore the head of
the family to his wonted labour, and to
the community many ufeful and induftri-

ous members.,
It is with pleafure T reflet that

as the application is for fo valu-
able a purpofe, fo it bears the beft ap-
pearance of fuccefs. The fpirit of my
countrymen, I fpeak as a Driton, 1s a
fpirit of generous compaffion. Magna-
nimity is its parent, its employment a
fympathetic condefcenfion to the miferies

of
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~ of mankind. It never rofe to fuch aheight
among the ancients. It is become almoft
proverbial among the neighbouring na-
tions. They fay, * we build palaces for
‘¢ beggars and hofpitals for kings.” To
this confideration it muft be added I plead
in a metropolis, the firft for humanity
and piety as well as commerce in the
known world. It were impofiible to plead
in vain with the citizens of London, even
if ftrangers were the objects of relief;
- how much lefs when it 1s their neigh-
bours, their labourers, and the induftri-
ous poor of a very large, extenfive, and
valuable manufactory. Neceflary and
ufeful as this fpecies of charity * muft
always be, it derives additional force at
Pz prefent

]

* As love towards God is the parent of charity to-
wards men, fo is picty the beft friend to found policy,
For the neceflity of the name, word, and ordi-
nances of God being reverenced by a nation im-
- merged in an unfuccefsful and ruinous war; feea
word of advice publithed by me on the approach of
the late faft, and now fubjoined to the end of this
difcourfe,
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prefent from a war as unfuccefsful in its
progrefs, as 1t was unhappy in its origin,
and muft, I fear, if continued, be fatal
in its effeckts. ' While the devouring {word
therefore cuts off our youth, and the
bellowing cannon deftroys our country=
men, letus {eize this and everyopportunity,
of reftoring health to, and preferving the

lives of our fellow citizens and fellow fub=
jects.
Thefe are the perfons I recommend

to your benevolence. Harden not your
hearts againft them. If a man fee bis
brother bave need and fhutteth up his bowels
of compaffion, bow dwelleth the love of God
in bim. If you love not your brother whom
you bave feen, bow can you love God whom you
bave not feen. It may be faid, the objects
of fuch a charity are fometimes the moft
worthlefs, who have brought upon them-
feives the calamity they labour wunder,
Yt may be fo. But ftill they are of the
fame {pecies, and nothing human is fo
foreign from ourfelves*, as not to demand

our

¥ Nihil humanji a3 me alienum puto.
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our pity and challenge our afliftance,
The objetion was well anfwered by a
philofopher (sx asSgums axr’asbeamun)I relieve not
fo much a particular man as human na-
ture; fo the religion of Jefus points out
the miferable as objects of compaflion,
by whatcver means their mifery may have
been contralted, It demandslove to ene-
mies, and expets that wine and oil be
poured into the wounds of an afflicted

Jew even by a Samaritan.
Deceive not yourfelves. Confider

who made you to differ. Remem-
ber the hill of profperity is not fo
ftrong but it may be removed.
No bitter refleCtion will attend what
I am anxious you fhould abound in,
The following contraft will evince the
truth of what 1s advanced. Let every
one that hears me take his choice.
When the welfare of fob bad paffed away
like a cloud, and days of affliétion bad taken
bold upon bim, it did not increafe his mi-
fery or add anguilh tothe arrows of the Al-
mighty, to reflect that when God preferved

. him,
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bim, and bis children were about him, He
bad been eyes to the blind and feet to the
lame, that the bleffing of bim that was ready
to perifb, (perhaps for want of advice or
medicine) came upon bim, and be caufed the
widows beart te fing for joy. That him,
as an elegant writer exprefles it, ““ no poor
““ man could upbraid for having with-
“ held his due ; him, no unfortunate
“ man could reproach for having feen
«and defpifed lhis forrows.”—Whereas
when the pomp of life was paffed away,
and the purple robe laid by, 4 certain rich
man who had lived unte himifelf, un-
mindful of a poor, fick, wounded brother
at the gate ;—at that time, when the
righteous reft from their labour and for-
row, poor unhappy mortal! he heard
a voice from a perfon he called his father ;
faying, / on remember ! that thou in ffny life.
time receivedft thy good things, and likewife
Lazarus evil things; but now he is com-

forted and thou art tormented.
Can any man hefitate one fingle mo-
ment !=Is not Job’s fanctified affliction,
gfe il e
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to be preferred to this poor wretch’s fate?
In your laft departing moments, will it not
be better to look back with chearful
thankfulnefs, to what God has made you
the inftrument of beftowing, than to feel
cruel remorfe accompanying the guilt of
having forgotten or forfaken the poor in
their ficknefs and pain? It will. Go
therefore, and do as you would be done
unto, and as you will with you had done,
when time fhall be no more.
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Page 3, 1. €, for loved, tead loves.
Page 14, 1. 13, for was, read is.
. 23, for then, read there,






