A sermon preached at the cathedral church in Lincoln, on Sunday the 14th
of September, 1783, for the benefit of the County Hospital. / By Henry
Peckwell.

Contributors
Peckwell, Henry, 1747-1787.

Publication/Creation
Lincoln : Printed by S. Simmons, 1783.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/tb992bwr

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/







O T-HE
RIGHT HONOURABLE

L A D r

ROBERT MANNERS.

MADAWM,

DEIGN to accept this Sermon
- as a Tribute of Friendfhip,

and Gratitude; its Intention, I am.
perfuaded, will fecure your Lady-
thip’s Patronage ; it is for the Be-
NEFiT of the POOR. Its Sub-
ftance has long been the Obje& of
your Confidence and Hope; it is
CHRIST CRUCIFIED. |

To

e
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To my late Right Honourable,
and much-to-be-lamented Patron
Lord RoserT MANNERS, under
Gop, I am cbliged for every Op-
portunity I enjoy of diffeminat-
ing divine truth in this County.
His Memory will ever be dear:

His Death juftly regretted.

To your Ladyfhip’s Piety, an:
bounty, my Parifhioners are great-
ly indebted.  In being honoured
with your Friendfhip, Protecion,
and Approbation, their Re&or is-

happy.

- As Companions in Life, {upport
in Death, and a portion through
Eternity, May the Bleflings of

the
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Impoffibility. So the wife and the unwife, the
Prince and the Peafant, the agéﬂoand the
youth, muft floop 1o become the difciple of
Jefus Chrift.

Nor the literary Fop who diftates on fub-
jefts he does not underftand — Not the v_ain
.Mﬂrtal who makes his own Speculations the
Rule of Re&titude, and tells us what the God
that made him can, and ought to do; but the
humbled Man, who, feeing how fhort the line
of human Wifdom is, cries, |

Teach my beft reafon, reafon 3
My beff Will, Reflitude,

will find in God’s holy Word Peace and Con-
folation, which the World can neither give nos¥
take away. The Foundation of | that_Pf_:acq, '
the Source of that Coﬁfﬁlatipg is, that the
Great G;cm_, and. our SAVIOUR JE SU$
Christ gave I;ﬁmj&gf ﬁur.m, that He might ren
deem us fmm .r_z-.ﬁ. Im;gi;i{y, .and punﬁ uma}u?np
fifa peculiar people, zealous of good worhs
| Te



[x¥2]

To the redeemed, furely, I may be permit-
ted to¥fiy, Admire the Riches of the Mercy
and Goodnels of God! the Great God, let the
Heavens wonder, and the Earth be aftonifhed?
yet, your Saviour. He, for whom all Things
are, fa_nd were created ; who, neverthelefs,
gave himfe f for you.  Jehovah, yet, _]efus'
At his Feet the Angehc Hoft continually bow,
and He bowed his head upon the Crofs that you
might never die. View the dignified Perfon
of your Redeemer, and the ineftimable Price

of your Redemption, with Gratitude and
Praife.

To induce and to encourage which,
let us confider ‘the Nafure of Re-
demption, together with the Price,
and Application of it, as expreffed
by the Apofile.

The NaTure of Redemption is toowell known

10 take up much of our Time. The Objeft

of it is a Captive.  His Deliverance may be
pbtamcd cither by Price or by Power. The
Annals
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#hiich. more abowad. Where < hardnels “of
8 heart“ and contempt of God’s Word and
S Commandment” has prevailed, the Waters
of deep repentance flow. A Spirit of Grace
and Supplication p:mrcd down from above, en-
ables the returning Penitent o look upon lim,
whom He has pierced, and mourn; not with a
tranfient forrow, that pafeth away like the
Mﬂ?‘mﬂg Cloud, or early Dew, but, as one mowri-
eth _for an only Son. Is this repentance yours ?
Has this firéam of godly Sorrow ran through
your hearts? or, Is it nothing to youd Behold,
and fee, if there ever was any Sorrvw like unto
his Sorrow which was done unto Him, wherewith
the Lord afflitted him in the day of your Redemp-
tion. For

Tue Price of that Rﬁdfmpta'ou was 1ot corrug-
_,&HE things, as Silver or. Gold, but the precious
- RBlood of Chrift as of & Lamb, without Blemifk and
without Spot. —— the only price that was ever
- a ppqi_ﬁié& E}r'a'cécpié:d by God—the only price

I‘t.hat, has ever been applied by his Spirit, for the

PCICE’:
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peace or Comfort of Men. —1It, and It alone
eleanfes the Confcience from dead Works to ferve
the living God. This Price requires no addi-
tional value. It is.adequate and fpecific.
God’s juﬂica does not demand, or thefe pecu-
liar people ftand in need of any greater or
more efficacious. It outweighs all human
worth. It outfhines all cre:ﬁéd Excellency.
Upon this Subje&, were I to take up the ner-
vous Language of Gamaliel’s pupil, I fhould -
fay, of the beft privileges Man can enjoy, and
the belt righteoufnefs human obedience can
{pin out; what things were gain to me, thefe '
counted lofs for Chrift ; yea, doubtlefs, and I count
&H' :};iﬂ53 but lofs for the excellency of the Know-

ledge of Chrift Fefus Em__;_fféiard.

By fhedding his mofl precious b‘.lodd, the
Lord Jelus purchafed to himfelf a peculiar peo-
ple, who are, thereby, delivered from the
Guilt and punifhment -of Iniquity, in order

to be puriﬁed from the Dominion of Vanity
and
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and Sin, or, in other words, to be redeemed

by the power of invincible Grace out of the

hands of their Enemies.

- Purirication of Heart is as neteffar}' to

make the Service of God the Choice and de-
light of the Soul, as were the Sufferings of our
Saviour to redeem us from the Curfe of the
Law, and wrath of God. Equally neceﬂ"a—.ry.
will it be found to produce what has, does,
“and ever will diftinguifh thefe pecple. I.mean
Zeal for good Works—elpecially for that faith
‘tuﬁa’::ﬁ was once delivered lo the Saints, and 1s em-
phatically called the Work and Gift of God,—~

which apprehends and glorifies Chrift—brings
~ comfort and peace to the heart, and encourages
and fupports Piety, uprightnefs and honefty in
the Conduét of Men.

Zravr has been too long exploded. The
paflions have been confidered as ‘ the pagans
“ of the Soul.” A Syftem of Indiflerence
has been adopted, which has cut the Wings

of
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of Obedience, and left, of good Works, little

but the Name. This Syftem, as a learned
Foreigner exprefles himfelf, * is calculated

““ to make Men meditate upon the Doc-

¢ trines of Redemption, and a geometri-
¢ cal propofition with equal Coldnefs,” as if
it were either reafonable or juft, for you ta
hear, or for me to fay, that the Lord Jefus
Chrift gave himfelf for the Sins of his people,
and that a whole ts greater than a part with the

fame indolence and Apathy.

ProprEeTs, Apaftles, and holy Men of old
thought differently. Even in Him, who was
without Sin, we find abounding Zeal. In
them, ardent affeflion and filial fear towards
God. Vehement defire after the Light of his

Countenance, hatred of Sin, and Chriftian Love.

for good Works and good Men. Their Un-
derflandings were enlightened, and by their plaf,
{ions, thofe human Cords, they were drawn
{from Evil to Good = from darknefs to light —
from Satan to God. In the way they became

' zealow

£ o TERE

——

e il
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aealous of good works, of denying and teach-
ing others to deny all ungodlinefs and worldly
Lufts, and of lwing foberly, wighteowfly, and
godlily in this prefent World.  Intemperance
blunts the underﬂaﬁding. Inebriety fenfualizes
the ,Mind. Self Love and Self Indulgence
pave the way to Injuftice, and this-aflemblage
of Evil makes it the interelt of evil men to
believe that either God is not, or is not fuch

as the holy Scriptures reprefent him, an om-
niprefent obferver, a jult judge. Hence |

IMPIETY,‘ that baneful plant, which, like
the glofly berry of the deadly nightfhade, in-
vites the unthinking and unwary to pluck,
| and eat, and die.—Impiety, that ungrateful
principlc which would eradicate the due fenfe
we ought to have of his goodnels, would urge
us not to reverence s Name, read or hear ks
Word, keep Ais Sabbaths, or believe in and
love Ais Son, in whom we live, and move, and
have our being : which forbids one tender af-
feGtions being moved towards the beft of Fa-

thers,
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thers, the moft faithful of Friends. —Impiety,
in the hand of a parent; is a dagger plunged
into the Soul of his rifing offspring; in .thc
hand of a Sovereign, a Scourge from Heaven
for a rebellious people; in the hands of the |

Clergy a narcotic draught, which ftupefies and
deftroys the phyficians and their patients.

Tux common and groundlefs objetion to the
Dotirine of complete Redemption by Chrift,
or Salvation by faith in his Obedience even
unto Death, viz. that it is inimical to good
Works, 1s fufficiently refuted by the Words
of the Apoftle, He gave himfelf to redeem us
rrom all Iniquity, that He might purify unito
himfelf (i. e. by faith, as exprefled in the Aéts

of the Apofles, Afls xv.9.) a peculiar people
zealous of good Works.

O3] rcrions of this kind arife either from
- the Ignorance or the wickednefs of the obje&l-
ors. They err, not knowing the Scriptures and the
power of God, or, they love works of dm',émﬁ,

and therefore oppofe Salvation by faith in
Chrift
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Chrift j;{‘us becaufe it is a principle of Holi-
nefs. To their weaknefs or wickednefs we dare
not bow. It would be ungrateful to God,
unworthy ourfelves, and unkind to them. Let
it rather be underftood, that ¢ to be accounted
““ righteous before God, only for the Merits of
““ our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift by faith,
‘““ and not for our own works or deflervings,
“is held as a molt wholefome Doérine, and
“ very full of Comfort;” inftrumental in pu-
vifying a pecultar people, and of making them
zealous of good works. (Art. 11.)

LeT me now enquire how far this defign of
God, and end of Chrift’s giving himfelf to re-
deem have been effeftual ; —and let the en-
quiry be made under an awful fenfe of his
prefence, and a firm expeétation of the glorious
appearing of that great God and our Saviour.

Is found piety your defire and purfuit ? fe
the fountain of all Wifdom and Bleflednefs
the objeét of your Adoration, your fear, and
2 | through
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through his fuffering Son, of your Affetion and
Confidence ? Is the Lord’s Day kept holy ?-—

Are his Ordinances your delight,—and his
word the guide of your faith and feet? Are

you defirous of difleminating divine truth,
and of promoting the Salvation of men, by the
Knowledge of God our Saviour!—if not!
‘Where is the Zeal of our Fathers? Is it dead
with them? Where is the lively Faith which
quickened the Steps of Paul, and fweetened
the dying Moments of Stephen? Where the
conftraining Love, and Chriftian Fortitude
that upheld our Reformers and Bifhops at the
Stake, and made our Clergy and Laity prefer
Piety with Poverty, to Impiety clad with Ap-
plaufe, with Riches and Honour. Are they
all fled? God forbid. May his Grace ftill
enable us to acknowledge and Love his Truth
and Commandments. May the Pen of the
jearned yet be drawn, and the Tongue of the
Eloquent yet be employed to juﬁify and en-
dear the Ways of God to Man., | |

I
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The Holpital beftows upon the induftrious un-
fortunate Poor, fkilful Advice, wholefome Food,
and healing Medicine, in the moft diftrefling

and moft dangerous Situations of life. Such

Situations afford the beft Opportunities for in-
culcating the Knowledge of God,—for dirett-
ing the awakened mind to the redemption of
Chrift Jefus, and for adminiftring the Com-
forts of God's holy word to the fainting heart.
Thefe Cordials under certain circumftances
excel what the Materia Medica can produce *.
In the {olemn hour of diftrefs, the ear of at--
tention is opened. Humanity demands, in the

trying

* He is a bad Phyfiologift, wha dilregards the Doc-
trine of the Paffions. They are capable of great Uti-
lity in Medicine, A Man of Genius will make him-
felf acquainted with their Theory, and ufe his utmoft
Addrefs in the Application. The Cenfolation of the
Religion of Chrift, unknown and unfelt, perhaps, by
the Phyfician {Religio Medici!) may be of infinite
Ufe to his Patient. The Advice of a judicious Clergy-
man can never injure the Prefcriptions of a fkilful Phy-
fician. In general, to deny it, would be to treat Men
like Brutes. In this Land, to make Rules to exclude
it, would be a difgrace to Chriftianity, an injury to
the Poor, and an infult to the Public.
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trying moments of Agnny and Difeafe, thefe
~{uperior confolations. To an irrational ani-
mal, fenfibility will apply what will heal his
wounds ; for the human race, Humanity it-
felf requires, that an immortal Soul be not ne-
gletted, while a perithing Body is the objet
of our Care. To treat the fons of Men enly

as a kind Mafter does his cattle, is degrading
them.,

View the advantages of fuch an Inflitution,
when the Liberality of the affluent, the fkill
of the phyfician, and the labours of the Di-
vine, unite. Sicknels and pain become more
tolerable and lefs fatal. The patient; whofe
life has been confumed in earning his bread by
the fweat of his brow, finds time for refleétion—

learns the defign of the trying difpenfations
of providence, together with Sobriety and
Obedience, in this School of AfiliGtion. He
leaves the Hofpital wifer, as well as fironger ;

more moral, and more healthy.

Tux
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Tue Uulity of a County Hofpital is not
confined to the Perfons of the Pelqr. When
a Labourrt.’:r returns in Health, he takes the
Burden of his Family from your Parifhes.
By an Aﬁhmblagc. of topical Complaints and
C;a,fu.alties, your Surgeons are kept in a {ree -
and extenfive Practice, without which. neither
]earnmg or Skill, can make Opcratmnﬂ Eafy to
the Prattitioner, or fafe to the Patient.  Your
Safet} and Intereft, therefore, in fome meafure
c::}mbmc, with more nt:uble M{}tn es to induce

your Liberality.

- LeT not the Rich, the Almoners of Provi-

dence, turn their Faces from the Poor. Let

- them confider and pity their Wants. As they ;

do not feel their Diftrefs, let them at leaft
imagine Poverty and Pain, Scarcity and Sick-
nefs vifiting a fellow creature in a Cottage.
He lies upon a ‘bed of ftraw. His helplefs
wife, and almoft ﬁarvihg Children fuffer with
him.  No fkilful Advice; No healing Re-
medy; No prefent Comfort; No better Prof-
| peét;
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pett; until fome friendly Hand diretts him
to an Afylum, where Wine and O:l are poured
into s Wounds, he 1s taken care of, and,
by the Bleffin ng of God, reftored to his La-
bour, his Famlly and his Friends again. Shall
bringing home a Sheep, or recovering a piece
of money which had been loft, caufe Jc:y'
and Gladnefs ; and fhall not reftoring his
Limb, his Health, his Life * to 'a fellow-

creature, excite Gratitude and Praife ?

AND

* When I fpeak of refloring Life, T would not be
underftood altogether figuratively, as if the Comforts
of it were only included ; but extend the expreffion to
animal Life, fulpended by fuffocation, or otherwife,
arifing either from internal or external Caufes. Per-
fons who appear to die fuddenly, are too often, it is
to be feared, configned to the Grave, when, by pro-
per management, they might have been refltored to
their friends. ' The Humane Society is well worth the
Attention of all the Friends of Humanity. The Public
are very much indebted to the Labour and Skill of
Do&or Hawes, for the Inftruions he has given epon
the Subje& of Animation; as well as for the fuccefsful
Attempts which have been made of reftoring it in
thofe, who were apparently dead. The Methods of
refloring ity ought to be well underflood by not a few
in every County, City, Town and Village. The
Servants of an Hofpital thould not be ignorant of them.
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Anp are there who with-hold their hands?
Lan neither Compafiion nor Confcience roufe
them to become eyes to the blind, feet to the
lame, and a father to the poor. Isthe cry of
the Orphan, and the tear of the Widow neither
feen nor heard? O Man! who made thee to
differ ?* Defpife not the caufe of the Poor. Re-
member, ONE fafhioned us in the Womb. He
pulleth down and he fetteth up. The Bounty I
afk to-day for the Poor of this great County,
may be more earneflly folicited, within a few |
years, for the molt affluent that hears me,—
within a Century, for their rifing Offspring.
Doubt you this? Read it in the Calamities of
Italy ; read it in the Defolations of America.

Let Bigotry be banithed. If difference of
opinion, and clafh of Party have {ubfifted, let
them fubfide. This 1s not the place, now is
not the Time, for prejudice to prevail; let
Candour triumph. However we may differ
apon other Subjets, upon this we ought to
agree, that when our fellow-creatures lie

bleeding
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COPY of the Lerter found in the

Letter-Box at Lincoln, directed to
Dr. PackweLL.

Reverend SIR,

Enclofe you.Thirty Guineas for the

Charity. Make what ule you think
proper of it. I am forry you have been fo
ill-treated in this place; let it not daunt you,
but perfevere. Remember thofe gone belore.
May God give a Bleffing to the word you
{peak.

A Lover of the TruTH.

N. B.. This Sum was received at
' Heckington by Dr. PeckwELL, on
Saturday the 2oth September, and
paid to the Hofpital on Monday the
22d, as '
a Donation in addition to the annual
Colleétion of Sunday the 14th
~ Sept. 1783, from a Lover of the
TrurH, by Dr. PEckwELL.

To this unknown, generous * Lover of the
% Truth,” in juftice to my own feelings, I

m‘kmﬂi addrefs a few Lines,

Ry
R
i

Your













