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PREFACE.
oSO

THE,.UhSﬂWu}iﬂﬂs contained in the following kEssay,,
are thelresu_lt of experience and r;eﬂectiun.h-My information,
is derived froma long and laborious attention to dispensary,
hospital, and te private practice—In so ample a field for,
acquiring medical knowled ae, I have had repeated oppor-
tunities of witnessing disease in a great variety of shapes,
and of watching the effects. of our approved remedies.—
Affections of the Liver have enga.ged much of my at-
tention ; from cases of this description I have selected
such as seemed necessary to illustrate the subject, and to
confirm the opinions adyvanced.—These cases are given
with all possible brevity ;. their characteristic features and.
the obvious effects of the medicines are alone kept in view,
accompanied by remarks an the econstitution of the patient
and family as pfﬁe:x as any information on .ﬂnis_hﬂad
could be satisfactorily acquired. Mercury is, now-a-days,
the almost sole remedy exhibited in the cure of all Livex
and Bilious Complaints; to this remedy, in the present
investigatjon, a fairand full trial has been givén, the
resalt of which is particularly specified in the. following

YLres,
AL
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I have entered, somewhat at large, into the deserip-
tion and treatment of scropulo-schirrus, or consumption of
the Liver. This complaint has been but little regarded by
writers or practitioners; I believe I might say, it has been
over-looked.—I do not pretend to have removed all the
difficulties in which it is involved, I only hope that I have
pointed out the path of inquiry, which I now leave to be
pursued by more able investigators :—for giving the title
of scropulo-schirrus, or consumption, to a certain morbid
condition of the Liver, my reason is obvious ; it suggests,
at once, some idea of the nature of the disorder and of
the means to be employed for its removal —It is unnecessary
to apologize for offering these remarks to the consideration
of the public, the subject is of vital importance and calls
for examination, as it concerns the health and happineﬁﬁ of
thousands. ' In stating my opinions, theréfore, T but fulfila
duty, as I thus contribute, as far as in my power lies, to
the advancement of medical science, and to the relief of
my fellow-creature.~~One’ indulgence only T solicit, that
the sentiments heréin contained may not be censured
without examination, nor the treatment recommended be
condemned without trial; but howsoever these sentiments
may 'be received, if ‘they direct the attention of the
practitioner to 2 ‘more adfcurate ' investigation of the
‘diseases of the Liver, and it thoy check the indiseriminate
use of mercurv, I shall consider that I have conferred on
society no inconsiderable benefit,



OBSERVATIONS
DISEASES OF THE LIVER,

' ON THE EFFECT OF MERCURY IN THEIR
TREATMENT, &c. &

OI' the varied blEhHlﬂs uf life, the possession of lxealth
.lh desenfedly ranLed wmong the first ;—this is the boon
'Hrhll:h hﬂghtens enjoyment and suftem nusfummt,,
“hlch ren ders man active and hls p:u‘sults dellghtfui—-its
1lta1um¢nt, thr:refﬂre, aimuld he one of our prmcrinl
ﬂb;eci&, and its prc-s:c,rmtu:-u one nf our chief cares ;
yet strange to, say, we nugiec,t the means which might in-
sure to us the iurmﬂ, and we regard the latter with indif-
ference: there aré somie discascs reckoned healthful, and
some renvedies valued as fashionable, ‘and’ such are
spoken of witheut reserve ' and dwelt on with satisfaction,
as i those ‘werve désirable or these infallible, 'of as if
the frame of man and the properties of medicine were
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as fluctuating and uncertain as the fleeting modes and
vaporish whims of the day. Butother ages as well as this,
have had their prepossessions in favour ' 6f particular
maladiesand remedies, and their prejudices againstothers,
and on no better foundation than that of fashion or
¢aprice.—At the preﬁem day it is the costom to speak
familiarly of nervous and bilious diseases, and to compre-.
hend under one of these titles every deviation from
health, and in the treatment of the latter mercury has
become the reigning favnurlte——the mdtﬁmte use of such
eplthets, Jeads to as lnﬂeﬁmtﬁ a pl‘aﬂitc&, ‘and the pre=

valent administration of mercury to evils the most serious
and :Lla,rming.

e T L S

The different organs of the body are appmprmted ?
me perfmmalmf- of different functions § these ﬂrgans are
numemus, their functmns manifold, ‘and on then' mutual
and cnmbined nperatmns depend the harmﬂn:, a:nd -.-.EI]-
Luntr of the whole; t].e mund cnnd:tmn of some is

more 1m.ncdmh:-‘l}r neces»aﬁ to our E‘HIStEI‘!C‘t“ than-that of
mht‘:&h, the r.ic-ranqcment of any brmgs on d]s{’"r.'-.e, :md

ﬂ!e duc Eqm’hhnum of all consmutmhmlth. :

L kStn -
ljnen Liver, of the d]wrd&rs nf uhlchi am almut to.treat,

is a seerctory organ of the first magniiude, coyered with

.membranes jand  compased  of arieries,, yeins, nerves,
ilymphatics, glands and excretory ducts, joined together
by celiulat texture;—itis sipnated immediately under, and

i'.-
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is closely connected with the diaphragm, filling up the
whole of the right hypochondriac, and part of the
cpigastric region ; it is divided into three lobes, the right,
left and central, or a very large one, a much smaller and
a still less; it is intimately united with the stomach and in-
testines, by means of blood-vessels, absorbents, nerves,
ducts and membranes, andis destined forthe secretion of
bile, a finid necessary to ¢hylification, and to the expulsion
of the feeces :-—the gall bladder is attached to the concavity
of the great lobe, is joined to the duodenum by the cystic
and common ducts, and is appropriated to receive a p.art
of the bile, and to fit it for its due purposes.—One
striking peculiarity belongs to the Liver, the bile is
secreted from venous'blood by the convoluted extremities
of i'éips;;"wlaeréas in all other secrctory organs, the fluid
secreted is produced from arterial blood, and by the con-
voluted extremities uf arteries.——Itis also worthy of remark,
that the bloocd goill g to the Liver for the purpose of secre-
tion, ‘1§ collected fibm ‘the veins of the chylopoietic
viscera ;-—ﬂiis"-gﬂiblriil'\'irw of the anatomyand oflice of the
Eiver is sufficient to pmnt out the connexion which
cubsists betwixt  this ‘.I&ﬁlth, the stomach and ' in-
testines, and it shews how ntch these three orfrans may
be influenced one by the other, in the exereise of their
respeetive functions.

SR

'TEE Liver is subjéct to many varicties and degrees of

{Iﬁvzﬁ';e* Authors Srimerite, h‘sﬂ.munfttmn,' acite and

chronic,
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C}imrgff, “abscess, jaundice, schirius, biliary caleuli,
turbercles, hydatids, worms and carthy concretions; to
thislist may be added, cancet, scrofulo-schirrous or con-
sumptive Liver, (a common complaint of ' this country)
and simple"c'n_furgeme'nt; hatdness or snfthess.'- Jaundive,
for reasons to _bé given hereafier, "appears to me to be
here misplaced, and with regard to chronic hepatitis, 1t 13
tdo generally considered as a discase distinct from: the
acute specics, which leads to a contrary and mischievons
practice. |

If the hepatic vessels be preternaturally excited, if
they lose their wonted powers of action or assume 2
morbid, one, if the gall-bladder or ducts be. h1ﬂamed
over-distended or abstructcd disease in some shape
presents itself, diversified in appearance, but still more
in its consequences. In this kingdom the chronic af-
fections, low inﬂaplllmtinn and scrofulo-schirrusor EOI-:S-I:HH ['1_-
tion of the Liver, are most pr_cra,legt, their _cmnmenr:e'—
ment is insidious, because not marked by any characteristic
symptoms, and their progress towards the Cﬂﬂﬁl’l‘lﬁl_@d_:ﬁltagﬂ
though slows is sure, and when this is once formed, they

become iweterate and dangerous.

Chronic hepatitis is, perhaps, entitled to our first con-
sideration, from the frequency of its occurrence, from
its being often over-looked, confounded with, or mistaken

for camplaintz of the chest, stomach or intestines, and from

its
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its calling into action disorders which might otherwise
have lain dormant. In the description of this discase
writers, dwell principally on the pain in the region qf
the Liver, increased on pressure and occasionally sl}nﬂting \
towards the right shoulder, accompanied by a slight

fever, and a sense of weight er uneasiness of th_e right
.h}'.pnchnmlre, Eﬁpﬂﬂiﬂ"j:' when the p:lt'_wnt lies upon the
left side ; and these symptoms, it is true, characterise the
disease, but it is then advanced or muﬁrmed, when our
efforts to check its progress too often prove unavailing;
this history, therefore, is imperfect, because the symptoms
of the first stage are unnoticed, a knowledge of which
1s_necessary to obyiate the occurrence of the  second,

and to prevent the rise of more dungerous affections.

In most instaneces, the natural functions are first dis-
turbed, a dimination or depravation of appetite ushers
in the complaint, attended by flatulency and uneasiness
‘of stomach and bowels, and by eructations, bittér, sourish
‘or otherwise offensive ; diarrhoea sometimes oecurs, con-
stipation frequéntly, accompanied by torining o¥ tenesmus
« 'sensation of ‘heat” and weight rather than of pain of
abdomen commences with, or supervenes to the above
symptoms 3 this sensation is referred to-the right or'fefi
‘biypochondre, to the epigastric or hypogastric region, or,
to the loins or sternuin;~a teazing covgh and  mucous
expectoration are postly present, dyspnoaais felt on slight

i U EXercise ;
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exercise ; symptoms which, coupled with tlie uneasiness of
sternuim, may deceive both patient and"prﬂttitidt;er',"b_y
giving rise to the idea that the lungs aré the séat of the
primary affection ; the faeces are brownish, greyish or slade-
coloured, and vary as to consisience, from the dry
hardened scyballa, to a fluid thin as water—the urine is
occasionally limpid and abundant, more commonly turbid
and deficient, deposiiing a mucous or jelly-like matter,
reddish or yellowish ; the pulse is frequent, and the skin
‘hotter than natural; the tongue cream-coloured and
viscous; acids and cold drinks are wished for, and
are found refreshing ; slight chills are diffused over
the S]:gl'fﬂ.ﬂf;, and the countenance is expressive of languor
or oppression; the complexion 15 pale or sallow, the
face ogcasionally flushed, accompanied by a sense of
fulness or weight of head, proceeding at times to acute
head-ach, and often followed by drowsiness and an
unwillingness to make the ardin.'_ilfy',exertia_ﬁs of either
mind or body ;—such are the symptoms which commonly
denote the presence of tie first stage of chronic hepatitis,
which is. of varied violence and duratien; at lemgth it is
succeeded by fixed and frequently shooting pains through-
out the region of the Liver, and by the other signs termed
pathognomenic.—If the inflammation thus far advanced,
be disregarded or overlooked, if our remedies bé ineftica-
‘ cious, new symptoms, indicative of further changes in the.
arconomy of the Liver and of the whole frame, are ex-

hibited--—-
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ljfbiied;in the vigorous and athletic, one or more abscesses
are formed; in others, the patenchymatous substance is
loaded with effused fluid, and enlargement or hardness, or
schirrus with the growth of newsolid matter, supervenes ;—
in the stramous habit tubercles are generated, and scrofulo-
schirrus or consumption is excited.—Bat these arc not the '
only consequences which proceed from chronic hepatitis :—
the liver is obstructed, the secretion of bile diminished,
venous plethora follows in the remaining chylopoietic
1—'?'5{:&&, to which succéeds arterial plethora of the whole
system; hence arise hemorrhagies, both venous and arterial’
from the bowels, stomach, liver, lungs, kidneys, nose,
gii'ms,"&r-éars'—the same complaint produces likewise
anasarcous swelling, or ‘effusion into the cavities of ‘the
abdomen or thorax ; and in those predisposed to phthisis
pulmonalis, the pulmonary cgﬁgeStion. induced, brings
on cough, dyspnza, hemoptysis and purulent e.xpéctnra-
tion; and. thus, -cuﬁ;ﬁmpﬁun of the Liver is frequently
combined . with a similar disease of the Lungs.—But
should the thoracic and abdominal viscera be sound,
some weaker part may suffer, as the head, ,whenr::_e Ill.j;'l;h_‘ﬂ-
cephalus - internus, or rupt.ure, or over-distension of
blood-vessels and sudden death;—it would be difficult,
perhaps, to trace further the effects flowing from chronic
hepatitis when neglected or overlooked ; enough hasbeen
said to point out the insidious and dangerous tgn&encyhdf
the disease, and to shew the advantages of divirﬁng it

C into
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umto two ' stages, for the views of the - physician
‘will _be thus directed, not merely to the removal
of | the affection of the a,lj:uan!;a;}rz__canal, cbut of
the cause in which this affection so eften originates:
and - that great derangement of the stomach and
intestines . proceeds . from  over-excitement _of .thﬂ-
hepatic vessels, is certain; because such derangement
uniformly attends suc_h_-excitﬂmehl', because the fefe_r—
which accompanies: inflammation of less important organs,
disturbs the digestive process, and cases daily qcmir where
the reason now ascribed for such derangement exists and
no other, moreover, the s.-fmpﬁthy and connexion subsisting
between these .'riséera render a morbid action of the ﬁﬁe
incompatible with the healthy condition of the others,

The causes of this complaint are various—it proceeds
from violent éTEI‘ElSE, accidents, the stronger passionsy
anmety of mind excessive heat, suppressed perspiration,
excessin ‘eating and drinking, constipation; schirrus, fever
cn;mnued and mtr_-rmntent, and from inflammation of
the ne:ghbmmnrr yviscera. OFf these causes, one of the
mast common in this cnuntry, seems to be anxiety of
mind. 'This complaint is often confounded ' with that
named Dyspepsia, when the medicines usually adminis-
tered mhst'.nggrava'fe its violence ; such are, chalybeates;
iﬁttelrs, :ﬁstringéntﬁ, sulphuric acid, &e.' &c, &c; and
though it must be owned; that appearances at the onset

: L @985 : | hag . Of
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of ehronic hepatitis are ambiguous, and that it is difficult
to draw a line of distinction betwixt its early stage and
dyspepsia, yeta just diagnosis may, perhaps, be formed,

by holding in view the following symptoms, which usually
accompany the former—feverish pulse and skin, depressed
spirits, changed complexion, and the preternatural ap-
pearance of the feeces and urine. In the treatment it
might be supposed that no diversity of opinion could
exist—the disease is inflammatory, and acknowledged to
be so, and sedatives and evacuants are alike indicated,
and prove as beneficial in inflammation of this organ as in
that of any other.—Of late years, however, a new theory
has been suggested and acted on, and mercury is, now=
adays, administered as a specific, and the emcu;umg
plan laid aside—this practice is founded on the authority
of the practitiuners-uf the East-Indies, and has been
thence transferred to these countries.—On this subject T
shall treat hereafter ; in the mean time 1 proceed to men-
tion that plan of treatment which I conceive to be most
effectual.

The employment of our remedies must be regulated, not
merely by the violence, but the obstinacy, of the symptoms
—I1N SOMe cases, purgat,iy'ﬂs and diluents with a spare diet,
are sufficient, in others, the tepid bath and Ipecacuanha or
antimonials become necessary--if these fail, immediate re-
course shoul 1 be had, even in the incipient stage, to blood-
letting or blistering, or to both ; for chronic hepatitis often

produces
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produces its worst consequences undistinguished by the
presenca of any acute symptom : and when we reﬂect
on the little sensibility of the great mass of the Lﬁer, on
the slow and insidiotis tendency of the disease, on the
da,nger of neglecting it at its commencement, and on the
safety with which blood-letting may be had recourse to,
it will appear evident, that this and other evacuants are
émplnyed with too much caution.’

- Cathartics should be frée]y given in the, first in-
stance—they are peculinﬂy well-adapted to the relief
of this complaint, by uunloading the bowels, and by
abstracting a large portion of fluids from the numerous
exhalants of the alimentary canal; the consequence is,
that the usual flow of blood into the vena portarum is
diminished, the congertion in the liv er lessened, and a
chief predisposing and exciting cause remov ed.—Loeal
blood-letting is sometimes attended with decisive, always
with considerable advantage—it diminishescongestion, and
lessens and changes the action of inflamed vessels—ten or
twenty leeches applied for two or three days successively;
ma:,‘r afford so great ease as to do away the necessity of
taking blood from the arm, and where the patient is of a
weak and irritable habit, and a low degree of fever only is
| prese_ﬁt, this evacuation shouldbe tried before we resort to
“the lancet.—Blisters prove in someinstances eminently ser-
| viceable, in others, they are of no avail—they operate most
effectuallywhenapplied early—bystimulating the superficial

vessels
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vessels, they lessen the activity of those that are deep-
seated, and by the derivation of fluids they occasion
towards the surface, they serve to diminish inflammatory
congestion.—But this is not the only way in which they
are useful: a diseased action subsists, a blister makes
a mntrary impression, a counter-movement is thus
produced, and the diseased action overpowered.—In
obstinate cases, not yielding to the use of the above re-
medies, general blood-letting becomes necessary; the
first bleeding should be moderate, six, eight, or twelve
ounces may answer the purpose, though local blood-
letting to the same, or even to a greater amount may have
failed ; for, the relief thus afforded does not solely depend
on the quantity of blood drawn offy but on the change in-
duced in the state and mode of acting of the inflamed
vessels—an effect often observed to follow a moderate
general bleeding in obscure inflammation of the lungs
in debilitated habits, and which mé:; serve  to con-
vince the most timid practitioner of the safety and utility
of the judicious use of the lancet, in a similar condition
_'af the liver.—With a view to illustrate this doctrine, and to
shew how far it is practically beneficial, I have selected,
‘out of many, the following coses:

ol 1.5 Y

In June 1809, I visited Miss' B. 22 years old, of 2

san u:ne tem rerainent 3=-she had eom viained for some
g 1
weeks

L
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weeks of o diminished appetite, and of a sense of weight
and uneasiness in both hypochondria—the bowels were
irregular, and the feeces and urine preternatural.; the
complexion had changed from a pale to a sallow colour,
and her usual flow of spirits was much abated ; the pulsé
was more frequent than natural, and there was slight thirst
and heat of skin:—the menses were regulér.-—Purgatives
afforded relief, but did not cure—a blister was applied
upon the part affected, and the sedative regimen adopted—
ease was obtained, but the complaint continued; ten ounces
of blood were taken from the arm—it had the inflam-
matory coat—this evacuation, with a low regimen, removed
the disease.—Here was an instance of chronic hepatitis
in its first stage, undistinguished by any acute symp-
tom, resisting the use of purgatives and the effects of
a blister, and yielding at length to general blood-letting—
the complaint was apparently brought on by anxiety
of mind.—The parents of this young lady were healthy.

Case. A gentleman about 25 years old, was attacked with
acute hepatitisand flux, shortly after his arrival at Bumhaj’;
leeches and blisters were applied upon the region of
the Liver—calomel in large doses was givenas a puf-
gative, and from two to three drams of mercurial oint-
ment were rubbed in daily, until the gums became
sore—the violent symptoms were removed, but slight

fugitive pains in the right hypochondre still continued,
| ' - accompanied
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accompanied by cough, dyspnza and emaciation j~~these
complaints were caused by intemperance in drinking and
subsequent exposure to the might dew;—he was sent
home for the re-establisment of his health.—On examina-
tion, the right lobe of the Liver was found to be enlarged
and hardened, and was pained on pressure—he complained
of thirst, of uneasy bowels, and of a disagreeable taste in his
‘mouth—mercury was ordered in consultation, on the
ground of its specific power ;—the system was shortly af-
fected, salivation ensued, no relief followed; onthe
contrary, the painful sensations were rather aggravated,
attended by hectic fever, and a still further waste of
flesh and strength—the mercury was  discontinued,
leeches and blisters were applied in the neighbourhood of
the Liver; the tepid bath was employed, and he was
put on the mild purgative and tonic plan—in the course
of some weeks he was considerably relieved.—A cure
could not be expected, the constitution was scrofulous,
the Liver tuberculous—in this patient, acute hepatitis
subsided into the chronic, and the inflammatory action, coni-
bined with the mercurial, excited scrofulo-schirrus or
consumption of the Liver, in which this gentleman’s
- diseases finally terminated, an event that might probably
have been obviated by general blood-letting, if ju-
diciously employed in the first instance.

CasE,
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Case. A gentleman of hale constitution, in the vigour
of life, complained of shooting pains throughout the right
hypochondriac and in the epigastric regions, attended by
a low irregular fever—the blue pill was given,
and two  scruples of the mercurial ocintment
were rubbed in ' nightly.upon the side affected, he
was put on a full diet, and a pint of wine was allowed
daily to promote the operation of the mercury—at the ex-
piration of a week the gums were affected, but the pain of
‘side became more acute, and febrile symptoms. set in,
‘accompanied by gripes and general soreness of the abdo~
men=—such were the consequences of the mercurial
action and of the full regimen—the symptoms  indi-
cated the necessity of a change of treatment.—
‘Twelve ounces of blood were taken from the arm—twelve
leeches were' applied in the  vicinity of the
‘part affected, purgatives were freely administered and
the sedative regimen adopted;—by following up this
plan, the disease wasfinally removed.—A long fatiguing
journey and mental anxiety were the causes to which this
complaint was ascribed.—This gentleman, in the first in-
stance, was attacked with chronic, to which succeeded
acute hepatitis, the ' effect of the stimulating powers
“of mercury and of the heating regimen.

~ Cask. In March 1810, I prescribed for a ]ad}" who had

" been ill several weeks of low inflammation of the right
lobe of the Liver—the skin and tunica conjunctiva of

CAsE,
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the eye were slightly yellowish—the digestive organs were
much deranged, and fugitive pains throughout the thorax
were often complained of—mercurialsand blisters had been
administered without advantage—leeching and purga-
tives, the tepid bath and warm clothing afforded con-
siderable relief, but her convalescence was tedious.—
This lady was of a delicate irritable frame, her consti-
tution was scrofulous, and she had suffered consider-
ably from childbearing. —Her mother had fallen a victim

to pulmonary consumption.

Case.—I was consulted last spring by a gentleman,
naturally of sound constitution and born of healthy
parents, who had resided ten years in the East-Indies,
where he was seized with acute hepatitis and dy-
senteric symptoms—he was blistered, purged, blooded
and mercurialised ; his convalescence was tedious—
the constitution was impaired—a sea voyage, and a
trial of his native m:-.r, were therefore recommended.
—On his return he laboured under chronic
hepatitis accompanijed by jaundice and some en-
largement and hardness of the right lobe of the
liver;—as this patient was feeble and emaciated,
it was i;hought adviseable, in the first instance,
to apply leeches in the neighbourhood of the part
affected, and to make trial of the saline purgatives, the
tepid bath, and a light nutritious diet.—After three
months, observance of the above plan, the induration

D of
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of the Liver was removed, the digestive organs recovered
their tone, and the general health was re-established.—
Of this case, I shall observe, that the prejudicial effects
of the mercury were, in some degree, counteracted
by the other remedies employed, and by the inherent
powers of a sound constitution.—The Liver was nei-
ther altered in structure nor scrofulous, from _wlﬁ,ch
I conclude, that if mercury had been admi_n.istered
in the second instance, and due attention paid to
keep up the full action of the intestines, the probability
is, that the same favourable result would have taken
place; when the cure would bave been undeservedly
ascribed to the action of this remedy.

Acute HepatiTis differs from the chronic only in de-
gree ; the pain is more violent, the fever higher, and
the affections of the adjoining parts, whether sympathis-
ing with the primarily disordered viscus, or participatin g
in the consequences of its disease, are proportionally
more severe.—If, for example, the inflammation lay hold
of the convex side of the Liver, the lungsand diaphragm
may become engaged to an alarming degree; hence,
cough, difficulty of breathing, pain of the chest
hiccup, &c.—If, of the concave, it is accompanied
by some disturbance or inflammation of the stomach,
bowels, mezentery, peritoneum, or pancreas, hence, pro-
ceed precordial anxiety, nausea, vomiting, shooting
pains in the epigastric or hypogastric region, twisting

_ of
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of the umbilicus or dysenteric symptoms—at times, it
is combined with, and at others mistaken for, pneumonia,
gastritis or enteritis, and it must be confessed, thatit is
not easy, on all occasions, to draw the line of distinc-
tion; nor is it, perhaps, of any great moment; for in-
flammation is still the complaint to be combated, and
whatever injury the practitioner fnay sustain from not
forming a correct diagnosis, none can happén to the

patient, if the plan of treatment pursued be anti»
inflammatory. ' giatay

Acute hepatitis seldom appcars in this kingdom——
frequently within the tropics—some considerit as a disea;‘._;z
sui-generis, and as peculiar to the East-Indies—like
other inflammations it terminates by resolution or suppura-
tion—the latter often occurs inthe East-Indiesﬁf‘Fest-Ind‘ies
and Africa, which may be ascribed, perhaps, to the
mode of treatment, and to the influence of a powerful
predisposing cause, I mean, the long continued
action of an overheated atmosphere,—The occasional
causes are the same as in the chronic, violent exercise,
intemperance in the use of wine or spirituous liquors,
exposure to the rays of a vertical sun, esp'eciﬁlljr if the
head be uncevered, &c.—The treatment of acute
hepatitis is so similar to that of the chrenic, which we
have already considered, that it will not be necessary to
speak of it at great length; I shall only observe, as the dis-
ease assumes a more alarming appearance in the acute, our

active
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active remedies are to be more speedily and fully ad-
ministered :—Such are, blood-letting, general and topical—
purgatives, blisters, joined with diluents, antimonials, emol-
lientinjections and the sedative regimen.—In opposition to
thisreceived and successful mode of practice, anotherhas, of
late years, been introduced and generally adopted within
the tropics, and thence transferred to more northern lati-
tudes.—This mode consists in the exhibition of large quan-
‘tities of mercury by inunction or pill, in order to excite a
new action in the constitution, and to counteract the
existing diseased one ;—how far this plan isjudicious or
injurious, is deserving of examination.—The advocates
for the use of mercury rest their argument on the ground
“of the peculiar nature of the Indian Hepatitis, and
the specific powers of the remedy ;—they likewise maintain
that it possesses the same properties in the cure of the
chronic hepatitis of this and other colder climates.

By a specific is understood a remedy, whose virtues in
curing a particular malady, are certain and incontrovertible
though inexplicable ;—such virtues are manifested by peru-
vian bark in intermittents, by mercury in syphilis, and by
sulphur in the itch.—Let it now be asked, does mer-
cury possess the same powers in removing the acute
hepatitis of the East-Indies, and the chronic of
these countries as the above remedies in the several
diseases mentioned ?  Facts alone can determine this ques-

vion, and facts are to be found in the medical re-
: ports
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ports and writings of every practitioner in India, sufficient
to convince the warmest friend of mercury, that it
has not the virtues generally ascribed to it.—Irom these
it will appear, that though mercury be freely and fully
#_dministered, many fall victims annualy to -hepatitis,
and many more are invalided from its consequences-—
schirrus, flux, abscess and hectic fever; some of these
invalids, on their arrival in their native country,
are happily rescued from the grave, by the nataral
efforts of a healthy constitution, and others, by the use of
Cheltenham water and a fit regimen :—Indeed, without
recurring to the experience of these medical gentlemen,
we will find in London, Cheltenham, and even in this
City, several living, or rather dying witnesses, to prove
that mercury is no specific in this complaint.—I have
been favoured with a view of the Journal of Mr. James
Adams, a gentleman of Judgment and Observation, and
late assistant Surgeon to the 2d Ceylon regiment during
the years 1806 and 1807-—from this Journal I have made
the following extracts :—The European corps in 1806

consisted of 2248, in 1807 of 2036 effective men, of
whom died— |

In 1806, In 1807,
8 of Fever, 7 of Fever,
31 Liver complaints, 28 Liver Complaints,
9 Flux, 16 Flux,
7 Berriberri, 1 Berriberri,
3 Dropsy, 1 Pulmonic,
6 Surgical cases, 2 Surgical cases,
3 Apoplexy, 7 Apoplexy,
30 Inva ideg, 35 Invalided.

Under
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Under the term Liver-complaints, is comprehended
hepatitis, acute and chronic.—Flux often proceeds
from some deranged biliary action, and most of those
invalided, had laboured under hepatitis or its conquences,
which Mr. Adams chiefly attributes to intemperance in
drinking, and subsequent exposure to the rays of a vertical
Sun, or to the night dew.—The natives (with the ex-
ception of such as are addicted to the use of spirituous
liquors) suffer but little from Liver complaints, owing to
their abstemious mode of living, but they often fall victims
to dropsy and to pulmonic and bowel disorders.—In
the numerous cases of diseased Liver now stated,
mercury was exhibited with an unsparing hand, yet
the fatality appears to have been truly alarming, and suffi-
ciently shews that if it were not injurious, it is not, at
least, entitled to the appellation of a specific.

Mr. Adams observes, that in various instances it
proved beneficial, but as no register was kept of each case
distinctively, nor of the numbers attacked, I cannot speak of
the proportion of deaths to recoveries, nor of the circum-
stances under which it was prescribed with advantage—
that many patients have recovered and will recover from
hepatitis who have taken mercury, no one will question—
such recoveries, however, are no proof that the remedy
was either safe or useful, they rather shew, that improper
medicines may, at times, be given with _impurﬁtjr ; that
their mischeivous properties will, on some occasions, be

- coun-
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counteracted by the efforts of nature, and, on ethers, by the
operation of the remedies with which they are conjoined ;
a fact daily witnessed in the treatment of this and several
other diseases.

It is somewhat singular that writers and practitioners
should still persist in maintaining the specific virtues of
a medicine in a disease which it not only often fails
to remove, but often aggravates ;—it will appear equally
singular, and indeed somewhat contradictory, that
some of these practitioners who speak of mercury as pos-
sessing powers in hepatitis equal to those it exerts in lues
venerea, should employ blood-letting and other evacuants,
when the symptoms are most urgent, and as soon
as the violence of the inflammation has been thus
abated, have recourse to mercury, when it can only be
considered to serve as an auxiliary.—Mr. Curtis, one
of the advocates for mercury, in his work on the diseases
of India, observes, that moderate bleeding was sometimes
practised, but whether bleeding or h]isteﬁﬁg were
employed, it was always of Imnsequence to clear the
bowels and to carry down the diseased secretions by a
purgative or two.” Again, he says, * as soon as the pain
of the side, heat and fever bhad been a little abated by
the use of Crystals of Tartar, Nitre, Manna and Salts,
Mercury was immediately had recourse to, and the course
pushed on as quickly as possible without any regard to

the
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the state of ‘the bowels.”—In another place he remarks,
“ whenever the disease tame on with a considerable
degree of fever, with acute and constant pain in the side
and shoulder, some bleeding was practised : but in other
cases it was never done; and indeed to the extent to
which it could well be carried in a warm climate, and in
relaxed habits, it seldom procured much relief.”” This
observation is desewingluf notice—it shews that blood-
letting, when employed, was not carried to a sufficient
length, from an ill-grounded apprehension of the debility
which might follow.— Again, he says of mercury, ¢ Its good
effects in every species of Liver disease, except in the
state of ulceration and simple disorder of its secretion,
viz. simple bilious fever and flux, were so apparent, that
we had recourse to it with the sa.me.cnnﬂdencﬂ' asin the
lues venerea,’”’ though he allows that many died under
the treatment, and that in some cases it was necessary to
premise blood-letting or blistering, or both.—In the same
paragraph he says, ¢ scarcely was it ever observed to
increase the heat and fever, or, to aggravate the pain of
the side or cough;” an observation which distinctly implies
that the learned Author, with all his partiality for
mercury, had discovered that it sometimes aggravated the
symptoms of acute hepatitis,—Mr. Paisley, a gentleman
who places much confidence in the powers of
mercury, says, in his remarks on the Liver-cough, ¢ this
disease, like all other inflammations of the Liver, is very

tractable
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wactable in the beginning by evacuations, relaxing
antiphlogistic medicines and mercury.”—¢ In acute dis-
eases, evacuations, neutral salts and relaxing medi-
cines render it safe and effectual.” Dr. Duﬁcan,
in  his letter to Dr. Saunders on the prejudicial
_ﬁ_ﬁ'e:_cts of mercury when improperly administered,
remarks, “ from what I have stated you may natnrally ask
how I managed with hepatitis in the field, when I was so
cautious of giving mercury in syphilis ?—but, here, in
fact, 1had no choice; the urgency of the disease ad-
mitted of no delay. I gave mercury with all the care
and precaution that circumstances would allow.”” When
the disease was most urgent, the Dr, considered mercury
as the chief, the specific remedy—that the disease, how-
ever, proved fatal under its administration, and that he
had recourse to other medicines will appear from what
Jollows :—<“ Thongh I have seldom observed that the he-

patitis, in dndia, whenitis taken early and treated pro-
perly, proves fataly yet,acase now and then does ocenr
10 which there appears so strong a tendency to suppuration
from .the commencement, that this event cannot be
. prevented by the, speediest and most efhcacious means
hitherto. [kuown.—Sonie cases I bave .met with where
abscesses were formdd inthe interior of the liver notwith-
standing the.use of ,mercury, bleeding, &e.”

p et QoLiusy e Jad U Dr.
&

-
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Dr. Lind, in his work on the diseases of hot climates,
seems to consider mercury rather as an auxiliary than
as a principal in the treatment ‘of acute hepatitis.—
Dr. Saunders, a name of high authority, both as a writer
and practitioner, speaking of the action of mercury,
says—¢ I am disposed to believe that where its action is
specific, as in syphilis, hepatitis, and the hepatic fluxes
of India, the inflammation of the gums with a slight
salivation, is the best criterion of its salutary operation.”
Here, hepatitis and syphilis are classed together as
diseases curable by mercury——that it is a specific for the
latter, is proved by daily experience, that it is none for
the former, is manifest from the mortality which has been
shown to attend its exhibition—But Dr., S, must either
erant thatit possesses no power over the complaint, or that
it is injurious at a period when specifics are always em-
ploved and prove beneficial, for he limits its use to that
stage at which the alarming symptoms have subsided, and
when from the usual effects of the remedies first ad-
ministered, and from the time allowed to elapse before the
introduction of mercury, there is reason to conclude that
the disease is removed, at least so much abated as not
to require the aid of a specific—Hesays, ¢ When the ac-
cession of the disorder is attended with much fever and
local pain, (which is not always the case) the lancet is re-
sorted to immediately ; but some caution is required in the

nie
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use of this powerful evacuant. Purgativesare always essen-
tial—Blisters also are invariably serviceable when the local
affection is severe. After these means have been used
for about two days, the mercurial course is begun without
delay, &c. &c.”—And to shew that no difference of opi-
nion subsists as to the word specific, 1 beg leave to quote
the words of Dr. S.—* But it should never be forgotten,
that the idea of a specific is peculiarly flattering to the
patient, for whilst it encourages an implicit reliance on a
single remedial process, e, ¥c.”

It is unnecessary to proceed further to shew that the spe-
cific virtues ascribed to mercury in hepatitis are merely
imaginary—but laying aside this question, it is of moment
in the present inquiry, to recollect that the symptoms by
which the disease is characterised are inflammatory, and
that mercury is a stimulating remedy; now stimulants
produce inflammatory diseases or aggravate their violence,
sedatives therefore, and not stimulants are here indicated
—in opposition, however, to the principles which regu-
late the treatment of inflammation, and to the mode of
operation of this supposed specific, numerous advocates
still come forward to support the cause of mercury—some
gwe it at the commencement and throughout the pro-
gress of the complaint, and assign as a reason, that if the
system be acted on and salivation succeed, the cure will
be accomplished: granting so much by way of argu.-

ment,
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ment, it may be observed in answer, that acute hiepatitis
is sudden in its attack, rapid in its progress, and dan-
gerous in its tendency—such isthe disease—mercury, in
exciting salivation or affecting the system is, at one time,
tedious, at another, speedy, but, in every instanceé, un-
certain—such is the medicine ;—the inférence is obvious,
in one case, the patient may be lost before the mercurial
action is excited, in the other, salivation may succeed
before the systemis acted on—shall we then in the exer-
cise of our art, resort to a medicine, atbest, of doubtful
promise, in a rapid and dangerous disease, when more
certain and efheacious ones are within our reach?

But those who do not allow it to be useful in the first stage,
maintain its efficdcy in the second, whién the infamima-
tory symptoms have abated, at which period it is supposed
that its stimulating properties will keep up the action ‘of
debilitated vessels, and prevent the formation of schirrus—
this idea is specions, and deserves attention, inasmuch as
it is an acknowledgment of the stimuldting propérties of
mercury ; but it seems to be forgotten that the inflamma-
tory action, though in aless degree, still subsists, which
mercury and all other stimulants  must 'nec'essa;rily
aggravite—on the supposition, however, that all inflam-
matory action had ceased, and that the vessels were
merely relaxed, why, in this pardeular instance, apply
to mercury as a tonic, and not in a similar condition of

the vessels of the lungs, kidneys, or other organ, arising
from
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from a similar cause '—the same reasons for the approval
or rejection of the practice, must hold equally good in
all;—but, as the stimulus of mercury might cause areturn
of inflammation, and as it does not possess any tonic powers,
it has been wisely rejected in the latter diseases—why
not also in that under consideration? It would be
difficult to give a satisfactory reason for such a diversity of
treatment, where circumstances are similar;—it is easy,
however, to see the difliculty of getting rid of ancient
prejudices and prepossessions.—Mercury has been long
held as a specific in all liver and bilious complaints—it is
areceived opinion with the faculty and the public; here
lies the delusion, and much time, I fear, will elapse,

and much evil ensue, before the delusion come to a close.

Another objection, not less forcible, perhaps, than
any yet adduced, may be here urged against the use of
mercury ; this objection arises from its secondary pro=
perties, which are debilitating, and must consequently
diminish still farther the action of debilitated vessels :—
in ovder to explain my meaning, it is necessary to
e€xamine into the operation of the medicine—as soon
as it begins to act on the constitution and as long as
such action is kept up, the pulse is full and frequent,
the face florid, the skin hot, the eye brisk and the coun-
tenance auimated, the secretions and excretions are in-
creased, the appetite and digestion improved, and a

temporary but deceitful vigor is diffused throughout
“ | she
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the frame—such are the primary or stimulating effects of
mercury, the duration of which will depend on the con-
stitution, on the dose and preparation of the medicines
and on the manner of its administration ; much will also
depend on the state of the atmosphere, and on present
and former habits.—But after an uncertain period, we
observe the converse of the symptoms just related, the
pulse loses its strengih, the eye its splendor and the
countenance its animation, the face becomes pale, oris
alternately pale and flushed, the appetite is impaired,
the bowels are torpid or lax, the flesh wastes, and the
powers of the mind become enfeebled—hence it ap-
pears, that mercury has a two-fold operation, stimulant
in the first instance, sedative in the second, the strength
afforded is temporary, the weakness produced of long
continuance—it enlivens the circulation, while it empoisons
the blood and invigorates the fibre, while dissolving its
texture—in removing one disease it evolves many—in
relieving slight affections of the alimentary canal or of the
liver, it begets serious ones of the same organs. *—I do

not
# Dr. Dick, a Geotleman of much practice in Calcutta, in a letter
to Dr. Saunders, after bestowing a due share of praise on mercury ia
the early stage of hepatitis says, ¢ in chronic cases, where there is no fever,
but only an obtuse pain in the side and shoulder, with a fulness in the
side, and about the pit of the stomach, keeping up a constant uneasiness,
mercury seems to me to have but little good effects : when used freely it
removes the symptoms at the time, but they generally return as soon as
the mercury is left off. Having been repeatedly baffled in this way, and
observing very often that swch Liver attacks suwcceeded lomg ctonrses af
mereury, undergone for the cure of venereal complaints, I have, for
several years past, trusted to a seton or issue made in the side, and with
sugcess far bevond my expectations.”
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not wish, however, to be understood to say, that every
person who has used mercury has suffered from its con-
sequences; no doubt, many escape uninjured, thanks
to a sound constitution and to the judicious administra~
tion of the medicine—what 1 mean to observe is, that
injurious effects occur in the majority of casesin a greater
or less degree, and will appear earlier or later in life, ac-
cording to the constitution and mode of living—I would
likewise observe, that though many be not visibly injured,
yet such an alteration takes place in their constitutions
by the influence of the remedy, that they too often
become the parents of a diseased or debilitated offspring.

I have already remarked that the operation of
mercury is two-fold, stimulant and sedative; under both it
is accompanied with a corresponding degree of fever,
high and low, analogous to the hectic and not unfrequently
converted into it—this fever excites irregular actions in
one or more healthy organs, increases morbid actions
already existing or evolves them in organs predisposed to
disease—in the scrofulous habit it seems to produce its
worst effects, and these effects appear under a singular
and great diversity of form; for instance—in some,
turbercles are excited in the lungs, liver, mezentery, &c.
—in others, the eyes are affected and the lens is obscured
~in others, the fauces are ulcerated and the uvula 1s
lost—one person is scized with an affection of the head,

another
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another, of the prostate gland or bladder, another, of the
stomach, intestines, spleen or pancreas; females are
liable, moreover, to deranged actions of the uterine
system—Dbut these are not the only diseases evolved by
mercury ; to the above list we may add mania, gout,
epilepsy, and if the constitution be free from all hereditary
taint, theumatic, nervous and various anomalous symptoms
are produced, or diarrheea, cynanche tousillaris, chorea, or
the mercurial disease, so accurately described by the in-
genious Sir George Alley. |

It would be difficult to assign a satisfactory reason, why
different persons of the scrofulous diathesis are thus
differently affected—I shall jonly observe ‘that in most
instances, the weakest part is that which first and princi-

pally suffers, and much of the difference will, perhaps,
be found to depend on the degree of predisposition and

on particular habits of living.

Having endeavoured to shew: that mercuryis no specific
forhepatitis, andhaving next taken aview of its operation
and effects, it nowbecomes necessary, for obvious reasons,
to examine whetherthe opinion of Dr. Saunders respect-
ing the disease be well-founded—he says there is some-
thing/peculiar in the Indian hepatitis, -that itis not simply
& disease of a tropical ¢limate, ‘and ‘he applies to it the
epithet specifiec—the term thus employed implies a disease

" characterised
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characterised by certain symptoms and stages, induced by
particular causes and to be cured by particular remedies
—let it now be asked, is the hepatitis of the East-Indies,
as contra-distinguished from the heputiti;; of the West-
Indies or of other countries, marked by such peculiarities ?
The question is readily answered, if we only bear in mind
that the frame and organization of man is still the same,
whether residing in the torrid, the temperate or the
frigid zone; and that the causes and phenomena are like-
wise the same, making allowance for the influence Gf
climate, peculiarities of constitution, local situation, &e.
—within  the tropics, for example, the symptoms are
generally more violent and the tendency to suppuration:
consequently more rapid than in more temperate lati-
tudes; but we find the same pains, fever, state of pulse,
hiccup, &e. _&c.—flll't]:el*,-.tine phenomena accompanying
the termination of the disease are the same, cessation of
pain and feverin the case of resolution,shiveringsand hectic
sweats in that of suppuration ;—the conclusion is obvious,
the disease is the same, modified by the circumstances
mentioned, whether occurring on the banks of the Ganges,
the Shannon, the Waolga, or the Nile.—Mr. Clarke, a gen-
tleman of observation and of indefatigable industry in the
pursuitof the knowledge of morbid anatomy, says ““amongst
these eighteen dissections, I met with two as complete
cases of diseased Liver as ever I saw in the East-Indies
~-atthat time he was quartered in Limerick—indeed, how-
Fiiera 1o viiennini wel oever

S e
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goever Authors may differ as to the nature and treatmen ¢
of hepatitis, litde diversity of opinion will be found to
exist as to its symptoms or causes—in the hepatitis to
the Kast, the tendency to suppuration is, at times, great,
but not more so than in the hepatitis of the West-Indies, nor
is this tendency confined to hepatitis alone, it prevails
equally in inflammation of other organs, whether of the
brain, the liver, the lungs or the intestines; and the reason
why the liver is more affected than any other viscus may,

perhaps, be explained in the following manner:

Heat is a powerful agent in stimulating the sanguiferous
system—in warm climates this cause operates without inter-
mission, and predisposes the body to inflammatory disor-
ders—the liver is larger and more abundantly supplied with
blood-vessels than any other seeretory organ, hence the in-
ereased action of its vessels and the consequent increased
secretionof bile ; in those of temperate habits this increased
secretion 1s equal to counteract the effects of the cause
applied, but violent exercise, intemperance and such
like causes co-operating with an overheated atmosphere,
stimulate the vessels of the liver to such a degree as to
destroy their secreting powers; or the fluid secreted is no
longer proportionate to the increase of excitement, the
consequence is, inflammation—{rom this short digression -
I revert to a consideration of the afguinents of Dr,
Saanders, whosays “the influnmatory diathesis is marked
“ by aless intensity of symptoms in the Ikadiun disease

' * than
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“ than in this country, though the subsequent process
“ towards suppuration is rapid,” We can readily conceive
that if the parenchymatous substance of the liver be in-
flamed, the disorder is not so strongly marked as in the
affection of its membranes; and it is possible that sup-
puration may take place without being preceded by
actte local pain, but never without a general derange-
ment of the whole frame—the inflammation or suppura-
tion of a tubercle not the size of a pea, in the paren-
chymatous substance of the lungs or liver excites pain
or a sense of weight and uneasiness in the part, with fever
and disturbance of the general habit—is it possible there-
fore to suppose, that a considerable portion of the same sub-
stance of either organ is capable of running a similar

course without being accompanied by still more urgent
syiptoms ?

But, laying aside all reasoning on this subject,
it will appear from the history of the disease, and from
the most respectable aurhorities, that hepatitis often comes
on instantaneously and is attended with most violent
symptoms—soldiers on a march or in garrison, are one
minute in perfect health, the minute afterwards they
writhe with paiu—Dr. Duncan in his letter to Dr.
Saunders says, * the urgency of this disease admitted of no
delay.””—And one of the reasons alleged by Dr, Curry for
not exciting amercurial action in hepatitis, is the violence
and rapidity of the disorder; and these and similar terms
expressive of its danger and vchemence are employed

by
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by Christie, Clark, Pais[-’s;y and even by Dr. Saunders,
when treating of this’ énmplaint —In support of the
peculiar nature of thﬂ Indian hrpautts, Dr. S. asserts
that the plﬂ(‘lglﬁ‘tlf‘ SV mptums are less violent and less
liable to extend over the cavity of the abdomen, nmng to
the constitutional irritation being much milder—the his-
tory of the complaint shews it to be more violent in every
stage' in India than in this country, and from its more
frequent combination with diseases of the stomach and
bowels we may reasonably infer that its tendency to extend
is also’ greater. —In anotlmr place Dr. S. remarks its ten-
dency to assume the appearanm of other diseases which in
this country aré usually unconnected with hepatic affec-
tion, and by way of illustration says ¢ there is hardly such
a disease known in India as simple diarrheea, simple re-
mittent fever and the like, the liver is the primary seat
of the disease, and hence they neither yield to Bark,
Opinm or Astringents”—the same ohservation will apply
to the hepatic affections of this kingdom, which are
found by experience to be the cause of, and to be con-
founded with, the diseases just mentioned—the liver
cough' occasionally occurs in the Indian hepatitis and is
ited infavour of its specific nature, but this is merely a

secondary or accidental symptom, no way essential to the
disease—the same thappens in other inter-tropical coun-
tries and often in this, and depends on sympathy, and,the
extension
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éxtension: of the inflammatory action, from the convex
side of the liver to the diaphragm and IUngs.

That it is not endemu, to the Eumpcan constitution is
manifest from the knﬁwn and acknum!edﬂred fact that
the Frﬁneh and uthm Eumpeans whose hah:ts of
living are ‘naturally - tempemte, and such of our own
countrymen as adopt the samc temperate lmb1ts, are r‘lw]y'
attacked—it wounld appear, moreover, from the abstracts of
Clarke, Paisley, &o. that fever and flux, and not hepatitis,
are the diseases to.which the Europeans are mostly subject,

as the former areto the latter, as fen to one.

Tt willnot h_e;*ébe considered irrelevantto rem ark, that the
epithet speéiﬁc is itpplied: b}' lﬂ]ysiciun_s to discases of more
than ordinary violence or which are but-impm'fcml}' under-
a';f‘émd, and from the power of association immediate re-
course is had to mércur}', because it happens to cure the
venereal disease which no other medicine will cure—thus
theyellow feverof the West Indies and of America has been
considered a specific disease as well as the hepatitis of the
E:-_le:, and the-suppus-itimn has led to the sauie unlimited ad-
‘ministration of lxlef_c ury; the treatment, moreover, 1s sup-
ported by Beane, ‘Wright, Milne, Clarke, Chisholm, &ec.—
Names of notless weight and respectability, than Paisley,
Dunecan, Cuartis, C_Iar_l-:é, Saunders, Curry, &c.—advocates
for the same system in hepatitis and other hepatic affec-
« tions—in despite, however, of the theory and practice of

those
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those learned Authors, the yellow fever has continued
to make its usual ravages—the consequence has been,
the disbelief of the doctrine and the discontinuance of
the remedy—a like fate seems to await the indiscrimi-
nate use of mercury in hepatitis and other liver coms
plaints, an event ardently to be hoped for, and which I

anticipate with not less pleasure than solicitude.

In further proof of the specific nature of the Indian
hepatitis, Dr. S. remarks that it does not occur so fre-
quently in the West-Indies under the same paralici of
latitude—that such, however, is the case, where all cir-
cumstances are equal, is a matter not yet established—in
some Islands of the West-Indies and at certain periods,
fever of so malignant a type often prevails as to occasion
death in a few days or even hours—the presence of such
a formidable disease supersedes all others.—But we can-
not thence infer that hepatitis is not as prevalent in the
West as in the East-Indies—as well might we say that it
does not occur so frequently in the Fast, because, in
Bengal, Bombay, &c. during the rainy season, itisnothe-
patitis that prevails, but fever of a most violent nature,
or, bilious and putrid fluxes; whereas, at the same period
and under the same parallel of latitude in the West-
Indies, hepatitis and other liver complaints will be fonnd
to be the most general, provided only such quarter
ke for the time free from any epidemic,

Mr.
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Mr. Clark considers that the greater frequency of
hepatitis in India may be accounted for, in some
measure, from the vicissitudes of the weather being more
sudden and frequent in that country than in theW.-Indies.
Dr. Lind remarks that the land-winds blow at Madras,
and other places on the coast of Coromandel, in the
months of April and May, that they are of a hot suf-
focating quality, and their effect on the human body is
to shut every pore of the skin, aud entirely to stop per-
spiration. 'The same winds do not prevail in the West-
Indies, and may, therefore, be reckoned as another
source of diiference.

But,thereare other causeswhich operate still more power-
fully in producing some diversity in the diseases of hot cli-
mates, or in modifying their symptoms, and which, inde-
pendently of heat, are neverto be overlooked—I mean such
asarise from the nature of the soil, and its state of cultivation,
from the presence or absence of marshes and putrid waters,
the general face of the country, and the healthy or unhealthy
situation fixed on for a settlement—these circumstances
materially affect the condition of the atmosphere, and
consequently the health of man, and by their operation
alone can we satisfactorily account for the differenge of
disease and the different degrees of health in Bengal,
Madras, Bombay and Bencoolen, 'and in the other
European establishments in that quarter.—The same
eauses will, likewise, serve te explain why malignan:

feve:,_-
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{ever prevails in some Islands of the West-Indies and in
some parts of the. same island more frequently than in-

othe IS,

The ldst nbsefvatmn of Dr. Saunders desert FEE notice,
e the exclusive efhm{,}r of mewury i the” fiver com-
‘¢ plamts of India” he says, “may, pf:rhaps;, be explain-
" “¢ed by supposing that they arise from an indigenous or
- ¢“local poison or miasma, peculiar to that courltf}*, unlike
“any thing known under similar latitades and tempera-
“tures, and for which mercury is as much an antidote

" #¢ a5 (o the sy]ihi]itic poison,”

- That mercury is no specific in hepatitis, has been, I
shmﬂﬂ H’ﬁi}e, sufficiently prﬁved ; as to the other hypothesis,
it is'nm-'el and ingenions, respecting which T shall only
remark—if the h("}_}"lt‘:l'ﬂ# nf India orlgumt-:-d in such ob-
scure and invisible local pmmn or miasma, how comes it
to be pmduued by evident and well-known causes ? wIw
are males, almost exclusively, the subjects of it ?—why are
the Europeans, who live abstemiously and are seasoned to
the climate, and the natives :{ﬁri'th the exception of the in-
: temperate and the cafclesa] generaliv exempted from it ?
and why should it ‘make its appearance in all countries
'u.ﬁhm the tropics, and even in temperﬂte lat’lll}:‘dﬂb on the

app’l:c:atmn of the u5u11 excmng canse.w, :

Frum.tjhe fﬁ:;-..gmné_ uhscnathns the fﬂllqmnrr Cojt-
clusions may be draw: . .. Lipadi "
4 ' bt i o

o
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. The hepatitis of the East-Indies is neither a specific
disease, ner the endemic of the Indian Continent, nor
is it endemic to the European constitution.

2. The hepatitis of the East-Indies is the same com-
plaint with the hepatitis of the West-Indies, and of other

countries within the tropics, and differs from the hepatitis
of these kingdoms only in degree.

3. Mercury does not act as a specific in the hepatitis of
the East or West-Indies, or of any other country.

& SCROFULQ-



“SCROFULO-SCHIRRUS ;
OR,

1 CONSUMPTION OE THE LIVER.

'INDURsthﬂN of the Liver, whether it be preters
naturally enlﬁrgad or diminished in bulk, or whether its
structure remain entire or becomealtered and disorganized,
1s commonly designed by the appellation of schirrus—this
term seems too vague, and may produce practical errors
of great inagn itude, inasmuch as it confounds the different
speciesand varieties of induration, and the peculiarities of
treatment adapted to the cure of each—in every case of
genuine schirrus I consider the liver to be disorganized ;
that a small or large portion of its substance loses its na-
tural functions and properties, becomes impermeable and
a cure impracticable.

Schirrus of the liver may arise from various causes and
may exist in various degrees :—One species of this com-
plaint I shall now particularly treat of on account of the
frequency of its occurrence, and because the usnal mode
of treating it by mercury ‘seems to be peculiarly prejo-

dicial
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dlt:lal--tt depends on that vitiaiéd staté of hiabit called
5crﬂfuluus, and as in its causes and’ phenumena it is
analognus to a similar *nndltmn of the lungs, ﬂrlgma*mg
in the samé halut, it may, with propriety, be dumnnnaté{l

—scmfuln schmu‘s, or cunsumptluu c-f' the liver.

In orderto give the reader as clear an. accﬂunt of this
complaint as I have been able to collecty I shall divide it
into two stages, the incipient and confirmed ;. the former
is characterised by an irregularity and diminution of ap-
‘petite, by nausea, pyrosis; and a sense of disténsion and
uneasiness of stomach—the howels are constipated and
Hatulent, often griped, and their contents are of a
‘greyish, clayey or darkish morbid appearance, or like to
‘the grounds of coffee or chocolate—the urine is mostly
deficient in quantity, at times abundant—it may be clear,
muddy, of a straw colour without sediment, purplish or
reddish, shewing a deposit similar to the lees of porter.
The tongue'is white or cream-coloured—the taste is
vitiated, sweetish,  Dbitterish, brassy or unctuous; eructar
‘tions are frequent and disagreeable, they at times give
out asmell likened to that of rotten eggs, and often give a
fetor to the breath—a sense of weight and oppression, or of
dilaceration or pain, is felt in the right hypochondre, occa-
sionally ‘extending towards the left, and to the umbilical re-
gion~this uneasiness or pain is sometimes aggravated by
raising thetightarm ormoving the rightleg,and isdiminished

' by
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by lying upon the back, somewhat mclmed towards the right
side, which seems to be tlle pastme that affords most
relief.—As the disease advances the ntal and hmmal
functions are equally disturbed w ith the natural a low fever
of an intermittent or remittent type sets in, accompanied
by head-ach, by partial or general sweats, or by flushings of
the face, precordial anxiety, and loss of flesh and strength
—the intellect becomes clouded, stupor and drowsiness
come on, and the mind is alternately elevated and de-
pressed—these symptoms are attended or followed by
cough with mucous or morbid expectoration, dyspnxa
and palpitation. Indclence begets ennui, vet fatigue and
debility succeed to slight exertion—the. frame of body
somewhat alters, it is bent forward, the shouldérs ave
elevated, and the capacity of the thorax is diminished
whilst that of the abdomen is increased=—the complexion
changes from the sickly sallow to the dusky red, or to a
wellow, mahogany or leaden colour—the skin hecomes
constricted and. irritable 5. in one patient a puffiness
of the integuments suddenly came on, and as suddenly
disappeared ; this pufliness gave a swollen bloated ap-
pearance to theface; bands andbody, was attended with
general uneasiness, and was generally preceded by op-
pression and considerable ! flatulence of stomach and
intestines, on the  expulfion -of which it immediately
subsided—the features lose their expression,, the museles
their power of action, and, both are alike indigative of

langeor
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languor of body and torpidity of intellect;—as the dis-
€ase advances the appetite becomes fastidious; at tlme$
t.hﬂle Is a great desire for animal food, but generally .spealv-
{ng, diet of every kind'is loathed, yet the body suffers if
tlhe. stomach be empty :—the secretions of the abdominal
1'i5.t£era are vitiated, chylification is defective, the wstemz
loses its due supply of healthy, and is scantily :,ul:-;}h-:,d.
with morbid chyle, purplish spats of the size of a pew
occasionally appear upon the lower extremltles, vertigo
and head-ach come on with a sense of sinking and fre-
quent sighing, shooting painsare feltin both hypochondres,
in the umbilical region and in the back, loins, shoulders,
wrists and ankles; and hemorrhagies, not uul'fuqueut]jr
take place, from the nose, gums, stomach, bowels" oF
liver,~—confinued hectic now sets in——or, the lymphatig
system is deranged, and dropsy follows; in either casg
death supervenes—and as in scrofulo-pulmonary con-
sumption the patient 'is, at times, unexpectedly
carried off by the rupture of a blood-vessel or abscess
in ‘the ‘lungs, so in the scrofule-hepatic consumption
the same event may occur by the rupture of a blood-

vessel or abscess in the liver.

: .Slu--:-h: is the ]]i*-s‘l‘:ﬂl*}' of the serofulo-schirrous or - cons
:mmptuc: liver, wInLh, l.t. must be acknowledged, is a.ull
m.perﬁ,ct, mdeed, in its earl} stage it is difficult, if not
i“nwasmbiq, m state any single dmymm; 8y mpmm Dby

-

which’
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which it can be distinguished, or to mmprlse in a few
words, the wide range and mutah]e chamctcr of this
Protean disorder. I should hope, hnwever, that
when all the symptoms are taken into considmﬁtinn with
that part:cnlar habit in which it cummonl} oceurs, the
mtelllge:lt practitioner will, in general, be endhled to dis-
cover its existence; at the same tlme we may ﬂbsene,
that it is not unfrequently obscure in its nature, '[hdt. it
puts on the appearance of, and is mistaken for, othm dls-
eases, and that after having been, for years, the cause
of uneasiness and distress, it will be detected at a perde

when every effort to diminish its violence, or to stop its

-progress, will prove unavailing.

Scrofulo-schirrus of the liver isoften an acquired, oftener
an hereditary, disease—like others originating inscrofula,
it may long lie dornnant from the absence of its several
predisposing ‘and.  exciting causes—it may be evolved
by whatever induces an .irregular action of the vessels
of the liver ini particular, or exhausts and impairs the:
body in general, as hepatitis;  excessive: heat, . the. de-
pressing or more violent passions, fevers, intemperance.
in drinking, - long fasting, night watching, intense
study, &c.—-and it may be pmduced more Lspvcmlh
during the per iod of 1111:111-:,3 .,md flufdimud l}} a scanty or
unwholesome diet, by impure air, ‘ﬁﬂ.Ilt uf cleanlmea.s and

exercise, and by all'those causes whluh impair ngﬂstmn!
yitiate
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.....

moi‘hid :ictmns of t11ia san gh:femm. and lymphatm 53, stems.

Thls mmplamt is. ubsewabia in every temperamem,
perhaps chiefly in the sangninco-phlegmatic and the
melan¢holic :—It a.t:tacks those of a slender rather than of
a robust make ; the muscie is flaccid, the slun soft, the hair
~ and eyes are qccaanuaﬂy dark, oftener of a light colounr,
the tunica adnata is of a dull white, tinged with yellow,
and the complexion is pale or sallow—the lace appears as
if besmeared with grease, the eyes are tender, and the
edgﬂs of the eye-lids apt to inflame and ulcerate on ex-
posure to cold air, intense heat, light, &c—the upim"
lip is often swelled and thickened, the body is irritable, is
readily chilled and as readily overheated; alert and
active, it is little able to undergo fatigue or to make any
considerable exertion—the feet and hands are subject te
chilblains, and the extremitics of the fingers are fie-

quently truncated.

The mind participates somewhat of the state of body
now described j—it is iritated, depressed or exhilirated by
slight causes, is affected by sudden vicissitudes of the
weather, is frequently overcast by a temporary g‘iuum,
and seems to be rather marked by qumk[its:': of appreheun-
sion than depth of understanding. i

1 ha.ve observed that this complaint is hereditary; to
this subject my attention was first directed by repeated
€Xainie
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examinations of the enlarged and tense abdomen of
children, in numerous instances of which, a tumefaction
or hardness of the liver, or both, may be detected by
the touch.—This state of the liver and abdomen is ac-
companied by a preternatural appearance of the feeces
and urine, by a pale or sallow complexion, mostly by a
low irregular fever, by cough, dyspnaa, and, at times,
by jaundice.—The majority of these little patients bear
marks of scrofula in their squald countenances, and in
the appearance of their eyes, hair and general habit—
they are subject to colicky pains, to convulsions, and to.
herpetic eruption, to affections of the eyes, to rickets, to
hydrocephalus internus, and to swellings of the cervical
glands ; and when farther advanced in years to pulmonary,
hepatic, or other organic consumption :—amongst the
children so affected, many had had diseased and many
healthy nurses—some had been spoon-fed, others half-

fed, but all had been neglected or mal-treated.

From a consideration of the state of the child, my atten-
tion was subsequently directed to that of the parent—
here, an ample field for investigation was opened, and
this served, in many instances, to elucidate appearances
previously involved in obscurity.

I found that sometimes one, and sometimes both the
parents of these children, were of the scrofulous habit,

and



51

and when young had been affccted with one or
‘more of the 'complaints ‘last ‘mentioned ;—that some
had become subject to catarrh, to cynanche tonsillaris
or to asthma; some to irregular ‘actions of the
‘stomach, bowels or urinary organs; that many were
labduring under scrﬁfulmschirmus liver, or pulmonary
_consumption—and that several had fallen f';__ctim_s_ to _ihese
diseases—tracing this inquiry a generation  hack, I
discovered, that some of the ancestorsof these parents had
been attacked with similar disorders, and had been carried
off ina similar manner—such was the resultof this investiga-
tion; from a review of which, and of every circumstance
~connected with the subject, it would appear, that the
enlargement or hardness of the liver, and of the other
gbdominal viscera of children, is generally scrofulous ;
that it is an hereditary and may be an acquired disease,
and that the schirrous liver of adults is, likewise, often

of a scrofulous nature.

And here I'm.ay observe, that as on the one hand,
~scrofula of the liver, or of other organs or parts of the
body, maybe produced, even in the children of healthy
parents 3 and once produced, may be éntailed on succeed-
ing generations; so, on the other hand, it may be a
_consolation 'to those suffering from scrofulo-schirrous
liver to reflect, that this disease may, not only, not extend
itself to the whole, but not even to any one of their
offspring ; if the complaints incidental to infants be in

T them,
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them, judiciously treated, if their digestive organs be
keptin a healthy state, and if, through life, all those means
be employed which tend to invigorate the fibre and give
energy to the nei;\-'e, -

Scrofulo-schirrous liver is; perhaps, with the exception
of pulmonary consumption, the disease to which the
inhabitants of this kingdom are most subject—it at-
tacks the very young, the middle aged, and those far
advanced in years;—it is usually slow in its progress,
“and is often mistaken for disorders of the lungs—both lobes
are commonly affected, the right generally in the first in-
atance, in a greater degree than the left; but as the com-
plaint advances, the left lobe fiom its enlargement and
hardness seems to partake more considerably of the diseased
sction—females arc rather more subject to this complaint
than males, but it appearsto differ somewhat in its progress
in the different sexes-—in the female, it is usually obscure
and slow in its course, and often assumes the appearance
of other diseases—the liver is frequently diminished in
bulk and weight, and the patient commouly dies hectic—
whereas, in the male, the symptoms are more prominent
and rapid, the liver is generally enlarged, and the com-

plaint is more frequently accompanied by dropsy.

There are various degrees of the serofulo-schirrous or
consumptive liver—under any degree of it, some appre-

hension 39 to be entertained fur the future safety of the

patient ;
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patient ; if it be confirmed, a cure is rather to be wished
for than expected—the probability of affording perma-
vent relief, or of checking its progress, will depend on
the stage to which it has advanced, on the age, constitu-

‘tion and habits of the patient, and on the causes by

which it was produced.

‘This complaint occurs chietly as an hereditary affec-
tion. It appears that a small or large pm*timi of the liver,
in'those born of scrofulous parents, may be impeff'é;:tl}'
‘evolved or deficient in vitality—such portion is particularly
liable to morbid or irregular actions from tt‘iﬂi’ﬁg causes ;
hence, an irregular or vitiated secretion of bile—after an
1uncertain period, if these morbid actions continue, or be
‘aggravated, disorganization takes place, or a death of the
part succeeds ; when blood-vessels and fibres, nervesand
Iymphatics are obliterated and destroyed—the diseased
portion becomes tuberculous, soft or hard, knetted and
impermeable, and a cure impracticable—to renovate or
re-organize such portion, all endeavours must prove fruit-
less; even the herculean powers of mgreury cannot here
avail—isit within the province of medicine to re-organize
the dead! .'

Dissection presents to theviewan irreg'uiaﬂ‘y diserganized -
mass, interspersed with tubercles or small abscesses ; and,
at times, with fatty and curd.like substances, diﬂ'eriﬁ;g-in
size, colour and consistence—somme vessels ht_‘e ﬁblitera_ted,
some enlarged, and some diminishedin diameter—at one

fime
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time the liver is considerably’ enlarged, at another, dimi-
nished in bulk—one portion is softer and paler, another
harder and darker than natural—=but the whole exhibits to
the eye a confused, misshapen mass, unlike to any thing
ofganic, unfit.to fulfii any function, and incapable of being
acted on by any remedy.

In the early stages of this complaint much may be accom-
p]ished bj,fl a fit rﬁgimen, and by a full and judicious admi-
nlstratwu uf ourre [llﬂl‘.ilﬂs ; butalen gth of time must elapse
]Jefure the dlsease can be cerLed or the health re-
E:stabllslled

Whatever tends to strengthen the {'rame and . to pre-
serve a healthy action of the surface, will prove ser-
viceéable—thevarjous means of accomplishing these objects
I -shall now enumerate:—In the majority of cases, a
regular, supply of -animal food  constitutes a principal
branch of the treatment—it should be given in. small
quantity twice or thrice daily—the kind must depend, in
some measure, on the palate and stomach of the patient;
generally speaking, butcher’s; meat, simply dressed and
tender, is preferable to every other—if this should not
agree, poultry, or white and shell-fish may be'taken, or
rabbits or wild-fowl—the gravy of meat is nutritious, and
in some matances, e:atremei:,r useful—puddings of various
kmds, aa rme, bread and custard, may be given; ; or, blanc-
manger or armw-mut—as.auq milk s henehcml—mw 8
“milk, warmed and mixed m_th auda~v.ats-zr, is a drink equally

gratefy
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gratefulandsalutary—vegetables may be used in small quan-
tity—they should be well boiled, and such only should be
chosen as are least apt to produce flatulence of the stomach
and inl;e:stines, . |
Al food, diffieult of  digestion, is injurious;—such are
dried, baked or highly seasoned meats, toasted cheese,
melted butter, red or dried fish, pastry, salads, soups, and
tea.and coffee. : |

. Of the various table drinks,. pure water is entitled to a
preference, as it s best calcuiqtéd to promote digestion ;—
the seltzerorsoda-water issometimes taken with advantage,
in cases of acidity, or inspasmodic affections of the stqmaﬂﬁ.

~ The more pure, light and generous the wine, the
nhore’ healthful—Claret, Port or Hock, Ten Ei‘%ffé,
‘Madeira or Bucellas may be taken in mﬂdﬂmtE-QIlﬁnfiléj:%
malt liquors and domestic wines are grateful tﬁ_ the palate,
and improve the ‘appetite of some patients; cider and
verry, of others; and where foreian wines are not'to be
had, or are found to dISElﬂ'lEE, these liquors, or epulmnus
ﬂne;, largely diluted, are allowable.

The warm sea-bath is deserving of pax LIC'LILLL" nntwe—
;t acts as a IE‘Stﬂ]"ltnﬂ and determines to the su rface—the
mmpemture of the water shouid beabout 96°. Fahr;znhﬂt,
and the period for remaining in it, from 15 to 40 minutes—
this may be employed every second or third day—as soon
as the patient acquires strength sufficient to bear the shock
‘af the eold or shower-bath, thev promise to be beneficial.

Gentle
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Gentle exercise on horseback excites the vessels of the
liver, and of every other viscus, and cn-ntributes,' in an
eminent degree, to the relief of the complaint, and to
the restoration of general health—warm clothing, a mild
air, ' early hours and the use of the flesh-brush, are highly
efficacious—a cold and meist, or a warm and moist
atmosphere, is to be avoided, for they depress, in a re-
markable degree, every function and principle of life.

If the disease be far advanced, and hectic fever be
‘present, a sea voyage and a more genial climate may
prove salutary—but, if circumstances exist which forbid the
removal of the patient, an artificial climate may be formed
during our rigorous season ; and the many disadvantages of
3 fnfeign residence will be thus  aveided ;—spacious
well-ventilated apartments, in which a mild and equable
‘remperature is preserved, may answer every purpose ; and
-all the comforts and conveniencies of a home, and a
family, may,at the same time, be enjoyed,.—The mind isto
be gently excited by lightstudiesandagreeable recreations;
for, as anxiety and intense thought depress the nervous
system, and debilitate the frame; so, the beauties
of literature, the charms of music, and the joys of society,
delighting the imagination and pleasing our feelings,

enliven the circulation and invigorate the body.

The remediesto be employed internally are, peruvian
burk, chalybeates, sulphuric acid, crystals of tartar and some
mineral
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mineral waters—these assist the appetite and digestion, ang,
givetone and energy to the system—theirapplication to par-
ticular ages and constitutions must be left to the judgment
of the practitioner—the occasional use of cathartics is es-

sentially necessary to keep up the actionof the intestines.

The Bark may be given in powder, decoction or infu-
sion, singly or combined—when taken in substance, it
produces its best effects; but cases occur, where it runs
off by the bowels, unless taken in a liquid state, ox
shortly after a light meal—in these cases, the most
nseful and palatable form, in which it can be admi-
nistered, is that of simple infusion ;—it may be triturated
with magnesia and infused in cold distilled water—or, it
may be infused in lime-water, and thus prepared, it is
suited to particular eonditions of the stomach,

Of the various chalybeates, the muriated and ace-
tated tinctures of iron seem to be most efficacious—the
former is the more active; it should be given in small
doses, largely diluted with water, and must be taken for o
considerable time in order to produce any good cffect—in
‘many instances, the powers of this medicine are in;
creased by dilution with tepid water—a p]casﬁrabié
sensation is thus excited in the stomach, and a glow of heat
diffused over the surface—the acetated tincture may be
given inany convenient vehicle, perhaps, there isnone pre-
ferable to asses milk or runnet-whey.~The sulphuric acid
may be mixed with the bark infusion, or be taken in wate¥,

The
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The ﬁurgative is to be adapted to the constitation—
rhubarb, ipecacuanha and ginger, agree with some—aloe,
capsicﬁm and soap, or the cathatic extract, with  othiers ;
whilst a few require the warmetr ti:'m-étures, or the cooling
ks Yornigidos ods : .
" The native springs of this kingdom, which I have ob-
served to be serviceable, are, the chalybeate and sulphu-
reous—of ~the former I shall méntion Ballyspallen
and Castleconnel—of the Tatter Spas, Swadlinbar, Lucan
and the Golden Bridge—this last has been !a:te]y: dis-
covered in the vicinity of Dubiin, and seems entitled to our
consideration—it acts as a gentle diuretic in most cases; it
likewise promotes af}pctite and  digestion, and corrects
various anomalous morbid actions of ‘the stomach, bowels
and biliary organ.

The local treatment consists in the use of fomentations,
in the application of lecches and blisters, and of stimulating
liniments and aromatic plasters—in simple friction, and in
the insértion of setoiis or issues—the ‘proper time to have
recourse to one or ‘more of ‘these remedies, must be

determined by the disceriment of the physician. |

. X have ._nut here made mention of the bitters and
alkalis, usually administered,. to supply that deficiency
of bile, so uniformly a consequence of the disease—
that these remedies may be usefully exhibited in
moderate doses, and in certain statés of the stomach

and
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and liver, I grant; but their present injudicious and indis-
criminate use weakens the tone of the stomach, and altets
the properties of the gastric juice ;—and when the changes
they must undergo, before they reach the intestines,
are considered, and contrasted with the natural changes
‘produced by a mixture of the bile with the aliment, the
‘difference will appear to be such; as often to placein a

questionable shape, the propriety of their exhibition.

I have now delivered my sentiments on the plan of
treatment, which appears to me best calculated for the
relief of the scrofulo-schirrous or consumptive liver.—I
have already stated, that it is the most common com-
plaint of this viscus, and one which is very fre-
quently met with in this kingdom; I may likewise ob-
serve, that it 15 one, for the cure of which mercury
is constantly administered ; if the view, however, which
I have taken of it be correct, it must appear that mer-
:f:ury will not be merely inefficient, but injurious; because,
so far from curing scrofula under any shape, it’aggra-
"Ivates. its symptoms when existing, or calls it into

action when it might otherwise have lain dormait.

In the following Cases I have particularly attended to
the constitution of the patients, and of their families;
from a consideration of which, and from the nature of the
symptoms, I conclude that they properly come under the
denomination of the scrofulo-schirrons or consumptive

1 liver
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liver—~these cases may, moreover, enable usto form just
notions on the present subject, and to explain some
peculiarities of its nature.

Case.—DMr. C. aged 46, of a melancholic temperament,
‘with dark hair and eyes, was, for many yéars,  sub-
jectto slight fugitive pains thronghout the abdomen, and
“to the various symptoms that attend an imperfect state of
the digestive organs—he twice laboured under jaundice,
and was twice salivated—temporary relief was nhtalned
hutabnut six months *iubseql}ﬁtll to each conrse of mmcur} 5
the disease increased—on examination, Imthllobes of the
-i-iver were found diminished in bulk and somewhat imlﬁ-
rated—-—!atterh , he made trial of the steel and tonic p]an uf
tre'atment and withsome ben efit, —This Gentleman has had
six children—3 boys, 3 girls;—one of the girls died of
hydrocephalus internus—another has several sores in her
right foot, and the third is subject to én*ﬁpelaq of the
f.u:e and to herpetic eruptions s—one of the b'[‘.l:,ii has lost
the sight of his left eye from an opacity uf the {:l}itﬂi
lmelenq—-a second is asthmat:c—the third, in appeamnce,
s health;« .—The mother uf tiwac children 13 of a haIe
constitution—their gmndf.uhu died of asthma—the state
-of the children of this patient confirmed me in tlie idea
that his hver compliint was scrofulous, ‘and that the
use uf me:r::ur}' -had been injudicious, - B (71071

Ma}r, ;308 —-Mi. W agﬂ:’i :}6 of a scrofulous h"l.bll'
complained, for six' years; of cough and dyspnza,
attended
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attended by Lcemoptysis, and by gross, heavy expecto-
ration—the treatment had been solely directed ta
the relief of the chest, without affording’ benefit—the
complexion was sallow, and the appetite and bowels were
considerably disturbed—on examination, the left lobe of
the liver was found enlarged and hardened—on this dis-
covery, a more nutritious diet was allowed and exercise on.
horseback recommended ; the acetated tincture of iron
was given in asses milk, and the sulphat of magnesia
taken as a purgative—ihe complexion became clearer
—the pectﬁfal symptoms were relieved, and some

amendment took place in the general health.

Here, the lungs were but secondarily, though seriously
affected—the complaint, in the first instance was scrofulo-

schirrus of the leftlobe of the liver.

This Gentleman had four children—one was subject to
attacks of colic—a second to slight inflammation of the

eyes—his father died of liver-apoplexy.

CASE. March, 1809.—I visited a Gentleman, aged
63, ol a sanguine temperament au,d\ scrofulous habit,
who bad had, each spring, for fifteen years, aslight ot
violent attack of bilious colic, for the cure of which he had
taken purgatives and dihmn.t&-—ahuut four months before I
saw him, an unusual fulness and hardness of the right lobe

of the liver were detected by the touch—a slight pain was
fel
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felt in the right shoulder, and he complained of cough and
dyspnza—to remove these affections he was fully
mercurialised—the consequence was, a more trou-
blesome cough, more laborious respiration and a loss of
strength—but no change in the lhver-complaint—he then
made use of purgatives, of the Iceland-moss, and of the
muviated tincture of iron, and with manifest advantage

—his diet was light and nutritious.

No cause could be assigned for the presence of these
~complaints ;—~he had two children grown up, apparently
healthy—two were carried off in their infancy by dropsy
of the brain.—The father of this patient died of asthma
and hydrothorax, .

Case., In April, 1808, I was in attendance on a
young lady of a stramous habit, who had been hectic for
‘better than two years ; in whom, the prominent symptoms
were, cough, dyspnma, and, occasionally,  hemop-
tysis—the digestive and uterine functions were impaired,
and she was much debilitated—she had, for about a month
before, felt acute Paiil in her right side, and a swelling
had begun to shew itself posteriorly, below the false ribs,
when, the énugh and difﬁcu[t}' of f:reatlﬂng abated ;—on
tﬁe'gmund of the complaint being hepatic, mercury was
administered and salivation preduced—during the

continuance of the mercurial fever, the pains of the

side
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side were, at times, more acute, though she thought her
general health improved——about a month afterwards
Was the
pulmonary, in this instance, the consequence of the

dropsy followed, death closed the scene.

hepatic affection ?—or were they co-existent 7—Was not
this a case of scrofulo-schirrous liver?—Did not the
mercurial action hurry on the dropsical symptoms and
cause a premature death’—the mother of this patient
died of a liver-complaint and dropsy, and one of her
sisters is ill of catarrhus vesicee.

CASE.—~Some months ago I sawaGentleman who had
been confined to bed for a fortnight—he complained of
shooting pains in his wrists, shoulders and ankles, in
both hvpochondres and in the umbilical region—on exa-
mination, both lobes of the liverseemed tobe somewhathard-
‘ened and diminished in bulk—he was fretful and anxious,
sighed frequently, made deep inspirations and sudden
expirations—had palpitations and weaknesses, partial
clammy perspirations of the head and chest, flush-
ings of Lhe'face, and an uneasy heat in the palms
of the hands and soles of the feet—the bowels were
irritable and the pulse was irregular and intermit.l';inrr—-in
this state he cnntmued four days; a few minutes before he

breathed his Lu,t the abdomen swelled to an unusual

ratives had beenrecommended—the
fmces were blackish, brownish, tinged with blood and

mucus.
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mucus.— This Gentleman had been for years, what fs
called, bilious—was scrofulous, of a delicate form and
sallow complexion—about three years before, he was
seized with violent pains in the right hypochondriac and
in the umbilical region, which terminated by a copious
discharge from the bowels, of a matter resembling the
grounds of coffee.

This case presents some of the symptoms of the last
stage of scrofulo-schirrous, or consumptive liver.—Was
the sudden death owing to the rupture of an abscess or
blood-vessel of the liver /—This Gentleman has left four
children—two scrofulous—two apparently of sound con-
stitution—his father died of a disease of the bowels—his
mother, of pulmonary consumption.

CaSE—Mrs. B. aged 24, of a de!ir_..ate constitution,
had complained for months, of fugitive pains in the right
hypochondre, and throughout the abdomen—which
Tatterly had become more frequent and violent—the in-
ferior anterior portion of the right lobe was harden-
ed and diminished in size—the bowels were sluggish and
their contents morbid—a low fever existed, and a
pain of head and eye-balls, was a distressing and almost
constant symptom—the taste was vitiated, Em%sy or bit-

terish, and the gencral health was much reduced.

The
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The symptoms here, seemed to denote the progress of
mfulo-ﬁchlrrus of the liver, towards the SEEDﬂd stage
—it was happily checked by the use of purgdm'es,
steel, the tepid bath and the restorative regimen.—This
Lady has one child subject to attacks of head-ach ;—her
father died of liver-apoplexy. '

Case.—W. M. aged 28, a printer, of a melana
cholic temperament, sallow complexion and scro-
fulous habit, had complained, for five years, of
slight fugitive pains in the region of the great
lobe of the liver, occasionally extending through the
left—the bowels were irregular and the feeces and urine
preternatural-—he was weak and emaciated, had little ap-
petite, and was subject to low fever and to partial perspira-
tions of the head and breast—this man had been twice
mércurialised—whilst under the influence of mercury he
thnug]llt himself easier; shortly afterwards, there was an

aggravation of the symptoms, and debility and emaciatien
tollowed.

During two months he made tial of the warm
bath, . the muriated tincture of iron, purgatives and
the sulphureous spa—the aromatic plaster was applied
upon the part affected and a generous diet recom-
mended—his general health has amended and the local
uneasiness is diminished.—This patient has two chil-
d__;e,n, que yicketty and ill of ulceration of- the eye-
| lids :
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lids ;—~he has had two brothers and two sisters, botk
brothers died of pulmonary consumption, the sisters are
healthy—his father died of dropsy, and was, what is
commonly called, scorbutic—his mother had a hale
constitution.

Case.—In the autumn and winter of 1808, I visited a
Lady about 50 years old, of a strumous constitution and
delicate, irritable frame-—she complained of being bilious,
that is, of indigestion—in the E:].l]}" part of life she had
enjoyed health, though it was customary with her to pass,
from 3 to 8 days without having any evacuation hy the
bowel.—Both lobes of the liver were clummshed i
bulk, and knotted and hard as marble—bitters, mild
purgatives and calomel were préséribcd—_-—next in
consultation, mercurial fric:tions, the tepid bath and
taraxacum—then, the various preparatmns of steel and
crystals of tartar—and mercury, after about a month’s
interval from its first exhlbltmn, was again had recourse
to—of these remedies, the most useful, were the crystals
of tartar and the muriated tincture of iron—the most hurt-
ful, the mercury—on taking the former; the appetite and
health seemed to improve-—to the' latter, ' succeeded
prostration of strength and ascites—the functions of life
gave way—death closed the scene.

Here is an instance of the scrofulo-schirrous liver ag-
gravated by the mercurial course—the mother of this lady

died
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died consumptive ; aud one of her children is now dying
of pulmonary consumption.

Mr. D. aged 28, of a sallow complexion and scrofulous
habit, had complained of hamorrhoids for six years, accom-
panied by frequent painsand anirregularstate of the bowels
—the rectum was schirrous—he was feeble, emaciated and
hectic—about three months before his death the left lobe of
the liver was observed to be enlarged and bhardened ; mer-
cury was then administered, but with sensibly bad effects
—he was sent to the country—diarrheea came on—he died
—in this instance, the scrofulo-schirrus of the liver super-
vened to, or, took its rise from, the scrofulous action that
was going on in the rectum—what may be considered as
singular, the appetite, in this instance, continued good
until the disease had nearly exhausted the body.—The
mother of this gentleman fell an eariy victim to pulmonary
consumption—he has left one child of a pale complexion,

and whose liver is enlarged.

Dec. 1808, Case.—A Gentleman, aged 54, of a delicate
serofulous coustitution, had been, for years, subject to
pains and uneasiness in both hypochoundres; occasionally
suretching towards the right and left shoulder; these symp-
toms were accompanied by a considerable derangement of
the natural functions—during the last six months of hislife,
he labounred under permanent jaundice, and cedema of the
feet and ankles—-—the foeces were darkish or greyish, the

K urine
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urine was sometimes of a red, sometimes of a coffee colour
—fever existed in a low degree—to mercury a fair and

full trial had been given-—after the second course, the

dropsical symptoms setin—the tonic plan of treatment was
subsequently rec'mnmcnded, but medicine could be then of
little avail; for, both lobes of the liver were disorganized,
and every-func:t]on of life was impaired.—This complaint
appearsto be serofulo-schirrusof the liverinitssecond stage,
which came on imperceptibly, and forwhich, no cause could
be assigned, except anxiety of mind arising from losses in
trade, and acting on a body predisposed to this disease.—
This Gentleman had six children—two died of pulmonary
consumption and one of dropsy of the brain—his father
died of ascites—his mother was suddenly taken off by
dysentery.

A. M.—A voung Lady, aged 21, of a sallow complexion
and strumous habit, has complained for several weeks
of pain in the posterior portion of the great lobe of
the liver—she is subject to flushing of the face, to
head-ach and to a teazing congh—the appetite is irregular
and fastidious—the bowels are constipated, and their con-
tents preternatural—leeches have been applied upon the
part affected—cathartics have been administered, and the
air of the country has been tried, with manifest ad-
vantage,

The father of this lady is subject to cough and te
bilious attacks—her mother is scrofulous and asthmatic—

one
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one of her aunts died of a schirrus of the rectum—ano-

ther is now jaundiced.

In this case we are presented with some of the
symptoms of the first stage of scrofulo-schirrus of the
liver, and which, if neglected or mal-treated, will, at

length, run into the second or confirmed stage.

About six months ago, I visited a child eight
years old, ill of jaundice, and of enlarged liver and
abdomen-—the bowels were torpid, the foces of a pale
colour, the urine was of ‘a deep red, and the tongue foul—
there was little appetite and much thirst—purgatives and
the tepid bath removed the disease.—The mother of this
boy is serofulous and has had jaundice arising from schirrus
of theliver, for the cure of which mercury was administered
she lately had a similar attack, which has been' re-
moved by the application of leeches, by the judiciouns
use of purgatives, and by the warm bath ; avd toprevent a
return, the tonie plan of treatment has been recom-

mended.

The case of the child here related, points out not only
the hereditary nature of the_scrofulo-schirrous liver, but
the simple means by which it may, in the fust instance, be®
removed—had m,er-::-qry. been employed, the constitution
wonld have been injured and dropsy might have followed,

or, the complaint might have been confirmed,

BILTARY
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BILTARY CALCULL

Biliary Calculi are found in the pori biliarii, in the
gall-bladder, and in the hepatic, cystic and common
ducts—they produce jaundice and give rise to excruciating
pain in the epigastric region, and to great derangement
of the aI-imentar_;,' anal—the violence, obstinacy and re-
currence of this complaint, depend on the size, number
and form of the _ﬂ_i_l.lg[il]ﬁﬂi;f they be so large, or so situated, as
to impede the free passage of the bile nto the duodenum,
the liver is distended and paingd, and jaundice follows—
if the calculus be angular and of such bulk as to pass with
difficulty from the common duct into the dpodenum, an
acute pain is felt in the region of the stomach or umbilicus,
accompanied, sometimes, by inflammation of the part so
affected.—A solvent for biliary caleuli has been long sought
after, but has not yet been found—-the day of this discovery
appears far distant—a particular regimen may, perhaps,
obviate their formation ; but, to go in quest of a medicine
which will act on biliary caleuli, when locked up in their
duncts, is going in pursuit of an ignis fatuus—these caleuli
are so situated, that no medicine can come in contact
with them ; and when we reflect on the manj' changes the
remedy must undergo, in the digetive, lacteal and san-
cuiferous processes, and its subsequent modification in
the biliary system, before it can reach the seat of disease;
it must appear evident, that its properties will be so

changed,
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changed, that it can then possess but little of its original sol-
vent powers—it 1s, therefore, something worse than useless,
to administer snch medicines as can only act as solvents of
these calculi when taken out of the body—mercury and the
alkalis, alcohol and the turpentines have been repeatedly
tried without effect—the three latter are now generally
laid aside ; yet, because the disease is accompanied with
symptoms attendant on other diseases of the liver, prac-
titioners are misled, and mercury is administered in a
complaint, placed beyond the sphere of its operation.

But, laying aside this question, it is of moment to
distinguish the pain, which arises in inflammation
of the stomach and bowels, from that which pro-
ceeds from biliary calculi, and, to ascertain the méde of
freatment, which, in doubtful cases, would be most advis-
able—in the pain attending biliary caleuli, we are told
that the pulse remains undisturbed ; whilst, in that which
accompanies inflammation, it is weak and frequent—and
this observation does, sometimes, hold good; but,
the pulse is a fullacious criterion, because it varies
considerably in strength and frequency in each dis-
ease—and biliary calculi and enteritis are, moreover,
frequently conjoined, owing to the stimulus and pressure
of a hard, sharp-poinied body on a highly sensible and
muscular canal—but, supposing the pulse to be but

little
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little altered, it othier symptoms indicate mflammation, and
the patient be strong and plethoric, would it be prudent
to neglect the employment of those means, which alone, in
the one case, could save the life of the patient ; and from
which, in the other, no evil was to be apprehended 7
the line of conduct to be observed on such occasions,
must be directed by a consideration of previous symptoms,
present appearances and prchable consequences—if the
pain have been attended by jaundice, and have continued
for daysin the region of the biliary ducts, with intervals of
ease; and if the appetite, strength and spirits, have been
but little impaired, there is ground to hope that a formi-
dable disease does not exist; and these symptoms will
forma striking contrast, with the feverish disposition, the
dejected countenance, the despondent mind and the
“sndden prostration of strength which characterize

enteriis.

Emetics and cathartics are remedies in common use for
the cure of biliary caleuli—emetics are given to rouse and
stimulate the ducts to discharge their contents ; or, ratherto
force out the calculus, by a sudden concussion of the body,
and by the pressure of the neighbouring muscles and
abdominal viscera—the propriety of the practice will
depend on the degree of paii:, and on the occurrence of
such other symptoms, as may denote the presence or ab-
sence of inflammation—the same remark will apply to

cathar-
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cathartics, making due allowance for their less stimulating
properties.

== In doubtful cases, it will be prudent, in the first in-
stance, to make use of fomentations, or of the warmbath ;
or, to resort to blood-letting, or to opiates mixed with
catharties, a combination, which, in affections of the
alimentary canal or biliary ducts, accompanied by pain,
spasm or constipation, is often productive of unexpected
relief,

JAUNDICE.

A yellowness of the skin and tunica conjunctiva of the
eye, and a preternatural state of the feeces and urine,
constitute the complaint called Jaundice.—Are these
symptoms to be considered as forming a distinet disease of
the liver 7—are they not rather to be reckoned asaccidental
symptoms proceeding from various and opposite diseases?
—they oecur in obstructions of the liver, in obstructions of
the neighbouaring viscera, in cholera, in fevers; and they
proceed, likewise, from the presence of calculi in the

biliary ducts.

But, if it must be considered as a distinct disease, we
should never lose sight of one point, that itis no primary
complaint of the liver, but of its ducts; and as much to be
separated from the diseases of the liver as the diseases of
the ureters are from those of the kidneys.—And this I wish

a ril-
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particularly to dwell on, because, the mere jaundiced ap-
pearance of a patient, is too often considered as a suffi-
cient cause for the exhibition of mercury; whereas it is
evident that if the ducts be primarily concerned, this
remedy cannot fail to be injurious; for it stimulates the
vessels of the liver and increases the secretion of bile ;
hence, when obstruction takes place, the further dis-

tension of the ductsand liver, and the consequent aggra-

vation of the symptoms—in fevers, also, it may be
observed, that the liver is alrcady too much ex-
cited, and that mercury must necessarily increase such
excitement—and, in certain enlargements of the neigh-
bouring viscera, giving rise to jaundice, itwould butaggra-

vate the morbid actions a]mady existing.

WHAT IS THE NATURE OF THE COMPLAINT,
NAMED BILIOUS :

=

No disease is more frequently spokenof by practitioners
or complained of by the public than the Bilious; yet, its
history is not related, nor its mode of cure established—no
fixed idea is annexed to it, nor do the faculty seem
agreed as toits nature or causes—unumercus are the patients
that complain of being bilious; it seldom happens, how-
ever, that any two relate the same symptoms; and though

the
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the disease be familiar, yet every thing with regard to i,
is vague and nnsatisfactory.

I shall endeavour to remove some of the difficulties
which obscure this subject by a brief inquiry into its
symptoms and pathology.—The liver generally retains its
natural size—it may be somewhat E}Ilﬂl‘gﬁd, but is never
altered in structure—the appetite is impaired and capri-
cious—the bowels are torpid and their contents often pale,
or otherwise morbid—the urine is scanty, and deposits a
mucous or lateritious sediment, the skin is dry and con-
stricted, there is yertigo, and the complexion is wan or
sallow—the senses are blunted and vitiated, especially
those of smell and taste ; the mind is listless and dissatisfied,
and there is a general languor and uneasiness, unaccom-

panied by any urgent symptom, er pain of any viscus.

Such are the symptoms which appear to characterize the
eomplaint called, Bilious—they depend on a torpor
of the vessels of the chylopoietic viscera, particularly
~of the liver; hence, a defective and vitiated secretion
in these organs; the food no longer undergoes the
changes necessary to its solution; and its conversion

into healthy chyle is prevented.

From what has now been stated, it is obvious that the
igestive organs are primarily concerned, and that the
' L food
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food is not digested nor assimilated ; the disease therefore
would be more aptly denominated Indigestion, than
Bilious; for, the term, Bilious, denotes a superabundance
of bile, whereas from the history as now related, it appears
evidently to be deficient.

This complaint occurs very frequently in the weak and
phlegmatic of both sexes; aund proceeds from all those
causes which lower the tone and energy of the digestive
organs; particularly, a sedentary life and anxiety of
mind.

The indications of cure are manifest—they consist in
exciting the vessels of the abdominal viscera and of the
skin, to their wonted healthy actions—these objects may,
in general, be accomplished by the judicious administra-
tion of purgatives, by a fit diet, by exercise on horseback,
by early hours and strict temperance, by a cheerful so-
ciety, and by the use of the flesh-brush, the tepid or cold
bath, and of a chalybeate spaw,

Ipecacuanha, sometimes, proves eminently serviceable
from its tendency to act on the vessels of the surface;
the importance of supporting which, cannot be toe
strongly urged ; for, such is the sympathy and con-
nexion between the skin and the stomach and intestines,
that, whatever increases the tone of the former, propor-
uonably augments the energy of the latter; this is exem-

plified
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plified in the effects of sea-bathing and of exercise in the
open air; and in the advantages to be derived from the
use of the flesh-brush.—And here, I may make mention
of the shower-bath, which, not only in this complaint,
but in most mheﬁ, where baths are found to be beneficial,
is deserving of attention—it is portable, simple in its con-
struction, and easily erected in the chamber or anti-
chamber of the sick—and, what is of considerable mo-
ment, the shock may be adjusted to the strength and
feelings of the patient, by regulating the quality, quan-
tity and temperature of the water.

It is now necessary to say a few words on the use of
calomel, a remedy in common -use for the cure of this
complaint; and so universally employed in families,
as to be considered as a domestic one—it is the supposed
specific for bile, and such i1s the association that exists
between the words bile and calomel, that, on the bare
mention of bile, calomel 1s | prescribed as its un-

doubted spf:ciﬁ{:.

Such is the opinion of the day with respect to calomel ;
which, like many others, has been taken up on trust
and acted on without inquiry—that instantaneous relief,
often attends its exhibition, there is no deubt—it iﬁ'géne-

rally
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rally quick of npbrﬁtiun; it is tasteless, easily swallowed
and retained ; and these are some of the chief reasons for
its general administration _.nmrdt:'-ver, from the immediate
ease which is, at times, procured by this remedy, it is re-
peated as often as such ease is required—but, the relief
obtained, does not always counterbalance the evil pro-
duced—its very effects, not unfrequently, give occasion to
its repetition, for, symptoms arise which are mistaken for,
or confounded with, the previous malady; and, for the
rcmuva] of which, it is again had recourse to.

The more immediate ill effects of calomel are, colic,
gripes, tenesmus, diarrhza, bloody stools, prolapsus-aniand
convaisions; more particularly in the puny offspring of en-
feebled or diseased parents—its secondary operation is slow
and obscure, and, therefore, more alarming, shewing itself
in loss of appetite, in weakness and irregularity of the
bowels, and in a general debility and irritability of the
entire nervous and muscular systems—the complexion
changes from a rosy to a pale or lemon-colour—the fibre
becomes flaccid, a low, irregular fever makes its appear-
ance, and the flesh and strength decay—such are the
secondary eflects of the long continued tse of calomel—
ur some habits, they are accompanied by swellings of the
mezenteric, cervical or axillary glands; in others, with
sore eves, diseased tecth and gums, or with complaints of
the 'spine, knee or hip-joint-—and, as months or years
senerally elapse before the secondary diseaces are deve-

loped,
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loped, their real cause is mostly overlooked—it is no
unusual matter, to hear parents express their surprise and
concern, at the presence of scrofula in their children ; and
to hear them give as a reason, that no such complaint had
before appeared in their families—in these cases, I have
discovered, more than once, that calomel had been the
domestic medicine.—No doubt, difficulties mav be started
against the explanation of the appearance of scrofula,
on the ground of the general exhibition of mercury;
nor, is it pretended, that it arises on every such abuse of
this remedy; I simply maintain, that it supervenes to its
use, in cases, where no other cause could be assigned ;
and, that it is evolved in others, where it might have re-

mained undet'(’:‘;{}ped.

And, to shew that this dangerous prepossession in favour
of -calomel, is not confined to the treatment of bilious
oi liver-complaints ; we have only to look at the unsuccess-
ful practice of those, who placed confidence in its vir-
tues, in the cure of the fever and other diseases of
our troops, on their return from Spain and Walcheren.

But, while calomel 1s considered as a specific
for the complaint called Bilious; few are agreed
as to the quantity, in which it should be exhibited,
or, as to its mode of operation; some give it in small
doses to correctthe bile ; others, in large ones to absorb or
extract the bile from, or, to emulee the biliary ducts; and,

in
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in a dark age, the terms, emulge—specific—and such like;
were held as explanatory of unknown or even inexplicable
phenomena—in a more enlightened one, they were
examined and condemned as erroneous ; and, strange te

say, at a still brighter period, they are revived.

Calomel, in large doses, acts as a purgative, and thus,
may prove serviceable ; but, it is not thence entitled to a
greater degree of credit, than other purgatives of an active
quality : if the duodenum have been obstructed; this
obstruction removed, the biliary and pancreatic fluids flow
with ease into the intestines and relief is obtained ; but,
the same effect would follow the administration of other
cathartics, given in suitable doses—purgatives unload
the bowels, in the first instance—frequently repeated, or
violent in operation, they carry off the chyle, over-excite
the glands and exhalants of the intestines, and cause an
abstraction of those fluids, which should go to the support of
the body—the consequences are, emaciation, debility and
irregular fever—some pufgatives are considered to be more
active than others; they diifer, however, chiefly according
to the dose and manner in which they are administered—
those called drastic, are scammony, gamboge, calomel,
jalap, colocynth, &c.——which, taken in small doses, or
mixed with substances that blant their acrimony, are slow
and gentle in their operation—in large doses, or in arough
form, thev purge briskly, ov gripe violeutly, or both—on

the
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e other hand, the purgatives, denominated the milder;
as castor-oil, thubarb, the netral salts, &c.—exhibited
m large quauiitj‘, act as drastics—still, however, the effects
produced by both the mild and drastic, are the same ;—an
evacuation of the contents of the bowels, in the first
instance—an abstraction of fluids, and a wasting of flesh
and strength, in the second.—The bowels, small and large,
constitute . one long convoluted canal, each portion of
which is closely allied to its neighbouring one, through the
medium of fibres, nerves and blood-vessels—remove from
this canal some obstructing body, or empty any portion
of it, and the whole or remaining parts will be relieved
and better fitted to discharge their offices—colics arising
from constipation, or other causes, are cured alike by
the drastic or milder purgatives, and where the former
fail, the latter succeed, and vice versa:—if the pancreas
or liver be overloaded by their respective seccretions;
whether the obstructing cause exist in the ducts, in the
organs themselves, or in some morbid condition of the
fluids, the neutral salts, castor-oil or rhubarb, are as likely
to prove useful as scammony, gamboge or calomel-—
if the whole of the abdominal viscera he'tm'pid, they are
equally well excited to a healthy action, by the long-conti .

in the

nued use of the gentle, as of the active cathartics
diarrhiea and dysentery of ‘these countries; in the fluxes
of the tropics ; the feeces, on the exhibition of purgatives,
vary copsiderably in colour and consistence; but these

varieties
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varieties do not depend on the purgative employed, but
on the nature of the disease, on the quality of the food,
on the constitution of the patient and of the atmosphere ;
and, on the state of the secretions poured into and
from the alimentary canal; and, where the disease is
curable, it yields as readily to fit doses of the mild as of
the more acrid cathartics—such are the considerations
which induce me to conclude that purgatives have one
common effect, and that the distinctions commonly drawn

betwixt them, are more imaginary than real.

But, thongh it appear, that these distinctions are ill-
founded ; and that calomel can only rank as a purgative ;
yet, owing to certain peculiarities of constitution, the
same purgative 1s not equally well-adapted to every habit—
in the scrofulous and gouty, for example, or, in cases of
weakness or irritability of the alimentary canal; it often
bappens, that the neutral salts produce nausea and gripes,
and diffuse a sense of languor and coldness throughout
the frame; in such instances, the warmer purgatives as
the electuary of scammony, the tinctures of senna,
rhubarb, &c. are more safe and certain in their operation-—
as the saline, however, are held by many practitioners, to be
superior to all others in liver and bilious- complaints —they
may, perhaps, agree with the stomach, aud fully answer
the end, if taken dissolved in some aromatic water, or, in

broth scasened with capsicum.
Cathar-



83

Cathartics have been fre;luently recommended, and
they deservedly rank among our first remedies in the
treatment of the various diseases mentioned ;=~it may
be proper, however, to observe, that it is neces-
sary to fix limits to their use—in the robust and
melancholie, accustomed to full living, and where
the strength is but little impaired, they may be
given with freedom and safety; but, in the debilitated
and irritable; in those of a strumous habit, or m-:}rhidly
sensible nerve, it becomes requisite to administer them

with caution and discrimination.

HYDATIDS, WORMS, AND EARTHY CONCRE-
TIONS OF THE LIVER.

OF the nature or cure of the above complaints, little
is understood.—What T wish particularly to observe, is,
that they sometinies cause a sense of weight and uneasi-
ness in the region of the liver, and may give rise to
jaundice, chronic hepatitis or schirrus; the existence of
any of which will lead, according to the present system,
to the active employment of | mercury.—A little reflection
however, must render it ﬂbviuusl, that mercury cannat,
under such circumstanees, be of any avail ; because it is
incapable of removing the original malady ; and, as it has
heen shewn to be not only a stimulating, but a debilitating

| M remedy,
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remedy, the consequence of its introduction will be, an
aggravation of former diseases, the production of new
ones, aund a reduction of health and strength.

CANCER OF THE LIVER.

Cancer lays hold of the womb, the stomach and of
various parts and glands of the body.—Does it not, also,
attack the liver >—~The component parts of this viscus are
similar to those of other organs seized with this disease.—
On the ground of structure, therefore; or, indeed, of any
known law of the animal ceconomy, no reason can be
assigned for its non existence in this organ; yet, authorsof
celebrity and practitioners of eminence pass it over in
silence.

Were I to form an opinion of the frequency of this
complaint, from my own experience, I should be inclined
to think, that, though an obscure, it is, by no means, a
very rare one—I conceive that I have met with three cases
of thiskind, which I shall now relate.

C ASE

Mr. C. aged 50, of a melancholic temperament and
strumous habit, for several vears, complained of pain
in the right hypochondre, occasionally shooting towards

the
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theright shoulder, accompanied by the various symptoms
which denote considerable derangement of the natural
functions.—Within the last four months, the pains have
become more violent and lancinating ; they come on instan«
taneously, and often so acutely, that he gives an involun-
tary shriek, and is obliged if walking, to stop short; he
presses his hand upon the part affected, and sometimes
throws himself down in agony upon the floor.—A low de-
gree of fever ispresent; during the paroxysm the pulse is
little disturbed, but the countenance expresses torment of
body and anguish of mind.—The bowels are constipated,
the fawces preternatural, and at times purulent and
sanious.—The urine is of a red or coffee colour, the com=
plexion, of a deep mahogany.—This gentleman has been
twice salivated—emaciation and increase of fever and
pain were the consequences.—DBlisters rather aggravate
than relieve—opiates and purgatives alone, afford any
considerable ease—the muriated tincture of iron improved
the appetite, and, for afew weeks, appeared to diminish the
violence of the pain—with this medicine he fell out, but,
again had recourse to it, and with advantage.—This patient

was sent to the country.—Iis father died of a cancer of

the upper lip.

Miss M. aged 86, of a sanguine temperament and
strumous habit, complained, for seven years, of shooting
pains in the right hypochondre—not long ago, these pains

hecame
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became acute and lancinating—there was a slow wasting
fever—the liver was indurated and diminished in bulk—
the bowels were much disturbed, and their contents fre-
quently tinged with purulent or sanious matter—opium,
the warm bath and purgatives gave relief—the
acetated tincture of iron, taken in asses milk, strengthe
ened the stomach, and, for a time, seemed to check the
tendency to hectic—thrice she had been salivated by
three different practitioners—a fourth course of mercury
was proposed, to which she gave a decided negative ; so
much had she suflfered from the three former.—She
was advised to try the effects of a milk diet and of country
air.—The mother of this lady was scrofulous and died of
a cancer of the breast.

Mzr. M. aged 46, of a strumous constitution, sedentary
life and social habits, complained, for twenty years, of
beingbilious, of occasional fugitive painsin the night side,
and of a torpid state of the bowels—during the last ten
vears of his life, he was subject to frequent attacks of
colic, and to more fixed and violent pains in the great
lobe of the liver—the pain sometimes was felt in the
- right shoulder—twice he laboured under jaundice, and
for months before his death, under hectic fever—the
remedies administered in the first instance, were purga-
tives, bitters aud mercurials, and with apparent good
afects; but the svmptoms returned with inereased violence

w51 {
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—at length, acute and lancinating pains seized the liver—
these pains, at one time, were likened to an attack of
gout in the stomach ; at another, to the torment felt on
the application of boiling water or melted lead ; or, on
-the amputation of a limb—the bowels were constipated
and their contents varied considerably ; now of a pitchy
colour and consistence, again brownish, purulent, sanious
or watery—towards the close of the complaint, the right lobe
of the liver was diminished in size, though before, it had
been much enlarged; and the paroxysms of pain became
more frequent—low delirium succeeded, the mind occa-
sionally lost its balance, and temporary fits of insanity
caine on—at such a stage of such a disease, it might be
presumed, that mercury would not be thought of ; but,
so great is our attachment to this favourite medicine, that
it was the only one presciibed in consultation—and,
here, to do justice to mercury, I shall observe, that, in this
instance, it had a good effect; for, it put a more speedy
termination to the sufferings of the patient.—The expres-
sion of countenance in this disease is deserving of atten-
tion—it is difficult of description, but once observed not
readily forgotten—dejected, penetrating and interesting
——perhaps, no other malady is characterised by such a
complete extinetion of hope ; neither the pleasures of a
hiome nor of society are enjoved or endured—involuntary
tcars and sighs burst forth—the cares of this world are
forgotten, while the patients countenance faithfully ex-

presses
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presses the image ever present to his imagination—the
gloomy silence of the tomb,

it ]ancumtmg pzuns 511{1(:1&1]!} comlng on and suddenly
dlmppt::;trmg, and a sanious and purulent dizcharge suc-
cccmnf; to Iontr cuntmucd schirrus, constitute the com-
plamt cal! ed cancer, are not the cases above related of
that nature ?

SIMPLE ENLARGEMENT O HARDNESS OF
THE LIVER.

This is 2 common complaint, and is often mistaken for
schirrus; both sexes, and all ages and temperaments are
subject to it; especially those of a plethoric habit, and
delicate females of sedentary lives. It is induced by
weakness and irritability of the alimentary canal, by in-
dolence, by too spare or to full a diet, by the violent or
depressing passions, by intemperance, and by fevers,
intermittent, remittent, or continued —The natural funce
tions are primarily and principally affected—if the disease
proceed to any height: the animal and vital become
disturbed. |

~ In order to discriminate simple enlargement or hardness,
from serofulo-schirrus of the liver, we may observe, that
the former is not an hereditary complaint, that the con-
stitution of those attacked is not serofulous, and that the
symptoms are less violent, and yield more readily to medi-

{ I1I[I
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cine, even tosuch as might aggravate the latter. The
mode of treatment is simple—in children, a cure is gene-
rally effected by the use of purgatives, and of the tepid
and cold baths, by frictions of the abdomen, by exercise
in the open air, and by a light and nutritious diet—much
the same plan is to be observed in the treatment of adults
of relaxed habits, and who have lived on a low watery
diet; to which we may subjoin, the use of wine, bark
and ' chalybeates—if these fail, recourse may be had
to mercury.—In the full plethoric babit, induced by
sloth and high living, the cure will depend on exercise
and abstinence, and on the moderate exhibition of

cathartics.

I bave enumerated fevers of different kinds among the
causes of this complaint—and, now, in order to shew their
influence, especially that of the intermittent, on the
biliary system, it may be proper to make the following
observations. During the spring scason of the last three
years, I prescribed for better than a hundred patients, ill
of the regular and irregular tertian, quartan, and quotidian
fever—many of these were cases of long standing, and in
such, the liver was enlarged or indurated, or both—in a
few, there were symptoms of low inflammation—in se-
veral, there was jaundice; in two of the strumous habit,
scrofulo-schirrus was produced, which every epdeavour to
remove proved ineffectual—many of the patients now

mentioned were relieved at St, George’s Dispensary—they
came
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came from the neighbourhood of Drumcondra, Clontarf,
Malahide and Fingal.—Whole families were attacked,
~men, women and children, and the complaint was more
violent and difficult of cure in the males than in the
- females. Of these hundred patients, about thirty were
labourers, the remainder were weavers, spinners and
servants; not one in twenty was a drunkard, andnot one
of the entire, had previously laboured under any liver-
complaint—here, the discased biliary action stood in the
relation of effect with respect to the intermittent; at the
same time I must remark, that in every instance where
the liver was much engaged, the intermittent was ren-
dered thereby still more tedious and unmanageable.

~ What has just heen advanced with regard so the Inter-
mittent Fever will apply to the continued ; in which, the
uneasiness or pain, fclt on the pressure of the rnight
hypochondre, and of the epigastric region, and so gene-
vally ascribed to low inflammation or irritability of the
stomach, seems to me, to depend more frequently on
ﬂ#eraexcitemenl of the vessels of the liver—and, in this
opinion, I am supported by the occasional presence of
symptoms of hepatitis, or yellow fever, which accompany
the typhus gravior, particularly duriﬁg part of our summer
and autumn months—the inference to be hence drawn,
1s obvious and important—our attension should be more
frequently directed to the disturbed state of the biliary

Organ
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organ in fever, which, though an effect only, in the first
instance, may yet, in the course of the complaint, where
matters are nearly balanced, turn the scale against the
patient, if not attended to and corrected—in such cases
the application of stupes, leeches or blisters in the neigh-
‘bourhood of the liver, and the full administration of pur-

‘gatives have been extremely beneficial.

DO WINE AND SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS OPE-
RATE SPECIFICALLY IN THE PRODUCTION
OF LIVER-COMPLAINTS ?

There are no ideas more commonly received, than that
liver-complaints are the childeen of intemperance, and
that our ancestors were exempted from them.—That
liver-complaints are more prevalent than formerly, is
generally admitted.—1 have already remarked that the
inhabitants of this country are extremecly subject to
serofulo-schirrus of this organ—but we cannot therefore
say, thatwine and spirituous liquors operate specifically in
their production ; and, in looking at the past and present
state of this kingdom, we are fully justified in making

the assertion.

Perhaps no nation in the habitable globe, within

the same number of years, made such rapid
N ad -
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advances in agricalture and commerce; in arts,
sciences and civilization, as the Irish;—this pe-
riod commenced with the declaration of free trade
and constitution, at which time the mind of the
kingdom assumed a new rank and station ;—the public
attention  was directed to worthy pursuits, and di-
verted from ignoble ones—virtue and genius, industry
and enterprise were alike encouraged and rewarded—
in the generous emulation of warth and talent, the inha-
bitants began to think and feel—they saw their errors and
strove to correct them-—drunkenness, their former boast,
was now their reproach; and they have since become,

comparatively speaking, a sober people.

Now, had liver-complaints arisen from the use of wine
and spirituous liquors, we should conclude, that our
ancestors, so far from being exempted from, were more
subject to them—the reverse of which is generally ac-
knowledged.—And though we here allow that the nature
of these complaints js better understood, yet this will not
be considered as sufficient ta explain, why they are of
lat¢ become so universal.—But, in order to prove still
farther, that wine and spirituous liquors do not operate
specifically in their production, we haye ounly to state,
that those who indulge freely in the use of these liquors,
are not the most subject to liver-complaints—that they

exist
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exist in those who are temperate, and are found even in
children and infants,—According to this view of the sub.
ject it would appear that when the constitution is seund,
wine and spirituous liquors may be taken, for a consider-
able length of time, without injuring the liver—when
they produce this effect, it seems to be, by first diminish=
ing the tone and activity of the stomach ; and, hence itis,
that the liver when scrofulous is readily acted on, because
the stomach partakes of its enfeebled and irregular
actions ; and therefore, not only wine and spirituous
hquors, but many other causes, by debilitating the energy
of the stomach, thereh}; diminish the energy of the hiver,
and aggravate the irregular actions already existing in
that viscus,

CONCLUSION.

. Such are the observations I had to make, on the dis-
eases of the liver, and on the evils which result from the
indiscriminate vse of mercury in their. treatment—it
further remains to inquire in what particular morbid con-
ditions of this organ, it may be beneficially administered—
if the affection be syphilitic, the propriety of its use
cannot be guestioned—but, in what other cases it should
be exhibited, is a matter not so easily determined.—To
speak from my own experience, mercury promises to be
most useful, where there is a loss of tone and energy in

the
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the secretory and absorbent vessels of the liver, inde-
pendent of any scrofulous taintyand wnaccompanied by
tubercles, or any disorganization of its substance—under
these circumstances, whether it be hardened—whether
it be enlarged or diminished in bulk, mercury may be
given with safety and advantage—exhibited in small
quantity and long continued, it acts asa diffusive stimulus
to the entire sanguiferous and lyinphatic systems, andl
the secretory and absorbent vessels of the liver are thus ex-
cited and restored to their wonted healthy actions—though
this be admitted, still it may be asked,—is the practitioner
warranted in giving so active a remedy, without a previous
trial of the more safe, and perhaps, equally eflicacious
ones already enumerated ?

T now close what I had to offer-—my chief objects were,
to check the indiscriminate use of mereury, in diseases of
the liver—and to give some account of the nature and
treatment of the scrofulo-schirrus or consumption of this

ﬂl‘gﬂ.ﬂ .

If the opinions which I have advanced be founded in

truth, they must, from the importance of the subject, be |

descrving of attention—and even where erroneous, the
investigation which leads to the detection of the error,

will be attended with advantage,









