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now calls in for their adhesion, is such as would have singly
occasioned a similar produetion. This being the case, be-
fore allowing that they can be formed by simple retarda-
tion, some positive proofs must be adduced of their forma-
tion in that manner, since we have so many instances of
inflammation causing similar phenomena.

That these bodies, however, are not the product of the
effusion of coagulable lymph, but can be formed in the ab-
sence of inflammation, is rendered probable from the con-
sideration that we frequently find in the heart and larger
vessels immediately after death, fibrinous masses of such
consistency as strongly to favour the opinion of their having
been formed during the life of the individual,—that these
bodies are unattached to the walls of the containing cavities,
and in many cases no appearance can be discovered on their
surface, such as can induce us to infer that they had ever been
so attached,—and that the lining membrane of the heart or
vessels in such cases presents no traces of the previous exist-
ence of inflammatory action. 'When polypi have thus been
formed, a question arises whether their organization takes
place solely within themselves, or whether a connecting
medium is first established with the walls of the heart.
The remarks already made on phlebolites will be equally
applicable here, for in both cases though the observations of
some authors would lead us to think that organization must
go on before there is any attachment, yet those of others are
equally in favour of such being necessary. The latter view
appears in some measure to be supported by an observation



























