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“ TECTION TO THE INDIVIDUAL, if 2§ nof
“ prejudicial to the Public.”

Impressed with these considerations, the
Governors of the Small Pox Hospital, a few
months since, abolished the inoculation of
out-patients. This shocking eustom, still,
however, prevails to a great extent in some
other parts of the town; and I mention the
fact, in order to prove how httle will be
gained to Vaccination, while this is per-
mitted by the Law. For Mr. Highmore
must be aware, that the very fatality of the
Small Pox, so uninterruptedly kept up, is
in itself an argument, and creates a pre-
judice, against the Cow Pox, in the minds
of the lower classes; who, seeing victims
to the Small Pox, daily falling around
them, draw an unfavourable conclusion as
to the preventive powers of Vaccination ;
not stopping to consider whether these vic-
tims had resorted to it or not ; for the poor
and ignorant cannot nicely discriminate.

But, notwithstanding Mr. Highmore’s
protest against any Parliamentary enact-
ments to prevent the infection of Small
Pox, I augur favourably, as to the adoption
of some prohibitory regulations, from the
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¢ to the Small Pox Hospital,” however long
accustomed ¢

It would be equally beneficial, 1n my
opinion, were this hospital no longer al-
lowed to be a depot of variolous matter for
. any purpose; and it was with much satis-
faction I lately heard, that this death-dealing
fluid was nearly exhausted there.

Mr. Highmore further objects to the first
clause of the Bill, because it will prevent
the medical officers from receiving any more
patients into the Hospital for Inoculation.
So much the better: because the funds of
the charity will then not be misapplied, 1n
encouraging a prejudice in favour of Small
Pox Inoculation: and the danger of infec-
tion now probably existing from the con-
taminated clothes and linen of those pa-
tients, when they are sent to their homes,
and to those who apply for Vaccination at
this Hospital, will be obviated, Indeed I
should be glad to see that the same bene-
volent Governors, by whose means the Inocu-
lation of out-patients was prohibited, would,
anticipate the legislature, and of themselves.
finish their praise-worthy work, by abolish-
ing Inoculation at the Hospital altogether,

D





















40

whereas the College of Physicians, in their
Report, inform us, that (after Vaccination)
¢ the Small Pox, in the few instances where
¢ 1t has subsequently occurred, has been ge-
“ nerally mild and transient.”

The College also state, that ¢ amongst
« several hundred thousand cases, with the
“ results of which the College have been
“ made acquainted, the nnmber of alledsed
¢ failures has been surprisingly small, so
*““ much so as to form cerfainly no reason-
“ able objection to the general adoption of
“ Vaccination." Anc ] think it a circum-
stance worthy of the greatest attention, that,
eager as the opponents and the calumniators
of the practice have been, to discover a case
of failure among the many thousands vacci-
nated by Dr. JENNER, 1t does not appear
that they have yet succeeded,

But Mr. Highmore also speaks of the
 bad consequences” of Vaccination. Let
us therefore hear what the College of Phy-
siclans say on this part of the subject: “The
““ testimonies before the College of Physicians
“ are very decided 1n declaring, that Vaccina-
“ tion does less mischief to the constitution,
“ and less frequently gives rise to other dis-
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the shocking prejudice. Every day therefore,
that we indulge this alleged parental right
of choosing the destroying Small Pox for
our progeny, at this period, when a safe sub-
stitute has been discovered, we are, in my
opinion, sanctioning an act, prohibited by
divine and human laws.

A great part of the world beside, is already,
by means of Vaccination, freed from the
Small Pox ; and if they pursue their efforts
as strenuously as at present, they will pro-
bably ere long be totally exempt from that
disorder : in this case, the country which
gave the antidote to other nations, will soon
become the only depositary, in which the
original poison is to be found, unless we
adopt an efficient plan for its destruction.
In one point of view, this will manifest a
want of feeling, and will be disgraceful ; in
others it will affect our commercial interests:
for all the countries, with whom we have
any intercourse, will be under the necessity
of adopting the most rigid quarantine regu-
lations, in order to prevent the introduction
of what may then be aptly termed the * Bri-
tish Pest,” lest the younger part of their
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and far be it from me to oppose any dispo-
sition to profit of his suggestions,

Perhaps enough may be done ere the Bill
is passed into a Law, to obviate his scruples
on this head. At all events I earnestly hope
that the Legislature, impressed with the im-
mense importance of this subject, in mercy
to their country, which has been so long
drained of its population, and in pity to indi-
vidual feeling, which has been so constantly
wounded by this cause, will by efficient
enactments ¢ prevent the spreading of the in-
fection of the Small Pox:” and that they will
be cordially aided by the medical profession,
so conspicuous for their humanity ; and by
whose benevolent co-operation in this plan,
the Small Pox might be soon wholly exter-
minated. On this ground, I am certain,
we should have nothing to apprehend from
dissatisfaction of any kind, much less from
Mr. Highmore’s terrible denunciation of a
“ discontent far worse than that of a Wat
“ Tyler, or the worst ferments in the worst
 of times.” For even, should a few obscure
and unfeeling practitioners, who at present
draw no small emolument from the Small
Pox, and live by encouraging this disease,
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detailed by you ; nor has there been one cireum-
stance which can lead us to apprchend any
change in future. We are now so satisfied on
this subject, that we have long laid aside all our
fears of losing it. I need scarcely mention, that
the disease has, 1n many thowsand instances, been
put to the test of Variolous Inoculation, and expo-
sire to the confagion of the natural disease.”

¢ On this Island the Small Pox was annually
epidemic. Since the introduction of the Vac-
cine, it has done but little mischief, and for the
last three years has not even appeared ; indeed I
am sorry for this, for such is the apathy and in-
dolence of the Asiatic character, that an evil a
little removed is seldom attended to, or feared.
I feel frequently the effect of this; for, when
soliciting and urging parents to bring their
children to my station, they tell me, ¢ Why fear
Atala (Small Pox)? Your disease has driven it
away, and we have nothing to fear. 1f Small
Pox again appears, we will all come to you at
once.” If this reasoning be foolish, it would be
difficult to produce so strong a testimony of
their confidence in the preventative efficacy of
the new discovery.” . :

“The mortality from the visitation of the
Small Pox in any district in this Country is
much indeed beyond what you can imagine in
Furope. It is certain that on a favourable com-
putation one wn three die of Small Pox in this
country. Indeed the mortality at certain sea-
sons, and under certain circumstances, 25 fre-
quently more than half ; that is, when one hun-
dred are seized with this loathsome disease, fifty
perish ! Even the inoculated Small Pox proves
a serious disease here : independently of the
common objections that are fairly urged against
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made use of Vaccination) to sixty persons, the
greatest number of which occurred in the year
1802, when Vaccination was yet but little prac-
tised. At the end of the year 1804 near seven
thousand persons had been vaccinated. I have
not seen the Registers of the last two years;
but I am sure that the result drawn from them
would be still more favourable to Vaceination.”

“ In Sweden and Finland Vaccination has
been generally introduced ; and continues to
be practised.”

Lxtract from a Letter of Dr. JAMES SMITH, of
Baltimore (Maryland), fo Dr. JENNER, dated

“ As it must be gratifying to every philan-
thropic mind to hear how far the important ad-
vantages which it has pleased God the human
race should derive from your inestimable dis-
covery, have been extended to distant countries;
1 feel it a duty incumbent on me, while I claim
the honour to have been the first who succeeded
in communicating it effectually in this part of
the United States, to make you acquainted with
its introduction into this city, and with the pro-
gress we have made in the art of securing our-
selves from our old enemy the Small Pox.”

“ On the st day of May 1801, I performed
my first successful Vaccination in a public in-
stitution.”’

“ From this case I continued to propagate it
to others for several months: I then inoculated
them repeatedly with variolous matter, carried
them into infected houses, and exposed them in
contact with persons labouring under the na-
tural as well as inoculated Small Pox ; they were
all found to be secure, and perfectly unsusceptible
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vietion, and consequently to ignorance, than te
mere vulgar prejudice.

‘““ As examples are always more persuasive

and efficient than arguments or moral strictures,
I thought it would not be unserviceable to make
‘the public acquainted with some facts, which,
in my course of practice, have come immedi-
ately to my own knowledge, whence the public
‘may judge how far Vaccination is entitled to
#Eneral patronage and adoption. After having,
in the course of last year, inoculated about
'mem}r-ﬁve children at Elde and Paterswalde,
‘in the department of Drenthe, with Vaccine
matter, the natural Small Pox made its appear-
‘ance last winter at both these places as usual ;
they soon became extremely virulent, several
children suffered severely, three died of the dis-
temper, and one lost its right eye, while the above-
mentioned twenty-five children who were vacci-
nated, remained free from all contagion during
the whole of the time that this disease raged
there with such virulence : this circumstance
naturally attracted the notice of the inhabi-
tants ; many parents were induced to have re-
course to Vacecination, and in the course of a
fortnight, one hundred and fifty children of dif-
ferent ages were brought to me for that pur-
{mse, and the consequence happily was, that
he further progress of the natural Small Pox,
which threatened the most serious and fatal ef-
fects, was not only immediately arrested, but
even (if 1 may be allowed the expression) so
completely exterminated, that since that period,
not one child has died, or otherwise suffered by
this dreadful disorder. In order to shew that [
kave not overrated its beneficial effects, 1 here
subjoin the following certificate.





















