The extraordinary case, and perfect cure, of the gout, by the use of
hemlock and wolfsbane, as related by the patient Mons. 'Abbé Mann ... /
Written by the Abbé himself in French. With a translation by Philip
Thicknesse.

Contributors

Mann, Mons. I'abbé, 1735-1809.
Thicknesse, Philip, 1719-1792.

Publication/Creation
London : J. Stockdale, 1784.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/hyz4brkm

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
















B = Taid

§ IR,

WAS honored with your letter of the

26th inftant, and am forry to fee the fub-
je& of it gives you fo much pain ; therefore
to contribute, as much as lies in me, to your
tranquillity on that head, I an{wer it without
delay.  'What thofe two worthy gentlemen;
Governor Ellis and Mr. Bofville, (whofe
friend(hip I fingularly efteem and cherifh,)
told you, is moft certainly true.

When I came to return your vifit, and
to pay my refpects to your Lady and Family,
word was brought me at the apothecary’s
door, gu’etant en grand vifite on ne pouvort
pas me recevoir, or in {ome fuch words as

thofe, but precifely to the fame meanmg*
Being rather furprized, I alked my man re-

peatedly if he had afked for you by name,

~and if he was certain of the anfwer he

brought me? On his affuring it, and know=
ing by many years experience his exaQitude
and fidelity in giving or receiving a meflage,

' I could

* A wicked contrivance of one Vandugove, the Court Apo-
thecary;, td create a milunderftanding between the Abbé and the
Edutor, ;



( vii )
I could no longer doubt of it. The only
fentiment it infpired me with, was to make
me give way to my natural bent and ten-
dency of mind, which inclines me almoft
irrefiftibly to retirement.

This difpofition, which makes me f{hun
connections as much as I can with decency,
does not make me lefs a friend to mankind

in general ; nor did the little accident above-

mentioned, make me eftecem or refpect you
lefs than before. I am confcious and inti-
mately perfuaded, that whatever happens, is
for our greater good, if we will make a
proper ufe of it; why then (hould fuch
listle rubs as thele,even when really grounded,
difturb that tranquillity and peace of mind,
which is the greateft blefling of this life
But this fame peace and equanimity is hard
to preferve, amidft the ftrife and jarring dif-
pofiticn of a tumultuous world. 1In the
throng of mankind we are apt to joftle each
sther, and whoever does not love to be

joftled, muft keep as much out of the
| | - croud,






[ i )
\which inevitably occur to every one in his
_jaﬂrn'ey to futurity, and which muft be
pafled over whether we will or no: fuch as
thefe, I call the repeated endeavours of fe-

veral, to fupplant and afperfe me in the
efteem of the heads of G——t, by reprefent-

ing me as a caballer and intriguer; and
others, to make the chief Prelates believe
that I am without religion, and a fecret ene-
my to the church: in fhort; hardly an ob=-
{cure brochure or f{atire comes out of late, but
my name is found in it. Thefe, fome would
fay, are rubs fufficient to merit refentment.
*Tis true ; and my refentment is to defpife
them in filence, to walk on quietly, and as
ftraight as I can, in the path of life, leaving
my juftification to that divine Providence,
who fees what I am, who will bring every
thing to light in die time, and in the end
will compleatly reify all.

Excufe, my dear Sir, ;111 the egozifin which
this letter containe, and which ill fuits thole
fentim_cnts I make profeflion of : be it as it

B may,
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BEFORE the Reader is made acquainted with
the following cafe, and cure, the Editor would ob-
ferve, that the Gout is a diforder which has proved
the hot-bed of empirics, and the bottomlefs pit of
phyfic. Thoufinds of noftrums have been pro-
duced, by the former, to cure a malady which
has been generally found to be incurable by
the latter. Many different modes of treating
this diforder, fuftained by regular praétitioners of
great ability, have had their day, and are now for-
gotten. Patience and flannel are the only reme-
dies in which they, all of them, feem to have agreed,
and to which men of the firft phyfical acumen
have been obliged to come at laft. Though the
longitude, after fo many laborious efforts, remains
undifcovered, the mathematician does not quirt the
purfuit of that important object ; and though the
Gout has yet refufed to yield to, medicinal power,
it would be weakne(s to defpair; the time may
come when fome kind remedy may be found for
this fad tormentor of the human frame. Many
of thofe, whofe days are deprived of enjoyment, by
frequent returns of, or a continual alliance with
the Gout, are induced to find a mournful confola-
tion, in the idea that it is iifelf a certain, though
affl Cting refuge from many other more dangercus,

though Iefs painful diforders. 1 am not fufficiently
: {killed
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fame time the writer, and the example of ir, and
whofe philanthrepic {piric will, T cruft, be gratificd
by this attempt to diffufe the benefits to others,
which ke has {0 happ:l}f enjoyed himielf, The
Abbé Manp, adds to.a profound erudition, the moft
liberal fcntlments, and the moft amiable m¥nners ; :
and crowns the whole of his eminent quahhcatmm
with every phllﬂfﬂphlc and Chriltian virue, * From
the pen of {fuch a man, nothing but truth can be
expected, as nothing but truth will proceed.
Statues have been raifed, and elogiums written,
to perpetuate the names of men who have waded
to fame through iNjusTiCE, BLOODSHED, and
peEATH : but the man who has difcovered the means
of alleviating the fufferings attached to our mi-
ferable nature, is worth them all, and will be onE
pay raifed fuperior to them. In a publication of
my own ¥, the obfervations I there made, from the
happieft experience, on the {tone in the gall blad-
der, have been of infinite ufe to many perfons af-
flicted with that painful diforder; and if, by pub-
lithing the following cafe in an Englifh drets, and
thereby making it more generally known, I fhould
become an inftrument in the hands of Providence
to promote the cure, or even the alleviation, of any
of that great number of my fellow-creatures,
whole days are embittered by the pains of gouty
habits, I fhall poflefs a recompence in my own
brf:aﬁ which KINGS HAVE IT NOT IN THEIR

POWER TO BESTOW.
Pl

# The Valetudinarian’s Bath Guide.
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Relation d'un Cas fingulier deGoutte
inveterce, guerie par un long Ufage
interne des Extraits de Cigue et
d’ Aconit, preparés d’apres la Me-
thode de M., de STORCK,

L’ABBE{, MANN avoit €té accoutumé 2
une vie aétive, et a beaucoup d’exercice
dans fa jeunefle. Il avoit pris un gofit dé-
cidé pour I’étude des I'dge le plus tendre,
et par une [uite de ce méme goiit, il con-
tinua de cultiver affiduement les {ciences
aprés fon ¢ducation finie, dans tous les me-
mens de loifir que les devoirs de fon état et
de longs et fréquens voyages le lui per-
mettoient. Ce gouit d’application, et I’a-
mour de la retraite qui en étoit une fuite,
jfirent quitter I'état militaire & I'Elpagne
pour
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shac, dont il ne fentoit rien toutes les fois
que la goutte fe fixoit dans les extrémités.
Cette maladie dura environ fix femaines,
et 'Abb& Mann s’en remettoit avec peine
& fort lentement. Durant le refte de
cette annce 1764, & julqu’au printems de
1763, il eut plufieurs petits acces de goutte,
quelquefois fixée dans les pieds, mais plus
fouvent irréguliere et vague,

Enfuite, pendant environ deux ans ef
demi, fa place et les affaires de fa maifon,
le mettant dans le cas de faire beaucoup
d’exercice 4 pied et a cheval, fa fante fe
remit tres bien, enforte que durant cet in-
tervalle il n’eut aucune attaque de Ia

goutte, ni aucune autre maladie formelle,

Avant que d’entamer la relation de ce
qui fuit, il ne fera pas hors de propos d’in=
diguer, en peu de mots, les caufes les plus
apparentes, qui ont contribu¢ a rendre la
conftitution de ’Abbé Mann goutteufe au
point qu'elle a été. Pour autant qu’il

peut
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Enfuite venoit un étranglement et une fuf-
focation, comme fi le cou elit été li€ et
fortement comprimé. La {enfation {uivante
étoit celle d’une humeur froide qui fe ré-
pandoit dans le cerveau et s’emparoit peu a
peu des yeux, des oreilles et de la langue s
celle-ci s’enfloit a remplir la bouche et per-
doit fon mouvement. Dans cet état, privé
de la parole et de la vue, le malade n’en-
tendoit la voix de ceux qui etoient auprés
delui, que comme dans une efpece d’eloigne-
ment. Tout mouvement extérieur, fi ce
n'eft des doigts de la main gauche, cefla de
méme : et quant a la fenfation externe, il
n'en refta gucre, quoique 'efprit fiit en méme
tems parfaitement libre et prefent. Dans ces
circonftances on lui appliqua les plus forts
cataplafmes fur les pieds et enfuite des vefi-
catoires. Pour le ranimer et le tirer de cet
état d'affoupificment qui le menacoit, di-
foit-on, d’une apoplexie ou d’une paralyfie
arthritique, les médecins ordonnerent de
{ecauer. fortement le malade, de lui frotter
la plante des pieds, que les cataplafmes et
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( 35 )
digeftives : les indigeftions et les aigreurs
devinrent peu a peu aufli rares, qu'elles
avoient €té auparavant fréquentes et incom=
-modes. 1l trouvoit d¢ja, et il trouve encore,
fi par bhafard les aigreurs le prennent (ce
qui eft rare), que queclques pilules de Crgué
ou d’ Aconit, les font pafler a I’ inftant, d’une
maniére que jamals magnefic ou autre ab-
forbant n’a fait chez lui, et fans charger l'ef-
tomac en aucune fagon, comme lui fait to(-
jours la magnefie. Pendant 'hiver de 1780 4
1781, il fentit de tems en tems quelques le-
gers {ymptdmes de la goutte, mais fans avoir
cu aucun acces; et depuis lors, jufqu’ aux
fymptomes mémes de cette maladie ont dif=
paru : fa fanté s’eft confirmée et fortifiée de
plus en plus, jufqu’ 4 ignorer prefque les in-
digeftions, les aigreurs, les irritations de
nerfs et autre {ymptomes de cette efpece, et
jufqu’ 2 fiﬁﬁ 3 ou 4 lieues de chemin fang

s’arr&teg et fans en étre géné ou fatigué ene

fuite. Il eft 4 obferver que par, l'effet de ces
remédes fondans; aufli-bien que par un
E 2 .., exergice













The Subflance of the foregoing fingu-~
lar Gouty Cafe, and Cure, by the
zaternal Ufe of the Extrall of
Hemlock and Wolffbane, prepared
according to Dr.Storck’s Method,

rendered into Englifb*, from M.
L’ Abbé MANN.

THE Abbé Mann commences the nar-

rative of his fufferings, by informing his
readers, that, foon after his education was
finithed, he ferved in a military capacity in

* The Editor had two large boxes of the above
pills_ prepared at Bruflels by the fame apothecary
whom Abbé Mann has always employed, and which
are at the fervice of any gentleman or gouty perfon
who wifhes to try their effect ; obferving, however,
that it is a year fince they were prepared,

Spain,

el
















































( 58.)

Such was the condition of Abbé Mann in
the year 1779, when tired with phyficians,
and difgufted with phyfic, without hope or
defire to prolong a life of fuch mifery, fome
of his friends brought to him Monfieur Hi-
melbaur, {urgeon major to his Imperial Majefty
the Emperor’s army. Monfieur Himelbaur,
towards the latter end of the carnival, made
a change in the Abbe’s diet, and prefcribed
fome medicines which he thought would mi-~
tigate his fufferings; at which time Monfieur
P Abbé Mann mentioned a defire he had, of
trying what the internal ufe of hemlock and
wolfsbane would do upon fo gouty and
wretched a conftitution. Monfieur Himelbaur
highly approved making the experiment,
adding, that it was what he wifhed to have
propofed himdelf, but found fome difficulty
and delicacy in being the firft propofer ; for
he confidered thofe medicines as power-
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thefe pills five or fix months; he took daily
of the two extracts, a hundred or a hundred
and twenty grains, but commonly in the
proportion of one pill of libbardsbane to
five or fix of the hemlock extra@; and in
this proportion he takes it to this day, al-
though in much lefs quantity than he did
the two firft years, during which time, the
gout continued from time to time to menace
bim ;3 and therefore, to his ufual medicine, he
added, by the dire¢tion of Monficur Himels
baur, the following :

Take of camphire mucilage, of gum dra-
bic and fugar candy, of each a drachm:
to thefe, being firft well rubbed and
mixed together; add of purified nitre
half a dram, half an ounce of white
wine vinegar warm, and f{ix ounces of
{yrup of poppies. Mix thefe for ufe.*

H And

* Either Monfieur 'Abbé Mann has omitted to
' mention
























