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PREFACE. : Vil

French Surgeon, who prattised about the
year 1726 ; and whose work, translated from
the French, was published by MiLLag, n
the Strand, 1748, entitled A Dissertation
on Herntas or Ruptures, in two parts, by
GEORGE ArNAUD, Master of Arts and
Surgery; Member of the Royal Academy of
Surgﬂ-r}.', at Paris ; Demonstrator in the
School of St. Come; Surgeon for Ruptures
of the Hospitals of Hotel-Dieu; the Invalids
and Incurables of the City of Paris; and of
all the Military Hospitals in France.” I was
charmed with the discovery, as I can speak in
stronger terms of the system of another; and,
_ being the system of a professional man, I
“hoped it would attract the notice of profes-
sional men: yet, I must do myself the justice
to say, that Mons. ARNAUD’s system is com-
pletely executed by means of the calico
cushion, and which, perhaps, 1t could not
have been without it.

At page 194 of ArNaubp’s Dissertation,
he says, «these measures ought to be divided
between the surgeon and patient, till the
truss has acquired a firm invariable situa-
tion:” my expression was, immoveable.
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PREFACE. - 1X

tions, my nstruftions being observed, a re-
ducibly ruptured patient, (the vertebra and
pelvis being naturally formed), may be as free
from pain or danger, either from the disease
or the instrument, as if he had no complaint
at all.

Where the back is quite straight, and no
projettion of the posteriors, or of the lower
hip-bones, (the great trochanters), I will not
say but the truss may shp; yet, even in such
a case, it has succeeded. Where men are
formed in the usual manner, I aver that it can-
not move.

I have the honour to inform the public,
my methods have been adopted, after an in-
vestigation as to fact, with that liberality of
sentiment that ever accompanies great minds.
by some of the first medical charatters in the
metropols.

I fear my wish to be mrnplétely under-
stood has produced some tautology.

Agreeably to the suggestion of the Editor
of the British Critic—indeed the liberal and
b ' handsome












X1il

The principal benefit I have derived from your
instructions and friendly intercourse, has been in
the mode of applying the truss, not obliquely as
15 usual, but after the manner described by
Moxs. ArNaup; so that the line formed by the
hoop or spring is exactly in a circular direction.

The trouble you have taken, in order to the
revival of this method, does you great credit; and
the publication of it must prove useful to un-
prejudiced persons, who will fairly make the
experiment.

I know your intention to be honourable and
disinterested, in thus stepping forward to serve.
your afflicted fellow-creatures. If you cannot
persuade yourself to put your own name to the
next edition of yoeur pamphlet, I do not decline
to afford it my feeble sanction, by permitting the
insertion of this letter; but I hope you will see’
the propriety of mfurmlng the public to whose
benevolent exertions they are indebted for so
useful a treatise.

With due respect
I remain, Dzsr Sir,

Your obliged Friend,
ToW. H. T. Esq.
WILLIAM BLAIR.
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Let the breath be held in before an at-
tempt is made to reduce the bowel; the
afts of breathing and speaking contribute to
force down a Rupture.

Cover the fingers with the shirt or hand-
kerchief, by which means the Rupture is
gathered up with more certainty and dispatch.

To render the prattice easy to every one,
I use the expression knead the bowel up-
wards through the aperture, as dough 1s
kneaded®; but during a state of inflamma-
tion, press upon the intestines very gently,
if at all.

By .cnmparing the ruptured side of the
body with the sound side, it may be seen
and felt when the Rupture 1s reduced.

Method makes every thing easy, therefore
observe the following direftions in the order
in which they are placed:

* In the a&t of kneading, the fingers are to be ex-
tended and drawn forwards, gently and shortly.
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- Any truss, {construtted contrary to the
above directions), will fail of keeping up a
Rupture with certainty.

The double-tongued buckle is to be placed
on the pad, in such a manner, as to have
effett; the cross front strap should be lined
and edged, which adds to its power.

In all and every part of the truss, in its
sewing, its straps, its appendages, observe
only one idea, and execute it: let there be
ACTION, and materials of the best quality.

The dangers of a circular steel spring
have been mentioned: a truss cannot have
proper effett without a steel spring; it is not
the spring, but the hard part of the pad of
the truss that is dangerous, and has ruined
many a man¥®,

The

* There are cases, in which, I think, a stee/ spring
cannot be used without danger; but those cases, I be-
lieve, exist only in infants or very young persons, whose
bones are soft, and the body in a rapid state of increasing
bulk from growth.—In these cases it is highly desirable
to try the effett of a leathern girdle with the pad, as

x usual;
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First, It protects the spermatic vessels from
being injured by the hard pad of the truss,
which injury often produces hydrocele, in-

_ flammation of the spermatic¢ vessels, hernia
humoralis, &ec.

Secondly, By protecting the spermatic
vessels from the injuries of pressure, it pro-
duces a desideratum never before obtained.
It enables the patient to girt the truss round

“the body with such an effective degree of
tightness, that the Rupture cannot descend.

Thirdly, By uniting the properties of soft-
ness and solidity, 1t yields to the form of the ab-
domen; and thus completely fills up the
aperture or ring in the abdominal muscles,

through which the Rupture descends.

Fourthly, It is an additional column of
pressure; and the truss being tightly fastened,
keeps the omentum and intestines all round
and above the aperture, in such a state of
quictude, that it lessens their power in de-
scent: and they are therefore less likely to
protrude ; on the plain mechanical position,
that the smaller degree of force with which a

D2 - body
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CHAPTER VL

ON THE MODE OF WEARING THE TRUSS,
FOR AN INGUINAL OR SCROTAL
RUPTURE.

e ———

I HE art of putting a truss on the human
body has appeared so easy, as not to be con-
sidered as an art.

The immutable laws of motion were not
adopted i the usual mode of wearing the
truss: it was the custom to raise the spiral hoop
part on the hips, (See plate, fig. 1.) several
inches higher than the pad part; by which
‘method, a false and oblique line of action was
adopted, and of course, a small pressure on
the aperture®. The hinder part of the truss

* In like manner, it the bandage put round the arm after
bleeding, was to be placed one part of it disproporti-
onately higher than the other, there would not be sufh-
cient pressure to keep the compress on the orifice of
the vein, and the patient might bleed to death,
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a future descent or not, i1s a matter of great
uncertainty, and which can be known only
from the event.

# This 1s a subject in which mankind are
much interested, and on which a good deal
might be said; but, as an honest attempt to
save the afflicted from the hands of those who
have no character to lose, and whose only
point 1s money, might, from one ofthe pro-
fession, be construed nto malevolence and
craft, I will not enter into 1t ; but shall con-
clude, by wishing that they who have capa-
city to judge of these matters, {which are as
much the objects of common sense as any
other kind of knowledge), would not suffer
themselves to be deluded by the impudent as-
sertions of any charlatans whatever: but de-
termme 1n this, as they do m many other
things, that 1s, by the event.

“ Inshort, if they who have so much cre-
dulity as to be inclined to believe and trust
these lying impostors, would only defer the
payment of them till they had completed
their promises, the fallacy would soon be at
an end.”

The
























