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an effect, attended by fuch benefits to fociety,
fhould be produced by an operation, appa-
rently {o trivial, feemed to carry with it an air
of myftery. Hence it is not to be wondered,,
that it thould produce fome degree of fcepti-
cifm in the minds of many ; indeed it 1s more
furprifing, that it thould have been fo readily
adopted, and carried to fuch an extent into
practice.

Sucn a fingular faft, foon excited that zeal,
in many of the profefion, which is fo ardently
fhewn, in every fcience, in the purfuit after
novelty. A zeal which is, in moft inftances
to be commended, but in this, the more lau-
dable, from the importance of its object.

MaNkIND, in general, are extremely averle,
to become themlelves, or to fuffer their con-
nections to be made, the {ubjeéls of experi-
ment. This averfion has been felt, in the
infancy of almoft every new theory. It is
more particularly exemplified, in the hif-
tory of the firft introduétion of Variolous Ino-
culation. In the prefent inftance, few fuch

obitacles were to be encountered; for the
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that it was not extraordinary, fuch cafes thould
occur, 1n the early ftages of its introduttion.
In either inftance, the intention would be de-
fcated, and the patient be equally fubjeét to
the attack of Small Pox as they were before,
Indeed, prior to the nature of the difeafle being
{fufliciently underftood, to ule an expreflion
of Doctor Jenner himlelf; *° Many pratti-
tioners took up the lancet, without having
cvﬂf feen the true Vaccine Puftule;” but
as he very properly adds, ¢ he could not be
an{werable for all their blunders.”

Tuese neceflary faéts having been fo far af-
certained by experiment, the liberality of the
difcoverer in dilclofing a fecret, which, if pre-
ferved, might have enriched himfelf and his
family, excited a zeal for its propagation in
other nations, which fell little fhort of en-
thufialm.

To the thinking part of mankind it was cer-
tainly a profpeét, fraught with every thing
that could give plealure to the mind. They
faw war [preading devaltation through the

world, and threatening to defolate the Globe,
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In this new dilcovery they faw the means of
faving more, than the {word would probably
deftroy. :

However commendable the {pirit of philan-
thropy, manifefted on this occafion, might be,
yet certainly, in fome inftances, it was carried
beyond the common rules of prudence and
difcretion, giving an opening for thofle, who
could not bring themfelves fo readily to
entertain a decided opinion upon its eflicacy,
to cavil and oppofe it.

It has been aflerted that many, either from
prcjudice,-ﬂr obftinacy of opinion, have wil-
fully fhut their eyes to conviflion. But this
affertion I look upon to be as unfair as it is
illiberal. Perhaps it would be as generous,
and I believe come nearer the truth, to attri-
bute it to a more rational caufe—That on a
fubje& both novel, important, and replete
with fo many difficulties, they required more
time and further experience, before they made
up their minds on its eflicacy, or how far its
powers of prevention extended. That this

was the cale here, I can venture to atteft,



6

It certainly was not before the Autumn of
eighteen hundred, that the praétice was adopt-
ed. This'has given nccaﬁnp for fome of the
friends of the Cow Pox to {ay, that the profel-
fional men in this neighbourhood are a cen-
tury behind the whole world in improvement.
An afllertion readily made, but not fo eafily -
fubltantiated. As a body, the Medical prac-
titioners in thefe towns are certainly as refpec-
table as in any places of their extent in the
kingdom. They are in general of fome fland-
ing in their profeflion, and have many of them
lived long enough to have feen theorfes ad-
vanced, which when carried into practice, have
too often proved nothing more than the mere
phantalms of an ardent imagination.

Tue doéirine of the Cow Pox was known to
them foon after its promulgation. They at-
t:;ndu_d to it with a defire to make themfelves
mafters of the [ubjeét. At the fame time, they
could not remain ignorant of the many inflan-
ces of failure, which occurred in its infancy.
Neither could they help remarking, what muft

have been obvious to every attentive obflerver



7
—the apparent inftability of the prattice,

With every frefh inflance of a {purious cale
they heard of new inftrutions and cau-
tions in refpect to taking the matter.” Thefle
inftruétions, deviated occafionally, from the
thirteenth down to the feventh or eighth day ;
and yet they were told, that on this point de-
pended the ‘whole fuccels of the operation.
Befides, their local fituation prevented them
from having any opportunity to fee the difcafe,
Common prudence therefore, in a cale {o 1m-
portant, dictated, that they fhould not rafhly
venture on a praétice, {o fcemingly rep];ﬂ{:
with difliculties, the deteétion of which wholiy
depended upon experience alone. The vac-
cine puftule had not been feen by any of
them, except in the reprefentation of an en-
graving. Although thofe engravings were,
moft afluredly, very accurate, 2ad the infiruc-
tions equally explicit; yet, it mufl be acknow-
ledged, there are many cafual circumftances
in pathology, which, neither engravings or

inflruétions, however accurate, can convey a

f.
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bearing evident marks of abforption. The
child was pale, not warmer than ufual, but its
pulfe were quicker than they fhould have been,
or than they ever had been before,

Tuese obfervations I kept to myfelf, as I
perceived the anxiety of the parents led them
to watch me with an 1inquifitive eye. But
when I afked them, whether the child had
been ill during the night, or whether they had
obferved any kind of appearance on the body,
they inftantly fhewed me fix or feven erup-
tions. Three of them were on the forehead
and temple, one on the right ala of the nofe,
one on the oppofite fhoulder, and one or two
on the breaft. The child had been rather fe-
verifh during the early part of the night with
reflleflnefls, and according to the fervants ac-
count tranfiently delirious.

In the evening I was fent for in hafte. 1
found it had been feized with a violent rigor,
from which the attendants had, with difliculty,
recovered him by warm wine and flannels.
When I faw him, he was in a high degree of

fever, his countenance much fluthed, and there
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month, that Mr. Paytherus’s mind was in-
fiantly made up on the fubjet; but as he dif-
fered in opinion from the Medical gentlemen
here, he fubmitted the cafe to Dr. Willan,
and afterwards laid it before the Medical Soci-
ety in Bolt Court. They all agreed that we
failed in our attempt to excite Small Pox.
They had likewife no doubt, that the fame

train of {ymptoms may be excited, in perfons

who have pafled through the Small Pox, ci-
ther in the cafual manner, or by inoculation,

He further obferves, that the circumftan-
ces of the Cow Pock inoculation of the child
‘was perfett in his recolle€tion, and he does
not hefitate to affert, that he paffed through
the difeale to his entire {atisfation ; and that
he confidered him, as fully entitled to all the
advantages, which can be derived from the
Cow Pock inoculation,

Mgr. Rixg’s opinion is to the fame purport,
but his oblervations, in his letter to Mr.
Grant, which letter he has been fo obliging
as to fuffer me to perufe, are more defultory,
and confequently he enters more fully into

D
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the fubje€t. Firll of all he premifes, that the
cafe might well ftagger thofe, who are not ve-
ry converlant in the different experiments of
inoculation. He then oblerves very accurate-
ly that the puftule appears earlier, and makes
a more rapid progrefs, in thofe who have had
the Cow Pock, or the Small Pox, than in
thole, who have not yet undergone either of
thofe difeales. Sometimes alfo from the irri-
tability of fkin, the puftule becomes large,
and is attended with confiderable inflammati-
on. The fame thing now and then occurs, in
thofe who are vaccinated, after they have bad
the Small Pox. Some cafes of [evere illnefls,
he remarks, have taken place, in _cunfequence
of matter inferted by deep incifions, in vario-
lous inoculation, after Cow Pock.

He notices likewife having feen a cafe of a
child, who was inoculated with variolous
matter after vaccination, in whom the arm
rofe, and continued to have a puflule more
than ten days, when a few {mall pimples, or
fpots, appeared, fo as to alarm the father, a

medical man, but they difappeared in a few









21

froma fympathetlc affe&tion of the fkin, which,
is too {light to produce the variolous puftule
a fecond time, and, of courfe proves abortive.” |
‘ ¢ But even if it could be proved, that the
Small Pox could recur after the Cow Pox, 1t 13,
no more than can be proved to have happened
after the Small Pox. One cafe is recorded in
ti:u: memoirs of the London Medical Society,

and others are well authenticated,”
'-H-_*_.-

I am ready to pay a proper deference to Mr.,
Ring’s experience. And no one can have a
greater relpect for the opinion of the Medical,
S;m:iet}r in Bolt Court, from a perfonal know-
ledge of fome of the members. I am likewife
aware of the confequences attending the in-
troduétion of morbid matter into the confti-
tution, well knowing what effects it will excite
on the fkin. But they will pardon me for dif-
fering from them in their conclufion, ¢ That
we failed to produce Small Pox.” And that,
““ the fame train of {[ymptoms may be excited,

in perfons who have paffed through the Small
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Pox, either in the cafual manner, or by inocu-
lation.”

TuaT this might have been the cafe, in fome
inftances, I do not pretend to deny; the fatls
having been {ubftantiated on good authority.
Yet I believe it was almoft as feldom obferved,
as the recurrence of Small Pox by infeétion.
And in fupport of this pofition, I will appeal
to the candour of the profeflion, whether the
cafes with eruptions, pimples, or under what-
ever other denomination they may be clafled,
arifing from inoculation, in perfons who have
pafled through the Small Pox,were ever known
to bear any kind of proportion to what has
occurred in variolous inoculation after Cow
Pox.

I will further venture, to appeal to the can-
dour of the moft zealous promoters of the Cow
Pox, whether it is not very rare, if ever it does
happen, when inoculation takes place at an
early period after vaccination, I cannot re-
colleét, that Doétor Jenner has noticed a fingle
inftance, among the numbers which were 1no-

culated in the early part of his praclice, when
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it was done early, in order to afcertain the
extent of its prophylactic powers. He recom-
mends the adoption of fubfequent variolous
inoculation, in his fecond publication, as a
matter of prudence, obferving, that “ No in-
jury or inconvenience can accrue fromit.” While
Mr. Ring, from later experience I prefume,
difcontinues the praftice, and adviles others
to do the fame. I never faw an inftance of
it myfelf, in any of thole whom I have inocu-
lated, at an early period after vaccination ; nor
can I learn, that it has ever occurred to any
gentleman within the circle of my medical ac-
quaintance.

SUFFER me once more, to call the reader’s at-
tention to the circumfilances of the cafe. Dur-
ing the night of Sunday, the inflammation of
the arm rapidly increafed, the child was rather
feverifh, and as the fervant obferved, flightly
delirious. Early in the morning, {ix or {even
eruptions were feen, which had come out dur-
ing the night. Through the whole of the day
no more appeared; and it was not until the

évening, when the rigor took place with fuch
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acceflion of fever, that the efflorefcence fhew-
ed itfelf. This is exaltly what often” takes
place in inoculation. Immediately on the
arm fhewing marks of abforption, a few puf-
tules appear, and afterwards, in fome hours,
or even perhaps a whole day, an acceflion of
fever occurs, accompanied by rath, but with
few frefh eruptions.

Ir this idea be corret, thefe eruptive ap-
pearances muft depend upon fomething more
than {ympathetic affection of the fkin. If the
fame had arifen from accidental infetion, no
one would have ventured to doubt, I pre-
fume, of the eruptions having been vario-
lous, although they did not maturate, a cir-
cumflance fo frequently witnefled in inocu-
lated Small Pox.

The following Cafe is an inftance of fuch

an event taking place :—

CASE 1I.
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ftrong criterion of the puftules having been ef-
feive. '

Ox the fixth of February laft I inoculated
a younger child in the fame houfe with vari-
olous matter, The difeafe proved mild, pro-
ducing about a hundred puftules. Thefe ter-
minated in the ufual manner about the fe-
venth and eighth day from their appearing,
I defired that the other child might be fuffer-
ed to flecp in the fame cradle, fo that we
might fully afcertain whether it would refift
the infe€tion or not, :

On Thurfday the firft of March, eight days
from the time the puftules had gone off on
her brother, the chilld was brought home from
{chool very ill, having confiderable fever, and
complaining much of pain in her head and
back. The fever continued until Saturday
noon. On Sunday, feven diflinét eruptions
appeared on the face, neck and arms. Thefe
were fo charaéteriflic of the Small Pox, that
neither Mr. Hill, Mr, Seeds, or Mr. Wey-

mouth, three refpectable praétitioners in Port-

fea, who faw the child with me, hefitated to
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child with matter from the fame fource. The
puftule, and confequent fymptoms in this
cale, were equally well defined.

In fa€t I never entertained any doubt of its
having properly taken el}'ta; the arm {hew-
ing at the time, and until the prefent moment,
marks of the Puﬂule fufficiently firong and fa-
tisfatlory. And it 1s perfefily in my recollcc-
tion, that when fome alarm was excited, by
the cafe of the marine at Haflar, fomewhat
more than a year after, the parents wifhing to
have her inoculated, I adviled them to the
contrary, faying, thit “ if there were any ef-
ficacy in the Cow Pox, fhe never would fuf-
fer from the Small Pox, having undergone the
difeafe fo decidedly.”

This opinion feemed to be verified, not on-
ly to my own fatisfaflion, but that of lln‘;'
friends, fome time after. For on the tenth of
April, eighteen hundred and three, I inocula-
ted another of their children, which- thE}:
chofe rather to have done with variolous mat-
ter. The difeafe could not occur more favon-

rable to my defign of infefting the other child,
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taken it, one of which died, in a confluent
fort, under my care foon after. This induced
them to fend for me.

IN a cafe fo important, I fhould not have
been juftified in trufting to my own opinion.
The cafle was therefore feen by Doctor Kerr of
the Military Hofpital, Doftor Thompfon and
Mr. Stevenfon of Haflar, Mr. Rickman of the
Marine Infirmary, Mr. Tafwell and Mr Mer-
ritt of Portfmouth; and by Mr. Gafelee, Mr.
Hill, Mr. Seeds and Mr. Weymouth of Port-
fea; all of whom exprefled themfelves per-
feCtly fatisfied of its being Small Pox. Mr.
Wilkinfon of Portfmouth likewife faw the
child, but entertained fome doubts from the
puftules drying off early on the feventh day.
Thefe doubts were removed however by the

fubfequent experiments.

e

Four lancets of matter were taken about
the end of the fifth day. Mr. Seeds, Mr.
Weymouth, and Mr. Cooper, obligingly of-
fered to try them on three children, then ready

to be inoculated. - The fourth I ufed my{elf.

i
Fy
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CASE 1V.

VARioLOUS INOCULATION, THIRTEEN MONTHS AFTER
VACCINATION, PRODUCING SmaLL Pox IN OTHER

SUBJECTS,.

R. DUNNING’S child, of Portfea, was in-

oculated, with vaccine matter, on the

18th of March eighteen hundred and one,

which Mr. Weymouth took himfelf, on the

commencement of the ninth day, from a child
he had previoufly vaccinated.

Tue arm inflamed, he obferves, and put on
every appearance defcribed by Doctor Jenner.
Febrile [ymptoms followed, and {fome enlarge-
ment of the axillary glands, .though not fo
great as in fome cafes; yet he cnnﬁﬁered it,
together with the fever, the appearance of the
arm, and the length of time the fever kept up,
fufficient to_juflify the idea of the child hav-
ing paffed the difeafe fatisfaétonly.

Onx the 18th of April 1802, it was inoculated
with Small Pox matter. The arm inflamed and

maturated in the nfual wav.
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Onx the afternoon of the ninth day, the child

became feverifh, with vomiting, pains in the
legs, and much heat of the fkin. The {ymp-
toms continued, with reftleflnels through the
night, the next day, and following evening.
On the eleventh morning feveral puftules ap-
peared. One on the face, onec on the arm,
at fome diftance from the place of inoculation,
three on the right hand, and feveral about
the body. The puftule on the arm was the
only one that maturated, from which he ting-
«d two lancets, and inoculated two children;
both of which had the Small Pox in the moft
{atisfatory manner,

Several of the moft refpectable pradtitioners
:n Portfmouth and Portlea were witnefles of

the cafe at the time,

CASE V,









40

I faw thefe children myfelf during the ino-
culation for Small Pox, and have fince feen
them within this week. 1 find the mark of
vaccination {mall, but orbicular and ftronger
to appearance, even now, than that made by
variolous matter,

Mr. WevymouTH was induced to try the ef-

fe&t of variolous matter on thefe children, in

confequence of the recurrence of Small Pox
in Clarke the marine, at Haflar. And as there
are fome circumflances in that cafe, not gene-
rally known, and which did not, perhaps,
come before the Committee of the Houfe of
Commons, I fhall briefly recite them, without
wifhing to lay any material firefs upon it, or

to draw any inference from them.

CASE VI.
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Exacriy at this period, the Committee of
the Houfe of Commons were examining
evidence on the bill for remunerating Dottor
Jenner, A cafe like this could not fail mak-
ing confiderable impreflion at fuch a juncture,
The peculiar appearance of the puftules,®
connefted with what I confidered an unufual
afpect in the arm, induced me to write to him
on the fubje&, conveying the fulpicions I en-
tertained, at that time, of its being an anoma-
lous cafe of varicella; having before witnef-
fed that difeale bearing a ftrong fimilitude to
Small Pox. It was, however, afterwards
clearly demonfirated, to the fatisfaction of
every body, to have been variola, the mat-
ter taken from him producing evident proofs,
in feveral inftances. | |

As it was ‘at that period of [ome material
import, I requefted Dotor Jenner, to take
the trouble of coming to Haflar himfelf, or'to

fend fome confidential friend, to fee the pa-

* Might not this be the fame appearance which Doctor
Jenner obferved in Riddiford, Cale XV of his fivlt publica-
tion, who was ca ﬁmll‘].J affected by morbid matter from the
heel of the horfe ?
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¢ient. Neither of which was done: and the
Committee, if they did not immediately, and
in exprels terms, deem this a fpurious cafe;
they confidered it as weighing nothing againft
the evidence already produced. In this they
were certainly juftified, forin examining evi-
dence, they were to be guided in their judg-
ment, by what was before them. And this
ﬁﬁgle inftance, if it had been ever o decifive,
could not weigh in their minds, fitting in a
~ judicial capacity, againft that of a perfon’s
having inoculated ten thoufand, many of
whom had refifted future infe€tion.

Besipes, the cafual Cow Pox had been
proved to be a permanent prophylaftic, and
the cafes before produced had determined the
queltion, as far as it could then be decided,
whether inoculation from thence would pro-
duce the fame effes. It was not for them
then to argue, whether fuch would be only
for a definite period, a point, which time and
the further obfervations of practitioners alone

could afcertain,









48
* fined, the period of taking it never extending
beyond the ninth morning, when it was per-
feCtly limpid, appearing like thin tran{parent
muctlage on the lancet. From the fame fource
likewife, I believe, the greater part of the mat-
ter, originally made ufe of in this neighbour-
hood was derived, and I have always und;&r-
ftood the fame precautions to have been
adopted. It was in feveral inftances renewed
afterwards from the Foundling and other
places in London; but I never could fee any
difference in the fymptoms, the appearance
of the puftule, or {fubfequent elchar,

To render the inveftigation more compleat,
I have fubjoined the following extra& of a
report, made to the Board, of forty-one men
inoculated with vaccine matter at the Marine
Infirmary, between the twenty-fifth of Oftober
eighteen hundred, and the twenty-eighth of
April following, which Mr. Rickman has been
{o obliging as to {uffer me to make ufe of,

26 were charaéteriflic of the difeafe.

4 were confidered as inconclufive cafes.

g refilled it altogether, Three of thefe
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ter had been employed to vaccinate others,
and had communicated to them a fatisfaéiory
difeafe ; and thatin the three principal inftan-
ces of Langley, and the twe children of Ma-
jor Noel, who were inoculated foon after vac-
cination with Small Pox, it rendered them not
fulceptible of its infection.

il1. That it had produced on the arms a re-
gular well defined pultule, which continued
as Jong as it ufually does, leaving a dark fhi-
ning fcab, like the operculum of a winkle, and
was followed by a flrongly marked orbicular in-
dentalion. |

1. That the puflule was attended, on the
ninth, tenth and eleventh days, with an are-
ola, fuch as accompanies abforption into the
habit, with aflection of the axillary glands,
and with [ymptoms of conflitutional indifpo-~
fition,

1V. That both the children thus vaceinated,
refifted fometime afterwards Small Pox infec-
tion, when purpofely for trial expoled to it.

Tuese circumftances, and the exaét confor-

ity of the diforder in every refpeét, with the
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dred puftules, attended with the ufual [ymp-
toms of Small Pox, fome of which fully ma-
turated, and continued to the feventh day, the
others goiny off rather earlier without matu-
ration, as frequently happens in diftinét war-
ty Small Pox.

III. MaTtTer taken from thefe puftules com-
municated the Small Pox to four patients, un-
der four different practitioners. In that un-
der my own care, it produced but a few pul-
tules, in two other cafes, from fifty to a hun-
dred, and in the fourth, above a thoufand,
accompanied with protracted difeafle. In all
of them the puflules mrrefpnnﬂed exattly
with thole of genuine Small Pox. Therefore
in both the fubjetts of Cafe II. and III. I con-
fider the difeafe to be truly variolous.

Tuis detail, on examination, will lead any
one to judge, how far I am correét in forming
thefe opinions, or enable them to point out
wherein I may be miftaken. I fhould conceive
that neither of them can be denominated [puri-
ous. For,1f [ entertain a proper conception of

~ that accidental difeafe, it has no prophylaétic
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powers, more than any other morbid matter
would have, when introduced into the con-
flitution, and does not refift variolous infec-
tion at all. Its puftule is irregular, and not
defined like the ¢rue vaccine puftule, and the
elchar partakes of the fame appearance, ma-
terially different from that of the true difeale.
I¢ they fthould be deemed as fo many in-
ftances of imperfe& vaccination, for I under-
ftand, it has lately been advanced, fince fo
perfect a knowledge mufl have been obtained,
by almoft every body, as to preclude the idea
of a fpurious difeale; that * the degree of [e-
curity depends upon the degree of vaccina-
tion,” it is tithe, that {ome line fhould be
drawn, and a more accurate criterion be
adopted, to enable us diftinétly to afcertain,
where imperfe& vaccination ends, and where

permanent fecurity begins.

Tuar the regular cafual Cow Pox poffefles
permanent powers of prevention, there re-
mains little room to doubt. And it was no

fmall inducement, for feveral to adopt my
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vecommendation of vaccine inoculation origi-
nally, when I produced a very old woman in
the neighbourhood, who had the difeafe ear-
ly in life, and had repeatedly refifted infeétion
in her fituation as a nurfe.

Tuar the inoculated difeafe likewife pof-
feffes firong powers of refiltance, is evident,
even in thefe cales of its failure. And from
theory we [hould be led to prefume, there
could be no difference in their effcits, both
being produced by the introduétion of the
fame virus under che tkin.  But to argue from
analogy, civcumitances thould always be fimi-
Iar. This is not exaltly the cafe in the pre-
fent inftance. The cafual Cow Pox is produ-
ced by virus immediately from the animal;
while the inoculated difeafe is the effet of
wew matter, generated by the action of the
other on the human fubjec. Whether that
new matéer be poflelled of the power, to pro-
duce the fame germancnt properties as the pa-
yent vitus, time alone can decide.

There certainly is a difference in the appears

ance of the puflules. In the cafual difeafe,
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they are more prominent, and have a bluifh
caft, which is charaéteriftic, and diftinguifhes
it from any other infeflion. In the firft vac-
cination it retains this colour, but according
to Dr. Woodville, this is not to be diftinguifh-
ed after it has pafled once through the human
body. A circumftance of fome material im-
port but which has not been fufficiently at-
tended to.

Too much reliance in my humble opinion,
has likewife been laid upon the ﬁmilarity which
exifts between the variolous and vaccine puf-
tules. Dr. Jenner f{ays, {peaking on the fubjeét,
“this appea.rancﬂ was in great mealure new
to me, and I ever fhall recolleét the pleafing
fenfations it excited ; as, from its fimilarity to
the puftule produced by variolous inoculation,
it inconteftibly pointed out the clofe connec-
tion between the two difeafes, and almoft an-
ticipated the refult of my future experiments.”

It would extend thele obfervations beyond
the limits I intend, were I to enter upon the
hypbtheﬁs, that the two difeales are only mo-

difications of each other, and that they mish#
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have originally arifen from the fame fource.
At prefent there certainly exifts a diftin&t dif-
ference. The variolous puflule, however
mild, produces a difeafe, fuz generis; eruptive
and contagious, exciting that certain fomething
in the conflitution, which, as it is not yet
known, it is impoflible to defcribe, that re-
fifts its own recurrence. While the vaccine
pultule generates a difeale, in itfelf, neither
eruptive or contagicus, yet it is to prevent the
occurrence of what is fully poffeffed of both
thole properties; while, totally different from
the variolous puftule, it does not poflefs the
permanent power of relifting its own reiterated

ation.*

S

® Dr. Jenner has exprefied fome fufpicion, that Smatik
Pox as well as Cow Pox, might be the efiect of morbid mat-
ter from the horfe. Whether he has ever profecuted the idea,
I do not know; but I am much inclined to entertain the
fume opinion.  And as every thing, that can in the moft dis-
tant manner tend to illuftrate the fubject, muft Le in fome
degree interefting, I flatter myfelf, I fhall be excuted intro-
ducing the following obfervations.—

As morbid matter from the horfe, pﬁﬂ'ing‘ through the nip-
ple of the cow, produces a fecretion of new watter, pollel-
fing fuch peculiar properties; what would be the effect were
it inferted into the nipple of the milch mare & And if it be
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To avoid eryfipelatous inflammation, and

at the fame time, to render the difecale milder,

capuble of producing any difeafe, what effect would the new
matter fecreted, have in the human conftitution?

The Small Pox 1s fuppofed to have originated in Arabia,
the firft and beft accounts we have of the difeafe being by
Arabian Authors. ReEerske, from an inedited M. S. in
the Leyden Library, has fettled its firlt appearance there, to
have been about the birth of Mahomet, five hundred and
feventy two, As the Arab fhews wonderful attention to his
horfe, feldom trufting it to the care of a fecond perfon; as
part of his food likewife is derived from the mare, which
he never fails to milk himfelf; and as, from the arid {oil of
the defart, the animal frequently contracts difeafes of the
fetlock, might not the matter transferred in this way to the
teat of the mare equally produce pufiules as in the Cow?
And might not the matter fecreted there, when introduced
into the human conftitution, caufe a puftular difeafe fimilax
to the Small Pox?

I have not leifure, and if I had, I thould want the oppor-
tunity to put this to the teft. Yet I prefume it might be
done with great eale at the Veterinary College. Should it
produce any puftule on the nipple of the mare, the effeét
might be tried, either in the Small Pox, or Foundling Hol-
pitals., If there fhould be any foundation for the idea, the
refult would materially illuftrate the doétrine of the Cow
Pox, and could not fail to be highly gratifying to the phyfi-
ologift, while it might lead to fome very important difcove-
ries in pathology. s it poflible, that the mild Small Pox
in Gloucefterfhire, which fo much attracted the attention of
the Faculty about 12 ycars fince could have arifen from the
fame caufe ¥
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it has been dire€led that the infertion of the
matter fhould be as f{uperficial as poffible.
This arifes likewile, fiom relying too much
on the conneftion between the two difeafes.
As this part of Doctor Jenner’s publication,
wherein he adverts to the praétice of Dottor
Hardwicke, of Sodbury, prtor to the intro-
duttion of Sutton’s method, gave rife to fome
refle€tions, which have made confiderable im-
preflion on my own mind; I fhall take the li-
berty to make an extraét from it.

“As it is not the identical matter inferted
which 1s ablorbed into the conftitution, but
that which 1s, by fome peculiar procels in the
animal ceconomy, generated by it, is it not
probable that different parts of the human body
may prepare or modify the virus differently?  Al-
though the fkin, for example, adipofe mem-
brane, or mucous membranes are all capable
of producing the variolous virus by the fti-
mulus given by the particles depofited upon
them, yet I am induced to conceive that each
of thefe parts is capable of prﬁ&ucing fome

variation in the qualities of the matter pre-
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ments of the organs of feeling, gave them a
peculiar dilpofition to irritation, whenever
the cuticle is abraded, Hence the vefication
from fimple cutancous Paronychia, or the fim-
ple puntture of any inftrument, {carcely pe-
netrating through the Cutis, will produce in.
flammation extending through the whole
courfe of the Lymphatics to the axillary
glands, beyond any thing that would occur,
were the fame accidental circumftances to
have taken place in other parts of the body.
Hence perhaps may be deduced the ;eafnn,
why the inoculated difeafe is fo much milder
than the cafual, and why [o much lefs con-
flitutional alfe€tion takes place. And may
not this ultimately, prove to be the Gule why
the calual Cow Pox polleffes fuch decided ef-
feCts? May it not arife from its being depo-
fited on a part of the body, where the fkin,
from its {enfibility, is more capable of giving
the neceffary flimulus to the particles depo-
fited upon it than any other?

Ir this fhould prove to be the fa&, would

not the infertion of the matter into the hands
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ever, will have any fuch effe@ after the firf!
vemove from the Cow. I have before obferved,
that {ufficient attention has not been paid to
a circumftance of fome confiderakle import,
that the blue characteriftic colour of the puf-
tule in the animal, is loft immediately after
pafling through the human conititution.

TuersrorE, ‘“as it 1s not the identical mag-
ter inferted which is abforbed into the confti~
¢ution, but that which is, by fome peculiar
procels in the animal ceconomy, generated
from it,” it is the lefs likely to have the fame
permanent effeét.

To conclude. It is far from my wifh to
provoke controverly. I only aik for further
inveltigation. Vaccine inoculation muft ftand
by its own merits, or fall from 1ts own imme-
diate defe@s. To {uffer zeal for the difcove-
vy to fhut their eyes to conviction, and, by
deeming every failure fpurious, to conceal it,
is beneath the dignity of the profeflion. If it
does not ultimately prove a_permanent pro-
phylatic, the confequence muft be, that the

-Small Pox, at fome future period, will be-

































