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The true Caufes of the DiscoNTENTS,
in relation to the Provisions againit

the Pracus.

&1 H E Plague and the Approach
of it, is a very terrible Con-
4| fideration, in the moft fa-
Sl vourable View that the
&l Mind can form of it, and
with the belt Expedients that
the Wit of Man can find, to prevent or
check it. Whether we are to be fhut up
among infefted Perfons within our own
Walls, and whole Families are in effeét
to be put under the Sentence of Death;
or whether the infefted Member is to be

iven up, and as it were facrificed for the
Eaﬁ:t}' of the reft ; either Way, the Scene
is very dreadful, and the Thought of it
fhocking to human Nature. And as it is
in all dﬁaf erate Cafes, where the Nature
of the Diltemper requires uncoinmon Me-
thods, and particularly where the Lofs of
a Member is to compound for Life; fo
will it be in this: The Hand that admini-
fters Help and performs the Operation,
will be thought cruel, tho’ it be never fo
evident, that nothing but that Cruelty ftands
between us and Death. I will add, That
if in extreme Cafes of this kind, Men

were left to their own Choice of an Ex-
pedient, either to prevent or cure ; they
would generally chufe that which is moft
indulgent to the Fears and Weaknefles of
human Nature ; that is, the very worft.
Where the Difeafe is defperate, the Reme-
dy muft be {o too; and to dwell upon
Rights and Liberties, and the Eafe and
Convenience of Mankind, in cafe of afud-
den Invafion, or the Plague hanging over
our Heads, is as wild a Way of Reafon-
ing, as if under a malignant Fever we
fhould infift upon being dealt with in all
refpeéts like Men in perfe& Health ; or
expeét that our Merchandifes fhould be
preferv’d as facredly in a Storm, as in the
gentleft Gale; or fhould gravely infift zbat
our Houfe ts our Caftle, when the entring
and blowing it up is neceflary to fiop the
Progrefs of a raging Fire.

It is this' Weaknefs in the Minds of
Men (the not framing and adapting our
Thoughts to thereal Condition of Things,
and, particularly, our reafoning upon a
State of the greateft Danger becaufe it is
not juft at Hand, as if we were in a
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4 The true Canfes of the Difcontents

State of the greateft Safety:) that makes
us o eafily mifled in thefe Cafes of Extre-
mity; and to inveigh again(t our Superi-
_ors (what Cour(e foever they take for our
Safety) as bringing Hardfhips and Perfecu-
tions upon us; and, which is very natural,
to dwell moft upon the Inconveniencies
of the Scheme thatis moft thought of and
moft likely to be executed, and to think
:mz-r other more ealy or talerable.
hefe are the natural Produéls of hu-
man Frailty and Pafiion, when they get
the better of Reafon (as in fuch unufual
Events, and dreadful Profpets, they are
very apt to do;) and therefore thefe are
Reproaches which the publick Legiflature
and Adminiftration in every Country muft
expect of courfe, be their Deliberations
and Refolutions for the publick Safety, e-
ver {o wife and fincere; becaufe fome one
regular Expedient muft be finally pitch’d
on, and whatever is pitch’d on, is fure to
work molt zerribly upon the Minds of
the People. '
But itis nottobe conceiv’d or imagin’d,
that the Paflions of Men could be blown
up and fomented to fuch a Degree as we
have feenof late, without a great Mixture
of Uneafinefles of other kinds, preparing
them to receive ill Impreflions ; and with-
out the Help of difatfeéted or defigning
Men, who have taken the Advantage of
thofe Uneafinefles, fome to run us into
publick Confufion, and others to work
their own private Revenge, bydifgracing
Men whom they did not like. Particu-
larly, witfmut}grcat Help from Mifrepre-
fentations of Fadfs, and Milconftruétions
of the Defigns, as well as Aéions, of our
Superiors, it feems impoffible that Man-
kind fhould be fo far blinded, as ro de-
clare it beft to have thought of no Pro-
vifion at all, and (I may add) to reckon
‘the Provifion that has been thought of,
more terrible than the Plague it felf; which
yet hasbeen our Cafe, and Idoubtin fome
meafure is [o {H]].
My Defign in this Paper, isnot dire@ly

to enter into the Merits of the Caufe,
gy a nice - Enquiry into the Natare ang

Iperation of thefeveral Expedients for.pre-
‘venting the Plague; for, God knows, e-
very Expedient, when in our Thoughts
we carry it into Execution, is fo full of
Terror , that it is enm:;gh to chill one’s
Blood to think of chufin axy of them,
if there were not a Nece ity of chufing
Jome one : But what 1 aim at, is to quiet
the Minds of well meaning People, who
have been mifled by the Art and Knavery
of others ; and to let them fee, how they
have been impos’d upon and blown up
to this uncommon Degree of Difcontent
and Uneafinefs,

I. By grofs Lies, and Mifteprefentations
of FacTs.

II. By unjuft and uncharitable Suggefti-
ons concerning the DEsiGNs of Per-
fons.

IIL. By very falfe and unjult REASoNiNGs
upon the TuiNGs themfelves. And [
doubt not in the lealt, but I fhall arrain
my end, and free every impartial Mind
from all Terrors (except fuch as necef-
farily and unavoidably attend fo dreadful
a Vifitation, as the Plague is,) if they, on
their part, will be fo fair, as not to mix
with this Head, their Difcontents upon
any other (which, how grievous foever in
themfelves, have not the leatt relation to.
this;) and, clearing their Minds. from all
foreign Prejudices, will prepare them to
form a juft and impartial Judgment upon
this ome Point. : '

I. As to the firft Head (the Lies and
Mifreprefentaions, which have been fpread:
concerning this Matter ;) becaufe IP will
be very fure, while I am accufing others
of Mifreprefentation, to ftand clear of the
fame Charge my felf; 1 will give my
Reader the three Claufes which have oc-
cafion’d fo much Clamour, word for
word, as they ftand in the A lalety re-
pealed.

And



In relationto the Provifions againft the Plague. 5

.+ And be it further Enaied, That if any Perfon infefed with the Plague, or obliged
2o perform Unarentine, fm’f wilfully rej"xf; or neglel® “to repair wiihin convenient L,
ter due Notice for that Purpofe given to him, her, or them, by the proper Officer,
20 ¢he Ship, Houfe, Lazaret, or other Place duly appointed for bin, her, or them ; or
baving been placed in fuch &"&:}ﬂ, Hounfe, Lazaret, or other Place, fLall efcape, orattempt
2o ¢fcape ont of the fame, whilft be, fbe, or they [ball continue infecled, or befors Quaren-
zine fully performed refpectively ; It fball andimay be lawful o and for the Watchmen
-.and ather Perfons apponted to fee Quarentine performed, by any kind of Fiolence that the
- Cafe fball require, to compel every fuch Perfon [o refufing or negleching , #5 afurefuid,
and every fuch Perﬁzz Jo efcaping, or attempting to efcape, as aforefaid, to regmr or
return into (uch Ship, Houfe, Lazaret, or other Place [o appointed for him, or ber, as
aforefaid: and every [uch Perfon [o refufing or ne ;'a.::‘i‘:‘r? to repair within convenient
time after fuch Notice, as aforefaid, into [uch i&:’p, ﬁ#ﬁ, azaret, or other Place appoints
ed for bim, or her, as aforefaid, and alfo every Perfon aflually efcaping, as aforefaid,
Jball be adjudged Guilty of Felony, and fball fuffer Death as a Felon withont Benefit of

- Clergy.

' Aﬁ{i be it further Enalted, That if any Perfon not infelted, nor liakde to perforie
Quarentine, j{m’l refume to enter any Ship, Houfe, Lazaret, or other Place fo appointed,
as aforefaid, -wf:if any Perfon or Perfons [o infedted, or being under Quarentine, fball
be therein, and jball veturn, or attempt to return from thence, unlefs in juch Cafes, and
by fuch proper Licence, as fhall be diredled or permitted by fuch Order or Orders, made
-or 20 be made and notified, as aforefaid, It fball and may be lawful to awd for the Watch-
men, or other Perfons appointed to gnard or fecure fuch Ship, Honfe, Lazaret, or other

- Pﬂwe,[ﬁi azpaiﬂzed., as aforefaid, by any kind of Viclence that the Cafe fball require, to
compel fuch Perfon, (o returming, or attempting to return, to repair iato fome Ship,
Ioufe, Lazaret, or other Place, [o appointed, as aforefaid, there to continue and per-
forin Quarentine; and in cafe fuch Perfon fhall altually efcape out of fuch Ship, Houfe,
Lazaret, or other Place, where be or fbe [ball be o placed for Performance of Quaren-
tiney before beor flhe fhall bave fully performed the fame, be or fbe fLall be adjudged guilty
af’ I‘Zcfo#_y, and fball fuffer Death as a Felon without Benefit of Clergy.

And be it further Enalted by the Authority aforefaid, That if at awmy time or times
bereafter, amy City , Town, or Place within Great Britain, or Ircland, fhall be infeéi-
ed with the Plagune, it [ball and may be LAWF UL to and for bis Majefly, his Heirs
and Succelfors, to canfe one or more Line or Lines , Trench or Trenches, to be caft
or made abont fuch infeded City, Town, or Place, at a convenient Diflance from #;5:
Jame, in Order to cut off the Communication between f[uch infedted City, Town, or

- Place, and the reft of the Country ; and to prohibit all Perfons, Goods, and Merchan-
dizes whatfoever, to euter, pf}, or be carried over [uch Lines or Trenches, wnlefi in
Juch Cafes, and by fuch proper. Licence, and fubjelt to fuch Regslations and Reftrictions for
Performance of Quarestine, as fhall-be direéled or permitted by any [uch Order or Qrders,
wade or to be made and wotified, as aforefaid ; Andin cafe any Perfon or Perfons  bein
within [uch Lines or Trenches, or.any of them, fhall, during the time of fuch Infeftion,
feﬁqu or attempt to come out of the fame, unicfsin fuch Cafes, and by fuch proper

icence, and {ubjeét to fuch Regunlationsand Reftrictions for Performance of Quarentine,
‘as fhall be direted or permin:e% by fuch Order or Orders; made or to be made and noti-

 fied, as aforelaid ; Ir fball and may be lavsful 1o and for the Watchmer, or Perfons ap-
pointed to giard or fecure fuch Lines or Trenches, or auy of them, by any kind of Vio-
lence that the Cafe fhall require, to compel all and every fuch Perfon and Perfins to re-
zurn back within [uch Lines or Trenches ; and in cafe any Perfon fhall altually come ot
of fuch Lines or Trenches, or any of them gﬂﬂffﬁ in fuch Cafes, and by fuch proper
Licence, and [ubjelt to fuch Regulations and Refiriétions as aforefaid) every fuch Perfon
foall besadiudged guilty of Felony, and fuffer Death as a Felonwithont Benefit of C';'erg;.r.
g T E!E



6 The true Caufes of the Difcontents

T'he proper Methods of Reaforring upon
thote three Claufes, and upon this whole
Subject of the Plague, fhall be ftated in
their proper place, under the third Head.
Bur as tothe truth of Fadfs, which is the
Bulinefs of this Head ; 1 would ask thofe
who have been led blindfold by defigning
Men to join in the common Cry, Do
they find, in any of thefe Claufts, a Dra-
goon planted atevery one’s Door ? Do they
find a K#os of Dragoons appointed to be
Keepers of every Houfe that has once
been infected ? In 2 Word, Do they find
(what has been publith’d with fo much
Confidence) that none wereto be employ-
ed in the Execution of that A&, but fuch
as wore red Coats? Nothing like it. The
Cafe in reality is this: Let what Scheme
you will, be the Scheme that is pitch’d on,
every thing muit be done to make it effec-
tual, that fhall zben appear neceflary to be
done; what will be neceffary, no Mortal
can telly till the Time comes, and Expedi-
ents are tryed ; and for thefe Reafons the
Powers of doing mult of neceflity be Ge-
#eral. But tho’ it cannot be forefeen, what
will do the Work in every Inftance, I can
eafily forefee what wonld woz doitto Satif-
fation, in one Inftance. Suppofe the
Plague fhould begin at Gravefend , and
{pread towards Loewndow (in which cafe, the
City, it s to be hop’d, would think a
Line on that Side very feafonable, and
that nothing lefs could fecure them againit
the defperate Pufhes that would be made,
to efcape from the Part infeéted ;) I dare
fay, they who are now loudeft in the Cla-
mour, would cenfure it as great Supine-
nefs in the Government, if they fhould truft
the guarding of that Line, on which would
depend the FFate of fo many thoufand Lives,
to the Care and Courage of a Country
Militia, or even of City Train'd-bands.

But thatno Military Force of anykind
was in the prrmary Intention of the Le-
giflature, or defign’d to be apply’d ar all,
except incafe of Neceflity, and after other
Means were found ineffetual ; appears e-
vidently from a plain and exprefs Claufe
in the A& it felf ; which the Promoters

of our Difcontents have not thought fitte
impart to the People, and that for a very
plain Reafon, becaufe it would have been
a full Confutation of all their malicious
Suggeftions upon this Head; and, being
fo, it fhall be here inferted atlength.

And be it further Enacted by the Autho-
rity aforefaid, That during the prefent In-
fection, and at all Times hereafter, &uén
any foreign Gonntry, or art of (zreat
Brjirt;"i:n cg* IrcInndy all ‘l’?gnfe&d with
the Plague, it fhall and may be lawful to
and for any two Fufbices of the Peace of
any Connry, Riding, Divifion, or Liberty,
next to (uch Place where any Ship or Vef-
Jel fball be performing (uarentine, or
wherein any infecfed Place , or any Houfe,
Lazaret, or Place for Performance of Qua-
rentine, fhall be fituate, or any Lines or
Trenches ’Jmff be made, as aforefuid, and
r.&? are bereby required, from time totime,
when any [uch Town or Place fhall be in-
fected with the Plague, or any Lines or
Trenches fhall be made, as aforefaid, or amy
Perfons, J&if.r, Goods, or Merchandizes in-
fedled, or o liged to perform gmrmﬁw,
Jball be put 1n any Honfe, Lazaret, or
other Place for Pi’rf{?‘m#’?{-’ﬂ’ of Quarentine,
Zo order the Inhabitants of fuch and fo
many Parifhes, T'ownfhips, Vills, or Ex-
traparochial Places about the fame re-
{pectively, as they fhall judge neceflary ; axd
Juch Inbabitants are herebyrequired, in pur-
fuanceof fuch Orders, upon ?\Zarice thereuf,
to keep fefficiens Watches by Day and
Nightupon fiuch Town or Place (o 1nfe?-
ed, an Hpon Such Lines and Trenches made,
as aforefard, and upon fuch Houfes, Lazarets,
Ships, or other ﬁiﬂ:ﬁ for Performance of
Quarentine, for fuch Time, in [uch Man-
wery and with fuch Nambers of Watchmen
at every Place , as the [aid Fuftices by
their faid Order, [ball direct and appoint,

And itis further provided by a fubfequent
Claufe, 7ha: the Watches by 2his Aét before
divecled tobe kepe, fhallbe maintained at the
Charges of the County or Riding, whereis
Juch Watches fball be refpectively kepe.

2 Among
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. 2. Among the Mifieprefentations of
Faél, is alfo to be mention’d The for-
cible removing of whole Families out of
their Houfes to perform Quarentine, in
cafe any Member of it has been infeted
with the Plague ; which wehave heard af-
firm’d and propagated with the greateft
Confidence; and yet it appears not to me
to haveany Foundation in the Aé. That
no Perfons within the Lines, or belon inE
to any infefted Houfe, or entring fuc
Houfe, fhould be permitted to crofs the
Lines,or come abroad among their Neigh-
bours, till they have fubmitted to proper
Proofs that themfelves are clear of the
Pla%kue 3 all this is certainly no morethan
4 jult and prudent Care of the found Part,
and a neceflary Expedient to hinder the
{preading of the Infeftion. But thatany
Perfon uninfefted, who fhould chufe to
keep within the Lines, or within his own
Houfe, was to be forcibly remov’d to a
place of Quarentine, appearsnot uponthe
Face of the A&. And if it were pofli-
ble for the Art of a Lawyer to flrams
fuch an Inference from the A¢ét, as I ve-
rily believe it is not; [ would then appeal
from that Art, to the common Senfe and
Reafon of Mankind, whetherany Words
can be found in the A&, that will fairly fup-
port fuch anInference. It hasbeen charg’d
upon the Legiflature as a Crime ; and cer-
tainly (like all other Crimes) it ought to be
c]eazlfy proved, beforeit is imputed.
Before I fhut up this Head, I muft take
Notice of one Reprefentation more, which
tho’ notdireétly falfe, is very partial; and
that Partiality employed on purpofe togive
frightful and odious Colours to a thing,
which, when the whole Truth is known,
appears not only innocent, but wife. To
make the drawing of Lines more terrible
to the People, by Ideas of Aéfolute Con-
finement, and Famiwe, and the like; it has
been reprefented to them, that no Perfon,
how clear foever of the Plague, was al-
low’d on any terms to pafs the Lines, nor
Provifions to be convey’d to them with-
ount the greatelt Difficulty. Whereas, by
the exprefs Wordsof the A&, the Direc-
tion againft croffing the Lines is temper’d
by this prudent Exception, Unlefs in fuch

Cafes, andby fich proper Licence, and[ib-
jelt to fuch Regulations and Keflvidtions for
performance of Quarentine, as fball be di-
reéted or permitted by any Order or Orders,
made or to be wade, and wotified by the
King’s Proclamation. Theplain meaning
of which is, thatif any Perfon who fhould
be confin’d within Lines drawn crols the
Country or round aCity or Town, fheuld
firlt give proper Proof of his being unin-
fefted, he thould be furniih’d with Certifi-
cates of his having given fuch Proof, and
might then be allow’d to crofs the Lines,
and go where he pleas’d. And as to the
point of Provifions, and the probability
that any City or Town infected, would
be well orill fupply’d by their Neighbours ;
can any thing be more clear and evident,
than that every degree of Care inthe Gov-
ernment to keep thePerfons infected within
certain Bounds , mult be a proportionable
degree of Encouragement to the Country
round, to approach nearer to {uch City or
Town, and to furnifh it more freely and
conftantly with Provifions of all kinds?
3. Anpother Art to make this Scheme
terrible, hasbeen the giving it an odious
Naine ; that it is a 'RENCH Scheme, and

. taken, Step by Step, from Frewch Mea-

fures, and is calculated only for a Country
under Arbitrary Government. When, in
truth, it is not a Scheme which the French
chofe from any relation it has, in the na-
ture of it,to the Government they are under;
but the Scheme which they finally fell in-
to upon evident Experience that others
did not fucceed : and if they had not fallen
intoit,inall human Probability the Plague,
before this time, had overfpread at lealt one
half of that Kingdom, and perhaps this
too. If we fuffer fo muchby French Fol-
ly, may we not be allow’d to gain a little
by French Experience 2 Whenthe Plague
rages in any Nation, and the Neighbours
are under Apprehenfion of it, and are
making the beft Provifions they can in cafe
of its coming among them ; wou’d any
Country upon Earth, but ours, think that
they could take a wifer Courfe, than to
make the moft exat and diligent Enqui--
ry, what Methods had been us'd, and:

which.
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which of them had been found moft
effeftual, in the Country already infeét-
ed? The feparating the Sick from the
Sound, as the beit way of hindering
an Infe@ion to fpread, is the Diftate of
common Senfe, confirm’d by univerfal
Experience; and, becaufe the Freamch aét
agreeably to common Senfe, are we to
renounce it? Give meleave to add, what
I verily believe is true, that atlealt two
Thirds of thofe Men, whohave been, and
ftill are,fo induftrious in their Endeavours
to difparage this Scheme, are the very
Men, who, whentime was, werethegreat
Advocates for French Counfels,and French
Meafures ; and whofe Hearts al’datevery
Advantage we gain’d towards reducing
the Power of Framee; a Power, which
if it had prevail’d, and thefe Men by Con-
fequence could have had their With, was
to have brought upon us a much forer
Plague than what we now fear, I mean,
the utter Deftru&tion of our Religion and
Liberties. Nor, at this day, wou’d they
take half the Pains, or run half the Ha-
zards, to keep out one Plague, that they
would do to bring in the other.

4. But the greatelt and moft general Mif=
reprefentation of Fat, by which thefe
Men have labour’d to inflame the Nation,
is, The confounding a Power to do, and
a Neceffity of doing;their telling the Peo-
ple, thatthe A fays, thefeThings fball be
done, whenic only fays they maybedone.
After they had thoroughly prejudic’d the
Minds of Men againit the Scheme thac
was offer’d, they knew there would bea
great Difference, inthe Degreesof Dread
and Apprehenfion, between an Evil that
muft come, and an Evil that only may
come; and therefore, in ordef to finith
their Work , it was neceflary to have it
believ’d, that this Was the Scheme abfo-
lutely fixed and determined in all the Parts
of it; that, which muft rake Place what-
ever happen’d, and which could neither
be changed in the whole, nor receive Ad-
dition or Alteration inany Part.. Where-
as the A& did not effabl:fb, but only fxp-
pofe the Scheme ; as that, which the’Le-
giflature believed to be the molt effeftu-

)

ai, according to the belt Judgment they

could form, upon a fair Comparifon be-
tween this, and any other that. had
been offer’d or thought of; and ‘in purfu-
ance of that Suppofition, they velted fuch
Powers in the Prince, as feem’d moft ex-
pedient to attain the Ends propos’d.  Dut
as the King was put under no -N«e_ﬁé?
by thofe Claufes of the Act,eitherto chufe
that Scheme, 'or execute thofe Powers,
but was left at full Liberty, all the while
the Law was i force, to rejeét either, or
both, if they fhould appear inexpedient ;
fo was he, and flill is,impower’d by ano-
ther Claufe in the fame A&, to chufeany
other Scheme, or any- other Expedients,
that (hall hereafter appear to be moreeli-
gible. 10 iige «

That Claufe of general Powers, is as
follows :

And be 1t ﬁ:r:érgg E}r‘a&ed by ;ﬁﬁ'& An-
thority aforefaid, at if at tme or
TEMJ grfrﬂl'er_ any City, Tawﬂ;?pr- Place
withiz Great Britain, or Ireland, or the
Ifles of Guernfey, Jerfey, Alderney, Sark,
or Man, fball be infected with the Plagne,
and the fame, ﬁ';ﬂ'ﬂi Examination, )-!Ib# be
made appear to bis DMajefty, his Heirs or
Succeffors, in Conncil, 1¢ fball and may be
lavsfnl to and for his Mﬂj@@*, bis Heirs and
Sﬁ:ﬂ?ﬂ, by and with the Advice of his
or their Privy-Conncil, during the Con-
tinuance of [uch Calamity, to make fnch
Orders and Regulations concerning Quaren-
tine, and the prevention of Infection, as
[hall be neceffary for the Safety and Prefer
vation of bis or their Subjects, and tonorsfy
the fame by Proclamation 5 and all and eve-

Perfon and. Perfons, Officer and Officers,
gfwﬂ and Military, whatfvever, [batl ren-
der due and exalt Obedience to all fuch Or-
ders and Regulations [o made and notified,

as aforefard.

The King being vefted with thefe Ge-
neral Powers (which met not with theleaft
Oppofition in'either Houfe of Parliament,
fo far as I have been able “to learn’s) it
would much better becomegoad Subjeds,
acted by a fincere Defire to promote the
Safety of the Nation, to propofe fome
more defirable Scheme, in a quiet and

peaceable
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peaceable Way; than to content them-
felves (as they have generally done) to fly
with Fury upon a Scheme that has been
already propos’d, without fubfituting any
other in the Place. This Scheme, it is
true, had a Right for fome time to plead
Pofleflion, as that which feem’d motit a-
greable to the Judgment of the Legifla-
ture ; but that Right (even while the At
remain’d in full Force,) could laft no
longer than his Majelty pleafed ; who in
Virtue of the three firlt Clanfes was only
empower’d, not oblig’d; and might, and
ftill may, by Virtue of this lalt Claufe, e-
ftablith any other that fhall appear more
eligible. But, that any other is really
more eligible,muft be madeappear by Rea-
foning, and not by Clamour; by offering
to the Confideration of our Superiors
fome better-concerted Scheme, in a mo-
deft and ferious Way, and not barely by
attacking and demnlimin%his in fuch an
hoftile and outrageous Manner as we
havefeen. Would any one of thofe who
have acted fuch a part, agree to have his
prefent Dwelling pull’d down, becaufe
another Man thinks it not convenient e-
nough; without any Security given, that
he fhall have a betzer built, or any regu-
lar Plaz offer’d, on which to found a
Comparifon ?

But this immoderate Zeal in fome to
mifreprefent Facts,and this very great Wil-
lingnes in many others to believe fuch
Mifreprefentations ; fhew plainly, that
the preventing of the Plague, and pre-
ferving the Lives of their Fellow-Sub-
jeéls, are notthe Things whichthefe Men
aim at. And what it is, that is their real
Aim, is fhewn as plainly,’

II. By theirunjuft and uncharitable Sug-
Er:l’tiuns, concerning the DEsiGgns of
erfons, in relation to thefe Provifions a-
gainft the Plague. This is a fafe Retreat,
when Lies and Mifreprefentations are de-
te€ted and can ftand them in ftead no
Yonger. Faédls, in their nature, grethings
epen and before our Eyes, and falfe Ac-
counts of thems cannot be maintain’d long;
but DESIGNS are things hidden, and oft-

times difguis’d ; and where there is a
Willingnefs to believe, and a Pronenc(s
to fufpect the worlt, the Jealoufies and Pre-
judices founded upon thofe, are not {o ea-
fily reach’d and fubdu’d. 1If, for inltance,
it be fpread with the greateft Confidence,
that by a late A& concerning the Plague,
a Dragoon was to bepolted at evurg Man’s
Door, that the Soldiers were to have the
Plunder of all Houfes which were infeét-
ed, that they alone were to be employ’d
in the Execution of the Powers given,
and that the Powers themfelves were
fuch as muf# be put in Execution, and
not fuch as might or might not be applied,
according to the Exigencies of Things;
all thefe immediately vanifh, upon pro-
ducing the plain Words of the AéL
But if it be furmis’d, and pro pigated among
the People, that the Att it felf was cal-
culated on purpofe to Enflave them, and
that the Legiflature and the Perfons in
Power, meant only an Opportunity to in-
fult and opprefs fuch Perfons and Places
as they did not like ; the Jealoufies found-
ed on fuch dangerous DEs1G NS in the
Superiors, are apt to take deeper Root in
the Minds of the People, and, however
unreafonable in themfelves, can ftand out
much longer than Faéls, again(t the plain-
eft Conviction.

Such is the Nature of Mankind; and
defigning Heads are never wanting, to help
Nature, and to foment and blow up Jea-
loufies on fuch Occafions ; efpecially,
when they find the publick Adminiltration
engaged in any Work of great Difficulty,
where the very belt Remedies that can
be thought of, are ungrateful and unpo-
pular, and fuch as cannot poflibly attain
their ]Em:l, without intrenching upon the
ordinary Methods of Government, and
the Eafe and Libertyiof Mankind. And
therefore, in the prefent Cafe, what Scheme
foever fhould have been thought of for
preventing the Plague, I fhould not at all
have wonder’d to hear the Legiflature and
thofe who are in Power, charg'd by the
People with want of Regard to their Li-
bertses, or with want of Compaffion, or

even with Cruelzy ; but itis amazing, to
B hear



10

hear Men charg’d with meditating 7yran-
#y, and Rewvengein the midit of a Plague.

If we had a Monarch upon the Throne,
afpiring in his Nature, or cruel in his
Government; if an Augmentation of the
military Force had been infifted on or
demanded, under Colour of executing the
Aét; if thofe who are employed in his
Service, were known to be Lovers of
tyrannical and arbitrary Meafures; there
mi]gtht then be fome Colour for fuch Sug-
geltions tho’ even then, to fuppole Men
capable of forming fuch Thoughts i zbe
midft of a Plague, is to fuppofe them
Madmen, and l\ﬁﬂni’ters. But when the
reverfe of all this is true; when we have
a Prince upon the Throne, molt indul-
gent to his People, and moft tender of
their Liberties; and not one Soldier has
been defir’d of the Parliament, beyond the
Number allow’d for the ordinary Securi-
ty of the Kingdom ; when we havea Mi-
niftry, who in the whole Courfe of their
Lives, have been the known Patrons of
Liberty ; and (what ought not to be for-
gotten) when they, who have the chief
hand in forming and fpreading thefe vile
Afperfions, arethe very Men who a few
Years fince were upon the point of facri-
ficing their Country to an Arbitrary Pow-
er: In thefe Circumitances, nothing can
be more aftonithing, than the Coxfidence
of advancing fuch Suggeftions ; except it
be, the giving Credit to them. And I
muft intreat thofe, who are real Friends
to the prefent Government, but yet have
been fo far mifled as to {wallow fuch
Suggeftions, and to join in the common
Clamour; to confider whofe Work they
are doing, and whether the Confufion in-
to which our Enemies are labouring to
caftus by thefe Methods, can, if they fuc-
ceed, end in any thing but an Arbitrary
Government.

No. lefs thocking is it, tofuppofe Men
capable of forming Defigns of Oppreflion,
or Revenge, inthe midit of fuch aterrible
Scene, as the Plague is. And however
any Methods propos’d for preventing it,
may be reprefented to the People as Crau-
¢/ ; there is not a greater Cruelty upon
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earth, than to expofe our Superiorsto the
People in fuch odious and inhuman Co~
lours ; it is in effeét, to cloaththemin the
Habit of Bears and Tygers, that they may be
run down and worried by the incens’d Mul-
titade. Ifany thing could make e fufpet
human Nature capable of the Thoughts
of Tyranny or Oppreffion, in the midjft
of a Plague ; it is, that I fee fo many
others who are capable of fach unchri-
ftian Rancour and Revenge, under the
Approaches of it.

f know but one thing that can be faid,
in any degree to mitigate the Guilt of
fuch vile ﬁl:prnnchus gmd it is, doubt-
lefs, one confiderable Ingredientin them ;)
I mean, an approaching Eleétion ; when
a Freedom of Slander, and efpecially a-
gainft our Superiors, is claim’d as a kind
of Privilege, and a part of Engli/h Li-
berty. But whatever Countenance Cuftom
may have given to fuch Prattices, they
are at all times swbuman and wnchriftian
and yet I fear we muft now defpair tofee
them ever cur’d, when a Plague hanging
over our Heads, is fo far from extinguilh-
ing, thatit revivesand invigorates them.

Thus far, I have been fhewing, how
greatly falfe Reprefentations of Fadfs, and
unjuft and uncharitable Conftructions of
the Defigns of our Superiors, have contri-
buted to blow up the Minds of Men to
fuch an uncommon degree of Uneafinefs
or rather Fury. To rthefe [ will now add
athird Caufe of i, w1z,

- HI. The falle meafures and ways of
REAsox1NG, which Men have fallen
into, in relation to the Plague, and the
Provifions againft it.

r. Oneis, Thatwhen they reafon about
thefe things, they will nutf;uppcﬁ them-
felves, in their Thoughts and Imaginations,
to be mow under the Plague; butthey son-
fider it at a great Diltance, and thems
felves and the Nation in a ftate of per-
fect Eafe and Safc'?. This imaginary
Security makes way for all thofe inflamin
Suggeltions, of Breaches upon Law, an
Inroads wpon Liberty ;. and puts Men eu;
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of all Patience, when you propofe to them
any Expedient that is accompanied with
Terror, or even Inconvenience. But if
they would firt form within themfelves
an Ideaand Imagination of our being ac-
tually ander the Plague (as every one mulft
do, who will reafon wifely about Provi-
fions to prevent it ;) all thofe idle Specu-
lations about Laws, and Liberties, and
Conveniencies, would vanifh : they would
then fee the abfolute Neceflity of difcre-
tionary Powers in the Prince, to be exe-
cuted by wife Hands, and applied as Oc-
cafion fhall require ; and the Impoffibi-
lity of keeping within the ftrict ]Enunds
of Liberty, and the ordinary Methods of
the Law. Upon the whole, they would
fee the Vanity of imagining, thatany Me-
thods can be taken in that difmal ftate,
which fhall not be attended with great
Calamity and Terror. If thofe Men who
indulge themfelves in a different kind of
Realoning, would be at the trouble to read
over the Account of the Plague at Mar-
feilles, and obferve from thence the dif=
mal Condition of thingsin fuch a ftate ; [
may venture to fay, it would be impofi-
ble after that, to realon fo wildly about
it, as they have hitherto done.

2. But there is another mifchievous
Notion, for which Men arenaturally pre-
pared by their not reafoning in this mat-
ter, under the Imagination and Imprefion
of the Plague atually among us ; and
that is, An Indifference whether any Ex-
pedients at all be thought of, to prevent
or check it; nay, an Opinion that the ftir-
ring in it, and the propofing Expedients,
is very mifchievous, as itterrifies the Minds
of the People, and gives a great Interrup-
tion to Tradeand Bufine($; and that there-
fore nothing of this kind ought to be
ftirr’d at all, till the Plague comes nearer.
Now this is as contrary as any thing can
poffibly be, to all the Rules which Rea-
fon teaches, and Mankind pra&life, inthe
whole Conduét of Life. ﬁ: every other
Cafe, the more terrible the Danger, the
greater is the Need of timely Preparation ;
to be not only in a conftant Readinefs for
its coming, but jealous of every Ap-
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roach of it. As to the Interruption to

rade and Bufinefs; is itnot evident, that
our Neighbour-Nations (who have been
o early and diligent in their Preparations
again(t the Plague) would be afraid to
have any T'rade, or even Correfpondence
with us, did not we alfo appear to make
all proper and reafonable Provifions a-
gainftit 2 Andas to terrifying the People ;
if the making fuch Provifions be a thing
fit, and wife, and neceflary ; thofe Terrors
are not to be regarded, but ought to be
treated as the Fears of Children, when
they refufe to take fuch Remedies, or to
fubmit to fuch Operations, as are necef-
fary to preferve Life. Give me leave to
add, what I am morally certain is true,
that the very Men who now clamour on
thefe Pretences, againft entring into any
Expedients as yer; would have been lowd-
er than any other, in their Invetives a-
%inﬂ the Legiflature and the Miniftry (as
Men regardlefs of every thing but their
own Eafe, and taking no Care of the
Safety of the People,) in cafe the Court
and Parliament had fat {till; and judg’d it
too early as yet to enter into the Confi-
deration of it.

3. Again; When the Plague bas en-
ter’d any Country, or is appreaching to ir,
the Duty incumbent upon the Publick Ad-
miniftration, istotake Care of the #hole;
nay, it is their Duty #oz to take farther
Care of any one Part, than is confiltent
with the Care of the Whole; and (as a
Confequence of this) notto lay afide any
proper Provifions againit its fpreading
thro’ the Whole, becaufe fuch Provifi-
ons ma% bring Inconveniencies upon any
Part. This, moft certainly, is the Duty
of the Publick Adwinifiration in every
Country ; but when particular Perfins come
to reafon upon the fitnefs or unfitnefs of
fuch Provifions for the W hole, their fingle
Rule of judging, is a Concern for Z4em-
felves. "They thinkit gricvous and unrea-
fonable to be fhut up within Lines or
Houfes,among Perfons infeéted ; but they
confider not, how grievous and unreafon-
able they would think it (in cafe them-
felves were withont the Lines,and among
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the #nipfelled) if the Publick fhould take
no Care to hinder the Part already infeét-
ed, frommixing with them. And fo, in
Cale of removing the Perfon infeéted
trom his Houfe; Men confider how grie-
vous it would be to zhemnfelves, if it were
done ; but they never confider how grie-
vous it would be to awbhole Street, if it were
not done. ,On thefame Foot, {tands the
Cafe of Perfons infe&ted in Lowe-boufes :
How much foever has been heard, within
doors or without, of the Unrealonable-
nefs of removing fuch; I darefay, there is
not any one Inhabitant of fuch a Houfe,
who, if he dwelt in a great Town or City
within five Miles of it, would not have
been under the utmoft Uneafinefs, and
have thought it the moit unreafonablething
in the world, if Provifion had been made
inthe A&, that no infeéted Perfon in any
Lowne-boufe, thould be remov’d into a more
folitary Place, or to a greater Diftance
from Towns or Cities. Nay, there is
nota large Town or City in his Maje-
ity’s Dominions, however zealous at this
time againft all Breaches upon Ewglifh
Liberty, but would burn Magra Charza it
felf, fhould itpretend to tell them, that a
great Body of People mult be put in Dan-
ger,oreven Terror, for the Eafe and Con-
venience of one Family, or perhaps one
Perfon.

4. Another falfe way of Reafoning about
thele Provifions for preventin theElague,
is, T'hat Men view and confider fome one
Scheme, firgly and by i Sﬁ'dj‘; and do not
compare it with other Schemes, to fee
which is attended with the Jeaft Terror
and the feweft Inconveniencies. If they
will not be content,till a Scheme is offer’d
thatfhall be itri¢tly confiltent with Law,
and Liberty, and Eafe; this is to refolve,
i effeét, that they will be content with
none at all ; becaufe (asithas been often
remembred in this Paper, and oughtabove
all things to be inculcated, upon this fub-
jeét,) all Expedients what{oever (all that
have been, and all that can be thought
of ) are very terrible. And as it follows
not, that this or that particular Expedient
is not good, or notthe beft, becaufe it ap-
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pears to be terrible; fo the true way of
Reafoning, is, to confider which Scheme
appears leaft terrible, and mof} effettual,
upon an impartial Comparifon of them,
in all the Steps to be taken in the Execun-
tion of each; and then to embrace that,
which how terrible foever it may be in it
felf, appears upon {uch Comparifon to be
lefs terrible, and more ctte€tnal than an
other. And it is unaccountable, how it
fhould ever be wréught into the Heads of
Men, that either a Legiflature or a Mini-
flry can have a Partiality for one Scheme
above another, for any Reafon, but be- -
caufe they judge it to conduce molt effe-
&nally to the one fingle end of prevent-
ing the Plague ; In other Words, thatthey
fhould offer a terrible Expedient for any
Reafon, but becaufe it appears to them upon
the:Comparilon, tobelefs terriblethan any
other that will be effe€tual. And except the
People in making a Judgment upon any
Scheme thatis propofed, will refolve to
found fuch Judgmentuvpon afair Compari-
{on of that with ozber Schemes, the Diflatif=
faétions muft be endlefs ; and it will require
great Courage in thofe who are to aét in
purfuanceof the General Powers velted in
the Crown, toeftablifhor propofeany Ex-
pedient at all, and will lay themunder a
dangerous Temptation, to chufe, not what
is really beft in it felf, but what is moft
fuited to the Humours of the People.

. There is another thing which greatly
contributes tolead Men into very falfe and
unjuft Reafonings in this matter; and that
is the fuftering otber Confiderations to mix
with it, which yetin their Nature are whol-
ly foreign to it. Ought any Expedient that
is offer’d, to be the worfe thought of by
this or that Perfon, becaufe he happens to
be a Sufferer by the Seazh-Sea? Can a
Scheme be either better or worfe in it {elf;
becanfe it comes from Whig or Tory
Hands ? Does it follow, thatany Scheme
which is propos’d, ought not to be ap-
prov'd and seceiv’d, becaufe the damning it
may help to render a Miniltry unpopular,
or be of Service in the approaching Elec-
tions ? Multitudes of thofe who now join
in the popular Clamour, have, I doubt t:;or,
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been wholly determin’d in this matter by
fuch foreign Confiderations (whether of
domeftick Lofles, or political Views, )
without entring in the leaft into the Rea-
fon of thething it {elf, or troubling them-
felves at all to fiurvey and compare the fe-
veral Expedients. 'Whereas , it is molt
certain, thac till fuch foreign Motives are
banifh’d out of the Cafe, and much more
till they ceafe to be the raling Motives; it
is impoffible for Men to form a Judgment
abour it, that(hall be either wife, or honelt.

6. Iarther ; [n reafoning upon this Mat-
ter, Men donot feem toartend enough to
the Confequence of the Nation’s being
found in an swprepared and wundetermin’d
State, incafe we fhould be vifited and at-
tack’d by this terrible Enemy : Which,
like all other Enemies, ravages whatever
Couantry it can furprife, without Oppofiti-
on or Controul , and by that fingle Ad-
vantage, is able to do great Execution,
and to Deltroy a long time, before any
Head can be made againft it. = This was
the melancholy Cafe of the People of
Marfeilles ; they were furpris’d by it, and
Multitudes were loft before the publick
Adminiltration could fall into proper and
regular Methods of oppofing it ; who by
a prewvions Confideration and Eftablithment
of fuch Methods (if there had been time
for it) might certainly have been fav’d. And
tho’ this #eed not be our Cafe, who have
{o fair warning of our Danger ;yet by our
Folly we may sake it our Cafe, if wegoon
to indulge: the Humour we are got iinto,
of puatting the Evil-day far from us, and
difcouraging the Thoughts of any Expe-
dients at all, becaufe no one can be found
but what is exceedingterrible. It is cer-
tain, the very Thought of the Plague e-
ven at this diftance, is dreadful ; and not
to think. of it at all, would be the wife(t
Part we could chufe, if our not thinking
of it would keep it at a Diftance. But
when it pleafes God to give us fo longa
warning, and we have time (if we will
but ufe it) to confider calmly of the beft
Expedients, and todigeft theminto proper
Order and Method, while our Thoughts
are yet free from that Terror and Confu-
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fion, which will neceflarily attend a more
immediate approach of the Plague;in thefe
Circumflances, there cannot be a greater
Folly in the World, nor a more fhameful
Inftance of Supinenefs and Srupidity, than
to negleét the happy Opportunity which
God gives, and to deIu.Ethe Preparations
for our Defence till the Enemyis upon us.
Asifa time of fuch Terror and Confufion,
were a Seafon for calm and regular think-
ing ;ora Work of fucha nice and difficult

ature, could be confider’d, digelted, and
executed in a Day. I fpeak this with the

eater Concern; becaufe however fome

xpedients which havebeen already under
publick Confideration, havebeen forc’d to
yield to popular Clamour and Difcontent,
and the Brnviliuns arenow reduc’d to the
General Powers veftedin the King; yet if
this Humour continues among the People,
of niot bearing the thoughts of any Expe-
dient that is attended with Terror, andno
Expedient can poflibly be found but what is
very Terrible, I fee not how any Fruit can
be expected from thefe General Powers,
nor who they are that will have the Heart
to execute them, not that any Scheme they
can propofe, is like to meet with better
Treatment fromthe Populace, than what
we have already feen. Itis agrievous State
weare in,if we have no way to avoid the
Surure Confufions infeparable from an un-
preparednefs when the Plagne comes, but
the being run into prefest Contufion by at-
tempting to prevent them,

7. Lamaware, (hat there are fomeamong
us, who account all Endeavours to pre-
veint or oppole the Plague, vain and inef-
fellual, if notimpious; and this, upon two
ditferent Principles: One, that the Plague
15 the immediate Hand of God, and there-
forenot to be refilfted; the other, that it is
not propagated by Infe€ion from Perfons
or Goods, as other Diltempers are, and
that therefore all Provifions againft fuch
Infectionare loft Labour, But asit is cer-
tainly a wrong Notion in Divinity, that
any Judgments whatfoever which are not
exprefly denounc’d by God, are his imme-
diate Hand, in fuch fenfe as to forbid or
fuperfede all human Means of preventing
them ;
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them; fo is itat leaflt a new Notion in
Philofophy, and contrary to the general
Obfervation and Praltice of Mankind ,
that the Plague is not propagated by In-
fe€tion, like other Diftempers of the fame
Nature, And fince the Perfons who have
entertained thefe Opinions, are generally
fuch who have no ill Meaning, no pre-
meditated Defign to inflame the Nation;
Iamvery fure, they will be fo candid, asto
conlider how weak our Governors muit
appear both at Home and Abroad, fhould
they fit flill and facrifice the Safety of
the Mation toa pious Errorin Divinity, or
a new Speculation in Philofophy, when
both are {o contrary tothe general Appre-
henfion and Praétice of Mankind,
However, thus far wereadilyagree with
them, That the Plague is attended with
fuch Degrees of Malignity, and diffufes
the Contagion with fuch Force and Swift-
nels, as render the belt Endeavours of
Man /efs effedinal in this, thanin any other
Diftemper. And would to God we were
all agreed in the plain and proper Infe-
rence fromhence, That the lefs refiltibleit
is by the Art of Man, the %)reau:rueed we
have to fly to God for Protetion and
Deliverance. As zealous as I am for a
timely Deliberation, what arethebelt Ex-
pedients that Reafon can fuggelt ; I fhould
think it by far the molt comfortable Pre-
fage of Safety to the Nation, if I could
fee Men betake themfelves in earnelt to
the Religions Means of averting divine
Judgments; and affeéted with fuch Seri-
oufiefs towards God, and Charity towards
one another, as might well be expected
froma People who have the Plague hang-
ing over their Heads:If in particular, I
could feeamong us a more peaceable and
Chriftian Spirit, free from Hatred, Re-
venge, and Prejudice ; and a Difpofition
in Men to judge in all Cafes impartially
and candidly : and finally (as one Inftance
of fuch Impartiality and Candor) if I
could fee, that one in a thoufand of thofe
who are provok’d by their late Loffes,
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would ferioufly examin his own Heart as
to the Motsyes which carried himinto that
unfortunate Adventure; and, to his juft
Cenfures of the Knavery of others, would
add a due Humiliation of himfelf before
God, for his own boundlefs Avarice and
Ambition.

To conclude; It was not the Defign of
this Paper,to enter into particular Schemes,
or toelpoufe or recommend one Scheme
above another. My only Aim was, to
lead honeft and well meaning Men to rea-
fon more fairly and juitly upon this Sub-
ject, than I think they have hitherto done;
and for that end, to fhew how fhamefully
they have been mifled, by falfe Fas, by
groundlefs Swfpicions, and by unjuft Rea-
Jouzngs,

As to thofe who are Enemies to the
Government, I offer none of thefe Conii-
derations tozkem 3 norcan l in reafon ex-
gzc”t that they fhould alter their prefent

lethods, either of thinking or aéting, in
this matter, becauie on their part it would
be molt unpolitick, if they did not labour
Night and Day to blow up our Difcon-
tents higher and higher, in hopes at laftto
calt us into a State of Contufion. But
what | have faid upon this Subje& (with
great T'ruth as I believe, and I am fare
with great Sincerity) I offerto the Friends
of the Government only ; who, as wifh-
ing its Continuance, are alfo bound to
wifh its Peace and Welfare. And as [
fhall efteem it a great Happinefs, if any
thing that I have faid, may conduce to
bring fuch Perfons to a Courfe of more
jult and fober Reafoning; fo I muft en-
treat, and even conjure them, to enter up-
on an impartial View of this whole Mat-
ter, and to confider how they can anfwer
itto God, their King, and their Country,
if for want of fuch Reafoning, or in
fpight of it, they ftill fuffer themfelves
to be led on by mere Paflion or Preju-
dice, to do the Work of the common

Enemy.










