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INTRODUCTORY

kPR ETF ATCIEN

O well executed work of this kind

having yet appeared, treating wholly

of Singing-Birds, we here g‘_efent the Public
with one, compiled from

thing magnifies and fets forth the power of
the Supreme Being more than thefe pretty
harmlefs animals, "whether we refle&t on
their velocity, beauty, or the variegated
colours of their feathers, fo, in every refpeét,
they raife infinite delight and fatisfaction to
their keepers, and fweetly recompence their

trouble and charge in bringing them up, by

their pleafant harmony. We enjoy in our
houfes or aviaries, all the melody of the
- woods. We fhall not pretend to anfwer a
. common objettion, which fome auftere men

Az (pretending

r own obfervati-
ons, and ‘confirmed by the experience of o-
thers, who have been curious in the breeding
and bringing up of Singing-Birds. And asno-

f
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iv INTRODUCTION,

(pretending to more humanity than theis
neighbours) make againft the confining of
Song-Birds in cages, &c. but by producing
St. Fehn as an example, who certainly_
thought it no crime,—if he had, he would
not have confined a tame partridge for his
own diverfion. “But' certain it is, by this
means numbers of thefe pretty creatures are
nourifhed and protected from the incle-
mency of the weather, and preferved from
the ravenous appetites of the feveral birds
of prey. - | - & s

We have no.doubt but this Book will re-
commend itfelf by the many uncommon ob-
fervations in it, being a more Complete and
Elegant Work on the fubject; than any ha
therto publifhed. fo oL 1)

THE AUTHORS.
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molt elegant Copper-plates, among which is a fathion-
able Pattern for fome ufeful Article of Drefs; toge-
ther with a Song, fet to Mufic by Mr. Hook) of

he NEW LADY’S MAGAZINE;

r, PoLiTE, ENTERTAINING, and FAsHION-

ABLE CoMPANION for the FAIR-SEx :
Intirely appropriated to their Ufe and Amufement.
his popular ‘and celebrated Magazine for Female
eaders is univerfally read, and meets with the warmeft
pprobation in every Part of thele Kingdoms, being far

uperior inCompofition, Utility, Novelty, and Elegance,
0 any other Publication of the Kind hitherto publifhed,
r now publifhing.

N.B. The above Works are embellithed with elegant Copper-Plates,
defigned in a {uperior Manner by Meifrs. Hamilion, Wale, Webber,

ipriani, Kauffman, Gwyn, Dodd, Carter, Metz, O'Neal, Griffith,
ptothard, Welt, Edwards, Holbein, Vandyke, Kneller, and other Artiils,
and engraved in a {plendid Manner by thole renowned Mafters, Pol-
ard, I'hornten, Grignion, Walker, Page, Collyer, Taylor, Hall, Barto~
U?.i-::i, Rennoldfon, Noble, Heath, Grainger, Goldery Hogg, Parker,
Bherwin, Sparrow, Trotter, Morris, Smith, Kitchin, Bowen, Conder,

awkins, Peltro, Clowes, Sibelius, Eaftgzate, Lowry, Warren, and others.
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Mafon’s Life of Bunyan, 6d
Melmoth’s new Univerfal Story-Teller, gs bd.
Meclmoth’s new Roman Hiftory, gs bound
Melmoth’s new Grecian Hiftory, 3s bound
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King’s new Londo1 5py, 15 6d
King's new Covent-Garcen Regifler, 23
The Farmer’s Wiie, a valuable Book of Heufewilery; 15 6d
Gardon’s Family Phylician, 2s
Maple's Horleman’s Sure Guide, or complete Horfe Doftor, %
The new Art of Speaking, priceonly 23
Palmer’s new Englifh Spouter, or Spouter’s Compauion, 1s
Vernon's New Losdon and CountrySonglier, 15
Armold's newHiftory of America,3s 6d bound
Francis Quarles’s ]:.mb!ﬂms rmnp]cu: with Copper-plates; 75 bds
Francis Quarles’s School of the Heart, 55 bd.
Fellows’s Grace "I rivmphant, a Poem, 15 6d
Fellows’s new Proteltant Alarm, 25 64d
Fellows’s Hymmus in Various Metres, ,-|.d
Fellows's lhl*--n on Baptiflm, 1s
Murray’s new Hiltory r*[*-:-cn Iaml. 9s. bound
Mrs. Partrid re s B ok of ¢ :‘nmrv. ﬂd
The Town and Coun itry Jeller, 1s
Sir John ]-':'-.'lr.iiry_,:’.n Jefis, 15
Cunningha '['Il s new Jeft Booky 6d
Middlcton's Abs h.pm nt of the Hiftory of England, 3s bd.
Mr. Freemaan's Lover’s New Guaide, 15
Gigton’s Piugeon-Fancier, 15 6d
P:'i{c‘;.- Whole Art of Confeétionary, os ’
r]-“tﬂ.'-:'L'.'I'J'_rmzl':':- New Brd-Fancier, 15
Th U'T‘fl-.:'; new Gardener’s Calendar, 18
Hrpe's New Englifh Farmer, 15
Morgan's Complete Spor timan, 3s bound
A Clergyman’s Letter of RmeUf and Humiliation to the Rev.
Mr. lnu e, &c. 256d
Powell's New Uaiverfal Fortune-Teller, 15
Stanhope’s New Polite Tutorels, 15
% % TheCOPPER-PLATES and Execution throughout of other Works
of the above Nature. having been rather a Difgrace than an. Embellithment,
we havetorally n]n ated that lmperfettion by employing  the moft 18-
nowned Artifts in thefe King doms ; wher reby our Lu-ppr;'l-i lates, ben
finithed with fuperior Elegance, Correéinefs, and Uniformity, wall juftly

or {.11“1“-1 with the Dignivy ||.d) legance -of the Works theyare iitendd -

cd to embellith, and will exceed 1n Value many fold in-the an-‘whr}pa at
as. carh.——A very liberal Allowance made (0 all Merchants, Captaius,
&c. who purchale ‘an Allortiment of the above Variety of Articles for
America, the "1. and Welt Indies, &c.— And it 1s worthy of R-:m;n-k,
that all Country and Town Bogkl lle rs, Stationers, Dealers, &c. hnd i
greatly to their r"s. {vantage conltantly.to krtp an Aflorrment of the above

Books for Sale,as they are penerally P eferred h\ the Public t all «they
Artigles of the Kind 3 and l‘ order ing th= Pa yment of Res d Mot ey,
on delivery .of the Parcels an Luu.m'-, the very lowelt Pﬂu:s will be
charged by the Publither, un o gratefully ackmm.:dj__,ﬂ the preference
whicdh 1s given 1o all his Varigus ncw Publi c.anun-s, by ¥ the Pﬂul.h. at fﬂlg:'...
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‘The NEW, UNIVERSAL, and

Complete BIRD-FANCIER._.

The Woop-Lark.

17 (\[&] lodious bird, having 2 de-
2 . lightful variety of notes, and
G is thought by fome bird-
= ) ﬂfﬁ‘% fanciers to exceed the' Night-
ingale. I have heard him fing againft a
Nightingale a whole hour, frivi ng to ot~
do him, fo that I have been forced to
take him from the place where he hung,
for fear he thould kill himfelf, |
He fings nine months in the year; and
and is a very plentiful bird about the be-

ginning of September or Michaelmass: he

15 to be taken with nets called clap-nets,
fuch as are made ufe of to cateh linnets,
or other  fmall birds, and . thofe that ane
Catched at this' tinye of the year, are reg-

i B koned | §




‘muit be two at this {port, one to carry
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koned to be the beft, becaufe keeping
them all the winter makes them more fa-
miliar than a bird catched in January or
February, and holds its fong longer 1n

| the fummer: a bird catched in January,

is generally very ftout, and will fing in
three days after he is taken, and com-
monly fings ftouter and louder than a Mi-
chaelmas bird, but not hold his feng {o
long. A bird that is taken in February,
at his layer, when he is matched with
his hen, I have heard {ing as {oon as ta-
ken, all the way in bringing home; but
by reafon of his ranknefs will {foon fall oft
his fong, and you will have but little
more from him all that {fummer. _
There is likewife another way of ' tak-
ing Wood Larks, that is in June or July,
and are called branchers, which is a young
bird that has been hatched, and flew that
year about two or three months old; thefe
you may take with a net of about eleven,
twelve, or thirteen yards long, and about
throe or four yards broad, with a line run
through the middle of it. You muft
likewife have a Hawk called a Hobby,
or 2 Cafterel, or 2 Wind-Haver;  there

the
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the Hawk, the other to hold the end of
the line; and when you find a flock of
Wood-larks, which lie commonly in
pafture land or by gravel pits, get as near
as you can; then thow your Hawk, ma-
king him flutter his wings, which when
the Larks perceive, they will lie very clofe
to the ground; then one take hold at one
end of the line and the other at the other
end, till you both ‘come to the place
wherz they are, holding your Hawk up
as you go. I have known them lie {o
clofe in fear of the Hawk, that they have

been taken up by hand without the net

being over them. 'Thole are pretty birds,
and will be prelently tame, but, in my
mind, is not -fo- good as a Michaelmas
bird, which you may take at that time
very plenty with clap-nets, as you do o-
ther {mall birds, having one in a cage to
eall them ; if you lay your nets in a cart-
way, or turn up the ground, it will en-
tice them to drop, efpecially when they
hear your call-bird, which fhould be plac-
ed by the fiaff, next to the line. Pitch
your nets-upon as high ground as you can,
for Wood-larks fly very high at that time
of the year, | o 8
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How to take them in January.

HEY commonly lie near a wood-
fide in pafture-ground, where the

fun rifes. You muft lay your clap-nets as
you do at Michaelmas, and have a good
eall-bird and a brace-bird, which place
betwixt your nets; when you perceive
the bird lower, then fhew your brace-
bird, which when he fees he'll prefently
drop to it: thofe birds that are taken at
this time of the year, are almoft as good
as any, and fings in three days time after
they are caged off. Bruife them hemp feed,
or grind it very fine, and mix it with
bread; put in about half as much hemp
feed as bread at the firft, then put fome

red gravel in the bottom of the cage, and

when you have mixed your bread and
hemp-feed very well, throw fome of it
upon the gravel, for they will fooner
choofe, when they are firft taken, to feed

in the bottom of the cage than in the

trough; .1 commonly throw them fome
victuals for two or three days, and like~
wife fome vi¢tuals in the trough; when
you perceive them feed heartily out of the
ARt trough,

g Ju-
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trough, then there is no-occafion to put
any at the bottom; this is my way of
feeding them when they are firft taken;
and when he is come to his meat, I give
him but'a very little hemp-feed, and boil
an egg very hard; either grate it with a’
grater or chop it very fine, but grating is-
the beft, and mix it among the bread and
hemp-feed and maw-feed; one egg will

{erve fix Wood-Larks very well two days.

I teed them every other day, and'if they

have then any vi€tuals left,. I throw it a--

way and give them frefh, becaufe it is

apt to be ftale or dry, and will {poil the-
freth meat.  I'give them likewife a little

fheep’s heart, mutton, veal, lamb, or any-

fort of fleth meat boiled or roafted, if it
be not falt or too much done. This is

the only food that I feed them with, when
they are well. IfI find them out of order, .
I'give them fome meal-worms or hog--
lice, not exceeding above two or three in
a day, becaufe if you give them too many

they will hanker after them, and neglect:

their common food, for too many are not

- wholefome. If I find them troubled with4 |
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their vituals, and inftead of gravel put
mould full of ants 2t the bottom of the
cage, which I take to be the beft live food
you can give them.

If he don’t {ing {o free or ftout as you
would have him, put a little ftick liquo-
rice and a blade of faffron in his water,
which will clear his voice and make him
fing ftouter.

To know the Cock from the Hen.

OME fay by the length of his heel, and

alfo by the largenefs of his wing, like~
wife by his fetting up the crown upon his
head ; others fay, that if he double his
call two or three times, he is certainly a
cock, butI find all thofe ways ground-
lefs; I therefore think mine the fureft
method, which is, by the length of the
bird, the longeft being generally a cock.
However, when you have taken them,

- fingle them off in cages, and if they are

good birds, they will fing in a few weeks.
This is the beft bird that is kept in a
cage, except the Nightingale. He has

_ {uch a curious, fine, melodious fong, that

bl take from no other bird, unlefs thofe
broughs
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brought up from the neft, which may be
taught with a pipe. |
This is a hot-mettled bird, and breeds
very foon in the year ; I have known them
fly by the 25th of March. If you have
a mind to bring them up, you may feed
them with Nightingale’s viGtuals mixed
with a little hemp-{ced bruifed, or a Jit-
tle fweet almond; let them be very well
feathered before you take them, or you
will find it very difficult to bring them
up. When you take them tie them down
m a bafket, and give them four or five
bits at a time ence in two hours, accord-
ing as their ftomachs will bear it; they
are very {ubjet to the cramp, and very
hard to moult, and be fure you give them
plenty of Nightingale’s food, for I find
that is the beit to make them moult. In
- my opinion, it is not worth while to bring
them up from the neft, unlefs you de-
fign them for the pipe, their own fong
being {0 very foft and melodious. I have
known fome fo tame that were taken at
Michaelmas time, that they would eat
vituals out of a man’s fingers, and play

with him as if they had been brought up '

from the neft,

:
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Of the NIGHTINGALE:

HIS Bird is in general thoughtto be
the beft: of Song-birds; and the
f | ftrength and {weetnefs of His voice to ex—
b ceed that of any other.  He will fing {e-
b il ven or eicht months in the year, begin-
Lt ning about theemdof OTtober, and con-—
3 [ tinning till the end of June. I'have heard:
I one {ing for half an hour againft a Wood=
A ILark, and I thought he would have dropt
® off his pearch; by reafon of his ftoutnefs
",ﬁ T,ﬂl and freenefs, rather than be out-done.
E Thefe birds are never: {een in the win--
k¢ ter, (except thofe keptin-cages) in any
i part of the world, as' far as I can learn.
b‘ from- travellers I. have converfed with;
| which occafions: various opinions where
$ they go at that time; and, as I believe no
B one can give a- true account of them, I
| fhall fay nothing«about it, but content:
1 myfelf with the knowledge I have. . -
g This bird may be caught about the 2 5th
g |  of March, or ‘the beginning ‘of April,.
| antil the 1oth or 12th, which: generally
proves a cock, and about that time the
hens come, which make him very rank;

{o.
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fo that without a great deal of care, you
will loofe a great many that are catched
after that time. You may catch them
divers ways, at feveral {eafons of the year;
that is to fay, you may catch branchers
in July, or the beginning of Auguft, but

- I think Aprilis the only time for the beft

birds. There are feveral ways ufed in
catching thefe birds ; one way, by mak-

~ ing a hole in the ground, and fetting a
- board or tile over it, {ticking two or three

meal~-worms upon the ftick that holds up
the board or tile, and the bird coming
with eagernefs to catch the worm, falls
down in the hole, and cannot eafily get
out again. Another way of catching
them, is, by making your obfervations
where they fing, and beating the leaves
away as much as you can; then take a
bit of a ftick, put the meal-worm upon
2 pin, and {tick the pin upon a lime-twig;
then lay it upon the top of a ftick, and
when he comes to his place as before, and
fpies the meal-worm, he greedily comes
to take it from the lime-twig, which holds
him fo faft that he cannet move. But
the beft way of taking them, in my opi-
nion, is in a little trap, called the Nigh-

tingale’s:

o
e
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tingale’s trap. I mylelf have taken a do-
zen in one day in this trap; it 1s about
the bignefs of a round trencher; I have
them made with a green filk net, a watch
{pring, and a wire as round- as  the tren-
cher, with the net faftened to it; thereis
a little cork that comes through, and a
little firing which comes through likewife,
and holds up ‘the trap, in which ftick'a
pin with a meal-worm upon 1t, and your
cork very flight in it, and when the bird
pulls the worm, the net falleth on the top
of it: you muft place your trap as near
where the bird {ings as you can; if it is
in the middle of the hedge, or a place
where he ufed to feed, before you fix the
trap, turn up the earth about twice the
bignefs of the trencher, for thcy look for
tht?ll' food where the ground is new turn—
ed up, and feeing the worm they prefent=
ly come to it, but if they comenot {o
{foon as you would have them, you may
turn up twice or three times more;- for
they will not forfake the place where they
ufe to refort. You may commonly find
them by the fide of a chalk and fandy hill;
hikewife in a wood, coppice, or. quick-
fet hedge.. When you have taken abird;
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tic his wings together with a bit of thread;
for they are of a very wild nature when
they are firft catched, -but {oon become
tame and familiar to their keeper. When
- You ‘have tied their wings at the end as
~ foon as taken, pluck er cut the feathers

~ fromx their vent, otherwife it will be fub-

Ject to. clog and ;bake up, which is pre-
{ent death., -

When you go to catch them, take fome
fheep’s heart and egg with you, .and in
two or three hours after taken, you muit

cram them, by opening their bills with a -

quill or a ftick made for that purpofe.

Let your meat be very moift, and take the.

bignefs of a great pea, and they will pre-
fently fwallow it; yon may. give them
three or four, according as they take it;
you muft give them about the fame quan-
tity once in an hour and a half, or two
hours at fartheft; when you get them
home put them in a cage, a Nightingale
back-cage, or if an open cage, throwa cloth
over -one fide of it, and when you have
crammed them for a day and a half, put
a {mall quantity of meat in their pan, or
a jelly glafs, and ftick 1t full of ants, and
{weep fome ants upon it (which you mf;}y

1X
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fix between the lower péarch and fide of
the cage) {o that they cannot eafily get
out, which will foon learn them to feed,
but be fure you do not truft them to thems
felves too foon, and put ants mould at the
bottom of the cage; let it be almoft an
hour before you put the victuals to him;
-_ after you have crammed him, and put
bl him to the light, then he will the fooner
take to his food, fo you may let him a-
lone for a quarter of an hour, or near half
art hour, and then if you find he has ea-
ten the ants out of his meat, fill it up a-
vain : take them clean out of the mould,
| ~ ‘not to daub the viftuals; your beft way
: will be to take a little of the ants mould,
21 and lay it upon a fheet of white paper;
__ when you ftir the mould a little, the ants
| will run about the paper, then with your
§ finger, or a little brufh, move them off
; into his victuals.
k| As foon as you perceive him to feed,
| you nced not cram him any more, but
{till continue to fupply him with ants for
one day longer, or more, if you fee occa-

!
I
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You muft ftill continue to keep his
wings tied, and you'll find if he isa kindly
3 bird,




bird, he'll fingin a week’s time. I have:

* heard them f{ing the next day-after they
fed themfelves; when you find they be-
gin to.be familiar, then hang them where
you pleafe.

There are feveral' opinions as to the
choice of this bird, fome are for a neftling,
and others for a brancher, but'l am fora
bird that is catched in the beginning of " E
April; I have brought up feveral neftlings
which fing very flout, but they are apt
to take any note they happen to hear; as
likewife will a brancher; but a bird catch-
ed in April, will fing nothing but his |
own natural fong, which I am perfuaded,
is the fineft harmony that any bird can :

malke, |

L oncerning their Food.

Have heard people talk of feeding
them feveral ways, one way is with a ]
palte that they make in Germany; there:
15 alfo another fort of food that is muade up
of pafte and herbs, and a little flefh
meat amongft it, which will keep for
near a week: but I know a gentleman
who had fome of this pafte, and gave an
' 5 extraordinary
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extraordinary price for the bird, which
when he ate off, he foon after died,

My way of feeding is with fheep’s
heart and egg, thus: I take a heart, and
give it them in the fummer-time raw,
chopped very fine, and likewife boil an
egg very hard, fo that I can grate it with
a grater, which I have for that purpofe;
I put one large egg to one heart, and
chop it extraordinary fine, and having a
little water to {prinkle it, I mix it to-
gether till it is as thick almoft as a {alve,
but moift withal; for if it be too dry, it
makes them vent bound, and if too large,
they cannot digeft it ; you muft alfo take
great care not to leave any firing in the
heart, for it is apt to get about the
tongue; I have had them die within
twenty-four hours, before I underftood
what was the matter; you may know
it by tneir gaping, and making a motion
as if they would vomit, at which time,
if you perceive it, take hold of him, open
his mouth, and draw it away with a
needle, if poffible; and when you have
done, give him a mealworm or a {pider.
I have {aved more birds by giving them
{fpiders than any thing again, but I do

not
I
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not give them above two in one day; this
1s the only food that I find to preferve
them. If your number be but {mall,
half an egg and half a theep’s heart, or
or if you have but one, the quantity ac-
cordingly.

You may take a fowl’s heart, with a-
bout as much egg as the heart, which
will be enough for one bird a whole day.
In the winter I parboil the heart, and then
order it as I do the raw, except, inftead
of water, I ufe fome of the liquor the
heart was boiled in, but be fure you do
not let any of the fat go amongft it. I
give them frefh victuals every day, for if
it begins to be ftale, they are apt to fling it _
up, for they do not love it after it begins
to fmell. I put them ants mould in the
bottom of the cage, which I generally
fhift twice a week; this is all I feed them
with when they are well, They are birds
that always dung loofe, and if I find their
dung a little Joofer than ordinary, I take
a little hempfeed, bruifed or ground ex-
traordinary well, and take about the quan-
tity as will lie upon a filver groat, and
mix it well with a theep’s heart and egg;
you may, if you pleafe, give them now

~ Ca o and
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and then a fig, ora bit of fine loaf-fugar.
It might be expe@ted that I fhould def-
cribe how to know the cock from the
hen, but that being difficult, I fhall only
{ay, that the beft way.1s to know them
by their vent, in Apnil: or, as by all o-
ther birds, their'largenefs, or when you
hear them fing.

How to find tbe Nightingale’s Neft, and
take it.

HE builds commonly ina clofe quick-

fet hedge, at the comb of the ditch,
where there is great ftore of briars, and
other materials, - to ‘keep her from her e~
nemies.

She builds a neft of a different kind
from any other bird; fhe has young ones
about the middle of May fit to take; I
would not have youtake them too young,
but let them “be very well feather’'d. [
have had them taken too young, when
they are very {ubjeét ito the ecramp and
loofenefs, which makes their feathers all
matted together; when this happened I
could never raife them. You may let
them lie in the neft till they can fly al-

- moft
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moft as well as the old one: if they be
{ullen, you may open their mouths, as
I told you by the old one, and give them
three or four bits at a time, and tie them
clofe down in a bafket for two or three
days, and feed them once in two hours,
then cage them up, and in two or three
days they’ll take their victuals off the ftick.
I have had them feed themfelves in three
days after they were taken out of the neft,
Feed them with nothing but raw theep’s
heart and egg, as directed before; while
they are young put a little ftraw or dry
mofs in the bottom of the cage, but
when they come to be larger, give them
ants mould as you do the old one. I like-
wife advife you to learn them to feed
upon live food, as ants, fpiders, flies or
meal worms; gon’t give them a great
deal of live food, but in cafe of ficknefs
it is neceflary. I raifed thirty-one Nigh-
‘tingales in one fummer, and loft not ope
before they moulted. Several fanciers of
Nightingales came, and would not be
perfuaded but they were either branchers
or old ones, becaufe they were raifed fy
clean. This makes me a little curious,
becaufe if the Nightingale is not kept

clean, he feldom or never comes to any .
thin £ ""-

C 3
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'8 thing; as {oon as'they come to feed them-
i fclves well put them in a cage, and In
L two or three days put a faucer of water,
where they will dabble and wafh them-
{felves, and%be as clean as any birds 1n
the ficlds. When you have had them in
i fingle cages two of three days, you will
B8 hear the cocks record.

B A pleafant Story of @ Wood-Lark and
iy Nightingale.

E Gentleman and I geing to catch
3, Nightingales near Shooters-hill,

‘ hard by a coppice or wood-{ide, heard a

; Nightingale fing fo {weetly, as, to my
{ thinking, 1 never heard the like in all my

j life, (though I have heard many in my
H time) for the place being in a valley,
and the coppice on the {ide of it, imade
111 the notes of the Nightingale {eem don-

ble by the eccho; we had not ftaid there

long before a Wood-Lark perched upon

the twig of an Oak, and firove with his

4| melodious potes to outvie the eother; in
a very little ¢ime comes another Wood-
Lark, and placed himfelf about an hun-
| dred




PBIRD-TANCIER " 33

dred paces from the firft; and under him
was another Nightingale; thefe four birds
' fung with fuch fweetnefs, and warbled
out their fongs for near an bour in fuch
delightful ftrains, that I think it impoffi-
ble for any mufical inftrument to equal
their ravithing harmony. As foon as
the Wood-Larks were gone, -the Nigh~
tingales, as we fuppofed, went to refrefh
themfelves, having played their parts {o
well, that they muft be near fpent before
they left their ftation.

My friend and I having ftood a full
hour to hear thefe fongfters; before we
left the place, 1 perfuaded him to fing a
merry catch under the thade of the wood,
which he had no fooner begun, that one
of the Nightingales came and bore his
part: and in a minute’s time came the o-
‘ther likewife, ftill keeping their former
flations, my friend and I ftanding be-
tween them, for it is obferved by all that
know the nature of the Nightingale, that
he will {fuffer no competitor if he his a-
ble to mafter him, and will fometimes
rather die than give out; thus he fung
three or four merry fongs, the birds join-
ing 1n chorus all the time, raifing and

: falling
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falling their notes as he did, at which he

- was {o highly delighted, that he proteft-

ed he never enjoyed more pleafure in all
his life; for the coppice being on the fide
of a hill, a@id a valley in the bottom, oc-
cafioned fuch a fweet and pleafant eccho,
that I am confident none could think the
time long in attending to {fuch delightful
harmony.

The Sk v-LARK.,

HIS is a very ftout bird, lavifh in

. his fong, and fings eight or nine
months in the year; he is a very good
bird, if he can be kept from hearing o-
ther birds, for if he does, he is a perfe&t
mock-bird, and will take what he hears,
whether gocd or bad, efpecially them
that are brought up from the neft, -which
I take to be the beft, provided you can
get a good fong-bird to bring them up.
I have known them fold for five or fix
guineas a bird. They are very long lived
and very hardy. I myfelf have bid twen-
ty {hillings for a bird that was twenty
years of age. They have young ones a-
bout

L
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bout the middle, or latter end of April;
.and breed three or four times a year, but
I look upon a bird that is hatched in A~
pril or May, tobe the beft. They com-
. monly breed in ficlds of high glﬁ's, orin
the marfhes. |
| I have found them in a wheat-field, or i
' in peas or oats, according to the feafon
 of the year. I have likewife taken them
~ upon a Common or Heath. _ |
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How to Feed them.

e e

¥ ET them be, before you take them, 43
' about ten or twelve days old; if they
are older they are apt to run out of  their
neft. I have feen them run out in ‘ten
days in dripping ‘weather. When you
have taken them, put alittle hay ina batket 7 4
and tie:them clofe down, as I told you by !
the Wood-Larks, and take a little white |
bread and milk, and boil it very ftiff, fo |
that it be asthick as a poultice. *I like-
wife itake -fome rape-feed, and foak it
threc orfour hours in water, and boil 1t
up, and either grind or beat it'in a mor-
tar, or with a glafs rbottle upon a tables
take about athird part of rape-feed:to the
- s white
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white bread and milk, and feed them once
in two hours; give about five or fix bits
to each bird, mixed every day with freth
victualgsor it will grow four and {poil
them. S80I likewife give them now and
then a little flefh meat, fheep’s heart, &c,
You muft put them in a cage as foon as
you can, that is to fay, keep them three
or four days in a bafket, ora week if they
are young, then take a little hay, cut it
very thort, and put it in the bottom of
the cage, or elfe a little coarfe bran, but
I prefer hay before it, becaufe they are
apt to drop their vituals in the bottom
of the cage; and when they pick it up
again, pick fome of the bran, which does
them no good. You muft turn their hay
up, or {hift them once a day, for if you
do not keep them clean, they feldom
come to any thing. They requirea large
cage. I have never any #maller than a foot
fquare. I keep them in hay till they can
feed themfelves with dry meat; which 1s,
bread, egg, and hemp-feed, which they
will do in about three weeks or a month.
When you put them firft in a cage, thow
them their victuals upon the point of a
ftick made for that purpofe. This will

make
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make them learn to feed themfelves, and
likewife tame. I have brought them up
{o tame, that they would follow me a-
bout the houfe, and {it upon my hand,
which indeed is a great rarity in & Sky-
Lark. When they come to feeahem-
{elves upon dry meat, you muft boil your
egg very hard, fo that you may grate it
with a grater, or chop it, as I told you,
by the Wood-Larks, you muft bruife
your hemp-feed at firft and put about half
as much hemp-feed as egg; one egg and
the quantity of a half-penny loaf, will
{ferve half a dozen birds. When they are
young I ferve them every day; and when

about a month old, I put them fome fine -

dry gravel at the bottom of the cage with
‘a turf of three-leafed grals. I ftill ftick
them a little {oft vi¢tuals at the fide of the
cage for fear they fhould pine after it,
for when they take to eat dry victuals,
they’ll leave off the other of themfelves.
This is all I feed them with, except a
little flefh meat now and then, and bruif-
ed hemp-feed, ’till they have done moult-
ing, then I feed them only with a turf
ot three-leafed grafs once a week, and e-
very other - day bread, egg, and a little
. whole hemp-feed.

To
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To know the Cock from the Hen.

OME will tell by his long claw, o-

2 thegs by the two white feathers n
the taili%and others by fetting up his cop-
ple crown, but none of thefe ways: are
certain, The largeft and longeft birds in
the neft I always found to be cocks.
‘There is no certain rule to know them
by, but only the bignefs and largenefs.
The beft way is to take the large(t bird
and put it in a cage by itfelf, and then
you'll hear him record his {fong by that
time it is. three weeks or a month old :
the hens will make fome fmall noife, but
not any thing of a fong. I have had
cocks at a month old, get into one corner
of the cage, and repeat all their notes
over like the old one, but not {o loud,
and thofe birds that do fo, you may de-

pend upon to be cocks.
To take Branchers or Puthers.

Puther is a bird that .is taken three
or four days after he has left the

neft, it you let him lie till he’s run out,
then
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then place yourfelf in a hedge, or in any 4
convenient place where you may fee the X
old one bring him meat, which when
you perceive, run upon him as faft as you |
can, by which means you wilk find the
young ones. As foon as you have got |
them, put hay at the bottom of the cage, ° 8
and feed them with fleth meat, bread and 1
-milk, and rape-feed, as I told you before
of the neftling. This bird, in my Opi=
‘nion, is as good as a neftling.

5
&
B T i

T e Brancher.
HIS bird is taken in June or July

£ with a hawk and 2 net, the fame

way as Wood-Larks. :
A Brancher is a bird full grown, but |
has his neftling feathers; 1 look upon
thefe birds to be very good, and come lit-
tle thort of a neftling or Puther; they
are not fo well to take when moulting,
nor after they have moulted and ther
feathers fet. In this cafe they will not
moult well that year, nor, in il proba-
bility prove fo good, Fe

«  Chufe the longeft and largeft bird for
the cock,. 'When you have taken them

giv'e
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give them bread, egg, and bruifed hemp-
{eed; put at the bottom of the cage red
fand, and f{trew them a little meat upon 1t
for three or four days, and they will foon
become tame and familiar.

To take the Sky-Lark in flight.

HIS bird 1s catched in the fame

manner as other {mall birds are
with a clap-net. In the country about
Dunftable, and f{everal other places, they
are taken with a glafs called a Larking-
glafs. 'Thefe glafles are made near the
bignefs and fhape of a cucumber, hollow
within, and three, four, or five holes
cut round and pieces of looking-glafs
placed in; it is fixed by a flaff, and runs
out like a whirligig, having a line which
comes where we ftand at a pullpin, we
work it backwards and forwards. This
muft be when the fun fhines, as the
Larks will play the better, for the glafs
olittering, and the birds hovering about
and feeing themfelves in it, makes them
come down to it; as foon as they come

within reach, pull the nets over them.
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By this method, a great number of them
may be catched at one time.

' The Sky-Lark 1s likewife taken in dark
| mghts, with a net called a t#immel; it
is about twenty f{ix or thirty yards Iong,
and {ix over, run through with fix ribs of
packthread, which are placed at the ends,
and put upon two poles fixteen feet long,
made taper at each end, and is carried
between two men half a yard from the
ground, every fix or feven fteps touching

the ground to caufe the birds to fly up,
otherwife you will carry the net over them
without difturbing them.  When you

hear them fly againft the net let it fall, and

you may be fure they are fafe under it.
This net is of {uch a nature, that it catches
all forts of birds, fuch as Partridges, Quails,
Woodcocks, &c." I have known twenty
dozen of Larks catched in one night.

Anothér way of taking Larks is in a-

great fnow, take one or two hundred
yards of packthread, and at every fix in-
ches faften a noofe made with horfehair
(two hairs twifted together is fufficient)
at every twenty yards you muft have a
little ftick thruft into the ground, and fe
go on till it is all {fet; fome have a thou-

D2 {fand
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fand yards., Amongft the noofes fcatter
fome white oats from one end to the other,
and you will find the Larks flock very
faft; and when three or four are caught
take them out, otherwife they will make
the reft {hy, and when you are at one end,
they will be at the other feeding, fo that
you need not fear frightening them away,
for it makes them .more eager at their
food; if it be after Chriftmas before the
fnow fall, thofe birds feldom or never
prove good for finging.

This is a very fine, hardy, ftrong bird,
and feldom fick, if yoa let him have a
turf of three leafed grals once or twice in
a week, | .

If you find him out of order, that is,
the d ung loofe, grate alittle Chethire, or
other cheefe, in his vi€uals, and give him
fome wood-lice, three or four in a day,
which is very good: likewife put a little
liquorice, and a blade of faffron in his
water, which is very good, and will
make him fing clear; if this will not do,
give him now and then a {pider. This
1s all that is needful for a Sky-Lark.
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The Tit-LaRrk.

QOME of thefe birds are® exceeding
‘good fong-birds, while others of them

-are worth very little,  They are very pro=-
per birds to be kept with Sky-larks, or"
young canary-birds; they take great de-
liberation in their fong; fome of them
will chew, whifk, weet, and rattle to a
‘great length; they will likewife run their
feef and their fnee-jug, and twink two
or three ways, and fuch a bird as this is
of great value for raifing other birds un-
der; they are very handfome, long, taper
“birds, much about the fize of a Nightin-
gale; they do not fing above four or five
“months in the year, that is, March, April,
May, and June, and fome in July. Thefe
birds are very hardy, but I think them
~not worth while to bring up' from the
neft, by reafon they are caught from the
z5th of March, till the 1oth or 12th of
April. You catch them with nets, called
clap-nets, as you do Linnets, or othey
fmall birds, If youcatch them later they
grow rank, and will hot fing much in a

D 3 : Cage
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cage that fummer.. - As {oon as you have
catched them, tie their wings as you do
a Nightingale’'s, You muft have a cage
clofer than a common Wood-lark’s cage.
Put a little ant’s mould with ants at the
bottom of the cage; for his victuals, take
a little of the beft bread, grate it with a
grater for that purpofe, take about half
the quantity of bread as hemp-feed bruifed
very fine, then mix it up with the bread,
throw a little in at the top of the cage,
and when your bird fees the ants, he'll
come down and feed on it prefently; in’
about an hour’s time, you may look
whether he has been eatimg bread and
hemp-feed; if not, firew another hand-
ful of your ants and mould in the bottom,
and a little more bread and hemp-feed on
the top of it; if you lind this will not do,
take two or three meal-worms, cut them
in haif and put them in the bottom, a-
mongit the bread and hemp-feed; fet him
inalight place, where he may not be dif-
turbed; you may be fure this will make
him feed. Keep him to his vi&tuals two
or three days, and then feed him as the
Sky-Lark, or Wood-Lark, only bruife
the hemp-feed, and he will fing in"a

3 week



"BIRD-FANCIER. 43
week or ten days time. I have heard them
“fing the feeond or third day after they -
were caught. This bird may likewife be |
taken with fime-twigs, thus: carryacall-
bird of the fame fort, and when you have -
found a Tit-lark to your mind, place
your call-bird fix or feven yards from the
tree where you hear him fing; if you find

a mole-hill or ants-hill, dig 1t up, and
put your call-bird juft by; {et three or four
lime-twigs round your cage, place the
~great end of the lime twig upon the
ground, and the other againft the cage;
they will run very much about the call-
bird in the cage, and a great chance but
fome of the twigs will lay hold of him,
Place yourfelf in a hedge, as private as
you can, and as foon as you find him |
faft, run, for I have loft many before I

|

~could get at them. 1 ; ,
1If you are obliged to {et in high grafs, - r‘

E

=T =
T

-
— e e = -
Do e
R

take a ftick about a yard long, put a
nail into the ftick, almoft at the top,
and hang your cage upon it, then lay
two or three twigs upon the top of your
cage, the end of the twigs to come over

it, and when they come to {ettle on the

top of the cage, if you lay your twigs
‘ weil,

e - -
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well, they certainly will be taken. When
you have takenthem, tie the wings, and
Mmanage them in . the fame manner as

thofe that are taken in the nets. . Thefe

birds breed amongft the grafs, peas, or
beans, and thofe who are defirous to
bring them ap from the neft, muft feed
them in the fame manner as you do a
Wood-lark. It may be expetted [ thould
give fome account how to know the cock
from the hen, but it being ‘a difficult
thing, muit refer you to find them out
by their {inging, which will foon be per-
ceived in neftlings by their recording.
This is all that is needfyl concerning
the Tit-lark.

The ROBIN-—RED—BREAST.

HE Rﬂbin-Red~Breaﬂ, 1s the next

to the Wood-lark for a fong bird;

he fings very {weetly, and fome think him
little inferior to a Nightingale. - This
bird is feen in the winter upon the tops
of houfes and old tuins, . on that fide
commonly that the {un rifeth and thineth

- in the morning; or under fome covert

where
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wheére the cold and wind may not pinchr
him, for he is a tender bird. We com-
monly put them into a Nightingale’s or
Wodd-lark’s eage; only clofer. They
breed'very early in the fpring, and com-
. monly three times in a’year; in April,
May, and June; they make their neft |
 with a dry gréenith mofs, and quilt it
 with a little wool and hair, ‘have generally
- five'or fix young ones at'a time, feldom
lefs than four. They build in-old houfes,
barns, hay-ricks, ‘or bank-fides towar:s
the top, and when they are about ten
days old you may take them from the
old ones, and keep them in a little batket
or box; if you let theém tarry two long in
the neft, they will be fullen, and confex |
quently much more troubleforne, anc not !
fit to be brought up under another Dird, R
or whiftled to.  You muft feed them f
|
|
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with fheep’s heart and egg minced {mall,
in all points as you  feed Nightin-
gales, and but a little ‘at a time, and
pretty often, by reafon of its bad digeftion;
for if you give them too much at a time, l
they will be very apt to throw it up again, e
which is a fign they are not long-lived. |
You muft be careful to keep them warmé
- an
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and efpecially in the night; when you
find them begin to be firong, you may
eage them and let them have fome mofs
at the bottom of the cage, put the meat
in the pan or box, both of the fheep’s
heart and egg, and let them have {fome-
thing-of the Wood-lark’s mixed: meat by
them; for thofe I brought up with theep’s
heart and egg, when they came to feed
themfelves, would rather eat the Wood-
lark’s meat than the fhecp_’s heart and
€2g; you may give them which you will,
according to your conveniency. A Robin
will not touch a hairy caterpillar, but will
gladly eat any fmooth one, and there is
no better way to tame, and make wild
birds fing, than to give them a pleafing in-
fect or two. They are neither a {lender nor
thick billed bird, but gladly eat {piders.
A Robin is taken with lime-twi gs,
but with a trap-cage and meal-worm you
may take a great many; and if you hear
one bird excel another, take the bird you
have moft mind to and cage him, and he
will fing in a fhort time, provided he be
not an old bird. -. If you take a bird and
do not hear him fing, by this mark you
may know whether he 15 a cock or hen;

it
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if a' cock, his breaft will be of a brighfer
- -red than the hen, and his red will go far=-
ther upon the head.

)
I
i
|
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The Difeafes Robin-Red-Breafts are _ﬁté—

ject to; and how to cure them.

e e e iy

IN the firft place, he is very fubje to
the cramp and giddinefs, which
- makes him often fall off the perch upon
his back, in which cafe it is prefent death,
without fomething f{peedily ufed. The
beft remedy to prevent him from having
the cramp 1s to keep him warm and clean ;'.

in his cage. that his feet be not clogged, |
for the dung being bound on fo faft, |
makes his feet and nails rot off, - If you i
find him droop, and feem fickith, give |
him three or four meal-worms or {piders, |
which will refreth him very much; but f

!

f
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for the giddinefs in the head, give him
{ix or feven ear-wigs in a week, and he
will never be troubled with it; Robins,
above all others, except the Bullfinch,
are very fubjet to it. I you find he has
little appetite to eat, give him' now and |
then fix or feven hog-lice, which you may,

find in any picce of old rotten wood; be
fure
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{ure to give him freth water two or three
times a week ; and to make him chear-
ful and long winded, give him once a
week in his water, a blade or two of {af-
fron, and a flice of ftick liquorice which
will help his fong or whiftling very much.
This is a very fine bird, I have known
them learn to whiftle, {peak, or pipe.

i The WrEeN.

E 1s the {malleft of birds, but has
e a very loud fong, and fine withal;
" he commonly fits and fings upon the
edge of a barn, or in a tree near cow-
houfes; he muft have a large cage made
i with very clofe wire; he ought to have
h one {ide of the cage made like a fquirrel
.,r-- houfe, and have it lined with coney-
18 wool, dog-fkin, or any thing that is
1 warm. Thefe birds breed about the be-
ginning of May, they make their nefts of
Ry green mofs, in the fhape of a high
L1 crowned hat, and line it with fome {mall
-‘. ¥ hair, wool, and mofs at the outfide ; they
[ i make a round hole in the fide to creep
i in. I have known fifteen or fixteen eggs
it 1 . in
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never took above feven or eight young
ones out of the neft. If you have a
mind to raife them, let them be very well *
feathered, and feed them with Nigh- g
tingale’s victuals, which is the proper- |
eft and the beft food, osly give them i
theirs fmaller, becaufe they are a lefs !
bird. I have known them kept two or |
three years in a cage, and fing as if they
were in the fields; if you find them out
of order, give them an ear-wig, {mall

fpider, or flies.

"WILL not be too curious about;

choofe the bird with the largeft eye,

or if you keep them fome time, the

cocks will record. ‘This is all that 1

thall fay concerning the Wren, only
~ feed them with Nightingale’s food, and |
he’ll anfwer your expeftation, and f{ing

moft of the months in the year.

To know a Cock from a Hen.
|
I
|
|

L The
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The large Tom-Tr, by fome: called

JoE-BenT.

’I'HEY commonly frequent about

farmers. yards, cow-houfes, or or-
chards; they are a hardy bird, and you
may bring them up with any thing, I
have fed them with bread and milk, or
bread and cheefe, and when grown up
1 larger, with hemp-feed; they are a pleaf-
iy ing bird, and have a pretty fort of a fong;
and, in my opinion, the beft vi€tuals for
i them is that given to Wood-larks ; you
i may .catch them with a ]ime-twig, as you
| do a Robin,

(e | The REp-START.

g Ommonly frequents the fame places
el C as the Wren, and is a very beau-
el tiful bird; the hen js almoft’ the co-
i lour of a Nightingale; the cock has q
& black tail; he is very handfome and
beautiful, has a fine melodioys {fong, and
88  doubles his notes very fine: he muft be

brought
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brought up; and fed with the fame vic-
tuals as the Nightingale, and then he’ll
anfwer his keeping,

=—a

The BLAck-BIrD.

'HIS is a2 very fine bird, and for the
building and breeding any country

boy knows how it is; they breed very
foon in the year: at the latter end of
March I have had young ones; you may
take them at ten or twelve days old;
in the country they commonly feed
them with cheefe-curd, or white bread
and milk; my way of feeding them,
is with fheep’s or ox’s heart, or any
other fort of lean meat, cut very {mall,
and mixed up with a little bread; while

they  are young you muft make their

victuals moift, and feed them once in
two hours; you muft be fure to keep
them very clean, and take their dung
away every time you feed them; if
you find their neft grows dirty, take
them out and put them in clean firaw;
this bird is like all others, if he be
kept nafty, he feldom anfwers the end;

E 3 you
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you muft part them as foon as you.can:
when they are grown up, you may feed
them with any thing of flefh meat
boiled, raw or roafted; you may like~
wife bring them up to Wood-lark’s
victuals, but I think fleth-meat, mixed
with a little bread, is beit. T his bird
s a ftout, ftrong bird, and has a very
pleafing note of his own; you may learn
them cither to whiftle, or play a tune
to a pipe, which I have heard fome do
very fine; he’ll whiftler about four or
five months in the year, and is very de-
ightful to his keeper, if well learnedy.
he is a very hardy bird, butif you find
him out of order, give hiny a large fpider
or fome wood lice; you may  likewife
pat a little cochineal in his water, which
1s ‘very chearful and good; you may
give him two or three [piders in a day,
and likewife five or fix hog lice; but if
you give him toa many in one day, it
will take him off other food, :and do
him more harm than good.
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How to know a Cock from a Hen.

C OME fay, the uppermoft bird in
cock, others fay, the

Y the neft 1s a
neftling is @ cock; fome chufe them by
their wings, others by their heads, or
full eye, but I find all this gmundlefs;
my opinion is, to take the blackeft bird
i the neft, which, when you fee them
altogether, you may eafily difcover, for
the cock will be confiderably blacker

than the hen. 2
There are two forts of Black-birds, a
black and a grey fort, the hen of the
black fort is commonly as black as the
cock of the grey fort; however the cocks
than the hen, but

of both are blacker
the blackeft fort 1 take to be the beft,

and whiftle the lungeﬁ.

The Turvss, in fome G ountries called
the THROSTLE

F thefe birds there are three or four

{orts;

next is what 1s_g¢
E3

the firft is a red wing, the

nerally called 2 Song-
Thrufh, |
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Thrufh, and builds in woods or ofr-
chards; another is the fial] blacker fort,
and builds upon the heaths Or commons;
the next is called the Meafle-taw Thruth,
very large and handfome, better for the
Ipit than for a fong. A Woﬂd-fung
Thruth is a very fine bird, and fings nine
or ten months in the year; he bailds his
neft with mofs on the out-fide, and com-

-monly clay or cow-dung in .the infide.
“The Heath-Thrufh is much of the fame
his neft in the
furzes. This bird breeds very foon in
the year; I have had young ones ip
March; they are fed with the fame food
as a black-bird; he is fubjeét to the cramp,
efpecially if kept dirty. I have had thofe
that could not ftand for 2 fortnight, yet
with great care T haye brought them to
be fine birds. When I find them cramp-
ed, I putfernin the bottom of their cage,
and feed them as they lie, and tyrq up
the fern as often a5 they are fed; jf you
cannot get fern, put clean ftraw at the
bottom, and by keEping them clean,
they will {oon come to their legs; if you
- find them cramped, feed them with bet-
ter victuals as Nightingale’s fheep’s heart

and
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and egg chopped very {mall. I cannot
give an account how to know a cock from
2 hen, only as foon as they begin to feed
themfelves, they begin to record, both
cocks and hens; the cock will get upon
his perch, and fing his notes low for
fome time, the hens will do it only by
jerks, and make us believe they will fings
but to no purpofe. If you are not
fatisfied which are the cocks, keep them
&1l after moulting, which is about
Bartholomew-tide, for as foon as they
have done moulting, the cocks will
break out ftrong in fong. 1 have had
them fing out like an old bird, a fornight
or three weeks before Michaelmas; they
will fing in winter as well as {ummer.
“They have very plealing notes and a good
fong. I have known them learn the
Nightingale’s or Wood-lark’s fong, and
divers others. Of thefe feveral forts of
Thruthes, in my opinion the Heath-
“Thruth is the beft, and comes neareft to
the fong of a Nightingale; and if they are
“fick, ufe them 1a the {ame manner as I

told you by the Black-bird.

Thc
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T he STERLING.
E E E has an Drdinary fﬂng of his own,

but may be taught to whiflle,
pipe, or talk. I'have heard them talk as
well as a Parrot, and pipe to feveral tunes,
This bird builds in trees or pidgeon-
houfes, or in the fides of dwelling-
houfes; fome fay a Tree Sterling is beft,
and others a Houfe Sterling ; others pre-
fer thofe that build in 2 pidgeon-houfe,
But in my opinion they are equally good,
provided they are brought up young. If
you would have very good ones, take
them about doubled pen-feathered, that
1s, about ten days old, put them in a
batket in fome clean {traw, and keep them
clean and warm; talk to them what you
would have them learn, cvery time you
feed them. I have had them begin to
talk as foon as they fed themfelves, or
rather before. - You muit feed them with
ox’s heart, or fheep’s heart, as I told you
by the Black-bird, They muft be fed
once in two hours, and give them five
or {ix pieces ata time, as big as a horfe-

bean
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bean, and when, they come to feed them=
elves, you may bring them up 1o Wood-
lark’s oeat, and give them alittle fleth
meat twice or three times a week. ,

Some .are of opinion that they will
learn beft in. a dark  cage, but I have
known them taughtin an-open One; fome
will tell you, that you muft cut their
tongue, but there is nothing at all in 1t,
for 1 have heard more talk that have not
been cut, than thofe that have.

This is a very pleafing bird, 'and hardy

 withal, et I have had fome of them.fo

¢ roubled with fits, that they have fell down
and beat themfelves about the cages, and
¢ I had: not taken them out, they would!
certainly have killed themfelves. . The:

beft thing to prevent this, is to give them

now and then a {pider or a meal worm,

and to put a little {affron in their water.

To knaw_a._(:ﬂck ﬁam 2 Hen.

PEN his mouth, and look under

his tongue, and you will find a
black: ftroak ‘which you may  perceive!
quite through, . if ‘it be a cock, but the
hen has little or none; when they come
: to
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to‘moult, the cock lofes that black ftroak;
the feathers when moulted ofF the breaft
of the cock is very beautiful, and hath fe-
veral fine colours which the hen hath not.

This bird, if wel] taught, is of great

value. ] have known them fold for five
or {ix guineas 2 piece.

e — e

HIS bird is as plentiful, -as i¢ is
univerfally known, He may be
brought up very tame and. familiar, [
have heard them fing partof the Canary.
bird and Linnet’s note ; you 'may rear
them with any thing, bread and water,"
bread and milk, or fleth meat ; when you
have bmught them up, feed them with -
hemp and canary feed. If you find themn
out of order, give them whole oatmeal
among.it. . Thisis all fhat you need feed
them with, then they will dung hard and
fine as 3 Linnet, or any other feed-bird :
they are very hardy birds, and cafy to be
brought up. = If you would have them
learn under any other bird, take them out
of the neft at double pen-feather.' I have

known
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known a fparrow whiftle good part of a
tune ﬁtting upon a man’s finger, being
__of fuch 2 tame nature.

To Znow a Cock from a Hen.

HEN you take them, look under

the throat down to the breaft,

and you will perceive fome to be blacker

than others, thofe that are blackeft are

the cocks. When they have moulted off,

you will eafily difcover the cock from the
hen by the blacknefs on the breaft.

The Lmﬁ}:’r.

HIS bird is a very fine one, and apt
- to learn either to pipe or whiltle any
other bird’s note. I have heard of their
learning to fpeak. |
Thele birds build upon heaths or com-
mons, or in pafture ground; they alfo
build among furzes. I have known a neft
taken 1n a broom, or in white thorn, in
a. hedge; they commonly breed in April,
and have young ones fit to take abont the

latter end, they have commonly four or

five
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five young ones, and likewife thrée or
four nefts in the year; you may take
them about eight, nine or ten days old,
if you would have them learn. They are
a very fine bird for learning the fong of
a Wood-lark. I have heard them fing fo
fine, that I could not tell which was the
Wool-lark, or Linnet; they likewife take
the canary-bird, or any other bird’s
fong.

There is your {weet fong Linnet, which
I'have known fold for three or four gui-
neas a bird; the firlt original was taken
from the Sky-Lark and Tit-lark, and fe-
veral other birds.

| ,ﬁ How to feed them.

Ael HEY are fed with feveral forts of

H food; my way of feeding them ig
| with a little white bread foaked in water,
and when you have done, firain it out of
the water, and boil it up with a little milk,
to make it very flift like a hafty pudding.
If you have a fmall quantity of birds, you
i may make but little, becaufe it fours in
Ll two days time, and fooner if you put
ail feed in. I generally put feed in, as muach
3 as
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as will ferve about half a day; take a lit-
tle rape-feed and foak it in water about
ten or twelve hours, then fcald it or boil
it up; then ftrain your water from it,
and take a little and {queeze it with a
knife upon a trencher, or with a glafs
bottle upon the table, then take a little
and mix it among the bread and milk;
feed them once in two hours, from fix
in the morning till eight o’clock at night,

When they come to feed themfelves,

give them a little of the {calded rape-feed;
after they have fed themfelves about 2
week, you may give them a little of the
Wod-Lark’s vi€tuals, by reafon too mach
foft vituals will make them rotten; the
{fooner you can break them of bread and
milk the better; neverthelefs; you may
~give them fome Wood-lark’s meat, or
fome other foft victuals, till they are able
to crack their feed, which I look fpon to
be at fix or feven weeks old, before which
time they are not able to live upon hard
{eed.

e e —
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T9 know a Cock from a Hen.

HEN you have the neft together,

you may obferve them that are
the browneft upon the backs, and like-
wife if you open their wings, you will
find the fecond, third, or fourth feather
white up to the quill; thofe birds that are
fo brown on the back, and fhew quite
white up to their quill, never fail of be-
ing cocks. ' The hens have a little  caft
of white, and a little brownifh upon their
backs, but not fo much as a cock, for
which reafon if you fee the neft together,
and obferve them well, you will fee the
difference better than I' can defcribe to
you, that is, by the white feathers in the
wing, and the brownnefs of the back,

oHow to catch Branchers.

7 OU may go to their breeding places,
y or fomewhere near them, where
you can find a piece of turnip-feed, or a
bank of wild rape-feed, or a place where
the old one brings them to water; there
you may lay your clap nets, and catch

- both
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both old and young, but young  efpe-
cially, which are beft, if you have g ood
fong-birds to bring them up.:”

When you have got them, put them in
a ftore cage fit- for that purpofe, and get
fome of the feed which you find. them to
feed upon, and likewife put into the cage
a little hemp-{eed grﬂund or bruifed; fet
them in a window or place convenient,
where they are not difturbed, feeding
them with this victuals for thrée or four
days, then cage them up, eitherin back
cages, or apy other, which ' you  have
moft convenient; feed them with rape,
and a {mall quantity of canary-feed a-
mongft it, with fome few corns of hemp.,
This is all to feed the Neftling, Bran-
cher, or Linnet, if well; if not, you
may give them a little lettice-feed, or beet-
{eaf; you may likewife put them a {mall
matter of liquorice or {affron in the water.
You may give them a {mall matter of
feeded chickweed now and then; if you
find them troubled with a loofenefs give
them . a little chalk, -and. a little bruifed
_hemp-feed, with now and then a ftalk of
plantane-feed.: I could mention feveral

other: things concerning a Linnet, :but
this
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this is the beft and readief} way that I am
acquainted with., T have taken obferva-
tions of it thefe thirty-four years.,

How 10 Sop a Linnet, ¢ any otber Bird,
and make them Lng after tbhey bave
moult ed Qﬂ:

HE fepping of 2 bird is of great
ufe to the bird-catchers, and like-

wife fuch as would have them a fweet
fong, you muft let your bird, before you
ftop him, be a year old or better, and keep
him in a back cage, {o that he may be
able to find his vi¢tuzls in the dark; you
may put him in'a flop about the middle
of May. The nature of a ftop is, to
have a cafe made fit for the purpofe, then
Put in your birds and leave the door open
till you are fatisfied they have found their
meat and water, then darken them by
degrees ’till they are quite dark, and
when you fee they have found their meat
and water then cover them with a blan.
ket or any thick cloth. that is warm,
keeping them very hot; you may look
at them, once in two or three days, give

them freth water, and blow their feeds:
It



BIRD-FANCIER., 63

It is beft not to clean their cages above
once a month, by reafon the  hotnefs
of their dung forces them to moult.. You
thould take a bit of ftick ‘or knife,: to
keep their dung down, to prevent dirty-
ing their feathers, and then- let them
continue in this clofe ftop for three
months, by which time they will be
moulted off, then open'them a little and
a little by degrees; take off the blanket
firft, and let them ftand fo three or four
days, then open the door a little way,
take them out and clean their cages, after
that put them in again with the door half
open for two or three days longer, *then

take them out and put théem in a warm

place, fo that they come to the air by de-
grees; put them a little beet-leaf’ and li-

quorice in the water, this with a blade of
{affron, which is a very good thing, when
he is drawn of a ftop. After you have
drawn them out of a ftop, you will find
them to fing ftill more and more,’ {fo«that
they will be for the bird-catcher’s ufe, or
to learn any other birds their fong ;' thvle
birds will continue in fong ’tll about
Chriftmas, or after, by which time moft
young birds are come to their {ong.
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The bird-branchers are very plentiful
to be catched in June, July, or Auguft,
and likewife flight-birds about Michael..
Mas in great quantities: I have known
forty or fifty dozen catched in one day
with clap-nets.

The Gorprincy.

H E commonly builds in orchards or
hedges, makes a very pretty neft
and lines it with very fine down or wool:
he breeds in April, and has three or four
nefts in a fummer; if brought up from
their neft they'll take their fong from a
Wood-lark or Canary bird, or from any
other bird; they are likewife a very fine
bird to draw their water; and open their
box for their victuals, if you bring them
up from their neft. You may feed them
with white bread and milk, according to
the nature of a Linnet, only grind a little
canary-feed, and put the flour of it in the
room of rape-feeds, feeding them a little
once in an hour or two, three or four bits
at a time, for their ftomachs will not
bear a great deal, they being very tender

birds;
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birds; you may likewife put fome Naples
bifcuits among it, keeping them with this [
fort of vi€uals till they are five or fix 1
weeks old, then give them a little canary-
feed, andsa little foft meat befides, but
bring them to canary-feed alone as foon
as you can, which is the beft food for |
this bird. Some feed them with hemp-
{eed, but it is apt to make them rotten, |
and decays their eolour very much. This i
bird is very merry, and has a pleafant 4
fong of his own, and were they not fo
plentiful, they would be more efteemed
than a canary-bird; they have been fent
abroad to the Canaries, and other coun-
tries, where they are more admired than ‘
Canary-birds are in England. |
This bird is catched feveral ways, and
at different feafons of the year, they be-
ing fo familiar, that in a fortnight after
they are taken they’ll fing with you. |{
Young ones (which are called Grey-pates) |
are caught in June, July and Auguft, '
but the beft time for catching them is a-
bout Michaelmas. They are moft com-
monly taken with clap-nets as you do
Linnets, in thiftley fields, where they
are generally found in Hocks, for the feed
1 of
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of thiftles is what they feed upon moft
part of the winter. They are tender in
the fummer, but hardy if catched in the
winter, and will ling prefently. They
are fond of hemp-feed, and are generally
fed with it at fi:ft, but thould be broke
from it as foon as pofiible, They will
fing very ftout with hemp-feed, but fel-
dom live very long or moult well ; 1f you.
bring them up to canary feed, they are
more likely to anfwer your expecltation.

Do cure them when Jfick,

day, and a blade of faffron in their
water; if they are loofe, give them a lit-
tle chalk, ftick it in the fide of the cage,
or crumble it at the bottom; likewife
give them always red fand or gravel at
the bottom of the cage, for the feeds be-
ing oily, this qualifies and takes the oil
off their ftomachs. You may likewife
give them a little lettice-feed, or thiftle-
feed, which you may find in the great
thiftle.

CIVE them a little groundfel every
¥

To
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To know a Cock from a Hen.

OU may know them either old or
young by the blacknefsof the wings,
the edges of the cock’s being black up to
the thoulder, and of a fine glofs; they are
alfo black over the bill, and under it red;
the ymnd all their colours
are brighter than the hen’s, fhe has a lit-
tle on the wing, but its grey to a cock’s;
they are alfo grey over the bill, where the
other is black. You may ftop thefe birds
as you do Linnets,

The Burrrinch.

THIS is a very fine bird both for
beauty and learning fongs, but his
natural one is very indifferent. He may
be learned to pipe almoft any tune at
command, you may alfo learn him to
talk. Seme are taught to fpeak and
whiftle at command; and when they have
once got a tune, they feldom forget it,
not even if they hang amongft other birds.
They are very valuable, if well brought

up,
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up, and are fometimes fold for nine or ten
guineas a pird,

To find their nefts.

HESE birds have no young ones
till the latter end of May, or be-
ginning of June; they commonly build in
an orchard or wood; they make but an
indifferent neft, and have young ones two
or three times in a fummer, and four or
five each time. They are not very plenty
in England, for the gardeners deftroy all
they can, being very mifchevious in de-
ftroying wall-fruit. In {fome parts of this
kingdom the church-wardens give two-
pence for every Bullfinch that is killed to
thofe that chufe to demand it, which per-
haps is one reafon of their fcarcity. In
fome countries they are called Noops,
Thick-bills, and Hoops, from their own
notes, becaufe naturally they have a hoop-
ing fort of a note. ~ In London we call
them Bullfinches, by reafon they have a
thick, black head, and a ftubbed fhort
bill; the cock has a very red breaft,

How




How fo feed them.
YOU may feed them and bring them

up the fame way as you do a Lin-
net, only when they feed themfelves,
give them more canary-feed than a Lin
net. Generally give them the better half
canary-feed, and the reft rape; and if
you find them out of order, give them a

little fine hemp-feed, and a little faffron in -

the water ; give themlikewife a little Wood-
lark’s viGtuals, the {fame as youdoa Linnet.

Take them when about twelve or fourteen .

days old; when kept four or five days, or
a week, you may begin to pipe, whiftle,
or talk to them what you have a mind
they thould learn.  They are birds that
foon learn. A gentleman that piped
to one from a fornight old .to two
months, and then being obliged to leave
his bird and go into the country for fix
months, before he returned his bird
whiftled near three parts of the tune,
notwithftanding he had no-body to pipe
or tune to him in his abfence.

To
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To know a Cock from a Hen.

THERE are feveral opinions, fome
fay by the whitenefs of their rump,
or others by the bluenefs of their back,
and others by a caft of reddith feathers
under the wing. The beft way that I
could find, was to pull about half a doe
zen off their breaft when they are about
three weeks old; then in about ten or
twelve days after, you will perceive the
feathers to come where you have pulled,
as red as blood, if a cock; if a hen, they
will come of a pale brown; thou gh I have
known both to whiftle and fpeak, yet a
cock is far more beautiful, and better for
learning. * This bird, in my opinion, is
the beft for learning of any we have in
England.

The CHAFFINCH.

E is a very ftout bird, and very la-

vith in his fong, but has various
notes. The Effex are the beft; there has
been known fome brought out of that
county
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county, and {old for a guinea and a half]
Or twa. guineas a-piece; they commonly
learn them a fong, which is called Whit«
ford Tune, .and Chopping Lim. = They
are often brought up under other birdsy
called Sweet Song Chaffinch. 'The wild
ones do not fing above three months in
the year, but thofe that are brouglit up

neftlings, or branchers, will fing {ix or .

feven months in the year.

They breed almoft in every hedge, and
have young ones at the beginning of
May; they breed twice or three times in
the year, you may take them about ten
or twelve days old, and feed them as you
do a Linnet. They area very hardy bird,
and if you ‘would have them branchers
you may take them in June or July s you
may take them at a watering place, or
in a broad lane, with clap nets, as you do
Linnsts.

How: to know a Cock fiom o Hen,

F you have a neft,, take the bird that

is the higheft colour, and the brighteft
white in the wing, likewife the browneft
in the back; if you are curious to know
(r : the
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the cock, as foon as themfelves, pull five
or fix feathers off their breafts, and if
they be cocks, in ten or twelve days time
they come out red, if heas, they will
come much the fame colour as they were
before; likewife, if you have branchers,
and do not know the cocks from the hens,
you may do the fame, for all cocks are of
a purple red on the breaft, and the hens

grey.

The GrReen-BiRrD.

HICH in feveral counties is cal-
led the Greenfinch or Green-
Linnet, is a very ftrong hardy bird, and
fitter for the {pit than for finging; heisa
very fine bird to ring the bells in the
cage; if you bring him up from the neft
he will learn either to whiftle or pipe, or
fing any bird’s fong ; you may feed him
with the fame victuals as you do a Linnet
or Chaffinch, and if fick, the fame vic-
tnals that cures a Linnet will cure him.
You may catch them with clap-nets, as
you do Linnets, about Michaelmas, in
the common fields,

The
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The AvERDEVINE.

T'HIS is a very pretty merry bird, and
is much the colour and bignefs of
a grey Canary-bird; they do not breed
in thefe parts, nor can I give you any
account where they breed, but I believe
they come from the north, being com-
monly catched here in the winter; they
frequent here the alder trees by the river-
fide, and are to be catched as Linnets or
Goldfinches; they feed upon the fame
feed as the Chaffinches or Linnets, but
they love the white feed; the cock has a
black fpot upon his head, and a little
black uynder his throat.

The TwiTk.

HIS is a very merry bird, and fit

to keep among Linnets or Gold-
finches, or any other fmall birds; they
are continually finging, and provoke o-
thers to {ing; you may feed and catch
G2 them
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them as you do Chaffinches and Lin-

nefs,
The cock has a red fpot juft upon his
rump and the hen hath none.

The Rep-Porr.

HIS 15 a pretty little bird, the

cock hath a very red breaft, and
a red: head,” he fings a pretty fort of
chattering fong, but, in my opinion,
hardly worth keeping. 'They are. fed
with the fame food as a Chaffinch or a
Linnet. Thefe three laft birds come from
the north againft winter, and return back
in the fpring; fome fay, they breed in
France, and call them-the French Lifa
net, but I believe they breed in Scotland,
or thofe north parts, by reafon of their
coming here againft cold weather.

e Having now given an account at large
(N of* the nature, fongs, and manner~of
i catching, feeding, and breeding of En-
i glifh blrds I fhall proceed to give you a

| brief account how to order foreign ones,

according to the beft of my knowledge,
and
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and expérience, which has been for near
fifty years.

The CANARY-BIrDs.

HESE birds we formerly had
brought from the Canaries, and
no where elfe, and are generally known
by that name; but we have abundance o
that kind come from Germany, fo we
call them by the name of the country,
German birds, but I believe their firft
original were brought from the Canary
iflands. Thofe brought from the Canaries
are not {o much in efteem with us as
formerly, for thofe brought from Ger-
many and France far exceed them in
handfomenefs and fong. German birds
having many fine jerks and notes of the
Nightingale and Tit-lark. :
The nature of the Canary-birds is
quite contrary to all others, for as other
birds are fubject to be fat, they never
are, (I mean the cocks when in fong) for
the great metal of the bird, and his lavifh
finging, will hardly fuffer him to keep
fleth upon his back.
G 3 How

il o
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How to chufe a Canary-bird, and to Enow
whether be bath a good Song, likewife
whether a Cock or a Hen.

S to the colour I fhall fay leaft,

that depending entirely on the

fancy of thofe who buy them; I fhall
only mention fome of the terms ufed by
Canary-bird Fanciers, viz. French, fo
called from the breed of fome that a few
vears ago were brought from France, but
fince much improved in the colour by our
breeders at home; the fineft fort are of
a beautiful bright yellow, befpangled
with an intermixture of jet black fpots,
having little or no white about them. The
next is the mealy bird, fo called, from
the mealy kind of colour which feems to
cover all his feathers, fo that he has no o-
ther colours perfect, being covered with
that mealy caft, though often in breeding,

“they throw as fine a fcather to their young

ones as the beit.

The next are your mottled ones, be-
ing moftly white, mottled here and there
with black or brownifh {pots; fome all
white, fome all yellow, fome the colour

ot
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of buff, fome of an ath colour, and fome
grey; thefe laft are the moft contempti-
ble for their colour; but yet are generally
as good in nature as any; but as I {aid
before, the choice of colours only de-

pends on the perfon who is to be the
buyer.

To chufe a Bird in bealth.

N the firft place, let him be a young
{prightly bi]id, and firait, ftanding
with vigour, like a Sparrow-Hawk, not
fubje& to be fearful, but after flinging
himfelf two or three times from the perch
to the top of the cage, he will fhake
himfelf, and undauntedly ftrut, as if
:void of all fear, and appear vigorous,
fleek and ftrait; but to obferve this well,
{et the bird at a convenient diftance from
you, that this may not Wht:!lly be the
effe&s of fear; for a bird that s a littlefick
will do what is above-mentioned, and
appear fleek and trim, during the ‘time
of his furprize, and while you ftand too
near his cage, by the craft of the perfon
who would fell a fick bird; by this means
you may be deceived; for by their flurt-

Il'lg
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ing at the cage with their hand, as if
pointing at the bird to fhow the beauty
of him, he will ftand {trait, draw up his
feathers fleek, and appear as I have be-
fore-mentioned, and fo deceive the buyer;
but by hanging him up, or fetting him
at fome diftance from you, if he is not
well, he will prefen tly thew it, by crouch-
ing down, hanging his wings, appearing
all of a heap, and very rough in his fea-
thers, and putting his head under his
wings; all thefe are bad figns, and de-
note the bird unhealthy. There is a-
nother way to krow if a bird be in health,
and that is by his dung; when he is
taken out of the ftore-cage, obferve well
if the bottom of the cage be clean,
then take notice of the dung, and the
manner of his dunging, for if he bolts
his tail afterwards, like the Nightingale,
it 13 a fign he is not in perfeét health,
although he may fing for the prefent;
but if he does not, and his dung appears

thick, hard, round, and peing of a fine
white on the outlide, and darkifh in the
middle, and quickly dry, then it is a
very good fign, for a feed-bird feldom
dungs too hard, unlefs he be very youn%.

The
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The bad {ymptons of this bird’s dung-
ing, are, frft, his bolting his tail like
the Nightingale; the next is, if he dung
thin like water, with no thickring in it,
that is a bad fign; and laftly, if he dung
conly a flimy whitenefs, with no black in
it, it is a very dangerous fign that death
is approaching; and that he will not con-
tinue long with you.

To chufe a Bird for fong.

F you hear him fing before you buy
A him, then you are fure you have not
bought a hen for a cock. As to the fong,
I count it good, when it is begun fome-
thing like the Sky-lark, then running on
the notes of the Nightingale, which if he
begins well, and holds it long, nothing
in my mind can be {weeter; but as the
fangies of men are as different as either
the colours or fongs of the bird, {fo their
eyes and ears are the beft judges for their
fancies, yet I fhall not fail to give my o-
pinion and judgement to thofe who have
not had experience in this delightful and
innocent amufement.

‘The
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The next obfervation is, a bird that
begins with the {weet of the Nightingale,
and ends with the fong of the Tit-Lark,
is both harmonious, {prightly, and very
delightful to the ear.

Thefe notes are diftinguifhed by the
Sweet Jugg, followed by a fwelling flut,
with the water-bubble,  and then the
fprightly fong of the Tit-lark, chewing
and whifking feveral times in a breath; a
bird that will go {weetly through his
fong in this manper, Without breaking
off, may be faid to be a good fong bird.

Some fanciers are pleafed when a
Canary-bird only fings the fong of the
Tit-lark, which is indeed very pleafant
and delightful. Others only fancy that
bird which beging like the Sky-lark, and
holds his fong all the while in the fame
manner, having long notes and {weet,
but I think notmuch variety in it.

If thefe infiructions may not at firft
truly qualify a perfon, let this ferve in
general, that they chufe what is moft a-
grecable to their own ear, and that which
holds the fong the longeft, without
breaking off fhort, with harfh fcraping
notes, or difagreeable whining.

To
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To know a Cock from a Hen.

| HE firft and moft certain method,

is the bird’s fong, which is a never-
failing argument. If they hear him fing,
he is a cock, for the hens never fing, al-
though fome have, by a {ort of jabbering
noife, which fome make better than o-
thers, deceived not only unikilled perfons,

but thofe who have f_thDUght themfelves -

complete fanciers, |

The way then to diftinguith between
the cock’s fong, and th@hen’s jabbering
is, that the cock, let him fing ever fo
indifferent, almoft every time he firikes
a note, you may eafily perceive the paf-
fage of his throat 1]:0 heave with a pulfive
motion, Iwelling like a little pair of bel-
lows all the time Hﬁ?w*nrbl%ﬁfﬂq
pretty notes, which never happens to a
hen; for let her make what_noife the will,
and refemble finging ever fo well, this
motion is never obferved in her throat as
it 1s in the cock’s. |

The next obfervation is, " the large-
nefs, vigour, and majeftic carriage of the
cock, which he gencrally fhews if in

3 health,
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health, by ftretching his n_ef:k and_head

to the utmoft extent. 'The hen is not
only {maller and fhorter every way, efpe-
cially from the legs to the vent, which
{feems to come down from the legs, under
the belly to the vent, thor “and as it
were, of a more {udden rmmdnéis, OCCam
ficned by nature, being larger in that
part, for containing and laying their
eggs; whereas, the cock appa-:;w in that
part more {l; longer, coming down
from his Lgh to his vent, graduﬂly ta-
per; ending in a {mall point under his
tail.

Another thing to be obferved is, if you
blow the feathers of both you will find
the vent of the cock to appear longer than
that of the hen, and the orifice not quite
{fo wide,

The next and laft obfervation is from
the colour above the bill of the cock,
which i1s a more bright yellow, as like-
wife under his throat, and on the pinion
of the wing; for let the birds be of what
colour they will, they always have a little
yellow almoft upon their bills, and under

their throats, and a ftroke over the eyes,
which
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which in the cocks is 2 bright ftrong yel-

15w, but in the hens it is more languid.

and pale,
B ;Rfmmﬂéaéfe Deception in thefe Birds.
F OR want of due obfervation of the

‘above-mentioned rules, a perfon
who fuppofed. him{elf A complete judge,
‘PUt two hens together to breed, fuppof-
ang one of, them to be g cock, and would

which were. ufed to. the contrary, by

~thofe who. wel] k;ie'e}f the difference by
“thefe obfervagions,. tillat Jaft hig fuppofed

<coek had. laid more egos than her fifter

hen,. which made him acknowledge his

obftinacy, ‘and own himfelf 5 {ubject for

Jaughter,

Concerning . the Canary-Birds wher tbey

begin . to build, or thofe Jou. intend for

il 3 Bfﬁf{fr}ﬁg.

s YHESE birds breed four or five times
'AN A, year, and commonly Iay four,
five or hx eggsat aime 3 the moft young
ones I ever knew brought up at a time,
- : : | ¢ gRr in
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‘1 one neft, was {1x; they fet fourteen
days, including - the day ' that you fet
them. Your birds muft be both yellow
matched together, and ftout, otherwife
they will breed very fmall, but if your
cock or hen be yellow and {mall, then
match it ‘with a large mealy one, which
will ftrengthen the breed. I would ad-
vife you not to match your birds till the
middle of March, ind turn them up-the
latter end, which is time enough, - let
your places be fitted up in this manner: in
the firft place, you muft have a conveni-
ent cage, or clfe prepare = reom which
will be convenient for that purpofc. If
.+ be convenient, let it be towards the
{un-rifing, becaufe the birds love warmth,
and fun-fhine 1n the room in the morning
makes the room warmm a1l the day. You
may make an out-let in the window to-
wards the {fun-riling, where they may go
out and have'a little air when they pleaie.
I would not advife you to overftock - the
room; butif itis pretty large, you may
turn in ten OrF twelye pair. -~ You muft
prepare your room after this manner,
hrow red fand or gravel at the bottom,
nd if you pleafe, you may fet up atrec

2 n
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in the middle of the ;room; you may-
likewife' nail, up neft-boxes and back-,

cages in  every .corner of the room; for

fome of the birds. love to. breed .in the.

dark, and others in the light; you muft

be fure to put ag many more boxes and
cages as you have pairs, “for they love to L
have. choice, and yet they are apt to go-
to. neft again before the firft fly..  If there.
1§ ot conveniency, they are apt to make
their neft upon the young ones, I have-
loft, a neft of two or three young ones.

upon. that very acount; when I went to

look for birds, I faw none but the neft
made 1n the fame box, which made me.
wonder what was become of my birds,,
and pulling out the neft, I found them
all {mothered under it; they will like—
wife build in the tree which is in your

room, and if you do not tie it in feveral

places, the neit, eggs, and young ones,

will be apt to fall through. I have loft
many birds after  this manner. But, in
my opinion, the beﬁ.way to breed them
for pleafure is in a cage made for that
purpofe, which ought to be as large
again as what we call breeding cages,
fo that they may.have room to fly, for
: o the
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he mére room the better. You mult
likewife have two boxes to make their-
nefts in, for they are apt to go to neft
again, before the young ones fly, and be-
ing two bexes, the hen will build in the
other box, and the cock will feed the
young ones. - *

If you chufe to bring them up by
hand, feed them with the fame food as
you do Linnets, and take them away
“t twelve or fourteen days old; for if you
Jet them lie longer with the old ones,
they grow {ullen, and will not feed; but’
if you defign to let the old ones bring
them up; let them alone till the old ones
hatch again; as foon as they have young
ones, 1 would have you take the former
away, or elfe they will {poil the young
ones by pulling them out of their neft,
or picking them as they lie. When you
trke them away, 7you muit make their
victuals very goed, boil an egg hard,
then take a little of the yolk, likewife a-
bout as much of the beft bread, and alfo
2 little fcalded rape-feed, about a third
part of the rapc-feed as there is bread.
When it is boiled foft, “you may grind it
in 2 mill ; if you have but few birds, you*

: Tt may
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are in all covered with down and fiall
feathers, for the young ones-only the
firft year caft their down and fmail fea-
thers, ‘and the fecond, their tail and wing
feathers; ‘they fometimes grow very fick
by means of  a little pimple growing on
their rumps, called the Pip on the tail.

- The beft way is to let it have its courfe,
and-break itfelf, unlefs the bird is bad in
deed, then he muft have fpeedy relief.

- They have fometimes - yellow fcabs ‘a-
bout ‘their heads, and fometimes their
eyes; when this diftemper {preads; no-
- thing but time and cooling food will
carry it off,

Several extraordinary  Remedies Jor the
Diftempers before-mentioned,

T were-to little purpofe to know what

diftempers Canary-birds are troubled-
with, unlefs you were acquainted with
fome things which might give them ' eafe,
“The firft is the furfeit, which you will
perceive by blowing tp the feathers on
the belly, it will be fwelled, and if fo
far gone, ‘it will be black.  Give your
bird at’ firft-a great deal of whole oat.
(10w meal




T T—

g4 The NEW and COMPLETE

rieal amongft his feed ; repeat this three
er/four days, in order to cleanfe. him;
putat the fame time'{ome liquorice.in his

~ water ; but if you perceive him' too laxa=

tive} inftead of oatmeal give him maw-
feed and bruifed hemp-feed, becaufe thefe
are aftringent.  You may give him 2
little groundfel and faffron in his' water.
Boiléd milk and bread, with maw-feed 1n
it, issveryvgoodi svidl Jlo |
-+ This is-an excellent pafte for a bird,
either under the diftemper called the fur-
feit, or the common f{welling: take a
{mall guantity of millet-feed, the fame
of hemp, as alfo of maw, rape and ca-
nary; let thefe juft boil up, rince them
in cold watér, to cool them; then. boil
2 new laid egg hard, bruife the white
and yolk together, take about a quarter
of the egg, making it very fmall, putitto
the feeds, and add as much more lettice=
{eed as any of the others.  Give thisto-
your:fick bird, -and it will \an all proba-
bility anfwer the defired effet. But you
muft obferve, in the morning early be-
fore you give this compofition, to. let
your bird drink two or three times water
in which you have put fome! treacle,

! which
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which you may order thus; take out your
leaden pot or glafs over night, when your
bird ‘is ‘at reft, put the quantity of two
peas of treacle in his water, but lét -hig
water be clean from any thing elfe, and
when you have obferved him drink two
or three times, take out the water and
treacle, rince your pot and put in fome
«clean ‘water ; 'this do three or four morn-
ings before you give him the above=men~
tioned compofition, BarT

How to-order them when in Moulr.

ARMTH and good: nourithing
food are of the moft ufe in this
diftemper, for that reafon let your birds
‘be where: the fun fhines very ftrong on
them; or if it does not, let your place or
cage be kept very warm daring the whole
time of their moult;y let them be where
no wind can come to them, for the leaft
cold ‘may chance to kill them. Give
them Naples-bifcuit, - bread and egg,
bruifed ‘hemp  feed,  lettice-feed, 'and
maw-feed; and in their water, - put a
Jittle faffron..  If the weather isvcry-hqt,
‘during the time of their moult, leave a}_:i.tt
the
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+he (affron, inftead of which fteep:a {mall
piece of liquorice, and give them plan=-
tain and lettice-feed together. | The rea-
fon fo many. things are prefcribed 1s, that
fick birds, as'well as fick men, otught to
be' humoured with what pleafes themm,
which often proves the beft phyfick;:if
your bird fhould be very bad, let him
have Naples bifket fteeped in white wirle,

and force a fmall drop down their throats,

finely tempered in your mouths this laft
muft not be ufed, unlefs his cafe be dan-
gerous. When your Canary-bird 1strou-
bled with the little pimple on his rump,
called the Pip, and you obferve tokensiof
fickne{s in him, when it is fipe;andfull of
tatter, take the point of a fine needle,
and let out the matter with as much gen-
slenefs as you cans fqueeze it a1l out; ai-
terwards, by taking 2 bit of {ugar mei-
ftened ~in~ your mouth; -and put On
the fore will heal it.: There1s 2 diftem-
per'that fometimes comes on their: heads,
which is a yellow. kind of feurf, and if

full of matter, 1s covered with little

{cabs; this muft-be fupplied with oil of

(weet almonds, fweet lard, freth butter,

or




AT T,

i ; HE.-"“" v
: ¥

BfRD‘—FA'N"'C'IE'Rf. 97

Of Capon’s preafe; anoint it with any of”
thefe things, and adminifter the fame
food, as lettice- feed, &e. As I have in
fome places prefcribed cooling or clean(-
ing things, and in others-what is warm,,
dry, and nourithing, I think it not a-
mifs to exphin myfelf, firft, as to what
15 cooling, as chick-weed, but be not
over lavifh. in this, give plantain and let-
tice, or either of thefe, and fome fcalded:
- rapefeed, and put a finall quantity of
whole oatmeal in their common hardw.
_ feeds, and for their drink, water with a
fmall bit of ftick liquorice in it.

All thefe are fine cooling things, but:
muft only be given in proper {eafons, that:
18, when the {pring is pretty forward, jufé
before-brecding_ time, or in-extream. hot
weather,. but do not continue thefe above:
two or three days, left you make them
fcour too much, which if you do, draw
fome of their tail feathers, put faffron in.
their water, maw-fed in the tin. pan,.
turning the- drawer you put the viGuals.
i upfide down, covering all the top of
the drawer with notiing but bruifed:
hemp-feed. This is a fovereign reme;iy

I ol

T




". "9g8 The NEW and COMPLETE

* for a loofenefs, though fome will give
||1 them a head of groundfel. ‘

- The only nourifhing and drying food,
1% is Naples bifcuit alone, or mixt with
|4 hard egg. ,

- Bruifed hemp-feed, millet-feeds, maw-
’Fh feeds, bread and eggs, and rape-feed
‘ mixt together, the rape-feed being {cald-
Hil ed, to mix the better with the bread and
Hl! egg, in the fame manner as I have direct-

' ed feveral times before. While the cold
., winter feafon lafts, let them have {ufhci-
! ent of thefe warm and nourithing things;
| nd now and then a little faffron in their
water,

‘Fhere are fome that make ufe of {everal
things not here mentioned, which 1is
more the effects of fancy than good judge-
ment: and by fuch fort of practices over-
do the bufinefs, by killing their birds
with what is not proper for them, which
makes out an old Englifh proverb, that
« Toomuch cooking fpoils the broth.”
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P e
The Rep-Birp, |

Is commonly called a Virginia Night. |

ingale, they are very plenty in Vir-
ginia; they fing a very pretty {ong fome-
thing like our Englith Nightingale, byt
not fo well ; ‘they are very beautiful birds,
and of a pretty large fize, and almoft as
big as a fmall thrufh; they are of a very
fine red upon the breaft, and have a red
tatl, and a very fine large topping on
their heads, they are all over of a reddifh

colour; they catch them in Virginia, in .

the fnow, with 2 {nare, as we do Larks
here in England; they {weep the fnow
away, and bait the place with Virginia
wheat, or the chaff of it, as we do with
chaff or oats for Larks in England; when
they take them, they commonly feed them
with Virginia wheat. When we have
them in England, we feed them with
hemp and canary-feed; if you can break
them off the hemp, and feed them on
canary, it is the beft. I'keep them ip 5
large cage, and give them 3 little Wood

Lark’s













