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\ TRIAL OF MR. PATCH.

‘Plight determined to comply with the wish expressed by sthe prisorery

and on the 23d of September he arrived at home, where he met the pris
soncr. Some conversation was immediately had, and probably the first
subject was this supposed attempt on the family, and next on the pay-
ment of the 10001, which was so important in the condition of the alfairs
.of the deceased.—The result was unfavourable to the wishes of Mr. Blight;
and the prisoner was expressly ordered to go to London, and not on any
‘account to return until he had obtained the moncy. In the evening of
that day we find Mr. Paich at home with Mpr. Blight, and taking grog
together in the back parlour. At eight o’clock he went to the maid in
the kitchen, emquired for the key of the counting-house, saying at the
same time he had ocecasion to go to the privy. Haviag procuredit, he
opened the house door, then the gate; afterwards he locked the counting-
house, and passed through it to the privy. As soon as she heard the
Jatter door slam to, or very nearly at the same time, she saw the flash of
a pistol, and before she could remove from her place, Mr. Blight had!
come into the kitchen, and rested his body upon the dresser. She thea
rushed to the house door and shutit, en’ which the prisoner knocked to
procure admission. The single difficulty in this case is the indeg‘g of
the time between the slamming of the privy door and the report of the,
pistol. But nothing was more deceptive than the interval of time in such
circumstances ; yet you, Gentlemen, will hear the testimony, and allow
to my observations no weight which does not properly appertain to them.
I coafidently however charge the prisoner with this fou! murder; q;ﬁ
availing himself of false pretences to procure an instrument of death, and
‘with that fatal weapon destroyed his friend, when almost in the arms of
sleep, after o fatiguing journey. What I have explained of the pecuniary
circumstances of the prisoner, will assist in explaining the motive to this
horrid crime.” ' ' A
(The Learned Counsel here commented on the varions particulars re.
garding the money, and their application to this inguiry, and adverted te
several conversations of the prisoner, in which he endeavoured to reprea
sent persons of the name of Clarke and Webster as likely to have com:
mitted the murder. But as these matters will appear in the evidence,
shall not state themin this place.) _
Mr. Garrow now directed the attention of the Jury to various artifices,
by which the prisoner had endeavoured, through the medium of ‘th
widow of the deceased, to acquire the possession of the papersof Me
Blight, and by that means to obtain the alienation of the whole of hi
business and property. He detailed at much length on the state of the
stockings of the prisoner, found by that vigilant and intelligent ministe
of justice Mr. Stafford, by whichit appeared he had taken off hisshoes
and he laid much stress on the discovery of the ramred in the tunnel @
the privy, with which the pistol had been wadded. He spoke of th
state of mind in which the prisoner appeared during the examination
before the Magistrates ; and on oue occasion after his return from the
Justices, he said, ¢ I have been near hanging myself justnow, andif
had done it quite, 1 should not have been more unhappy.” A beautife
model of the premises at Greenland Dock, the scene of the catastrophe,
was next produced, on which the Learned Counsel pointed out the va,
rious parts of the buildings, and the adjacent ground, to shew that g
the gates being shut, no access could be procured, and that the prisone
alone could have perpetrated the deed. : g
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% TRIAL OF MR. PATCH. .
Mr. Jones, Surgeon, on being sent for, examined the wonnds of Mr.
Blight as he was lying on the iiﬂ-.:-r, and directeld that he should be inmea
diate I:,r put to bed. Ou b ing put to bed, witness examined l‘n.mltt‘h“
Mr. B's wouud; he found one on the fore pmt of the body, tw 0 inches .
from the navel, on the rizht side, and anotlier on the lo.n on the sama
side.  He perceived it to be a gun-shot wound, and the coutents of tha
‘bowels were passing from each of them. T'he body was distend d and
inflated, and witness was convineed that the wounds would prove mor al.
He l"i_.l]‘lﬂ.ll].-.d with the unfortunate man until seven o’clock the nent morn-
ing, and ke died in the afiernoon.—Witness a-ked him when, in his last
moments, and before that, if he spspected any person o have been guiley
of the horvid deed.  He replicd, ¢ No; God knows I never injured way
man 50 as fo lead him to take my life; but Mr. Pateh hias meationed sume
man’s nam>, Webster?”  Witness asked Patch who this Webster was 2
when he rup!iml, he was a man who was once suspecied of cobling (he
premises, and his son had abscouded, who was suspeeted of robbing e,
Blight. Witness went to Mr. Blight's bed-side before he expivod, and,
represented to him his real sitnation, and advised him, if his aliuirs was
not setiled, to arrange them. e asked for his will, which Paich broghk
to him, some alterations were made, and Pateh and a Mr, Ferguson wora
added to it as execetors, Mr. Blight with difficulty s gued the will, and
was very anxious to koow if nothing conld save him.  Dr. Bablanglon,
a physician, and witness, were present, toge her in his room, but i ‘ir
exerticns had no ettect; he expired before four o'clock—The bowels
of the deccased were cat in three different places.

Miss Ann Lowvisa Davies was sworn, She stated that on the 7Cth of
September she was connng from Deptford, and on her way had to pass
close to the deccased’s gate; she bad not passed the gate but a few v uds
when she saw the tlach of a pistol, or gun, and heard the report; win re
she stood she could see the whole of that ol of the premises 3 shes'opped
about two minutes and was sure no person or pecsons made their csca e
that way ; she heard no person come out of the deceased’s hoase, aor ¢ d
she hear any noise on the wharf,

Miss Martha Duvies, sster to the prececding witness, was with ier
sister, and corrobo.ated every thing she said 3 but did not sce the ash £
the pistol or zun.

Michael YWrizht was next called.  He said he lived at Rotherhithe, and
was coming from Deptford on the 190 of september last; tial be passab
along the nar ow passave behmd the house of (be deccased ; that ahout
60 or 70 yards hefore he cam.: to the gate hie heard the report of 4 4 n
or pistol. e was not sure whether he was gquite in sight o, the g
not, bat believes he could have seen it had it been diy-light,  Whou ne
got up fto the ga‘e, th: prisoner was coming out ol it.  FPrisoner ok
did he mect any body ? he answeredy, no.  Prisoner told witness ae b Jd
. been shot ar, and asked wim to go into the house, which he did; and th v

searched and fond the bail: It had passed theough the windo . stufic .,
Witn s ollered to procure some one to sleep in the house with th - Jirs-
soner, observing it was dangerons to be alone unaer scen Cocame .
Prisoner declned to have any one sleep in the house.  W.tiss toly | by
thatit would be adviseable to have hand bills printed ; the pn,mw* i 10
would, and that he would ofier 501 reward. Wiinoss ashod fim if Lo
Lai an}' fire arms in tiwe Louse; prisoner said lie bad a paip of pist s, but |

had no ammunition, ¢ |

.
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TRIAL GF MR. PATCH.

Richard Frost was next sworn. He stated that he kept a pb'ic honse
near to that occupied by the deceased ; that on the alarm of a pistol being
fired, he proceeded to the house; Paich, the prisoner, the last witness,
and Hester Kitchener, the servant maid, were present.  Hes ated nearly
the same as the last witness, respecting the conversation about the pri-
soner having a pair of pistols took place, the witness offercd him powder
and ball, which he declined toaccept, saying, ¢ never mind, thl."j‘ will not
come azmn to-night; the viilains will not come again.”

Mr. Kmt‘alrd jun. was called. e took the dimensions of the housa,
and mode of the model. He explained to the J oy the different purposes
the model was intended to efiect.

Mr. Kinnaird cross examined by Mr. Gurn :

Q. Ts the pailing that is described in the in the model 5 or r 6 feet high?

A. I donot know itis higher in one place than another,

Q-? Do you recollect that a quantity of old timber.is lying about in the
yard?

A. I do not.

Q. Is not the gate in the model improperly described? are there not
three rails in the inside of the gate, by which a person might get over in
a minute?

A. It may be so, I cannot say.

By Mr Garrow.

Q. If a person on that occasion had got over the gate with a view te
cscape, must they not have been seen by the Miss Davies’s?

A. Certainly they would, unless the Miss Davies’s were close to the
paling ; and in that case thﬂ}' could not have a ¥iew of the gate.

Hester Kitchener esamined—Said she had resided in the hounse of the
late Mr. Blight about two months prior to his death. The family con-
sisted of her master and mistress, Mr. Patch, a child, and herself. She
remembered her mistress and master setting ull to Mauralv He return-
cd home on the 19th of September, and Teft town {u,um the same day.
Mr. Patch accompanied h;m, but returned again in the course of the
morning. On her first coming to live with Mr. Blight, the family used
genzrally to sit in the back parlour; but for the last seven weeks in the
front parlour. Mr. Patch sat in the front room on the eveniug of the
19th of september.  About eight o’cloek, he sent her cut for six penny-
worth of oyste.s. bhe was away about mn& minutes ; the oysters were
notopened.  On her retarn she found Mr. Pateh in conversation with a
man and woman, whom sie afterwards understood to be Mr, and Mrs.

vright. Mr. Patch said, * Hester, is that you? I bave been shot at.”

Hester replied, ¢ Lord Lave mercy u pon us, W hereabouts?” Mr. Patch

said, through the window shutiers. 'IL'he window shutters were all made
fasi at li.ll-'al\.-, prior to her geing ont which v as souner than usual. The
rcas.n was, Mr. Pateh said he was pourly, :nd wished to sup and go to
bed soom.  Me. Wiight was sent for and M. Fresty, when they all went
into the front parlour to look for the shot that had been fired, '

She found it near to the window, Mt. Pateh expressed much surprize at
what had happencd, as he said that neither Mr, Blight nor himself had an
coeiny in the w orld ihat he kinew of.  She kvew nothing about fire armns ;
she went into the kitchen, and thence to Mr. Frosts, to borrow some

candles; they all left the house together, without any body in it; ne

search was made in the house that evening for the person who it was sup-

i
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‘TRIAL OF MR. PATCH. ¢
posed had fired the shot; she heard nothing about ammunition. Mr.
- Patch slopt that eyening in Mr, Blight's bed, i order to be near to her,
for her protection, 2s she had cxpressed great apprehension,  Mr., Blight
came from Maigate on the Monday foliowing, Her master rode out the
same day, and en his return, Mr. Patch had his horse, ard went out on
horseback. Mz, Pateh vore boots on that occasion, and usually wore
boots  She was certain he wore boots ou the duy prior to Mr. Blight
being shot at.  Mr. Patch and Mr., Blight sat togetlier in the evening in
the back parlour, which had not been used as a sitting room for some’
weeks hefore. Pateh, she believed, had worn thin shoes and ‘white
stockings; did not bnow whether ribbed or not.  On the same evening
the gates were all fastencd as uvsual; she was positive Mr. Pateh had on
shues and stockings previous to her master being shot.  After Mr. Dlight
was shot, she found the frout door open; when shut no one can open it
from the outside, us it goes on a spring back. Mr. Patch and Mr.
Blight had tea together in the evening, apd afterwards some grog; she

=3

was placed in such 2 situation in the kitchen as not to be able to see the
bark parlour door, although the deor of the kitchen was nearly epposite
to that of tve parlour doorin question. 1t wasseveral minutes, perhaps
half an hour, afier she had taken in the water to make the grog before
FPatch camein the kitchenand asked for a candle,—hiswords were, *¢ Hester
give me a candle, I have gota pain in my howels, and mustgo to the privy.”
ile had a candle, and took the key of the counting-house from off the dres-
ser.  he went out of the front door, she Feard him open the counting-house
docr 3 heard him slam the door afler him, and walk across the counting house in
his way to the privy—the counting house door sotizeiimes sticks if pulled hard—
she heard him step into the privy, and also slam that door after hi—she did
not know if the door keeps open whein not slammed so violently,  1hat instant
she lieard the privy deor slam to,,she heard the report of the pistol. Her
master shortly came into the I-:'lrrfuen, and said, ¢ Elltster," {laying his hand
upon his heart) *¢ 1 am a dead man.” —* Lord have mercy upon us, 1 hope not,”
she replied, then scieamed and ran immediately to shut the front door—she
found the door wide cpen—got about half way back along the passage, when she
heard a violent koacking at the door ; on opening it, (which s'i}:: did before she
went to the relief of her master) she foungl Mr, Patch anxious to Le admitted ;
his small ciothes were unbuttoned, and he appeared to be holding them up
with one hand; they were, she remembers well, of a light colour, He went
immrediately into the kitchen to her master, aud said, * Lord have mercy upon
us, what isthe matter?” Festersaid, * Master’s shot! master’s sbot!” Teas-
sisicd master info the parlour; does not recollett whether there were ene or two
candles upan the table. [t was customary to have two.  Mr. Pateh wished her
to zo for some assistance, but <he was afraid, and refused to go. He then de-
sired her to take her master by the land, and support him, and he would go
himself for surgical assistance.. This Hester also refused, being equally fearful
to be left in the house with ber wounded master ; he again pressed her, and she
said, [ am afraid to let you go—if 1 dogo, 1 will jump out of the kitchen
window.,” She did pass out that way, apd brought with her Mr. Frost, who
lived hard by at the Dog and Duck. Mr. Frast, in his way to the house, did
not wait for the gate to be opened, but jumiped over it she saw nolody io her
way ; her master died next Aa_v-——&he does not jecoilect any particular conversa-
tion she had with Mr. Patch, except that he told her there weie strange ideas
abroad, and she was to speak the truth and nothing but the truth.  This con-
versation took place before the Corener’'s Inguest had been Leld upon the body
of her master. Nohody was in custody on suspicien of the murder at the time,
—had no further conversation with Patch tlen nor afterward that she recol-
lected—she did not recollect any thing that was said when Charles and her mo-
ther were present, :

by . Py o
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IRTAL OF MR. PATCH.

; Chl"”"lphf‘r Mﬂfqaﬂ, who resides at Deptford, called, and examined by Mr.
I"‘"[_'":""""'LIF*" Hﬁ said, be lived in More-lane, m the neighbourhood of Mr.
light's premises. He was passing the yard between eight and nine o'clock in

the evening, when he was mformed by some lads standing at the gateway that
Mr. Blichr had been shot.  Ue immediately went to the house door, and de-
‘manded if he could be of any assistance. ~Mr Patch then came out of the
roon; and npon the witness asking if he should search the premises, in order

. o discover the muderer, Mr., Patch replied, that he would be exsremely obli-
I gedto them, and pointing to the buli of the Cafnatie East indiaman, told

them _Erst to examiue that, as at the time the former pistol was discharged a

rumbling noise had been heardin it.  They immediately proceeded to the edge

of the wharf, in order to search the vessel, but found it impracticable t. zet)
into it, on account of its disiance from theshore.  The space between the land
and the Carnatic, was about sixteen feet; and it being at that time low water,
that space was coverea with mud of such a consistency, that if a peison hud
endeavoured to escape that way, he wonld have sunk up to his middle in it
After looking attertively throngh the premises, they could discover nobody,
norany traces of persons having entered.. He then, with a friend of the name
of Berry, by whom he was accompanied, entered the house, and came to the
room where Mr, Blicht was lﬂ.it{:a After some conversation on the suspicion
which Mr Elight could attach upon any person, the witness begzed of Mr.
| Patgl to comuuission him to go tn Bow-street to procure officers.  'To this the
- prisi ver ceplied he did not see the necessity of the measure; upon which Mr.
toran remonstrated, and told him that an early mquiry would be of the
utiioe. consequence.  Patch then repeated three or four times that he saw no
necessity for it, and stared, that he was in as much danger as My, Biight, as he
had Lecn shot at the ‘Thursday precedinz.  Lhe prisoner then conducted the
| witness into the fiont parlour, and explained to him the situation in which he
[ wason the day when the ba'l had penetiated the window shutter, and had
driven a pie e of the Venetian blind against his head. Upon their retuin into
the pa:toir, where Mr. Blight lay, the witness remonstrated upon the careless-
ness ol be prisoner, in leaving the door open when he bhad seated himself to
have been on thé'a'ert all the cvening.  The wimess repeatedly asked Patch for a
comanission o go to the Police Office, in order fo procure proper officers, at the
saine time added, there must be some cause for the commission of the horrid
L acr, as buman nature was not <o dejraved as to shoot a fellow-ereature without
| sume inducement.  The prisouer then turned round to the witness. and teld
i him that he bad as much reason to suspect him asany man. Vinding that his
i services were nof acceptable, be went aveuy.

James EBerrv deposed, that at the time of the searchk, and subsequent pro-
cecdings of ihe lust witness, he was in his company and assisted. As soon as
the prisoner ba:l directed the witness and his fiiend to seareh the Carnatic, Mr.
Foroh jetired to a distant part of the yard, without making any cohsegvation,

“with g lenthiom, and in a few minutes returned 1o the house The witness
thought his conduct rather strange, and therefore paid moie particular atten-
tion  The heiglt from the edge of the wharf to the mud in which the vessel
lav was =bout 16 feet, and if zn attempt had been made to escape that way, the
person must eitber have broke his neck, or have been suffocated in the mud—
Linnn his cross evnrination hie said, that the search was made about twenty mi-
nuwesafier the shot was fired. ' The gate which admitted them upon the premi-
ses wa= only upon the Lateh, and any person might bave been admitied.

Rictavd Frost was again cal'ed up to speak to the firing of the gun.  He
stated, that on Thu sday, the 10th,—* there was the report of the fiiing of a
gun at Mr Dlight's houze:” he went out to ascertain the cause, but did not []]_t:r=
ceive any person coming from the premises, and he was in a sitvation in which

b L the person whio Ged it attempted to make hisescape, he must have observed
b —if was abou cight o'clock in the evening, and it was daik, but he was
dea: enru:h to have <cenanv one run away, or climb the wall.

- Charles Steward produced the shutter and sash through which the former shot

gd feen fiied. e was a labourer and left work at o'clock, when the gates

i o i
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TRIAL OF MR.PATCH.

were fastened Ly Patch.  He beard nothing of the muvder of Mr. Blight nn-
til the next moming when he caime to work, At the tme wound was given |
it mnst be low water, and the space between the Carnatic and the shore was
nothing but mud, in which a ; erson might have been buried. 'I'he vessel lay
sloping from the shore, g0 that it was impossibie any shot from that spot could
have reached Mr Blizht—At on side of the whaf there was a large range,
which, af the pistol had been fived fram that divection, would have intercepied
the shot. “I'here was no house attached to the cvave, behind which the nur-
derer could coneal himselt, Gn the Thursday night subsequent to the murder
the witness slep with Fatch; he had no clothes with Lim but what e put on
agam in ihe morning and carried away with him.  Le had no whitg stockings
with him, oreven in his possession,” It the person were to stand below the
wharf, it would be imipossibie for han to fire at the winlow of the room in
which Mr idlight was seated at the time of the murder. The witness remenibers
the prisoner ielling Hester Kitchener on the Tuesday, the day before the Co-
roner’s Jury sat upon the body, to tell the truth, and nothing but the truth. He
added, that they would cross question ber, and ask her a great many things, but
i she Legan one story, she was to continue it, or she would get Lhim into l}ri-
som.  * | was as near being hanged as ever cny thing was in th:s world, andf |
had I should be as happy as | ain now—rpecple eem to think that it was 1 who
shot My, Blight." 'T'he prisoner then talked atort sowe pistols which he had, and
said, that they were thm*r pistols, with which he could not take an aim, and
~would give any man leave to take one, and he theother, and his adversary should
have the first fire.

George Smith was near the yard when the vistol was fired, he did not see any
person leave the yard, andif they had he must have seen them.

Five other persons who were about the vremises corroborated this state-
meit.

Mrs Sarah Blight was called, and examined by Mr. Garrow.—She said she
was the widow of thegentleman whose murder was now under consideration. Her
hushan: beeame acquainted with the prisoner about three vears and a half ago.
His sister lived in her family as a servant.  The first acquaintance with Patch
was frown his coming to visit his sister. At the time he entered her husband's
service, herepresented himself to have come outof Lrevenshire on aceount of
some difference respecting tithes, He said he came from Elsmere,  For the first
few months he worked for Blight without receiving any salary, but merely for
his board.  Afler that it was azreed that the prisouer should Teceive a salary of
30l a year. He acted asa foreman of the yard. At a time subsequent, his
salary was raised to 100l per aunum, Patch” agreeing to board himself. This
took place sbout a year afier he had beeu hired by the husband in 1803. . ‘The
deceased delivered to the witness certain papers that she was to give to Patch at
a particular time; but the prisoner was not then present. The documents were
delivered to the witness six months before the death of Mr. Blight, At the
difierent conversations between Patch and the desceased, it wasasreed that the
witness should deliver them to the prisoner in case any questions shouid be asked
respecting the property. ‘I he witness never parted wil(li these paperz until alter
the death of her hushand. Mrs. Blight had g ne cut of town to Margate when
she received the meloncholy intelligence of the murder.—* On my return to
town | found the papers where they had been always kept, in a tin box in my
hrshand s dress ng room.  They were in the same siate, and addiessed to Mis,
Blight. I delived them to a ladv to give Fateh, which was dene in my presence,
Thns was after he bad been examined on the coroner’s inoqifest, “Wohieie he
stated he was the sole owner of the estate, and rhat it was absolutels necessary
he should have themn, she delivered them up.  te induced me to give them o
him, by telling me, that before the Jury, he had been interogated reqard nd
the preperty, and bad not the papess in possession to produce,  Lie had not the
papers i his possession en the 15th of Julv, but on the centrar., enly ve-
ceived thein on the 27th of September follow.ng.  Mr. Blight was induced olle
eone to town, from the leiter which was sent by Patch to M gate, aud'wheh
arrived on the 19th of September. Llus is the letter, I believe, which was.
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TRIAL OF MR. PATCH.

and that part of the privy obviously shewed that no person conld have resorted
there for several days atilicted with sncha enmplaint as Mr. Patch pretended.

Mary Smith, servant at the Brown Bear, Bow-street. said, that she was the at-
tendant on Mr. Patch while in confinement there pending h s examinations ; that
on one of those davs he asked how his servant maid (Kitchener) was ; ordered
lier a glass of wine; sent bis compliments to her, and requested she would not
fiet, for that they only wanted to trv whether she would alter her story.

The next thing produced in evidence was the written examinations of
the prisoner before the Bow-street Masistrates, Vide Examinations which
wasrﬂttestﬁd by Mr. Grabam, the substance of which we lay before the
pubiic, : ;
l'l“he.we examinations being read, the evidence for the prosecution closed—

when, '

The prisoner being called upon for his defence, addiessed the Court.

Prisoner.—*¢ [ beg, m- Lord, that the paper I hold in my band may be read
by une the Gentleman in Court.”

Mr. Knapp then perused the paper handed from the prisoner, which was to
the following ettect.—W hen stated, that he wasa poor man, from Devonshire,
who came to London te better his condition, amll that he had a wife and four
children. It commented with expressions of gratitude for the means which
had been taken to produce him a fair trial.  'Whatever might be the result with
regard to an individual, was of no consequence; but the cause of public jus-
tice woul.! be promored by the impartiality of these proceedings, and that was
at all times of the highest importance. He could not enter avowing the grati-
tude he feit for the attention his Lordship had paid to the popular percjudices
which had prevailed, and who therefore had provided that his case should be
snbmitted to twelve gentlemen, removed from the bustle and clamour of a
pnblic assize, who would calmly reflect cn the merits of the case, and give
their dicision in a way that would confer honour on themselves and their country.
A man pointed out as he had been as the object of general detestation, assailed
on every side by secret and open hostily, possessed no advantageous ground
from which he could resist the assaults of his enemies. He was accused of a
felonious erime, and under this charge he had not even the customary assist-
ance inmaking his defence ; while on the partof the prosecution it was allowed
that the whole should be laid before the Jury with all the benefit of deliberation
atil learned commeat. In this unfortunate predicament, he was not capable
of preparig his defence with any immediate application to the evidence now
delivered. It must be principally referzble to the depositions given by to the
witnesses before the Pﬂ]la;{'tstmtcs during the preceding examinations. W hat,
thevefore, should be deficient, he intreated the Jury by their good sense to
supply, and although be lamented the circumstance on the present occasion,
vet he was convinced, that the mode of trial the law had pointed out was
founded on the same humane principles which had always distinguished the ad-
ministration of British jurisprudence, The casengainst him was supported by no
direct evidence; it was not evenpretended, that anvdirect and conclusivefact could
be proved ; it depended whollv upon a chain of incidents none of which, taken se-
parately, could be satisfactory ; and would fora Jury to detennine if all of them,
conside ed collectively, could be sutlicient to establish the guiltof the prisoner.
The nature of the evidence was then enly circumstantial, a sort of téstimony
which had been received at all tizes with great caution, and which could not be
almitted, when the offence charged was wholly incapable of any pesitive proof.
This reluctance to receive such testimony was justified by the difficulty of esta-
blishing any truth by such means ; ina iong coneatenation of facts, it a single
link of the chain failed, the whole was destroyed, nothing could be sustained by
it. What was the extent of the chain wh ch was now to be perfect inall parts.
Forty witnesses were examined, and the Jury were called upon to examine, wot
only if they were consistent with each other, but if they were consistent with
thern-af'ﬂlr:-q- Weatever mizht be the fidelityof the witnesses, it should not be

- forgotted how much depended on the accuracy of the memory ; so that only a
| malnant motive but an incorrectness of memory would be sutficient to destroy
~all this testimony on which the prosecution must entirely depeud. :
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TRIAL OF MR. PATCH.

The charge proceeded on these three grounds—Ist, the motive to the merei—
2d, The opportunity of committing it—3d. the impossibility of its commission
by any other but the prisoner.  1st, With regard to the motive. The person
who had lived in habits of intimmacy and friendship with the deceased, must
shrink back with horror at such adeed.  So far from any attempt upon bis Life,
the prisouer would a thousand timecs rather have sacrificed his own for its preser-
vation. - But not only the fecling of aflection would have operated powertully,
but the sentiment of pure mercenary interest wouid have had the same influence:
to protect the life of Gir. Blight. The success of the prisoner depended upon
the existence of the deceased.  He had entered into business with Mr. Blight in
circumstances somewhat embarrassed, and the credit and countenance of that
gentleman was peculiarly necessary to its success, How was it possible for ihe
concern to be conducted? Could ships be purchased, could materials be found,
could any line of rezular connection be maintained without his supportr By
his death the prisoner was deprived of all his beneficial prospects, aml vet it was i
contended that these could alone be brightened and improved by that event.

It had been said, that the prisoner was in a state of distress’and po-+
verty. It was true that he was pressed by a claim for tithes, but it was
not correct to say that by this he was reduced to a condition of absolute
ruin. Ie had an estate, and a faror well stockéd, in the county of
Devon. In this sitnation he had been informed of the profiis of ship
breaking, and he was determine! to acquire the knowledgeof a business
so productive, he therefore counceted himself with My, Blight, but net
with any intention of continuing, as had been represented, in the cha-
racter of a menial servant.  He had more than 13001 and #2501 of this -
sum bad been appropriated in execution of the agreement, for the ac- |
quisition of hne third of the trade. The account of Mr. Blight in
regard to these affairs was not implicitly to be relied on: he was aman of
irregular habits; he had many private expences of which Mrs. B. had
no information ; he had many nataral children, and expended consider-

“able snms on women, in habits of imparity and dishonour. Besides
this, he had been involved in Iis mercantile pursuits, which ended in his |
failure. From the papers of such a person no satisfactory evidenee
could be acquired ; miny of his most solemn instruments were fictitions,
and such were acknowledzed to be the papers of the 15th July, which
had been so improperly introduced info this transaction. (‘L'he prisoner
here entered into a general examination of the matiers of account be- |
tween himsell anl the deceased, from all which he contended that he had
given a bonn fide consideration for his share of the business, and that the
1000L. in which Mr. Goom was concerned, was no part of the amonut
he had paid for his concern, but an item of accounts with Mr. Blight,
entirely indepenent. A merchant, surrounded by his clerks, he said,
eould give a full account of his pecnnlary affairs on competent evidenee,
but he having none of thése assistants, and being deprlved of his priu-
cipal testimony by the decease of his brother, and the distance of his
connexions, ielied with confidence on the candour of a British Jury.
Placed, as he was, in this situation, he could not call his friend from the
grave to supply the conclusive proof of his innocence : the nature of his
defence only admitted of strong probability, and shewing that he halno
donbtof the acjuittal to which he was entitled from his coundry.

The next proposition regarded the oppo-tunity of committivg the erime.

It was trae that he had abundance of opportunity to porpetrate this erime,
il he had theinclination, and the possib.lity of committing it at iny tinie,
and at all times, furnished one strong groand of his defence.  the hgd

b
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. TRIAL OF MR. PATCH.

intended the murder, would he have committed it when there was a wif-
ness at hand to proclaim his guilt 2 Would e not have availed himselfl of
the silcut hour of midnight, when nothing could have occurred to have
fixed upon him the guilt? One cirenmstance removed, beyond all doubt,

the weight of the charze; the door of the privy and the report of the

pistol, were beardat the same instant by the witness, on whom the whole

of the case rested It was impossible the prisoser could be at the neces.

sary and in the house discharging this weapon of destruetion.  What was

the conduct of the prisoner immediately after the event? Did he no: send

into the neighbourhood to obtain assistance? Did he not attend to ex-

plain all the facts to the friends of the deceased, and before the LMagis-

trates ? Did he fly from his home and his conntry to seek protection from

‘lhe hand of a.'.rﬂllcfmg justice? Every particular conducted to show, that

in the persnasion of his own innccence, he defied ali the means which

might be employed to effect his destruction. The prisoner terminated

with some remarks on particular parts of the evidence, said that he
was a plai. unlearnod man unaccustomed to the subtiltics «f legal

disputation, and in the most dircct and positive terms, avowed his

own purity and innocence, Ilis life was of litile consequence, he la-

mented only the fate of four children who depended upon his Industry

for their support, and was confident that the jury would not Le less in-

clined to a candid and humane consideration of his case on account of
these pledges of his sincerity to them and to his country.

WITNESSES FOR THE DEFENCE.
Josiak Slee, Thomas Hacffam, and Richard Poole, were called to esta-
Ulish the character of the prisoner. They had ecch of themn been acquaint-
ed with kim for two or three years, and gave general testimony to his re-
spectalble demeanowr in the way of his business

The Chicf Baron now procee ded to sum up the evidence; lut before he
entered into the particulars he scid he should t*.r‘,-fmu iis general nature
and learing. It was true that the whole was circumstantial, there was
no direct testimony whatever; Lut when this was connected :’y along se-
ries of well connected ﬁar:fs, it was often more convine rg that the testi-
mony of a few svitnesses to minute and incelaicd poinis. [t was possible
Jor a plain short story to be told with rur;,-‘:'rf:.-.'n'c and address, and same in-
stances had occurred in which impositions had leen pra ived, which have
defeated the greatest vigilance of an impartial and intelligent jury.
Iien a train ty" circumstaxces were necessary fo esteblish any fact, col-
{usion was cenerally imposaille, gnd if the slightest dissonance were dis-
covered in ani material respect, the whole was rft"i".rﬁyed nnd l'f:epﬂ.mrier
was acq:uum! His Lordship then entered into the testimony of cach in-
dividual witness, commnenting on the different items in his progress. He
observed, at great (ength, on ihe maticrs of cccounts, and concluded,
from the tenor of the testimony, that the pricos er had. adopted a regular
 system of fraud, the olject of which was to b finally attained by the as-
sassination of the deceased. Whether he hod successfully ﬂ.h.'aml:‘d these
- ultimate means was the question for the determination of the Jury, in
which they would exercise their Jun’rrmsn-‘ and decide tn a way honour-

alle to themselves, und sotisfaction to  their o nntry.

The Learned juyire .{;.—rr-.zw conciuded his ch e, the Jury retired Sor about
- 20 sniniicte 2y and returned . .Hr.re'rl'-pﬂvfﬂ.me", their veredief ﬁ:f (] #_;.r

I s MV ﬁuﬂﬂn, clerk of the arraigns Uien aderessed, pmomzr wilth selemnity,

-
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recapitulaled his crime, the cerdict of his Jury; end put the usual question,

what he had to say why judwizant of Death, end Exccution thereon, showld
ot be warded agalnst him.
- The prisoner bvwed, Lut made no enszer. : . !

The Learned Judge then shortly addressed the prisoner, told him he had
been tried by a hwmane, wpright, aud paticnt Jury, who, qfter attending tothe
whole of the case, had pronvunced him Guilly of a erune the most alrocious
cver known lo the {aws of this country—a citme commencing in ingratitude,
continwed in_fraud, ond lerminating in the foud assassination of his friend and
Lenefvetor. ~ Afier what had wlready been said wpon the subject, nething now
remained fo him but to promounce the awful senlence of the low, which
was—That the prisoner be taken back from whenee he came, and from thence
irat ke be taken on Twesday morning mext to the place of execution, there
fo e hanged by the neck wntil dead, and then to be delivered to the surgeons
to be disecied and anatomized; and may the Lord have mercy on your
seul.

The prisoner maintained firuncss to the last, and reccived his desting with-
eut the slightest change of countenance, : .
This melancholy event, to which the public attention has leen so gene-
rally directed for the last siv months, underwent the solemn enquiry of a
Court, held at the Surrey Quarter Sessions House. So universal was the
interest excited by the trial, that as early as six in the morning the Session
House was leset by a concourse of persons.  As the hour approached which
was appinted for the opeinng of the Court, the impatience of those who .
had been scveral hours in waiting for admitiance was suchy that the nu-
merous constatles in attendance were scarcely alle to preserve a passage
Jor the Law Officers and others, to whom ingress was allowed; few other
persons were permitted entrance, and they consisted principally of the
Dukes of Sussex, Cumierland, and Orleans ; Lords Portsmouth, Granlley,
Moutford, Devrhurst, and G. Seymour ; Sir John Frederick, Sir John
Shelley, Sir Thomas Turton, Sir William Clayton, Sir J. Mawley,

Count Woronzo, &9'c.

PATCH’s LETTER to Mr. BLIGHT,

Directed to MARGATE, and dated the 20th of Septemler, 1805.

€¢ Dear S’r,

“ 1 have a very unpleasant and alarming circumstance to inform you of. 1 was ves-
terday in the apartment in awhich Mrs. B. sits at breakfast, and at half past eight in the
evening [ heard the report of a gun, the contents ef which came threugh the window
rearest the vard gate.  When the servant brought the light, 1 ordered her to shut the
shutters, and the ball came thro’ the window and through the shutters ; besides the frame
the blind was knocked all to pieces, one of which struck me on the head 5 but I am hap-
py to say, it has dene me no material damage. 1 immediately ran into the yard, but I .
could see npone,and ain at a loss 1o judge of theinfeution at present, but it seems hkely
to be intended for your’s or my life. 1 hope yvou will find it accidental, which will be a
satisfaction to me and you; but fiom the divection, I believe it was done in the wharf,
and the party was disappointed to find the window shut.

“Tdo not know what enemics you may have; but 1 have not offended any one by
word or. deed, ¢

“ [ have had but little business since you were gone, and have very littic more to in-
sert to you; but my respects to you and your famuly ——1I shall be happy to have a few
lines, but much more to see you, as you are the only friend 1 haveto consult.”

Your's, &c. _ £
RICHARD PATCH, e |
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Exanunation of Mr. Patch.
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: A R. R. PATCH and Esther Kitchener, were taken into custody on Friday

night, Septemnber 27th, 1805, at Greenland Dock, brought to town and
examined privately at the Public Office, Bow-strect; the examination lnsted un-
til midnight and was resumed-again on Saturday, when Mr. Gribam came to
.the gﬂicﬂ about eleven o'clock, to resume the investization of the murder of
Mr. Blight,

Marygﬁuck, a servant to Mrs. Wright in Atundel-street, Strand, was sent for ;.

* she deposed that she lived servant with the deceased thirteen months, and had
left his service about five weeks previous to his murder.  During the time she
was in the service she did not recollect seeing any fire arms in the house.  Afer
she was dismissed, Esther Kitchener the servant whe wais in the house, at the
time the murder was committed, was sent for from the Erown Bear Public
House, where she and Patch bad been detained the precceding night ——
She underwent an examination for about two hours, when Mr. Patch was
brought over, and continued under very close examinauon ull past six o'clock.

On Wedngsday morning Mr. Graham resumed the investigation of this hofrid
deed. Two gentlemen gave evidence at considerable length respecting the con- _
nexion of the parties; but they had no knowledge of the mtirder. Mr.Ferguson,
the executor of the deceased, attended the examination. Nejther of the pri-
soners were brought to the Office. As soon as the common business of the .
Office was gene through, Mr. Graham, attended by Mr. Stafford, sef off for the
Decensed’s house at Dock-Head, to endeavour to gain more information.

Hapwoad, the patrole, continued to sleep in the bed every night with Mr.
Patch, at the Brown Bear Public House.

On Thursday morning, scen afier cleven'0'clack, Esther Kitchener, the ser-
vant of the decessed, was brought from the Brown Bear Public FHouse, and un-
derwent a long private examination. Afier which Mr. Patch was brought over,
and remained under examination till past three o'cleck, The evidence of several
witnesses, who was examined before Mr. Graham the preceeding evening, was
read to him, and he not being ablz to give a satisfactory account upon certain
points, the magistrates, Sir Richard Ford and Mr. Graham, informed him, they
thought it their duaty, from the cireymstances that had been proved, to commit
him to prison ; the latter of which addressed him as follows: :

# 2. Pareh, 1 have ardored you to be brought here, that 1 may commit yvou for tral,
for the wiltul morder of the late Mr. Blight.  From the accoun's in the newspapers of
. “the Corone”s Inquest, 1 was first induced to enguire into this mysterious affuiry and

[ that very first couvinced nie that much suspicion lay at your deor. 1 therefore endea-

t voured to scarch to the botten of your afféirs with the deceased, when 1 fouind out, that

B there were stro g reasons to suspect you

= . A bill off parceis and a receipt for the payment of a sum of 206351, as the value of the

i stock and trade of Mr. Blight, had been produced, from which itajpeared as if the whole

{ efthe pro erty wasactuzlly conveyed to Mr. Patch for that sum. The raceipt was dated

[ the 1 of Fuly, 1805, But papers had been since found, which proved, and it appear-
ed by the day-buoks, that the prisoner continued to receive weckiy wages as a servant,

oo up to the d of August.  As to the shurting of the counting-house door, and the almost

fustantztieous discharge of the pisiol by which it was sworn that the deceased had came;
by his deach, those appeared 10 him (Mr. Graham) at least to be doubtful circumstances
for upon examination of the premists, he found that Mi. P, would have had a distance
gfaboutt 4 fut to run. while the maid had only 14 to go from the Kitchen to where she
saw bermaster 5 ind it was rather improbe ble that the sound of shut ing the door too, could
have bgen hicard without some exrrzondinary pains were taken to make 2 noise with it;
as the door was ratiier stiff on the hinges, and would not flap too of its own accord. The
purchase of the insterials of an old ship - was pot aseertained until the fact was partly
gatkered from one of the witnesses, and was afterwards, with diffcalty, extorted from the

- prisoner.  Muys. Bhght had also sworn to the suspicion which her husband had lauerly

entertained of Mr. . with respect to the 10001, She had also sworn. that the prisoner
bhad at first come to their house on a vizsit to his sister, who was at that ume in their
gervice 3 that he then pFered to give up bis time and ab lity tothem in any way in which
he could be found useful, buarelv for his victuals; that Mr. B. had ina short time after
that given him 401, a vear, and that his salary was afterwards raised to 100k, on his agree-
ing to find his own beard. These circumstances must plainly shew that there was po
great probability of his paying for the share in the business, as it wiis ulledged that the
deceased was very pressing about the 10001 and had even said thathe had been deceived
by Pawch with respect to ity andas ne person was scen about the premises after the
tansaciiaor, or runving away from theree immediately at the time when people were
passing by, the case was such as appeared to him to require investigation in a higher
ace’ .-

- The deposition<, as tuken down at the different private examinstions, weie thep reap
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