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ADVERTISEMENT

This SEconp EpiTiIioN.

tus for an Heretic
was publifbed, [ome
Years ago, in the weekly Pa-
per, called The old Whig, or
confiftent Proteftant. Bur, ar
the four Papers, which relate
to this particular Subjelt, are
not in that Collection of the
old Whig, which has been fince
printed in two Volumes, oftavo,
lhe Author bath been defired
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to publifb this [econd Edition,
with fome few Additions and
Correttions.

{bis (mal] Pamphlet will be
- aproper Appendix to a Sermon,
publifbed, laft Tear, by the (ame
Author, in Defence of univer-
Jal Liberty and free Inquiry.
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CoNsSISTENT PROTESTANT.

N° 152. " Thurfday, February 2, 1737-8.

To the Author of the OLD WHIG,

Nullius addictus jurare in verba magifiri. .
Hor. Ep. L.

PS8 HOUGH you are a profefled Pro-
e o testant, yet I am fully perfuaded chat
you will readily condemn Perfecution,
gl which is the worft Part of Popery,
RSN where-ever it is found : For this Rea-
ion I here fend you a brief Account of Michael Ser-
vetus, and of the Treatment which he met with,
from feveral of the renowned Reformers, and par-
ticularly from Fobn Calvin.® :

MicuAEL

* This dccount is moftly an Abridgment of what avas pubs
lijked in the Memoirs of Literature for the Year 1711.
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MicuaeL SErvETus was born in the Year
1509] at Villaneueva in Arragon, in the Kingdom of
Spain : His Father, who was a Notary, fent him to
the Univerfity of Thouloufe, in France, to ftudy the
Civil Law. Servetus began to read the Bible then,
which he had never done before. It does not ap-
- pear that there were any Antitrinitarians in France,
or any where elfe, at that time ; and therefore it
is not improbable that he himfelf broached the
new Doétrine, for which he was afterwards put to
Death. Perhaps he applied himfelf to read the
Holy Scriptures, becaule the Reformation did then
make a great Noife in France; and, being lenfible
that the Church wanted to be reformed, it is not
unlikely that he went fo far of his own Head, as
to fuppofe that the 7rinity was one of thofe Doc-
trines which were to be rejefted. However that
be, he grew very fond of his Opinion ; and after
he had been two or three Years at Thouloufe, he
refolved to retire into Germany, and to fet up for
a Reformer. He went to Bafil by way of Lions
and Gemevay and, having had fome Conference
at Bafil with Occolampadius, he fet out for Sirafburg 5
being extremely defirous to converfe with Bucer
and Capito, two celebrated Reformers of that City.
At his Departure from Bafil he left a Manuicript,
which he had wrote againft the Trimizy, 1n the
Hands of Conrad Roufs, a Bookfeller; who fent it
afterwards to Haguenau. Servetus went thither from
Strafburg to get it printed in the Year 1531. That
Piece was publithed at Strafburg and Francfort be-
fore the Month of Auguft ; and when the Author
was not above twenty one Years of Age. When
it was brought into Switzerland, feveral Proteftant
Divines were very much difpleafed at it; as ap-
pears from a Letter of Oecolampadius to Bucer :
<t ] faw this Week (fays he) our Friends at Berwe,
«« who fent their kind Salutations to you and

‘¢ Capita,
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¢ Capito. 'They are very much offended with a
‘¢ Book entitled, De Trinitatis Erroribus, which
“ lome of them have feen. | defire you would
*¢ acquaint Lusher that this Book was printed out
““ of this Country and withoyt our Knowlege ;
“¢ For (to mention but ope Article) it is an im.
¢ pudent Thing to affirm, as the Author docs,
¢« That the Lutherans do not underftand the Doc-
“ trine of Fuftification, But that Man, whether
< he be a Photinian, or of any other Se@, thinks
“ he knows more thap every body elfe. Qur
¢« Churches will be very 1l fpoken of, upleffe our
¢ Divines make it thejr Bufinefle to cry him
< down. I befeech Jou, In particular, to kee

*¢ a watchful Eye over it, and to make an Apo-
< logy for.our Churches, at leaft ig your Confu-
¢ tation infcribed to the Emperor. "We know
“ not how sbat Beaff came to Creep in among us;
““ he wrefts all Paffages of Scripture to prove,
¢ That the Son is not coeternal and confubftan.
¢ tial with the Father, and, That the Man Chrift
“1s the Son of God.» This Letter is dated
Auguft 5, I531.*

THE Magiftrates of Bafil defiring to know Opgp.
lampadius’s Opinion concerning the Book of Serve-
tus, that Reformer made g fhort Difcourfe + in
their Prefence, in order to thew that it was 3 per-
nicious Book 3 bur he exprefled himfelf with great
Moderation 5 which was certainly very commenda.
ble, and becoming 4 Divjne, Oecolampadiys wrote
alfo two Letters to Servetns about his Book ; where-
in_he indeavored to confute him in g very civil
Manner, and intreated him to renounce hjs Errors,
The next Year (1532) Servetus publifhed another
Book againft the Trinity, at Hoguenay, Afrer he

had

* Vide Oecolampad, ¢ Zuingl. Epifol, Lib, IV. Pag, 8o1.
Bafi, 1592. Dugrty,

ot Fide we Supra, Lib. I, Pag. 81,
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had publi{hed thefe two Books, he refolved to re-
turn to France; becaufe he was poor, and did not
underftand the German Language. He himfelf alleged
thefe two Reafons for it at his Trial. While he
was there, Melanchton (Wha read Serverus’s Books
very much) wrote a Letter to Joachim Camerarius s
wherein he told him what he thought of Servesus
and his Books: He declared, That Servefus ap-
peared to him to be a fubtile and cunning Man,
but that he wanted Gravity 5 That his Thoughts
were confufed ; That he had not fufficiently medi-
tated upon the Things he treated of 5 and, That
his Notion of Juftification was very extravagant.
Melanchion adds, That he <€ was always afraid that
< Difputes about the Trinity would break out fome
¢ time or other.” But, as thatis a very curious
Paffage, and looks almoft like a Prophefy, which
has been moft remarkably accomplifhed fince 1533,
I will put down his Words in the Margin. | Ser-
vetus, having been two or three Yecars at Lions,
went to Paris, where he ftudied Phyfc. He took
his Degree of Mafier of Arts, and was admitted
Doétor of Phyfic, in that Univerfity 5 and he after-
wards practifed Phyfec, and wrote fome Books in

that

| Tlepr 7his zouad @, feis me femper weritum effe fore, ut hexe
aliguando erumperent. Bone Deus! gualcs rragwrfias excitabit hee
quefiia ad pofleros, & tew Ombsagis o0 Aoy©® s & tcw vmosaais
75 wreUjua 3 Ego me refero ad illas {criptora wvoces, que jubent
inwocare Chriftum, quod eff el howorem divinitatis tribuere, &
plenum confolationis eff. Tas &' id'eas Tav G oS dasew z\{j d'1eLgo-
pels drplpes (v éiv v Ty gupgipe. i. €. < You lknow that 1 was
s« always alraid thefe Difputes about the Trinity would break
¢ out, fome time or other. Goop Gon! what Tragedies will
¢+ this Queftion raile among Pofterity, WWhether the Logos be a
¢ Subfiffence, or Perfon? Whether the Spirit be a Subfiflence,
ce or Perfon? 1 have recourfe to thofe Words of Scripture,
¢t which command me to worfhip Chrift, 1. e. to afcribe the
¢« Honor of Divinity to him, which is full of Confolation. But
« it is by no means expedient accurately to examine into the

¢¢ Tdeas of the Subfiltences, or Perfons, and of their Difterence.
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that Sciénce. He was likewife for fome time
Correltor of the Prefle at Lions, Beza * informs
us, that Calvin knew Servetus at Paris, and op-
pofed his Doétrine. The fame Author adds,
That Servetus, having agreed to ingage in a Dif-
pute with Calvin, upon a certain Day and a cer-
tain Hour, dared not appear in that Conference.

WHiLE Servetus was at Paris, his Book De
Trinitatis Erroribus was difperfed in Iraly 3 and very
much approved by many Iialians, who defigned
to forfake the Church of Rome. Melanchton being
informed of 1t, wrote a Letrer'r to the Senate of
Venice in the Year 1539, importing, That a Book
of Servetus, who had revived the Error of Panlus
Samofatenus, was handed about in their Country :
He befought them to ufe their utmoft Indeavors,
that the impious Errors of that Man might be
avoided, rejeted, and abhorred. It is not impro-
bable that Lzlius Socinus, Fauflus’s Uncle, and feve-
ral other Italians, took their Antitrinitarian Notions
from Servetus’s Book. ' That Phyfician, having
finithed his Studies at Paris, left that City, to go
and pracife Phyfic in fome other Places; which
he did two or three Years in a Town about
twelve Leagues Diftance from ZLiows; and then
at Vienme in Daupbine for the Space of ten or
twelve Years. I find very few Particulars relat-
ing to him, during that Time ; though he then
wrote {everal Letters to his Friends and Acquain-
tance. He was at Lions in the Year 1544, be-
fore he fettled at Vienne. And in Lions he corrected
the Proofs of a new Edition of Pagnin’s Latin Bible,
and added a Preface to it, under the Name of
Villa-novanus, from the Name of the Town where

he was born for in France he went under the
' B Name

* Hiftory of the Reformed Church of France, 7ul. 1. Paz. 14,
Antwerp, 158o0.
+ Melancht. Epift. Lib, 1. Ep. 1L
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Name of Villanewve.  Servetus alfo added fome mar=
ginal Notes to that Bible; of which we fhall
have Occafion to fpeak hereafter. Calvin* calls
them impertinent andimpious Notes; and fays,
That Servetus got 500 Livres from the Bookfeller
for his Pains, That Reformer kept a long Cor-
refpondence with Servetus, by way of Letters. He
informs us, T That he indeavored, by the Space of -
fixteen Years, to reclaim that Phyfician from his
Errors. Servetus wrote feveral Letters to Calvin
at Geneva, from Lions and Daupbine, and confulted
him about f{everal Points, Calvin fays, That Ser-
vetus fent him the three following Queftions from
Lions, and defired him to anfwer them. I. /#%be¢-
ther the Man Jelus, that was crucified, was the Son of
God ; and, What was the Reafon of bis Filiation?
11. Whether the Kingdom of Chrift #s in Men?
When may a Man enter into it and, When is be
regenerated ? 111, Whether Chriftian Baptilm ought to
be performed in Faith, like the Lord’s Supper ? and,
To what End thefe Things were inflituted in the New
Covenant 2 Calvin anfwered thefe Queries: But Ser-
vetus, far from being fatisfied with his Explications,
wrote him a fecond Letter, containing a Confuta-
tion of his Anfwers. Calvin, being very much
difpleafed at that Letter, made a fharp Reply,
as he himfelf § owns. Whereupon Servetus, who
was no lefle fiery than his Antagonift, grew very
angry with him. Cakvin fays, That this Difpute
occafioned the Hatred which Serverus conceived
for him ; and complains, | That zhat Heretic did
not ceafe from that Time to make Imprecations
againft him. But the Account of that bitter Re-

venge,

* Fidelis Expofit. Errorum Michaelis Serveti, {J'c. among
Calvin's Tf‘:ve::!agim! Tradts, Pag. 830. Geneva, 1576.
+ Ibid Pag.

§ Fidelis E.x;frqf i, Errorum Michaelis Serveti, &c. Pag. 327
| 26id. Pag. 835.
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venge, which Calvin took upon Servetus for his Ha-
tred and Imprecations, muft be defered to another
Paper.

B HEHIAR I B BB G B

Th¢e OLD WHIG, &

N° 153.  Thurfday, February g, 1737-8.

3 1 R,

N my Account of Serverus, 1 have intimated

that Calvin and he firft quarrelled in an Epif-
tolary Correfpondence. Servesus{enta MS. to Calvin
to have his Judgment about it, fix Years before
he was apprehended at Geneva 5 and, tho’ that Piece
was never printed, 1t was produced againft him
at his Trial. Such unfair Methods do Perfecutors
and Inquifitors commonly take! Calvin was fo in-
cenfed againft Servetus, that he could not forbear
reviling him in his Commentaries on the Bible ; *
for he calls him a preffigate Fellow, full of Pride,
the proudeft Knave of the Spanifb Nation, and a Dog,
Thefe Things he wrote, before Servetus came to
Geneva. It 1s faid, that there is at Paris an origi-
nal Letter of Calvin’s to Farrel, wrote 1546, which
was never printed ; and that he there intimates,
Servetus had wrote fuch intolerable Things, that
if he came to Geneva (as he, in his Letters,
had propofed to do) he would ufe his Power with
the Magiftrates, that he fhould not efcape without
lofing his Life. |
B2 SER-
* See Calvin ou John i. 1. 1563, and in other Editions,

+ See Varilla’s Hiftoire de I' Herefie, ad Ann. 1553, p. 350,
. Paris. 4t0. & Soberiava, p. 48, 49. of the Dutch Edition,

1694.
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SerVETUS (notwithftanding the bad Treatment
he had met with) continued in his own Opinions,
and boldly refolved to publifh a third Book againft
the Trinity, and {fome other Doctrines. That Book,
for which he was burnt at Geweva, came out at
Vienne in Dauphine, the begining of the Year 1553,
with the Tide of Chriflianifmi Refitutio, &c. Or
the Revival of Christianity, &c. That is the famous
Book, in which he, the firft of all the Phyficians,
mentioned the Circulation of the Blood.* He
printed one thoufand Copies, but moft of them
were burned, either at Pienne with the Author’s
Effigy, or at Francfort ; which is the Reafon why
that Book is fo very fearce. T  Servetus was neither
an Arian, nor a Photinian ; for he afferted not only
the Pre-exiftence of Chriff, but alfo that Chrisf is
not a Creature, nor a Being of a finite Power,
but true God, and that he ought to be wor-
fhiped as fuch; however, he is reckaned to have
exprefled himfelf fo confufedly, that it is not ealy
to have a clear Notion of his Doctrine. He calls
1t @ Myflery, unknown to the IWorld 5 but at the fame
time owns, that fuch as acknowlege Chrift to be
the Meffiab and the Son of God, only as be is a Man,
may attain to Salvation. He exprefles himfelf, on
all Occafions, with great Indignation againft the
Church of Rome, and takes it to be the Begft men-
tioned in the Revelation. 1 forbear to quote par-
ticular Paflages, becaufe I would not be tedious s
but there is fuch an Acrimony in them as'would
have incited the Roman Catholicks to put him to

Death, if he had not denied the Trinity.
Vuo’ the Chriftianifini Reflitutio was printed very
privately, and without Servesus’s Name, Calyin was
informed

* Ses Dr, Wotton concerning Antient and Modern Learning.
2. 229. Auno 1697.

+ There avas a Copy of that Beok 161 3, in the Library of
the Landgrave of Hefle Caffel, 5 ks
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informed that Servetus was the Author of it, and
had a Copy fent him. Whereupon he defired
one William Trie to write a Letter to Lions, in
March 1553, wherein Servetus was reprefented as
a very pernicious Man, ‘That Letter was accom-
panied with the Title Page, the Index, and the
firt Leaves of the Book. Servesus cnmplamﬂd of .
it, upon his Tral, at Gemeva; and faid, ¢ That
Calvin had fent thofe Sheets to Lions, to have
him arrefted and profecuted as an Heretic.”® About
a Fortnight after, Caluvin {fent, by the fame Man,
above twenty Latin Letters, which he had received
from Servetus, that he might be the better convicted
of his Herefy. Thefe Letters were mentioned in
the Sentence pronounced againft him, at Pienne,
Calvin fucceded in his Defign, Servetus was appre-
hended at Viemne, In the Begining of Jfune, by
- virtue of William Trie’s Letters, and Imprifoned ;
but ufed very well in his Confinement, which was
of but very fhort Continuance 3 for two Days after,
upon a Friday, about nine o’Clock in the Morn-
ing, Servetus afked the Jaylor for the Key of the
Houfe of Office, and made his Efcape thro’ it.
The Magiftrates being informed that he had run
away, met Fume 17, and condemned him o be
burned alive with a flow Fire, if he could be appre-
hended ; and in the mean time to be burned in
Effigy, with his Books. Accordingly, on the fame
Day, his Effigy being laid in a dung Cart, by the
Hands of the common Hangman, was carried to
the Place of -Execution, faftened to a Gibbet,
and burned, with five Bales of his Books, by the
faid Executioner.

I TuovcuT to have proceded to what hap-
pened to him at Gemeva, where he fuffered in
Perfon, and not in Effigy; but I find I cannot
give you a particular Relation of his remarkable
Trial, if ¥ fhould comprize it within the Compaﬂ‘?

o
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of this Paper. I would therefore conclude with
fuch Reflections as thefe. ¢ When Servesus was
¢ thus treated, it was a common Thing to burn
«¢ the Proteflants in France. ‘That very Year many
¢ of them {uffered Death, that the Popifh Religion
« might be defended againft the Progreffe of the
¢ Reformed.

Tantum Relligio potuit fuadere malorum ?

¢« An hiftorical Commentary on thefe Latin
¢« Words would be a very curious Work, and an
<« admirable Antidote againft Perfecution, Cruelty
<¢ is the diftinguithing Character of the Church of
<« Rome! Surely Protefiants, who have fo often and
<¢ {o feverely felt the dreadful Effeéts of that vio-
«¢ lent Spirit, and bitter Zeal for Religion ;—thofe,
¢ who have themfelves come out of that great
<< Tribulation, thould think themfelves in a more pe-
<< culiar Manner, obliged to exprefle their Abhor-
¢ rence of Perfecution, upon all Occafions, and in
<« every Kind and Degree. But it muft be
<t owned, in behalf of thofe perfecuting Proteftants,
<« about the Time of the Reformation, that their
<< Spirit of Perfecution was a Remainder of Popery,—
<« a pernicious Error, which they had imbibed in
<< the Church of Rome! She is, in a great Mea-
<« fure, anfwerable for the Execution of Servetus.
¢ If the Roman Catholicks had never put any Body
¢¢ to Death, on account of Religion, 1 am apt to
¢¢ believe Servetus would not then have been tried,
<< in a Protestant City. Calvin, and all the Ma-
£ Ei{’crates of Geneva, in the 1553, were born and
<< bred up in the Church of Rome. This is the
¢ beft Apology that can be made for them:
< For the Thing itfelf is, by no Means, to be vin-
¢« dicated ;—tho’ moft Parties, when in Power,
<« have fhewn too much Inclination to perfecute, in

| ¢ jome
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< foie Degree, théfe who could not think juft as
.t IhEY did.

¢« W e~ will this Unchriftian Spirit intirely ceafe!
¢« And Perfons in Power acknowlege Liberty to be
-« the Natural Right of thofe who differ from them,
¢ and of all Mankind ! —As freely and as heartily
<¢ 35 they would claim it for tbemfelves, were they
<s the Minority, and wanted that Indulgence,
¢« which they are commonly o loth to grant to
¢ others 7

ol Xol Lopitol Tottop Sob i Rofitel Tok Lol top teg Lo
The OLD WHIG, &%

N° 154. Thurfday, February 16, 1737-8.

Tantene animis caleflibus ire ? Vira.

Y

NOW fend you the remaining Part of the
Hiftory of Doltor Servetus. After he had
made his Efcape from Zzenne, he refolved to retire
into Naples, and to pra&ife Phyfic among his
Countrymen, who were fettled in that City. He
fet out to go by way of Gemeva, where he ar-
rived on Foot, having left off riding at the Place
where he lay the Night before. He lodged at
the Rofe-Inn, defigning to hire a Boat the next
Day, in order to go Zurich; and probably he
went to Italy, by way of Geneva, rather than by
‘that of Piedmont, in hopes that, if he was difco-
vered, the Proteflants would have been more mer-
ciful to him than the Papiffs. But he was very
much miftaken, if he expetted fuch Favor E Eﬁ}r
alvin
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Caluvin, being informed he was in Town, got 61
of the Magiftrates to apprehend him and put hi
in Prifon : He had about him g% Pieces of Gol
o Gold Chain weighing about twenty Crowns, ar
fix Gold Rings 5 all which he delivered to the Ja
lor, as I fuppofed he was obliged to do.. Whe
Cualvin had got him faft, he imployed one Nicbo/
de la Fontaine, his own Servant, fome fay his Cool
to commence a Perfecution againft Servesus, in @
der to bring him to a Trial. He exhibited thirt
eight Articles againft him; on which he defire
he fhould be examined ; moft of them were co
cerning his Opinions. Servetus readily confefle
himfelf Author of the Books afcribed to him, wh
ther printed or MS. They kept him in Prifol
in all, about five Months ; but his Trial begs
Auguft 14 3 after which he was frequently calle
to the Bar, before the Judges of that City
fometimes Day after Day, for feveral Days tog
ther, They raked into his whole Life ar
Actions, that they might multiply their Accw
tions ; and every time he appeared they common
laid new Things to his Charge ; but abufing Calx
was almoft always one of the Articles againft hit
L Fountaine at firft made himfelf a Prifoner, t
more effetually to convince the Judges that

was able to prove his Charge; but he w
releafed the fecond Day of his Trial, upon inga
ing to go on with the Profecution, Calvin’s Bi
ther being Security for him 3 after which one €
ladon alfo joined in the Accufation., The Articl
exhibited againft him, ran upon feveral Particula
They charged him with faying that Fudes was

fo fruitful as it bad been reprefenteds as if he I
thereby refleted on the Account which M
gives of its great Fruicfulneffe : Whereas moft 1}
vellers intimate, that it is now a barren Lal

tho’ it was formerly exceding fruicful, T3
charg
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chatzed him .with applying the 53d Chapter of
g&zfab to Cyrus, tho® he acknowleged the myftical
enfe concerned Chrisf, who is principally meant
in that Chapter. = Burt the chief Accufation againft
him was his Notions of the 7#inity (for he held that
Chriff in Scripture is never called the Som of Gua,
but only @s be is a Man; or that he was not the
Son of God from Eternity, but only from the
Time of his Incarnation) and his denying [nfant-
Baptifin. _

Auguft 21. Calvin came into Court, attended
with all the Minifters of Gemeva. That Reformer
and the Prifoner had a long Difpute about the true
Senfe of the Words Perfon and Hypofiafis. After the
Difpute was over, Calviz and his Arttendants went
away ; and the Judges allowed him to buy, at his
own Charge, fuch Books as he wanted, if they
could be had at, Geneva, or Lions ; he had likewiie
three or four Books, which Calvin had brought
and left with him; and finally they allowed him
Pen and Ink to write a Petition, as he defired ;
after which he wrote feveral Petitions to his Judges.
In the firft of them he thews, ¢ that no Man ought
¢ to be profecuted, before the Civil Magiftrate, for
¢¢ his Religious Opinions, unlefle he was guilty of
“¢ Sedition; or difturbing the Public Peace ;’—and
he beged of them very earneftly to allow him an As-
torney o plead his Caufe, becaufe he was a Foreigner,
and unacquainted with their Cuftoms; but that
was too great a Favor to be granted to an /-
retic !

Auguft 31. there came the Captain of the Royal
Palace at Vienne, with a Letter from fome of the
Magiftrates there, to the Magiftrates of Geneva,
in which they thanked them for informing them
that Servetus had been apprehended in that City 5
and they defired them to fend Lim back to Fienie,

that their Sentence might be exccuted upon him.
1 C When
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When Servetus was at the Bar, and the Cap<
tain came in, the Judges afked the Prifoner,
¢« Whether he would ftay at Geneva, or go back
¢ to Vienne, with the Jaylor that was come to fetch
¢ him?” Upon which he threw himfelf on the
Ground, and melting into Tears, he moft ear-’
neftly beged of his Judges, that they would not
fend him back, but try him at Geneva, and deal
with him as they fhould fee fit.—<¢ Here was a
¢ Scene that would have moved the Heart of
¢¢ almoft any Man but an Inguifitor ! a poor friend-
“ lefle, defticute Foreigner, taken up as he was pafl-
¢ {ing thro’ their City, where he had done them
¢¢ no Injury ;—and imprifoned, becaufe he was not
“¢ of the fame Opinion with them,—awith them (1 fay)
‘¢ who differed from the Majority, and had lately
¢¢ broke off from the Church of Romey and, when
‘¢ he was upon the Ground, at their Feet, all in
¢ Tears, beging earneftly for Protetion and
¢ Mercy ; their Zeal had no Ears, their Hearts
““ no Sympathy and Relenting ; they only kept
‘¢ him from returning to Ziemne ; that they might
““ have the Glory of burning him in Gemeva. Can
¢ mortal Men treat one another thus, and yet
¢ hope for Mercy from God ? ”—But I refrain!
tho” furely it is impoffible to read fuch Paflages
without weeping Eyes and a bleeding Heart!

Tue Jaylor returned to Viemne, and left Servetus
behind him, after he had got an Acteftation from
that miferable Wretch, that he had efcaped without
his Afiiftance.

September x. SErveTus refufed, out of Gene-
rofity, to name thofe who were in his Debt in
France, though he was much prefled to it; as|
thinking very probably that the Government
would feize on his Effects. On that Day Calvinl
appeared in Court again, and afterwards t}l]lei‘;

a
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had another Difpute in Writing, which was to- a3
little Purpofe as all the reft.
- September 15. SERVETUs prefented a Petition
to his Judges, beging they would make an End
of the Affair, and intimated, ¢¢ that he was eat
¢ up with Lice, that his Breeches were torn in
¢¢ Pieces, and that he had no other Pair, nor any
¢« other Doublet or Shirt, but a very forry one ;
and, in the Conclufion of that Petition, he defired
Calvin might be profecuted, as being- an wunjuft
Aecufer, and the Author of all his Miferies. In
another Petition, he concludes thus, ¢“ I beg of
¢ you, my Lords, to do me Fufice; Fustice,
¢ my Lords, Fufice. From your Prifoner at Ge-
‘¢ neva, September 22, 1553. Mickael Servetus plead-
““1ng his own Caufe.”” All the Petitions were
wrote in Fremch. 1 will give you the laft of
them intire, which runs thus;

Moagwnificent Lords,

“ It is now three Weeks fince I defired to
# have an Hearing, but could not obtain it. I be-
¢ feech you, for ChrifP’s Sake, not to deny me
“¢ what you would not deny a Tzrk, when I defire
¢ you to do me Fuflice. I have {feveral Things
“¢ to tell you that are very important and necel-
“fary. Asfor the Orders you gave, that fome- -
‘¢ thing fhould be done to keep me clean, they
““have not been performed, and I am more mi-
¢¢ ferable than ever. Befides, I am very much
‘< troubled with Cold, by reafon of my Cholick and
“ Rupture, which occafion fome other Miferies that
““Iam afhamed to write. Itis a great Picce of
“ Cruelty, that I fhould not be allowed to fpeak,
*“in order to fupply my Wants; for God’s Sake,
* my Lords, give fome Orders about it, either out

Co2 « of
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¢¢ of Compaffion, or out of Duty. From your
<¢ Prifon at Geneva, Qflober 10, 1553, '

Michael Servetus.,

Tur Magiftrates of Geneva (who were chiefly
directed and managed by Calviz, in the whole Af-
fair) got Letters from the Magiftrates or Minifters
of Zurich, Schafbaufen, Bafil and Berne, to autho-
rize and vindicate their Procedings.  When Calvin
had almoft accomplifhed his Defign, he wrote
a' Letter to Farrel, in which he fays, ¢ I hope
¢« Servetns will be condemned to Death ; bur 1
<« with the Severity of the Punifhment may be
¢¢ foftened.””—The common Cant of all Perfesutors
and  Inguifitors! who firft bring innocent Perfons
into Diftrefle, and when they have accomplifhed
their ' Ruine, and deliver up an Heretic Convitl, to
the civil Magiftrates, to be burnt alive,—defire
<< they would have Mercy upon him!” However,
Furrel in his Anfwer is for thewing no Favor ; but
fays, that Serverss deferved to die Ten thoufand
Deaths ; and intimates that the Judges would be

very cruel, and Enemies to Chrisf and his Churth,

if they did not procede, and make an Example
of him. Calvin glories in. it, that Bucer (tha’
otherwife a moderate Man) had faid in his Pulpig,
concerning Seyvetus, ¢ that he deferved to have his
¢« Entrails plucked out, and to be torn in Pleces.”
Budinger intimated, that the Magiftrates acted |
bravely, and that punifhing fuch obftinate Here-

tics was for the Glary of God. -
Ofiober 26. the Judges condemned the unhappy’
Serveius to be burng alive, the next Day, togethgr!
with all his Books, both printed and MS. andi
Beza doth not {cruple fay, That it was according: oy
the Opinion of all the Helvetian"Churches. Their Sen=
tence (after reckoning up the feveral Things alleged!
againft him) concludes thus,—¢¢ For this Caule, and!
¢¢ othersy
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< others, moving us thereto, defiring to clear the
¢¢ Church of fuch an Infecion, and to cut off fuch
< a rotten Member ; having confulted our Citizens,
s¢ and invoked the Name of God, to give a- right
¢ Judgment, fitting in the Place of our Anceftors;
¢¢ having God and_the Holy Scriptures before our
«¢ Eyes, faying, i the Name of the Father, and of
<< the Son, and of the Holy Ghoff 3 by this our defi-
< pitive Sentence, which we give in Writing, we
¢ condemn thee, Michael Servetus, to be bound
¢¢ and carried to the Place called Champel, and
¢¢ there to be faftened to a Stake, and burnt alive,
¢ with thy Books, both written with thine own
¢¢ Hand, and printed, till thy Body be reduced
¢ to Afhes. And thus thou fhalt end thy Days,
‘¢ to give an Example to others who would do
€< the like.”? |
¢« We command you, oxr Lfmrﬁmm to caufe
¢ our prefent Sentence to be put in Execution.”

Servetus had attempted feveral Times, during
his Trial, to have appealed to the Counfel of
Two Hundred ; who would, perhaps, have acquitted
him ; and one of the Judges propofed that, but
he was abufed by Calvin, who influenced moft of
the Judges, and carried Things very much as
he pleafed.

Oé?ﬂéer 27. being the Day appointed for his Ex-
ecution, he defired to fee Calvin two Hours before
he was burnt. Calvin went to him, accompanied with
two of the Magiftrates. Servesus beged his Pardon
for all the abufive Language he had ufed towards
him 5 but I do not fnd that Calvin beged his
Pardon ; ; tho’ he had ufed as fcurrilous Language
to Servetus, and bafely and treacheroufly procured
againft him the Sentence of Death. He did, in-
deed, fay (when Serverus beged his Pardon) that he
never thought of Revenging himfelf for the hard
Words Serverus had given him; and intimated,

that
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that he had ufed all gentle Methods to convince
him of his Errors, till he faw they were in vain,
Calvin likewife exhorted him to pray to God that he
would forgive him, for having attempted to pluck three |
Hypofiafes out of bis Subftance, &c. but Servetus con-
tinued fteddy in his Opinion ; and was not moved
by any Thing Calvin could fay.

ArTeER he was condemned to die, Calvin fays,
he fometimes appeared fpeechlefle, and without
any Motion, fometimes he fetched deep Sighs, and
at other Times again made great Lamentations,
like @ Madman ; crying out Mercy, Mercy, after the
Spanifb Way. When he came to the Stake, he
made no Speech to the People, nor fhewed any
Sign of relenting. It is very likely his Enemies
would not fuffer "him to fpeak to the People.
Champel, or Champey, a {fmall rifing Ground about
a Mufket-Shot from Geneva, was then the common |
Place of Execution, and the unfortunate Servertus

expired in the Flﬂmes, a Victim to the Refentment |
of Calvin, and the cruel Zeal of the Magiftrates |
of Geneva, and a'flagrant Inftance of the dread-
ful Tendency and horrible Confequences of Per--

fecution, whether found among Pﬁp ifts or Protef-
fants!

lTam, § I R,

Your affeliionate, bumble Servant,

CHARISTES;,



. ( 23)

The OLD WHIG, &..

N° 160. Tbﬁr;fday, March 30, 1738.

To the Author of the OLp WHIG,

¥ 17K,

Y SOME time ago gave you an Account of Ser-

vetus, and of the Treatment which he met
with from feveral of the Renowned Reformers. 1 would
now beg Leave to offer fome Remarks on the Con-
duét of his Adverfaries.

OnE of their Methods of hunting down Ser-
vetys and his Opinions, was by writing Letters,
founding an Alarm, and raifing a Pannic, in va-
'rious Countries, and among People that had
never read his Books, to excite them to con-
demn him unheard. They afcribed to him
wicked and dangerous Defigns, and reprefented him
as no Chriftian; nay, asan Atbeiff, becaule he did
not believe Christianity, according to their Interpre-
tation : (tho’ it muft be owned that Servetus was as
ready to call Names as any of his Adverfaries:—
So much did the Spirit of Popery and the Barbarity
of the preceding Age remain, even in Men, who
themfelves ftood in need of the Charity and Can-
dor of others!) they feized by Violence upon Ser-
vetus’s Books, and burned them as full of Blafphemy 5
whereas he and his Friends might, with as much
]luftice, have feized upon their Books, and burnt
{ them.

Tuey raked into his whole Life and Conver-
fation, as if his Opinions would have been the
lefle true and reafonable, if he had been found
to be an immoral Man, But, tho’ they could

not
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hot fix any great Immorality upon hﬁn, they
neverthelefle condemned him; fo that his Pices
would have aggravated his Herefy; but his Virzue
could be of no Service to him.

Avoruer moft wicked Method of blafting his
Reputation was, the mifreprefenting his Doltrne,
exprefling it in their own Words, and fixing ther
odious Confequences wpon bim. 1 mention this the ra-
ther, becaufe Bigots of all Parties commonly take
this Method, that they may reprefent their Ad-
verfaries Opinions in the moft odious Light. They
ought to have taken Servesus’s own Words, in or-
der to exprefle his Sentiments, and not have
charged him with feveral Things, which he ut-
terly difowned. However, they found fuch a Way
of treating him to be proper, in order to blacken
his Charatter, and incenfe the Pegple againft him,
But the ‘grand Source of their cruel Treatment
of Servetus was a tacit claiming to themfelves
(what the Church of Rome openly lays claim to,
that is) Infallibilizy. ~ If Cavlin and his Friends had
not fer themfelves up as Standards of Truth and Or-
thodoxy, what Pretence could they have had of pro-
fecuting Serveus for differing from them, and deli-
vering him over to the Flames as a Blafphemer
and Heretic Convié? ? It is true, they did not openly
declare for Infallibility. But it is evident, by their
Condué, they claimed as much Deference among
the Reformed Churches, as the Pope claimed among
the Papists. For, as the Latter declares, that he
is_always right, the Former were very pofitive zbey
awere mever wrong 3 and he muft be very fharp-
fghted, that can find out the Difference. The
Truth is, Calviz had no more Dominion over Serve-
tus’s Faith, than Serverus over his; and there-:
fore he fet out upon a wrong Suppofition. How=
ever, as Calvin was almoft adored by the Pﬂﬂp_'alé_

that were Prosefiants, as he had moft of thet
Magifs
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Magiftrates of Gemeva at his beck, and very great
Influence in other Cities and States; Servetus, a
poor Exile, could expeét no Favor. The claiming
Infallibility, without the Civil Power to back it, is
a mere Farce. But, when the Sword of the Ma-
giftrate is at the Service of an infallible Prieft, it
exalts him into a God, that (like Abloch) muft
be appeafed by the Blood of innocent Viétyms,
and 1tis hard to fatiate fuch a devouring Idol!

Axoruer fundamental Miftake, in the Per-
fecution of Servetus, was, ¢ that,"in Confequence
t¢ of their fuppoling they were certainly in the
¢¢ right themfelves, they thought it their Duty to
¢ call in the Secular Arm; and that Magiftrates,
¢ had a Power given them from God, to inter-
“ meddle with Religious Affairs, and punith Men
t¢ for differing in their Opinions from the Greaz or
¢ the Many.”> They did not duly confider that,
by this Argument the Prosgflants, who were many
of them that very Year burned in France, {uffered
juftly, and that they furnifthed the Papifis with an
invincible Argument againft themfelves, wherever
the Proteflants were in their Power, Nay, Calvin
went further, when he incited the Magiftrates of
Vienmne (who were Papifis) to apprehend Servetus,
and burn him, becaufe of his Opinions; they
would have done as much for Calvin, if they had
catched him. And, according to his own Sen-
timents, he could have had nothing juftly to have
objected againft them. But the Truth is, ¢¢ tho® the
Magiftrate hath a Right to punifh all fuch as dif-
turb the Peace of Society, yet he hath no Right
to punith peaceable Members of Society, whatever
their Religious Opinions be.”” Religion fhould ever
be carefully feparated from Civil Government;
-though' ignorant, bigoted, and interefted Men
have ‘generally been for mixing and confounding

them, in order to fupport themfelves in Wcaltg
a4l
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and Power. Religion lies between God and a
Man’s own Conicience ; and the Magiftrate ought
to protet every one, in his Right of choofing his
own Religion, of profefling it publicly, and wor-
fhiping in his own Way, without any Danger
from his fo doing. And it ought to be remem-
bred, in Honor of Servetus, that he fo well under-
ftood the Rights of Confeience, as to declare ex-
prefly, ¢ That the Sword of the Magiftrate ought
““ not to be made ufe of, in Matters of Religion.”
—Which the celebrated Mr. Locke, and others,
have, fince that, abundantly fhewn to be truely
Reafonable and Chriftian.

It has been the common Method of Perfecu-
tors and Inquifitors, in fuch Cafes, to deveft them-
felves of all Humanity, and mix their own private
Refentments with their Zea/ for Orthodoxy. Had
Servetus paid a profound Submiffion to Calvin and
his Friends, as Palentinus Gentilis did, who was af-
terwards imprifoned at Geneva, for Herefy, he would
have efcaped with his Life, as well as the other.
But to confult fuch great Doffors about their Opi-
nions, and yet dare to differ from them, and to
write againft them, was not to be indured. Nay,
Calvin intimates ¢ thar, if he had behaved with
any Modelty, he fhould have been fpared 5 but
Serverus would not acknowlege himfelf convinced,
before he was really convinced, and therefore he
fell a Sacrifice to the Refentments of his Perfecu-
fors 3 who, being refolved upon his Deftruétion,
produced private Letters, betrayed the Secrets of
Friendthip, and fcrupled no Method to bring him
to Ruine ; for there is no Faith to be kept with Heretics
and betraying Secrets, and violating Friendfhip,
and a thoufand other Things, which are wicked
in themfelves, immediately become wirtuous, pious,
landable, and excellent, when Zealots are to contend

for
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for the Faith, and fupport their own infaliible
Syftems,

His Profecutor was allowed Counfel; but Ser
‘wetus, tho® a Foreigner, and a Stranger to their
 Methods of Proceding, was an Heretic 5 and there-
 fore he muft have no Favor thewn him, nor even
common  Juftice. Malefactors can generally have
'in Prifon what may render their Confinement
'more eafy, as long as they themfelves can pay
for it; but Servetus muft. be ftarved, amidft Cold
and Naftinefle ; and their Christian C%m:zfzg' denied
him the common Favors which are due to all
Mankind. What a favage thing is Perfecution!
that can transform Men into Bruftes, or Devils,
and make them deaf to the Cries of the Mife-
rable, in the moft exquifite Diftrefle ? St. Pau/ fays,
that of Faith, Hope, and C'f’mrff}, thefe three
Chriftian Vircues, the greateff of thefe is Charity.
But they were of a different Opinion from St.
Paul,, and therefore they exalted Faith above Cha-
rity, and broke the Chriftian Laws, to promote
the Glory of God, and drive Herefy out of the
Chriftian Church, They got a Number of Hands
from the neighboring Smes, to fupport and vin-
dicate the Sentence, which they were going to
pafle ; but neither Power nor Mulutudes can
make Wrong to be Richt 5 and a few may, in fome
afes, hold the Truth, when Error prevails both
mong the Grear and the Many. '
It would have given me a ‘moft exquifite Plea-
ure, to have found the great Reformer, Calvin, .
nftead of apprehending Servetus in GE?EE"’J:‘?, to
ave got him his Liberty, after he had been
jultly apprehended by others, and to have ufed
iim, in the fame friendly and beneficent Manner,
at he could have withed to have been treated
rimfelf, if he had fallen into the Hands of Pa-
#fis, or other Perfecutors. Calvin, being a Man
j D2 of
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of great Parts, might have made as good a Dif-
courfe as he was able, before Servesus and all the
Magiftrates of Geweva, ¢ in order to have fhewn
<« how contrary Servetus’s Notions were to Reafon
<« and Holy Scripure; and ought to have exerted
<< all his Eloquence, in pointing out the Abfurdity of
< Perfecution, for any Religious Opinion whatever.
<« If he had treated that Phyfician with fuch Hu-
¢ manity, it would have been the moft likely
<« Way to have induced him to liften to what he
¢¢ had to offer; and, tho’ Calvin had not fucceded
¢ in bring over his Adverfary, he might never-
<¢ theleffe have convinced him of his Chriflian Cha-
< yity and fincere good Wifhes ; and fhewn, that
¢ (tho® Serverus’s Arguments were many of them
<« obfcure, and fuch as he could not fece the Force
“of; yet) he retained a fincere Good-will ta
¢ his Perfon, and would recommend it to him to
¢« examine his Opinions over again, to abftain
« from all unbecoming Expreflions, and to take
¢¢ Care, left he fhould be tranfported with a vio-
<« lent and indifcreet Zeal ;—that Almighty God
<¢ had been very propitious to him, in not permit-
< ting him to fall a Sacrifice into the Hands of
<< Papifis ; who were then drunk with the Blood of
<< fo.many of the Saints and Martyrs of Fefus :—That
¢ for his part he abhorred Perjecution, in all the
<« Kinds and Degrees of it ;—and that he treated
< Serverus with Humanity, and preferved him
<« out of Chriftian Charity ; which was doing, as he,
¢ in a like Cafe, would have defired to be done
‘¢ to him ;—that he was glad to {fee him in a Prote- |
s« lamt City, where Liberty of Confcience was daily ]
¢« gaining Ground ; and among true Chriftians,;
¢« who did net defire the Death of a Sinner, but raiber|
< that be fhould turn and live: That, if he plealed to,
< tarry with them, they would ufe him with Hu-
¢¢ manity, and indeavor to protect him frc:n'k;t_hg

10~
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s¢ Violence of his and their common Enemies,
¢ the Votaries of the Church of Reme ;—Dbut, if he
s¢ pleafed to go elfewhere, they would leave him
¢ intirely at his Liberty 3 and would rejoice
¢ in his Welfare, as a Fellow-Creature and Bro-
¢ ther Chrifiian, tho’ he differed in fome of his
¢¢ Sentiments from them.” Inftead of writing for
Perfecution, and to prove that the Magifirates ought
to put Heretics to Death, (as Calvin has done) I
fhould have been much pleafed to find a Speech,
like that above, among the Works of that Great
Man.

Tue Execution of Servetus made a great Noife,
not only among the moderate Proteflants, but even
among the Roman .Catholics. ‘The former ex-
claimed againft Calvin, as being the Author of Ser-
vetus’s Death 3 and indeed every Body imputed to
him what the Magiftrates of Gereve had done in
that Affair ;—his Influence was fo great in that
City, and his Enmity to Servetus {o very flagrant!
The Clamor, raifed againft him on that Occafion,
forced him to write in Defence of Perfecusion.—
However, all were not of his Mind; and it is
greatly to the Honor of the Proteffants, that
there were many, even at that Day, who {o loudly
condemned Perfecution, and attacked even one of
Calvin’s great Charaéter, for acting fo contrary to
the Rules of 7ight Reafon and of Christianity. ‘This
was a moft cruel Act, and diretly repugnant to
the gentle, the humble, the charitable Spirit of
Chrift s—buc perfectly agreeable to the Temper of
fome Men, whom 1 will not name, nor defcribe
any further than to fay, ¢ That they are for hunt-
ing down all who dare to differ in Opinion from
them.” The bigoted Papifis would, no doubt,
plead that Inftance of Serverus, as a Defence of
their burning the Proteftants ; and what Refletions
the more moderate Roman Catholics made upon it,

)
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may be feen in Father Paul’s Hiflory of the Council
o Trent, pag. 387. with whofe Words I fhall con- -

clude.’
“Onve Hundred Seventy-fix Perfons of Quality
““ were burned that Year for Religion, [that is

<< in England, under 102 Popifh Queen Mary, ] befides

““ many of the common People.—Many were alfo
‘¢ at the fame Time burned in France, for Religion 5

““ not without the Indignation of honeft Men ;
¢ who knew that the Diligence ufed againft thofe
““ poor People was not for Piety, or Religion, but
““ to fatisfy the Covetoufneffe of Diana Valentina, the
““ King’s Misirefe, to whom he had ‘given all the
¢¢ Confifcation of Goods, made in the Kingdom, for
“ the Caufe of Herefy. It was wondered alfo, that
“ thofe of the New Reformation thould meddle with
¢ Blood, for the Caufe of Religion.  For Michael
“ Servetus, of Terragona, made a Divire of a Phyfi-
¢¢ cian, renewing the old Opinion of Paulus Same-
¢ Jatenus, and Marcellus Ancivanus, [that the Word
““ of God was not a Thing fubfifting, and therefore
““ that Chriff was a pure Man,] was put to Death
“ for it in Geneva, by Counfel of the Minifters of
<« Zuric, Berne, and Schaffbauffen : And Fobu Calvin,
¢ who was blamed for it by many, wrote a Book,
“ defending that the Magiftrate may punifp Heretics
““ with Loffe of Life : Which Docrine, being drawn
“¢ to divers Senfes, as it is underftood mere ftrictly,
¢ or more largely, or as the Name of Heretic is
¢ taken diverily, may fometime do hurt to him,
*“ whom* another Time it has helped.”

St

I am

Your affeilionate, bumble Servant,

CHARISTES, °










