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8 Dr. NELIGAN on Flruptive Diseases of the Skin.

in which matter was formed. The sores when touched bled
freely, and they were very angry and ill-conditioned in their
appearance. I persevered in your treatment for three months,
and derived the greatest benefit from it. Under the influence
of the tepid bath, and the alterative remedy prescribed by you,
the disease has vanished from my body, save from the calves
of the legs; but there the character of the affection has ma-
terially altered. Sound portions of skin have insulated them-
selves in the midst of what was a mass of leprous irritation,
troublesome to myself, and unsightly in the extreme.

“I bandage the parts with old linen, take a warm bath at
about 92° every week, and continue the use of your medicine.
Mine is a very inveterate case, of more than twenty years' stand-
ing. I have tried several remedies, but the only two that were
fairly persevered in are the mercurial and your’s.

] will not, therefore, comment on the others, as I cannot
say what they might have done; but of the two above alluded
to I prefer your's, because I think the effect more permanent,
and purchased at a less risk.

“If mercury had driven the disease out of the constitution,
I would have been cured, but it did not. Your plan of treat-
ment, mild and simple, will always keep the disease down
without the unpleasant necessity of having recourse to mercu-
rials.”

The plan of treatment which 1 preseribed for this gentle-
man consisted in the administration of five grains of iodide
of potassium, dissolved in two ounces of a decoction of the
fresh inner bark of the elm, taken every night at bed-time,
and the employment of a fresh-water bath at the tempe-
rature of 92° F., at first three times, and afterwards twice
weekly. In his case it is probable that the arsenical prepara-
tions might have acted equally beneficially, but he had an in-
superable objection to take arsenic in any form; and from my
previous experience of the good effects of the iodide of potas-
sium in many cases where arsenic failed to cure the disease, I



























