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Advertifement.
Y Efterday came to my Hands a Reply to

this Narmiwe and to prevent a
great Maftake, wnto wbtcb the Reader may
be likely to ﬁdl I declare to the World, that
1 who awrit this Cafe of Mys. Clark had
not, direClly or andireclly, the leaft Hand in
writing or publifhing the Anfwer to1t, bow
ﬂaﬂf 1ble _/{;uw;“ tbc Grounds may appear
that 1 my [elf was the Author of .
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Mrs. CLARK's
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L& HE unjuftifiable Treatment
: T@% of this worthy Lady as a
Gegna Lunatick, having made f{o
%9 much Notfe in the Town,
perfuade my f{elf, that this impar-
il and concife Account of the Mat-
- of Faé&t, as well as the Obferva-
ms made upon it, will not be un-
ceptable to the Publick.

Mrs. Clark, a Gentlewoman of Se-
nty Three Yearsof Age, was look’d
jon as Diftratted by her Relations,
d were confirm’d in their Opin~-
' the Judgment of Four P*
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who were defird to vifit her: Th
Sentence being paft upon her Unde
ftanding, {he was manag’'d with all tk
Rigour and grievous Severities, whic
arc employ’d for the Recovery of th
moft outragious Madmen ; her Doo:
were fecur’d by hir'd Porters, he
Goods fent away, her Money feiz’
her Servants turn’d out, and her Friend
deny’d to fee her. Upon Complan
made to the Lord Chief - juftice Farke
the Cafe was heard before him, and uy
on the Credit of Dr. M-, Dr. Fr--
- Sir Ed---d Turner the Lady’s Brothe|
and Mrs. Turmer her Niece, his Lorg
thip did not think fit to enlarge her.
Five Days after, Sir 1bomas Clarg
a Jultice of Peace, 1in great Compai
fion to her, refcu’d her by Force, an
convey’d her to the Houle of one .
her Relations. The Day following
appeared before the Lord Chief [
ftice, and the Cafe was re-heard ; an|
then, upon the Opinion of Three othi
difinterefted Phyficians, who teftify
e was of a fober Mind, whj
T+
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hey made good by many convincing
Jircumftances ; and upon her own
tving a long, but coherent and moving
ccount of the whole Cafe, and her

arbarous Ufage; my Lord, having or-
ered that the fhould be fet at Liberty,

nd that her Houfe and Goods fhould
reftor’d, feverely reprimanded her
elations for their difhonourable Be-
aviour in this Affair; in the mean time
e atted tenderly with refpect to the
Credit of the Doctors, one of whom has
the Honour to be his Lordfhip’s own
Phyfician. |
N. B. The T.ord Chief Juftice put
to Mrs. Clark the Affidavits of the Phy-
ficians, upon which they grounded their
Judgments of her Madnefs ; all which
Paflages of Words and A&ions {he well
emembered, gave a rational Account
f them, and fhew’d plainly, that
hey were vilely turned againft her.
One Phyfician’s Depolfition was this,
hat the fancied fhe had fwallow’d Glafs,
hich was Matter of Fa&, but it was by
Accident, as it was fully provd at the
Hearing. B Dr.
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Dr. M—, to prove her Madnef,
depos’d, that fhe held him by Force;
the fame Perfon carry’d Dr. Hales the:
Phyfician of Bedlam to Mrs, Clark, andl
thefe two vifited the Lady after the was:
confin’d.

Now, it being fuppos’d that this Nar--
rative contains the true State of the Cafe,,
the following Obfervations naturally a~
rife from it. it
- It muft be acknowledg’d by all im--
partial Judges, that the Proceedings of!
the Dotors, as well as of the Relati--
ons, againft Mrs. Clark, {upported by’
fuch weak and unconvincing Evidence,,
as does not deferve a ferious Confuta-
tion, were unwarrantable and cruel..
There 1s no doubt but by various un-
worthy Pretences, fome avaricious or'
indigent Practicers havefometimes pick’d
the Peopie’s Pockets of their Money ;
but that any fhould take the High-way
of Phyfick, compell Men to deliver their
Reafon, and rob them of their Wits in
fuch a notortous Manner, 1s perhaps as

unprecedented as 1t 1s Criminal.  If
{uchi
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fuch licentious Praétices thould prevail,
what can we expet, but that a terrible
Perfecution may foon be fet on Foot by
the violent Inquifitors of Moorfields, who
upon the moit {lender and inconclufive
Suggeftions, may fend out their inhu-
mane Officers to feize, confine and tor-
ture any Perfons, whofe Underftandings
they fhall pretend are fallen to decay,
or who upon the flighteft Grounds, and
from difhonourable Views, are by near
Relations informed againft as frantick
Hereticks, and Apoftates from natural.
Light and common Senfe.

It is an Inftance of great Oppreflion
and Inhumanity for the Dottors, upon
fuch infignificant and frivolous Allegati-
lons as were brought againft Mrs. Clark,
to take away her Liberty and treat her
with Violence, as a Diftracted Perfon ;
for if upon account of fome Singularity
in Manners, any peculiar Oddnefs of
Temper, or whimfical Caprice, which
however did not appear in this Cafe,
Perfons may be taken up by the Lictors
and Apparitorsof Bedlam,may be chain’d,

11m-
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imprifon’d, and treated with the fharp-
eft Difcipline, while they are left as
much without Remedy-as the unhappy
Outlaws of that Place ; who does not {ee
that a vaft Part of this Nation, fo much
acquainted with the Effelts of the Spleen
and Hyfterical Pafhons, may by their
defigning Kindred be prov’d guilty of
incoherent Difcourfes, improper Excur-
fions, and 1inconftant ‘l'emper, and
thereupon be condemn’d as Lunaticks,
and manag’d as fuch? Should {uch Evi-
dence, 1 fay, be allow’d, what would
become of the numerous Family of Co-
quets, and the not inferior Race of Im-
pertinents, Fops and Coxcombs; and
how would fome of our greateft Wits.
themfelves fave their thin Partitions from |
being broken down, and preferve their
lil-fenced Inclofures from being laid in
common with the Territories of Bedlam?
And further, it thefe unwarrantable Pro-
ceedings are connived at, half our Houfes
may be fhut up, and become the Prifonsi
of the Inhabitants, with whom all Com
merce and Converfation muft be forgid
cn
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den, while the Plague of Diftrattion
would be rife and umiverfal, and Keep-
ers would be wanting to attend the Lu-
naticks.

This Way of Proceedmg without
Proof, and treating pretended Madmen
with che and Cruelty, 1s indeed as an
effectual Way tomake a fober Man mad,
as to cure one that is fo ; and this Ad-
vantage {uch Dottors will have, that
thofe whom they did not find, they
will make Lunaticks, and then the {ub-
fequent Marks of Diftraction fhall be al-
ledg’d to back and juftify the fisft unrea-
{fonable Charge.

Could it be fuppos’d that the other
Members of the learned Body of Phyfi-
cians fhould act with equal Rafhnefs and
Indiftin¢tion in refpet of the Patients of
this Species, it muft be allowd that
‘there would be more than one College
of difturb’d Minds in this City.

- But why were not gentle Methods
prefcrib’d by the Dottors at firft to re-
duce this pretended Lunatick, before

ALY ! they




they came to Extremity? Why did
they not dire¢t Afs’s Milk and Crabs
Claws, fo much in Fafhion, not on~
ly in the greateft chronical Diftempers,
but all inflamatory and malignant Fea-
vers? 1 do not know whether thefe
powerful Remedies have been yet direct~
ed in Apoplexies, and for Prevention of
fuddain Death : But I am inform’d there:
is a Diflertation - ready for the Prefs, in
which they are recommended to be us’d
in Clyfters, inftead of Cow’s Milk and
Sugar, for the cure of the moft inveterate
and obftinate Difeafes ; whence it ap-
pears, that the Milk of the Afs and
the Claws of the Crab are endow’d
with as great Variety of Wonder-
working Vertues, as the Prayer ad-
dres'd to the Virgin Mary for Women
in Labour, which was form’d and print- -
ed fome Years ago in Frauce, to which
as a Poftfcript was added, And thes
Prayer is likewife good for Feavers and
Thunder.  Now why, 1 fay, were not
thefe eafy, generous and pleafant Me-

| . dicines
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icines firft try’d, before thofe A&s of
orce and Cruelty were infifted on'2
- It has been alledg’d that this Gen-
lewoman appear’d diforder’d in her
ind, from her Religious Difpofition
1d frequent Strains of Devotion. Such
ualities are indeed, m the Opinion of
ome Phyficians, an evident Mark of a
diftemper’d Head, who attribute all
Eeligious Principles and devout Paffions
0 an exorbitant Melancholly, over-
agitated Spirits, and {plenetick Imagi-
hation.  But it did not appear that this
sentlewoman’s Piety was Enthufiaftick,
or by any Means inconfiftent with a
ouud and undifturb’d Mind ; nor was
here more Ground to believe that her
Reafon was overturn’d by too much Re-
igion, than that the ]ﬁj'élculties of the
Joctors were prejudic’d by too much
_earning.

N. B. This Lady’s Relations, as
vell as the Phyficians, do ftill perfift in
leclaring not only that fhe was mad,.

ut that fhe ftill continues fo ; and the
firft




ﬁrﬁ: give. this, out” a§ an Anf |
retupning Bank ills of whicli
were taken: from heér : T;I;re hyfic

by this are athamed to own they w
miftaken, or which isthe modefteft Way
to getoff, impos’d uponby the Relations,
whlch fhews -too: pl,amly thattt was a
downught"Confplracy 9 o
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