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INTRODUCTION.

JHIS Remarkable Prophecy has
& been carefully Revifed, Cor-
reted, and Improved ; allo fome
Account given of our Author Ro-
bert Nixon, who was but a Kingd
of Ideot, and ufed to be employed
in . following the Plough,. He had
lived in fome Farmers Families,
and. was their Drudge and their
Jtﬂ:ﬂ;.L At lalt Thomas Cholmondley,
of 7ale-Royal, Eflq; took him into
his 'Houfe, and he lived there when
he compofed this Prophecy, which he
dlﬁﬁ_fiﬁ'eiﬂt_:cll ‘with as much Gravity and
Solejr'}nn'itjrfgs if he had been an Oracle;
and it was obferved, that though the
Fool was a Drivler, and could not
7 A 2 {peak
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{peak Common Senfe when he was
uninipired ;- yet in delivering his Pro-
phecies he fpoke plainly and ernﬁb‘ly s
how truly will be thewn in the follow-
11g Pages. o | T OIA

As 't the Credit of this Prophecy

I dare fay it is as well attefted as.an

of Noffradamus’s oo Merlin’s, and has
come to pafs as well as .the beft of
Squire Bickerflaff’s: The latter, the
greateft Prophet of the laft Centuryi.
Now, I would not have any Body
laugh at it merely becaufe it is a
Prophecy. Some ungodly People thmk
there has been no Witch fince the
Witch of Exndor, nor no Prophet fince
Malach:; but it i plain enough, that
Great Men bhave in .all Ages had
Recourfe to Prophecy as well as the
Vulgar. Fortune-telling is in the Low
Kind of Prophecy and yet thofe
‘Minor Prophets, the Fortune-tellers,
have many Advocates to argue, and,

if
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if you pleafe, to prove the Truth and
Importance of their Predictions. -Not
to give Inftances out of Ancient Hil-
tory of the Wonders performed by
Englifb, Scots, and Irifb Prophets;
the moft Modern Story furnithes us
with Examples of the greateft Mo-
narchsthat have recdived Comfortfrom
the Ast of Sovrhfaying.. 1 would not
~haveall grave Perfons defpife the 'nipir-
-ations of Nixon. Thelate FrenchKing
gave Audience toan iofpired’ Farrier,
and rewarded him with an Hundred
Piftoles for his prophetical Intelligence;
though, by what I can learn, he did
not come near our Nivoz for Gifts.

The Chefhire Prophecy has fo many
Oddnefles in it, that I am fure the
Reader will be glad to fee a Thing
which is as well known in that County-
Palatine, as Mother Shipton’s in Yori-
Jhire. 'The Simplicity, the Cireum-
ftances, and Hiftory of it are f6

A 3 Re-
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proceed fo far as a Toawn in Chefhire; but a
Miller, named Peter, (hall be born avith 1wo
Heels on one Foot, and at that Time living in a
Mill of Mr. Cholmondley’s, ke jball be In-
Srumental in delivering the Nation. The Per-
fon wbho then governs the Nation will be in
Trouble, and [culk about: The Invading King
Shall be killed, laid a-crofs a Horfe's Back like
a Calf, andled in Triumph. The Miller hav-
ing keen Inflrumental in it, [ball bring forth the
Perfon that then geverns the ng#gm, and be
kuwighted for what he bas done ;- and after that
England /fhall fee happy Days. A young new
Set of Men of wvirtuous Manners [hall come,
who fhall profper and make a F. !aurg/b:ﬂg
Church for Two Hundred Years. |

As a Token of the Truth of all this, a Wall
of Mr. Cholmondley’s /ball fall: If it fall
downwards, the Church fhall be opprefled, and
rife no more 5 but if wpwards, mext the rifing
Hill on the Side of it, then it ﬂm?l Saurifh again.
Under this Wall ﬁa[l be found the Bane.r qf a
Br:tfﬁ K}ﬁ

A Pond /ijz’ ran aith Blood three Da 2y, ﬂﬁd
1he Crofs-Stone Pillar in the Farelt fink fo low
mto the Ground, that a Crow from the Tcg&
of it Jhall drink. of the befl. Bload
England. | |

A Boy fhall be born with three Thumbs,
and fhall flrm’d three Kings Horfes, while

England
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ngland fhall rbree Times be Won and Lofi
'E}z am;' chy | |

1o he Ongmal rna.y be feen in feveral Fa-
nuhes in that County, and is particularly in
the Hand; of Mr. Egerton, of Olton, with
many ‘other Remarkables; as, that Pecﬁrfan

d-Ml‘il ‘fhould be rcmoved to Ludditon
T-h ; that there thould be fo greata Slaugh-
ter of ‘Men, that Horfes faddled ﬂmuld run
about till their Girths rotted away. But this
is {ufficient to prove Nixon as great a Prophet

as Paf:tr:dge, and we fhall give other, Proofs
Uf it before we have done with him.

"1 know your Prophets are generally for
Raw-Head and Bloody-Bones, and therefore
do not mind it much ; or I might add, that
Olton-Mill {hall be driven with Blﬂod inftead
of Water. But thefe Soothfayers are great
'Butchers, and cvery Hall is with thcm a
Slaughter-Houfe.

Now as for Authﬂrltms to prove this Pra-
phecy to be genuine, and how it has been
hitherto accomplifhed, I might refer myfelf
to the whole County of Che/hire, where it i
in eyery one’s Mouth, and has been fo thefe
forty Years. As much as I have of the Ma-
nuﬁ‘:npt was fent me by a Perfon of Senfe
and Veracity, as little given to Vifionsasany
Bod’y For my own Part, Ibuild nothing Ep

- this

dils 'y
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this or any c}ther Prophec only there is
fomething fo very odd in the Story, and fo
pat in the wording of it, thatI cannot help
giving it as I found it.

‘The Family of the Cba!mandz’qys is very an-
cient in thisCounty, and takes its Namc from
a Place' fo called near Nantwich; ther‘e are
alfo Cholniton-and Cholmondefton ; bul; the Sﬂat
of that Branch of the Family, which kept our
~ Prophet Nixon, is at Vale-Royal, on the River
Wever in de la Mere Foreft. It was former-
ly an Abbey founded by Edward I. and
came to the Cholmondleys from the famous
Family of the Hm’crqﬁ‘: When Nixon pro-
pheﬁed this Family was near being extinct,
the Heir having married Sir /7alter St. John's
Da'ughter, a Lady not cfteemed very.youn
who notwithftanding being with Chxlﬂ, fe %)1
in Labour, and continued fu for fome Da}rs,.
(During which Time an Eagle fet upon the
Houfe Top, and flew away when fhe was
delivered, which proved to be of a Son. )

A Rayen is alfo kngwn o have built in a
Stone Lion’s Muuth, in the $téc le of, th{:
Church of Owver in the Faref’r, of de la Mere.
Not long before the- Abdication of. 1?‘ ng
_fame:, the Wall fpoken of feIl down and fcll

upwards ; and in removing the  Rubbifh,
were found the Bones of a Man'of more than
ordinary-Size." A Pond at’the fame TFime
ran
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ran with Water that had a reddifth Tinure,
and was never known, to have done ﬁ:: bc:fnrc
or fince: ., . - 8730,

Haqa" er@& ;n thc Fw* oA, whmh in thc

}'_}1 iof . Man was feveral Foot high, is,

now thhm half . a. Foot; of ,the,
Ground. -

In the P,a{1 ,gf Bz;dwaﬁ&,la qu was btarn
a]apu;:c,: tee Y,earg a(gomlththchhumbs 3
the Youth 1 a ill living there, and the Miller.
Peter lives in .Naggzrg/}urg Mills in Expecta-
tion of fulfillinghis Prophecyonthe Pf:rfon of
Perkin: He hath alfotwo Heels on one Foot,
but I find he ficaes not intend to make ufe of
them, for he, is a bold Briten, and a loyal
Su[:gc tp,Klqg.fGEORGE zealous for the.
Proteftant Succeflion in the illuftrious Houfe.

. Ha#awr ‘'has a Vote for the nghts of the
ire, land,pﬁvf:r fails to. give it on: the right:
ide ; ,in 3 word, Pfier will prate or box,
fbr the. good Caufe that' Nzxon has lifted him
in, . and if he does not do the Bufinefs, this
muft be faid qf him, that no Man will bid
fairer for ; it; which the Lady Egerton was fo-
aypgehﬂqﬁvc of; that wifthing well to another,
Reftoration; the often inftigated her Hufband:
to turn him out of the Mill; but he looked;
u‘ponlrt,as a,,,Whlmfy and fa Pf.z'er ﬁﬂl'ﬂﬂﬂ— .
tinues. 'l;hnare,.E n hopes of being as, gooc} a.
nght as Sir, Pb;fab his Landlord Was, &

\s 1'1».
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Of this Pefer T have been told that the
Lady Narcliff, of Chelfea, ‘and the Lady St
jfabﬁ, of Batterfea, have often been heard to
talk, and that they both’ aﬁ'erted the Truth_
of our Prophecy “and ‘its Accumﬁhﬂiment,
with Particulars that are moré extraordinary
than any I have yet mentioned. The Noife'
of Nixon's' Preditions rcaching the ‘Ears of
King JAmes the E:g’l; he wounld ‘needs fee
this Fool, who cried ahid made ado that hc
might not go o Court; and the Reafon that
he gave was, That b ﬂratdd be flarved. (A
very whimfical Fancy of his:’ Courts are not
Places where’ Pmple ufe to ﬁ*arvc* 1}11‘; W‘h*ed
they once come there, Whatever they did be-
fore.) The King bcmg inforined of Nﬂc‘é}:"s
refufing to come, faid he would' take parti-
cular Care that hefhould not beﬁarvﬁtr ah&:'
ordered him to be brought up. Nixos cri
out, be was fent for agamn; and foon after 1:}11:_
Meflenger arrived, who' brought him' up.
from Chefbire. How, or whether he pro-' |
oheficd to his' Majefty, no Body ‘can tell ;-
but he is not the firft Fool that has maide a’
good Court Prophet. ' That Nixon might be
well pmvrdcd for, ’tw‘dﬂ Urdéﬂdfhe fhould
be kept in the K1tchen, ' where he gréw {o
troublefome in licking'and fptckmg'the Meat,"
that the Cooks locked him up in-a Hole, :ind
the King going on a fudden from Pﬁzmgﬂ-

urs
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Court to London, they forgot the Fool in the

Hurry, and he was really ftarved to death.
There are a great many Paffages of this
Fool-Prophet’s Life and Sayings tranfmitted
by Tradition from Father to Son in this
County Palatine ; as thatwhen he lived with
a Farmer, before he was taken into Mr.
Cholmondley’s Family, he goared an Ox fo
cruelly, that one of thé¢ Ploughmen threaten
ed to beat him for abufing his Mafter’s Beatt.
Nixon faid, My Mafler's Beaft will not be his
three Days. A Life in an Eftate dropping
in that Time, the Lord of the Manor took the
fame Ox for an Herriot. This Account, as
whimfical and romantic as it 1s, was told to
the Lady Cowper in the Year 1670, by Dr.
Patrick, late Bithop of Ely, then Chaplain
to Sir #alter St. fohns and that Lady had
the following farther Particulars, relating to
this Prophecy, and the fulfilling of many
Parts of 1t, from Mrs. Chuse, Sifter of Mis,

Cholmondley, of Vale-Royal, who affirmed,
That a Multitude of People gathering to-
gether to fee the Eagle before mentioned, the
Birdwas frightened from her Young; that the
herfelf'was one of them, and the Cry among
the People was, Nixon’s Prophecy 15 fulfilled,
and we fhall have a foreign King. She declared,
that fthe read over the Prophecy many
Times, when her Sifterwas with Child of the
B Heir
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Heir who now enjoys the Eftate. She parti-
cularly remembered that King Fames the 11d
was plainly pointed at, and that it was fore-
told he thould endeavour to fubvert the Laws
and Religion of this Kingdom, for which
Reafon they would rife and turn him out;
that the. Eagle of which Nivon prophefied
perched in one of the Windows all the Time
her Sifter was in Labour. She faid it was the
biggeft Bird fhe ever faw; that it was in a
deep Snow, and that it perched on the Edge
of a great bow Window, which had a large
Border on the Outfide, and that fhe and
many. others, opened the Window to try to
fcare it away, butit would not ftir till Mrs.
Cholmondley was delivered; after which it
took a Flight to a great Tree over-againft the
Room her Sifter lay in, where having ftaid
about three Days, it flew away in the Night.
She affirmed farther to the Lady Cowper,
that the falling of a Garden Wall was a
Thing not to be queftioned, it being in fo
many People’s Memory : That it was fore-
told, that the Heir of Vale-Royal fthould live
to fee England invaded by Foreigners, and
that he fhouid fight bravely for his King and
his Country : That the Miller mentioned is
alive, and expects to be knighted, andis in
the very Mill that is foretold : That he thould
kill two Invaders who would come in, the

one



G 15 )

one from the /7%f, the other from the North:
That he from the North thould bring with
him of all Nations, Swedes, Danés, Ger-
mans, and Dufch; and that in the Folds
of his Garments he fhould bring Fire and
Famine, Plague and Murder: ‘That many
great Battles fhould be fought in England,
one upon London-Bridge, Whmh would be 1o
bloody, that People* fthould ride in London
Streets up to their Horfes Bellies in Blood @
That feveral other Battles thould be fought
up and down moft Parts in Chefbire ; j.:md
that the laft that ever wounld be fought in
England fhould be on De /o Mere Fore :
That the Heir of Olfon, whofe Name is
E~———2, and has married Ear} Cholmondley's
Sifter, thould be hanged up at his own Gate.
Lz_:/i.? he foretels great: Glory and Prof-
perity to thofe who ftand up in Defence of
their Laws and Liberties, and Ruinand Mi-
fery to thofe that thould betray them. He
fays, the Year before this would happen,
Bread Corn would be very dear, and that the
Year following more Troubles thould be m,'_
which would laft three Years; that the ﬁrﬂ
would be Moderate, the ﬁcaﬁd bloody, and
the third Intolerable; that unlefs they were
fhortened, no Mortal could bear them; and
that there were no Mifchiefs, but what poor
Eﬁglaﬁd would feel at that Time, But that
B3 GEoRrRGE,
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GroRrGE, the Son of GEorGE, thould put an
End to all. That afterwards the Church
thould flourith, and England be the moft
glorious Nation upon Earth. The fame
Lady Cowper was not content to take thefe
Particulars from Mrs. Chute, but the enquir-
ed of Sir Thomas Aflon, of the Truth of this
Prophecy; and he attefted it was in great
Reputation in Che/lbire, and that the Facts
were known by every one to have happened
as Nxvon faid they would; adding, that the
Morning before the Garden Wall fell, his -
Neighbour Mr. Cholmondley going to ride out
a hunting, faid, as he pafied by it, Nixon fe/-
dom fails, but now I think be will 5 for be
foretold ithat this Day my Garden Wall
would fall, and I think it looks as if it would
Sland thefe forty Years: That he had not
been gone a Quarter of an Hour before the
Wall {plit, and fell upwards againft the ri-
fing of the Hill, which, as Nixon would have

it, was the Pref{age of a Flourifhing Church.
As to the Removal of Pecferton Mill, it
was done by Sir Fohn Crew, the Mill having
loft its Trade there, for which he ordered it
to be fet upon Ludditon Hill; and being atked
if he did it to fulfil the Prophecy, he declared
he never thought of #t. 1 mylelf have en-
quired of a Perfon who knows Mr. Cholmond-
‘ey’s Pond as well as Rofamond's in St. _'}'.-ia_')me;: S

ark,
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I {hall add a fhort Account of his Life, as I
have been able to inform myfelf of it by old
People. I could meet with but one Man
who remembered the Prophet, and that was
old /#sodman, of Copnal.

He fays, that Nivon was a fhort {quab
Fellow; had a great Head, and goggle Eyes ;
that he ufed to drivel as he fpoke, which was
very rarely, and was extremely furly.. He
particularly had a Spite againft Children, and
would run after them to beat them when they
came in his Way, efpecially if they made
Sport with him, as he faid they ufed to do,
and himfelf among the reft, when he was a
Lad. He was at firft Plough-boy t6 Farmer
. Crowton, of Swanlew, and fo ftubborn that
they could make him do nothing without
beating. They could feldom get any Thing
out of him but ¥es and No ; and if he fpoke
much more, it was unintelligible ; ‘nay, he
would hardly fay No and 2%s, unlefs he was
pinched by Hunger. He had a very good
Stomach ; and the Report was, that he would
eat up a Shoulder of Mutton at a Meal, if
they would let him, and a good Luncheon of
Bread and Cheefe after it. The People had,
it feems, a ftrange Reverence even for his
Stupidity ; and they took his Silence to be
like that of an Oracle, as potentous as if he

rophefied.
prophefs i
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~ The firft Time that he was found out to be
a Prophet, was upon this Occafion. Farmer
Crowton being one Day at Plough in a Field,
near the River #ever, in Swanlow Parifh, and
his Boy Nivon following him, the Boy ftopt
on a fudden, dropt his Bottle and Budget
which he carried to Field with him, and ftood
motionlefs with his Eyes fixed towards Hea-
ven. Neither Words nor Blows could get
him out of this Trance for the Space of an
Hour. When he recovered, he took up the
Things he had dropped, and followed the
Plough. His Mafter, and the Men that were
at Work in the fame Field, ftood by himall
the while, taking him to be in a Fit; but
wondered ftill that he ftood upright, and did
not fall down. He himfelf feemed to be in-
fenfible of any Alteration that had happened
to him. But, for about a Quarter of an Hour
after, he talked very rationally of feveral
Things that had been done fome Time be-
fore, and dropt Expreflions of others that
were to be done ; which prefently made his
Matfter, and thofe that were with him, con-
clude that Nixon’s Dullnefs had fomething
facred in it; and thathisWords were Oracles,
efpecially when fome little Things he fore-
told fell out according to his Prediction. It
was with this Farmer that he lived when he
Prophefied
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Prophefied of his Mafter’s Ox, asis mentions
ed in his Propbecy.

I muit corret fome Errors that you have
been led into by the imperfect Copies of his
Prophecy ; as that about the Falling of the
Wall, which fome zealous People have ap-
plied to the Church; whereas, in Truth, it
has a literal Reference to the Srafe only.
Voodman faid, the common Tradition has
been, That when the Wall belonging to Vale-
Royal Houfe fell dowwn, it was to denote fome
remarkable Change in the Government: That
if it was a ferene Day, and the Wall fell in-
ward, it fionified an advantageous and bappy
Change s but if" it were a flormy Day, and fell
outward, and any of the Stones fell into the
- Brook, it fignified the direct contrary. ‘To
this he added, that the Cho/mondley Family,
whofe Seat it was, kept feveral Workmen in
yearly Pay to f[upport the Wall, and every
Month to infpeét it all round: That it was
butirefled both awithin and avithout ; and the
Week before it fell, the Workmen gave in their
Report, that it was [o flrong rt might reafon-
ably laff an Hundred Years, awithout any
Repairs. | |

This, I affure you, is not only what the
old Man told me, but what I have heard
from feveral others, and can get well atteft-
ed, if it is thought proper: As a]fo the Parti,

culars
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culars of the Falling of the Wall, which are
thele :

¢¢ Upon the fourth of Auguft, 1688, about
¢ 11 0'Clock in the Forenoon, beinga calm
¢¢ and clear Day, without the leaft Breath of
¢ Wind, that Wall fell flat inwards all at
“¢ once, and not fo much as one {ingle Stone
¢¢ fell outwards.” '

This happening {o little a while before the
Revolution, it was taken Notice of as an Acci~-
dent which was very much to our Advantage:
And as there was a greater Rifing for the
Princeof Orange in Chefbire, than in any other
- County in England, why may we not imagine
that Nixon's Prophecy contributed very much
to it ? The Objection to this may be, that the
Owner of the Houfe, Zhomas Cholmondley,
Efq; was a Facobite ; and it is not likely that
any Thing about him could bode well to the
Revolution. But his being a Facobsite gives
the greater Authority to the Prediction, and
the fulfilling of it. For it is not likely that
one, who was an Enemy to the Prince of
Orange, fhould let a Miracle be wrought in_
his Houfe in Favour of the happy Change he
foon after accomplifhed. I fthould not have
made this Digreffion, had not {ome filly
People almoft as ftupid as Nzvon, but by no
Means fo well gifted in Prophecy, given o}n:t,

' that
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that the Falling of the Wall denoted the rifing
of the Pretender 5 and this too juft as he was
running away from Scotland.

I cannot help obferving to you upon this
Occafion, that fome of us in this County
were {trangely {pirited by your Prophecy.
When the Rebels advanced to Preflon, we
were told that they intended to march
through our County into F/int/hireand Den-
dighfhire ; if they had, their Rout muift have
been through De la Mere Foreft, where Nixon
lived and Prophefied; and the Miller Peter,
with his Countrymen, were refolved to have
given them fuch a Reception, as would have
given very great Credit to your Prophecy,
which is abufed when it has any Interpreta-
tion applied to it that has an Eye to Popery
and Slavery: For as great a Fool as Nixon
was, he was not fo ftupid as our modern
Zealots, nor ever dropt a Word againft the
Proteflant Religion.

To return to old #oodman: He informed
me further, that after it was known what a
Prophet Farmer Crowion had in his Family,
Mr. Cholmondley fent for the Fellow, and
kept him athis Houfe, giving him in Charge
to his Steward, whom he ordered to try whe-
ther he could make any Thing of him, and
teach him to read. But Nivon’s Stupidity in-
creafed upon him, the more the Steward

endeavoured
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tainly bappen, as that I fhall be Jent for by the
King, and flarved to death. When he had
finithed his Speech, he returned to his natu-
ral Dulnefs and Silence ; and unlefs he had
been in one of his Trances, he was always
dull and mute ; but while he was uttering his
Prophecices, he fpoke clearly, and with an Air
of Affurance, that they would be accomplifh-
ed. The Servants, as foon as they came
home, told their Mafter or this Prodigy;
and Mr. Cholmondley ordered them to write
down as much of i1t as they could remember,
which they did, and it is preferved in that
Family to this Day; together with fome lefs
material Hints, as hard Weather, and Scar-
city cf Provifions, &c. which would certainly
happen. That Family has always locked it
up as a Treafure, and whatever Pains I have
taken to procurea Copy of it, Icould never
tuccéed, and defpair now of getting i1t.  Mr.
Egerton, of Olton, who is nearly related to
the Cholmondley Family, hasa Copy of it alfo,
but he will not part with it. Both of thofe
Families do lay great ftrefs on Nixon's Predic-
tions ; and, I mutit tell you, they are two of
the moft ancient and honourable Families in
our County.

Y ou have mentioned Nixon's being fent for
to Court by King Fames the Firft. /¥ oodman
fays it was thus; when he came to.Couﬁ't,
that
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that King gave him in Charge to one of his
Officers, commanding him to keep him in
clofe Confinement, and to make {tri& Ob-
fervations on his Behaviour, that he mightbe
affured there was nothing of Impofture in
him. This Gentleman kept Nixon locked
up, and going in a Hurry with the King to
Theobalds, he forgot to talee Care of him, and
- leave him Provifions till hisReturn; bywhich
Means he was ftarved to Death, It muft be
obferved that Nivon could not fpeak, except
it was immediately after he was come out of
his Trance, and never could be brought to
pronounce a {enfible Word, more than 4ye
or No as hath been faid, unlefs when he was
pronouncing his Oracles.

There happened fomething with refpect to
Nixon, and his going to Court, like what I
met with in the Pamphlet you fent me, called
the Drummer of Tedworth. For as .that
Drummer left beating, when King Charles’s
Courtiers came to be upon the Watch with
him, and would not fatisfy their Curiofity; fo
our Clown of a Prophet, after he came to-
Court, was entirely dumb, and pronounced
no more Prophecies. 1t is faid he was not
long there before he was ftarved.

Nixen was yery grateful to his Mafter
Cholmondley ; he prophefied that the Heir o
be ‘born to the Family, threefcore and ten Vears

L2 after,












