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The following is the Junce’s CHARGE to the
JIUR Yi
= Gentlemen of the Grand Fury, .

I AM extremely pleafed at your meeting me fo
early this {effions, as by your attendance, I hope
I fhall be able to get through the bulinefs of the
county in the courfe of the week : I am the more
fatisfied at this circumftance, as I perceive your
calendar extremely loaded indeed, and that it con-
tains a longer and heavier lift of crimes, than I have
found.charged in.the calendars of {even counties.

- Amongft thefe, I find fome in particular, which
require no inconfiderable attention ; and the firft of
confequence which I find in the Iift, is fuch as may
depend on circumftances oply. It is a crime of fo |
peguliar a nature, that it is generally committed with *
the greateft fecrecy, and over which the offender
always makes ufe of every art and conning to throw |
a veil.—It is your “duty, Gentlemen, to throw off
this veil and fift the bufinefs to the bottom.—You |
are not -to-expeét vifible proofs in a work of dark- |
nefs ; you are sqeollect the truth from circumftances,
and ht:!c collateral facts, which taken fingly, afford-4
no proof, yet put together, fo tally with, and con-
firm’ each other, that they are as ﬂ’mng and con-
vincing evidence, as any facts that appear in the broad
face of day.

In this cafe, Gentlemen, you willkhave two ob-
jets to confider: Firlt, whether the ‘deceafed did
die of poilon? Sﬂcgndly, whether the perfon fuf-
pected, did affift in-adminiftering that poifon ? With
refpet to the firlt of thefe confiderations you will no
doubt hear the fentiments of thofe who zare {killed in
the nature and effelts of pminn, which1s of various
forts, 'and .meit fubtle in, its operation. From the |
information of fuch perfons, you will bie able to form
an_opinion upon the effect which different poifons
have on different perions, and alfo the effeéts the /a
poifons.
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poifons have on perfons of different habits, and con-
ftituttions, But in this enquiry, Gentlemen, the
opinions of fuch perfons are not to con/roul; they are
only to gffiff vour determination; and if you fhould
find that they difagree, you will then find it neceffary
to enquire, whether any, and what means were ufed
to fecrete any circumftances that might lead to more
certain evidence. It will alfo be proper for you to
- confider the ftate of health in which the deceafed had
been previous to, and at the time of this unfortunate
affair: Whether he was well or indifpofed, and if
indifpofed, what medicines were prefcribed for him,
and 2y whom. 1f you find he did get his death by
poifon, the next cafe .is to confider, who gave him
that poifon. Where poifon is knowingly given, and
death enfues, it is wilful murder, and it he was prefest
when poifon was given by another, he is not an
gcceffary, but a principal,

~ There are two ways, by which the law confiders
a perfon as prefent in’fuch cafes; there is an afiual
and a confruitive prefence.. To be altually prefent,
1s to be in the room with, and within fight of the
perfon, when the poifon is adminiftered.  To be con~
JSiruttively prefent, is to be in the houfe, knowing and
aflenting to what is done. There are cafes, in which
=2 man may be an hundred miles off, and give poifon
to another to adminifter to a third, there the perfon
who unfortunately adminifters the poifon, ifignorant
of the intention, i7s nof guilty, but the perfon who
gave it for that purpofe, though at o great adiftance,
is guilty of murder. ;

1 will here mention one cafe, in which a perfon
gave poifon to another to adminifter to a third, but
the perfon to whom he gave it for that purpofe,
knowing as well as he did, that it was poifon, then
it was determined that the perfon who fo gaveit,
was not a principal, but an acceflary before the fat.

I muft cbferve to you, that if an iznecent medicing

is changed for a mowious one by fubftitution, he whe
changes

hﬁ..i....
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changes it is guilty of murder if the perfon dies. It
the indiétment fhould ftate that the deceafed died by
any particular poifon, and it fhould appear upon
anquiry, that he died of another fort of poifon, 1 am
to inform you; that the difference is immaterial with
refpe& to the law, it being held fiifficient, in fuch
cafe, that the deceafed was poifoned. It is proper
to remark to you, that the crime of murder, by
means of poifon, has ever been confidered as the moft
odious of all crimes, as it is a fpecies of mtirder of 4
kind that implies a peculiar premeditation, and in
former times was held of fo horrid a nature, that the
perfons found guilty of it were boiled to death in
water or in lead, though at prefent the crime and
punifhment ftand undiftinguifhed. _ .
But whillt I am thus defcribing the odiotis and
horrid nature of this fpecies of murder, it is neceflary
to caution you againit applying your deteftation of
the crime itfelf to the perfon accufed of it. It is no€
your place to enquire into the immediate guilt or in-
nocence. It is for you merely to enquire whethef
there is {ufficient ground of fufpicion to put him on
his trial, and call on him to prove his innocence.
There are two other cafes of murder to come alfo
before you, on which it may be neceflary for me to
fay a few words; the one is where death is caufed
without a dire¢t act; or by indire€t means, in which
there is malice implied ; as by ftarving, for inftance ;
or when a prifoner dies by durefs of a goaler, in fuch
cales it is murder. Alfo, when a child is expofed to
the inclemency of the weather, and of conlequence
dies; or if a pauper, by the vexatious removal of
parith officers, dies of cold, being removed when in
an improper {late, the law decides that there s malice
implied, and the crime is murder. So, in the fecond
cale two men go out together, without any defign to
commit murder, though with an intent to commit

\ fome other felonicus a&t, and one of them in that

purfwit thould kill'a man, they are both principals
i
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in murder 3 for the previous defign of committin
felony, carries with 1t the implied malice which in
law conftitutes that crime,

Two other cafes will alfo come under your cog-
pizance with refpect to a burglary and a burglarious
entty. ‘The one is for breaking open a houfe in the
night, and {tealing goods ; this is common burglary.
The other is far breaking open a houfe in the night,
without ftealing any thing out of it; this alfo is
burglary, and the difference to be made between
them is merely in the form of the indi@ment, which
will ftate the burglarious act to have been committed,
with intent to commit felony. In this cafe you will
confider the intention, and by that you will form
your decifion. o A

I have thought it neceffary, Gentlemen, to throw
out thefe few hints for your information upon thofe
cafes that appeared to me to require fome obfervation 3
aud I fhall be happy if you find them ufeful in direét-
ing your proceedings in the arduous duty to which
you are called by your country. '

s

FRIDAY, March 3oth.

At feven 0’Clock in the morning, the Judge came
into court, hut it was near an hour before the jury
could be fworn, owing to an amazing number being
“challenged by the prifoner, and the court being fo
crouded that it was impoflible for them to come
forward,

The prifoner being placed at the bar, the indict-
ment was read over to him,

INDI'CTMENT
OHN DONNELLAN, Efqg; ftood charged with
J the wilful murder of Sir Theodsfius Edward Alfley
Boughton, Baronet, on the goth of Auguft 1780, by
devifing and intendipg to poifon, kill, and murder;
# s e felonioufly,
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felonioufly, wilfully, and with malice aforethought,
the faid Sir Theodofins, by having put, or caufed to
be put, placed and left in the lodging room of the
faid Sir Theodofius, at his. mother’s feat at Lawford-
Hall, in the Parith of Neubourn-on-Ayon, a certain
draught containing two drams of Arfenic, which he
did mix, mingle, and infufe into water, and after-
wards put into a fmall phial, of the value of one
peony, in order that the faid Sir Theodofius might
miftake the {aid draught for an innocent medicine
which had been fent him for a falutary purpofe, and
thereby take, drink, and fwallow down into his
body the fame ; and the faid Sir Theodsfius not know-
ing that the faid arfenic had been fo mixed, mingled,
and infuled, did take, drink and fwallow down into
his body, the faid draught fo placed and left, in«
ftead of the medicine which had been before prefcribed,
by which means he became fick and diftempered in
his body, and did die on the goth of Auguft, 1780,

There were two other counts, one at common law,
and the other on the ftatute, he was likewile indicted
on the Coroner’s Inquett, '

Counfellor Dighy opened the profecution, by inform-
ing the court, that the prifoner, Fohn Donnellan, Eiq;
flood charged with the wilful murder of Sir Theodofius
Edward Alfley Boughton, Baronet, on the zoth of
Auguft, 1780; t0 which he had pleaded Not Guilty,
and had ‘put himfelf on his trial by God and his
Country,

Cmnﬁfs’aﬁ Howarth then addrefled the Jury as_
follows: . . - | ‘

Gentlemen of the Fury,

THE Prifoner at the bar ftands charged with the
wilful murder of Sir Theodofins Edward Alfley Boughton,
Baronet; his cafe is of fo black a dye, that it excites
the indignation of all honeft minds, and the nature
of the prefent enquiry calls on you for your fober

and®



(§.)
ahd difpaffionate inveftigation of it The murdeter
is not pointed out here, by any bloody marks, as i3
frequently the cafe in crimes of the like nature, for
the dark bufinefs he has been concerned in, can only
be traced by circumflancess but it is my duty w0
point out to you what thefe circumftances are, and
you will, under the direction of alearned and upright
Judge, who will not fuffer any improper evidence
to come before you, find that the unfortunate young
man decealed, Sir Theodgfius Edward Alfley Boughton,
was a young man of an antient and reclpectable
family, and who, had he attained the age of 21 years,
would have been poffefled of a confiderable eftate,
but on his deceale, if before the age of 21, the faid
eltate would in a great meafure go to the fifter of
Sir Thevdofius, the wife of the prifoner: 1 will prove
to you that the prifoner, for a confiderable time before
the death of Sir Theodofius, was frequendy heard
to fay; that Sir Theedsfius was of a bad ftate of
health, that he would not live long, that his life was
not worth a year’s purchafe, and by thele means
feemed to be preparing the family for the dreadful
‘event that was fhortly to enfue. Sir Thecdgfius, a few
days previous to his death, Gentlemen, intended a
journey into Northamptonthire to Mr. Fonnereau,
he had for a fmall {pace of time before; been troubled
with a flight venereal complaint; and was attended
by Mr. Pewell, an Apothecary, who, on the 2gth of
Auguft laft, made up an innocent prefcription for
him, and fent it over to Lawford-Hall, by one of
Sit Theodofius’s fervants who went for it on purpofe.
The draught fo prepared was to be taken the nexc
day, which the prifoner well knew: —On the fervant’s
bringing home the draught he gave it to Sir Theodgfius,
who placed it on a thelf in his own room, and then
went out with the fervants a fithing. At this time,
Gentlemen, the deceafed was in perfe&t health and
{pirits, except the flight complaint I before mentioned.
Lady Boughton and Mrs. Donnellan were at this time,
walking in the garden, where the prifoner joined them,

{aying
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faying he had been feeing Sir Theodofius fith, and Rad!
adviled him to leave off as. he would catch cold,.
Now the whole of this conveifition was a falleheod,
for he had not been feeing Sir 7 hecdofius fith, nor had
he fpoke to him, by which 1 muft leave you to
judge whether the prifoner had not {fome interelled
views to anlwer, by telling' Lady Beughtsn the lying,
artful tale he did.—~About three o’Clock that lame
evening, Sir Theodofius came home from fithing, eat
his {uppn:r heartily and went to bed in perfed health.
On the next morning about 6 o'Clock, he was
waked by his fervant, and leapt out of bed to give
him fomething from his pocker; about 7 o*Clock
Lady Laug.‘:mn got up, and cn going into her fon’s
room, {he requelied to know if he had taken bis
phyfic, he replied no, and requetied her to give it
him, which fhe did. - Gendemen, ic will be thewn
you in evidence, why this medicine which ufed to be
locked up, was now left out open in Sir Theodo/ius’s
room. Sir Theedofius had once forgot to take his
phyfic, upoa which the prifoner ﬂ!,id, you.lhould not
Jlock up your phyfic, you fhould place ic on your
thelf in your own bed room, then you cannot forgee
it.  The draught which his l'h{}th-:]‘ gave him, be had
not half Iwa]_lmw-:i berore he complained of its being,
fo naufcous to the talte, that he could not keep it
~down, upon which Lady Boughton {melt to the botrle
and {aid the thovghrit had the icent of bitter almonds.
The decealed defired her to give him fome cheefe tor
put the tafte out of his wouth, which fhe did and be
ipit it out again, he then rinced:his mouth with fome
water, and fpit that .out bkewife ; he laid himfelf
down, but had not been in that puﬂurﬂ three minuces
before he appeared much affected—L.ady Boughton
chought it was owing to his being fet againit the
medicine by the naufeous tafte —fhe left him feemingly
rather compofed, but on her return in about ten
minutes, fhe found the young man (truggling in the
agonies Of death, his eyes fixed, his teeth clenched,

and
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and foming at the mouth; inthefle agonies he con-
s tinued uotil his death,  which was in lefs than half an
hour, as will be proeved by her Ladyfhip whencver
he is called.—If you fhould fiad, Gentlemen, in
the courfe of your enquiry that this young man Wwas
poifoned, it will be quite immaterial what that poilon
was that occafioned his death:; a young man jult
turned of 20 years, of a4 goed coentlitution, no dif-
order that could endanger life, being 1n perfett
health in.the morning, and complaining of a draught
the moment he took it, with che fymptoms that
sollowed after, will, [ truft, make it appear quite
plain thathe was poifoned.
The inditment ftates arfenic to. be the caufe, but I
‘believe it will befound to be lawrel water, and it
will likewife be plainly proved, that the draft given by
Jady Boughton to her fon was not. the dratt compoled
and fent -by Dr, Powell, There is a circumitance
Gentlemen, and a wery.important one to, refpeting
.this laurel water, I fhall prove that the prifoner
had for fome time previous to the death of Sir Theo-
.dofius, ufed a Szl which fie kept in his room, buta
fhore time after Sir Theodofius’s death this. daid
ftill wasfilled with wet lime, for laurel water is of
that frong nature that nothing but lime would take
away the fmell, and to be more certain of the fmeil
being thoroughly evaporated he caufed the faid ftill to
be put into an oven: now the vague excujcs made by
.the prifoner for his conduét about the itill, will, as
far asecircumf{tantial evidence can be allowed plainly
prove his guilr, for what did he fay on the delivery of
this (till tothefervants toclean. Why, Lhave beenuling,
this lime to kill fleas in my bed room, Could it befup-
poieda gentleman wouldfay or do this 2 No, certainly.
1.ady Boughton on her return into her fons, room,
after the hadleft him, as fhe thought a liztle compoled,
was furprized to find him ftraghng with death, and
sent for Dr. Powell and the prifoner. The pritoner
arrived firft, and pray let me draw your actention o
B2 - witd

£
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what paffed in the room of the deceafed on the
prifoner’s coming. Lady Boughton faid to himy
What draft has Dr. Powell fent? 1 have given my
fon that which I am confident, from its operation
would have killed a dog. The prifoner replied Damn
him why did he fend it, where is the botgle? upon
which Lady Boughton gave it him, and he directly
poured fome water into it, rinced it, and emptied it
into the wafh, hand bafon. Lady Boughron faid,
for God.fake what are you ahc}u:-" upon which he
took another bottle and rinced that for fear he had
b'en miftaken, as there were two bortles on the
fhelf.

Sarah Blundell, a maid fervant fince dead, and
who, had fhe been living, could have given a very ma-
terialevidence, was defired by the prifoner to take away
rae bottles from out of the room, upon which Lady
Boughton remonltrated, as it was improper until Mr.
Powell the Apothecary came, upon which the pn-
foner grew warm, and continued {o until Dr. Powell
came. But pray attend to what happened on Dr.
Powell’'s coming. The prifoner never enquired of
him what the medicine was. that he {fent, but on the
contrary, took great pains to perfuade him that the
deceafed had been out late a fithing, and had caught
fo viclent a cold as to occafion his death 3 and Mr.
Powell is fuffered to go home without a word being
faid to him about the bottle, or ‘about what it con-
tained, that he might clear his character; and the
manaer in which the prifoner went about the houfe
during the time Sir Theodoflius lay in agony, is not
to be accounted for 5 for to one he faid the foolith
fellow had caught his death by a cold, fithing ; to an=
ather, that he died of the venereal difeafe; and to a
third, that he had wetted his feet. Now 3 Gentlemen
of the jury, how could the prifoner know that the
cecealed hd.d wetted his feet ; he had not been fithing
with him, nor was he near him, altho' he {aid fo,
- which Ifhall plainly prove; and with refpect to his-
feet being wer, Lady Boughton bad prudf*ncc encugh

o
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to examine his ftockings, and they were perfedly dry.
Sir Theodolius, being dead, the prifoner thought it
neceffary that fomething fhould be faid to Sir William
W heeler his guardian, upon which he wrote him the
following letrer :
¢ Dear Sir, s

“ 1 AM forry to be the meflfenger of Sir Theo-
¢ dofius’s death to you,” but he has been ill for fome
¢ time palt, and under Dr. Powell’s hands, - Lady
““ Boughton and my wife are inconfolable, and join

¥ with me, &c. &c.
«“ JOHN DONNELLAN."
This letter was meant to blind Sir William Wheel-
er, and it had the defired effeét; it prevented him
fiom coming over to Lawford-hall to"fee him, and
the deceafed was kept clofe from view until the time
his coffin was foldered up.—But iufpicions grew and
{pread ‘themfelves to Sir William Wheeler’s ears, upon
which he writes a letter to the prifoner in exprefs
terms, that he had been informed of Sir Theodofius’s
dying by poifon, and defired that the body might be
opeued by Dr. Rattray, Dr. Wilmour, and Dr. Snow.
~———The prifoner dared not refitt the requifition, and
therefore fent back a note, of his, and the family’s
approbation of Sir William's requeft.—Sir William
fent another letter to inform the prifoner that he could
not come over himfelf to be prelent, but defired him
to proceed.---On Monday Dr. Rartray and Mr. Wil-
mour met at Lawford-hall, and the prifoner took them
into the parlour, and afked them if they had feen Sir
William Whe ler 2 They replied, No.— T he prifoner
immediately fays, I have received a letter from Sir
William for you to attend, but he never thewed them
the firit letter and only a part of the fecond, which part
did not mention the apprehenfion of peifon, it only
fpoke in general terms, that the body was to be
opened, the letrer the prifoncr fhewed-could give no
light to the fubjeét, but inftesd of telling the Doétors
the caule of fuipicion, he endeavoured to blind them.
They
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hey afked h'm why the deceafed wasto b opened £ —
“He replicd, forthe {atisfaction of us ali,-—,-'-un+d they
finding the budy in a flate of putrcfaction, not knOw=
ing the reafon why it was to be opened, and being
apprehenfive there was perional danger from the
fmell, were wuffered to depart home by thi.pnfu_nr:r,
-awithout one fingle queltion being afked with refpect
to their opinion.  On the next morning M. ‘Bu:kneis’,
a furgeon, cameto L awford-Hall, and finding that
the two gentlemen, wiho had been there had d.clined
opening the body, he cffefed at all hazards to open
"the body himfelf, for the fatisfadtion of the pub-
Jic :—But what was the priloner’s conduct here ? why,
~the prifoner would not [ufter him to open tie bodya
- “under the pretence that Sir 1William Wheeler bad not
mentioned him, and that two of the Doétors that he
had mentioned, had dedlined ic, == After Dr. Bucknzll
had gone away, the priloper Wwrotc a {econd letter
to Sir Milliam Wheeler, as follows:
¢ Dear Sir,
¢ Give me leave to exprefs what a heart felt fatis-
¢ fiction the receipt of your letter gave Lady Baugh-
4 yon, my wife and myfelt; 1 fent immediately for
« Dr, Ratzray, and Mr. Wilmous, they came, and [
~4¢ gave them your letter to perule, and toact as you
¢ direCed, and I am happy to inform you they have
ca¢ fully fatisfied us.”
Now did he give the letter which Sir Wiliam
I heeler fent him, to the Doctors? No.  The one he
fhewed was the fecond letter, a -mere complimentaryi
one, excufing Sir Wiliiam’s perlonal appearance,
befides, how could he write that theaGentiemen, had
fully fatified us?--What was afked them r—Nota fingle
queftion, and yet he had openly the daring audacity
to write that they had « fully fatisfied us.”  This very
affair, Gentlemen, fpeaks as flrang as a theufand
efies againit him; and [ (hall with you to hear
£l the g-ntlenien of t.e faculty, the ftate they

found
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. found the tody in when they did open it, which wil
bz an additional proof of the priloner’s gutite

The letcer to Sir William W.r‘wefﬁr, Gt‘n[lfmtﬂ, then
goes on as follows:.

¢¢ Sip Theodofius had uled to take mercurial oint-
% ment to difpel a large bubo, the fame as he didac
“ Eaton, but Sir Wseai.:ﬁm was obftinare as ufual 3
¢ however, Irecommended him to Mr Powell, whu
“ [ bel uﬂw, did all that man could do, but hc re-

“ fufed both my advice and lady Hﬁrgmms who

“ with my wife, join wuh me, &c. &c.
| « JOHON DONELLAN.” "

This lerter had the defired effect: it blinded Sir
William Wheeler, who thought, if they were fatisfied,
he was ; but w*l;l[ was his furprize when in three or
four u'ays time he found the lady had not been opned ;
what does Sir B illiam /W heeler do ? why isevery honefk
man would have done. e ‘writes again and defires
that ' Mr. Snow might be fent for, Mr. Snow
arrives at Lawford- hall and is told by the pgifoner
that  Dr. Rarray and Mr Wllmﬂur had de-
€lined to open the body, and he, like the two
others, ‘is fent away without opening the ‘body ; and
when Bucknell arrives, he is told that Snow declined
to opeh the body, and is Likewile fent away on a fri- .
volous pretence.  After all this, he ftill concealed
the body, and at the expiration of nine days had it
‘privately buried, and then writes to Slr Wiliiam
W heeler another letter as follows :

“#Diear Sir,

- “ Irefer you to Dr. Rattray and Mr. Wilmour,
*“"who were with ‘the body. Mr. Buckn:Il called
“¢ in, and faid he heared w2 wifhed the body to be
‘““ opened; I told him, had you fent for him, he
* fhould have been welcome. This, Sir, was on the
*¢ eighth day, and had not the body been foldered vp,
*“ he fhould have fcen it.  The bunal Sir is fixed for
¢ to day at three o’clock unlefs yﬁu wifh it pnftpoch
S | you dofend word over,

S Teads JOHN DON\E;,LM\ ot

o o RN
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Between thiee and four o’clock the body was buried
without being opened, and on the country people ap-
pearing alarmed, thebody wastaken up an, opened.
the What appcarance, were then, you’ll hear of the
faculty chat attended. It will be enough for me:to
fay, that the opening of the body cunfirmed them that
were prelent that this unfortunate young man was
poifoned. When Lady Boughton and Mrs. Donnellan
were called before the coroner, and the circumitance
of rincing the bottle was mentioned, the prifoner was
obferved by one of the Jury to pull her by the {leeve to
ftop her. Now, Gentlemen, let me afk you what
folly can account for fuch a tranfaction ? INo ait can
wipe it away : it thewed like the aét of a guilty man;
On the prifoner’s return to Lawford-hall from the
coroner’s, he chided Lady Boughton for fpeaking of
the bottle, telling her that fhe was not bound to
mention any thing but what was afked her. If he was
aninnocent man, why, in the name of God, would he
wifh to conceal any thing; but he was at laft almoft
forced, when he faw no probability of getting rid of
the fulpicion, to write a letter to the coroner on the
jury’s laft day of their fitting, which was as follows ¢

To the Coroner and Gentlemen of the Furys I.

¢« Underftanding from report that a meeting is to he
‘“ held today, [hold it as my duty togive you every
* information in my power, as does lady Boughton
““ and Mrs, Donnellan.  'Whilft Sir Theodofius was
¢ here every preparation was ufed by him to kill
*¢ rars, he frequently bought arfenic by the pound
¢ weight at a time,-and laid it about to deilroy rats,
¢ poilon fith, &c. we uled frequently 10 expoftulate
* with him upon the impropriety of his conduét,
¢ and ufed to receive for anfwer, that the men knew
¢« where he laid it.  We have not ear at table with
¢ him for many months, nor have we eat of an
** thing he has wouched. He ufed to make up balls
* from a recipe in a book that he had, and_ the gar-
' ‘“ dener
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¢ Jenet informs me, that he has foynd fith which
““ Sir Theodofius ufed to flit and rub with poifon,
= &c. 8z,

Now, independent of this, you will hear that the
facts ftated in the letter are not true, and that the
prifoner was committed on the coroner’s warrant’
{fince which time he has had converfations in gaol
with a man named Derbythire, to whom he has often
faid he thought Sir Theodofius was poifoned. Der-
bythire mat:le anfwer, who do you think poifoned
htm the prifoner anfwered, it muft be among them-
felves.—On being afked who he could mean b them-
felves, he replied, the family and apnthetary Upon
Derby (hire’s faying, I cannot fuppofehe murdered him-
felf. No, replied the prifoner, I don’t think he did:
why, the apothecary would not poifon him, for he
would lofe a patient, the fervants would lofe 2 good
matfter, and it was unnatural to think that his mo-
ther would do it. Since his confinement he has
written a letter to his wife, which, as it was not fealed
I fhall, in the courfe of my evldencc, produce a copy
of.

I have mentioned thefe facts, gentlemen, which I
will prove to you, and the nature of the cafe calls
aloud for juftice, and that you will inflict that pu-
nifhment on the prifoner that the heinoafnefs of his
srime deferves.

Mr. POWELL, apothecary, fworn.

Q. What profeffion are you of ?

A. An apothecary.

Q. Where do you live ?

A. At Rugby, about three miles from Lawford.
hall.

Q_ Had you, previous to his death, been employed
in the family ?

A. About two months.

Q. In what ftate of health was he ?

A. He had a venereal complaint,
C
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Q. To what degree?
A. A frefh complaint; _not very high.

Q. Did you give him any, medicines ?
A. Yes, {ome phyfic ; [ ceafed to give him phyﬁc
for three weeks, and then hfgan again.
_How came you to give him fome again ?
A. Becaufc he had a{welling on his groin.
Q. What phyfic did you give him ?
A, Four doles; two of manna and falrs and two

‘of rhubarb and a.lap
Q_When was it that yoy gave him the laft ? 2
A. Cn Tuefday, the 29th of Auguﬁ; I {ent hun

fnmc before, on the Sunday,

Q. By whom did you fend them?
A- By Samuel Frofs. '
Q. How long before the laft dofe was fent had you

fecn bim ?
A. The fame day.

Q_How was he?

A. In great fpirits and gﬂr.t-d health.
~ Q_How was he on Sunday ?

A. The fame.

Q_Did you afk him how the mcdu:mes agrecg
with him ?

A. He faid it made him rather fick.

Q. Haveyouadraughtofthe fame fortinyour pocket ?

A Yes. [Praducfd f'wa phials. 1

What does it contain 2

A Rbeubarb and Jalap, nutmeg Water, and ipirits

of lavendar,
What does that other bottle contain ?

A, The fame quantity of rheubarb and jalap, but
no fimple water, it is compofed of laurel water.

Q. Was you fent for to Lawford-Hall after Sir
Thecodofius’s deceafe ?

A. Yes; on the Wednefday morning.

Q_‘What mefiage did the fervant bring you ¢

A, e faid, Sir Theodofius was very ill, and he
was fent by lady Boughton to fetch me.

Q. At
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Q. At what n.mt, did you get there ?

A. About nine o’clock. _

Q. Did you go into Sit Theodofius’s room ?

A. Yes; Mr. Donrellan went in with me, and
fome maid fervants. ;

Q. Was lady Boughton there ?

A. No,

QiIn what fitbation did you fee Sir Theodofius ?
. A. Nothiag particular ; there was no diftortion 3
le ﬁad been dead near an hour.

Q. Did Mr. Donnellan afk you any queftion ?

A. No; none;

Q_I—Inw long did you ftay ?

A Ten fr!ihurt‘s

Q. Did you fay any thing to him ?

A. Yes; I dfked him how he died ; he rephcd in
convulfions.

thd you {ee the bottles you had fent; or were
they in the room ?

A. No.

Q. Do you remember any other converfation with
Mr. Donnellan ?

A. Yes, he generally endeavoured to make me be-
lieve Sir Theodofius had caught cold, which had oca
tafioned his death.

Q_ Are you acquainted with Mr. Donnellan’s hand
writing ? .-

A. Yes; I have feen him write.

[ Letters foewn and admitted. ]

Q. What was the compofition of the draught you
fent Sir Theodofius, by Samuel Frofs ?

A. Fifteen grains of rheubarb, and fifteen grains
of jalap, of fpirits of lavendar 20 drops, two drams
of nutmeg water, two drams of fimple fyrup and
one.and a half ounce of fimple water,

Q. What was the effeét of the firft draught ?

A. It agreed with him perfetly well, but the {e-
cond made him fick, . :

Ca | Gqﬁr.
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Crofs-Examination.
Q. Did it not occur to you o afk what time the
convul{ions came on ?

A. Yes; lady Broughton fuid he was convulfed
almoft as foon as he had taken the draught,

Lady Boughton fworn..
Q. How old was Sir T, Boughton ? ,
A. He was twenty years on the 3d of Auguft laft.
Q. How much would he have been entitled to
had he lived to come of age ? '
A. Two thoufand pounds per year,
Q. How long had Sir Theodofius ‘made part of
the tamily at Lawford Hall? |
- A. About Michaclaias, 1778, he came from Mr.
Jones’s to live at home.
- Q_Have you had any converfation with the pri-
funer about your fon ?°
A. Yes; be has feveral times fpoke to me about
Sir Thevdofius’s health. - :
Q_ What were his expreflions ?
- A1 told him I would move when Theodofius
eame of age ; he faid, no, do not move from Law-
ford, fomething may happen before the time he
comesof age, he is of a bad ftate of health.
Q. Did you hear how long Sir Theodofius in-
tended toftay in Nerthamptonfhire ? |
A. No. .
.- Q. Do you not recolleét Mr. Powell fending the
bottie of phyfic?
B Yesw 1 |
Q.Do you know where Sir Theodofius. ufed to-
put his phyfic ? X - |
A. Yes; heufedto lock it vp in a room; but
having ence forgot to take it, Mr. Donellan advifed
~ him to keep it out open on the fheif; in his own room.
Q. Did you {ee Sir 1hedofius on the Tuefday ?
A. Yes; he went a fithing in the evening.
Q. Woere

L ‘J
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Q_Werc there any of the men fervants left in the
houfe ?

A. Yes ; .Samuel Frofs.

Q_Hﬂw long was you and Mrs. Donnellan in the
garden ?

A. About an hour.

Q_Did Mr. Donnellan jein you in your walk ?

A. Yes; he came and faid he had been to fee them
fifh, and had endeavoured to perfuade Sir T. to de-
filt for fear of colds

Q. What time did Sir Theodofius come home ?

A. About nine o’clock he came home, eat fome
fupper, and went to bed, and afked my permiffion to
have my f{ervant to go and get him {ome fithing
tackle, About feven in the morning he defired me
to give him his phyfic. I afked bim where the bot-
tle was, he told me, there it is on the fhelf, get me
a bit of cheefe to take the tafte out of my mouth ; he
defired me to read the label ; 1 did; It was ¢ 4 purg-
ang draught for Sir 7. B@ug!ﬂm 93 lekmg to him | for-
got to fhake the bottle; he faid, pour itin again ; I did
fo, and fhook and gave it him, it {melt Tike bitter
aloes; he faid it was very naufeous and very
noxious.

Coun. Pray {mell that bottle whether i is like the
medicire you gave him ?

A. Yes; it is very much like the {mell.

Q. What was your obfervation ?

A. 1 firft gave him the cheefe; he faid he did not
ﬂunk he ﬂwuld be able to keep it down : I gave him
fome water and he rinced his mouth and fpit it
out; in about two minutes or two and a half he
feemed to ractle in the throat and ftruggled to keep
it down ; he was in that ftate about ten minutes, and
then feemed more compefed, upen which 1 left him
and returned in five minutes, when, te my aftonith-
ment, | found him with his eyes ftaring up, his teeth
¢clenched, and froth running out of his mouth,
feac for M. Powell and Mr. Donncllan ; the pri-

foner
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foner came up into the bed-chamber, and faid; what
do you want ? I hdvé given my fon what I thoughe
was phyfic, that would if given toa dog kill him ; he
faid where is the bottle? T fhewed it to him;
He faid is fhis it? He took fomé water,; rinced the
bottle and poured it into the wath hand bafon.

Q. Did you upon that make any obfervation ?

A. Yes, I faid, what are you about ? upon’ which
he fnatched up the other bottle and rinced thd%, and
then he faid he did it to tafte it.

Q_Did he tafte the firft bottle ?

A. No. _ .

Q_ Did any fetvants corfie up ¢

A. Sarah Blundell and — Palmer.

Mr. Donfellan defired Sarah Blundell to carry
down the phyfic, bottles and bafon, but I ftopt her
he then told her to take the clothes away and clean
the room, and upon my back being turned, he put
the bottles into Sarah Blundell’s hand again, who
took them away.

Q. Was Sir Theodofius then dead ?

A.He was nearly dead; one of the fervants was wiping
off the froth, and his ftomach heaved. Some time after
Mr. Donnellan and my daughter were together in
the parlour.  Mr. Donnellan faid to his wife, your
mother has been pleafed to take notice of my walhing
the bottles ; and I thould not have known what to fay
if I had not put my finger in to tafte, upon which I
turned to the window, and he again repeated ir; and
rang the bell, and delired that Will, the coachman,
might come up ; he faid, Will, do you remember my
going out this morning through the iron gate about
feven o’clock ? 1 have not been on the other fide of
the houfe this morning; you remember I came and
alked for my horfe. The man replied yes. Then
fiys he, you are my evidence.

Q. Do you remember {eeing a letter from Sir Wil-
liam™ Wheeler ?
G Pl %

Q. Did
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Q. Did you ftate any ,quif&iﬂns to the an{wer to it ?

A. Yes, but did not explain them to him.

0 Was Mr, Donnellan prefent at the examination
before the Coroner ?

A XS,

Q. Did you mention there the circumftance of
walhing the bottle ?

A. Yes, and on my return home he faid you hava
no occafion to fay any thing about the bottle, you are
to {peak only what is afked you. When the ftockings
were taken from the bed fide, he faid here rake them
away, the feet are wet, and fp has caught his death
of cold.

Q_ Did yop and famlly eat out of the fame difh
as he did generally ?

A, Yes, but Mr Donnellan defired me not to
drink out of the fame cup, as Sir Theodofius was af-
flicted with,venereal complaints, and it would be better
pot to eat the bread he touched.

Crofs- Examination.
Did you not go upun a vific to Captain Dons«
_ncHan and his wife at Bath ?

Fi 0 N

Q. How long before the death of your fon did
Captain Donnellan mention to you that he was in
an ill ftate of health ?

- A. About a month, or. {o,

2. Had you not appnzed Captain Donnellan and
his wife before, that your fon was in a bad ftate of
health, and that his fine complexion was gone ?

A. Yes, In November 1778. '

Q. Do you recolleét a quarrel between Sir The-
odofius and a gentleman at Bath ¢

A, Xes,

Q. Did he not quarrel at Rugby once ?

A. Yes,

Q. Did you not pray nf‘Captam Donnellan to go
and preventit?

O

il Q. Did
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_ 3_ Did he pot go and prevent any mlﬁ.hacf 3
e

Q. Had he not another quarrel at Daventry, and
did not Mr. Donnellan fave him ?

A. I believe he did.

Q. What time did your Ladylhlp rife on the 3zoth
of Auguft?

A. Hbout feven o’clock. -

"' Q., Was Mr. Donnellan gone to bed before Sir
ﬂeadﬂﬁus returned ?

"A. 1 believe he was.

. 'Was not Sir Theodofius and the pn{'ﬂn:r to
have Tode out the next ‘morning P

WX

Q. Then when you went out of his room to the
prifoner, and he afked you if Sir Theodofins was

ready, how came it you did not mention his being
qnnvﬂﬁrd e
- “A. Becaufe T'thought it would go off.

Q. Did you before the Coroner mention about Mr.
‘PDonnellan faying, if 1 had not dipped my ﬁnger into
the bottle I thould not have knuwn whatto fay ?

A. Yes, 1 think I did. :

. Pray what was the analogy of the converfation
hu:tw:tn Mr. Donne!lan and his wife, that he inltantly
rung for the ‘¢oachman ?

A. I don’t know,
 (Q, Was the circumftance of the prifoner’s giving
Sarah Blundell the bottle a fccand time, mtntmntﬁ to
the Coroner ?

A. 1 don’t recolleét.

Q. Has not “your fon fent for 2 pound of arfenic at
atime?

A. Yes, he has to poilon fith and rats,

Q. Have you ever, htprd your fon mention any
thing of Captam Danntllan s behaviour to him ?

AT hey did not agree together.

" Fyom n‘w Fudge. Q. When Captain Donnellan

mentioned
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mentioned to his wife, did he feem to fpeak in an
apgry tone of voice? -

A. I don’t know,

CATHERINE AMOS, Sworn.

Q. Was you at Lawford-Hall when Sir Theodofius
Boughton died ¢

A, Yes, I lived there as cook, and was called up
ftairs by Sarah Blundel, to wipe the froth from his
mouth ; he did not ftir hand or foet, but his ftomach
beaved very much; ke goggled very much in his
throat. I then went down ftairs, and in about half
aq hour, I{aw Captain Donnellan, who faid to me, it
was very filly that Sir Theodofius had ftaid out fo
late a fithing, as he had been taking phyfic before

o0
thar time.

Q. ivid you fee M. Donnellan the day the body
was opened 2

A. Yes, and he faid there was nothing the matter,
only a blood vefiel was broke.

Rueftion from the judge, Did Sir Theodofius fpeak
any thing afrer he had taken the bottle ?

- Nothiag : —he lay down,
. Did you receive any thing from Captair: Don-
‘nellan foon after Sir Theodolius’s death ?
A, Yes, a ftill to dry in an oven, which I did.
Rev. Mr. NEWSON, Swory.

Q. Did you fee Captain Donnellan at Lawford-
Hail?

A. Yes, a few days previous to the death of Sir
Theodofius, when he told me that Sir Theodofius
had raken fo much mercury, his blood was a mals of
mercury and corruption, and had ac that ume a large
fwelling dn his groin, which they were cndeavnunng
to bring to a hr:ar;i that they were fearful of its get-
ting into his head, as he had frequent {wellings in
his throat, his brea,th was offenfive, and his intelleéts
were fo much impaired that he fcarce knew how to live
with him. Upon which I replied, then his Ilff: is not
worth two years purchafe. He anfwered, no ? not one.

D I then

I

L)
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I'then afked what advice he had, he{aid Mr. Powell ;

and he had his medicines mixed up from a prefcription
o: Mr. Carr, at Northampton.

Q_Had you any reafon to think.from appearanee
that Sir Theodofius was not in health ?

A. No, he looked very well, and was in great {pirits.

Q. Do you know upon what terms Captain Don-
nellan and Sir Theodofius lived ?

A. No, I do not.

Mr. William CARR,. Surgeen, at Northampton.

Q. Did you attend Sir Theodofius ?

A. Yes, but he was not difordered, he only
a fmull wart on the glands of the penis. Igave him
only a prefeription for a lotion, but never prefcribed
for a medicine inwardly.

_ Dr. RATTRAY, Surgeon, Coventry.

On the 4th of September I reccived a note not
figned, deliring I would come, and bring Mr. Wil-
mour with me to open the body of Sir Theodofius.

Q. Did you go? '

A Yes

Q. Who did you fee ?

A. Captain Donnellan, who dire@ly fid tome,
have you feen Sir William Wheeler. [ replied no,
but I expet him here; the coffin was ordered to be
unfoldered while we received fome refrefhment.

Q. Did you fee any letter of Sir William Wheeler
at that time ? :

A. Yes, he fhewed me one, and only read one
fentence from it, and Captain Donnellan faid. gentle-
men, you will excufe me, upon which we went up,
and Mr. Wilmour faid the body was too bad to open,
upon which we agreed to go away' without opening -
the body, as Captain Donnellan faid the body was
only menat to be opened for the fatisfaction of the
family. ' ki '

Q. Did Captain Donnellan mention any thing of
Pnifun ? g Y ’ |
. A, No. WOw | A

L Q. When
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Q. When did you go to Lady Boughton’s.again ?

A. On the gth of September 1 T received a leteer, and
went, where I found M. Snow and Mr. Wilmour in
the Church-yard.

Q. How did the body then app&ar?

The body appeared fwoln, the face extremely black,
the tongue protruding bejyond the teeth, and turned
up anards the nofe ; the blacknefs dnmmihmcr as it
went towards the brcai’c the body was fpotted in feve-
ral parts. We next proceeded to open the body,
and the fat appeared to be in a diffolving ftate, the
cavity of the lower belly, and the fmaller arch of the
ftomach appeared inflamed. In opening the cheft, the
heart appeareed to be in a natural ftate ; the Iungs ap=-
peard red and {potted, and on the back part the blood
was fettled of a deep red or purple colour. The dia-
phrgam the blood was fettled in the like manner . The
kidneys appeared black and tender, as did the liver.

Q. What was your opinion of the body, when
you thus faw it ?

_A. 1do firmly believe that the draft mentioned by
Lady Boughmn, by the fymptons that followed, was
the occafion of his death.

Q. Smell tothat bottle, A, The liquid is laurel water.

Q. Would the medicine prefcribed by Mr. Powell
produce any fuch fymptons?

A. No, itis perfeltly innocent,

Q. Have you made any experiments of laure] warter?

A. Yes, in company with Mr. Wiinjopr., [ fid
upon a middle fized dog, who dmptrd-awn dead in
half an hour.

The next was to an aged mare at repeated intervals,
about one pint and half, who inftantly precipitated
to the ground, where fhe lay and kicl{_d, her eves
tolled, fhe gulphed, and io about fifteen minutes fhe
expired. We then gave a cat about a’ fpoonfl Uf
laurel water, and the died in a few minutes, *

This week I gave about a pint to an aged mare.

'hut the firft horn fuli the dropped to the grovnd—fhe

D2 fnrifhmurﬁd
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endeaveured to raife herfelf vp on her hinder parts—
we gave her another Liorn, and fhe dropt—died great-
ly convulfed in twenty eight minutes—after fhe wis
dead the body heaved—All the bodies I have feen
npcnjd have a violent diftention of the nerves full of
blocd.

Q. Do you know of any medicine that fmells like
laurel water ?

A. No.

Q. Does it fmiell like bitter aloes ?

A Yes,

Q. Was the quantity of liquid in a phial of lauret
water fufficient to kill a human body ?

A, Yes.

Q. Then do you think Sir T, was pcifoned ?

A. Yes, as far as one may be allowed to form
appearances after death,

Crofs Examination.

Q. Then you fay that after a bnd}r was fo long
dead, it was impofiible to tell ?

A. No, by no means, the analogy between the
horfes and the body were much alike.

Q. Was you not deterred from opening the body
by a nauvefous {mell ?

A. Yes, as we did not hear of any purpole it was
to anfwer.

. Did you not undertake to acquaint Sir Wm.

Wheeler with the fame 3

A, No, but as I went away Mr. Donnellan fa!d
fhall you fee Sir W, Wheeler ? = I replied, not thar
I know of—On the 6th of September I faw Sir W,
Wheeler at the Black Dog——On. the gth of Sep-
tember I faw the body again.

Q. Does not five or fix days in the heat of {ummer
caule putrefaction to grow very faft ? '

A. Yes, but the body was in that point far bﬂttr
than I thought for,

Q. Did ; you and Mr. Wilmour agreein rc‘lpc& m
your opiniun of the body ?

‘- A. Yes,
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A. Yes, in general, bot I was rather a novice be-
iﬂrztht Coroner, not being ufed to a thing of the
tind.

Q. Have you been much ufed to anatomical dif-
feltions ? :

A. Yes, as much as perfons in general are that
are not entirely bred to anatomy.

Q_Did you well obferve the ftomach afterdiffeétion?

A. Yes, there appeared about one fpoonful and
half of flimy matter, but not gritty that I perceived,

Q_ What are the figns of inflammation ?

A. A red appearance : we took out the ftomach,
and the liquor that iffued oyt was of fuch a ftench,
that we did not purfue it. .

Q. Was you not at the time ®f the Coroner’s In-
queft of opinion, that the body was poifoned by
arienic ? -

AL Yes; -

Q. Then you think you were miftaken then ?

AT, -

Q. Thea why may not you be miftaken alfo now ?

A. Becaufe from what Lady Boughton faid, lau-
rel water feems much more the cafe.

Q. Might not the burfting of a blood veffel occa-
fioned, by being made fick, bring on convulfiogs ?

Al Tes, ;

Q. Do not perfons who die of an epilepfy or apes
plexy have the fame fymptoms ? 3 -

A. No, I by no means think the fymptoms alike,
which Sir Theodofius is faid to have had, _

Q. Is it not cuftomary when people are near dy-
ing that they froth at the mouth ?

A. No.

Chnls it not common when any medicine is given
againit the will 10 animals, that they froth atthe’
mouth ?

A. Yes, but where poifon is given it always
drives the bloed as far as it can frem the center.of

the body, : -i
Q_PDi
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bonL Did you fmcll the liquor that came out of the
y e _ S-S :

A. Noother than what I was obliged to do, and
which I then attributed to the volatile falt of the bo-
dy, butl felt d4n acrimony on the tongue, and in ail
the operations 1 have made with laarel water, €ven
by fmelling to any open bottle, I have had the fame
acrimonious tafle;

Mr. R. W ILMBUR, Sargeon.
Q_ When you went to Lawfoid-hall to examine
the body, - what part did you fee?

A: Only the face. :
 Q_ Was there any mention made by the prifoner
or any other perfon about the fulpicion of poifon ?

1Az, Mo. ot | _
Q. Ifthere had, fhould you have-been fatisfied
in going away as you did ? : |

A. No, .1 certainly fhould have had the body
T i IRT il o caci ,

From the Fudge. Q. You have heard® what Dr:
Rattray has faid refpecting the experiments made on
dogs and hoifes, in company with you; do you agree
~with him ? e

As ¥es. . |

Q. Do you think laurel water contained in a phial
of the fize of that the decealed ook, fufficient to de-
ftroy human life? - ; ey S

A. Yes, I am gonfident it would any man in court;
in bhalf an hour ; Epileply is of two kinds, primary
and fiffematic. By the primary I mean that a man
may in the midft of life, as Julius Czfar did in the
fulleft healgh, drop down in convulfions, froth at the
mowth, and afterwards either live or die.—By the
Sftemaiic, 1 mean, where any fymprom appeats, as I
“bave fezn by experience, wheire from a imall fymp-
tom at firft, an epilepfy has been brought on, and
the effe&t has been mortal. TS i o

Q. Do you know of what diforder SIET]‘&CMUQ

die’, i
- e 4,
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A.'T have heard the evidence of Lady Boughton,
and am confident that the death of Slr Thr:udnﬁus
was occafioned by raking the poifonous draught ad-
miniftered to him by L”dy Boughton.

Dr. A4 8§ H, cof Birmingham,

Gavehis opinion that agreeable to the evidence he
had heard of the fymptoms of Sir Theodofius’s death,
that he died of a poifon, and on opening the bodjr
there was that kind of fmell which is generally to be
found on the opening of animals, that are poifoned
by vegetable poifon, not mineral,

Dr. PARSONS, Profeffor of Anatomy at Oxfard.

Gave it as bis opinion, that from the nature of he
conflicution of Sir Theodofius, he was confident he
died by taking the draught contained in the bottle gi-
ven him by Lady Boughton, and the fmell of laurel
water was extremely fimilar to that of bitter aloes.
The draught given him as prefcribed by Mr. Powell,
containing Jallap and Rheubarb, would by no means
occalion any fuch fymptoms, as Sir Theodofius had.
Jallap difagreed with fome, and caufed a heaving at

the ftomach, but nn*hmg dangerous, he thought
the {‘ymptnr-w of Sir Theodofius were more like .Apn-
plexy than Epileply.

Crofs Examination.
Q. Did you never hear of a perfon dying fuddenly
in the prime of life, '
A. Yes, there a variety of caufes which will bring
on an I pileply.—-Laurel Water is of {o dangerous a
nature, thar I have known death brought on by taklnﬂ'
only two drachms. ,F,;, N 2

SAMUEL BUCKNELL, S#rgmm
I went to Lawford-hall on my own accord, “and

faw Mr. Donnellan who I informed that htarlnguf Dr.

Ratcray and Mr. Wilmour having been there, and
clined npening the body, T was willing to undertake

it, and open the ftomach for the fatisfaction of the

family, if he plcafed.—Capcam Donnellan replied,
. that
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that it would not be either fair or right to let any
perfon meddle with the body after two men fo emis
nent as Mir. Rattray and Mr, Wilmour had declined
it —therefore I went away without opening the body.
—n the gth of September I went again and faw
Captain Donnellan, and afked him if he had {gen Sir
Williany Whesler ? he faid no, bur he hJ.d received
a letter from Sir William Wheeler, and he Exptﬂ:ed
fome gentlemen of the deuIt:.r? but he waited for
Sir Willliam Wheeler’s further orders.

1 went away, and returned in abous an hour, and
afked if Mr. Snow had been there ? Captain Don-
nellan faid yes, he has been here, and is cone 3 he
has given the ntccffary d:re&mns, and 1 am very
forry you have given yourfelf fo much unneceffary
trouble ; upon which I went away,

WILLIAM FROSS, coachman to Lady Roughton.

On the day of Sir Theodofius’s death Captain
Donnellan and my Lady was to have gone to the
Wells to drink the waters.—He felt the girths, and
faid, they are faft, I believe Will.—He faid Lady
Boughton was not ‘ready, upon which I then led my
L.ady’s horfe into the ftable——where my Lady fent
to me, and faid, Will, go to Dr. PDthl and fetch
him, for Sir T hf:ﬂdoﬁus is very ill. ¥ replied,
my Lady there is no horle left but yours," thal:
fays ﬂ':f, will not go faft enough. I re ]‘ied
thf: Captain is juft gone out.—She {aid, go fctch
him ; Idid—and fome time after he called me intQ
the parlour, and faid, Will, which gate did I go out
at this morning M replied, the iron gate, your
honour. Upon which the Captain turned round to
his wife, and faid, there, you hear what Will fays,
~——he will be a gnod evidence for me,

SAMUEL FROSS.

I went to Mr. Powell’s for a medicine for Sir The-
odofius, on Tuefday the 2¢th of Augufl, 1780, and
received it from Mr. Puwell which I brought home,
between 5 and 6 o’clock, and gave to Sir Theodofius

himtelf,
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himfelf, who put it in his room.— We afterwards
went to fithing, and Sir Theodofius far on horfeback
to fee us fith, the whole time, with his boots on. The
next morning I went into his room, about fix o’clock,
to wake him, and get fome f{traps to fix a net on
a mare to go to Dunton a fithing, and Sir Theodo-
fius jumped out of bed and fetched them, with a
portmanteau, out of another room ; and he then ap-
peared in a good ftate of healch. -
Crojs Examingtion,

Q. Who was prefent when you gave Sir Theodos
fius the medicine ?

A. His fifter.

Q. Did you fee Mr. Donnellan that evening you was
fthing ?

A. Yes, he was walking in the garden. |

Q. Was not Captain Donnellan in bed when Sir
Theodofius came home at night ?

A. Idon’t know, Sir Theodofius did not come
home until it was dark. - -

_ a7 MARY LYON.

I lived at Lady Boughton’s uatil about a month
before Sir Theodofius died. Captain Donnellan lived
there all the while, and had a itill which he ufed to
diftil rofes in, but whether he ufed to diftil any thing
elie I cannot fay, the room where the ftill was was
keprt lockt, - i

FRANCIS AMOS, gardener to Lady Boughton.
1 lived at Lawford-hall, and was out a fithing with
Sir Theodofius the evening before he died.

Q. Was Captain Donnellan a fithing with you 2

A. No. _

Q. Did you hold any converfation with Captain
Donnellan ¢ : : ;

A. Yes, the evening of Sir Theodofius’s death,
Captain Donellan faid, Gardener, now you fhall live
at your cafe ; you fhall not be worked as you were in
Sir Theodofius’s time.~-1 have wanted to be mafter a -
long time, and now 1 am mafter, and will hold if.---

E _ Captain



( 3 }

Captain Donnellan a few days after Sir Theodofius
died, brought him a ftill to clean, which was full of
wet llmt: that the Captain faid was to kill fleas.

Q. Have you ever gathered any thing out of
the garden for the Captain to diftil from ?

' A Yes, I have gathered him lavender

Q. Does your garden contain any laurel ?

A. Yes, a great deal, and bay-leaf too.

Q. Did Captain Donnellan fay any thing to you.on
the morning of Sir Theodofius’s deceale ?

A. Yes, he defired me to get two pigeons for Sir
Theodofius, who, he faid, was very bad, and would
die of that curfed diforder, the pox. I told him there
were no pigeons fit; and _}uﬁ' as I was fpeaking to
him, Lady Bnughtnn came out, wringing her hands,

faymﬂ- it was too late now, for Sir Theodofius was
dead.

WILLIAM CROFTS, one of the coroners inqueft.
I faw the prifoner at the time L.ady Boughton was
giving her ev:dcnce, pull ber by the ﬂEEV’E when the

mentioned the rincing of the bottle in Sir Theodofi-
u5 's IG'DITL-

JOHN DERBYSHIRE, & prifoner far debt in War-
wick goal.’

I lived for abnve a nmpth in the fame room with
the prifoner, and in a converfation I afked him, whe-
ther he thought the deceafed was poifoned ? he re-
plied, he had no doubt of it. I afked him, who
could do it? he anfwered, themfelves, Who are
themflelves ? Why fays he, his mother, htmﬁelf apo-
thecary, and family. I replied, Sir ‘Theodofius could
nét doit. No, faid he, I don’t think he would : the
apothecary could ‘not, for he would Jofe a patient :
the frotman could not, for he would lofe a good maf-
ter: and it was unnatural to think Lady Boughton
would. He then talked of the covetoufnefs of Lady
Boughton ; faid, fhe had received an anonymous let-
ter the day after Sir Theodofius’s death, charging her

mth
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with the death of her fon; that thé had defired him

to conceal the lerter from his wife, and had afked
him to give up his claim to the perfonal eftare.

Crofs Examination.

Q. What are you ?

A. Thave been a reputable tradefman.

Q. Have you not failed twice ? .
1 A. Yes, I have been twice a bankrupe; but 1 fell
airly, '

Q.. Do you know Sit Alexander Leith and Mr.
Pope ? | .

A, I know Mr. Popeé, but do not know; nor did I
ever {ee, Sir Alexander Leith.

Sir WILLIAM WHEELER; Bart, guardian to the
deceafed, fworn.

Proved thé letters that had beer delivered into
court, and the reafon of his writing to Captain Don=
nellan was, on Friday the tft of September, he heard
of a fufpicion of there being poifon given. The next
letter was the 4th of September; where he propofes
to have the body opened; as Sir Theodofius was faid
to be killed by medicine or poifon,

; .. EDWARD ORME, -

I received a letter from Mr. Roe; the goalef, di-
fected to Mrs. Donnellan ; it was not fealed,and I had
curiofity enough to copy it; I took it to Rugby, and
;hm gave it to a perfon to carry over to Lawfords

all,

| Mr. ROE, goaler.

I delivered a letter to Orme, which I received from
the fervant who waits on Captain Donnellan.

Q. As the letter was notfealed, had you curiofity
enough to open it?

A. Yes, | did, and read it:

The evidence on the part of the profecution being
clofed, the letters which had been’ referred to were
delivered into courty, and his Lordihip informed the
prifoner, that then was the time for him to make his

E 2 defence;
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defenice ; upon. which the Prifoner delivered to the
Clerk of the Arraigns, a written paper, which was
read as follows :

PRISONERS DEFENCE.

My Lords and Gentlemen of the Fury.

Permit me at this unfortunate period of my life, to
ftate to you, that many falle and injurious reports
have been induftrioufly clrculattd concerning me, in
the various town and country news papers, ever
fince 1 have been in confinement.—The reports have
been equally injurious to my honor, and dangerous
to my fafety. I have moft undefervedly laboured
under'a load of prejudice, fuch a load, as I believe,
no man ever fuftained, or at leaft was ever tried un-
der. —I hope, however, that the integrity and juftice
of your Lord(bip, and the wifdom of you, Gentlemen
of the Jury, will relicve me from any effcé thefe
wicked afperfions may have caufed in the minds of
men, and do me that firi&t juftice which I have an:
indifputable right to. When 1 firft married Mrs.
Donnellan, I did it at the defire of her friends. 1 did
it on the molt liberal principles, and in the moft ge-
nerous manner, for | bound myfelf under fuch re-
ftrictions, that I could not receive even a life enjoy-
ment in any eftate of hers, either atual or in expec-
tancy, without her confent,

What inducement then could [ have to perpetrate
fo wicked, fo cruel, and fo horrid a deed, as | ftand
charged with, when no advantage could be derived
to myfelf. We have lived together ever fince my
marriage in the moft perfeé&t harmony and friend-
fhip, and I truft that the manifold proofs of my
friendfhip for the decealed, by having frequently in-
terfered in quarrels, and kept him %rnm differences
that might endanger his perfon, will appear to you,
Gentlemen, that my conduét was not like one thas
would wilh so deprive another of his life.

Immediately
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Immediately on the deceafe of Sir Theodofius, ¥
wrote to his guardian, Sir W, Wheeler, to acquaint
him of the melancholy event, and in purfuance to the
anfwer I received, fent for the Doctors defired; they
met, and the readinefs I fhewed for the body to be
infpected, will, I am confident, fufficiently prove,
that [ was innocent of what I am charged.

I have to requeft, that you will not fuffer the load
of prejudice, that is gone forth, to aét in the leaft
degree againft me, but that you will with candor and
impartiality, do me ftri¢t juftice, as you would ex-
pect it yourfelves, |

ANDREW MILLER, Pofi-mafer, keeps the
% Bear at Rughy.

In June 1778, there happened a quarrel between
Sir Theodofius and Mr. Wildbore, and Mr. Donnel-
fan was fent for, and Ithink he then prevented fight-
ing, but it is fo long ago, Ido not perfeétly remem-
ber the affair. _

Mr. LOG G A4 N.

I was prefent at a quarrel between Sir Theodofius
and Sir W. Millet, upon which Mr. Charters inter-
fered, and a challenge enfued. Sir Theodofius fent
for Mr. Donnellan, whofcanse and prevented the quar-
rel coming to any dreadful iffue,

Mr. HUN T E R.

Q. Can any certain-chirurgical reafons be given for
the caufe of Sir Theodofius’s death, by the fymptomg
mentioned by Lady Boughton ?

A. By the internal and external appearance of the
diflection, nothing could be formed, except that of
the putrefaction.

Q. If an apoplexy had come on, would not the
fymptroms been neaily the fame #

A, Yes. _

Q. Did you never know any young man die of am
apoplexy ?

A, Yes, but not very frequent, Young perfons

mure
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iore frequentlydie of an Epilepfy than of an Apo-
plexy:

Q. Did you evetr know Laurel Water given to a
human perlon ?

A. No, '

Q. Did you ever try poifon oh anirhals?

A. I have poifoned fome thoufands.

Q. Has poifon the fame effect on brutes as it has

on the human fpecies.

A. Opium and Arfenic will at alike; on the hu-
man frame and brute creation. Itis a notion that
brandy will kill a caty I have tried it; and have killed
many cats. Yet it is a miftaken maxim, for the reafon
is, that by being given contrary to the will of the
animal, the violent ftruggling againft it frequently
occalions fome of the liquor to reach the lungs, which
15 the caufe of the death. L a9,

Q. Had you been prefent at the diffection; would
‘you not have examined the inteftines ?

A. Had I been calléd on to give my opinion on 2
matter of the kind, Ifhould have I:.url"m:::]P my fearch
to the inteftines moft certainly, as the bowels are thé
traét in which the poifon muft have worked, and had
the head been opened it would have produced much
_ greater fatisfaction, as a large quantity of extravalated
blood would have been found, had the body died of
an epeliply or apoplexy. ' ‘

- Q._Docs it not frequently happen that where the
father has died of an apoplexy, that the fon has done
the fame?

A. In all cafes conflitutional difeafes are liable to be
hereditary, but no acquired difeafe ¢an be communi-
cated to a child. :

Q_Having heard the defcription which the other
gentemen have given of the fymptoms before death,
and the appearances after, might not the fame fymps
toms and appearances have bren produced by other
caufes ?

A. 1 have not the leaft doubt of it.

Lrofs
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Crofs Examination.
Q. Is it. cuftomary for perfons that are not poje
fonea to froth at the mouth when dying ?
A. The healthieit perfons generally do froth when
dying, and heaving is produced by the ceafing of the
voluntary aétions.

Q. Have you ever ufed laurel water to any ani-
mals ?

A. I have given it to dogs by introducing it into
the ftomach and veins, and it has produced death,
but not fo fuddenly as defcribed by fome of the wit-
nefles.

Q. Do you conceive an apoplexy as a conftitu-
tional diforder ?

A. Yes; as conftitutional as any other,

Q. Would not laurel water have produced the fame
effeéts, as have been defcribed by lady Boughton and
the gentlemen of the faculty who have given their
opinions ?

A. I can conceive it might.

(From the judge) Q. Is it common for young men

in health, and thin in perfon, as the late Sir Theodofius
was, to die of an apoplexy ?

A. Thin perfons are not {o liable to apoplexies as
others, but health fignifies nothing,

Q. Then, upon the whole, do you think that Sir
Theodofius’s death was caufed by taking the draughts
admniflered by lady Boughton ?

A 1 feel myfelf in a difficult fitvation. I do not
mean to hefitate or keep back the truthy but it is a
hard thing to fay; it might be from that, or from
many other caufes; the healthieft perfons are fres
quently taken off quite fuddenly.

Here clofed the evidence for the prifoner, upon
which his Lordfhip began to fum up the whole of the
evidence that had been given, which he did with great
accuracy, candour and impartiality: as the evidence had

been very long and a great part of it technical he
defired the Council or Jury to fet him right if he

fhould
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fhould by chance miftake any part of it. He repro.
bated the method of inferting in news-papers reports
previous to a trial, as they undoubtedly were means of
prejudicing people’s minds, but he ftrictly charged
the Jury not to pay any attention to the reporis they
had hcard bug adhere to the evidence that had beeg
given.

His Lordthip particularly adverted to the rincng
of the bottles; the ftill being filled with lime the
prifoner having mentioned that 8ir Theodofivs had

ot wet in the feets the letiers to Sir William Whee-
ir, &c. &c. and defired the Jury to find, if they
could, anf{wers to thofe facts. The indiétment, he (aid,
pointed ou that arfenic had been vfed ; that was per-
fetly immaterial whether it was arfenic, laurel water,
or any other poifon, if it appeared to them that the
deceaied had been poifoned it was fufficient, the next
cafe for them to confider, was, whether the prifoner
was the perfon who had poifoned him, and in cafes of
poifon a ftrong chain of circurmitancial evidence was
as full proef as could poflibly be expected.

The Jury went out of Courr, and in about ten
minutes time returned with a verdi€t, That he was
GLLILLTY.

The cletk of the arraigns then afked the prifoner
what he had to fay why Entence of death fhould not
be pufled upon him, and on receiving no anfwer, his
Lordfhip arofe, put on his cap, and addrefied him as
follows: |

Joun DonNELLAN, /

You now ftand convicted on the cleareft evidence
that could be produced,of the crime of murder, which,
of all crimes next to thofe againft the ftate, the go-
vernment, or the conftitution, is the moft atrocious,
Of 2]l murders, poifoning is the moft horrible ; and -
if there may be degrees allowed in that fpecies of
guilt, that of which you are now convigted furpafes
all others of the kind that wentr before yours, as
much as murder itfelf furpaffes other crimes. The

place,
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" place, the manner, and the perfon ofi whom yot

committed this murder greatly enhance your guilt.—
It was committed at a place where you had an eppor=
tunity of friendly intercourfle with the deceafed, and
was little expected to commit an a¢t of fo horrid a
nature. But your ambition has made you commit
what every honeft mind muft fhudder at. You have
cut off the rifing offspring of an ancient and refpeét=
able family. In the commiffion of this cruel a&,
avarice feems to have been your motive, and hypocrie
{y was your cloak. The greatnefs of his fortuna
has cauvfed the greatnefs of your ctime : you faw him
likely te be in the poffeflion fhortly of an ample
fortune, equal to fupport the ancient dignity of his
family. You faw that his death would put you into
the enjoyment of that fortune, and therefore wicked-=
ly determined to facrifice the devoted youth who ftood
between you and your ambitious defigns.
_ The blacknefs of your crime is the deeper ftill from
#he cohfideration that the unhappy youth feod in fo
near a relation to you, and that you took away his life
under the treacherous mafk of friendfhip, and a pre-
tended care of his health. T'he inftrument too, which
you made choice of for this detefted purpofe, isan ad-
ditional aggravation of your offence. It was not fuf=
ficient to facrifice the life of the fon, but you muft
pitch upon his unhappy mother for the innocent in-
firument of your foul purpofe.

The aé& itfelf was not fuddenly thought of. It was
deliberated long, and the longer the deliberation was,
the greater was your offence, It was accompanied
with fo many arts and fo much previous caution that
it feemed to defy detection, but from a farality which
ever attends altions of fo black a die, and whichl
truft ever will attend all the fecret defigns of murder,
circumftances have arifen that have brought to lighs
the guilt which you ufed fo much art to conceal.

For in moft cafes of murder Heaven generally

K Aoints
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. \ —
points out a door for conviction, which the m#rdefer
feems to think fhut, LR f | :
~Inyour cafe there appears to be a peculiar interfes
rence of Heaven to bring the crime to light ; for out
of the very extraordinary pains which you took ta
tonceal the offence, circumftances have arifen that
are fo fingular in their nature, and fo correfpondent
with each other that they have indubitably marked
you as the perpetrator of this murder. el

In a fact of {o fecret a kind, circumftantia) evidence
1s the only evidence that can generally be expected;
and in your cafe circumitances have appeared than
which I will venture to fay po ftronger have ever
been known. They have perfectly fatisfied the Jury
of your guilt; and I implicitly concur in opinion witg
them. In the detail of this evidence your letters to
Sir William Wheeier are none of the weakeft, They
are full of the utmoft deceit, and in them jr appears,
moft clearly, that you have endeavoured to prevent
that refpeétable gentleman from enguiring into the
caufe of the dccedied’s death, and your rincing out the
bottles, that nothing might be traced from them, ape
pearsto me as plain a proof of your guilt as poffibility
could produce. After you have beep convicted on fo
clear an evidence, you cannot expcét to meet with an
thing but firick juftice here, but you will fhortly ap.
pear before an aweful tribunal, where the fecrets of
all'men’s hearts are laid open, and however you might
hope to clude the penetration of an earthly judge,
that Almighty and all-knowing judge, at whofe Eaj:
you are next to render account of this unhappy faét,
- 1s already acquainted with the inmoft devices of your
heart.—T he ‘education you have had muft convince
you of this truth, and that during the fhort time you
have now to live, a deep contrition for your manifold
fins is the only means you have left to make your
peace hercafter,— May the Almighty in his utmoft
wifdom pardon you! © A e
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