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Awnonc the various methods, by which
it hath pleafed Almighty God to preferve
upen our minds a conftant fenfe of the
uncertainty of human things, and to con-
wvince us, that the prefent is, at beft, but
a temporary ftate of being, the difafes
which are permitted, from time tq time,
to warn us of our latter end, or actually
to bring us to it, are the moft remarkable
and important. Of thele, fome creep
upon us with lingering fteps, and, by the
flownefs of their approach, feem intend-
ed to afford us time to get ready for our
great change: others, by the quicknels

and violence of their attacks, hold out an
A2 - awful
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awful leflon, at leaft to furvivors, of the-
neceflity of being a/aways ready.—Dut of
all the difeafes to which mankind are
liable, none are more remarkable, than
thofe which happen ornly once during life,
and that chiefly in the earherdtages of it.
Thefe appear to be particularly defigned
to remind parents of the uncertain tenure
by which they hold their offspring, and
of the entire dependence of both parents
and children, upon the great common

Father of all the families of the earth.

Of this latter clafs, the moft formida-
ble and fatal is the Small-Pox, when
caught by common infection. This dif-
eafe attacks, without diftinction, the old
and the young, the rich and the poor,
with fo few exceptions, as to be proper-
ly deemed univerfal. It rages during
every feafon of the'year, but is perhaps
moft frequent during the {fummer months,
when it is fure to be moft fatal. Every
conflitution, and every ftate of body, is
liable to receive it, whether in proper or
improper circumftances, or though labour-
ing under other difeafes. It is itfelf a
difeafe moft loathfome and naufepus, bath
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to the fufferers and thofe who attend
them ; quickly reducing even youth and
beauty'to a mafs of corruption, fo offen-
five to every fenfe, as to require the utmoft -
regard to duty, to overcome the natural
reluCtance to come near and take the ne-
ceffary care of it, even in thofe who have’
themfelves no dread of the difeafe ; and
with refpect to all others, the wretched
victim becomes the object of the utmoft
terror and affright. The chance of {ur-
viving, too, is lefs, perhaps, than in any’
other prevailing difeafe to which the inha.
bitants of this country are liable. By the
moft exact calculations, it is found, that
the proportion of deaths is at leaft one in’
JSix of all that are attacked by it; and, as
c€very town and village, and even populous
neighbourhood, has, in its turn. experienced
its ravages, and cannot expe&t to be long
free from it, fo it appears, from the beft
information, that not lefs than thirty thou-
Jand, annually, fall the victims of it, in

&

thefe kingdoms only *,

A 3 And

¥ Walker, p. 449, makes them y§,¢5¢: buts pers
haps, this may be ever-rated ; and ¥ would hoofz te
keep rather under, than over the truth, o
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And of thofe who furvive, how large a
proportion carry with them to their graves
(frequently ta a premature grav ¢) deplorable
marks of the effects of this diftemper ?
The beft that can be expected is deformity
of face, in confequence of the numerous
pits and f{cars which are eaten in the fkin
by thefe corrofive ulcers. But this is a
trifle, when compared with the frequent
inftances of lamenefs and blindnefs, the
various confumptive, and other complaints,
which are the confequences of it; and if
the Scrophula, or Evil, fhould be in the con-
(Litution, it is often aggravated by it in
an alarming degree,

Such are the effe@ts of the fmall pox,
when received by common infe&tion, cr
as it is ufual to call it, in the natural Way.
But I think this manner of {peaking of it
highly improper, becaufe many are led
from thence to conclude, that any other
way of receiving it is unnatural. “Where-
" as the infe&tion is, either way, equally
natura!, that is, produced by the appoint-
ment of the author of nature, whether it
be reccived by having the whole body

krought amongft, and breathing into the
lungs
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lungs (that delicate and tender orpan),
the contagious fteams arifing from the
difeafed patient, or by applying = imall
quantity of the infefting matter to a
fcratch in the arm. 'We have feen what
are the confequences of the former way;
lIet us now examine the effets of the lats
ter, which is called Inoculation,

The experience of feventy years has
now proved beyond a doubt, that the fmall
pox reteived by inoculation, is almoft al-
ways attended with a mild eruption ; before
which the patient feels little or no ficknefs,
during which he experiences fcarce any of
that difliculty of breathing which other-
wife produces fo many bad effets, and
after which there is no fuch thing as that
Jfecondary fever, which deftroys the greater
part of thofe who perifh in the way of
accidental infection. -

And it muft be evident to common fenfe,
that this naetural mildnefs of the difeafe
thus produced, muft be greatly aflifted by
the following advantages, which cannog
be enjoyed except by means of inoculation,

“The
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The confequence of all thefe favourable
eircumftances, as is found by the-moft
accurate examination, is, that inflead of
one in fix, not one in three hundred dies by
the inoculated {mall pox; and that if the

~ practice were to become univerfal, full
tawenty-nine thoufand lives would be annually
preferved. | :

Such being the falutary effects of  ino-
culation, it is no wonder that thofe who
have duly confidered thefe effects, fliould
be eager to have recourfe to it for the pre-
{ervation of their own children and that
all who are anxious for the prevention of
“much private diftrefs, and for the advance-
ment of the public profperity, which is fo_
intimately conneéted with the increafe of
population, fhould be defirous of encour-
aging it among their neighbours. To this

benevolent and public Ipirited purpole,
{everal

fitted for fuffering the infe@ious matter to pafs through

its pores, and thus producing a mild eruption. There
is another advantage ajtending this period, which is of
no fmall importance to. poor people, viz. that the mo-
ther’s time being already employed, in a good degree,
in the ordinary nurfing of her child, the additional at-
tendance required during its paflfage through this very
mild difeafe, will be productive of little inconvenience.
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feveral excellent charitable inftitutions,
both in London and in the country, are
entirely devoted; with this view, alfo,
many opulent individuals have been at
great pains to introduce it among their -
tenants, work people, and other depen=
dents ; and the Faculty have fhewn fuch a
laudable readinefs to contribute the utmeoft
of their afliftance to the eftablilhment of
the practice, that the poor may, almoft
every where, have their children inoculated
- gratis ; and have even, 1 {fome cafes, been
aflifted with money, clothes, medicines,
&c. during the courfe of the difeafe.

But as there ftill fubfifts, efpecially
among the lower clafles, a great and gene-
ral prejudice againft the practice of inoc-
ulation ; and as fome of the moft popular
grounds of this prejudice have obtained a
degree of credit by claiming to be founded
upon religion, and are, in truth, only a
mifapplication of principles which are
good in themfelves; 1 cannot but confider
it as a part of my duty, as a teacher of re-
ligion, to offer the following ferious addrefs
and expoftulation to parents on this im-
portant fubjet.—

It
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If you have read, with any degree of at-
tention, the comparative ftatement which
has been made above of the different effeéts
of the {mall pox as received by accidental
infection, and as communicated by inocu-
lation, you muft be fenfible, from your
own experience and obfervation, that the
ftatement is perfectly juft and fair, with-
out enlargement on the one fide, or con-
cealment on the other ; and you cannot but
wifh—it is not in nature that you fhould
wiih otherwife—that your own children
may be vifited with the difeafe in its mild
and fafe, rather than inits violent and fatal
- form.—What you wifh, it isin your power
to fecure. It is in your power, by inocula-
to1, to avoid, almoft entirely, both pain
and danger: and, if you negle& this ex-
pedient, you can expeét no other, than
that your children will fhortly be attacked
by the diftemper in all its malignity and
violence; which: will not enly carry off
great numbers of them, but will probably
leave, among thofe who furvive, lamenefs,
blindnefs, and other dreadful confquences.
Between thefe alternatives you have your
choice : the confequences are fairly fet be-
fore you, and your eycs are open to behold

them.
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of any hazard, and quickly forget the pain
or uneafinefs ; and afterwards, when they
ate grown up into life, are free from all
concern or diftrefs about it. How ‘many
- do we fee who, to the lateft hour of their
lives, can never fhake off their fear of .this

difeafe, but thudder at the fight of an in-
~ fefted perfon, as the moft formidable objecX
they can behold ? How unfit do they thus
become for various ftations and fervices,
to which you know not but your children
may be called ? But from all ‘this terror
your children, if inoculated, will be free 3
they will be able, without fear, to engage
in any line, however expofed to the dan-
ger of infettion; mnay, may even pafs
- through whole hofpitals of infedled pa-

tients without the flighteft apprehenfion of
danger ; and will often return their grate-
ful thanks to their parents for haviug faved

them the uneafinels which they fee others
exprefs. :

¢ But what, then,” you will be ready,
perhaps, to fay,  can you,  Sir, who
% profefs to teach fubmiffion to QGod’s
“ will, exhort us to prefume fo far as to
¢ take his difpofals out of his hands, and

B | , %€ choofe

-
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¢ choofe our own time of ficknefs and
¢ difeafe ? Can you, whofe bufinefs it is
¢« to prove that all things are fixed and
' determined by God, perfuade us that
¢ we may change the decrees of the Al-
¢ mighty ”—~Now as for what God has
fixed and determined, I do not prefume to
-declare any thing : in this refpet, I fear
we are far more peremptory and particular
than becomes us. I believe, as firmly as
any of you, that all things are appointed.
by the providence of God ; but this I alfo
be]ieve as firmly, that he has appointed
all things with a reference to fecond caufes,
or to that courfe of nature which he has
been pleafed to appoint. As with regard
to a future {tate he has {fet good and evil,
life and death, before us, to choofe
for ourfelves as rational and moral
creatures, fo aifo with refpect to the things
of this world —our fubfiftence, our health,
and our life, he has - manifeftly
permitted us to fee the confequences of
two different ways or methods of ating,
and to make our reafonable choice accor-
dingly. If we choofe right, we find the
advantage of it 3 if we choole wrong, we
are, fo far, fufferers,—Nay, he has pur-

pelely
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pofely made us fubje& to fuffer many dan-
gers and inconveniences, in order that we
might be put upon exerciling our faculties
to avoid them. He has made us fubje&t,

for inftance, to die by hunger, but he has
made us capable of avoiding this calamity,

if we p]eafe, by diligence : he has left us
to perith by the feverities of winter, if we
take no pains to guard againft it, by mak-
ing clothes and building houfes: in like
manner he has made us liable to a variety
of difeafes, and the Small-Pox among the
reft 3 but he has enabled us to prevent
fome, and to cure others, by a variety of
precautions and remedies, and, among the
reft, by inoculation.

‘When, therefore, you afk me ¢ what
¢ right have we to take God’s work out
¢ of his hands, and not to wait his time
« for bringing it upon our children,”’ I
anfwer, why do you not carry your
queftion forwards, and afk, ¢ how
¢¢ dare I take phyfic when I am figk, fince
¢ I know not but my ficknefs may be the
¢ meflenger of death; or if not, God
¢ needs not my ailiftance to bring about -
 my recovery /—If ahoufe be falling in

B 2 .“thc
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“ the ftreet, . what occafion have I to get
- % out of the way, fince, if God does not
“ intend that I fhould be killed, it is im-
¢ poffible for ftones or timber to hurt
¢ me ? Or why fhould I eat my viCtuals,
“ or put on my clothes, fincegif it be d¢-
¢« creed that I muft die, my eating or.
¢ covering myfelf will not keep me alive ?
¢ —Nay, what right have I to work for
¢ food or clothing 7 is it not impious
¢ to prefume that I can procure them by
 my own pains and labour?”—Is not
fuch a ftring of abfurd queftions (all ne-
ceflarily following from yours) fufficient
to teach you, my good fricnds, that that
15 God’s time for any thing, when he ena-
bles you to perform it toadvantage £ You
eat your food and wear your clothing
by God’s permiflion, and with his high

" approbation too, when it is the fruit of

your, own honeft induftry: Why, then,
thould he not approve of your bringing a
difeafe uapon your children, whetn he fur-
nifhes you with an opportunity ‘of doing
it to the beft advantage, and with an al-
. moft abfolute afiurance of fafety; rather
than of that fupine and liftlefs negligence, *
which, under a pretence of fubmiilion ‘hth
| 5
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his will, muft leave yourfelves and them
expofed to the daily dread and terror of
receiving it in its moft frightful and fatal
form? Or why fhould this be the Devil’s
time, as fome wild objectors have impi- -
oufly faid, and that alone be God’s, which
gives your children fcarce a chance of
efcaping. Does he who fent his Son to
fave and not to deffroy, and who direéts us
to judge of every tree by its fruits, adopt
the moft deftrudtive method of dealing
with his offspring ? Or is he who, the fcrip-
ture tells us, is a murdercr from the begin-
ning, fo altered in his nature in thefe latter
days, as ‘to have become¢ beneficent and
kind to men ?

I thetefore think it clear, that you
would charge me very unjuftly with a want
of fubmiffion to the Divine Providence, for
only advifing you to make ufe of means
aubich it bas appointed, for lefiening a neeef-
fary evil. Icallitneceffary, becaufe in alarge
town or populous neighbourhoed, the Small-
Poxare conftantly prevalentin fome guarter
or other, fo that you can never be certain
‘that your childrén will efcape them ; nay,
rather ' you moay be morally certain that

e they °
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they willnot: And, I think, I am war-
ranted to call inoculation a mean appointed
by Gad, fince the fuccefs of every part of
it depends upon his co-operation. As the
hufbandman that fows his feed has no
power of making it {pring, but muft wait
for the rain and warmth of heaven to
raife up the fruit of his labours; fo here
we muft look for God’s influence and
blefling upon the laws of nature which he
has eflablifhed, without which, the incifion
and the matter which we apply will fignify
nothing. Surely, then, we may conclude,
that, if done with a proper fenfe of {ub-
miflion to God, and with an humble hope .
that he will accompany it with his favour
and blefling, fo excellent an expedient for
fecuring the lives, the health, and the com-
linefs of our children, is as much an act of
duty to them, asit is toreftrain’'them when
in danger of doing wrong, or to punifh
them when they have done it, rather than
by leaving them entirely to nature, to run
the hazard of their contracting a deformi-
ty, or fuffering a total deitruétion, ef their

moral principles,

B3 ¥ can -
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I can, therefore, fee very little indeed
in this very common objection againft
inoculation; and to thofe who would
¢¢ fhew the eppo{ition between divine re-
¢ fignation,” and this falutary practice,
either by fuch fallacious reafoning, or by
wildly quoting the fcriptures in their fa-
vour, as one man in particular has done*,
{aying, He that loveth his fon or dm.tgbrfr
move than mey is not worthy of me ; 1 would
reply, iu the words of the fame divine per-
fon, I alfo awill afk you one queftion, Is it
laawful 1o do good or to de evily to fave life or
to deflroy ?

¢ But flill,” you will fay, ¢ we can
““ by no means reconcile ourfelves to the
‘“ notion of bringing a diftemper upon our
¢ childien.” And, to be fure, no man
in his fenfes wauld make his child fick,
for the 1ake of ficknefs; but to make him
fick in iuch a way, as may probably be of
fervice to his health, is not onlv lawful
and right, but what we do, what we can-

not avoid (lomg, every day. 'When I giv

him a dofe of phyfic, or apply a bhﬁcr, |

~when 1 bleed him, or draw his teeth, I

certainly
* A Mr Mafley ; See Kirkpatrick, Intr. :
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certainly bring on a diltemper, and give ~
him great pam for the time. Now if 1 q
may lawfully do this, by giving him fome- |
thing by his mouth, or laying fomething -

on his back, why may I not make the:
fame ufe of his arm or leg; or why not by |
putting fomething into his arm, as well

as by taking fomething out? Or if [ may - *
lawfully make him fick, for one day, why

not for two days, a week, or more, as the

cafe may require ¢ And that this is a cafe
which requires it, is plain, becaufe there

is a perperual danger of infection in the
common way, from which, though God can
preferve your children if he will, yet I
know ot no warrant you can have to affure

vou that he will. I therefore cannot but
think, that he who, being equally liable to

the Small-Pox with others, is continually ‘,
in the wag of them, without taking any
meafures for his {afety 3 however, fome .
may call this faith or fubmiflion, or any
fine name they pleafe, 1s chargeable, in
fat, with high prefumption.

.

Queftions of this fort arefomtimesmade
plain by fimilitudes: The Small-Pox, fays
one, may be compared to a river, acrofs

which
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whith mankind muft pafs; inoculationis
like a boat, which may be ufed asa means
of pafling over it in fafety; but they who
fuffer their children to become the vi€tims
of the accidental Small-Pox, are like thole,
who, negleciing the fafe conveyance of
the boat, plunge into the water, and.
ftruggle with the danger of the ftream.

Or {uppofe, we take a fimilitude from
an oppofite element: If I have net had
the Small-Pox, there is fome quality in my
body, call it what you will, that difpofes
me to take the difeafe ; {ome fuel, fuppofe,
that wants nothing but a fpark to fet itin -
a flame. The air which {urrounds an
infeted patient, or any thing which has
been near him, before it has been purified,
is full of thefe fparks, if I take them in by
my breath, the fire will burn vehemently,
and confume, perhaps, the whole body; but
if I put a little matter into a {eratch in my
arm, the fuel burns away with a gentle
warmth, without any, or with a very

trifling hazard. Why, then, muft I wan<

tonly expofe myfelf to danger ? Surely, the
~ law of {elf-prefervation, which is the law
of God, requircs me to purfue the fafeft
method. ¢ Dut
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¢ But can we be certain,” perhaps fome
of you may fay, ¢ that our children will
¢ even thus be fecure from danger ?

Why, this would be a ftrange queftion
indeed, when you know very well, that the
healthieft perfon living, is not abfolutel
certain of living for an hour. It has plea{{
ed the All-wife Governor of the world,
to provide for the exercife of eur rational
faculties, and to excite and fecure our de-
pendence upon his providence, that no
human affairs, not even our neceflary {ufte-
nance, fhould be exempted from danger,
and attended with abfolute certainty:
Why, then, fhould certainty be expefted
in this cafe? I once knew a perfon who died
by a vomit, and perfons have fometimes
bled to death after 2 vein has been opened,
or a tooth drawn ; but would any one for
that reafon refufe an emetic, or {fubmit to
the torments of a tooth-ach. The proper
queftion 1s, “ Where lies the greateft
¢¢ danger f” for of two evils we are cer-
tainly to choofe the leaft, if we would act
as reafonable creatures. Now, where the
greatelt danger lies, and what, therefore,
ought to be avoided, is plain from the ac-

counk
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eount which you have read above., You
there find, that one in f{ix dies of the in-
fected Small-Pox, and not one in three
hundred by inoculation; that is, that a
perfon who 1s inoculated, has more than
fifty times the chance of one that takes
hem in the common way. A much lefs
difproportion would, in my epinion, be
fullyfuflicient to juftify the practice.

¢ But how,” you will probably each of
you obje&t, ¢ if my child fhould be that
“ one in three hundred ! How fhall I
¢ anfwer it to myfelf, that I brought this
«¢ difeale upon him ; and what will you fay
¢ for having perfuaded me to it ©”

With refpect to this objetion, as far as
1t relates to me, I confefls, that at firft it
had determined me to fay nothing to you
about inoculation; but when I came to
confider, whether I would rather choofe
to have it three hundred to one that this
fhould not be the cafe, or fix to one that
each of you fhould lofe your children for
want of fome fuch advice, 1 did not hefi-
tate to alter my refolution; for my face
would, indeed, have been covered with

thame
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fhame, if T had then prefumed to afk,
“ Why did you not inoculate,” and had
received this reproachful, but deferved re-
ply, ¢ Becaufe we thought it was wrong,

“ and you took no pains to convince us
¢ that it was right ?”

'With refpe& to the obje&tion as it con-
cerns you, I will fubmit to you the anfwer,
which, as a parent, I have made to it my-
felf, viz. that though I fhould doubtlefs be
much affected by the lofs of a child by the

Small Pox, as well as by any other dif-

order; yet, as I fhould be confcious to

‘myfelf, that I had adopted the moft likely
~means of faving its life, from a difeafe of
uncommon danger, I {hould endeavour to
fatisfy myfelf with having thus difcharged
my duty, and humbly refign my child to
God who originally committed it to me, as

a facred and important truft, to be educated
and fitted for himfelf; to be preferved

from every threatning danger, and prepared

for ufeful {ervices, by fuch means as the
careful application of the faculties which
God has given me to the means of infor-
mation he has brought within my reach,

4% 0 have

73



S b

have convinced me it is wifeft and bef? upon
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oty But
T Your confiience, you fay, will not permit you to be
inoculated, lef! yon fhould begome acceflary to your own death,
But would your confrience trouble yot, were you
to be thrown from your horfe, and your life endans
gered, as you were riding out to take the air for your
health ? would your confcience trouble you, i, in

order to prevent an apprehended malady, your fur-

on touched a tendon in bleeding you ? or does
your confcience trouble you, whilft you are incur-
ring the continual hazards of a fea-woyage, and the
dangers of a foreign climate for the fake of your
pleafure, for the improvement of your waderflanding, for
the increafe of your gain, or for the prefervation of
your cosnflitution ? In thefe, and other fimilar inftances,
which are every hour occurring in life, you judge
the beft you can, for yourf{¢lf, and for your friends,
whom either nature or choice has put under your
direction ; yor follow that plan of condu&, which
your own underftanding and the advice of the tkilful
tell you, bids faireft for the fafety of your perfon,
and the fuccefs of your undertakings; and then you,
ufually and wifely, leave the event to the will of the
Almighty, who difpofes all things, as he fees to be
moft fitting and convenient for the good of the whole.
Man is a weak, narrow-fighted, dependent and fala
lible creature; he was made to be governed by pro-
babilities ; and whilft he is governed by the greater
probability, as far as fuch probability, upon mature
and impaftial dellberation, appears to his beft undere
ftanding, he need be under no apprehenfion of in-
curring the difpleafure of that Being, who has made
him what he is.” 5 |
From Bifpop Squires Sermuny 1760, pu 24

&
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But confider, on the other hand, my
worthy friends, the cafe of thofe poor
children, whom you fhall neglect to ino-
culate ; and reflet upon the fenfations
which you muft feel, if, flighting the pre--
fent opportunity, you fhould quickly behold .
their deformed and lifelefs bodies, the
vi&ims of this cruel difeafe, and wifh, too
late, that you had availed yourfelves of
the adyantages which this moft excellent
expedient thus offers to your acceptance.—

There is another objection, which is
rather of a phyfical than a moral nature,

but being often urged by thofe who have
~ got over all other objections, requires to be
confidered. Itis ¢ that there is a danger
« of conveying other difeafes into the
¢ conftitution along with the {mall pox.”
Now whether every difeafe and infection
has its own peculiar feed, and method of
propagation, or not, it feems certain that
the pock, or puftule, which contains the
{mall-pox matter, is produced by that difeafe
only, and contains nothing but that mat-
ter. 'This, at leaft, is quite certain, that
na fuch diflemper bas ever yet been proved to
havebe n at the fame time thus communicated.

On
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On the contrary, perfons have been inocu-
lated from fcropKulous and feorbutic +
patients, and from perfons who had the iteh,t
. without taking any thing but the {mall POX.
What may have given fome colour for thig
objettion, may have been the appearance
of fcrophulous fymptoms after the fmall.
pox in children, whofe parents had the
Evil: but where this happens once after
the fmall pox by inoculation, it happens
ten times after the difeafe by infedtion :
fo that the late Dr Cullen advifed fuch pa-
tients to be inoculated, when they were in
danger of infeGtion, as the beft means of
preventing the aggravation of their cone
ftitutional difeafe.

After all T am aware you will objet
““ the great diflike of others toit, and the
* clamour which they make againft it.”

Now if a2 man muft never do his duty,
till all the world is convinced what that 18,
it will be a long time indeed before he ar.
rives atany fatisfaction. If you meet with
perfons refolved to condemn all who, upon

_ C2 ierious

t Kirkpatrick, p. 137.

{ Frem private information.
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{erious confideration, approve of this prace
tice, defire them coolly. to afk themfelves,

- What right bave they to judge another man’s
fervant ? And, baving firlt engaged to ufle
the utmoft caution not to {pread the in=
fe&tion, and given them warning to guard
againtt it, lay the cafe plainly and calmly .
before them, viz. ¢ that in your deliberate
¢ judgment, after the moft honeft and
¢ exalt enquiry, it is your duty to take
¢¢ this method for the prefervation of your
¢ children,” and then intreat them feriouiy
to confider, ¢ whether they would have
 you to contradict, or to obey, the in-
¢¢ ward convittion of your minds?” The
-anfwer, which every man, whe has either
reafon or confcience, would give to fuch
a queftion, will fufliciently direct you what
you ought to do. *

I have thus endeavoured, according to
my ability, to offer a fatisfaCtory aniwer
to all the objections which I have heard
made to the practice of inoculation. If I
have {ucceeded fo far as to convince any of
its propriety, I fhall think my time has
been well employed. I muft not, however,
difmifs this fubject, without further fug-

gelting
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gelting to fuch perfons, a few hmts of
adyice and caution.

And in the firft place, let me intreat you
to thew the ftricteft compliance with the
- rules laid down by the Inoculator: particu-
- larly that you do not obftinately refift, as
I have feen fome injudicious people do,
his direGtions refpecting the plentiful ad-
wiflion of frefh, cool air; which has al-
ways been found to be attended with the
utimoft relief to the patient; and is, indeed,
one of the greateft improvements which
have been introduced, of late years, 1nto
the treatment of zall contagious difeaies,.
but particularly the fmall pox.

IT. That you pay a firict attention to
cleaniinefs in every thing relating to the
patient, particularly with refpe& to chang=
ing of linen, as often s you convesiently
can.* "This will not only be comfortable
to him, but will prevent the infeltious
matter proceeding from him being col-
leCted upon it in fuch quantities as to be
dangerous in the neighbourhcod.- And

this leads me tp the :
: C 3 | II1. and

* The affiftance of charitable perfons in this WaY,
would be particularly ufeful to the poor.

i
.‘
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III and laft caution, viz. That yeu be
, barticularly careful to avosd {preading the
infection among thofe who feruple to in-
oculate; by any unguarded treatment of
your children or others, whilft under the
difeafe. This is a duty which you owe,
not only to the credit of inoculation (againit
which the only plaufible argument that has
ever been urged 1s this, ¢ that it has thus
- ¢ been the means of fpreading the infec-
¢ tion in the common way”), but more
efpecially to the rights and interefts of
others, which you are bound to attend to
and confult as facredly as your own.—If
they be not convinced, by thefe, or any
other arguments, they have the fame right
to abftain from inoculation that you, who
are convinced, have to inoculate. In this
cafe, as in many others, the Apoftle’s
direction is very excellent, Ha/? thou faith?
bave it to thyfelf . and lay not a flumbling-
block in thy weaker brother’s way. You
inoculate from a ferious perfuafion that it
is your duty to avoid the fatal confequences
of a diftemper; be very cautious that you
be not the means of bringing this calamity
upon others. - You have no right to dimi-

nith thar fecurity by the attention which
- you
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you pay to your own. And this you are
elpecially bound to obferve, as it may be
done without any expence or inconveni-
ence, but only by a little additional care,
applied to the obfervance of the following
direltions : '

i
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¢ 1. Suffer no perfon who has not had
the fmall pox, or who is conneted with
any who have not had them, to come
into your houfe during the difeafe.

‘¢ 2. After the eruption has appeared,
allow not the patient, upon any account
or pretence, to appear in the ftreet, or
‘other frequented place. If you have
no garden, or back ground, he may re-
ceive every advantage of frefh air at an
open door or window; and will thus
run no hazard of infecting others.

¢ ‘3. Both during and after the diftem-
per, luffer no perfon, clothes, furniture,
money, medicines, or any thing that can
be fufpected of conveying infectious
~matter from the patient, to go out of
the houfe, till they be wafhed, and ex.
pofed to the frefh air. Foullinen muft

not be folded up and laid by, or upon
: 11 my
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N. B .IT it obvious, that if thefe précau-
tions are {o necefiary in the mild ftate of
the difeafe, it muft be ftill more incum-
bent upon all thofe, who, either through
prejudice or accidental misfortune, may
happen to have received it by infe@tion, to
be very particularly careful ‘in the obfer-
vance of them,

And as thofe who are not convinced of
the propriety of inoculation, have no right
to prevent thofe, who are from availing
themfelves of its advantages, it is their
duty to pay attention to the warning, which
always either is or ought to be given, in
cafe of inoculation, to be upon their guard
again{t receiving the diftemper from ino-
culated patients, by fiuffering none of their
Jawilies io enter an infeled heufe, nor arny
perfon or thing from thence, to come near
“any of their fammily who are liable to the in

- fection. And this it is of greater impor=
~ tance to attend to, becaufe it is a too com-
mon pracctice with parents, ?fﬁfivfz‘ﬁf?aﬂ{ﬁiﬁg
0 their
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A4 PRAYER “which may be ufed avhile
Children are under INOCULATION.

GOD, who fetteft the {olitary in fa-
milies, and buildeft up the families of

thy fervants, we defire, at all times, to be very
thankful, for the advantages which arife from
our domeftic connections with cach other;
and more efpecially for the comforts
which we enjoy as parents, and for the
benefits which we are encouraged to hope for
hereafter, from the dutiful attention and fup-
port of our children. We look forward with
anxiety to the approach of thofe diftempers,
which, in the courfe of thy providence, thou
permitteft to befal them ; and we humbly truit,
that thou wilt not be difpleafed, if we avail
ourlelves of the means which thy wifdom hath
appointed, for leflening the danger; but that
theu, who encouragelt our honeft endeavours
to feed and clothe and teach our offspring, wilt
alfo gracioufly accept and fucceed every welk
meant attempt, to {ecure their lives and health.
With humble fubmiffion, we, therefore, ap-
proach thy throng, befeeching thee to blofs us
i our prefent undertaking, and to make it
efleétual to the fatety of our (child), and ' our
ewn future comfort and fatisfaion. Do thou,
in whofe hand are the iffues of from death,
' protet






