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Of what was obfervd du.

ring a clofe Attendance upon
MARY TOFT, the pretended
RABBET-BREEDER, &, :

el N fﬂﬁday Evening the 27th™

of Nowvember, 1716, Mr,
8t. André, Anatomift to Hig
Majefly, having received an Exprefs
from Mr. Jobn Howard, Surgeon and
Man-Midwife in Guilford, giving him
an Account that another Rabbet was
then

i



(6)

then leaping in Mary 7of?, fent me
Notice of it by Letter about eleven
of the Clock the fame Night, defir-
ing withal that I would keep at home,
and he would call upon me fome time
that Night, in order to carry me with
him to Guilford. Frin

I fat uvp till two in the Morning
waiting for him, and then fent my
Servant to his Houfe, defiring to be
excufed, for I was then going to Bed;
my Servant return’d before I was got
into Bed, and told me Mr. 8. Andyé
would be with me prefently, and de-
fired I would not go to Bed. |
~ Accordingly, between three ‘and
four in the Morning, He.and Mr.
Limborch, a German Surgeon and
Man-Midwife, came to my Houfe ;
and Mr. 8% Audré told me he had
been at Kenfington {ince he wrote ta
me,
g ..
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me, and defired me to go immediate-
ly with him to Gulford; adding, that
it was his Majefty’s Pleafure that I
fhould go and fee this Godalming Wo-
man fo much talk’d of, and after a
ftri¢t Examination to make my Report
concerning her.
- Immediately we fet out together for
Guilford about four in the Morning,
and arrived there a little after twelve
at Noon : We flopp’d at Mr. How-
ard’s Houfe, who being out of Town
we went dlrc&:ly over the way to the
Houfc where Mary 7oft (the Woman
faid to be delivered of feventeen
Rabbets) then lodged.
I found her in Bed, and after afk-
ing her feveral Queftions in the pre-
fence of Mr. §7. André, Mr. Limborch,
and feveral Women and Midwives, I
proceeded to examine her Breafts,
wherein
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wherein was a {mall Quantity of thin
Serous Matter like Milk ; 1 then felt
her Belly all over very carefully,
which was foft, and not much larger
than ordinary, and by no means
like 2 Woman with Child; the Right
{ide of her Belly, indeed, ‘was fome-
what bigger than the Lefr, with a
Hardnefs a-crofs it, which when I
prefs’d, the faid it gave her Pain.

[ afterwards diligently fearch’d the
whole Vagina, and being well affured
ac that time all was clear from Impo-
fture, I touch’d the Os Urers, which
was clofc and contratted in fuch man-
ner that it would not receive fo much
as the point of a Bodkin into it’s Ori-
fice; the Neck of the Urerus was fome-
what long; I then prefs’d againft the
Uterus with my Fingers opened in fuch
a manner as to receive as much of
the Body of the Urerus into my Hand

a5
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Howard her Surgeon ; 'when' I again
examin’d her in like manner as before,
and atking Mr. jsfm Pfaward whe
ther he then thought the Rabbet was
dead ; He anfwer'd, he. cnuld not ex-
actly tell, but had lately obférvd, ﬁ
hot Clothes were apply d, the Rabl
(ifalive) would leap again ; upon whu:
1 immediately. ordered Clothes to be,
made very hot, and apply’d them my,
{clfto all _hex__BcIly, being very defirous;
to feel that leaping Motien- they fo
much talk’d of, Upon applying of
the firft Cloth the Motion began, which.
they called the leaping up of the Ral:%,—;_
bet ; it was indeed a Motion like a fud-:
den leaping of fomethmg within the
right fide of her Belly, where I. had.
before felt that particular Hardnefs.

. The Motions were various, fome=
times with very. ftrong .Throws crofs.
| the
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the Bcily, efpecially on the right fide,
at other times with fadden Jerks® and
lengs ‘and  tremulous Motions and
Pantings, like the {trong Pulfations of
the Heart; and as I fat on the Bed in
| Company wnh five or {ix"Womehn, it
would ' fometimes fhake us all very
I’crongly ‘The whnle appeared to me
very different  from any convalfive
or hyfterick Motion 1 had eve1 “met’
W1th before. |

We then left the Woman and Mr.
Howard parted fromus, Mr. 2. Andre,
Mr. Limborch, and metlf went to thf:
White-bart-Inn ; but within lefs than
an hour Mr. 79% Howard bréught us,’
wrapt in a Paper, a piece of Membrane,’
‘which he faid he had juft raken from
the Woman, ‘and thew’d it us. T 'told
him he ought to have ff:nt for me, that'
T mnght have taken it away myﬁ:lf )
| B2 being
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being come down for that Purpofes
To which hereply’d, *twas true; but he
believ’d there was more to come, which.
I {hould take away before I return’d to
London, or to that effe&. . Upon exa-
mining . the Membrane; which - he
brought, it appear’d to me like a piece
of Bladder, but he infifted it was a
part of the Choriom, and that he had
more of it at home: Upon which E
walked with him to his Houfe to fee
the Rabbets and Membranes which he
{aid he had:taken from the Woman
and preferved in Spirits of Wine.

Mr. fobn Howard afk’d me to go.
with him and fee one of his Patients
who was very ill ; adding, he believ’d
itwould be fome time before any more
Membranes would come; and having:
left Orders to be fent fm fo foon as’
the Woman’s Pains came on, we forth-|

with
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with wentthither, and from thence to
Mr. Caflles at the Prusry, where we
met Mr. Zhomas Howard, his Brother,
and feveral Gentlemen of the N eigh-
bourhood.: . kA kT
About eight in the Evening a Mef-
{enger came to us from ‘the Woman:
and toldrus the was inPain : We went
immediately, and I found her fitting in.
a great Chair by the Fire-fide; I afk’d-
her if fhe was then in Pain, fhe anfwerd,
no, but that fhe had fome fharp Pains’
jult before I came in: I then touch’d’
her, and in the /agina perceivd with
my Forefinger and Thumb fomewhat
like a piece of Skin ; but being willing
to know whether it came out of the
Uteras, 1 pafled my Finger on one fide
the faid piece of Skin in the Vagina to
find if there was any part of that Skin
or Membrane yet remaining within the
153 . Uterus,
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Urerns; but perceiving the: Os Users
clofe, as before, and in the fame Form
as I left itlaft, I prefently took cut what
lay in the /agina, and upon examining'
it, confefs I was much furpriz’d, it ap=!
pearing to me fo like a piece of Hog’s
Bladder, that I was not able to form
any other Judgment of it, as I then:
told Mr. Howard, Mr. §t. André, Mr:
Limborch, and all that were there pre=
fent, afluring them that it was my O-
pinion that Membrane never came out:
of the Urerus. i

TheWoman,Mary Toft,from whom!'
Ihad taken it, {eemed much concern’d

%" at what I fald and cry ’d. T afk’d her

the Reafon of I crying, to which fhe
gave me no Anfwer, but the Women
about her faid, it was becaufe {he fup-
pofed I thought her a Cheat.

| aﬂ{e&
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I afked for a Hog’s Bladder, and
| they pre cﬁrly brought one frefh blown
op, which it feems they had in the
Houfe :: This added to my Jealoufy.
ThenTcompared the Membrane which
I took from theWoman with the Hog’s
Bladder, and' could perccive no'Dif~
ference but in the Thicknefs, in which

the Bladder: fométhing exceeded- the
Membrane; they had both the fame’

ftrong urinous Smell peculiar to aHdg 3

Bladder. I ftill infifted I fhould not
be fatisfied as ‘to ‘that Affair, unlefs I

received out of the Useius n:fclf a prece'
of Membrarie of ‘the fame kind with'
thar 1 had already taken from the V a-

gima.
Mr. ?abﬁ Hﬁwmdand Mr. 87, An-

dré bid me have a little Patience and

I fhould foon be fully fatished. T

ftill urg’d the Similitude of the Mem-

brane
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brane to a Hop’s Bladder, requiring
them to tell me what they them-
felves thought it did moft refemble 2
Both of them agreed,’ nothing
look’d more like a’ Hog’s Bladder
than it -did; and Mr. 82 Andre
added, that had he not!aétually de-
liver’d the Woman of part of a Rab-
bet from the very Urerus-itlelf,  this
Circumftance would alfo induce him
to believe the whole a Fraud. }

The fame Evening Mary Toft had
feveral Pains like Labour-pains while
I fat before her, which I believe was
full three Hours, and I was' all that
time in expectation of receiving
fomething from her Uzerus ; the Pains
were {ometimes very prefling, and the
Os Uter: {eem’d to prepare for open-
ing, but they went off again fuddenly.

 When
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Air ; and that they carried within
them the ftrongeft Marks of Foetus’s,
even by fuch Parts as cannot exift in
an Adult, and without which a Foetus
cannot poflibly-be fuppos’d to live, or
to that effe¢t. This he thought prov’d,
in the ftrongeft Terms poffible, that
thefe Animals were of a particular
kind, and not bred in a natural way,
faying, Why therefore might not this
Membrane which looks like a Hog’s
Bladder, come alfo out of the Urerus?
from whence he verily believed that it
did, and that it might be part of the

Chorion ; to which Mr. Howard and
Mr. Limborch aflented.

After this Difpute, and at their joint
Defire, I determin’d to make no pub-
lick Mention of this Affair till T had
feen the Event of the whole Tranf-
action, or had frefh Reafon to fufpe&

| a Fraud,
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pafsd the remainder of the Day in-
differently well, having for the moft
part the Motion on theright fide of her
Belly, which I never obferv’d had any
Influence on her Pulfe; her Diet was
Beef, Rabbet, Red-Herring, and fuch
like : That Night fhe flept very
well. k.

Friday the 2d Inftant, fhe had the
Motion the greateft part of the Day,
towards Evening it increafed extream-
ly, infomuch that fhe fell into violent
Convulfions, which I never before ob-
ferv’d in her, with frequent Contrac-
tions of her Fingers, rolling of her
Eyes, and great Rifings in her Sto-
mach and Belly: During the Fit fhe
would often make a whining Noife,
and at Intervals be more than ordinary
faint. -She continued in her Fit near

two Hours, for fome Minutes I could
fcarcely
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fcarcely perceive fhe had any Pulfe;
when fhe came out of her Fit, tfhe
perceived herfelf very weak for fome
time, and when I afk’d if fhe remermn-
bred {he had been in a Fit, fhe an-
fwerd, No; fhe refted well that
nght

. On Saturday the 3d in the Morn-~
: u:_a_g {fhe was britk, and all that Day
had the Motion by Intervals; towards
Evening fhe had another Convulfion
Fit, though not fo violent as the for-
mer; this Night fhe was very reftlefs;
and fometimes convulfed, had a Dif~
ficulty .in making Water, and the
Motion in her Belly was very little,

- On Sunday the 4th Inftant, about
Eleven of the Clock in the Morning,
Dr. Douglafs and my felf did carefully
examine her Belly, when we percei-

ved a Swelling a little above the Os
Pubis
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ftsictly examined by Sit Zhomas: She
very obftinately denied all the Porter
had fworn; but her Sifter, who nurf{s’d
her, being examined to the {aid Fac
upon Oath, acknowledged the pro-
curing ‘the Rabbet in a clandeftine
manner ; but that iz was not deﬁgned
for the Uff: we fufpected, but for eat-
ing only.

Soon after Mary Toft confels'd fhe
had procured the Rabbet, according
to the Porter’s Depofition, but that it
was her Intention to eat it, the having
long'd for it, and moft obftinately per-
fifted that fhe was ftill big with a
Rabbet.

The fame Evening I examined her
again, and her Urerus appear’d to me
to contain fomething of Subftance in
it; whereupon I earneftly prefs’d Sir
ﬁamczs Claiges that fhe might not be

{ent
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fent to Prifon that Night, being ftill
apprehenfive there might fomething
come from her Uzerus in a little time;;
and, as the Fraud was not fully de-
teéted, I judg’d it might prove of ve-
ry ill Confequence to removce her till
the whole was found out.

On Monday the sth, 1 gave my
Opinion to Sir Zhomas, concerning
Mary Toft; and, left he fhould com-
mit her to Prifon, I {poke to {everal
Perfons of Diftinétion, and that Day
wrote to the Honourable Mr. Molynenx
to affift me in that Affair, well know-
ing how induftrious they had always
been, in endeayouring to find out this
{uppofed Fraud; for 1 believ’d a fud-
den Commitment of her to Prifon,
before the Cheat did manifeltly ap-
pear, would be a means of preventing
| D2 a Dif-
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& Haward the Porter of Lacy’s
‘¢ Bagnio, make before Sit Thomas
““ Clarges, in the Prefence of feveral
< Perfons of Quality, and the Unna-
B turalnefs of the Produ&ion, {up-
“ pofed to have been; all this, T fay,
¢ laid together, is to me fuch Evi-
¢ dence of Roguery, as makes me
ftrongly believe the whole to be 2

« Fraud. Therefore, that our En-~
¢ deavours fully to dete&t the Cheat
may prove moft effectual, and the
unnatural Impofture may moft clear-
4 ly appear to the Publick, I think
““ Mary Toft fhould by no means be
o ﬁ:nt to Prifon, till the Truth comes
¢ out; but that fhe {hould rather be
« kept, and moft ftrictly watched in
< fome private Houfe, where all Per-
¢ fons, thofe of the Faculty efpecial-
fs ly, rhay have free and convenient
| ““ Accefs

111
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After fome Difficulty, I prevailed
with Sir Zhomas Clarges to let her re-
main in the Cuﬁody of the High Con-
flable of Weftminfler, at Mr. Lacy’s
Bagnio, till the Cheat fhould be found
out, or at leaft for a few Days lﬂnger ;
to Wthh he agreed.

On Tuefday the 6th, Sir Thamas
threaten’d her feverely, and began to
appear the moft propereft Phyfician in
her Cafe, and his Remedies took
Place, and feem’d to promife a perfeét
Cure; for we heard no more of htf
former Labour-like Pains.

I urged her very much to confefs
the Truth; and told her, I believd
her to be an Impoftor, and that fle
was differently form’d from other Weo-
men, having fome peculiar way of
conveying Pieces of Rabbets into her
Uterus, and of impofing upon the

| World
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World by her Motions and Pains, and
therefore I refolved to try a very
painful Experiment upon her, and was
accordingly prepared for that Purpofe;
whereas if fhe would ingenioufly con-
fels the whole Truth, I would fpeak
to feveral of the Nobility in her Be-
half, fome of whom then prefent pro-
mifed her their good Offices on the
like Condition. |

I affured heralfo there was no Time
left for Delay; and if fhe would not
~ confefs, 1 thould immediately proceed
to the Operation. . _ |

Thefe Threats made great Impref-
fions upon her, . and being withal in a
moft particular manner exhorted by
his Grace the Duke of Montague,
Lord Beltimore, Dr. Douglafs, and
myfelf, to make a free and open Con-

feflion, before it fhould be done by
any

il
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any other Perfon in the Countty, and
ro avoid fo terrible an Operation; fhe
at laft begg’d very heartily to be let a-
lone till the_next;quing, and if fthe
did not then confefs, I might proceed
as/I pleafed. & lo 2oivh! wvlno
' Accordingly on Wednefday Decerm-
ber 7, in the Motning, in the Prefence
of the two Noblemen before mention*
ed, Dr. Douglafs and myfelf,| fhebegan
her Confeffion of the Fraud ; andin her
Confeflion the own’d, That upon her
mifcarrying fhe was feiz’d with violent
Floodings, and the Womb was then
as fhe thought open as if fhe had been
juft deliver’d of ‘a full-grown Child,
fhe did verily believe one of her wicked
Accomplices did then conveyinto her
Womb part of the Monfter (as dhe
100 E calls
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calls it) being the Claws and Body of
a Cat, and the Head of a Rabbet ; ‘this
put her to much' Pain: Afttr that
time fhe believed nothing was ever put
into her Womb , but into the Paflage
only, by the Advice of 2 Womap Ac-
complice whom fhe has hot yet mam’d,
and who told her “fhe had now no
Occafion to wobrk for her Living ias
formerly , for:fhe would put heriinto
a ' Way of getting-a very good. Liveli-
hood, and promifed continuallyito fup-
ply her with Rabbets;and thould there-
fore expe& part of the Gain, or to-that
effet. .. Mary Toft-atked Whatway'that
was, The Woman-told her-{he muft
‘putup her Body fomany pieces of Rab-
bets as'would make up the Number of

'-B.abbets which’a Doa Rabbet ufually
e1ig: 5 kindles
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kindles at one time, - chemﬁ: the.
would be fufpe@:ed Mary Zoft atked .
how many that was ; the Woman toId,
her fometlmes thlrteen AP s

. From that time ﬂJary Toﬂ dxd of-lt
ten, by the Affiftance of that Woman, .
convey: Parts of Rabbets mto her Bo-‘_
dy, el at laft {he could do it by her.
felf, as fhe. had an Opportunity, and_}
thal; (he did continue {o to do. Fie

Now, by thc con{’cant Irritation of
thofe extraneous Bodies, thus :;tr!:ﬁlll}r
conyey’d into her [/agma the whole
lﬁ‘frﬂ; ﬁ;&'cr d much and became lar-
ger in Bqlk l;han it Gugflt to be in its,
natural Stqte and the Bones, and o-.
ther, Parts of thofe RabBets fo con-
vey’s d i 1;1:0 the Vagina, did often offend
the Neek of the Uierﬁs which, to-

E2 gether
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gether wlth artful Managemcnt bf h‘er
felf, did occaﬁnn thofe 1'101&{1:: bedr-
ing-down Pains, which came on by
Intervals, and ‘very exaly counter-"
feited the true Labour-Pams The
Motions of her Belly were P'artly Ar-
tifice, and partly real Convulfions ;
for 1 have often obferv’d fﬂme of the’
Motions in her foundeft Sleep, and“
even {ince (he has confefs’d the TFraud,
pnrt nf her Motmns bemg miroh:m-
tary-. @

Mfzf’y Toft owned théré was no-"
thing in her Paffage when Iexammed
her only that time when ¢ tO‘ok the
Pucc of Bladder from hcr ‘which' the
had put into her Body a little before
I came to her, on Mrmdaj’ the 28th
a;::nf" Naweméer, 1726, abcmt Eight in

the
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the Evenmg “and ever ﬁnce “that -
TFime fhe was afraid to put any thitg’
into her Body, becaufe 1 “had oftert’
told, her, if I found twenty Rabbr:ts*
at times in her Body, it wonld go_
for nothmg with me; fot T thould"
never be convinced, untefs I'did take
famf: Parts, of Rabbets from. out of
the very Womb it felf, which T ‘Wwas
very well affured could never be put
there by Art.

Dr. Douglafs; who wis {o’kind as to
write down her Confeffion from her
own Mouth, will I hope fhortly o-
blige the World with it at large,
when fhe has difcoverd thie whole.

Thus have I given: a full and faith-
ful Account of every material thing

whmh occurred to me durmg my con-
' {tant

e
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ftant Attendance upon Mary 7o from
Moanday, the 28th of November, 1726,

to. Deécember the 2th followm whl,ch
L§ I:haught my felf obliged to commu-
nicate to the World, as well for thenr

Satisfadtion, as the ]u[’clﬁcatmn of my
own Cunduél:
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