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ADDRESS TO THE JEWS.

s e s e
R

- —

AS your expectations have been for
many ages excited with respect to the
coming of the Messiah, and the period of
your deliverance from your afflictions and
disgrace, when you will be brought from
among the nations where you have been
dispersed, and exalted to an eminence in
the political world, superior to any of the
existing kingdoms on the earth, it cannot
but be acceptable to you to see your hopes
of speedily attaining to.such a desirable
situation, supported by the most rational
and natural conclusions from the predic-
tions of the prophets ; and as it is my inten-
tion to bring forward from pmphet}r such
testimony ﬂnly as relates to you pohtically
as a nation or people, it surely cannot give
offence, nor be productive of any evil,

should I err in my opinion on them, or be
misled i my calculations—And since it is
declared, in the 11th chapter of Isaiah, that
““ The Lord shall set his hand again, the,
second time, to recover the remnant of his
people, and to assemble the outcasts of
Israel, and gather together the dispersed
of Judah, from the four corners of the
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earth;” and as, in the 66th chapter, it is
said, the Gentiles  shall bring all your
brethren for an offering unto the Lord out
of all nations, it doth not appear that you
are required to use any means in_ op-
position to the governments under which
you live, or deviate from your allegiance
to their sovereigns, or to hearken to any
call from those who may come forward,
influenced by motives of ambition mld
dggmndmcment with a view to induce
you to engage in war, to accomplish your
restoration ; but that you are to wait until
that period spoken of, Isaiah xix. 19. when
“ There shall be an altar unto the Lord in
the midst of the land of Egypt, and a
pillar at the borders thereof, to the Lord.”

At that time it appears, according to
Isaiah xviii. a pation will come forward
for your deliverance, denominated a land,
shadowing with wings, that is giving sup-
port and protection to the distressed * 5 for
that nation 1s described as sending am-

L]

* It may be proper to observe, that, although the com.
mencement of the chapter is rendered by our translators as
a denunciation of vengeance, ¢ o to the land,” yet it was
the opinion of some ancient Jewish writers, that it is to be
considered as a call or acclamation, as, O land ; in which
'light I here consider it, from its natural connection with
the subject of the prophecy, which indisputably refers to_
the restoration of the Jews, who are represented asa peaple
scattered and peeled; a nation meted out and trodden u ndcr
foot, whose land the rivers have spoiled.
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bassadors by the sea, and saying, “ Go,
ye swift messengers, to a nation scattered
and peeled, to a people terrible from their
beginning hitherto; a nation meted out
and trodden down, whose land the rivers
have spoiled !” to bring them as a present
to the place of the name of the Lord
of Hosts, the mount Zion.”

Though Christians, in your estimation,
may appear to be a deluded people, and
though your prejudices against them are
exceedingly powerful, yet I hope you will
bear with me whilst I bring forward a
prophecy from their records, which joins
m evidence with those of your prophets,
in - pointing' out the period when your
restoration will be accomplished.

The prophecy to which I allude is re-
corded in the 11th chapter of the Reve-
lations, and was written by St. John' in
the reign of Nero, previous to the destruc-
tion of jerusalun by the Roman Emperor
Vespasian.,

This prophecy, I conceive, began with
a denunciation agamst your nation by the
Angel saying to St. John, ¢ Arise, and
-measure the temple of God, the altar, and
them that worship therein.” By which is
described the destruction of the temple,
the aboliion of its sacrifices and ordi-
nances, and the termination of your exist-
ence as a nation,
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‘These predictions were accomplished
shortly after the delivery of the prophecy,
in which I conceive that your nation is
described by the appellation of Two Wit-
nesses, who were to prophesy a thousand
two hundred and threescore days, clothed
in sackcloth. ¢ These are the Two Olive
Trees, and the Two Candlesticks standing
before the God of the earth.”—It is said
that ““These have power to shut heaven that
it rain not in the days of their prophecy,
and have power over waters to turn them
to blood, and to smite the earth with all
plagues as often as they will.”

But those Witnesses have been supposed,
in the general opinion of commentators, to
have a reference to the Albingenses and
Waldenses, a people that sprang up in
1160, who dissented and separated them-
selves from the opinions and superstitions
of the church of Rome, spread themselves
over a considerable part of Europe, and
were supposed to be politically slain in
France, by Louis XIV. in 1685.

It is not probable that these two Wit-
nesscs could allude to that people; for
they cannot be said, in any sense what-
ever, to shut heaven, that it rain not in the
days of their prophecy, nor to have power
over waters to turn them to blood, nor to
smite the earth with all plagues, as often
as they will.



7

In the 7th verse it is said, that when
these two Witnesses * shall have finished
their testimony, the beast that ascendeth
out of the bottomless pit shall make war
against them, and shall overcome them,
and kill them; (8th) and their dedd bodies
shall lie in the street of the great city, &c.”
The two witnesses, therefore, cannot justly
be supposed to represent those who sup-
ported the Christian religion in France ;
tor though they were excluded from the
exercise of their religion in that country,
yet they could not be said to be « a dead
body,” as they united with those who sup-
ported their principles in other nations,
to whom they fled for protection.

I consider the 3d verse of this chapter,
already cited, as a' promise to your fathers,
that, although their temple was to be
destroyed, the ceremonial law abolished,
and they themselves to be politically * a
dead body,” yet their offspring should not
be totally destroyed as a people, but should
prophesy, clothed 1in sackcloth, 1260 years; -
which denotes a state of deep affliction,
but that they should be preserved by the
providential care of God froma total ex-
tinction, agreeable to Amos ix. 9. I will
sitt the house of Israel among all nations,
as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not
the least grain fall upon the earth.”
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The time of their adversity commenced
in or about the year 538, when they were
wholly deprived of their political exist-
ence in Persia, where, until that time, they
possessed cities and estates, and reaped
many advantages as a distinguished people
and favoured nation. This period of their
adversity I suppose to have termmated in
the year 1798.

The fourth verse I conceive to be in-
tended as a description of the people or
nation that was represented by the Wit-
nesses, at the time the prophecy was de-
livered to St. John,

It is said of them, ¢ These are the two
Olive Trees, and the two Candlesticks
standing before the God of the earth;”
and they are considered as witnesses then
in being: “ I will give power unto my
two Witnesses.”” These expressions, I con-
ceive, allude to the Jews as two distinct
bodies of people in union with each other,
holding up the moral and ceremonial laws
to the world, as the power of God, by
which his will was made known, and his
judgments declared to the Gentiles.

The appellation of Witnesses, therefore;
may be truly applicable to ‘you, as
they may be considered as delivering a
tesimony for God, and are called his
Witnesses, Isaiah xliii. 12, “ Ye are my
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witnesses that T am God ;" and you may
justly be considered as \God’s withesses in
every age since you were first known as a
people.  Your delCtmm in Egypt for
 four hundred years,” as foretold to your
father Abraham, (Gen. xv. 13.) and your
dcliverance ¢ on the selt-same dav;” whieh
God had appointed ; your pr{:‘senratmn and
the supplies you received in the wilder-
ness; your establishment in the land of
Canaqn, your victories over your enemies;
your captivity in Babylon, agreeable to
the prophecy of Jeremiah, “ They slm!l
serve the king of Babylon seventy years,”
(chap. xxv. 11.); your liberation at the
end of these years, and your re-establish-
ment in your own land ; your present ap-
pearance in this country, as well as every
-other nation under heaven, agreeable to
the predictions of your own prophets,—
are all corresponding evidences that you
are, though involuntarily, THE WITNESSES
ofF Gap, and may justly be considered as a
perpetual assurance to the world, that #e
who has hitherto fulfilled all his kind en-
gagements, as well as his declared judg-
ments, will fulfil all that he has revealed
respecting your restoration.— He that
scattered Israel will gather him.”

The propriety, tllmeiore, of the appella-
tuon “ Witnesses,” applied to you, is in-
disputable ; and a very probable reason

B
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may be assigned why you are denominated
“ Trwo Witnesses.”

After the death of King Solomon, ten
tribes of the Israelites revolted from his son
Rehoboam, and made Jeroboam their king,
leaving Rehoboam to reign over those
only who dwelt in the cities of Judah.—
1 Kings xi1. 16, 17.

After this division of the people under
- two governments, they were distinguished
by the appellations Israel and Judah, and
were with strict propriety considered as two
distinct political bodies ; yet, as they of the
eleven tribes who revolted from the house
of David, and dwelt in Samaria, came up to
the temple at Jerusalem to worship, they -
might still be considered as two bodies
standing before the God of the earth,
harmonising in the profession of one re-
hgion.

The distinct appellations of IFsrael and
Judah were continued after the return from
the Babylonish captivity, when the Jews
were united under one government; for
in the 8th chapter of Zechariah, verse 13,
it is written, “ that as ye were a curse
among the heathen, O house of Judah and
house of Israel, so will T save you, and ye
shall be a blessing.” The same distinction
is observed by Malachi, chap. 1. verse 11.
““ Judah hath dealt treacherously, and an
abomination s committed in sreel and in
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Jerusalem ; for Judah hath prophaned the
holiness of the Lord,” &c. and in the 16th
verse 1t 18 said, “ The God of Israel saith,
that he hateth putting away.” Thus the
distinctions of Isreel and Judah are con-
tinued by the last of the Old Testament
prophets; and it may be fairly presumed that
the same distinctions are again recognised
in prophetic language, in the 11th chapter
of the Revelation, though the precise terms.
of those distinctions are wisely varied :
Israel and Judah are now politically dead,
yet, as the Two Witnesses of God, they‘
are still alive. As the Jews held out the
only hight of divine revelation to all nations
in the first ages of the world, they cor-
respond also with the figurative representa-
tion of the Two Candlesticks standing before
the God of the earth; and as the Odlive
Tree is an emblem of peace, so they, by
the various ordinances of the ceremonial
law, represented, typically, “ God recon-
ciling the world unto lumself not imputing
unto them their trespasses.”

In the 4th of Zechariah, where the Jews
are probably considered as represented in
their King and their High Priest, they are
called the “ Two Anointed Ones, that stand
before the Lord of the whole earth,” ver., 14
and in the 11th verse they are called “ Two
Olive Trees,” which agrees with the repre-

: B 2



1¢
sentation in the 11th of Revelations, verses
3d and 4th; which it is my desire parti~
cularly to explain,

It is said of them, verse 5, that ¢ If any
man will burt them, fire proceedeth out
of their mouths, and devoureth their ene-
mies,”

Fire proceeding out of their mouths, pro-
bably refers to the tesumony they were de-
livering, which if any man reject, he must
fall under the curse of the law, and the
wrath of God, which may be said to pro-
ceed out of thenr mouths in the denuncia-
tions of his judgments,

They are alsp said “ to have power to
shut heaven that 1t rain not in the days of
their prophecy ; and to have power over
the waters to turn them inte blpod, and
to smite the earth with plagues as often as
they will.” This scems to have an imme-
diate allusion to the miracles performed
by their prophets, {from Moses and Aaron
“to Zerubbabel and Joshua, at their return
from Babylon. Eljah and Elisha had
power to shut the heavens, that it rained
not for three years, and to command fire
to come down from heaven to destroy their
enemies. Moses turned the waters of
Egypt into blood, and smote his enemies
with a variety of plagues,

This power of the Witnesses, therefare,
has already been exercised, and will pro-
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bably be revived on a future day; but at
present, while ordinary means are sufficient
to answer all the Divine purposes, those er-
iraordinary exertions are at least suspended.
Without intending any offence to the Jewish
reader, I shall endeavour toillustrate this by
a quotation from the New Testament, which
will tend to prove that the power ascribed
to the Two Witnesses may be taken in a
limited, and not a general sense. Historical
tacts will never offend a candid reader.

In the 16th of Mark, verse 17, it is said,
¢ These signs shall follow them that be-
lieve; In my name they shall cast out
devils; they shall speak with new tongues;
(18) they shall take up serpents; and it
they drink any deadly thing it shall not
hurt them ; they shall lay hands on the
sick, and they shall recover.” Agreeable to
this, the apostles performed many miracles ;
Paul cast out a spirit of divination ; all
the Apostles spoke with new tongues on
the day of Pentecost; Paul took up a
serpent at the island of RILIeta, without re-
ceiving any injury; and Peter and John
laid their hands on the sick, and they re-
covered : but, at present, these extraordi-
nary signs, like the powers ascribed to the
Two W 1tnesses, are not visible.

It 1s said of the Witnesses, ¢ And when
they shall have finished their testimony,
the Beast that ascendeth out of the bottom-
less pit shall make war against them, and
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kill them, and their dead bodies shall lie
in the street of the great city,” &e. “ And
they of the people and kindreds and
tongues and nations shall see their dead
bodies three days and a half, and shall not
suffer their dead bodies to be put in
graves.”

It is évident from this, that the Witnesses
represent a nation which had a political
existence when John wrote his prophecy ;
for the Beast that ascendeth is to make war
against them, and overcome them, and kill
them ; that is, when they have finished
their testimony. This implies that they,
as a nation, resisted the power of the Beast,
otherwise he would have had no occasion
to make war against them.

The circumstances of the Witnesses being
slain, and their dead bodies lying in the
street of the great city, I conceive, refers to
the Jews as politically slain by the Romans,
and becoming a dead body in the Roman
empire.

“ The Beast,” I conceive, represents
Vespasian, the 10th emperor of the Romans,
who was a general under Nero at the time
the prophecy was delivered to St. John,
but afterwards ascended to the government
of the empire, and cast down the Jewish
temple and the altar, and destroyed (as a
nation) them that! worshipped therein.—
This desolation was accomplished in the
70th year of the Christian @ra.
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““ And they of the people and kindreds
and tongues and nations shall see their dead
bodies three days and a half, and shall not
not suffer their dead bodies to be put in
graves.” The former part of this verse,
I apprehend, alludes to their dispersion
over all nations; and the latter refers to
their exclusion from political and religious
connections with the nations among whom
they are dispersed. State policy prohibits
their political burial, by excluding them,
as Jews, from all authority in political
and civil government; and their own sin-
gular prejudice stands as a barrier between
them and the tomd of religious profession.
Thus are they preserved from those graves
which have buried other political dead
bodies, and are still kept a distinct people.

““ Three days and a half,” agreeable to
several other prophecies, denote years, or
years of yedrs ; and according to this sup-
position, the three days and a half here spe-
cified, will amount to 1277 years; on
which account this prophecy can be ap-
plicable only to the Jews; for history
cannot furnish us with an account of any
other people that existed in a state of dis-
persion, persecution and disgrace 1277
years after their government was destroyed.
Their mournful situation is described by
their being * clothed in sackcloth.”

It appears to me, from the tenor of this
prophecy, that the RESTORATION of
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the JEWS will be accomplished in or be-
fore the year 1815 of the Christian @ra;
for at that period they will have been a
dead body, and dispersed among all people
and kindreds and tongues and nations 1277
years. .
The period of their restoration is also
described 1n the prophecy of Daniel, viii,
13, where it 1s asked, “ How long shall be
the vision, concerning the daily sacrifice
and the transgression of desolation, to give
both the sanctuary and the host to be
trodden under foot? (14) And he said unto
me, Unto two thousand and three hun-
dred days; then shall the sanctuary be
cleansed.”

It is evident that the sanctvary means the
first temple, which, together with the host,
the Jews, were trodden under foot at the
time this prophecy was communicated to
Daniel ; and, from the number of prophetic
days, it is equally evident that the deso-
lation spoken of, extends beyond the Baby-
lonish captivity, and includes all the deso-
lations which have since been poured on
the Jews; for at the accomplishment of
the prophecy, the desolations will cease.

As the Jews, during the reigns of Cy-
rus, Cambyses, Darius, Xerxes, and Ar-
taxerxes Longimanus, enjoyed thewr liberty,
and, assisted by those monarchs, rebuilt the
city of Jerusalem, and were increasing in
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strength, population and prosperity, thie
part of their history, which forms an inter-
val of nearly 100 years, cannot be included
in Daniel’s JSOO days of desolation.

On the arrival of Nehemiah at Jerusalem,
in the 32d year of Artaxerxes Longimanus¥,
(Nehemiah, xiii. 6, 7,) the temple was
cleansed ; that is, the observance of the
sabbath was enforced, a faithful priesthood
appointed ; and a pure religion established.
But Artaxerxes Longimanus was soon after
this succeeded by ﬁrtaxcrxcq Mnemon,
who was an enemy to the Jews; and, ac-
cording to Josephus’s Antiq, Book II. ch. 4,
in his reign the Jews lost their liberties, and
the temple was defiled by the Persians ;
so that it was not in the reign of Artaxerxes
Mnemon, as stated by some, that Neche-
miah cleansed the temple, but Artaxerxes
Longimanus; for Eliashib was then high
priest; but in the reign of Artaxerxes
Mnemon, according to Josephus, his grand-
son John was in that office, having just suc-
ceeded his father Judas, The occasion of

* Although there is some confusion between sacred and

rophane chronology respecting the reign of Artaxerxes, yet
it is evident from the testimony of Eusébius, Thurcydides,
Cornelius Nepos, and Charon of Lampsachus, that Xerxes
was slain by Artibanius, the captain of his guard; and
Artaxerxes, his son, succeeded him in the géoth year be-
dore the Christian ra ; for the banishment of Themistocles,
which tock place in the beginning of his reign, is placed
towards the end of the 36th Olympiad, and near the
280th year of Rome ; therefore the 32d year of his reign is
the 428th year before the Christian @ra, and g2 years from
the first year of Cyrus,

C
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the Jews losing their liberty, and the temple
being defiled by the Persians, was from
John killing his brother, who opposed him
in the pr:esthuud at the altar,

The treading under foot the S'antuar}*
and the host, therefore, commenced again
at the death of Artaxerxes Longimanus,
and has in reality continued ever since;
for though they received many favours
trom succeeding monarchs, yet, as they
were never raised to a state of independ-
ence, but only rendered more capable of
bearing greater calamities, they might stili
be considered as a nation tm(lden under
foot.

CALCULATION..

From the commencement
of the Babylonish captivity to |
the Christian ®ra = - = - = - 588 %9400

From the Christian sra tu
the supposed year of restoration 1 812

Years,

of their pmapenty, afready spe-
cified - - - - - -

This produces exactly Daniel’s
days: '<f WiEwfve | Sigtagt Lty

From which deduct the years
} 100

E 92300

If the reader should think I have passed over the sub-
jects in this pamphlet too superficially, I would inform
him, I have considered them at large in my intended pub-
lication, and shall make my opinion public on Danic!’s
Scventy Weeks, at a future opportunity.
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. In the 12th chapter of Daniel, verse 6,
it is asked, “ How long shall it be to the
end of these wonders:” and in the 7th
verse 1t i1s answered, that ¢ It shall be for
a time; times, and an half.”’

: Yearsy
A lime * p]'nbably means = - = = 1000
Limes = = = 2 = = = = = e - - 2000
Halfatime = = = = & « = = =« = < 500
All which amountto = = = = - = 3500

‘These 3500 years may represent the
whole duration of time, from the com-=
mencement of the captivity during which
the prophecy was delivered to Daniel,
to the end of the world, to which the pro-
phecy séems to allude; for in the 2d verse
it 1s said, “ And many of them that sleep in
the dust of the earth shall awake, some to
everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt.” '

The calculation, therefore, must be made
thus :

From the captivity to the sup-) Years.
pused time of the restoration of the » 2400
Jews, A.D. 1812- = 5 = = = - =

For the Millentum - =5 3 =« = = < 4 1000
From the Millenium to theend =+« 100

3500

* This refers to the duration of the world, which is. sup-
posed to be divided into seven of those periods.

c2
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That there is to be a Milleniat, or a
thousand years, in which all the nations
of the earth will wnite in the worship of
God, and after that period a time of great
delusion, 1s evident from Revelations xx.
1, 2, 3, which 1s also described in Dan. vii.
11th, and three following verses. He saith,
“ T beheld then because of the veice of the
great words which the hosrn spake: I beheld
even until the Beast was slain, and his body
destroyed, and given to the burning flame.
As concerning the rest of the Beasts they
had their dominion taken away.” This
refers to the destruction of superstition and
infidelity ; for in the following verses it
- 1s added, “ I saw in the night visions, and,
behold, one like the Son of man,”—*¢ and
therc was given him dominion, and glory,
and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and
languages should serve him ;" and as his
kingdom 1s shewn by Daniel to be a spi-
ritual kingdom ; that is, what shall not be
destroyed, the slaying of the fourth Beast, -
and taking away the dominion of the
others, undoubtedly alludes to the period
previously stated ; and as it 1s said that their
lives shall be prolonged for a season and a
time, it certainly denotes the continuance
of the governments which are then on the
carth ; that is, during the period of a season
and a time, which I suppose refers to the
Millenium, and the delusion which is to
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precede the end of the world; the former
1000; the latter, as 1t 1s denominated
¢ a little season,” only 100 years.

In whatever light the Revelations of St.
John may be viewed through a prejudiced
opinion, it must be acknowledged that
many parts of them have been already ful-
filled, and that they agree with the pro-
phecies of Danicl, and others, which the
Jews profess to hold in the highest estima-
tion. For instance, the destruction of the
temple, the altar, and those that worship
therein, which I conceive was implied by
measuring them, was also foretold by Da-
niel, ix. 26 : ¢ The people of the prince that
shall come shall destroy the city and the
sanctuary.”

In like manner they agree in the cha-
racter of the person who was to be the in-
strumental cause of their desolation. Daniel
calls him ¢ a king of a fierce countenance,
and understanding dark sentences;” that
15, he was qualified, by possessing a fierce
disposition, to execute vengeance on a
city devoted for the present to desolation.

By his “ understanding dark sentences,”
no doubt implies, that he understood those
predictions which he was appointed as an
wstrument to fulfil; and history informs
us, that while he was employed in the de-
struction of Jerusalem, his energy was in-
creased by the idea he had that he acted
under the authority of God.
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"In the Revelations he is called ¢ the
Beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless
pit.” This probably implies that he then
possessed that fierce and sanguinary dis-
position which proeeeds from the bottom=
less pit:  Wicked men are sometimes said
to be of infernal extraction. Judas Iscariot
1s called the son of perdition ; and it has
been said of persecutors, Ye are of your fa-
ther the devil.

The correspondence between the pro-
phets in the Old Testament and the New is
clearly proved by the Two Witnesses being
slamm, and their dead bodies laying in the
strect of the great city, and they of the
people and kindreds and tongues and
nations seeing their dead bodies three daye
and a half, and not suffering them to be put
in graves. In this 1s fulfiled the prin-
cipal denunciations contained in the pro-
phecies respecting the Jews.

Again, their restoration is pointedly im-
plied in the 11th verse of the 11th chapter
of the Revelations : ¢ And after three dava* _
and an half the spirit of life from God en-
tered into them, and they stood upon their
feet; and gl»‘;“li fear fell upon them which

saw _them.”  This prophecy, 1t has been
shewn (page 16) will probably be tulfilled
m the year 1815,

Daniel’s 2300 days, the period the sanc-
tuary and the hostwere to be trodden under
foct, terminates at nearly the same penod,
according to the previous statements.
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As there is every geason to suppose that
the restoration of the Jews is nigh at hand,
1 shall now conclude this address by con-
gratulating them on the happy prospect
before them, in the beautiful language of
Ezckiel, chap xxxvi.6th and nine following
VEIses : - 3

Prophesy therefore concerning the land of Israel, and say
unto the mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to the
valleys, Thus saith the Lord Gop, Behold, I have spoken
in my jealousy and in my fury, because ye have borne the
shame of the heathen : Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop,
I have lifted up mine. hand, Surely the heathen that are
about you, they shall bear their shame.' But ye, O moun-
tains of Israel, ye shall shoot forth your branches, and yield
your fruit to my people of Israel; for they are at hand to
come. For, behold, I am for you, and I will turn unto you,
and '}re shall be tilled and sown : And I will multiply men
upon you, all the house of Israel, even all of it : and the
. cities shall be inhabited, and the wastes shall be builded :
And I will multiply upon you man and beast; and they
shall increase and bring fruit; and I will settle you afier
your old estates, and will do better unto you than at your
beginnings : and ye shall know that I am the Lorp. Yea,
1 will cause men to walk upon you, even my people Israel;
and they shall possess thee, and thou shalt be their inherit-
ance, and thou shalt no more henceforth bereave them of
men. Thus saith the Lord Gop ; Because they 'sa}' unto
you, Thou land devourest up men, and hast bereaved thy
nations 3 Therefore thou shalt devour men no more, neither
bereave thy nations any more, saith the Lord Gop. Nei-
ther will I cause men to hear in thee the shame of the
heathen any more, neither shalt thou bear the reproach of
the people any more, neither shalt thou cause thy nations
to fall any more, saith the Lord Gob.

THE END.


















