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THE

REFAC

F*E“- HE following Treatife, containing a Collection of many Pro-

digies, Signs, Apparitions, Accidents and ~Fudgments ( either
pretended or real ) being publith’d by a Club of Diffenters
_ (as is apparent both from their Preface and Relations) in the
Year 1661, under the Title ot Mirabilis Aunus Secundus, at a Jun-
Gure when the Tottering Caufe of the Non-Conformift Party, after the
Reflauration, ftood in need of all their Strength and Policy, to keep it
from finking quite under Ground ; the faid Colleétion was thought fit
to be made Pablick once more, but with fuch Ufeful Remarks, as
were judged fufficient to Convince the Unbyals’d Reader, both of the -
Weaknefs of their Defign and Arguments : Had their Diffenting Po-
flerity taken no better and more Effectual Methods than thele, to
maintain their Canfe, they would {carce have feen themfelves-in fo
Flonrithing a State as they do at this. time. |

And upon this Occafion, I ‘can’t but obferve that our Occafional
Conformifts are fo far from being beholden to.the Compilers of thefe
Relations, that on the Contrary, they are put in the fame Rank with
many others, who have defervedly (as they will have it ) incurr’d
God Almighty’s Indignation and unmnediate Punifhment ; as 1s evi-
dent from feveral of their Accounts, related under the Head of Fadg-
ments 5 {o that if fome of them are alive now, they mult either defert
their Brethren, or elfe knock under the Table, orat leaft confefs that
fome of the Modern Non-Couformifts have out-done them in_their Poli-
ticks, and that now they have a Difpenfation for-fo doing, which
they had not 40 or 5o Years ago. : _

As this Treatife was thought fit to be confin’d to a few . Sheets on-
ly, fo it was judged Expedient to choofe the Beft and moft Authen-
tick of their Relations, to leave room for the following Remarks, with--
out which the Whole would have appear’d to many as nothing but.
Bude and Indigefted Piece. In thefe Remarks, as I have taken all.
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‘imaginable Care to treat of the Matter in Hand, without the leaft
Partiality, fo I have endeavour’d to Convince the World, either of
the Nullity and Weaknefs of their Relations, and the Inferences and . -

Confequences, drawn by them from thence, rather by Strength of Ar-
gument, and Undeniable Matter of Fact, than by Specious Infinuat-
ing, or Reviling Expreffions, whereof the Compilers have been fo fre-
quently gnilty, both in their Relations and their Prefaces. In the firft,
‘tis true, they contain themfelves within fome Bonnds of Moderation,
when they fay, and call God to witnefs, that their Scope 1s to alarm
hoth the Saints and Sinmers to a Seafonable Repentance, to awaken both the-
wife and the foolifh Virgins, that mnowe may be [wpriz’d, &c. But they
{eem to have left that Scope in the fecond Preface, where they not on-
ly affume to themfelves alone the Name and Prerogatives of God’s
Chofen People, by applying to their Canfe the old Bobemian. Proverh s If
a man be weary of bis Z:rﬁ!,, let him but attempt [omething againff the Pic-
cardines ( or Huffites) and be [ball not outlive the Years, &c. with {everal
Paflages out of the holy Scripture apply’d to the fame Purpofe; but,
‘al{o frequently break out in too Bitter Invettives and Reviling Ex-
preflions againft the Chinch of England and its Minifters. |
What ‘can be made elfe of thefe Words, when {peaking of thofe
Mizifers (and that without the leaft Referve or Diftinétion) who after
the Reffauration of K. Charles II. had Conform’d to the faid Church ;.
they fay : But amongft all the Defedtions and Prevavications of this Day,
none Iike thofe, who are found among the Rumnegadves, who in the face of
the Sun, againft all Principles of Light, Confcience, and Iugenuity, bave
receiv’d the Mark of the b{;qﬂ, at leaft in their vight Hand, if mot in their
Forebeads alfo 5 They have moft fhawmefully defertedtheir Colowrs, Others for
the Love of this prefent' World, bave velinquifhed the Spiritual Miniffers,
and are turid to be little Iefs than Iolatrous Priefts. Soon after they flile
the Ceremoniss of the Church of England, no kfs than moft Ridiculous,
Exploded, and Obfolete Superffitious Fopperies 5 call the Conforming M i-
niﬁirs to the Church of England; Drunken Deers, and a Generation paft
all Shame 5 and tell usin Exprefs Terms : That the Lord bath made up-
on that Accomnt, [feveral of them Publick and Eminent Examples of bis-
Jore Difpleafure, and fet them up as fo many Sea-Marks, that the veff of
their Brethren, with all others, might fee and fear, and avoid the Rock
upon which thefe Men were [plit, and bave made Shipwrack of Faith and
of goed Confcience.. Thefe words are fo plain-, that they need not
any great Explanations, viz. That their true Aim was no other than
to Expofe the New-Conforming Minifters, fit Obgects of God’s Judg-
ments ; and the Ceremonies DE the Church of England, as Ridiculous
ang Superftitions, under .the Relations of thefe Prodigies, Fudgments,
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&c. How far they have over-fhet the Mark, will appear from the
Remarks made upon them, which fufficiently diftever the Weaknefs
of the Arguments, which they have made the Foundation-Pillars of
their whole Defign ; tho’ we thonld take the Matter of Fa&t, as re-
lated, for undoubted Truths, unlefs made evident by Witnefles of -
unqueftionable Jaodgment and Integrity, and who have been either
Eye or Ear-witnefles of the Matter ; This having been neglefed in
moft of their Relations, How can they blame the Readers, if they will
not give an Implicite Credit to the Kelations of Perfons, who did
not think fit to prefix their Names before their Treatifes? For fup-
pofing {ome may be charitable enough not to fufpect their Sincerity
1 thefe Accounts; yet fince they were Compiled by feveral Hands, ¢
How can one vouch for the other in fo nice a Point? And {ince ac-
cording to their own Confeflion ( in the firft Preface) there were no
lefs than feven Falthoods either in moft Material Circumitances, or
in the Matter of Faét it felf, difcover’d in fiich another Tireatife of
Prodigies and Fudgments as this, publiib’d in 1661 ; All thefe having
been found out in lefs than a years time, Who knows how many may
have been difcover’d fince? And fince the Compilers thereof were not
exempted from this Frailty or Neglect (to make the beft of it) I fee
no reafon, why ours thould challenge any Pierogative before the reft
of their Brethren m the fame Caufe and in the fame Defign.

It was partly uponthis Score, that we thought fit to uther it into -
the World under the Title of the Oracles of the Diflenters. *Tis well
known the antient Oracles deliver’d their Sentences in ambiguous Ex-
preflions, the Crafty Priefls having piteh’d upon this as the Beft, if
not the only Fxpedient to maintain their Credit (after a contrary E-
vent) by putting a-double Interpretation upon the Words-of the Ora- -
cle, as is apparent from that deliver’d to Crafus : [Crafus Halyn pe- -
netrans Magnam pervertit Opum vim;| which fignify’s as much, That if
Crafus paffes the Halys, be [hall make Great Havock and Deflruéion -
which Crefus interpreiing of his Enemies,- the Misfortune fell upon
his own Head: But the Prieits knew how to fave their Bacon, by the
Application of the Ambiguons Words of their own making to the E-
vent. The Oracles of the Lagans alfo chal leng’d an unqueftionable In-
fallibility, and fo entire a Submiflion from its Profelytes, that no
le(s than prefent Death, or fome Signal Misfortune ; or, (asthey
ftil’d it) Fudgments of the Irritated God, could attend thofe who durft
either to Oppofe or Defpife its Dictates! I will not much enlarge my
{elf upon this Head,. by  entring into an Odious Comparifon ; but
thus much, I judge I may fay, without tranfgrefling the Rules of
Modefty or Truth : That fince our Compilers have not only made 1{?3

| bold -



1 he PR:EFACE.

bold with God’s Judgments in their own Behalf, and challenge an
Entire and Implicit Credit of their Relations, tho’ reprefented under
very Ambiguous Expreflions and Circumftances, they will have no
reafon to be angry with us, for having given the Title of The Oracles
of the Diffexters to the Treatife. :

Baker 1 his Chromicles, among many other moft Excellent Obferva-
tions, eoncerning the different Inclinations of various Nations, gives
the Englifh the Chara&er of being foon furpriz’d and led away by Pro-
d gies, Apparitions, and fuch like Stramge Accidents.- T know not whe-
ther the Compilers of this Treatife, had {fo much Veneration for this
Great Man, as to rely abfolutely upon his Authority and Judgment.
Or, whether, being convinced by their own Experience (efpecially a-
mong their Ignorant Brethren) of the Truth ot this Affertion, they
thought fit to improve their Weaknefs to their Advantage, at a Jun-
¢ture, when they ftood in need of all their Pﬂli%-aml‘.‘irrength, to
keep them fteady and Refolute in the Defence of The Good Ol Caufe.
They had muftred up whole Troops of pretended Fudgments, faln, (as
they would have it) upon thofe who durft fo much as attempt to aét
cantrary to the Incereft of the Noun-Conformiffs, in general, or any of
their Noted Men or Teachers in particular ;5 nay. they had ffrain’d the
Pointsof Judgments to fuch a pitch, asto bring thofe who had either
Conform’d to the Church, or taken the Oath to the Guvermment Efta-
blithed by Parliament, after the Reffauration, under the fame Clafs with
the reft; tho’ it be Notorious, that fome of thofe who about that time
embrac’d the Ceremonies of, and were entirely Reconcil’d to the Chureh
of England, have prov’d in their Time, the main Champions of that
Church, againft the Diffenters, and continued fo for many Years, even
to their Lives End ; as the Example of fuch Eminent Men, could not
fail tohave a great Influence, not only upon the Clergy, but alfo up-
on the moft fenfible Part of their Laity, who follow’d their footfteps
apace; {o to flop this Current, which muft end in the Total Ruine of
Non-Gonformity 1n thefe Kingdoms, they were forced to mufterup all
their Forces in order to territy the more Weak and Igncrantinto anOpi-
nion of God’s Fudgment againft thofe who fhould either Annoy or Defert
their Party. They had, asI told you, as is apparent from the enfu-
_ing Treatife, dweﬁ {fo long upon thofe pretended Fudgmsnts, that be-

lieving they had either cuite tir'd out the Reader, or at leaft not given
fufficient Satisfa&tion in moft of them, to the Main Point in queition,
they faw themfelves oblig’d, to have recouife to New Inventions, to
{erve as an Additional Strength to the ret. Thus they judged they
might moft conveniently encompafs; by the Relations of their Pretend-
e Prodigies, Surprizing Apparitions, and Strange Aeciderts y which, if
. you -
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you will take the Pdlns to Confider duly in all their Circumftances,
“you will find them adapted ( juft as the Fudgments were) to the fame
{)eﬁgn of Deterring People from Conforming both to the Church and
State. A certain Noted and Learned Author of the Univerfity of
Oxford, who had been formerly of their Perfwafion, makes this Ob-
fervation concerning their Averfion (after the Reffauration) to the
Church of England 5 that to diftinguifh, and as it were, fet a Peculiar
Mark upon themlelves, quite different from the Church, they Intro-
duc’d the Word of Holding forth, inftead of Preaching. If their Ab-
horrence was fuch in thofe Daysto the Church, as not to concur with
them, even in a Word fo generally receiv’d in the Chriffian World,
tho’ of different Perfwafions, , and which in our times 1s frequently
made ufe of by moft of the Now-Conformifts, in the fame Senfe with the
Church of England; What wonder 1s it, if they fet all their Engines
at work for its Deftruction ? And knowing there was {uch a Strict
Tye betwixt that Church and State, that the Ruine of one ( efpecial-
ly at that Conjunéture ) could not be as much as attempted without
iminent Danger to the other ; they thought fit to level their Prodigies
and Strange Apparitions againft the Govermment, as they had their
Fudgments againft the Church. Among a great Number of that kind,
I thought fit to pick out only a few (the reft being frivolous and
fcarce worth taking Noticeof ) to Convince the World of the Nuili-
ty of thefe Inferences they pritend to draw from thence. The Ac-
count of that Storm which happen’d in 16615 as I believe it to be
true in moft of its Circumftances, {o the Compilers of this Treatife, did
not fail to apply it to their own Advantage, and to fix it as a pecu-
liar Ma:k of God’s Difpleafure again{t thofe who had been Inftrumen-
tal in bringing about and Maintaining the Reffawration. He that que-
ftions the Truth of it, let him but compare the feveral Applications
made by them in divers Relations, with what has been alledg’d out of
their Prefaces. To obviate this, I judg’d I could do no better, than
- by inferting fom Stupendious Events in our late Tempeff, which, as
they by far over-ballance all what could be alledg’d by them upon
that Head ; fo the latter having been attended with fuch Extraordi-
nary Succefles of Her Majefly’s Arms, as can farce be Paralell’d in
any Age, I hope it may ferve as a Convincing Inftance to the un-
byafs'd f?ifamfgr, that the Judgments of God are paft our Scrutiny;
and that fuch as are too forward in Intermedling into thofe Abfirufe
Receffes of Providence, will meet with no better Succefs than thefe
Compilers have done in their- Undertaking.

T'H E






DISSENTERS.. &c.

L.

A Reiling Prelate, Smitten by the Lord with a [ad Tormenting
ﬂiﬁ't{fﬂ’-

Bout the Month of Fanwary, 1661, a reverend gaudy Prelate, did
put forth a Book in Print, Intituled, 4 Pillar ?‘g Gratitude, humbly
dedicared to the Glory of God, the Honour of his Majefty, & in
which Book, pag. 62. ( having before in many Rhetorical ftrains,

bitterly Scolded againit his Quondam fellow Covenanteers ) he ‘hath this an-- .
gry and uncharitable Paflage ; That the Projeéts of the Presbyterians bave Froth
in their Head, and Blood in their Bottom 5 as the Water of thofe Men who labonr
with the Stone and Strangnery, and bave their Wounds from within, It pleafed
God within a few days after the publifhing of this Book, to {mite the Bi-
ﬂn::qfl with that tormenting Diftemper, which he there makes ufe of, to fet
off his falfe and fcandalous Impeachment of {o confiderable a partof the
moft confciencious and peaceable People in the Land. “He lay in very great
extremity of Torture, and by reafon of the Stopping of his Water, his Life
was in great Hazard, and o was forc'd to fend for a Chirurgion, who by mak-
ing ule of his Probe, did help him to make Water, which was Froth at the
typ, and Blood at bottom : And that the Lord might malke him yet more
{enfible of it, he repeated the{troak a fecond time after the fame manner, as we
have been credibly inform’d frcm very eminent and confiderable Perfons.
We could heartily wifh that there was now alive another Mr, Rogers of We-
thersfield, who would deal effectually with the Cenftience of this plﬂll.ld

B frothy
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- othy Prelate, that he might be blels’d with a more (antified ufe of the
ﬂft:c;};’r}?ltie !irord, in his Vgiﬁtatiﬂn of the Stranguery, than of his broken

Leg, inthe former times. o

The Circumftances of the Matrer of Faét in this Relation, tho' reprefent-
ed under the worft Colours, yet don’t come up in the Ileaﬁ_, to what feegns
to be intimated in the Title of it. Here a certain Bifhop is chag}?ed with
ufing bitter Expreffions, and Inveighing againft the_Nqu-fuaéf_'qrm: s, and a
paffage is cited for that ‘purpofe; I muft confels, I can’t find any thing in
thole words, which can induce me to believe, that the immediate hand of 5 o
fhou’d be lifted up againft this Prelate in favour of his® Adverfaries. 'Tis
true, the Exorelfion 1s {mart, and the Con;pan!'crn fufliciently biting ; butas
he (peaks in this place not {fo much in relation to the Dn&rme or Perfons of
the Preshyterians, but of their Projeéts; and that the Epifcopal Clergy had
felt the birter Lath of the Now-conformifts, for feveral Years paft, to their
coft, and that even the Smart remain’d, and che Stripes were not worn out
in 1661 (when this happen’d) fo it is no great Wonder, if a Perfon fo
nearly Concern’d in the Magter, did Excliim againft certain Projects of his
Adverlaries, levell'd perhaps againit his owa Pecfon, or the Church, or per-
haps againft Both, whereof many Inftances might e given in thole times ;
it being almo(t Natural for People to (peak with too much Zeal or Heat in
Cafes telating to themfelves; and the Expreflions of Railing Prelace, of
Gandy Prelare, with feveral others mentioned in this Relation, fuffici-
ently fhew that the Compilers thereof were not free from Paflion and Heat.
But let us (ee bow ke was [mitten by the Lord, as the Title intimates. Becaule
the Bifbop had faid, Thas the Projects of the Presbyterians had Blood in the Bor-
tom, as the Water of thofe Men who labonr with the Stone 5 therefore {ays they,
God was pleafed to [mite the Bifbop with the [ame Diffemper ; and this they Al-
fert with as much Affurance as if they had been of God Almighty’s Cabinet
Council, and 4s if the Great and Merciful Creator and Prelervator of the
Univerle, had left the Management of his Impangtrable‘%ud ments to their
Difpofal. If we duly weigh the Matter, it will be no dificult Task to dif-
cover, that there is not the leaft Appearance of God’s hand, or Judgment
in ‘this Cafe ( in that Senfe as they would have it) the Diftemper under
which the Bifbop labour’d at that time, was in all Human Probability the
Stone in the Bladder, which being fix’d in the Neck of the Bladder, ftopt
the Paffage of the Water. Had thefe Men had any Infight in Phyfick, they
would not have ventur’d upon {fo Rafh and unaccountable an Application as
this; fince the Torturing Pain and Stoppage of the Urine, being infallible
Signs that the Stone izt in the Neck of the bladder, was of a confiderable
Bulk, and it being fufficiently known that {uch a Stone is progenerated, and
encreales gradually ; it is fo far from what thele Men would infer, that this
Tormenting Diftemper in the Bifbop ow’d its fecret Caufe to his having ex-
prefs’d himfelf in the beforementioned Words, that it is more than probable,
that this Prelate having felt the difmal Effe&s of this Diftemper at feveral
times before, could and did conlequently make the beforefaid Comparifon
betwixt the Pra]if&: of the Presbyterians, and the Water of thole afflitted with_
the Smdﬁ, in thofe lively terms expre(s'd in the Relation s The Froth at the
top of .the Water (after the Surgeon had remov’d the Stone by his Probe)

a8
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25 It Wis no more than the Natural Effe& of the Stoppage and long continy-
ance of the Urine in the bladder, fo the blood at the bertom gprﬂcﬂ;éfud
from the Veins, being wnundeciby the pointed Protuberancies frequently
%bﬁe?*d in the Stone, and confequently imply nothing of any Supernatural
aule. -
- 11.

An Apoflate Minifter, firuck with ﬁedrk; Death, by the immediate band of the
Lord, '

About the end of December, or beginning of Fanuary, 1661. oneMr. Ed-
wards, Minifter of Bettuws in the County of Salop, who formerly was very
zealous for Reformation in the Presbyterian way, andof late became a greac
Conformift; upona Monday Morning (after he had Preached and Conferm-
ed the day before ) going very well out . of his Houfe to lead a Colt to the
Warer ( his Servant at that time being otherwife imployed ) was {udderly
‘{mitten by an Hand from Heaven, and returning prefently into his Houfe,
and looking with a very pale and dejeéted Countenarce, his Wife asked him
how it was with him? To whom he replyed, Oh ! the hand of the Lord is
upon me, or Words to that effeét ; he immediately took his Bed , and
within a very fhort time died. The Jury that fate upon him, could find
nothing about his Body that might occafion his {fo fudden Death; only
there appeared a fmall print of a Blow or Wound between his two Shoulders -
But that which is further obfervable in this Story, is, That every night in
the weak before the Death of this Minifter, the Parifh-Church Door was
flung open, though lockt very fatt all the day before. One evening elpeci-
ally, two very fufficient Men of the Town, finding the Door open, lockt it
very faft, and tryed with all their firength to break it open, but could not ;
then they departed, and within an hour after returned and found the Door
wide open., -Alfo three Nights in thelame week, viz, Monday, Wednefday,
and Satwrday, the Bell of the fame Church (there being but one ) was heard
1o Ring feveral times, of its own accord. The truth of this whole Relation
is atcefted by the Inhabirants of the Town beforementioned.

; RE M ARKSE.

This Relation tells us a Story of an Apoftate Minifter, as they ftile
him. I am forry I can’t forego to charge the Compilers ‘thereof with Fre-
fumption and Uncharitablenefs 5 with the firft, becaufe they intrude them-
felves with fo much Boldne(s into the hidden and impenetrable Secrets of
Providence; wich the laft, becaule they make a Man fall by the immediate
band of God, for no other Reafon bur his Conforming to the Church of Ex-
gland, after having been a great Zealdt for the Presbyrerian Perfwation 5 It
is bevond our prefent purpole to'enter upon the Merit of the Caufe berwixt
the Church of England and the Diffenters, and the Reafons alledg’d for their
Separa-ion from the Eftablifh'd' Church 5 burfinceit is confels'd on all fides,
That the main Reaflon of the Diffenting Presoyterians is founded only upon
External and Ceremonial Matters, I appeal to thofe Gentlemen, whether in
Point of Chasity, they can condemn a Man to the peculiar Judgment of
God upon that Sc¢ ~e2 “And with what Face they can Inveigh with fo much
- Birternels againft the Church of Rome, for making it one of the Fundamen-
tal Teniets of their Do&rine, That there is no Salvation but in their Church ?.
For coiifidering; that'th.y ditter from the grwefm:}u in Matterial Ii:’onjtrs of

: : 2 Joctrine.
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Dog&rine, they feem to-have more Appearance of Truth on their (ide, l!*ﬁ"

thofe Compilers can challenge on this Head ; when they make a Man fe1z!.5‘f

wi h an Apoplexy, and dying foen after {_ as it frequently happens in this

Diftemper ) the Objeét of Ged’s immediate Vengeance, for returning te,
the fame Church, in which (in ail probability ) he hat}l been ]E}duca{_ed l:_u:.-

fore, and which differed not in any Eflential Point, with that he had pro-

fe(d of late.. To add the greater Weight and Luftre ro this Relation, they

tell us of the Church-doors being flung open, tho’ lock’d very faft, and of
the Ringing of the Church-Bell of its own accord ; but fince they have not

thought fit to_infert the Names of thefe {uticient Men of the Town, who

were Witnefles of the: Matter of Fact, they will, 1 hope, eafily excule us,

if we {ufpend our Belief, it being not improbable that fome {uch like thing

might be impoled upon them ara diﬂ‘[alr;ce. '

A New Conformift killed by a Fall from his Horfe. s

Alio one Mr. T&amm,fa Minitter that lived near Bridgeworth in Shropfkire,
(a perfon of the fame Character with Mr.. Edwards, Minitter of Bettas, before
ment:oned ( only for his endowments and abilities far more eminent and fa-
mous in the Country Jhaving been at a great Feaft, making merry with divers
Gentlemen, his Neighbours, as he was riding towards his home in the Even-
ing, fell from his Horfe, and the next Morning was found dead in the High-
way. This is a thing publickly known, and great oblervation made of it in
all thofe parts of the Country. :
REMARKS.

The preceding Relation of another Conforming Minifter is much of
the {ame Stamp with the former, fince they attribute his fudden Death to
his having relinguifh'd their Perfwafion, whereas if we look narrowly into
the Matter, the whole feems to be rather an Effe@t of his hard Drinking :
There are too many Inftances of this Nature, to admit of a Contradiction,
and whart they fay of his having been making Merry ar a Great Feaff, is a
ftrong Argument for our Opinion; Had thefe Gentlemen been pleas’d to
give us a more Circumftantial Account of the Manner of his Death, whe-
ther he was found much bruifed, or wounded either by the Horfe or Fall, a
more exXact Judgment might have been givenin this Foinr. If they reply
that God Almighty often exercifes his judgments upon Sinners by Natural
ways and Caules ; I anfwer, that this being an undoubted Truth, we ought

not to frame Miracles, to ferve our Turn, nor tobe too bufy in diving into
the hidden Judgments of God.

IV.
A violent Perfecutor of good Men, bis Horfe [unk under bim in a Pornd of Wa-
ter ( according to an Imprecation he had ufed a little ég‘brr ). ke narrowly ef-
caped Drowning, but prefently fell fick of a Feaver, and died.

One William Covel of Horniger, Horning fbeath, in the County of Suffolk ,
two miles fiom Bary, a violent Adverfary to the Golpel, and the Faithful
Preachers and Profeflors thereof, did feveral times inftigate the Conftable of
the faid Town, to prefent certain Confcientious and Peaceable men for not
coming to the Parifh-Church to hear Service ; but the Conftable did not ar
all heacken to him therein, being unwilling to have his hand in Perfecuting

and. .
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- and Molefting any of his Godly Neighbours : Upon which the faid Cove/ was
fo enraged, that he wifh'd his Horfe might {ink under him, if he did not in-
diét the Conftableat the next Sellions, becaule he neglected ( as he affirmed )
his Duty, in not Prefenting thote honeft Men, who refufed to hear the Com-
mon-Prayer : Bu it pleafed the Lord to Rebuke the rage and madnefs of this
Man; for apout the latter end of the Month of November, 1661 before the
time of the Setions, upon a Market day, coming from Bary, and riding into a
Pand, not far from his own Houfe,to wath his Horle,as hew as wont to do, his
Hoile { which never nfed to'do {o before ) did fink under him 1nto the Water,
where he was in danger of being immediately Drowned, being fometimes un-
der the Warer, and fometimes above Water, as himfelf confefled afterwards ;
but it pleafed the Lord,that one coming by and {eeing him in this Condition,
did: prefently call foreh fome of his own Family, who came {feafonably to his
help, and gor him our of the Pond before he was Drowned. Bar though he el-
caped then, yet the hand of the Lord did {till follow lum, for he foon after
fell into 2 violent Feaver, whereof in a fhort time he died. And this is yer
further to be noted, that he was the man, who a little before his Death did
put the Parifh to about 8o I. Charge, by reafon of his extraordinary butling
to get theBels new Rung, and new Hanged:And it pleas’dGod that he was the
firit in the Parifh for whom the Dearh-Bell did Ring, after thenew hanging
of the Bells. The certain truth of this whole.Relation is attefted by very
many honelt Perfons, Inhabitants of the faid Town.

' REMARKS.

Here is a long Story of a certain Perfccutor and Enemy of the Nos-confor-
mifts 3 As I was always of opinion that no man ought to be perfecuted bare-
ly for Confcience fake, fo I can’t look with a good Eye updn thofe who
pradtifeic; being without doubr perfons void of that moft Eminent Vertue,
which makes up a great Part of a Chriftian ; I mean Charity. However, to
come to the prelent State of the Cale ; it remains doubtful according to the
Account given here, whether Self-Intereft, or perhaps Retaliation of In-
juries receiv'd from the Diffenting Party ( whilit in Power ) might not have
{ome {have in the Matter ; But be it as ‘twill, whether by a maitaken Zeal,
or otherwife, the Application, as made in the Relation, feems to be very
hard, and without any Coherency. A man who has been violent againit the
Diffenters, rides with ‘his Horfe into a deep Pond, the Jade takesa Freak
and lies down in the Water, the Man is in iminent Danger of being drown’'d,
but is preferv’d by the Atliftance of his Friends ! Where is the Immediate
hand of God in this, unlefs in faving the Perfon from being Drowned,
which is diretly conirary from what they would Infer I* But fays they, he.
died foon after of a Violent Feaver; and fo do fome Thoufands in a Year,
this being the moft General Diftemper that puts a Period to our Lives.
To ftrengthen their Affertion, they give us a Corroborating Argument,
viz. That not long before his Death, he made the Parifh beftow 8o pounds
upon the Church-Bells, and alledge, as a deferved Punifhment, that he
was the firft for whom the Death-Bell of that Parifh did ring, after the new
Hanging of the Bells. Strange Prodigies ! If this is not Trifling with the.
moft Sicred and Abftrufe Receffes of Providence, 1 know not what 1s3-
and it is a very bold Attempt for any man, that has taken an Averfion a-
gainft Bells, to expole his Feﬁﬂw_ Chriftian, aftes his Death, as an Ob]egib;_
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of God's Vengeancé, For being Zealous in the Ceremonial part of that Reli- -
gion, in which he has been Educated, and which is Eftablifhed in the
Land! 2

: Y.
A great Perfecuror of [ome godly Miniffers, killed by the Fall of a Riding-honfz,
which was blown down by the Wind, ol

Unto thefe two laft mentioned gartimﬂars, we fhall add one more, becaufe
it concerns the fame honeft Minifter, Mr. Field, though otherwife it corhies
in out of order, in re(ped it _bears date after many parriculars, which oughe -
according to our method, to have been inferted before it.

One Mr. Luke Blirh, an Attorney, living at Stamford in the County of
Lincoln, an Ofhicer in the late Kings Army, and in the prefent Militia, was
a molt violent Perfecuter of Mr. Fre/d, and did about the Eeginning of Hillary
Term, 1661, expre(s a great deal of rage and bitterne(s againft him, and two
other Gedly Minifters in the Country, 24z, Mr. Browz, and Mr, Richardfon, and
did openly fwear, that if they did not {peedily Conform, he would not leave
them an Horfe to ride upon, nor a morfell of Bread to eat; and accordingly
came up to London, in order to the effecting of what he had in his Malice de-
{igned againft them. And particularly on the 18th. of February, 1661. be-
tore he wenrout cf his Lodging in the Morning, he railed moft bitcerly againft
the Minifters of the Gofpel in general, but efpecially againft Mr. Freid, {ay-
ing, He wonld do his Work for &m that dzy. Butthe Lord prevented him in
his purpole, fur that-very morning  as we have related before ) he was {lain
by the fall of a Riding-houfe, near Pickadilly, which was blown down by that
moft tempeftuous wind, which a great part of Esgland hath fad caufe to re-
member happened upon that day ; and whereof we have given {0 large ac-
count hereatter.The 'Ixﬁlth of thefe three laft Relations is confirmed by ample
and fufficient Teltimony. ; '

Vb el J
A Fudgmenrt of God that happen'd upon a Man and his wife, who Swore falfly
. againlt agodly Minifter, F18

Alfo one Job» Brown a Taylor, and an Inhabitant of Uffiagton, beforementi-
-oned, was a known malicious Enemy to the f{aid Mr. Field the Minifter, and
criethat by the inftigation of the drunken {wearing Prieft hereafrer {poken of,
did take an Qath againft him moft fallly and defperately. The nextday after
he had thus {fworn, his Wife being very big with Child, fell down from a Lad-
der, and falling prefently into Travel, was with great hazard delivered at
laft of a dead Child, which, as the fpeftators have affirmed, wasall over as
black as Ink, Brown alfo himfelf not long after fell down, and by the fall
was fadly bruifed, infomuch, that for many days after he was not able to
move himfelf without help. How God hathfince dealt with him or his Wife,
we have not heard. Vyie]

VIL

n Epifcopal Pricff, who by Violence and unjult means, did poffefs bimfeif o féu.-
Living of hgad{;' and abie Miniffer 5 had bis Leg broken in #grﬂﬂkrn' -@‘mfrrr!.

‘One Mr. Piers, an Epifcopal Prieft, 2 man of a moft vicious and debauched
Cotiverfation, did very unjuftly and maliciouflydifturb one Mr. Field,agodly
Minifter, in his Retory at 'Z)ﬁiyag:an, 1n the County of Lincoln, and endeavour- -

ed
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- ed by virtue of an illegal Prefentation from a private Patron, to poflefs him-
{elf of M., Field's Living; but Mr.Field overthrowing him at Law, he Suborn-
ed Witneffes againft him, who fwore him into a Prifon, and thenin a fur-
reptitious way he gets poileffion of the Place, and the fame day intrudes him-
felf into Company, with whom' he drank like the Head of his Tribe, amd
fwore no le(s than the biggeft Lifeguard-Oaths his Maiter could fuggeft to
him, and than falls to quarrelling with fome of the Company, who n dei-
pight of the Charm of his Surfingle, did make bold with his Coat, and beat
him {ufficiently 5 and in the fray his Leg was broken, whereofhe lay in moft
fad torture for many days ; and whether he is fincerecovered or not, we have
received no certain information.

REMAR KS.

Thefe three Relations run ftill upon the fame Strain with the former,
iz, To {hew the Judgment of God upon (everal Perfons, for injuring the
Non-conformiffs, whereas the Misfortune of the Artorzey’s being kill’d by a
Houle in a Yiolent Storm, muft be numbred among thofe Accidents, unto
which {everal other perfons were expoled, and felt the diveful Effeéls there-
of, during that Dreadful Tempelt ;- What they tell us of the Taylor’s Wife
being Big with Child, falling from a Ladder, and prelently after bringing
forth a Child, as biack as Ink, is nomore than what muft be the Natural con-
fequence of a Fall from a Ladder under thole Circumftances ; what is re-
lated concerning rheir falfly Swearing againft Mr. Field, muft be taken upon

their Word ; tho’ it is undeniable, that no perfon’s Name ought to be ex-
pofed in Print, as being Guilty of Perjury, till he be Conviéted thereof by a
due Courfe of Law, which I believe thefe perfons were not, becaufe no
mention thereof is made in the Relation ; What they tell us concerning
Mr. Pierfe the Epilcopal Prieft, is, (if it may be rely’d upon in all its Cir-
cumftances ) an Inftance of a Drunken Quarrelfome Minifter, who forget-
ting himf{elf, his Education, Duty and Profeffion, by his Swearing, Curfing,
Drinking and Quarrelling, prov’'d a Scandal of the Church he belong’d to,
and had his Reward accordingly, viz. a Brokes Leg with its ufual Symptoms,
Torturing Pains; But as his il Courle of Life can't imprint the leaft Ble-
mifh ro the Church of Engiland, {0 his Broken Leg has but a {lender Relation

to the Diffenters,
P ' VIII.

A great Perfecntor of. an eminent godly AMinifter, killd by one in bis own Defence
4 7 be 5'#:!1:13' in drink , g::ﬂlr{u'red Hgﬂﬂ the High way. s
At Dunbead in the County of #ilts , lived one Captain BSennet, a violent

Perfecutor of My, Inch, the faithful and able Minifter of that place; he was

often urged by the faid Mr. Benner to read the Common-prayer-book; but

one time above all the reft, he brought the Book to Church with him, and
in the face of the Congregation did prefent it to Mr. Jueh, and with great
violence and many menaces, did urgehim to read it; but upon Mr. Zseh’s mo-
deft refufal, he grew outragious, and was even drunk and mad with Paffion,
threatning Mr.Jach, that he fhould not long continue to Preach there; where-
in he was as good as his word, for by the violence and fury of this Man efpe-
cially, he was foon after forced to relinguifh his place, and to his great pre-
judice, to depart the Townalfo. Thus the Captain did demean himlfelf, mani-
fefting little lefs than the very venom and rage of Satan himfelf, Mr. Inch dhi;
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‘by a kind of Proplietick §pirit, declare to fome in the Congregatien, that
he believed thag this man would not die the common Death. of other Men ;
which did accordingly come to pals 5 for not long after,. the faid Capr. being
much in drink, and affronting and atlaulting one Mr, Dimon, a Citizen of Lond.
in the Road near Salishury, was killed by Mr. Dimon in his own defence 3 of
which Fa&, he was by Law acquitted at the' Aflizes following, and that by
a Jury of Gentlemen, who were well known to be fufficiently prejudiced
.againit the Parliament-Party, of which Mr, Dimoz was judged to be one:
But the matter of the Faét was fo clear and apparent, that in Honour and
Confcience, they could not condemn him. This Relation is {o publickly
known in the Country, that nothing need be faid to induce any to Lelieve it.
REMARK

Here we have a Narration of a certain Gentleman come to an Untimely
Death, becaufe, 2s they fay, he perfecuted a Godly Minifter ; whereas, if
you take a right View of the Matrer, it isevident that his Death was occa-

{ioned by his Drunkennefs, and his Affaulting another in a Violent man- &

ner on the High-way.  They tell us he urg’d a Now conforming Minifter to
read the Common P?'d_lwhﬁc-ﬂ}?, and preflented it to him in the Face of the
 whole Congregation 3 I can’t for my Life difcover any thing that is Crimi-
nal in this Cale. Can a Man who was queftionlefs Educated in the Charch
* .of England, be fuppoled to have incurr'd the Penalty of God’s peculiar
judgment upon him, for preferring the Lirwrgy of that Charch before the
-Ceremonies and Prayers of another Congregation, foreign and diffonant to
his Opinion, and the Eftablifhed Church 2 They tell us, as a further Argu-
ment of their Affertion, That the Minifter was by his Fury, forced to leave
his Place and the Town. They would have done very well to exprefs them-
felves fomewhat more Circumftantially upon that Head, whether the'fame
was occafioned by any violent and illegal means, for, if not, the whole
could at the wotlt amount to. no more than too forward a Zeal for the Re- *
ligon he profefs'd, and perhaps a fingular Averfion to its Adverfaries, which,
ifgitdtﬁ:l“-’{‘s a peculiar 1’1111Lfﬁment at the hands of God Almighty, I am
afiaid many among the Noun conforming Party of thofe times, muft needs
have a Great Share in it ; and if {uch like Matters may be judged by the E-
vent they have had {o, witnefs thofe who fuffered for having %ad a hand in
the Murther of King Charles the Firft, and many more muft needs have
moft Defervedly undergone very fevere Penalties for their miftaken Zeal (to
'make the beit of it) had not the King and Parliament thoughe fit in their
Wifdom, to fhew Mercy to a mifguided Paity.
IX.

\One that very much rejoyced at the falle Report of a godly Minifiers Death, was

[uddenly ffrucken with Sicknefs, and died : The Minifler, ékﬂﬁf be God, being
2 yet altve, and well, !

n the Month of Seprember, 1661, it was frequently reported, that Mr.
Fenning, an Eminent Minifter in this City ( who ‘Ly long exceeding weak of
a violent Feaver ) was dead ; which coming to the ears of a Perfon of fome
Quality, near Faschnreh fireer, feemed to be very welcom news to him, and
he exprelled much joy at it 3 he could not contain himfelf, but in a moft
unchriltian, yea, inhumane way, when he came home, immediately impar-
ted it to his Wife and another Woman who was with her, who he knew very

well,
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well, did highly efteem and honour Mr. Peuning, and his Miniftry, fiying in
& triumphing and influiting manner, Whar will the Women new do 3 for their God
Venning /s dead. It plealed the Lord within a fhort fpace after, to fbrike this
%i:h‘;}”ig_ségk?&. wh{;er.ec}f he;ipgerer}-;tly dieﬂ. But bleilizéi be rEc: Lotd; Mr.
alive, and reftored by t I I 3 odnefls of G
to his perfg& Health again. it o g S bt A
One [uddenly-dies, as he was accufing and complaining againfF (ome godly Nou-
: . . conformiffs, to the Bifbop of Chelter. ;
By Letters from very honeit and fober perfons in Chefbire, itis affirmed as
a moft certain Truth, that before the firft Bifhop of Cheffer died, an Intor-
mer comes r0 him at Cheffer, and acquaints him with (ome refradlory People
at Wiggon in Lancafbire, who would not conform to the Laws and Canons of
the Church.  He makes bitter Complaints againfl them, but before he could
-hmﬂ} his Story, the Lord finifh'd his days; for while the Accufation was
‘yet 10 his Mouth, he fell down before the Bifhop, and died immediately,
We doubt not bur upon enquiry, others befides ‘Faraticks will fatisfie the
Reader of the Truth of this Relation. :
- REMARKS.
The two preceding Stories are fo infignificant in themfelves as {tarce to re-
- quire any Remarks; However, a Perfon of (ome Quality falls fick and
dies 5 but they fay, rbe Lord flruck bim ; and why 2 Becaufe he underftand-
ing that a Noan-conformift Miniffer was dead, he Rejoyced at it; and told a
‘Woman, rhat was a greac Admirer of the faid Minifter, #hat would the Wo-
man now do?_&c. Thele Gentlemen make ftrangely bold with God’s Judg-
ments; I leave it to the Judgment of any fenfible or unbyafs'd Perfon, of
what Opinion foever, whether the Jeafting with a Woman concerning her
Overfondnefs, and perhaps Immoderate Zeal for the Minifter’'s Perfon (a
defeft frequently incident to the Female Sex ) can be without a great deal
of Uncharicablenefs, accounted a Crime punifhable, no lefs than with Death,
and that by God’s immediate hand 2 ' Thefe Gentlemen making themfelves
both Parties and Judges in their own Cafe, and fheltring themfelves under
the Coverture of Divine Providence, prove very Severe, and Lam afraid
not imparcial Judges; forelfe, among {o great Number of Relations con-
cerning the pretended Judgments of God againft thole who oppoled rheir
Minifters, they would not have negle&ted to infert alfo {vme Cafes relating
to thofe of the Epifcopal Clergy, who in thofe days bore a {ufficient Share in
the Perfecutions raifed againft them, unlefs they have Prefumption enough
to give the Name of godly Mmifters only to thofe of the Noa-conforming
Party, which in point ot Charity I believe they have not, it being INoto-
rious that the Church of England has, and does produce to this day, a§ Great
and as Good Men in their Miniftry, as any Church in the World: Asto. the
other Story ;! tho’ they tell us that the Reader may be fatisfy d of the Truth.
of it, upon enquiry, I think they would have done much better, 1o have
miade that Enquiry themfelves, and ro have imparted it in-all s Circum-
ftarices, withour which, I can’t fee how it can make the leaft Imprefiion
upon the Mind of the Judicious Reader ; For, fuppole the faid Informer ro
have been upon the {ame Eirand with the Bifhop feveral times ( asin all
‘probability’ he mighr, nothing being alledged o the contrary in the Rela-
eion it felf ) fuch an Accidentmay very well be Numbred among the Com-

mon and moft Natural Accidents of HﬂmdﬂfGLffn <
b
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X. r ' '
A ancharitable: Abufer and Reviler of Mr.Hugh Peters, killed by 4 fall from
: his Horfe when be was drank,

We have been certainly informed from very good hands, that one Colonel
Carnaby, who lived in or about the City of Dsxrbam, did frequently affirm
with great uncharitablenefs, to divers{ober perfons in Darham, that Mk Pe-
rers was drunk when he was hanged ;5 not long after this, on a Lords Day,
the fuid Colonel Carnaby wasinvited, with fome other Company, to one
Colonel Srewarts houfe to dinner, where they horribly prophaned the Lord's
Day, and fell to exceflive drinking ; and the fiid Colonel Carzagy was fo
drunk, that upon his return home that night fiom Colonel Stewarss, who-
lived not’ above two mules from Darbam, he firft lolt his Company, and
afterwards, within half a mile of the Towns end, loft his Way, and took-to
the Road leading to Newcaftle , where the next Morning he was found dead
in a Pool of Water and Dirt, with his Face downwards, yer there was notfo
much Water in'the Poo! as would cover him. This is notorioully known at
Durbam, and it 1s obferved by the People there, that he who falfely and ma-
litioully accufed another for dying in his drunkennefs; was himfelf really ove-
taken with that fin, and by the righteous hand of the Lord; cut off in ir..

REMAR K.

- This Relation is ftrain’d to the higheft pitch of Preflumption and I'olly
above any we have met with yet in this Treatife. In one of the preceding.
Accounts, a Man dies for Rejoycing at the fuppofed Death of an Eminent
Non conforming Minifter 5 buc here another is cwt off by the righteoss band of
the Lord, for Reviling, as they fay, one of the worit ef Criminals, after
his Death, . e. for (aying that be was drunk when be was Hanged, Since the.
Compilers thereof, at the Conclufion of their Preface, call the All-know-
ing God and Searcher of hearts to witnefs, that their Defign was #ot to (tir #p
Sedition 3 I can’t but in point of Charity acquit them in fome. meafure of
that Charge, which has been laid at their doors by many; and that not alto-
gether without %_reat appearance of Reafon ;- For, to ftand up fo far, as they
do here in behalf of a Perfon made a moft juft Example of Publick Juftice
by the Laws of the Kin&.‘lum, for having {aeen inftrumental trom the ver
beginning of the King’s being feiz’d at Holmby, in Contriving with Cromweil,
Treron and - Harrifon, the faid K. Charles the Firft’s Murther, in feveral pri-
vate Meetings, at the Star in Coleman-ftreet, and the Nag’'s Head over-a=
gainlt Bafingball-firect 3 and Aiding and ﬁ{ﬁﬁing. therein upon feveral Occa-

ns; asitis apparent from the feveral Paflages and Proofsin his Tryal 5 I
fay, to efpoufein fuch a manner as they do the Caufe of fuch a Criminal,,
feems to intimate no lefs, than their juftifying in fome refpe& his Aétions,
and that were it not for the great Averfion they have to the Red Letters in.
the Almanack, they would enter him in the Lift of Martyrs and Saints, who
thew their Miraculous Effects of their Anger (after their Death) to thofe
that dare provoke them to Revenge. However, as I am willing out of
Charity, to interpret the whole rather for a miftaken Zeal, than the Effe&t:
of a premeditated Malice agtain& either Church or Stare; fo on-.the other
hand, we can’t without Injuftice pafs by in filence certain Paffages relating
to the Life and Execution of Hugh Peters; which may juftifie the Condué& of
Coll. Carnaby, and confequently render him mot near fo guilty in the Ey:tg
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of the World, as the(s Compilers would per(wade us: *Tis notorious tlat
when K. Charles was brought from Pindfor to London 5 Hugh Peteys 1id be-
fore him ; That he compard the Tryal of the faid King to rbe Day of Fruelg~
ment, and the Tiyal of the Whole World, which [honid be performed by the Saints,
and Preaching betore Oliver Cromwell the next day after the Sitting of
the faid Court, he chofe the three laft Verfes of the 149 Plalm, Tobind thesr
Kings in Chains, and their Nobles in Ferters of Iron ; This hononr bave il tie
Sasnrs, &c. which Words he apply’d in an abufed Senle to the prefent State
of the Kingdam. The next Sunday after the Murther of K.Charles 1. was com-
mitted, he preach’d another Sermon in Juftification of the Fa&, chooling
his Text outof /faiah. v. 14, 18, 19, 30, 21. All the Kings of the Nations, even
all of them lie i}iffar‘?, every one in bis ows Foufe 5 But thou art caft out of thy
Grave, like an abominable Branch, and as the Rayment of thofe that are flain,
thruft thro” with the Sword, that go down to the Stones of the Pit, as a Carcafs
trodden under foor 5 Thon [halt not be joyw’d in Barial with them, &c. This Ser-
men had for ies Ticle on the toy 5 The Tyrant’s Fall: Whereas at the Death
of the Ulurper Cromweil, Preaching next day in the Chappel at Whire-ball,
he took his Text in Deateronomy; My Servant Mofes is tff#t[i The Applica-
tion is foon to be guefs'd at. I will not here infift upon feveral other blocody
Tranfaétions and Defligns laid to his Charge, during thofe Inteftine Troubles
of Exgland , fuch as the putting to the Sword 4500 Men; moft Erp/ifb
and Proteffants ( and that atter Quarter promiled ) at Tredangh in Jreland,
which as it was artributed to the Advice of Hugh Peters, {o it anfwered their
End, in frightning all the reft of that Kingdom into a Submiffion to the Par-
liament in 12 or 13 Months time. I will, I fay, not infit upon this and
many fuch like other Mattets laid to his Charge, but the beforementioned
Paflages being Notorious, and tranfalted in the Face of all the World,; What
wonder is it, if {uch a Man as Coll. Carnaby, highly devoted to the Interelt
of his King, and the Welfare of the Chwrch of England, {hould caft fome
Refleftions upon a man, whom he knew to have been the Deftrution (as far
as in him lay) of both, 'Tis true, we onght always to exprels our Charity to
the Dead; yet muft not from thence ‘be mnferr’d, that the evil A&ions, and
fuch efpecially as have been tranfa&ted upon the Publick Theat:eof the World,
fhould efcape the Cenfures of Men ; But to come ftill fomewhat nearer to
the Point : As itis agreed onall hands, That the (2id Hugh Peters was fiom his
Youth a perfonof a very unequal and unftable Temper, and his Genius always
inclining more to Violence and Rafhnefs, than a irm Refolution and Con-
ftancy, {o the {ame appear’d very confpicuous at the time of his Condemna-
tion and Execution: For, wheréas that Notoerious Criminal Cook, who was
Execated ar the (ame time with Perers at Charing-Crofs, fhew d both duving
his Imprifonment, and at the lace of Execution, an uncommon Compoiure
of Mind in all his Words anid ourward Aétions. T was quite cotitrary with
Hugh Peters, who conftantly berray’d himfelf by the many violent and con-
trary Agitations of his Soul; being queftionlefs the Effe&ts of his forimer
Guilt, which at this laft time of Tr}'ﬂ, appearing at certain Intervals before
his Eyes (tho’ he weuld not own it at his Execution ) made him confefs,
That be was not fafficiently prepared for Death 5 and as he was going from New-
gate to Charing -crofs {the Place of Execution ) he appear’d (omerimes very
ftupid, fometimes enclming to Frenzy, :-11'1 Knawing the Fingers of his G;mfii
2 . an
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nd at his Execution, burfting out into Tudden and violent Weepings, ho
?ﬁg h's Hands before his _E}-egs, and entreating the Executioner *m ch%:f.u.h_
him by Checking the Rope, and acczlerating his Death. To put the Truth
of this beyond all Exception, we need but make.the leaflt Refle&tion upaﬂ
the Words of Mr. Coeke , who, as we told you before, waf exec.u;'{g ‘
with Hugh Peters, who among other things in his Dying Speec ,.ngpl.t’: e’
himfelf thus to the Sheriff: He thank'd God he could welcom Death ; it as for
M, Peters, he conld bave wifh'd that he might bave bees repriev'd for [ome
time, for that be was peisher prepared nor fit to die. - After this Teihmqny‘_
coming from the mouth of 2 Dying Man, who fuffer’d for the fame Cauli-:.
with Hagh Peters, to his laft Gafp, I can’t {ee with what profpeét c-_F tjgé:r:e 3,
or with what hopes of meeting wicth an Approbation from the un;ny_ais an
judicious Reader, they could pretend to put Iu[g,mﬂy upon the World, as to
make us believe that the Death of a Aan, occalion d by his falling from his.
Horfe ina Pond or miry Place, after having luft both his Cempany, and his
Way in the Night time, muft be attributed to a Peculiar Jadgment of God,
by way of Punmithment, for having Reviled and Abuled, as they cail it,
Mr. Hugh Peters, If we Poor Adortals are permitted to make a {varch into
the hidden Caufes of Divine Judgment, they would, in my Opinion, have
come much nearer to the rrue Afark, if they had look’d for the true Canfe
of this Gentleman’s Misfortune in his Excels of Drunkennef; and P}-‘Qﬁfﬂ{ﬂ;ﬂ#
of the Lord’s Day, than in his Error of miftaking the Frenzical Behavicur
of a Criminal for the Effeéts of hot and intoxicating Liguors.
X,
One who threatned to Indit an honeff Now. .:'a}:farms'ni_ Mixiffer, was [uddenly
taken by Death, and [o prevenced in bis Defign, |
We have receiv'd certain Information from very credible Perfons, that
about the time laft mentioned, the Mayor of Bridgenorth in Shropfbire, did
very fharply threaten the Minifter of that Town, who is a godly Non-con-
formift, that if he did not prefently Conform, he would have him Indiéted
the next Seflions; but God prevented him, for he going to walk in the
Fields, was fuddenly taken very ill, and within a day or two after at the

moft, died, and fo could not put his threatning in execution at the Seflions,
which followed not long after his Death. :

XIIL. '
A great Reviler and Perfecntor of Good Men, taker away [uddenly by Dearh.

Much about the fame time, one Capt. Rand,a Sea Captain, (who hath
been publickly taken notice of as a Man of a moft debauched and vicious
Converfation, but efpecially he was obferved to be a notorious Reviler and
Perfecutor of Non conforming Minifters and People) as he was upon a LZord’s
Day in the Chappel at .fﬁmdmi’ in Stepney Parifh, was fuddenly and ftrangely
fmitten with the hand of the Lord, which made him cry out and roar ina
ftrange and unufual manner, in the Congregation, out of which he was im-
mediately carried, and within a very fhort time after died.

A [ad Frdgment befalling a violent Railer againft gﬂd{y%x-m:ﬁrmfng Minifter.
~Not long after the time laft mention’d, Mr. Jice the Faithful able Minifter
before fpoken of, was by Violence and Oppreffion driven out of his Living,

and the Malice of fome of the I nhabitant Eeing fo great againft him, meer- -

| ly
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ly for. Righteoulnefs lake, it was not' judged fafe for him to abide in the
Town anylonger, whereupon ke relolved {uddenly to remove to fcine o-
ther place ; and in order thereunto, Wagons were provided to carry away
his Goods, which one Mr. Moullins (an Inhabitant of the faid Town of Daus-
head, and a great Encmy to Mr. Jnce) feeing, the night before Mr, Jnce's de-
parture, exprels’d a great deal of Joy at ir, and did openly [peak words to
this effeét ; To morrow when this Ince goes away, I will keep the Merrieff day thar
ever I kept 2t Dunhead : But when the morrow came, the Lord by a {ad hand
of Providence quite changed the Scene, and made him keep one of the' moft
forrowful days he ever ‘kept inhis whole Life before 5 for that day going
forth in the morning with his Cart, his Foot flipt, and falling down, he was
not able [uddenly to recover himfelf, and the Wheel of the Cart went over
his Leg, and bruifed it very forely, fo that he lay all that day in extream
pain and dolor 5 atlait it Gangren’d, and after two or three days extremity
of Tormenr, he milerably ended his Life. This alfo is publickly known to
be a cerrain Truth, and 1o doubt made of it by any that liv'd thereabouts.
' RE M ARKS.

Here are three other Stories much of the fame Stamp, as relating altoge-
ther to the Punifhment of perfons accufed of . Reviling and Periecuting Non-
conformiff Miniffers. The firlt tells us of a Man dying f{uddenly, only for
Threatning a Minifter with the Law, if he did not Conform; And in. the
fecond, another perfonhappening to fall very ill, and being feiz'd with Tor-
turing pains { perhaps the Collick ) and dying foon after, his Death muft be
attributed to his having been a Reviler and Perfecutor of Nou conforming
AMinifters and Pecple. Strange and vain Suppofitions!/ For a Sett of People
to make themfelves thus, as it were, the moft intimate and familiar Fa-
vourites of God Almighty, as to engage him upon the leaft Occafion in their
Quarrel, which, as it feems, can’t be reveng’d with lefs than the Death of
the pretended Offenders.  If you are not fully fatisfy’d with the Truth of
it, they give you another Inftance of it in the Third, Nemb. 13. Here a cer-
tain Perfon Rejoycing only at the Departure of fairbful Miniffer ( his Ene-
my) and telling his Friends, that he would be merry that Day when he lefc
the Place, had the Misfortune the fame day to have his Leg broken by a
Cart-Wieel running over it; 1 can’t for my Life fee what Coherency there
is betwixt an Accident of this Nature, and the being an Enemy of a Non-
conformiff Miniffer, and confequently being glad at his Departure; unlefs
they will infift upon the Circumftances of the Time, it happening the fame
day : But fince by the Natural Courfe of things, our perfons are at all times
expofed to a thoufand Cafualties, why might not fuch an Accident befall z
Perfon as well on thar, as on another day, without having rcourfe to the
fad baxd of Providence; which, as itis moft certainly hid from Humane
Eyes, fo I can’t but once more admire at the Forwardne(s of the Compilers
of thefe Relations, for having recourfe to it upon all Occafions; to ferve
their own Turn, without the leaftRegard to thole of another Perfwafion. The
Death of the Ilaft mentioned Perfon, as it proceeded from the Gangrening
of the affeéted Pare, fo it may perhaps be actributed to the Negleét or Unskil-
fulne(s of his Comntry Surgeon; And tho’ I won’t deny but that God infliéts -
frequently his Temporal Punifbments upon the Wicked by Natural Means ; yet
I can’tagree with them in the Application, as it every one was at L:bcitu‘..:j ;:
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Judge of the Effeéts of fuch Cafualties, depending on Natural Canufes; as ime
mec%iatﬁ Effeéts of God's Anger, according as it (uits beft with his Opinion ar
Frereff, i ' '

XIV.
A [ad Fudgment of God npen two falfe Witnefles againft a Godly Non conforms
: - ing Minifter,

Much about the fame time, one Mr. Jnce a godly faithful Minilter at Dun-
bead in the County of PPilrs, was by the falfe Qaths of two malicious Per-
fons in the Parifh ( inftigated by another, whom we fhall have a fad oceca-
fion to mention hereafter ) bound over to appear at the Affizes ; but before
the time came, one of thele Witneffes was {trucken with a {ore Sicknefls, at
which time he was very much troubled in his Spirit for his wicked purpofes,
and defign to teftifie falfly againft that good Man, he expreffed hearty Re-
pentance for it, and immediately dies.

The o:her whofe name was Thornes, being defperately harden’d in Sin,
notwithftanding the Signal Judgment of God upon his fellow Perlecutor, ap-
pears at the Aﬁ%zes ; and [wears moft fallly and malicioully againit Mr, Ince,
upon which he was caft, and according to cur beft Information, was Fined
about forty or fifty Pounds; immediately after which, as this miferable for-
{worn Wretch was returning home from the Affizes, there arofe a Pimple in
his Cheek, which foon after turn’d into a Cancer, and by degrees did eat
further and further into his Cheek, till at laft, after he had endured many ve-
ry fharp and tormenting Pains, it killed him. This is a thing publickly
known, and the truch of it not at all queftioned by any in thofe parts.

REMARKS.

This Account would queftionle(s bear the greateft Weight of any I have
feen as yet in this Treatife, were the Jtter of Faéf prov'd duly inall its
Circumf{tances ; Perjury, which defrauds a Man of his Reparation, Livelihood,
Effate, and fomerinmes of his Life, is a Crime fo Abominable, Enth in_the
Eyesof God and Men, that it isno Wonder if God fixes peculiar Marks of
his #7ath on thidfe that are guiley of it, as the Law of Mes makes them the
publick Scarndal and Reproach of Mankind and Civil Sociery, without any re-
gard to the Qualificarsons of the Per{ons unto whom the J##ry is done : -But
fince in molt of their Relarions, they, endeavour ro engage God Almighty
and his Judgments in behalf of Nou-conforming Minifters and their Party,
they ought to have been more Clear and Perfpicnons in the Particuiars of
thefe Accounts, it being an undoubted Rule in Law, that o body can be
both a Party and Judge; and all the Proofs a Man can alledge in his own be-
half, depends barely from the Probability of the Circumf{tances, at:efted by
others. - Had the Compilers of this Treatife made due Refiections upon that
Maxim, they would not fo frequently have laid Perjury, Subornation of Per-

gury, and fuch like other Enormons Crimes, at the Dosr of thei:.Nfégf;-éaur_r,-
without giving fome Comwincing Proofs thereof to the Reader, belides their
own Afertions., For, fuppofing iome may be [o charitable as to believe their
Intentions as real and fincere as they e_}:pre?‘s them in their Preface, there will
be not wanting fuch as will look upon many of thefe Narratives as Inveétives
againit the Chwrch Party, and inlerted on purpofe to inveigle the Peppie into
a Beli¢f, that God having taken the Nos.cosforming Clergy in a peculiar man=
ner under lis Prote&ion, thele who oppofed them, were fure to meet wEth_

. 1s
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his Judgments; Thele are the Thoughts, I{ay, which will be harbour’d by
inany upon this Peint, and not altogether without fome probability, confi-
dering that thele Relations were publifh’d in 1662, at a Jun®ure when the
Epifeopal Clergy, after the Reffusration of K. Charles 1L began to Repoffefs
themfelves, of what had been taken from them during the Cizil Warsand
Tronbles, by Sequefirations or other Megal Means, TFo avoid the danger of
thole Shelves, the Compilers ought to have put all Objeé&ions relating to the
Truch of the Matcer in all its Circumiftances, beyond Contradif®ion, by in-
ferting the Names, ualifications, and Places of Abode of fuch Pérfons, as be-
ing Unbyals'd, and ot a Sownd Fudgment, had been Eye and 'Ear- witneiles of
the Maiter of Fall, For inftance, in the prefent Cafe, two Perions are
charged with Perjury, and a third with Swbornation. To clear this Point in
the Eyes of the Tudicions World; As to the firft per(on, it was ablolucely requi-
fite, thar his Name and Charaller fhould have been mentioned, as iikewiie
the whoie Cale with all irts Circumitances, faisiy ftated, and Arcteited by
Credible Perfons, wherein he was fuppefed ro have given his faife Evidence ;
{ince the Binding over of" the Now-conforming Minifter to appear at the Af-
fizes, was; queltionlels, grounded upon the Depofitions vt Both. The next
Branch relating ro this-pretended Falfe #itnefr, is his being trowbled in Spirit,
and expreffing bis Repentance upon his Death-bed:. To put this alfo beyond all
Contradiétion, they ought to have related the AMerbod or Means ufed, or
at other Circumftances happen’d, which occafion’d or produced this-
hange in his Mird 5 and as the Exprellions of his hearty Repentance of
fuch a Villany (if Sincere and without Compaifion) either were or might have
been made in the Prelence of certain Judicious Perfons, {o their Atteftation -
in the Matter would have been of the greateft Adoment, to convince the #orld -
of the Truth thereof. The Name of the fecond falfé Evidence is Inlerted,
tis true, with a very bad Charaéfer annex d to it ; which, however he de-
ferves, and a greardeal worle, had they in this as well as in the preceding -
Perfon, prov’d the Charge againft them, under the before-alledg’d Caurions
and Circumftances ; But the Now-conformift Minifter being Caft and Fined at
the Affizes upon his Qath, the Prefimption will be for the Evidence, of his=
having Sworn the Truth, till he be Conviéted of: Perjary by the Law, or at
leaft till the Crime laid to his Charge, be prov’d otherwiie by Undeniable Wit
neffes, and other Circumftances.  What is alledg’d here concerning a Pimple-
arifing in his Face at bis very Retwrn from the Affizes (which turn’d toa Can-
cer) ought to have been made evident, in reference to this peculfar Circum-
{tance, which inall probability might have been moft conveniently done by
a Certificate from the Perfon that had him under his Cure; For, the Cancer
being a very unaccountable Difeafe; which often-efcapes the Infight of very
Judicious Pra&itioners; fhould it have happen’d in this Cafe (as it frequent-
Iy does) that the Cascer lying conceal'd, or at leaft undifcovered before, did -
now break out in his Cheek , the whole Miracle would fall to thie Ground, .
and there would be no more in the whole Story, than that a certain/Perfon,
fufpe@ed by fome of having taken a falfe Qath, died not long after under-
the Tormenting pains of a Cancer.. They feem for their Juftification to ap-
peal to the general Vogue of thofe living thereabouts ; but this is too weak -
a- Foundation: Pillar whereupon ¢o raife our Judgment of the moft abftrufe

Abyfs of Divine Providence; and which. by: the daily Expe;ien:% .flgi tits_
ALy,
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Falfity, is long ago exploded by the. Kunowing #orld ; ‘Taking it for granted
that the Juentions. of the Compilers: of this Treatife be as fincere as tl}ey
would make them; yet I hope they won’c exempt themfelves from being
{ubje& to thofe Frailties, common to all Mankind, which is, Zo ée eafily
blinded in Masters relating to onr felves, either out of Self- Love, Intereft, or
fome other Paffion, which I am afraid ‘they are not altogether exempt ed
from, fince in this as well as (everal others of their Relations, they have fre-
quently receurle to the Publick and General Knowledge, without mentioning
any Perfons proper to atteft the Matter in queftion, under its due Circum-
ftances, and confequently the Narrative feldom comes up to what the Title
intimates, which is commonly Sad axd Dreadful Judgments of God, againft
the Perfecutors of Non-coxformifts Miniffers. 1 have perhaps dwelt too long
upon this Account, but the Suh}eé’t Macter being common to molt of the
Narratives, the Argument will {erve, in certain refpeéts, in Anfwer to the
Reft. . : :
XV.

An. Epifcopal Parfon who was allive in Indiéting a godly Non-conforming Mini-
fier, was murdered by a Diftratled Man of bis own Family,

At the Summer Affizes laft holden at Byry in Skffolk, on the 29th of Fuly,
1661, one Mr., Afbiurs Minifter of Norton, net far fiom Bury, did Indiét,
orcaule to be ‘Indicted, Mr. Taplor, a godly able Minijfter in Bury, upon the
Statute of the 15 of Q. Elizaberh, againit Conventicles, for meeting with
tome honelt People to pray and Worfhip God. The Indi®ment was found
by the Grand-Jury, and the fame day or the next day after, while the
Aflizes yer continued at Bury, the forementioned Mr. Afbbors, was going
home from a Gentlemans Houfe where he dined that day, through a Meadow,
not far from his own Houfe, where met him one Mr, #rd (who had been
Diltracted , and wasfent to the faid Mr. 4/F50rn for Cure (who it feems was
famous in the Country upon that accournt) and was now become very fober,
and carried himfeif very civilly and orderly, and was (uffered to go without
any keeper ) the faid #ard fell upon Mr. Abbors in the Meadow, and with
his own Fork which he then had in hishand, he chruft him through the Neck,
and got him down upon the Ground, and then with Mr. Afbborn’sown Knife,
which he pulled out of his Pocker, he Wounded him in {everal places and left
him dead ; Mr. #ard was immed iatey apprehended and Committed to B
Goal, and no quettion before this time, hath anwered the Law for the Mur-
der he committed. |

5 REMARKS.

ilere you meet with a higher Strain ; In the preceding Relation, two fup-
poled falfe Evidences againft a godly faithful AMiniffer, undergo the fad
Judgment of God; but in this an E ifcopal Parfon is kill'd by a Madman, for
having Indiéted only a godly and able Nox conforming Minijier, for keepinga -
Conventicle. * Blefled People ! who have thus far Infinuated themfelves (in
their own Opinion) into ‘the Favour of God Almighty, as that the leaft
thing done againft them, muft be punifhed by his Peculiar Judgments. I
don't fpeak this in the leaft to defend or encourage Perflecuting Frinciples in
Religion, and it were to be wifh’d that fome Church- Men a5 well as Di(len-
ters, had fhewn more Moderation in this Point, in their feveral Turns, when -

it was in their Power to hurt one another ; To rehear(e the Particulars
whereof,
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whereof, - as it is beyond our (cope, and would ferve only to widen, and not
to ftop the Breach, o I am willing to pafy by in filence.. However I can’t
on the other hand but-obferve, that it will feem very hard to the greateft
part of Mankind, thata Man over{way’d by a too forward Zeal only tor the
Religion he profefies, and taking a due Courfe of Law (1s then Eftablifh’d}
againit thofe, whom, queftionle(s, he judged its Enemies ; fhould I (ay, for
the {ake of [uch a miftiken Opinion, be expofed to the immediate Vengeance
of God ! Iam afraid thefe Gentlemen out of Partiality, intrude themlelves
too far into the Hidden Secrets ot Divine Providence. What makes me
fhrewdly fufpect the Matter, is, that as' they always give to their Nos con-
fﬁrtminrg Mixifiers the Epithets of godly, able, faithfsl, and fuch like, the
Epifcopal Clergy is generally Dignified by them with quite contrary Names ;
But what I admire meft of all, is, that amongthe many Relations inferted
of God s Judgments (which happen’d in'z little time) to fall upon the Perfe-
cutors of the Nou conforming Adiniffers, there fhould not be one, which has
the leaft Relation to the S«fferings of the Epifeopal Clergy, during all the
Time of the Civil Wars in thefe Kingdums, and the Punifhments infli¢ted
by God’s hands upon their Perfecutors. To fay they were not perfecuted, is
to deny things tranfaéted in the Face of all the World ; To fay that they
were all Ungodly Mex, and deferv'd not Ged Almighty’s peculiar Care (as
their Minifters did) is an- Allertion {o full of Prefumption; Vanity, and
Uncharitablenefs, and fo contrary to Truth, as not to 'deferve any farther

Reflection.
. XV W T ~
A Perfon killed, and others burt by Lightning, when they were engaged in &
Drunken Meeting, :

At Wanford in Suffolk, cn the 30th of T#ly 1661, one Mr. Abfolom, an In-
habitant there, provided a Barrel of extraordinary Strong-Beer for his Land-
lord, Sir. Jobn Roufe a Pariiament-man,-and fome other Company , viz.
Captain Lemon, Mr. Dougate, Mr. Terril, and others; they all mert at the
faid Mr, Abfaloms Houfe, about two of the clock in the afterncon , the day
beforementioned, they diunk very freely, being met together for that very
puipofe s and when they were in their Cups, they began torevile and rail -
agamft fome honeft . Chriltians, who lived not far from the place, and did
indeed in that humour, very (everely thyeaten all the Phanaticks; andas
one of the Company - hath confetled, they begun a very firange and unheard
of Fealth , it was o horrid that the Gentleman would not name what it was,
but cryed eur very bitterly againit ir, and Sir Fob# Rosufe, who began it
And as they were thus Blalpheming Ged , railing againft his People, and
abuling themfelves and the good Creatures of God, the Lord fent a great
Srorm feom the South-ealt, and. with it a very dreadful clap o Thunder,
which, was.a: Warning pieceto them ; jand within- a quarter of 'an hour.alter
anorher,-and with that a tesrible Flafh of Lightning, which camie down with
fo'ereat forcer upon the Noith lide «of the Houle, that brake tHorow the
Tyles and came into a Chamber which was cver the Room, where the Per-
fons beforementioned were Drinking and Revelling, it {nook in pieces the
PRedfkead there, and thenicame down.into the lower Room ‘where the Gen:
tlemen, were ;. it threw. one of them. upon.the Table, and wounded and
bruifed angther of them exgreamnly, that he “Es forced to keep his Bed a

- . _ ' great
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great while after ; it ftruck-a third of them dead, who was burnt as black as
2 Coal; and as the Jury affirmed, was the faddeft Corps that ever was beheld ;
all the reft fo afrighted and amazed, that they were for the prefent as dead
Men : After this it went out at the South-fide of the Houfe, and made as
areat a breach there as it did upon its entrance, on the other fide of it. This
is a Story (o publickly known to be true, that none in the Country hath the
Impudence to queftion it: Only we do_earneftly beg of the Lord that one
Evidence moreof the Truth of this Relation may be added to the reft, thag
the Gentlemen who are the Survivors of this Eminent {troak from Heaven,
may underftand and be fenfible of the meaning of it, and {peedily repent
and reform, left God referves them to be more fignal Examples hereafter of
his Wrath and Vengeance.
REMARKS.

1 think this is the fieft Relation, which in a peculiar manner, feems to
have refpect to that of Dilpofing of People to Judgment, to Repentance,
which in the Preface is aflerted to be the Defign of Publifhing this Treatife,
tho’ yeu may obferve by the by, that for fear of receding too far from their
former Method, they thought fit by a fide Wind, to bring the Fanaticks into
the Game. Suppofing the Matter of Fa& to be true in all its Circumftances,
efpecially in reference of what is alledged concerning the Blafpheming of God
(whereot the Compilers make themfelves the only Judges, withour infert-
ing the leaft Parciculars, the whole may ferve as a Warning to others, that
God fometimes makes ufe of Natural Means, to terrify and punifh Sinners,
in order to reduce them to a due Confideration of their Duty.

XVIIL
Several Perfons who were allive againft the coming of a godly eminent Minifier
at Leeds, died [uddenly. :

By Letters bearing date Fwly 22, 61, from very credible Perfons Inhabi-
tants of Leeds in York fhire, we are afluredly informed' that at the Seffions of
the Peace, holden there, a little before the date of the faid Letter, many ho-
neft [ober men, who would have brought in Mr. Edward Bowles of Tork to
be Minifter there, were indicted. Four Men did [wear a Riot againit them,
and within lefs than four days immediately following, three of them, bein
young, lufty, and healthful men, were fuddenly cut off by Death, the fourth
fay allo in afad manner, and it was expeéed alfo that he would die prefent-
ly; but whether he hath fince recovered or no, we have neot heard.

RE MARKS.

tlere is another Touch ugon the old Harp and of the fame Tune ; We
have had Inftances of {everal Sorts of Punifhments fall’n upon thofe, whe have:
born falfe Witnefs againft, who have Indied, nay who have but fpoke ir-
reverently of godly Non-conforming Minifters; but in this Account, no lefs
than four Perfons, all Yomng, Lufty and Healthful Men, are fuddenly cut off
by Death, for Oppofing the coming in of one godly Minifter. They tell us
they {wore a Riot againft fome Sober A%n, who would have brought in this
Non-conforming Minifter, without mentioning whether fallly or not 3 butin
all probability upon vea;y good Grounds: Fer, had it been otherwife, they
would not have been fparing in mentioning it. If then they fwore to the
Truth of Matter of Faét, what room pray is there for a Swppofition of an
Extraordinary Purifbment, Thefe Gentlemen would have done very wfllj to
ave
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have inferted the Nemes of thofe Irbabitants, that wyit the Latters, that fo
other People as well as they might have been Judges of the Truth of the

SLory.
: XVIIIL
A Young Man drowned when he was [wimmirg on the Lord's Day.

On the axth of Fw/y 1661, being the Lord’s Day, a young Man an Ap-
prentice in Holbonrn, negle&inglthe Work which the Lord hath enjoyned us
on that Day, went upon his Pleafure down to Redriff, and at two of the
Cleck in the Afternoon, when the People were going to the publick Aflem-
bly, he went to Swim in the River of Thames, where as it is conceived,
the Cramp took him, and before he c:;t}léd get any help, he was drowned.

' e b
An Epiftopal Parfon killed by a fall from his Horfe when he was drank.

About the Month of “Fune, or Fuly 1661, an Epifcopal Parfon living about
Brentwood in Effex, being in that Town on a Fair or Market-day, did there
drink to a great Excefs, infomuch, that as he came home at night, he fell
from his Horle, and by that Fall was killed and taken away in his Sin. This
is a thing notorious in thefe Parts, and no difpute among{t any of the Inha-
babitants there concerning the Truth of it

REMARKS.

Thele two Relations having nothing Extraordinary, we will make only
this fhort Obfervation upon them ; That, as the firft isan Accident, which
. too frequently happens on Swndays, when Apprentices and others that have
conftant Employments during the Week, {pend their Time in the Water
during the hot Seafon ; fo the fecond, being the Effe@ of Drunkennefs ina
Perfon, who in his Station ought to have given a much better Example te
others, ought to ferve asa Warning to the reft of the fame Faunilion, to de-
 ter them from fuch like Exeeffes. I can't however but take notice by the by,
that the better to clear themfelves of being reputed Partial, they might
have inlerted alfo fome Inftance or other of the Trefpalles of Diffenters ;
Gnce I imagine they would fcarce fhew {o much either of Vanity or Parti-
ality, as to aflert, that they have no Inftances of that Natare among them.

A young Man who was active in abnfing the Solemn League and Covenant, was
mitten immediately by the hand of the Lord.

According to our beft Information on the 23d of April, or the 29th of
May 1661, when the Peopleof Grastham in the County of Lincoln, were
affembled at the Bonfires, which were made in that Town, a young man was
very forward in abufing the Solemn League and Covenant, and did hang it up
upon a Sign Poft, or Gibbet proviced for that purpofe. It pleafed the Loid
immediately to ftrike him with a Senfe of what he had done, and as heis
worn away to nothing buc Skin and Bones : and whether he is now living or
no, we can give no certain account,

| REMARKS. ; %

To rail, or torevile, to perfecute ( as the Qﬂmpﬂers are pl:_:as d to term
it) a Now-cosformiff godly Mimjter, 10 Indiét him, to be'a Wiinels againit
him, nay even o take pofleffion of what belong'd to a Man before, are (as
they will have it) fuch deteftable Crimes, as muft infallitly be artended

with God’s immediate Judgment upon thofe that attempt any thing ,Ethu
D2 E EVLY
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never [o juftifiable 1n it felf) againft God’s pretended ‘Favourite Servants,
Hence it 15, that you fee their Eneinies, fome to éreak their Necks, fome to
be Drowned, fome to be flruck by Thunder dnd Lightning, and fome to be
taken off by other Fatal Accidents.” Thefe are the Miracles wrought (and that
in a lictle time) by the Saisrs upon Earth, or rather by the Eartbly Saints; A
rare Stratagem indeed, to deter Mankind from touching their Copy-Hold, at
a |unéture when the Face of Affairs being chaﬂged, the Epiftopal. Clergy be-
gan to make ufe of the Far Tailonis, and Reputundarizm, 1. €. To retaliate up-
on the Nou-conformift s theiv former Injuries, and to retake Pofieflion of what
had been raken from them before.” However hitherto thefe Gentlemen
thought fit'to keep themfelves within the Compals of the Perfons Benefices,
and the exercile of the Religions Funilions of the Non-conforming Minifters,
but in this Relation they mount higher ; The holy and pious Solemn League
and Covenant, which was the Foundation- Pillar on which they buile all thofe
Monfirens Projefts, which ‘cauled all the Miferies and Devaffations, during
the Civil Troubles in thele Kingdoms, can't be affronted by a young Lad,
without feeling the heavy and immediate EffeGts of Divine Fengeance !'1
can t forbear upon this Occafion, to be ( very Frank with thele Gentlemen,
and to teil them, that, if they expeéted a Relation of chis Nature to pafs
for Cuwrent (notwithftanding theix Proteffations) in all its Circumitances with
the fenfible Part of Mankind, they muft have alledg’d more Coseincing
Proofs, than what proceeds from their belt Informations; and, fince in' this,
as well as in fome other Accounts inferted in this Treatife, they have out-
done moft of the Popijb Legends, they will for Good” Manners fake, not ex-
claim with fo much Bitrernefs and Fiolence (as they ufed to do) againtt their
pretended Adirgcles,
: XX

Two Witnefles againff a odly Non-conforming NMinifter, the one killed the other.

About the middle ﬂf'gff ril 1661, one Mr, Revel Minifter of Twval in Corn-
wal, being much malig,m:éJ by fome malicious Neighbours for his Averfnefs
tothe Service Book, was by them Indicted at the Seilions for- fome Seditiosns
#ords, pretended to be {poken by him. Two perfons efpecially were de-
pended upon to make Cath againft him, and to prove the Indiément. But
before the time of the Seffions was come, there happen’d to be a Meeting of
fevergl People to make Merry (as they call ir) at or near the Town before-
mentioned ; Several of them continued togerher drinking and rioting all the
night ; amongft them were the two intended Witneffes, againit the faid
godly Minifter 5 and in difcourfe rogether about their Manhood, they began
ro quarrel, and the one challenged the other to wreftle with him, which
Was accegl_:ed, and the Challenger was thrown by the other, which did {e
provoke him, that arifing from the ground, he laid hold on a Rapier which
was in the hand of one of the by-ftanders, and therewith immedia tely kill-
ed his ff:liqw-_wuneﬁ, and forthwith fled for his Life, and according to our
ljgeﬁ énmrfmtmq, hath not fince been heard of, By which Providence the
{,‘-“’t er Piiffeputlun of Mr. Revel fell to the ground, and fo an innocent per-
lf'fl I'f"'ﬁ preferved by _this eminent hand of the Lord againft his malicivus
i’c!ﬂ IS Of the Truth hereof we have receiv’d clear and fufficient Te-
?;ﬁg?}" from perfons of Prudence, and unblemifh’d Reputarion in thofe

RE-
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[ E MAREKS.

Here is a repeated Inftance of che Misfortunes fall 'n upon two perfons, who
intended to profecute a:Non-conforming Minifter, for his Averfednefs to the
Service- Book. - Thele two perfonsare not accufed of any Defign of Perjury
againit a perfon, whe ftood Indiéted for Seditiores Words {poken by him, {o
I can’t lee how this Cale can be apply’d to what they infer rthence at the Jac-
ter end of this Relation, wiz, That by Providence and by the eminent hand of
theLord; an innocent Perfon was preferved : For, had he beenactually as innocenr
as they would make us believe, the-Witnefles intending to make Oath againft
him;mufthave been forfworn Wretches, which, if they could have been prov’d
o be; noqueltion thele Compilers would in this place as well (as they have
done in {everal others) ftretch’e the point to the utmoft, to clear thelnmocence of
a MNon ::arg'&rmfng Miniffer, cither by undeniable Matter of Faét, or at leait by
foue probable Circumitances, attefted by credible and unbyaf(s’d Perfons. Bue
this being not done, L'hop: cthey will pardon us, if we cant be {0 fully per-
{waded of his Innocency, as to imagine, that God's Providence had in a re-
culiar manner,a hand in his Deliverance ; but that the il{ Chance, and perhaps.
alfo God s Punifbwent, that befell thele two intended Witnefles before the
Tryal of the faid Teacher, muft be confidered as an Effe&t or Confequence,
of their Rioting and. Hard Drinking all night, which made them firft enter
upen that foolifh Difpute abont their Manhood, and afterwards raifed in one
of them a Spirit of Revenge, to fuch a pitch, as not te be latished without
the Marthering of the other. In the whole, 1 [ee nothing like a Miracie here,
{uch lile Difalters, occafioned by the irregular Living, and exceflive Falliops
of Men, are {o frequent, thatthey can’t in the lealk be reckon’d among Mi-
raculous Accidents; no more than the Deliverance of the Nou-cosformift AMi-
wiffer from his Frolvcution, fince we often fee the worft of Adifereants efcape
condign Punithment, by fome Accident or other, befaln thole, that weie
to be Witnefles againft them.
| XXIL
A Canonical and Conformable Parfon who bad smitered a falfe and lying Divina-

tion, was [mitten with a Cancerdns Diffemper in his Moutls and Throat, where-

by bis- Tongue Rotted in his Head, by which means he foon after died,

At Stradgwell, or Stradifbal, in the County of Suffols, one Mr. #illiam
Proftor, a Canonical Conformable Prielt, who was formerly Ejeéted thence
upon Articles of Scandal, as Drunkennefs, Suborning to Perjury , €.
fince the late Revolation, was reftored to the faid Place and Living of"
Stradifball again, where in his room, one Mr, William Folkes a very able god-
ly Minifter, had been long fettled by Sequeftration ; whefe abode and ftay
there was much defired by the Inhabitants, who, that they miglic enjoy the
Gofpel by his Miniftry, profer’d a. confiderable Maintenance to the faid Mr.
Proter, upon condition he would keep to his other Living ( whereof he was
then poflefs’d ) and not difplace the faid godly Minifter whom they {o de-
Gred. - But he totally rejected this fair Propofal, and did force himfelf up-
o0 the People without their Confent, pretending that he had a Revelation
for it, and that it was Revealed unto him that he fhould come into his -
Living of Stradifbal again, and fhould enjoy. it fo long as he had been e-
ected out of it, which was about 16 Years. Butin a fhort time after, a-

vout the Month of Adarch or Apiil 1661, it plealed the Lord to. fmite mi %
" VWLCIE 4
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witha Cancerous Diftemper in_his Month'and Throat, {o that his Tongue
‘which had utrered this Lymg Divinarion) Rotted 1n h15 Head, whereof he
died bafore half a Year was expired. The ccuth of this is attefted by moft of
the Inhabitants of the {aid Parith, who were both Eye and Ear-witnefles
of feveral Paffages in this Relation.
REMARKS. - -
We are now come to a downright E;jmrrel betwixt a Canonical and Con-'
formable Parfon, and a very able -and godly Non-conforming Miniller. And
which of thele two do you think, is likely to prove the beft Man? I could
have told you without looking far into the Relation, that it was the Laff 5
For, the Gentlemen who were the Compilers of this Treatife nave carefully
avoided to give us as much as one Inftince to the contrary. You myillp:t—
haps wonder, how the Canonical Miniffer came to have the worft on't, fince
it feems, he only challenged what had been his 16 Years before, and was
accordingly reftored to his Living. Hold, fays the INon conformilt Party, he
was Ejected for Scandal, Drunkennefs, and Suborning to Perjary; but this
ought to be proved by unqueftionable Evidences, {ince his Reltoration feems
ro intimate the Contiary, it being more than probable, that the Non-con-
forming Minifier and his Party, would not fail at that Jun&ure, to ailed%e
chefe chings in Oppofition to his R eftoration. But, reply they, he got the
Better of us (by a pretended Revelation) before the #erid, tho’ not before
God. - For the Lord did [mite bim with a Cancerozs Diffemper, whereof he died
in balf a Year. ltisa Riddle to me, how a Man of fuch a Charaéter, as he is
reprefented by them, in the beginning of this Relarion, fhould have {uch an
Influence upon the Pecple, as to make his pretended Prophecy pals cutrent
among them ; cerrainly they had 2 much better Opinion of him, and con-
fequently their Accufation refts upon as flippery Foundation, as the Confe-
quence rhey draw thence, of his being fmitren by the hand of God ; wha
convinces me the more in this Point, is, that the Cancer being (for the mofl
part) a lingring Diftemper, and appearing Protess-like, under var ious Shapes
befare it is truly difcover'd (uniefs by a very Judicious Phyfician or Chirur
geon) it is very probable, they might be mifled into an Error, that the
Cancer broke ont about the time mentioned in the Relation, whereas it hac
11in undifcovered for a confiderable time before, and confequently there i
nothing that refembles a Miracle in the Cafe. |
XXIIL. ot |
Some New Conformilfts taken away [(#ddenly by Death. |
Several Minifters, to the number of fix or {even, who lived not far fror
Chichefter, in the County of Suflex, renouncing their former Ordinatior
and entring into Epifcopal Orders ; and in other particulars al(o, fhewin
their fudden Zeal for Conformity, were in a very {hort time after taken s
way by Death, to the aftonifhment of the Inhabitants there, who toc
great notice of the hand of the Lord ill?vthat paflage of his Providence.
XXIV. | |
Five New-Conforming Jﬂ#?-Mi?ﬁfﬂH‘, who lived near rogether, were all ful
enly taken away by Death. |
> Allo in Dorfe!fbire, and not far from Dorchefter, five young men, ve
eager and hot Conformifts, who were newly fettled in Livings near each
ther, were {uddenly, and almoft altogether, raken away by ‘death : whi
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is very much obferved and fpoken of by the People in thole parts, where it
1is eafie for any one to receive Saria&fion about the truth of the Relation.

. - XV

A Minifter heretofore forward for Reformation, and fuddenly turn d Confora
- wift, was firack with Frenxy and Madnefs, and remains fill in the fame

Condition,

One My, Allen a2 Minifler, who had a Living near a Town call’d Godlimax
in Sarry, where he was very well accepted amongit the People, and feemed
to be very zealous for Reformation againft Superftitious Epilcopal Confor-
mity : but being overcome by fome Temptations, began to Conform; and

‘had no fooner done it, but his Confcience began to Ay in his face, and he
lay under very great trouble and anguifh of Soul, and grew exceeding me-
Jancholly, which ended in perfeét Diltraétion, and according to our beft In-
formation, he ccntmues raving mad to this day, and is become a burden to
himfelf, and a {ad Speétacle to all his Friends and Acquaintance; but we
hope an Example to all, to engage them to take heed of the leaft Violation
of Cenfcience, tho’ it be to preﬁ:n;g ‘E{frl;er Lite or Livelihood in this World.
While a Canonical Parfon was ﬂﬁﬂ?ﬁ bis Knces eating the Confecrared Bread, ths
Cround [unk snder bim, and ke fell in up 10 bis Middle,

By Letters bearing date the 3 of February 1661, we are certified by very
good hands, that not far from Dorcheffcr, a Conformable Parfon, was, ac—
cording to the Canon, Celebrating the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, and
while he himfelf was down upon his knees eating the Confecrated Bread,
the Ground funk under him, and he into the {fame down to his middle, to
the Aftonifhmens of thofe three or four Communicants who joyn'd with
him ac that time. Thisis much talk’d of, and fmil'd at by many, becaufe
it was his Wives Grave, which he %&L‘E&h}? fomewhat too heavy upon.

: o V - ;
A New- Conformifts Wife drowned her [elf in a Pool.

Much about the fume time, Mis. O4be the Minifter’s Wife of Clifroz, in the
County of Dorfer, who is a New. Conrformift, leaped into a Pool, and
drowned her felf: The truth whereof is cor:firmed by Letters from Per{oms-

“of unqueftionable Reputation, who are of the Neighbourhood..
. REMARKS. -

Thefe feveral preceding Narrarives or Stories, relating to divers Minifters-
who Conform’d to the Church of England, being a Centinuation of the for-
mer Colleftion of Matters of the {ame Nature, appear to be undeniable In-
ftances of what I had occafion so hint at before in divers paflages of our &e-
marks, viz, That unlefs they fhew’d more Impartiality in reference to the
Church of England, in their Relation, they would (notwithftanding all their
Solemn rmj%n.-:inm) not efcape the Fuf Cenfure of the unbyals’d Reader..
They are fo far from purfuing this Method in thefe as well as in moit of -the:
enfuing Accounts concerning the Fudgments of God, &c. that on the contrary,
they now make the Returning of a Man to the fame Church, in- which he was -
happily Educated, and from which he had been perhaps mifled by Weakne[s
or the Infianations of a Beguiling Generation's o the Conforming of a Perfon
upon better Juformation or Confiderations, a Crime, net to be expiated, with
any thing Iels, thanthe Pecwliar, Fifible, and dmmedine Effeits of God's Pen-

Zeoances -
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geance. They had hitherto kept-within certain bouinds of Modefty; by couc h-

Ing their Furios Zeal againtt the Chiwrch of England, under various Crumes, |
{iieh a5 Perjary, Subornations, ave laid to the Charge of its Mintters and Fio-%

fedors; but now Hnding the poyloned Bait greedily fwaliow’d by the G’:d@

and JTgnorant Mnltitnde, they judged it fealonable, to. take off the Mask,

and bare-faced to Affert, that the Conforming to the Natiomal Eftablifbed

Charch, isto. be plac'd in the fame Rank with the worft of Crimes..

T'o put this beyond all Contradiétion, we need but to look back into the
words of the Preface ( prefix’d co thefe laft Relations) wherein tlicy are fo_
far from Difguifing their Defign under the Vail of bringing others to Re-"
pentarce, and making this the main Aim (under molt Solemn Imprecation:)
of publifhing thefe Relations, that they launch out into moft bitter Exprel-
f1ons, and unaccountable Invectives againit {uch as after the Reffanration, did
Conform to the Charch of England,  They ftile them Renegadoes, who againf
all Principles-of Light, Confcience, and Ingensuit ¥, have received the Mark . of rhe
Beaft, at leaft in their rigin Hands, if not in their Forebeads alfo, and have moft
(bamefully - deferted their Colonrs, - They ftile the Rites and Ceremonies re-
ceiv’d and ufed in the Church of England, the moft Ridiculons, Exploded, and
Qbfalete, Superfitisms Fopperies, they compare thofe that Conform to it (after
rhe Reffanration) to Fadas and Fulian the Apoftate; and ailert boldly and po-
fitively, Thatthe Lord hath made fcveral qj‘P them (upon thas _acconnt) very pub-
blick and eminent Examples f?f bis fore Difpleafure, and hath [et them up as fo ma-
ny Sea-Marks, that the reff of their Brethren, with all others, wight /é.-: and fear,
and avoid the Rock upon which thefe Men were [plit, and (o bave made (bipwrack of
Faithand of a good Confcience,It is almoft (urprizing, how a Sett of People that
precend {o much to Charity and Peaceable Difpofitions, fhould have the Face,
ro 4ét [o far contrary to it, as to give molt Reviling Names ta the National ,
Effablifled Church, under the fame Government whereof, they enjoy the
Proteétion both in their Perfons and Eftates 5 and that for no other realon,
but becaule they differ in fome Exgernal and Ceremonial Parts, fince it is
agreed among them, that their Difference is not in any Eflential Points of
Rehgion. 1 would ask thefe Gentlemen, whether this {avours not mcre of
a Furious Zeal, and perhaps alfo of Self-Intereft, than of 2 Real and Sin-

“cere Intention of Converting others? And whether it is offible, that to
charge the Conforming Clergy with baving made Shipwrack of Faith and Con-
fcience in Matters indifferent in themfelves, is the way to reduce them to
the Non- conformifts Party ? If they will Refleé without Prejudice upon the
Matter, ‘they will be Convinc’'d, they have taken a wrong Courfe, fince it

-is not Railing and Inveétive Expreffions, but Strength of Argument, ac-
company’d with a mild and well-temper’d Difpoficion, thatis likely to con-
‘vince Mens Opinions, in their Erroneous Praétices; How: far, or whether
at all, the Conforming Minifters after the Reffasration, weére guilty of any
Error as to that Point, is not my Bufinefs to determirne (that %’arf being to
be left'to every man’s own  Confeience ) but this I think I may boldly fay,
that {uppofing the Non-conformifts to be in the right, the Method taken by
the Compilers of ‘thefe Relations, appear to 2ll unbyafs’d Judges, adapted
rather to Impofe upon the Ignerant Multitude, ‘who being i fivenced rather
by Fear than the true DiQtates of Reafon, might confequently by fucli Dreqd-

ful Examples of God's Fudgment (as they reprefent thiem ) be'deterrd fiom
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deferting the Non-conformift Party, ata Conjunéure, when they fay undet
no fmall Temptations of returning into the Bofom of the Church, fiom
which they had either been Inveigled or Snatch’d away before, This being
the beit, and, as I may fay, the moft Charitable Conftruttion the Cafe will
adm“_ﬂf. we mult look upon thefe Relations like the Legends of the Romar
Catholicks, and that they thought fit to follow their Footfteps, in making
ufe of what they call Pios Frasdes, or Religions Cheats, to keep the People
in Awe, and that confequently the Government could not without Injuftice
be blam’d (as they {eem to do both at the Beginning and Conclufion of tlis
Treatile) for keeping a watchful Eye over the Prefi, to prevent its being
ufher'd into the World. This will appear more evident, if we calt but an
Eye upon the Relations themfelves. In the firft they tell you of 6 or 7 Mi-
nifters near Chicheffer, who renounced their former Ordination, and entred into
Epifeopal Orders, and were in a very fhort time [natch'd away by Death. In
the fecond, they tell you the fxme Story of & young hot Conformifts, not far
from Dorchetter, fuddenly, and almoft altogether f#‘iﬁ? away by Death. No
queftion but they inferted thefe Accounts, with an Intent to back their Af-
fertion in the Preface, concerning the Froverb among the Bohemians Hulfites 5
That if a man were weary of his Life, he need but artempt fomething a-
gainft the Piccardines (for fo they call'd them) and he fhould not our-live a
Year: How far the Cafe of the Huffires might be compar'd or apply'd 10
theirs, I will not examine at prefent, but this [ may affirm without Frefum-
ption, that in cafe they would have the Judicious Reader to draw any folid
Confequence from thence in their behalf, they ought to have been much
more Circumftantial in their Relations, and prov’d the whole by better Evi-
dences than their own Affertion ; In the thircf) of thele Narrarions, they have,
I muft own, been more careful in this Point, by inferting the Name and
Place of Abode of a certain Miniffer, who after having been very Zealous
3%‘*“‘& Super|titions Epifeopal Conformity, begins to Conform, turns Meclan-
cholly, and at laft qute Diftradted. I wifh they had given us {ome certain
Circumftances (ateefted by the Friends of the faid Minifter) fhewing in what
manner the Trouble 4nd Aﬁgﬂ{ﬁ? ﬁfbf.r Eﬂ#f, a5 the Effeéts of his dg?#réfd F.‘{}}:q
(cience, did manifeft themielves, and by whar {teps or degrees it was raifed,
ficft to a Melancholly, and at laft, to a diftratted Condition. Thele things fair-
ly reprefented, would have put the whole into a clear light ; whereas with-
out them, we can have only a confufed Notion of a thing, which inftead of
God's Peculiar Fudgment, as they would haveit, may upon due Examination
prove no more than the Natural Confequence of a . Melancholly Difpofition,
which being heightned, and the Humour put into a Fermient by the Jafinua-
tions of others, that reprefented his pretended Defertion in the worlt Shape,
might occafion a Toral Diffralion in -his Spirits,  The 4th and 5th, as they
are almoft Ridiewlows in themfelves, {o they muft only fesve as _Iﬂﬁﬁﬂfw,
how ready they are to Embrace any thing that may ferve thelt 'I“uwnH -
which is to Expole the Ceremonies of the Chu ch of England, Fot 1 x:.uu.d
fain know what Miracle there is in a Man’s falling (whilit upon his Knees)
up to the Middle into a Grave not very well coverd; or in aMan’s Wife
drowning her felf in a Uond, but that the leaft, nay even the moft common
Accidents, befalling a Canonical or a New conformift Miuifter, muft be fet up
25 a Sea- Mark of God's Revenge againfl them ! —
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XXVIIIL
A Minifter, heretofore forward for Reformation, while be was Adminiftring the

Sacrament according to the Canon, was [truck Dumb, and a Gentleman who

was chiefly Inflrumental to perfwade bim to it, [fruck with Madrefs.

About the beginning of Aarcls 1661, one Mr. Johafon a Minifter, who
came out of freland, and was placed at a Town called Lanckes, or Lancras,
near Biddiford in the County of Dewvon, was much importuned by the Pa-
rifhioners, and more efpecially by one Mr, Harchins (who did urge him with
gieater Violence than all the reft) to Adminifter the Sacrament in a promil-
ctious way, and according to the Caron, He for a while refifted their Im-
portunity, and being a man very much for Reformation, and unwilling to
ro gratify them in their demands, etpecially upon the terms which the Pa-
rifhioners with fo much violence intiited on. But at length he was per-
fwaded to do it, and rtold them, that if they would buy Bread and Wine,
he would adminifter it to them ; which accordingly was perform’d on their
part. . And when the day came, he proeeded to the Celebration of the Or-
dinance; and while he was engaged in the work, or immediately after, he
was fmitren Dumb in the place, and {0 continues to this day: He only
makes a noife with his Tongue, and feems to be defirous to {peak, but can-
not. The other Perfon, ziz. Mr. Hurchins, who was fo zealous in the bufi-
nefs, was alfo at the {ame time bereft of his Senfes, and went forth Cur-
fing and Swearing, and remains outragioufly Mad to this day. Such as were
Efy&witneﬁes of this fad Dilpenfation, have given us aflurance of the truth
0

it.
XXIX.
<! New-conforming Minifter [Frangely tempted to vide ocver a poor Woman in the
Road, and [o to wonnd ber, that within a few days afrer (be died.

In the beginning of March 1661 , one Mr. Polewbheele, Minifter of Tuve-
ﬂ‘or%, in the County of Dewon, a very zealous Non-conformift, was charg’d
by fome violent and malicious Perfon, for fpeaking fome Treafonable of Se=
ditious words: To appeafe the Clamour that was hereby made againit him,
and to pacifie his Accufers, the next Lord’s Day after, he read the
Common-Prayer-Book, which, according to his expe&ation, provid an ef-
fectual Expedient to attain the end which he propofed to himfelf in doing of
it. But the following Week, this man, upon occafion, Riding fiom home,
over-took a poor Woman travelling on foot upon the Road ; when he came
up with her,he told her,he muff ride cver her: Ride over me Sir,faid the Woman)
What needs that ? The Way is broad enough for us both. That is all one(faid he)d will
vide over thee : and then fets fpurs to his Horfe and bare her down, and rode.
over her indeed ; and not only fo, bat gave her feveral Blows with his Staff,
whereby fhe was fo hurt and wounded, that within two days after the poor
Woman died. Whether the Law hath proceeded againft him the laft Af izes,
we have not as yet received any certain account: : '

REMARKAS.

Here you have two Stories much of the ame Stamp with the former,
#2. to {hew that nothing but immediate Punifhment of God, and that in
a moft peculiar manner, can attend thofe, who from being Nox- Conformifts,
dare venture to be reconciled to the Ceremonies of the E ablifh’d Church ;
{uppofing we fhould agree with them in certain Refpe&s, in what - they af-

fert
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“fert in their Preface 3 That as Chriff is Piorwm Rupes, i. e. A rockof Refuge
10 his People, o he is Reorsm Scopulus, A rock of Revenge to Perfecators ro fplir
them in Pieces, T hope they will not have fo much Prelumption, as to make
the Application for themfelves, butleave the Determination of the fame to
unbyafs'd Judges, unleis they could prove beyond all Contradiétion, that
they were the only true People of God, and the Conformiffs the direful Objeéts
of God’s immediate Vengeance. To prove this, they will find a very diffi-
cult Task, and I am fure the Method they have taken in thefe Treatiies,
will evince nothing like it; For, if they will needs infift upon the various
Diflalters and Accidents of Humane Life, befaln thole of the Chuych Parey,
and Interpret them (tho’ with what Authority I can’t fee) as peculiar Judg-
ments of God s if, I {ay, they will reprefent thofe infallible Aarks of God'’s
Difpleaiure againft certain People or Faétion, I muft ask them, Whether
they can have Vanity enough to imagine that the Non-conformift Party has
been exempted from fuch like Fatalities? Had they not then but of late
Years fufficiently felt the heavy hand of God’s Judgments, when after an
Arbitrary Sway and Ufurpation of feveral Years, they at laft, chiefly by their
own Inteltine Fars, Divifions and Awnimofities, brought about the Reitaura-
tion of K. Charles 11. and the Charch of England ? As this Grand Revolution
was attended with the Overthow of their pretended Ecclefiaftical and Civil
Power (which thereby becamme precaricus to their Enemies) and the Ring-
Leaders of their Faftion paid for it with their Lizes (after a moft Ignomini-
ous manner) {071 can’c imagine with what face they could obtrude upon
the World, thefe Relations of God’s pretended Judgments upon the Coi-
farmifts, without making the leait mentiop of fuch as related to their own
Party. Since then according to their own Rules prefcribed here, they can'c
be the Lord’s People (becaule they have not been exempred from the Judg-
ments no more than others) they will I hope excufe us, if we don’t joyn
with them in their Applications. What they tell us of a Minilter who Con-
formed to the Church of England, being ttruck Dumb, wiil bear but liitle
Weight, afrer whar has been (zid, unlefs they had by undeniable Evidences
proved the Matter of Faé, in thar Circumitance elpecially, which relates to
his being Smitten Dumb in the Place while be was Celebraring the Ordinance 5
for fince by the feveral indireét Ways and Methods made ule of in many ef
the preceding Accounts, and fufficiently dilcoverd in our Remarks, tuey
have forfeited all their Reputation of being Impactial, How can they blame
the unbyal’d Reader, if he gives but litcle Credit to fuch like Relations,
except they find the fame to be attefted by Wiinefles of unquettionable Cre-
dit> The fame ought to be apply'd to Mr. Hutchin's Gafe; Had thefe Cm:n-
pilers confider’d how many Stories of this nature are printed and publifh’d,
which upon enquiry prove either forged, or at leaft falie in many Circum-
ftances, they would fcarce have prefum’d to impofe thus far upon the Cre-
dulity of the Judicious Readers, as to make them take their Word fl"or ir,
unlefs they had been pleafed to have inlerted the Names, Places of Abode,
and true Gharaéters of their pretended Eye-witnefles.  This will appear mote
evident from the following Acceunt ( Now. 30. ) which under the Circum-
{tances it is related, isfo ridiculcus and il}mr{hifeqr with Realon, that they
cught to have produced a whole Troop of Witneiles, arnd thofe alfo of un-

gueftionable Repuration, to make it go down Eﬁr‘ith the more Lh*.dr:rik;.nii;]%
2 ie
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Sort of People. How can it be conceiv'd, that a Man, who is reprefented
“even in the Relation it felf, ncither as Mad nor Drunk, fhould without the
leaft Provocation given him, ride over a poor Woman on . Foot in the High-
way, and after that wound her with his Staff to fuch degree, as that the died
in two days after. But what is more Surprizing than all the reft, is, thac af-
ter {o Barbarous and Notorious a Fa&, the Law fhould not proceed againtt
the Malefator ; they themfelves owning that they had not as yet received any
Account of that Point 3 But I think they ought tohave ﬁlfpglidfd at leaft the
Publication of this Relation, till they could have received fuch an Account,
which would have put the whole Matter in its true light in all its Circum-
ftances : which they having not thought fit to do, this Accoynt muft be put
among the reft of thofe feveral others, wherein they manifeitly berray their
too forward Zeal and Defign to brand the Church of England and its Mini-
fters, with Infamy, to deter their own Profelytes, from joyning with them

i Commaunion.

#

® XKX' b L "
A New-conformift upon difcontent from what be bad done againft bis Light and:
Confeience, hanged bimfelf with his Surfingle, st
At 2 Town call’d Kaiston, in the County of Dor/fet, not far from Sherbosrs,
one Mr. Palmer was Minifter, who through the Importunity of fome of his
Acquaintance and Relations, was prevailed with to read the Common-Pray-
er-Book ; but afterward was filled with much herror of Confcience for 1,
and {poke to a Friend to go to {ome godly People, and intreat them to Pray
for him ; and withal, fignified to him the Caufe of his Trouble : Bat his
terrors and temptations encreafing on him, and falling into the very depth
of delpondency and defpair, did either {peak or fend to his Friend to deiift,
and to fay nothing-of what he had told him ; and within 2 very fhort time
after, #sz. on the 7th of March 1661, did hang him/lelf in his Chamber with
his Conlecrated Girdle, vulgarly cali’d a Surfingle. This {ad Story is publick -
ty known throughout the Country, and hath afrighted and aftonifhed many.
of our late New-conformifts in thofe parts. But fome, to palliate the bu-
linefs, have given out that his Troubles did not arife from any fenfe he had
of the Evil of Conforming, but becaufe he had lately laid out a great deal
of Money upona Purchafe, which proved to have a very crack’d Ticle, and.
io was cheated of all his Money. . Whether this be true de faffo, yea or no,
is not worthy of a difpute, but that it fhould be affigned as a caufe of his
difcontent, and of what followed upon it, we can by no means allow, in
:'Eﬁard of the {ure and undoubted Evidence we have of the truth of the.
whole Relation abovementioned. However, it is agreed on all hands that
he was a New-Conformift, and upon difcontent, foon after he had pra&ifed
his Conformity, did hang himfelf with his Surfingle ; which certainly is fuf-
ticient to ftartle any one whofe Confcience is not feared with an bot Irom, that
hath offered violence to his Principles, and for filthy Lucre fake bath received
the Mark of the Beaff on bis Forebead, or in bis right band, And we hope that
this and {o many other pregnant Inttances of the like nature, will be efpe-
cially obferved gy all the Brethren in the Miniftry, who have hitherto kept a
good Confcience in that particular, asfo many gracious and feafonable Warn-
ings from the Lord; yea, as {o many certain Sea-marks to diret their
courfe, that they may (notwithftanding all their Temptation) be prefe;ved
: oM. |
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from {plitting not only their credit and reputation, but the peace and com--
fort of a good confcience upon that fatal Rock of Conformity.
XXXI. |
A zealous Non-Conformift, engaging to Adminifter the Sacrament againff his
Light, andbis former Pm&ff;f was taken aw&jj by Death before be a:gaah{ per-
form his Promife.
In the fame Month of AMarch 1661, one Mr. Knight, a Minifter in Suffes,
a zealous and fuff Non-Conformift, was by importunity, and for fear of
loofing his Place, prevailed with to make a promife that he would in a pro-
milcuous way, contrary to his former praétice, give the Sacrament to the
whole Parifh at Eafter following, When the day drew near, he was
much perplexed in his mind, and exprefled a great deal of trouble, that he
{hould fo far wrong his Confcience, as for fear o%a little outward,lofs, to doa
thing (0 valtly difagreeing to his prefent Light and former Praétice, he
languifhed and declined very much under the ienfe ot his guilt herein, and-
it plealed the Lord to remove him by a fealonable death,’ before he actually
difcharged his engagement, the thoughts whereof were [0 bitter and dread -
ful to him, to the laft Moment of his Life. :

XXXII.

A Prelatical Parfon threatning to trouble fome honeft men in bis Parifb for not
coming to Common- Prayer, was taken away by Death before be conld effeit it.
Much about the {ame time, one Mr. #ilcocks (a Contorming Epifcopal Par-

fon in Suffex) hearing that cnein his Parifh ( whofe Name on purpofe we -

omit) had (2id, he would not eat any of Wilevcks his Porridge ; his meaning
was, he would not hear any of his Common Prayers, did fharply reprove
him for ufing fuch rude and defaming words, of fo holy and perfect a Plat-
form as that was; and withal told him in a menacing way, that before he was

a month older, he would make him, and all the reft of the Phannatick Non-

Conformifts in the Parifh, come to Divine Service, or fuffer the fevereit

Penalties which the Law in that cafe had provided. But'it pl eafed the Lord

that before the time which he affigned for the execution of 'his threats was

expired, he was feis’ed by a defperate Sicknefs, which ina {hort time brought -

him to his Grave.
XXXIII.

A debauched Prelatical Parfon [lruck Dumb, while be: was Preaching, and onc
fide of bim [mitten with a dead Palfie, and fuddenly after died.

One Mr. Fobn Buckles, Parfon of Cbeffer, about five Miles from Durbam, a
man notorious in the Country for Swearing, Drunkennefs, with many {uch other
Prelatichl endowments, did upon the 13th of dpril 1662, Preach in the Ca-
thedral of Durbam, in the courle of one of the Prebends there. His Text
was, Prov.24. 16. For a juft man falleth feven times, and rifeth agains bus the
wicked (ball fall into mifchief. From which Scripture he took occafion to come
within the compafsof the Prophets #%, in calling Ewil good, and Good evil;
accordingly it came upon him : For, before he had fully iinifhed his Sermon,
the ufe of his tongue, and one fide of his body was taken away by a dead
Palfie (as was conceived ) he continued fo till the Tuelday following, and then
died. This is fo notorioully known at Dsurbam, that none in the City, nor-
yet in the Bifhops Palace, have the face to deny or queftion it 7

R E~
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REMARKS.

Thefe 4 preceding Relations are undeniable Inftances of what we faid at
the very Conclufion of our Iaft Remarks ; And in the firit, it appears fo bare-
fac'd (by their own words) that it is paft all Contradiétion, 4 New-Con-
formilt Minifter hangs bimfelf, as they fay, being firnck with a Remorfe of Con-
Jfeience, at having read the Common Prayer-Book againft 'élu Light and Confii -
ence 5 but according to the Relation of others, f%:rr baving Purchafed awvery
crackd Title, and being Cheased of a great deal of Money.  Notwithftanding
this Signal difference, which alters the whole State of the Cafe, they don’t
think ht to enrer into @ Difpute, whether this be true or not, de fafto, but it will
ftrain the Point to fuch a pitch, as to make his_Difcontent and his Hanging
him(elf the immediate Effects of his being a New. Conformif,- becaufe, for-
footh, he hang’d himfeif in his Swrfingle. Butif we infpe& more narrowly
the Matter, we fhall find that this Stretch was made on purpofe,  to take
thence a frefh Occafion of Reviling the Church of England and its Ceremonies,
and to deter all the Brethren in the Miniftry (as they exprefs themfelves) from

receiving the Mark of the Beaft, &c, and to look upon many other Inftances of
this like nature as workings fromthe Lovd, and as [o many Sea- Marks to be Fre-

ferved from [plitting the Peace and Comfurt of a good Confeience upon that fatal
Rock of Conformity! I could not forbear to repeat thefe words in our Re-

marks, they being, as T told you before, fo many Inftances of the true De-

fign of the Compilers of thefe Relations, which being before couch’d under

various other Pretences, they now thought fit to diftlofe 5 but upon a very

unfeafonable Account, fince, according to their own Confeilion, it remains

dubious, whether his Conformity or his Covereonfwefs, was the true Caufe of

this fatal Diffatter. The next fucceeding Relation feems to be inferted for

no other End, than to ferve as a Confirmation of what they had faid in the

Conclufion of the laft; the Circumflances under which it is reprefented, be-

ing, if not altogether Contradi@ory, at leaft fo Incongruous, as 1ot to ad-

mit of any due Coherency. They charge a certain Rwondarr  Now conformsft

Zeacher with a Defign of turning Conformiff in the Month of March (without

mentioning the date) But betwixt that time and Eaffer-day (when he was to

Adminifter the Sacrament according to the Rites ufed in the Church of Eng-

land) he dies, or is removed by the Lord by a feafonable death (as they are

pleas'd to exprefs themfelves) occafioned by a Languifhing and Declining of

his Health ; How far a Languifhing and Declining ftate of Health i {.‘ﬂﬂﬁﬂ'——

-ent with the fmall Interval of time betwixt March and Eaffer-day, 1 will
leave to the Judgment of the Thyficians, who, if they were confulted, would

-queftionlels, give it againft the Compilers of thefe Relations, it being much
more probable, that this Languifhment of his Body, having its beginning

fome confiderable time before March, was brought to its laft Period by

Eafter 5 for if otherwife, and that the Minifter here mentioned, had [rch bir-

ter and dreadful Thoughes of his Engagement or Defign, Why did he not re-

call it, and repent of what he judged againfthis Confeience® In the account

of Namb. 3 3. they proceed ftill further ; for whereas in the former a Man

dies becaule he engaged to Conform to the Chureh of Exgland ; here a Con-

Fnrn:ung Epifcopal Parfon undergoes the fame Fate, and pray for whar ? for

Reproving one of his Non-conforming Parifhioners, and Menacing others ;

But pray tell us here what indac’d him to it 2 One (whole. Name they wili
not
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not mention, aud they are much in the right of it) He wonld eat none of the-
Minijter's Porridges 1am confident no unEyaﬁ’d Perfon will deny, but that
the Minitter had all the reafon in the world to Reprove his Parifhioner for
fo undecent an Expreffion, which according to their own Confeffion, way
meant of the Common-Prayer ! If the Minifter was fomewhat too violent
in his Menaces, What can they alledge for themfelves, when in a Scoffing
Manner, they ftile the Form of Common Prayer, wholly and perfect Plaiform ?
The laft of the 4 next proceeding Relations, brings upon the Stage a Noro-
vions drunken aid [wearing Prelatical Parfon 5 Well, and what then 2 This
Parfon, as he was Preaching, was feis'd with 2 Hemiplenia or Dead-Palfie cn
one fide, as they call it, before he could quite finifhit; and having loft
the Ule of his Tongue, dies not long after. Where is the Miracle cf all
this 2 A man given to Drunkennefs ( taking the Relation for trve ) to be
feis’d wich fuch a Dittemper as is here mentioned, nothing being more fre-
quent than Accidents of this nature to debauch’d Perfons, efpecially thofe
of a far advanc’d Age ; But how will thefe Compilers elcape the Cenfure of
being Uncharicable and Defigning Perfons, when they ile Drankennefs and
Swearing, with other fuch like Vices, Prelatical Endowments 2 When itis
Notorious to all the World, That the Church of England has, and does fill
produce vaft Numbers of Men, Great and Eminent as well for their Lives,
as for their Learning ; and who confequently ought no more than the Churcl
herfelf, to be made Partakers of the Vicious Practices of fome of their Mem.-
bers and Brethren; But the leaft Pretence ferves thefe AMifereants, to render
the Chwrch and its Minifiers odious, in order to Bug-bear their Non- con-
forming Auditors into an ill Opinion of Both,
57 RXKIW
Two debanch'd Perfons rejoyced in the Death of Coll, Barkftead, and having gotten
@ Piece of bis Liver out of the Fire, carried it to an Alebonfe 5 and when they
were almo/t drunk 5 would needs car 2 piece of it, whieh they had broil’d on the-
Coals; and therenpon both foll defperately fick | and one of them died prefently,
Upon the 19th day of dpril 1662, the day on which Col.Barktead, Col.Okey,
and Mr.Corber fuffered at Tyburn; amongft the many Thoufands who went ro
fee that Execution, there were two men, Inhabitants in Hor(y- Dewn, who in
an elpecial manner are to be taken notice of. When they beheld Col, Bark-
Jfead( whom it feems they had a particular hatred againft) in the Cart, they
exprefs’d in a very Rude manner their Rejoycing, that now they fhould
fee him die. They got very near the fire wherein the Bowels were to
be burnt, and having a convenient opportunity, did cut off a piece of
Col. Barkffead’s Liver, and put it ap in-a Cloth ;" and when the Execution
was hnifhed, they carried.this piece of Liver home with them ; and in the
afternoon, themfelves, with fome other of their rude Companions, went to-
an Alehoufe ro make merry, becaufe, as they faid, Zhe Rogue Barkftead was-
hanged; and the picce of Liver which they brought home with them, was pro--
duced, to heighten-their mirth the more, At length, thefe two fellows dyink-
ing themfelves almoft drunk, began to be very extravagant, and refolved they-
would ear up this piece of Col, Barkflead’s Liver; and acordingly prepared-
it for the Coals, then laid it on and broyled it, and then did eat up agood:
part, if not all ofit: upon which, they both immediately fell defperately:
fick, and within a fgw houss one of them -died: and the other not like to~
conginues
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concinue long in the world. This Relation is fufficiently attefted by the
Neighbourhood, who will give fat%séf}'?%i?n to any that will enquire afterit.

A debanched Perfon rejoycing in the death of Sir Henty Vane, vomitted up

blood till be died.

A rude debauched Perfon, who lived at the Goat Tavern in Olaves South-
wark, did much rejoyce at the death of Sir Hewry Fane, who was executed
on Tower-Hill, Fure the 14th 1662, on which morning he was heard to fay
with much joy, That he would go fee the fleffed firoak given. It pleafed the
Lord, that not many days after , this man died vomiting up nothing but
blood. This is (ufficiently attefted by Perfons of good Reputation, who
were of his Neighbourhood.

REMARKSE.

They now proceed from the Clergy to the Laity 5 and whereas in the for-
mer it was a Capital Crime to aé& againft a Non-conformift Minilter, or to
acquit their Party and Conform to the Church of England, they now ftrain
the Point higher, and involve even thofe, who abule the Non-conforming
Laity (tho’ Traytors) only by words, and that even after their Death, in the
fame Fate with the reft; If that is not Imitating Popery, in Canonizing
Traytors after their Death, I know not what is ; Of this they give us two
-precended Inftances in Num. 35, and 37. I muft confefls that to Infult over
a Dying Mar, who is to [uffer the Law for his Crimes, favours but little of
Charsty or Generafity 5 but that fuch like Trefpafles thould for that Reafon
be coniider’d no lels than Capital Crimes, de[‘gﬁ.'ing God’s immediate Judg-
ment, is what I can’t conceive, fuch like Brutifb Aftions being commonly
the Effe of Drankennefs in the Common People, who being overcome by
the Strength of Liquors, let lofe the Reins of their Beaftly Inclinations, and
oftentimes meet with their due Reward, before they are able to recover
their true Senfes, as it happen’d in this Cale ; But that relating to Sir Henry
Vane Num, 36. appears far different from this : For {uppofing a Perfon to
{ay, He wonld [ee the blefled Stroak given to a Man who dies by the hands of
Juitice, can’t be arraign’d of any Crime, but by fuch who would make all
sthofe of their Party, who f{uffer’d for their Caufe (tho’ never fo juftly} pafs
for Martyrs and Saints that work Miracles after their Death. Suppofing this
Vomiting of Blood, fhould be no more than good Clarer, whereof, Men
of that Trade are apt to take to a great Excefs: But fuppofing it to have
been really Blood, where is the Miracle 2 Since by the Aeid Particles of the
Wine {when taken Immoderately and without Intermiflion) the Veinsof the
Sromach being corroded, occafions an Effufion of Blood into that part,
which being conjeal’d, is difcharged by Vomicing, and frequently proves the
immediate Caufe of a fwdden Deaih,
XXXVI. :
The Mayor of Cambridge (beretofore an eminent allive manfor the Parliament) did
againft his Confcience, take the new Qaths enjoyned by rhe late ALt for Regulating
q% Corporation; and within few days after dl)'.;'d ;
. About the latter end of July 1662, Commiflioners appeinted for Regulat-
ing of Corporations, did, in pur{uarce of the late Aét for that purpofe, come
tothe Town of-Cambridge, and calling the Magiftrates together, did pm&
pour
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pound the takmE of the Oaths Eni?yned by that A&; in the firft place to
ﬂldermap Frencn, who was the prefent Mayor, and heretofore one of the
noft a&ive men in the Parliaments Caufe in that part of Exgland. Aftera
few Arguments ufed by the Commiflioners to perfwade him ro give a good
example to the reft of his Brethern, by his ready compliance; he was pre-
vailed with againft his Principles and Confcience to ['atisﬁpe their importunity,
and took the Oaths enjoyned by that A& ; expeéting that now he fhould
be continued in his place, and {erve out his time as Mayor. Buthe had no
{ooner fworn, but prefently for fome reafon of State, the Commiffioners
‘turned him out, and made” him uncapable of being Mayor or Alderman
any longer in that Corporation. The fenfe of what he had done, and the
unexpected ufage he met with from the Commiffioners, fo wrought upon
him, and did bring him inte fo deep a Melancholly and difcontent, that with-
in a few days after he miferably ended his life.
: XXXVII,
The Archbifbop of Ireland thrown by his Horfe, as he was attending the Lord Lics-
tenant to Charch,

By Letters from very confiderable Perfons in Ireland, we are certified, that
on the firft Lord’s day the Lord Lieutenant went to Church afrer his arrival
at Dublin (which was about the 3d of Auguff 1662. ) his Lordfhip was atten-
ded in very %reat ftate by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal on horfe-back,
and among(t them- appeared as Magnificent as any, the Right Reverend
Arch-Bifhop of drimath, Dr. Brommell: but his Lordp’s Horfe, it feems being
better fed then taught, in abfolute Contempt of the holy Funétion, with a
very fcornful eye looked upon his Rider; and gave his Lordfhip a moft dan-
gerous fall in the Prefence of his Grace the Duke of Ormond, and his noble
Attendants, The Arch-Bifhop (a known Lover of clean Linnen) was forced
to return back and get his Lawn fleeves wafhed before he could pay his at-
tendance to the Lord Lieutenant; by which means the Solemnity of that
days Proceflion was moft unhappily interrupted. Scrange Obfervations were
made of this Fall of the Bifthep inhis Pontificalibus, by fome foolifh Phanna-
tick People, who look upon this as a more clear and emphatical Prog-
noftick of the downfall of the Hierarchy, than the fall of Arch-Bifhop Laxd s
Pituie in the former times. -

REMARKS.

Here you have two bold Stroaks, one of a Mayor of Camébridge, who con-
trary to his Confiience, as they fay, took the Garﬁ enjoyn’d by A& of Par-
liament ; This is a certain Sign that thefe Compilers were not then o much
refin’d in their Politicks, as their Brethren A /a wode are now adays, who
have found a way of Occafional Conformity to fave their Places, and alfo to
get into #ew ones ; it is well they did not live in thofe days, for it feems it
was then no lefs than a Capital Crime, whereas now it is confider’d as one of
the main Steps to Preferments. The other touch, as it is the moft Ridiculous
in it {elf'; o the Application is the moft malicious and frivolous that-can be
invented. Pray what cohercrncy is there betwixt a Clergyman in an Eminent
Station, and at a great Solemnity, being thrown by his Horfe, and the down-
fall of the Hierachy in a whole Kingdom * All what can be faid, is, that
People turn Phrenzical out of Envy, Malice and Spleen.

Thus much for Judgments, we now come to the Prodigies. o
I he
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Aot NXXVIL v "
form of the Tower and City of London 4l o7 Five, [feen in the Airs togetoer
%fﬁf;.b ;};eff};;—*m.r of Lions over the City, and a Field of Blood in tie Weft part
of- th ¥ 4 ¥ ol
. Iimn the 17th of April, 1661, being the Wednefday in Eafter weck,
a credible perfon living in Bowling- Alley near We[tminjler- Abbey , coming
with his daughter, aged abour feventeen years. from Kentifb town towards
Londoa, in the evening, near the Pinders of 1Wakefield, met with two other per-
fons rerurning from Losdon, whodelired him to loek behind him, which when
he had done, he faw in the Air the appearance of the Tower of Londen, and
prefently after the whole City it (¢lf; and while he beheld it with grezt afto-
+: fmient about the fpace of a quarter of anhour, there appeared very dread-
¢ul Flames of Fite between the houfes in_the Street, and fuddenly the City
feem to be all of a light fire 5 and on the Top of one of the Gares they con-
ceived they faw the appearance of a2 Dead man’s Head upon a Pole. Over
the City were the fhapes of {everal Lions, and about the Weft part of it ap-
peared a Field of Blood.  After they had beheld chis about half an hour, the
forefaid Perfon and his daughter, being much amazed ‘and terrified at thefe
{trange and dreadful Reprefentations, went forwards towards London, and at
their going away the Fire feemed to break forth brighter and brightes, This
Relation was received immediately from the perfons own mouth, by one
who is a Contributet o this Colletion:
REMARKS. 0
Among the Prodigies inferted in this Treatife, leads the Van an Apparition
of the Tower and City of London, all on Fire in the Air ; which upon due
Tonfideration will prove no more than what frequently happen’s in the Even-
ings after Sun-fet, when by the Intermixture of Clouds of different Colours
in a Serene Sky, there appear fuch various Figures, as may be difpofled
and reprefented according to the different Phanfies of the Beholders : And
¢hus I believeit to have happen’d in this Cafe, where two Perfons coming
from London, meeting two others going towards that City, might ealily give
them the fame Impreflion and Notion of certain Figures they had conceived
in the Clouds themfelves before: Had it been otherwife, what reafon can be
alledg’d, why not the fame Apparition thould have happen'd to other perfons
about the fame time 2 Since the circumijacent Fields of London, are {carce ever
deftitute of PaiTengers in the Evening? But fince nor a few among the fame
Faétion with the Compilers of thefe Relations, have fome Years after the
publifhing of them interpreted it, as a fure fore-runner or fore-warning of
the Dreadful Fire of London, which happen'd in 1666. I can’t but infert
here upon this occafion, certain particulars relating to a Confpiracy fet on
foot, for the Firing the faid City, and difcovered not long before that gene-
ral and fatal Fire broke forth in Sepr, 1666, which, that it may be done
with all imaginable Impartiality on our fide, and with as much Authority as
a Cafe of this nature will admitof, we will infert here the very words of
the London Gazette, Num. 48. from Thur(day April 26. to Monday April 30.
conmaining a brief Account of this Con{piracy, from the Tryals of divers
E}Ei‘fﬂﬂs concern’d therein: Thele are the very words of the Gazette.
. &t the Scllions in the Ok Barly, Fobun Ratbbone, an old Atmy Coll, #illi-
{ aem Sannders, Henry Tugker, Thomas Elint, Thomas Evans, Jobn Mles, William
| * -'mff"fﬁf-ﬂf,

i
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“ Fﬂ"ﬁcqr, and Fobn Cole, formerly Officers or Soldiers in the late Rebellton
were indiéted for Confpiring the’ Death of his A4yefly, and the Overthrow
¢ of the Government, having laid their Plor and Comtrivance for the Surprizal
‘ of the Tower, the Killing of his Grace the Lord General, Siv Fohn !fa:‘}:‘?ﬁ;:
“ Lieut. of his .Majefty’s Tower of London, and Sir Richard Brown, and-then
:mlhave't_:leclared for an equal Divifion of Lands, @ the better to effe@
g this hellith Defign, the City was to have been Fir'd, and the Porteallis to
y have been let down, to keep out all Affiftance; the Horfe guards to have .
; been furpriz'd in the Jzns whete they were quarter'd’; feveral Hoff/ers hav-
ing been gain'd for that purpofe: The Tower ‘was accordingly view'd, and

its Surprize ordered by Boats over the Adoar, and from thence to fcale the
¢ Wall. One Alexander, who is not yet taken, had likewile diftribused
¢ ums of Money to thele Confpirators. ~ And for the carrying ofi of the De-
¢ fign more effectually, they were toldof a Conncil of Great Ones, that fat
“ frequently in London, from whom iffued all Orders 3 which Corncil receiv-
¢ ed their Directions from another in Hofland, who fat with the Srates, and
€ that the third of September was pitch’d onfor the Acrempr, as being found
“by Lilly's Almanack, and a Scheme ereéted for that purpole, to be alucky
¢ Day, a Planet then Ruling, which Prognofficated the Downtall of Adonar-
‘ chy'; The Evidences againit the Perfons, was very full and clear, and they
¢ accordingly found guilty of High Treafon. ' :

Befides thofe before nam’d Perfons, who were executed, divers others
fed into Holland, vix. Fobn Defborroagh, Thomas Kelfey, Fobin White, Fobn
Grove, William Burton, William Scort, Sir Robert Honywood, Jun. Thomas Cole
“of Southampton, ----Spurway, Edward Rudden, Dr. Fdward Richardfon, Fohn
Philips, and Fobn Nichols of  Merioneth. fhire ; all which being by a Proclama-
tion, dated the 2 rth of pril 1666, recall’d on pain of Treafon by the 22th
of Faly following, did not think it to appear; I am credibly inform'd that
it was look’d upon as an undoubted Truthin thofe times, that not only feveral
if not all of them, that were fled inco Holland, were aboard the Datch Fleet,
Piloted ard Atlifted them in Barnisg our Ships at Chatham in 1667 ; and
that fome of the other Criminals fhould declare before their Execution, that
the City would be Infallibly Burnt. 1t this be true, I den’t wonder their
Faftion thould pretend to a Prophetict Spirit, under the Veil of Predigies,
Fudgments, and Apparitions, fmce it was 1o difficult Task for them, to un-
ravel their own Secrets, ‘

' ; | XXXIX.,
The form of three Prlpits, and Men in them with black Caps on their Heads ; and
Armed-men forcing them out, &c. feen in the A

In the fore-mentioned month of Seprember, {ome .perfon, of known dil-

cretion and credit in the Eaft part of Sxffex, {aw an Apparition of Clouds
{ome ‘white, &c. Which were

in the Air of various colours, fome biack,
carried in the Air with a fwift motion by a great wind. ~ After the pafflirz
away of the Clouds towards the Eaft, there appeared the likenefs of chree
Pulpits, each Pulpit havinga Canopy Or founding board with' Pinacles over
it 5 and in every of them, he faw the form of a Man with a black Cap nnjhzs
head : prefently after there appeared a great company of Armed men clofe
by them, and the Pulpic doors dew open, and the Armed men forced them

out of the Fulpits, and one of them fell %own as on the Earths they w%‘;‘
: 2 '
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by thefe Armed men dragged from the Pulpits, and (o all vanifhed, A while
after there appeared two Carts, having wheels, and an Hortfe in each Cart,
and at the r.’:ndpnF each of them wastied a Rope, made faft to two Men,
girded about the middle; and to the Spe&ators apprehenfions they were
drawn with their feet and toes, as if upon the ground, along the edge of a
Cloud ; and about that time it thundered and lightned, which made them
with fear to depart immediately, an;i{ L{;B{. they faw no more.
A Ball of Fire coming down a Chimney, did much Prejudice to the Houfe, and
to a Body that lay dead in ir. : :
About the 22d of 4pril 1661, at a Town call’d Street, near Lewes in Suffex,
there died one Mr, Dabble, a man while he lived, of a moit debauched con-
verfation, and a noted Enemy to Religion and -all the zealous Profeilors of
it. Not long after_he was dead, as his Widow and Children were ﬁmns
together in a low Parlour, there came down the Chimney (in a great an
dreadful ftorm of Thunder and Lightning) a Ball of Fire, to their great ter--
rour and affrightment : It burned the Wainfcot very much, and at laft made
its way through the Ceiling.into an upper Room, where the Corps was laid.
out, and did [ome injury to it; and going through feveral Rooms, and do-
ing much prejudice to the Houfe, it went out at the top of the Houfe. The
Gentlewoman and the whole Family were very much terrified at it, and upon
this occafion the Funeral was fuddenly folemnized, fome days {ooner than
otherwife was intended : And fome of the Neighbourhood do confidently re-
port, that the Coffin which was carried to be buried was very light, and there
was a great jealoufie that the Corps was carried away in that dreadful fform
beforementioned : Bur whether that be true or no, is very uncertain; and
therefore it is left to the Reader to make further enquiry after it. The fore-
going Relation is teftified by fome of Mr. Dubbles Family and near Rela tions,
and is a thing notorioufly known amongft the Neighbourhood in all thofe

parts of the Country.
REMARKS.

They begin now to play the fecond Part of the fame Tune s and for fear
the pretended Judgments of God fhould not be prevailgng enough to deter-
their Non- conforming Brethren, from going to Church, they call Prodigi-
ons .z?apm:;‘nm to their Aid 5 and what are thefe ; Here you have three Per.
fons (to be fure, Epiféopal ones by their Garb) and thrown or dragg’d out of
as many Pulpits with Pinacles on them (to diftinguifh them from the reft )
by Armed Men ; Credat Fudens Apella 5 who can be Fool enough to believe
fuch Ridiculous Stories 2~ And who can have the face to publifh them in
print, mpon the Credit of Perfons of Difcretion ? Perhaps they meant a Sett of
Cunning Fellows, who by Tuch like Stories and pretended Vifions, which
were the meer Produé of their own Phantaftical Brains, or of their own
dnvention, to Impofe upon the Vulgar an Apparition fore- boding the Down-
fall of the Charchof Englard. To back one Ridiculous Story with another,
th'EF bring in a Storm of Zhunder and Lightning, raifed on purpofe (if you
will believe them) to revenge the Quarrel of the Nan-:mgfarm{/i[? upon one
of their Enemies, tho’ after his Death. A Caufe muft needs be in a very
tottering Conditian, that wants to be propt up by fuch weak Arguments ;
What Prodgy js there in the Lighsning to firike into 2 Houfe, into a Chim-

ney,
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ney, and from thence from-one Room into another ; But the Cream of the
Jeit lies here, that rheCorps: was carry’d away in the Storm, tho’ the Coffin as-
it {eems, remain’d untouch'd ! Had they bezn fo much vers'd in Natsra/ Phi.
‘ofophy, as to have faid, that the Corps was burnt to A fhes by the Lightning
without the leaft Alteration made in the Coffis, they might in all prubabilit}:
have gain'd {fome Credit from the Judicious Reader ; there being undeniable
Inftances of that nature ; but fince that would have been the Effe& of 3
Natwral Canfe, they will rather play the Game of Acheronia Mevebo, they
will rather raife the Devil than loole a Prodigy to ferve a Turn !
XLXL
A Mag-pye difiurbing an Epifcopal Parfon while be was Preachin , and the Bifbo
alfo while be was Difmi/fing 6/;:; Congregation with the %Jfﬁng.' oot

About the month of September 1661, when the late Bifthop of Chefer,
Dr. Waltor, had conveened the Clergy of his Diocefs at Cheffer, to exprefs
their affections ro the King upon the A& of Benevolence, one Ranfom, Par.
fon of Zatnal, was appointed to preach; a perfon noted for his zeal ro Super-
ftiion and Will-worfhip ; and almoft halfhis Sermon-time a Mag-pye (ate
upon the founding-board over his head, and did often difturb the Perfon, and
caule much laughter in the Congregation by her chattering tone, which fhe -
frequently repeated during that time : And when the Sermon was finifhed, .
the Bithop being prefent (according to the mode) addrefled himfelf to dilmifs
the Congregation with the Blefling : which the Mag-pye perceiving, removed
prefently from the Pulpit, and fate direétly over the Bifhops Canopy, and,
as before, did interrupt the Bifhop  himfelf while he was officiating in the
' clofe of their devotion: Thisis a thing notorioufly known and attefted by.
- {everal difcreen perfons, and no Pé.emn'.fﬁr, Eye-witnefles. ..

XLXIL

| An Owl difturbing the Cathedral Mufick at Chefter,
~ About the eighth of December 1661, in the Cathedral at Chefter, there
- appeared an Owl, and a lictle before the Organs began to Play, fhe fet up -
her Note, and likewife all the while they play'd, fhe held a Part with them,
~ and fo continued for fome time after the Mufick "had done.  Thisis a thing
 {o publickly known in that City, therebeing {o many prelent who were wit-
nefles to it, that we fuppofe the Pergers themfelves will not have the face.

to deny it.
REMARKS. _
paritions, Armed-Men,

Hitherto they have dealt in nothing but Fier P:ip e
and Thunder, and Lightning, to Terrify the Giddy Multitudes but to dif.

cover their Spleen againft the National "Eftablift’'d Charch, they condefcend
to bring the Mag-pyes and Owls into their Affiftance! Can any thing be -
i ce a Mag-pye and

-more Ridiculous or favouring of Malice 2 Than to introdn
an Owl, asif they had taken a fingular Pett againft the Cathedral of Che-

fter; an undeniable Inftance that they are ready to lay hold of even the moft
frivolous and infignificant Things and Accidents, to Ridicule the Eftablith’d -
Church and its Ceremonies, as 1s apparent from feveral Scurvy Expreffions .

ufed in thefe Relations.
XLXIII. .
A Specrum iz the likenefs of o/d My, Blagrave, [een near Reading.

It is credibly reported by many honeft and defcreet perfons, Inhabitants of
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Reading in the Cmiﬁ_ty of Berks, That about Fannary 1aft, there appeared

-

{overal times a Spectram in the likenels of old M. 'Slagrave, who while he
lived dwelt in an Houfe of his own near Reading, and when he dyed gave it
o Myr. Daniel Blagrave, one of the Long Parliament, and alfo one that fare
aupon the Tryal of the late King, by realon whereof this anfq_:s forfeited to the
King, who hath beftowed it upon one who now lives init. The Spectrum,
as it 1s reported, hath fometimes met with fome of this Gentleman's fervants,
either in or about the Houfe, and hath warned them upona great penalty
to leave the Houle, that the Proprietor may enjoy it. That which makes
this ro be the more taken notice amongft the people there, is, That after old
Mr. Blagrave dyed, and M. Daniel Blagrave's elder Brother had by fome un-
juft practices obtain’d poffeffion of the faid Houfe, the fame Spelram then
appeared, and did warn our the prefent Inhabitants, faying to them feveral
times, thatthe Houfe belong’d not to them, but to the faid Dansel 5 upon
which the difference berwixt the two Brothers was fuddenly compofed, and
Danie! had quiet pofleflion of the Houfe according to that Scetlernent which
old Mr. Blagrave had made, until the time of the late Wars, and thqt Read-
ing was a Garrifon for the King ; at which rime the King beftow’d it upon
one that begp’d it: But he and his Servants were eften difquieted by the -
. fame Speftram, and were warned {peedily to depart, and relign'up the poffef-
" {ion againto Daniel Blagrave, who had a jult and legal right toit. And not
long atter the Garrilon of Readizg being reduced by the Pariiiment’s Forces
under the Command of the Earl of Effey, Dauiel Blagrave was repoflefs’d of
his Houle, and o enjoy'd it till it becaine now forfeited to his 2dajeffy, be- |
caufe of his Attainder by the late A& of Parliamient. All thefe feveral paf-
fages are attefted by many honeit and credible perfons, and we prefume, that
upon enquiry the whole Narrative will be found to be certainly true,

' _ XLXIV.

o A Batt diffurbing an Epif¢copal Prebend inthe time of bis Freaching,

Upeon the fecond of Febrmary 1661, Dr. Belk, one of the Prebends of
Canteroury, did in the morning preach in the Cathedral there; and whenhe °
was in the midft of his Sermon, a Flinder- moufe or Bat did come forth and
flew [everal times from one end of the place to the other, and when he was
earnett in {peaking the Bat ftruck at him, which the People took great notice
of, becaufe of the unufual Appearauce of that Creature at that time of the
day, and in the cold Winter Seaion, as allo becaufe of the great Affront of-
fer’d by her to the Dr. while he was officiating there. -

REMARKSE.

Here you have a notable Account, fhewing what Intereft the Nw.rnarfari

mifl. Party have, even with the Spirits, which, as it feems, are as. well as 7
ehe dir, Fire, and other Elements, attheir Devotion, whenever they ftand™ )
in need of their Afiftance, Inthe firft of thele two Relations, a certain |
Gentleman who had fate upon the Tryal of King Charles I (a Meritorious ]
Ferfonindeed, who having deferved well of the Devil, What wonder is it
if he had his Black Gward at Command ! ) Having upon that account very
defervedly forfeited his Eftate by an Attainder by A& of Parliament, had,
as you may eafily guels very little Hopes, of being repofiefs'd of the fame |
by the ordinary Courfe of Juftice ; What had the Nou-conformiff Party to do
n this difficult Cale to fhew their Gratitude to fo Noble a Benefactor to their

Cpufle
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Caule? . They produce ong of the Devil’s Imps or Miffergers, to warn oue
the Gentleman who was in Poflelfion of it, under a fevere Penalty s bur as
it feems without Succefls ; for fince the Spectrum had not Impudence eno h
to addsels him{elf to the Malter of the Houle, butonly to his Servants, fe
thought himfelf not oblig’d to take the Warning, and {0 the Devil loft his
Labour, as the Compilers have done in inferting fo ridiculous an Account,
+as well as in the next following (p. 45.) wherein they are not athamed to
ftoop fo low as to a. Flidder-Moufe | or Batt, one of the moft deipicable
3irdsupon Earth, to thew their Malice againit the Miniftry of the Charch of
ngland 5 but they have a&ted (o bare-fac'd in fome of their late Relations,
hat it is evident to all, thac let the Occafion be never (o mean, never {o fri-
solous, they are glad to embrace it, to Expofe (o the beft of their Power)
the Eftablithed Worthip.
XLXYV,

A dreadfie! Storm of Wind, decompanied with Thunder, Lightning, Hail and
Rain  togetber with the fad Effells of it in many parts of the Nation,

Upon the 18th of Febrmary 1661, being Tuefday very early in the Morn-
g, there began a very dreadful Storm of Wind (accompanied with Thun-
_der, Lightning, and Rain, which in many places was Salt as Brine) which

continued with a ftrange and unufual viclence till almoft night : the fad Ef-
fe&ts whereof throughout the Natiun are fo many, that a very grear Volume
15 not {ufficient to contain the Narrative of them. And indeed fome of ’em
are (o ftupendious and amazing, that the report of them, tho’ from never o
‘authentick Hands, will fcarce gain Credit amongft any but thofe that have
an affeétionate {enfe of the unlimited Power of the Almighty, knowing and

believing that there is nothing too hard for Him to do. .
. Some few of which wonderful Effects we {hall givea brief Account of, as
we have received them from perfons of moft unqueftionable Credit in feveral
Patts of the Nation. : |

In the City of London, and in Covent- garden, and other parts about London
and Wefiminfier, five or ix perfons were killed outright by the fall of Houfes
and Chimneys. :

From other parts likewife we have received certain Information » that dij-
vers perfons werekilied by the Effeéts of this Great Wind. i

At Chiltenbham in G!aa:;ﬁ:rﬁ:‘r;, a Maid was kill'd by the Fall of a Tree,
in or near the Charch-yard, :

An honeft Yeoman likewile of Secaldwell in Northamptonfhire, being upon
a-Ladder to fave his Hovel, was blown off, and fell upon a PluugE, died
outright, and never fpake a word more.

Al%a at Zewksbury in Gloucefterfhire, a Man was blown from an Houfe and
broken to pieces. : |

At Elsby likewife in the fame County, a Woman was killed by the fall of
Tiles or Bricks from an Houle. :

And not far from the {ame place, a Girl was kill'd by the fall of 3 Tree.

Near Northampton, a Man was kill'd b]y the fall of a great Barn.

Near Colcheffer, a young Man was kill'd by the fall of a2 Wind-mill..

Not far from Ipfwich in Suffolk, a Man was kill’d by the fall.of a Barn.

-And about two Miles from the faid Town of Ipfwich, a Man waskill'd by
the fall of a Tree, - B : | ' gt
¢

#
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At Langton, of near to it, in the County of Leicefter, one Mr. Roberts had
2 Wind-mill blown down, in which were three Men, and by the fall of it,
one of them was kill’d outright, a fecond had his Back broken, and the other
had his Arm or Leg ftruck off, and both of ’em (according to our beft In-
formation) are fince dead.

There are alfo many Effe@s of this Storm which are of another nature,
whereof we fhall give this following brief account.

Al(o at Red- Marly and Newin, not far from Tewksbury, their Churches are
‘extreamly broken and fhatter’d, if not a confiderable part of ‘em blown
down. The like was done to moft, if not all the Publick-Meeting places at
Gloucefter City: And it is reported that fome hundreds of pounds will not
{uffice to repair the damage done to the Cathedral at #orceffer, efpecially in
‘that part that is over the Quire. .

The like fate happen’d to many more of them, as Hereford, Leighton Beas-
defart in Bedfordfbire, and Eaton-Soken in the fame County, where they had
newly ereéted a very fair Crofs of Stone, which the Wind blew down ; and,
as fome of the Inhabitants did oblerve, that wasthe firft damage which that
Town fuftained by the Storm, tho’ afterwards in other relpeéts alfo they
were in the fame.Condition with their Neighbours., The Steeples alfo and
other parts of the Churches of Shenley, #Whaddon, and Woolffon in the County
of Bucks, have been very much rent and torn by the Wind. The Spire of
Fiﬁfﬁ;’#{mﬁ Steeple in the County of Effex, was blown down, and it brake
through the Body of the Church and {poil’d many of the Pews; fome hun-
dreds of Pounds will not repair that Lofs. But that which is moft remark-
able of this kind, is, the fall of that famous Spire, or Pinacle of the Tower-
Church in gpfwif:b; It was blown down upon the Body of the Chwreh, and
fell revers’d, the fharp end of the Shaft ftriking through the Leads on the
South-fide of the Charch, carried much of the Timber-work down before
it into the Allgo]uf’c behind the Pulpir, and rook off the edge of one fide of
the Sounding-board over the Pulpit. It fharter’d many Pews. The Weather-
.€ock, and the Iron upon which it ftood, broke off as it fell, but the narrow-
eft part of the Wood-work, upon which the Fane ftood, fell into the Ally,
broke guite through a Grave-ftone, and ran fhoring under two Coffins that
had been plac’d there one over another. That part of the Spire which was
pluck’d up was about three yards deep in the Earth, and it is believ'd fome
part of it is yet behind in the ground : fome hundreds of pounds will not
make good the detriment done to the Chzrch by the fall of this Pinacle.

Very great prejudice hath been done alfo to private Houfes, many of ’em

lown down, and others extreamly fhatter’d and torn; It is thought that
five thouland pounds will not make good the Repairs at Audly end Houfe
which belnngg to the Earl of S«ffo/é, A good part alfo of the Crewn. Offive
in the Zemple is blown down. The inftances of this kind are {o many and fo
obvious, that it woeuld needlefly take up too much time to give the Reader
an Account of the colleétion of them, only, therehath been fuch a won-
derful deftruétion of Barns, that (looking fo much like a Judgment from
the Lord, who the laft year took away our Corn, and this year our Barns

we can't but give a fhort account of fome part of that Intelligence whic
hath come to our handsof that nature. -

From
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From Tewkhsbury it is_certified, that an incredible number of Batns have
been blown down in the fmall Towns and Villa es thereabouts. At Twining,
at iealt eleven Barns are blown down. In Affrcharch Parifh feven or ejght.
At Lee, five. At Norton, a very great number, three whereof belonzed £
one man. The great Abby-Barn alfo at Tewksbery is blown down.

It is credibly reported, that within a very few miles circumference in
Worceflerfhire, about an hundred and forty Barnsare blown down. And at
Yelding Parfonage in the County of Bedford ( out of which was thruft by
oppretlion and violence the late Incumbent ) all the Barns, belonging o it
are down. The inftances alfo of this kind are innumerable, which we fhall
therefore forbear to make further, mention of :

We have alfo a large Account of the blowing down of a very great and
confiderable number of Fruit-trees, and other Trees in {everal parts ; we
fhall only pick out two or three aflages which are the moft remarkable.
In the Counties of Glouceffer, Here ord, and Worcefler, {everal perfons have
loft whole Orchards of Fruit-trees ; and (o in other paits of Ergland, pro-
portionably the like damage hath been fuftained in_this refpeét. And as
for other Trees, there hath been 4 i reat deftru@ion made of them in many
places by this Storm. Several were blown down_at Hampton-Cosrt. And
three thou{and brave Oaks at leaft, but in one principal part of the Forreft
of Dean, belonging to his Majefty. 'In a lictle Grove at Ipfwich, belonging
o the Loid of ereford ( which together with the Spire of the Steeple before-
mentioned, - were the moft conhiderable Ornaments of that Town ) are
blown down zt Jeaft ewo hundred goodly Trees, one of which was an Afh,
which had ten loads of Wood upon it: there are now few Trees left there, -

In Brampton- Bryan Park in'the County of Here ord, belonging to Sir Edward
Harly, one of the late Knights of the Bath, above thirteen hundred Trees
are blown down; and above fix hundred in Hopton Park not far from it : and
thus it 1s proportionably in moft places where this Storm was felt. And the
truth is, the damage which the People of this Nation have {uftaiped upon
all accounts by this Srorm is.tot ealily ro.be valued : fomie fober and difereet
People, who have endeavotired to compute the Lofs of the feveral Counties
one with another, by the deltruction of Houfes and Barns, the blowing away
of Hovels and Reeks of Corn, the falling of Trees, &c. do believe it can
come to little left than two Millions of Money. ’ T
There are yet behind many particulars of a diftiné nature from thole
which have been Ipoken of ; {ome whereofare very wonderful, and call for
a very ferious obfervation of them, . *,"" " ¢ y

In the City of Hereford, feveral perfons were ‘by the violence of the Wind
born up from the ground, one man (as it is -credibly reported) at leaft fix

Akds, =
d Inthe City of London and Weffminfter, ¢fpecially on: the Bridge and near
wialiiagford houfe, feveral perlons were blown down one on the top of anather. -

In Hertford(hire a man’ was taken up, carried a pole in length, and blown
ovef a veryhigh hedee; and the like in other plages. , e d)

Tlﬂe Water in the River ot Zhames, and other places, was ina very ﬁranﬁe_ 2
manner blown up into the Air: Yea, in.the new Pond ) Fame:’s Park the
Fifh, to the number of at leaft two hundred, were blown out, and lay by the
Bank-fide, whereof many were é}ic-witneiﬁs. gt
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At Epping inthe County of Effex, a very great Oak was blown down, which-
of it {Ealplf?w{zs railed again, and doch grow frmly at this day. .

At Tannton, a great Tree was blown down, the upper part whereof refted
upon a brick or Stone-wall, and after a litcle time, by the force of the Wind,
the lower part of the Tree was blown quite over the Wall TR,

The great Fane at Fhire-Hall was blown down ; and one of the four
which were upon the White-Tower,

The feveral Triumphant Arches in the City of London were much fhatter'd
and torn 5 that in Leaden bakl-fireer loft the Kings Arms, and many other
rare pieces that were affixed toir. That in Cheapfide, which reprelented the
Church, fuffer’d very much alfo by the fury of the Storm. And a great part
of that in Fleet-[Ffreet ( which reprefented Plenty ) was blown down; but,
blefled be God, none that we hear of were either kill’d or hurt by the fall ofit,

Lt is alfo credibly reported, that all, or fome of the Heads which were
{et upon Weffminfter-ball, were that day blown down, : Sy

There was a very dreadful Lightning which did at firft accomparny the
Storm; and by it, fome of his Majefty's Houfhold conccive that the Fire
which happen’d at #hite-hall that morning, was kindled ; as alfo that at Green-
wich, by which (as we are inform’d) {even or eight houfes were burnt down.

But before we clofe'up our Difcourfe upon this particular grear Work of
God, we fhall briefly give an account of a few fignal and eminent Preferva-
:iinns which the Lord did that day vouchfafed to fome who were in very great

anger. . : :

One Fobn Hall, an Inhabitant of Rance in the County of Northamptor,
being in his Chamber with three little Children, was fuddenly furpris’d with
fear that the Room would be blown down, and would therefore needs im-
mediately carry down all the three Children in his Arms at once : He was no
fooner down ftairs with them, but prefently ( as he fear’d ) the Room fell,
and i]i ;:in:,r one of his Children had been left behind, ithad undoubtedly

riifned.:

The Lord alfo wrought a wonderful deliverance for divers of the City
Minifters who were that day at the Morning Leéture at FobnZecheries Church
near Goldfmith-ball. It is ulual with the Minifters after the Sermon is ended
to go into the Veftry, and {pend a lictle time in Difcourfe together, while
the Congregation is departing the place, which they did that Morning alfo =
but there being a Fire in the Veftry, and the Wind {o extream high, it blew
the Smoak down into the Room, which was fo offenfive to them, that they
did prefently quit the Veftry, and went to the Minifter's Houfe, which they
had no fooner recovered, but a Stack of Chimneys belonging to Sir Famses
Drex his Houfe, adjoyning to the Veftry, fell down upon 1t, and broke
through it; and had not the Minifters, upon the fore- mentioned account, by
a fecret inftiné of Providence, been withdrawn, all or moft of themrhad.
been deftroyed, or at leaft very much hurt and maim’d by that Accident,. .

Mr. Blith the Arttorney’s Man (of whom we have given {ome account here-
after) was alfo that day wonderfully preferved from perifhing with his Ma-
fter : for by reafon of his ftay, either to make water, or upon fome other
occafion, while his Mafter did run by a Riding-houfe near Psckadilley (which
fell upon hima and kill’d him) he efcaped that danger, and was by a itrange
Providence preferv'd while his Mafter perifhed, o

€
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~ The Countefs of River’ alfo having an Houfe or Lodgings(as we are inform-
ed) about Covent-garden, being that Morning in Bed, was much importuned
by one of the Servants (who was exceedingly afiaid of the falling of a Stack
of Chimneys, which was over the Room where her Ladifhip lay) to rife im-
mediately, left fhe might be kill'd in her Bed 3 which accordingly fhe did,
and her deiﬂligmwas no fooner up and departed the Room, but the Chim-
neys fell, and brake down into the Chamber, and at the leaft two Tuns of
Bricks and Rubbifh were upon and about the Bed where the Countefs lay, by
which fhe had been certainly Smother’d, had not her Servant prevail d with
hm:ht_: remove fo feafonably, which was of the Lord, that fhe might ot
perifh.

Alloa Citizen of London, living at Bednal-Green, was by an eminent hand
of the Lord delivered that morning ; for, according to his wonted courfe,
he went into his Wafh-houfe adjoyning to his Kitchen to wafh his hands and
face, which he had no fooner done, and departed the place, but immediately
the Wafh-houfe fell flat to the ground ; and if the Loord had not at that very
moment ordered by his Providence that he fhould go forth, he had certainly
been deftroyed.

An honeft man’s fon and fervant in Northamtonfhire, were that morning
together in the Barn when it fell ; and the fervant was (lain, but the fon had
on Av his hat beaten off his head, and received no other hurt.

& eminent Citizen of London going that morning into Thomes-Street to
{peak with a Friend upon fome urgent occafions, as he returned, and in the
very fight of his Frieng , who waited on him to the door, a ftack of Chimmneys
fell down, and to the apprehenfion of his Friend, and all that were near,
he was covered with them : for, the Bricks and Rubbifh ingreat abundance,
fell round about him, and a_duft, that for fome fpace of time they could
not fee him, and did verily believe he had been buried in the heap: But 1t

leafed the Lord to prote@ him, that not fo much as one Brick did touch
im, tothe great aftonifhment of himfelf and all Spectators.

We have alfo very credible Information, that near Woobnrn in the County
of Bedford, two men were the fame morning threfhing together in a Barr,
which by the violence of the Wind wasina wonderful manner blown over
them, fo that by the fall of it neither of them fuftained the leaft hurt,

One thing more the Reader is defired to take notice of, That there was
nbne of this Storm in Torkfbire, and all the Northern parts of England ; and
fo likewile in Scorland: The Wind didindeed blow a littlemore than ordina-
ry, but it was not o high that they could call ita Storm 3 and fo they fuffer-
ed not thole Prejudices by it, which the people in other parts of the Nation
did undergo. Whar the Lord’s meaning in it is, furcher than to ftir them up
to thankfulnefs, Providence ma%_ in due time difcover.

REMARKS. . ‘

Since among other Prodigies inferted in this Treatife, the Compilers there-
of have thought fit to give us an Account of a2 moft Dreadful Storm of”
Wind ; We thought we could not do betrer, than to match or rather over-
match them, in giving them a moft particular and authentick Account of
the Stupendious Accidents thut hap en’d in the late wolt Terrible Storm a
few years ago, each of them being fo very Surprizing in the Event, as well

to defarve the Name of a frodigy. This Grear Storml which began 1703,
: G582 on
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on Friday night, Vov. 16.:0. S. being preceded by very Tempeftuous Wea-
ther for 14 days before, tbut efpecially on the 24th and z51h, firft exerted its
Fury about 10 at Night 5 and {o encreafing by degrees, firft till 12, and ‘af-
terwards till betwixt one and ewo a Clock, gave fuch dreadful Apprehen-
fions to the Generality of the People, that they durit not lie in Bed; tho
at the fame time there was no ftirring out the Doors, for fear of meeting
with a worfe Fate in the Streets, than that they dreaded from the Falling of
their Houles.  From 2 of the Clock the Violence of the Storm was {ftill en-
creafed, till 5. in the Morning, to fuch a degree as is almoft inexpreffible,
notwith{tanding which, from 5 a Clock till halfan hour after &, it blew
harder than ever before, and it was about that time the Greateft Damage
was done, efpecially in the Shipping, the Spring-tides being then up about
4 a Clock. = The darknefs of the Night, joyn’d to the Noile ¢f Thunder, and
the Dread of unufual Flafhes of Lightning (which, tho’ fcarce perceived in
London, yet were very apparent in the Country) was a dilmal Addition to
the Horror occafioned by the Violence of Wind, which had produced fich
difmal Effeéts, that then by 8 a Clock the next Morning, after its Grear Fu-
vy wasfomewhat abared, when the People beganto peep or to ftir out of their
Houles, they found the Streets almoft unpaflable, by reafon of the Bricks,
Zyles, and other Rubbith of the demolifh’d Houfes. It was an O pinion re-
ceived among divers difcerning People, that this Storm was atcended by an
Larthquake ; but fince, if any ﬁ;mﬁ thing had been, it mult have been fo
General, as to have been obferved by every body; this muft be only an Ef-
feét of that Terror wherewith many People were feis’d by the fhaking of
their Houfes, and the falling of the Chimney Stocks. It is further obferva-
"ble, that as this Great Storm was preceded by very Tempeftuous Weather, fo
it-was follow’d by divers other Tempeits, L}* Intervals, from Seturday, Sept.
27th, till #ednefday Dec. 2, about 4 of the Clock in the Afternocn. The
Wind was on Friday nighe, from the 26 to the 23th befwixt S. 8. W. §. W.
and N. W. The Wind having ftood near thofe points for a confiderable time
befores this had fill'd all the Harbours in England with a prodigious Number
of Shipping, thofe that were bound up the Channel being drove back by the
Violence of the Winds, and thofe come up from the Soxth and #eff hurried
into the next Port they could make 3 this occafioned confequently the great-
er Lofs among our Shipping, the chief particulars whereof, as well as of the
other moft Remarkable Accidents of this Unparalell'd Storm, is to be the

Subject of the following Pages. |
To begin with the City of London, it afforded a moft miferable Spe@acle,
the Streets being cover’d in I Teaps with Bricks, Tiles, and Slates in {uch vaft
Quantities, that the Tiles rife from 21 . p- 1000 to 6 L and all the Tiles for
40 Miles round, not being fufficient to repair the tenth part of what was loft,
the People were forc’d to make ufe of Boards to cover their Houfes. About
2000 Stacks of Chimineys were blown down by a modelt Computation, 21
Perfons killed, and above 20 forely wounded or maim'd. A Woman wes
kill'd near the Palace of St. Fames’s by the Fall of a Stack of Chimneys ; a
diltiller in Duke-fFreer and his Servant underwent the fame Fate, but the
Vite was taken outalive! Mr. Dyer a Plaifterer in Fetter-lane, was kill'd by
'fhl‘- Stack of a Chimney falling in upon the Houfe, and his Wife wounded ;
o Boys in Crofs-fireer, Hatton-Garden, had the fame Mistortune ; as alfo a
x ' Weman
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Woman in Fewen-fireet: kill'd in the Street, and two more by the F.
Houfe. One Mr. Simpfon a Scrivener in Threedmeedle- ﬁr”r,}’bi}ﬁ; '::11 Egd“
contrary to the Advice of his Servants, waskill’d by the Fall of the Chim-
neys ; ﬂ"f! a Carpenter. in Wé:rf Crofs- fireet, vefuling to hearken to hi: Wife
who defir'd him to rife, was kill’d in the Bed 5 Many hundreds of Rods of
Brick-Walls were laid level with the Ground in the adjacent Parts of Londoy
and among the publick Edifices, Her Majefty’s Palace of St, Fames's, and (e~
veral Chutches ; but elpecially St. Maiy Aldermary Church, that of St. Alhan's
Haodffreer, that of St, Mary-Overies, and of St. Aichael Crooked-lane fiifer-
-ed moft ; and fome hundreds of the largeft Trees in James’s Park Miorfield-
and divers other Places near London, were torn out of the drom’idj L
fome of them, tho' of an extraordinary Size, breken oft in the middle, As
it was‘the greateft Comfort in the world to the City, during the Viclence L&
the Wind there happen'd no Fire 5 fo after its Fury was over, it was a pecu-
liar Providence of God no Rain fell for a conliderable time, and confequent-
ly gave opportunity to the Inhabitants to prelerve their Furnirure, Move-
ablgs and Mel'chandages, by covering ‘em with Deal-boards, and other Mat-
terials ; without which the Damages that might have been fuffer'd by the.
Rains, would perhaps have furpa(s’d all che other Loffes.

The effects of thismoft Dreadful Storm “prov'd no lefs Remarkable in the
Country than in Loadon. At Stow-market in Suffolk, the fineft Spire in that
Country, being 100 Foot high from the Steeple, with a Gallery at the height.
of "40 Foot, all open, was blown down, and made feveral large Breaches in
the Roof of the Church: Ata place call’d Befle-Sleight in Bark-/kire, 4 Miles
S. W. of Oxon, one Mr, Jofeph Ralton, an Inhabitant there, faw on Friday
the 26th of Novem. in the Afternoon a Pillar or Spout moving dire&ly with
the Wind, in the fhape of the Trunk of an Elephant, but extending to a
great Length, and leaving a Mark behind, as it {wept the Ground. - It fnapt.
afunder the Trunk of a Jufty Oak, tumbled down a Barn, and knock’d
down a Man of the fame Parifh in the Field. The Great Storm happening.
that night, they found the next morning a very tall Elm ftanding, and only
2 little loofen’d at the Root, but the body of the Tree quite twilted round, -
In Gloucefter/bire and Someifetfbire the Flood, was by the force of the Wind,
blowing dire&tly into the Channel call’d the Seven Sea, railed 8 foot higher,
than ever was known in the Memory of Man, whereby at Haunt(pill (everal
Veflels were driven (o far upon the Land, that they will never be gotten off.
‘At Bewly in Gloncefterfbire, broke through the Sea Wall or Dike, made of
vaft Stones, and large pieces of Timber, 26 Sheets of Lead weighing each
350, were blown off the Church, hanging altogether at 10 yar s diftance

ihto the Church-yard ; and in a Village nam’d Kingscote 600 Trees, of a-
bout 8o foot high each, were torn up by the Roots within the compals of s
Acres. It is fufficiently known how the Bifhop of Bath and wells and his La-

of Wells, by the Fall of 2 Chimney Stacks. At

dy were kill’d in the City
Slimbridge near Severn, a fine Elm, fuppoled to have been the largeft in the
whole Country, was torn up by the Roots; its circumference whili% {tanding
with the Boughs, having been meafurd to above 200 Yards.

At Pafrjbrz in Gloncefer(bire, the Church which is very Famous for its’
Beauty, was exceedingly damnify’d, efpecially in its Curious moft antient
' ofs whereof is judged irrepairable, At Pincanton, one

Painted Glals, the Lols :
Edgeniii
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7eebill hearing his Houfe crack, was no fooner got out of the doors with
fiig[: amily, hu% the Roof of the ,Hmlﬁ': fell in. At D;n{ferhlt'f, not far from
Shipton, one Fobn Allen and his Son being out of doors in the midft of the
Tempeft, faw two bodies of Fire flying on the fide of the fa}d Hill, At
Broadway (alfo in Somerfetfhire) a Child of Hugh Betty was kill'd by the fall
of a Houfe, and his Wife forely wounded ; At Zllminfer in the fame County
Henry Drnffer, his Wife and 2 Children, being in the Houfe when it was
blown down, efcaped without any confiderable Damage. At LZemington Hu-
fting near Drachurch in Warwick /g:‘r:, 6 Sheets of Lead hanging together of
50 hundred weight, were carried from the Church thro’ the Air at 50 yards
diftance, where the End of one Sheet was twifted round the body of the
Tree ; and at Murfon in the fame County, a great Rack of Wheat was blown
off from its Studdles, and fet down without one Sheaf remov’d at_ 20 yards
diftance from the Place. At K}Hg‘ﬁ&# #pon Thames in the 'CG'LIT]'I.'}" of Jfﬂ'?ji,- a
Stack of Chimneys fell upon the Bed of Mrs. Copper 2 Widow, on which fhe
lay, but had juft quitted it a Moment before; The like fortunate Accident
befell a Son and Daughter of Mr. Robert Banford of the fame place. At #hits-
Table, a fmall Village at the mouth of the Eaf-Swale of the River Medway,
a Boat belonging to a Hoy was taken up from the Water into the Air, and
after continual turnings in its Motion. AR

At Breuchley in the Weftern parts of Kent, a ftately Steeple of 12 'Rods
high, was blown down, to the great Damage of the Church; and the Stee-
ple of Great Peckbam, not far diftant from the former, had the fame Fate :
A credible Perfon who travell’d about'a Month after this Storm through Kea,
computed 1107 Dwelling-houfes, Out-houfes and Barns blown down; and
of Trees a numberlefs Quantity: At Hallingford, one Robert Dowell and his
Wife, being both in Bed, the Chimney falling and breaking into the Houfe;
the Man had his Thigh broke by the Beam, but fhe efcaped without any
remarkable Hure. The Miller of Charlewood near Rigate, getting cut of his
Bed in the night, to turn the Mill co the Wind and fet it to work (as the
only means to preferve it) happen’d by a lucky Miftake to forget his Key ;
fo that being oblig'd to go bacle to his Dwelling-houfe to fetch it, he found
upon his return thence tﬁe Mill blown down, and thus prefervid hisLife. In
the Parith of Darking, one Charles Aann being in bed, with his Wife and 2
Children, he and one Child was kill'd by the fall of the Houfe, and the o-
ther and the Wife miraculoufly preferv’d. At #ormfley in Herefordfbire, a
Man and his Son were alfo kill’d by the fall of his Houfe.

In Helford a {mall Haven, not far from St. Keaverne in Cornwall, a Tinn-
fhip with only one Man and 2 Boys aboard her, being forced from her An-
chors, was driven out of the faid Harbour about 12 a Clock at night; and
tho’ without Anchor, Cable or Boat, by 8 a Clock the next morning run in
betwixt 2 Rocks in the fﬂe;fﬁﬂ:gbt, having made 8o Leagues in-lefsgl:han 8
Hours, The Men and Goods were preferv'd, but the Ship loft. In Adiford
Haven, a Ketch being droven on the Rocks without a Boat, the Men that
were In her, expetted every Moment to be drowned ; but a Boat broken lofe
from another Ship without any body in her, happening to be drove by ’em,
2 Men leap’d into her and fav'd their Lives, but the Boy was diowned. One
Nelms of Glouceficrfbire near Harlingbam, was carried away with his Wife,
4 Children and Hosfe and all, and were all drowned except one Girl, who

was
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1as P-ei‘ew*d by taking hold of a Bough. At Briffol, the overflowing of
the Severn, caufed above 100000 /. ziz. Damage in Merchandizes, without
mentioning the Gteat Lols of Corn, Cattle, @, in the adjacent Country,
In the New Foreff alone,'abour 4000 Trees were blown down. . A confider-
able Number of poor diftrefled Seamen were got upon the Goodwin Sand;
(when the Tide was out) near Deal, but fuch was the Barbarity of the In-
habitants, that inftead of endeavouring the Relief of thefe miferable
Wretches, they employ’d their Boat in looking after Plunder. At laft Mr.

Thomas Powell, a Slopleller by Trade, and then Mayor of ‘that Town, com-

mileracing che diftrefled Condition of thefe poor Creatures, defired the Cu-
ftome-houle Officers to fend their Boats, and Men for their Relief, and upon

their Refufal, feizes upon their Boats, and fome others belonging to the

Town. This done, he offers ro fome of the common People 4 s. per Head

for every man, whole Lives fhould be faved 5 by this Encouragement, {eve-

ral Boars being well Man’d, they had the good Fortune to bring afhoar a-

bove 200 Men, whole Lives muit have been certainly loft upon the Return

of the Tide; as 1t llap_pen’d to all the reft, that could not be carried off

with thele Boats. Application was made to the Agent for Sick and Wound-

ed for Relief of thole that were brought athoar ; but he excufing the Mat-

ter, the Mayor at his own Charge furnifh’d them with Meat, Drink, and

Lodging, and buried feveral that died the next day ; after which hegave

the reft Money and Pa(les to Gravefend.

The Damages [uffered in the River Thames is almoft paft Computation ;
For the Tide being up at that time, when the Storm blew with the greateft
Violence from the S. W. and W, there were but 4 Ships left between the up-
per part of Wapping and Ratcliff- Crofs, the reft to the Number of no lefs than-

oo being forc'd into the Bite or Bay, from Raecliff- Crofs to_Lymehonfe Hole ;.
Eu clofely {queezed together, and in (o various a Pofition forc’d within and
upon one another, as is rather to be imagin’d than defcribed,fo that fcarce one
of thefe Veflels efcaping without fome confiderable Damage received, I leave
it to the Judgment of the Reader, what Lofles have been fuftain'd only up-
on this account 3 tho’ by a peculiar Providence of God, and the goodnefs
of the River Thames, only 2 Ships among all the reft, viz, The Ruflel Gally
richly laden with Bale-goods for the Streights, and the Sarab Gally bound
for Leghorn, were funck, the frft near Lymr-.;qxﬁ, the fecond near Black~
wall, and all the Ships droven upon the Ouzy Shoar, below Tilbury- Fort
near Gravefend, got off (afe the following High-tides. Of the Swal Craft,
as the Sailors ftile it, above 500 Wherries, and about 300 Ship Boats were
loft, moft of them dafh’d to pieces again{’z one another, or on the Shoars and.
betwixt the Great Ships ; and about 100 Lighters and Barges had the fame
Fate ; The greatefl good Fortune was, that not above 22 Per{ons loft their
Lives in the River, upon this fad Occafion, and that the hight of the Tide
did not near fo much Damage, here in the Levels, Marfhy- Grounds, Cellars,
and Ware houfes, as the River Severne did ; the Damage {uftain’d at Briffel,
only in Sugar and Tobacco, being computed at above 100cen / and neax.
100, Perfons drowned in the adjacent Marfhes or the Ryver,

ik g~
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In the Harbour of Yarmouth, was a very greéat Fleet at that time of Loaden

Colliers, Ruffia Ships and' others, notwithftanding which, it happen'd that
thae; did nujfnfuﬂain the fame Da;nage,m Proportion, like what happen’d in
other Places ; becaufe the Storm proving neither altogether fo Violent, nor
fo long moré Northward ; thofe Ships who could not ride it out in Yarmonth

Road, went out to Sea to the Northward, where they found the Tempeit

i
'

not altogether {o Violent; and befides this, had the opportunity of Shelering *

under the High-Lands, they having the Benefic of the Weather Shoar. At
Grimiby, not one Veflel was left in the Harbour, but were all' blown out to
Sea, and a Great Number loft.  Plimosth Harbour felt the Difmal Effeéts of
this Storm with a Vengeance ; but the greateft Lofs there prov’d that of the
Light-houfe, call'd the Eddy-ffone at Plimouth ; all the Upper part whereof
from the Gallery was Llown down, and all the People in it perifh’d, and a-
mong the reft, Mr. #inffanly, the Contriver thereof, whole Lols was ex-
treamly lamented ; There was a Model of this Noble Struéture in Mr, #ia-
fanly’s Houfe at Littlebary in Effex, which happen’d to be blown down and
broken to pieces in the fame Teémpeftuous Night. - The firft Effeéts of the
Lofs of the Light- Hoxfe at Plimonth, fell upona Homeward bound Pirginia
Ship foon after, which being ignorant of its being deftroy’d by the Storm,
was {plit upon the fame Rock, where this Building flood, and” had moft of
her Men drowned. It would require a Treatife alone to defcribe the Da-
mages and Devaltations occafioned during this Storm in the Hartouf and
Town of Portfmonth, where there was then a great Fleet of Men of War,
Tranfport-1hips, and other Veflels ready to Sail to the Weftward - Many of
thele Ships being forc’'d out to Sea, and: never heard of more. At Cowes
happen'd the fame with the Merchant-Men ar Anchor there ; Many Ships
from the Downs were driven over to the Coaft of Holland, At Falmonth
11 Ships were Stranded on the Shoar ; and to be thert, Portfmonth, Plimonth,
Feymonth, and moft of the orher Sea-Port Towns on thofe Coafts, look'd as

if they had undergone the Fate of a moft furious Bombardment,

"Twould be endlefs to enter upon a further Account of the Loffes {uftain'd
both by Sea and Land, fcarce any place being exempted fiom feeling the
Effe&s of this General Calamity ; it will fuffice to fay upon this Head, that
this Storm prov’d the Total Deftrudion of 150 Sail of Ships, among which
were of her Majefty’s Navy, 4 third Rates, three of them loft on cthe Good-
win Sands, viz, The Northumberland and Reftanration, in both which were
near 650 Men.  The Sterling Caffle, only 70 Men faved out of 349, The
Refolution caft away near Pewfe , butall the Men faved ; 4 fourth Rates
viz. The Referve loft in Yarmonuth ﬁmds, had 237 Men drowned ; The -
7y , on board which was Rear Admiral Beawmont , loft on the Goodwin
Sands, 270 Men drownied, one Man faved by Swimming, befides the Captain

and. Purfer who were afhoar. The Vigo loft in Holland, but all hér Com- |

pany {aved, exccept 4. - The Newcaftle diove from Spithead, and loft on the
Coaft of Suffex,only 24 'Men faved out of 243 Men.  The Mortar and
Lortfmonth Bomb Veflels were loft, the fitft on the Coaft of Portland, the
fecond in the Buoy of the Nore; The Eagle and Advice Boar and the Can-
serbury Storefhips : befides which one of her Majefty’s Ships cali’d the
Tork was lot off of Harwich, 3 days before the Great Storm ; as for the

Lofs
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Liofs of hit'd Ships, fuch as Tenders, Tran{ports, and others hired into the
Service, is fcarce to be computed, divers of them being forced to Sea,
and never heard of more, . '

In the midft of all thefe fatal Calamities and moft dreadful Diffafters,
God Almighty was pleas’d to give many Peculiar Marks of his Great Mer-
cy and Singular Providence; Among thele the Deliverance which happen’d
to- Sir ‘S'M%rd Fairborn, Vice-Admiral of the Red aboard Her 42s5cfty’s
ship the Refolution, a Second ‘Rate of 96 Guns, well deferves the firft
place in thele our Obfervations. This Ship being firft then returned from
the AMediterranean, lay at Anchor that night off of the Loxg Sund Head
in the River Zhames ; and being droven about three of the Clock in the
Morning, on the 27th of November, from her Anchor, upon the moft dan-
gerous Sand, call'd the Gafloper, took in there fuch a vaft Quantity of Wa-
ter, that every body thought the muft have funk; 2 of the lower Gun-
Deck Ports, being forc’d open by the Water ; however after {ome time,
being got off of this Shoal, and Day appearing, they were drove over to
the Bank of Flanders, and thence along the Coaft of Hollard and Fricflasd,
to the Mouth of the River Efbe. Here they continued till the 4th of De-
cember following, whena Violent Storm arifing from the N. W. which
drove them from their Anchors, they muft have infallibly been loft (the
Wind ftanding direly upon the Shoar) had not about 1o a Clock at Night,
the Wind turn’d to the S. W. which giving them an opportunity to put
to Sea, ‘they were droven over the Coaft ot Norway, having neither Ca-
bles, ner Anchors, no Woad, nor Candles ; no Beer, and fcarce any other
Provifions : Add to this, that the Men fatigu'd, ficft by the tedious Streights
Voyage, and the Intolerable Fatigues of fo long and Dreadful Tempefts,
fell fick every day, {o that they were fcarce able to Manage the Ship : In
this diftreffed Condition, they at laft got into the Harbour of Gottenberg,
December 11th; but being in great Danger of being Frozen up there (which
would have confumed moft of the Men), they got with all pofiible Diii-
gence thence, and from Copenbagen, what they wanted eithér of Provifions
nor Naval Stores ; and fo fetting Sail again Farwary 3, prov’d very Inftri-
mental in preferving 12 Ships loaden with Naval Scores for Her Adajefiy’s
Navy, from falling into the Hands of fome Freach Privateers, that waited
for their coming home. Janwary 12th at night, they came once moie to
an Anchor off of the Zong-Sand Head, where after having continued for
fome days, and rid out another moft, Violent Storm, they at laft arriv’d
fafely to the Buoy of the Nore, having by the Hardfhips of the Tempsft,
loft 28 Men of the Ships Crew. : ' :

A Merchant Man riding in the Dowss, after having loft all her Anchors,
Cables, and Sails,” and eut down her Mal’i:s, was droven thence to Sea, and
carry’d by the Wind without any other guide to the Coaft of Norway,
where by the Affitance of a Pilot of that Country, they were Conductt-
ed and {aved ina fmall Creek. gt , o

Another Veflel having in that fatal Tempeft at 3 a Clock in the Morn-
ing, loft all her' Anchors near Chatham, her Rother about 6, and befides
{prung a great Leak. In this diftrefled Ccendition they diove 48 Hours,

expetting nothing but prefent Death every; IMinum About mi ni_ght5 ;:llye
: - ' 1P
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Shin ftruck upon the Sands, where the ‘Sea broke in upon them with {o-
much Fury, that they ‘were immediately in; Danger of being fwallowed
up by the, raging Waves ip the very Ship; but within two Hours after,,
the Ship, without any 'other Help-'but God’s: Providence, got. over . the
Sands, and was carry'd into a narrow Creekon the Coaft of Holland, not
far from Hellevoer Sluice, without any other Confiderable Damage, either
to the Ship or Men. The Water on the Sands over which they paft, in the
midlt of a very dark Night, was {6 fhallow, 'that’a Ship that was not ofs
half her Bulk, durft never venture to pafls it'in the Day-time.. T8

" At Swyre in Dorfetfbire, Me.Facob Cole the Minmifter of the Parifh, was
twice in Iminenit’ Danger of being  kill'd by two Grear Stones, weighing
150 Pound weight each, onefalling juft behind him as he was: going ouc
ﬂl‘s his Houfe door, and the other bruthing againit his Elbow, as he was
fitting by the Fire-fide. At the fame time a Widow Woman and a Smith’s
Wife with a little Child in'het ‘Arms, were {carce got ont the Doors, naked:
without Shoes or Stockins, when the Houle fell m - ' |

“A Stack of Chimneys.belonging to the Dwelling-houfe of Dr. Gideon
Harvey in St. Mirtin's Lane, happening to’ be {truck down upon the back
part of the next Heufe, wherein lived Mr. Robert Richards an Apothecary,.
and Capt., Theodore Collier with his Family died in the fame: The Chim-
riey pierciag thro’ at the Roofs and Floors, carried them quite to the
Ground.; A Foot Man who about a quarter’ of an Hour before, had re-
moved himfelf out of the Back Garret into the Fore-garret, happily elcaped
all Danger 5 .Capt. Collier’s Child, the Nutfe and her Child, and a Servant
Maid which lay in 2 Room 2 Pair of Stairs, were found fafe in the Kit-
chin, except the Capt’s Child, which two Hours after was found unhurt in
fome Pieces of the Bed and Curtains, which being faln thro” two Floors,
hung. on fome broken Rafters. Another Maid-Servant which lay up. one
Pair of Stairs in the fame Room with' the Captain and his Wife, beingal-
fo carry’d into the Kitchin without any hurt, and' crying for Help for her
Mafter.and Miftrefs, the 1aft was in half an Hours time taken out of the -
Rubbifh, without any other Hurt than a fmall Bruife. Mr. Richards and
his Wife with 3 Neigl}l(buurs, being in the Parlour, run out of Doors up-
on the firlt Noife ;. Mrs. Richards ftaying fomething longer than the reit,
to -pull her Child of about a Year old, out of the Cradle, the Houle fell,
yet fhe elcaped without any further Hurt than a fmall Bruife on her Foor,
and the Child was foon after taken out of the Rubbifh, without having
received the leaft Harm. : -
_Inthe Parifh of St. Mary Crayin Kent, a Man, his Wife and Child, were
juft gor out of the Bed, when then the Houle fell in upon iv; And the
Minifter of Somth- A% e[”::adlxd fo narrowly, that his Feet were hutt as he
was getting out of his Bed. A |

Two Boys in the Poultry, lodging in' the Garret; were by the Fall of a-
Chimney, which broke thro’ the Eloors, carried into the Cellar, without
receiving the leaft Hurt. i

A Water-man being afleep in the Cabbin of a Barge on the River Thames,
was driven thro” London- Bridge, and the Barge carried without any Guide .
into the Zower-Dock, where fhe remain’d fafe, the.Man-not being waken’d

till Day-light, : Many
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Many more Stupendious Relations might have been inferted of this [
which for Brevity’s fake, we thought 6 to pafs by in hlence s ther b
forementioned being more than fufhcient to convince the Reader, thar, as
this laft moft Dreadful, and I may fay Unparalell'd Tempett, far furpafs'd
that mentioned by our Authots, in all'its Ciccumftances, and in the valt
variety of its Surprizing Events; fo it remains doubtful, whether every
thing duly Confiderd, God Almighty did upon this Great Gfﬂdﬁgﬂ give
us more Signal Proofs of his Juftice or of his Mercy, during this Grear

and Univerfal Storm !

I will conelude with one moft Remarkable Confequence of this Storm
This was an Earthquake, plainly perceiv’c; by a nu?i Number 011"5 Pe?i’g:a;
of unqueftionable Credit and Judgment ; efpecially in the County of Lix-
:ﬁfnlil.ﬁld'ﬂt;le ;istﬁ»rrd.mg of ?::E:-rk-_ fhire, ;.ﬁfhe‘;:ek}f' fevgra.l Authentick and Un-

ueftionable Accounts are (among others) given by Mr. Banbs Mintter of
?{xﬂ, .and by the Minifter of Boffon. ! M

T B

Post-feript..

-

We thought it not improper 1o add amto this Treatife  as a Popie
feripr) Mr. Liily [ the Difleaters ORACLE] bis  Predie
ctions for the lear Y665. Which is as followeth.

'ND it may be conjeétured, that Men pretending Sanétity. of Life, or

~ & feveral Citizens or Burgefles, or Perfons inhabiting in Great Towns,

vulgarly called SecZaries, viz. that fome, or many of thofe, and Perfons alfo

of other Qualities or Callings, fhall be bufie in Confultation, .to diftusb the -
Publick Peace of thole Parts or Countries where they habit: nay, their pri-

vate Animofities fhall be fo foolifhly great againft their own Prince and

Country, that they will as much as in them lies, rather affift, than offend

the Nations Enemies; In plain terms, thele are made manifeft publickly,
2 = R
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Jione mali velivjeriardm : Men, viz. | ne men pretending unto Conlcience o
Religion, fhall give themfelves great latitude in Lying, or exercife Lying
wholly in all A€ions,with Aflent or Confent, or well-liking thofe Evils th

per%etra te thereby ; fo that we fee many perfons of uﬂiwfiﬁ*fewfai-";&é;
of t

-y

themfelves a Latitude of Jugling in their Speeches, Treaties, Articles, or

e Vorld, fhall alume unto themfelves a liberty of Lying, or allow

the like, with Intention to commit Evil thereby, or to revenge pretended

“injuries, by urging falfly, the like Injuries have been done wnto! hi m or
ihér’n;_ their Prince, théix Country, &, If it be asked, Duibusin rc?ﬁ:
where 2 or in what Part, or what Kirgdom, Countries, ¢, thall M

things be Atted? Unto which we {ay ; Every perfon who hath any parti-

cular Concernment either in the Angle of the figure of the. Eclipfe 1664.
either Oppofite, or in Quadrat unto the place Eclipfed, or in this, or thefe
of 1665. or in the places or degrees Eclipfed, is one of thole intended in

the former Difcourle ; and alfo thofe Grandees, whether of Court or Courts,

Cities or Towns, or otherwife in Command, & If they fteer, or have the *
principal Management of the prefent Affairs of thole Kingdoms, Countries
Places by us nominated, are herein alfo concetned, and ought to be wary

in their Aéings, left he or they be found Guilty, and in Conclufion,

Cry Miferere, &c: - :
1 *‘ " T
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

THE_ Hiftorical Catechifs: Or An 'excl)Ianation Of The Old and New
Teftament ;: by way of Queffions an :
Familiar Manner, than any hitherto Extant. Very -Edit"}rin% and
for Children to Learn before they beginto Read the BIBLE,
verend Divine of the Church of England. '

. FAm:y"m D:fé}mmr-.‘ The Infamous Libeller ( That Slindesous,. Pyi .-

" Back-Biter) Araign’d and Condemned, by the Divine, Canon, Civil,~and
Common Laws, Ptﬂftﬂdt&d.'ﬁ%&dﬁ:ﬂ Triminalis, in a Letter to Marcns
Emifins, 3 Friend in the CITT,

L Both Sold by B. Brage at the Ravenin
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