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Tothe RigaurHoNOURARL &

' Sir William Stenart, Kt.

AND

LORD MAYOR

oF 3 Ik

CITY of LONDON.

My Lorb, :

H E general Decay and Contempt of Pro-

bity and Piety in this Nation and City ;
and the apparent Danger we are in with refpect
to that dreadful Plegue with which our neigh-
bouring Nation is now_ vifited, gave the firft
Birth to thefe Sheets. And if they are but ufe-
ful either to awaken the Secure, to inform the
Ignorant, to reform the Impenitent, or com-
fort them that tremble at God’s Judgments,
I have my Aim.

T H E prudent Care of our Government in
ufing all neceffary Precautions to prevent the In-
feftion among us, is certainly a very commen-
dable and generous Undertaking. Notwith-
ftanding we muft always have a vigorous Re-
courfe to the divine Proteftion and Goodnefs
and alfoa fincere Dependance upon him who is
the fole Lord of Life and Death, and fupreme
Difpofer of all Caufes and Events whatfoever.

I N order to prevail with God to avert his
dreadful Judgments from us, I have endeavour-

ed boldly to rebuke ¥ice and Immorality, which

abound amoeng us, as became aServant of the
Holy Fefus 3 to awaken Sinners, and convlince
. them



e

DEDICATIO N.

them of thofe Iniquities, which may deferved-
ly draw down the Wrath of Heaven upon this
Nation. '

A N Attempt of this kind, how acceptable
- foever it may be to the Beft, will doubtlefs
meet with Oppofition from the Worft; who like
GALLIO, care for none of thofe things.,

THEREFORE, My Lorp, Ithought
it my Duty to fhelter this Treatife under your
Lorpsuir’s Patronage;, becaufe Your
L orpsu1p hasever been an Encourager of
Piety and true Religion, moft confpicuous. for
fingular Prudence and exemplary Life, for many -
Alts of Charity, Liberality, and Goodnefs, and an
impartial Adminiftrator of Equity and Fuftice.
among us for many Years: And becaufe by di-
vine Providence you are now advanc’d to that
High and Honcurable Station in this Grand
Metropolis, which 1s the Epitome of GR EAT
Br1ra1N, whereinthe fupprefing of Iniquity
and Reformation of Manners, may be of fingular
Ufe to the whole.

THAT Youwr LorRDsu1p may con-
tinue long to be a Terror to the Evil, and an
Encouragement to the Good ; and after a hap-
py Life on Earth, may enjoy the Reward of
your goed Works in Heaven, is the earneft and
hearty Prayer of,

My Lord,

Your Lovdfhip’s
Moft bumble,

#Hd maﬁ ﬂbfd:'fﬂt St’r-vdﬂr_.- s

JaMeEs PATERSON.
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Andthe Lord [aid, my Spirit (ball not

always [trive with Man, for that
ke alfo is Flefh : Tet bis Dz?./v;ﬂm&’
be an Hundred and Twenty Tears.

S the Prefervation and Salvation
of Mankind is the Principal De-
fign and Pleafure of Almighty
God, fo nothing is more grie-
vous to him than their Mifery
and Deffrution : Theretore Fudoment 1s faid if. 28.21
to be bis firange Work. 'This appears in his
tranfacting with the firft Man, whom he
endued with Grace fufficient to refilt the
Temptation, promifed him temporal and e-
ternal Happinefs, and fcverely threatned him
in cafe ot Difobedience : But upon his Fall
our compaflionate Crearor immediasely pro-
vided a Redeemser. And likewife in his Dif=
penfations with the O/d WWorld, for he gave
it feveral Warnings of its approaching Over-

throw, and was very un rilling to deftroy it
in
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in that fearful maoner: "T'was after many re<
peated Provocations that he faid, my Spirif
 [hall not always firive with Mes.

AIn-which Words, a moft terrible Threat-
ping of * Divine Vengeance is exprefs'd a-
gainft the Ante-dilywians ; and by God’s
Blefling they may do much Good to the fe-
cure, impenitent, and obftinate Sinners of
“this Age, as they were ficft urttered for the
Conviétion and Conveifion of that impious
and prophane Generation before the Flood :
For that was (and this feems to be) fo fe-
cure in Sin, that nothing lefs than the loud
Sounding Trumpet of Wrath to come could
awaken it. _

[ (hall therefore from them fhew you; what
a Gracious, Lorg-{uffering and Merciful God
our Heavesly Father is; for he ftrives long
with a wicked People before he takes Ven-
geance of thern: He bears with a wretched
Sinner a confiderable time before he ftrikes
home,

2dly, 1 fhall fhew, that God will not do
always fo, but he will at laft pour out his
Wrath, and ex rcife the Rigour of his Ju-
ftice, upon all Abufers of bis Mercy and For-
bearance,

* Deus defeflus mundi pervicacia & tzdio affeus hoe
dicit, men conteudet Spiritus meus in eternum, i.e. longe
tempore; non peffum diurius ferre, non litigabo ams
p’!ifus, pra(tatem VindiGam exfequar, P, Synep. Critic.
Fir Loc,

3dly,
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 3dly, I fhall conclude win a necellary
and earnelt Exhortation to Repemtance and
Reformation of Lite, while the Holy Spirit
waits and flrives with Men, before God’s

Mercy is quite gone, when he mll wail ng
lunger to be gracious.

In the ﬁrﬁ Place, we have a very plaig
Prooft of G.d’s Patience and Longanimiry
from this Text; for he had waited above a
Thoufard Nieass on 4lnsOd World, fill cx-
peéling the good Fruits of Obedience and
Gratuude from his late Handy=wasks; bur
alas! ‘twas quite otherwife than he juitly
look’d for, they had degenerated altogerher
from that Orlgrml Innocence and Upright-
nefs, into Pride, Violence, Contempt of Re-
Ilgmn, Intemperance, Luxury, and all man-
ner of Vice: Nay, they grew worfe and
worfe, the more they increas’d, the more
they ﬁnnd One would think that God
would be avcrgd of fuch a Generation, and
deftroy them in a moment ; but behold! in
the m:dﬁ of fuch Prnvucarmns, when a Sep-
tence might have defervedly paft to cut them
down, and fend them to Hell and Mifiry ;
dmne Goodnefs granted them another Date: 4
his Patience extended to 120 Years® more:
And o long a Gracious God deferr’d the un-
verfal Deftruction of Man and Beaft by
Deluge ; {o long the Spirit of God ;?rwc with
that Peap!e waited on them, and us’d means
for their Repentance. Behold ! repeated Signs
ﬂf God’s great Kindnefs and Merey: He gave

A2 them
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" them fufficient means of Salvation, Time af-

Pf. 95. 10.
PJ’: :.FE- 33-

Hof.11.8.9-

* Gen. 18.27

ter Time, yet all this would not do.
Thhis appears farther m all his Difpenfa-
tions with Fews and Gentiles too in all fuc-
ceeding Ages; for he was grieved with fome
of them forty yearsin the Wildernefs; many
times under their Fudges and Kings. Bur
be being full of Compalfim, forgave their Ini-
quity, deftroyed thew mut ; yea, many a time
turned be bis Anger away, and did not fir ug
all bis Wrath: Or, as it 15 In thc'Originai
be multiplied 1urning away. He winked at
the Idolatry of the Calves at Dan and Bethel
two hundred and ffty years. So long divine
Patience delay’'d Vengeance on the %fﬂga’ﬁm
of Ifrael, and was very unwilling to give it
up to that perpetual Ceprivity and Defolation
under the King of Affyria; with what An-
xiety and Concern does he {peak of 1:? How
fhall I give thee up, Ephratm? How [hall 1
deliver thee Ifrael 2 How [lall I make thee as
Admah? How [Fall I [et thee as Zieboim?2 mine
Heart is turned within me. '
Tte Divine Majefty condefcended to five
or fix Offers of Mercy and Forbearance be-
fore he deftroy'd Sodom and Gomorrah, at
the Interceflion of Abrabam : He gave tour

hundred years to the Amoristes 5 at the Re-

quelt of Mofes he was prevail’'d wirh to fpare

. -, arebillions People, when bis Wrath was lot

;:ggi?:ﬁ them.

He granted forty Days of Repentance to
Nisiveb, and was long provok’d with the
Babylonians, ~ Perfians, Egyptians, Grecians,
Romans, and other finful Nations, before he
; ' poured
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poured the Viols of his Wrath upon them:.
Nay, everyone of ustothis Day has repeated
Experience of divine Patience, Longanimity
and Forbearance, and may {ay with the Pfal
mift, But thow, O Lord, ® art a God, full of
Compaffion and Gracions, Long-fuffering, and
lenteons in Mercy and Truth, He compares
it ro the Pity of a good tender hearted Farber
sowards his Children, which it exceeds as far
as the Heaven % above the Earth, For be is, p 1oy, 11;
fays the Propbet, gracious, merciful, flow t6 Fol.2, 13.
Anger, and of great Kindnefs, and refenteth
bim of the Evil. Andour Bleftd Lord has
illuftrated the fame to us by the Parables of
the prodigal Son, the loft Sheep, and efpe-
cially that of the Fig-tree, from which the
Mafter of the Vineyard had expefted Fruit
for a long time, but found none : He waired
from year to year, and at the End of three
years he threatned to have cut it down, feeing
it did nothing elfe but cumber the Ground :
But at the Vine-dreffers Requeft, he fpared
it a little Yonger, thinking thar after digging
about it, and dunging it; and another years
Forbearance, it would certainly bear Fruit. 14t 1;.6.
But how wonderful are the Tears of the Holy
Jefus, which he fhed over that unhappy Cizy
of Ferufalem betore it’s miferable and final
Defolation @ How often would I have gathered mat.21.57.
thy Children together, (faid he) even as 4 Hen

&

- * pf. 86. 15. Pingitur hic Deus fuis veris Colori-
bus ; commiferationt arcet, opus feit percuntibus. Pofs
Synopf. Crit. in loc.

gathereth



6]

gathereth her Chickens under ber Wings, and
ye would mot. His great Compaflion is repre-
fented to us, by the Similitude of a Hen; for
as fhe does tenderly cherifh, carefully hide,
and cover her young from the Eye of the
Deftroyer, even fo would the tender hearted
JESUS have fhelter’d the Jews from the
Roman Eagle, and all other Birds of Prey.
O! what Mercy and Patience is thig? O!
what Care and Pains does our merciful Fa-

ther take to make poor Mortals happy?
From thefe and many other Demonfira-
tions of God’s Longanimity, Patience and
Mercy, we may fee how appofite and agree-
~ able to the divine Nature that Defcription is,
Exod. 340 which we have. The Lord God, Merciful
6s 7¢ and Graciotis, Long-[(uffering and abounding in
Goodnefs and Truth, keeping Mercy for thou-
fands ; for with much Patience he waits on
the Sinner, and with infinite Clemency re-
ceives and pardons him, when he repenteth ;
Miab, 7, s the Prophet faith, %a,j_: a God like umto
18, thee, that pardoveth Iniquity, and paffeth by the
. Tranfgreffion of the Remnant of bis Heritage ?
He retaineth not bis Anger for ever, becaufe be

delighteth in Mercy. |
*T'is true, God has (hot his Arrows, and de-
ftroyed fome notorious Sinners in the very A¢t ;
Gew. 1926, Lot's Wife, Onan, Nadab and Abibu, Korah,
18. 10. Dathan and Abiram, Zimri and Cozbi, are
zew. 10. 1. Inftances of his Severity : Uzzae was flain as
Num. 16, he touch'd the Ark ; Ferchoans’s Hand wither-
3;;;5& i: ed that momenty when he put it forth againft
? Km:g;: " the Propbet : Anamas and Sapphira tell down,
i3 4. dead as they had lied unto God, 'Thele Ob-
ATt §. 34 & : : : j;‘_‘&g
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je&s of God’s Difpleafure (you will fay) had
no._ time to repent, they were cut off imme-
diately 5 the Holy Spirst did not frive wirh
thess, but took them away in his Indigna-
tion. However, as God doth magnify his
Mercy in fparing and pardoning many Sin-
ners, {o he renders his Juftice glorious in pu-
nifhing the Veflels of Wrath: By the former,
we learn to love his Goodnefs, and adore the
Riches ot his Mercy and Forbearance ; by the
latter, we are taught to fear his Fuffice, and
to turn to him in time : But whar are thefe
few Examples of his Severity, to ftard in
Competition with thofe infinite Proofs of the
divine Bounty, and Indulgence to his Crea=
tures ? feeing every one ot us muft acknow-
ledge, that m bim we live, and move, and
bave our Being 2

Notwithftanding, our Merciful Father de-
lights to thew Pity upon his depending Crea-
tures ;, he rakes much Pleafure in doing them
good, and is very willing to communicate
out of his immenfe Ocean of Bleflednefs to
every thing that is, but more efpecially to -
Mankind : He f{irives to reform and fave
them by his Wonders, Affliétions, Fudgments,
Tbreatnings, Mercies and Commands ; by bis
Minifters, bis Word, and by ks holy Spirit,
which is the principal Author and Difpenfer
of all thefe means of Salvation. But when
they become ineffectuval, becaufe Men will
not be Reform’d, and would rather die in
their Sins, than forfake them and live for
ever : In this cafe, God will not ftrive with
them, but comes to a final Refolution and

st ~ Deter=
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Determination with himfelf to delay juft Pu=
pifhment no longer.  And the Lord [aid, my
Spirit fball not always [rsve with Men. The
Great God doth not want our Apalogy, but
certainly the Judge of the whole Earth will
do right ; for when the God of Patience is
wearied out with sefraCtory Sinners, what 1s
mare juft and reafonable than he fhould ut--
terly deftroy them from the Earth by fudden
Death, that {o they may ne langer grieve
his Spirir, abufe his Clemency, drfpﬁ_& his
Goodnefs, nor harden others in the fame
Sins; and that Men may know, that verily
theve # a God whigh judgeth in the Earth.
\Petesio, S far the Long:/uffering of God waited i
the Days of Noab, while the drk was a pre-
paring (as St. Pewer teftifies) He endured
their Provecations, bore with the Offences,
and waited for the Repentance of thofe hat
were hardned in Sin and Dhfobedience, no
lefs than one Hundred and twenty Years :
And that this 15 the common Courfe ef his
Providence towards Mankind, appears from
innumerable inftarces in all Generations ;
whereby the inhuite Patience, Mercy and
Goodne[s of Almighty Gud doth fufficiendy

appear. Ay :
But we muft not think that God is alie-

gether Merciful, or that he will fuffer, wair
and bear with impious Mortals for ever: No,
he is alfo juft, and will certainly exercife the
Rigour of his Juftice upon all Abufers of his
K ndnefs and Compaffion: There isa Time,
when God will be gracious no more, When
he will delay deferved Punihment go lon-

gery
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gery and this brings me to the Confiderzti-
tion of the Date and Zerm of his Patience and
Forbearance, - which is the SECOND Ge-
neral Head propofed, that God will not al-
ways ftrive with Sinners, but will at laft
our out his Indignation and Wrath upon all
ﬁbuﬁrrs of his Mercy and Forbearance, and
the longer that is delay’d, the more itisabus'd;
{o much the more fevere will this be when i
cometh upon them. Here 1 fhall enquire
how it may be known, when the Date and
Term of God’s Mercy .1s paft, and when i3
his vindiGtive Juftice like to take Place upon
a wicked People? But how may we know
when that is at e Period, and this is at band ?
~ In Anfwer to which, it may be obferv’d,
that tho’ God’s Patience and Mercy be infi+
nite like himfelf ; being PerfeGions of the
Glorious Deity :  Yet in his Difperfations
with the Children of Men it is otherwife ;
for he waits long on their Returning 5 he bears
with pertinaciaus Sinnes s until they have abu-
fed his Mercy, and worn out his Longanimity
by continued Provocations: In a word, God
waits upon fuch Men until their Cup be full,
and the Numbers of theit Iniquities be com-
pleated. When the Day of Grace is paft, and
that Seafin is over; he will wait no longer ;
by remitting, mitigating, or deferring Pu-
nithment, by laying Life and Death, Good
and Evil before them ; or by affording them
any longer the means of Grace and Salvation,
with Promifes of eternal Glory, and Threat-
nings of everlafting Torments to enforcé
them to Amendment. '

B That
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That God alloweth to every Nation, Peos
ple, and individual Perfon, fuch a détermined
Séafor and Time, before bie inflicks chife dread-
ful Jodgmerits, which their Iniquities deferve,
appears from the Niature of the divine Ma-
feffy, who is full of Mercy and Compaflicn,
more prone o Pity than to Sevérify, and juft
the Reverfe of Mankind;_they are foon pro-
voked, but hard to be reconciled 5 and will
never forgive nor forget an Affront 5 but he
1 flow to Wrath, umwilling to punifh 5 but rich’
in Mf&frﬁ,{fw{ﬁ to [how Pary, and ready to

forgiveall Injuries ; and to bear patiently with

the Worft of Men till they repent. >Tigevi-
dent 4105 from fiveral Tnftances in holy Sci-
prite; for fo he dealt with Cain and Lameck 3/
he pave one hundrcd aiid twenty years to the
Old World, four butidred more to the Seven
Nations of Paleftine, But in the ﬁmbcfﬂcrf:-!
tion they (hall come bither again; for the Ini uity
of the Amarites is sior yet full: At the Expiras
tion of them, the Canaanites were tterly
extirpated by Fofhua, Caleb being the fourth’
that took Pofleffion of the promiféd Land,
Such 4 Date he prefivd to the Chaldearss;
Miabies, Edomites, Tyrians, and other Na~
tions : Sucha Permiffion ke gave to Antischis
Epiphanes, that he might'be a fevere Scourge
to'the Fews, when their Sins were ¢ome to

. 8. z;-fh‘:.'Hgifghi?. " When the Tranfprelfions rﬁ‘fé

* Com Judeorum felera ad fammum venerine, ita
ut deug iram fuam teneré quodaminodo, non poffic, peie

mirtit Antiochum in jllog qudb'ii[ﬁm:_fzﬁrﬂ. Pol. Synop.
€i13r. in ke loe. G s

somg
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0 the ﬁtﬁ, @, King of fierce Countenapce
w ex \[hall be, m;gﬁtj, and

a{’fu o o erfully

s, and._fball profper
eftroy the H{gﬁfj} and bely Efapfe The

waited hazzer that impious
;Prmcf: until he ﬁndﬂfaaf up, thf: Maa ure of
his mgmm ,!py prﬁfﬁamng the Gold and Sil-

ver Fqﬁeh of the mgb at _his prophane
Feaft ; as it were in Confempt 2 and T:lumph
over tl“: true GG@ Tﬁ]t:ﬂ God ﬂnmﬁﬂrJ 6;5
j:}gy.rl and cut ﬁzm bf wd nfm' burdred T rinces

in that mﬁanr in the E:vem?emh year of his
Reign. La&h{, our Salnuur ;eprmrmg Lhe Dan. .22
Hypocrify of the Pharifees in his Duys, faid
unto them, Eill ye up 1be mmfure of your Fa- Mat. 23.32,
thers, § oras gl"u‘me Copies * have it 5 and ye

ae filled up 3 which Mfﬂﬁrn D'[th..lt‘ [iquim
zies hemg ﬁl}ed up, t}m (evere Wrath of God
fell upon that wicked Generatio;; forty years
hfrc:;war s, and utrelry deftroy’d them.

~ Now, it may be faid, that Men have filled
. f the meﬁfgre of their Sms and their CHP
£1 fafi in three Refpe&s :

{3 When they are umvrrﬁ,}lp‘ Wicked,
anda,ilFleﬁ;havecnrru ted their Ways: Fh:a
was the Cafe of the O/d Wirld, Sadam and
Ferufalem; for Whﬂn Noabh was taken from
among them, and fhut up fifely in the drk;
the Dsfngs fwept all the reft away As l'['mn

Tt Impiete men{'uram peccatorum, quibus nimirum
terminum ﬁatuir, & modum quo cum perﬂenfirmt
Deus vindi&tam infligic. Pol. Synop, Griric. in loc.
© I Dr. Hsmmm:f in loc

} 2 as
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as righteous Loz had efcaped, Fire and Brim-
ftone burnt up all the impious Inhabitants of
the five Cities : When Hezekias and Fofias,

thofe pivus Princes were gone, and when the
éle&t Fews got fife out of Ferufalem ; Nebu-
chadnezzar and Vefﬁa}"ﬂn laid it in heaps. For
pious Men are a {ingular Blefliag to a Clty

the Pillars of a Kingdom, and the Prop of the
World :* For their fakes God fpares many

thoufind Sinners, and blefleth the Place
where they dwell: ‘He will not fuffer his
Judgment to fall in their Days; therefore he
fakes them from'the Evil to come, fhuts them
up in a filent Grave, and takes them to reft
with himfelf ; but afterwards poureth his
Judgments upon the ungodly Reémnant. You
fee now, what would be the beft Safeguard
to this Ctry and Nation, what would prove
the moft effeCtual means to keep off’ thnf&
dreadful Plagues and Afflictions,” ‘Wthh have
difeopled others: The Tears and Prayers of
God's People have very often ‘averted diviné
Wrrath ; thofe were always the beft Defence
in time "of Danger ; and have procur’d great
Deliverances. Butalas! true Piety is mock’d
and defpi’d, Charity waxeth cold, Wicked-
nefs nbounds Religion is negh&cd and the
fincere Proféflors of it are very few ; would
to Ged there were' many more of them a-
morng us. "T’is to be fear'd, there are but
few (uch Fillars now as Lot, Mofes, David,

and Daniel were in their Days and if a Scru-
tiny was made of this City, as Yeremiah did
of jtdi'uﬁ:fffﬂ, the Eftimate would be much

1.6 the fame.  That h{:-Iy Prap.&fr could not find

. | | & May .
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& Man that executed Fudgment, and [cught
the Truth in all Jerufalem 5 the psor knew rot
‘#he way of the Lord, and the Great Men knew
it indeed, but were worfe than thofe : Is it
not juft fo with us? Whereupon the Lord
threatned ‘their Doom. A Lion out of the sid. v. 6.
Foreft [hall flay them, a Wolf of the Evening ‘
[hall [poil them, a Leopard (hall watch over
their Cities : Every ome_that goeth ont thence
fhall be torn in picces, becaufe their Tran[gre/-
[ions are many, and their Back-flidings are in-
creafed. The Lord complained in the Days
of Ezckiel, that he could not find one faith-
ful Soul among his People, that might ftop
his Fury, and avert his Vengeance. I fought Ezck. 22.
for & Man among them, that (hould make up 30,731
the Hedge, and ffand in the gap before me for
the Land, that I [hould not Jgﬁray it, but 1
found nome. Therefore (faid he) bave I poured
out mine Indignation upon them, I bave confu-
med them with the fire of my Wrath; their own
sway have 1 recompenfcd upon their own head,
[aith the Lord. But our Iniquities being
much of a Parallel with thofe of that People,
we may juftly fear their Punifhments ; which
may God of his infinite Mercy avert.

' 2dly, Wicked Men have fill'd up the mea-

~ fure of their Iniquities, and their Cup s full;

when they are become obffinate therein, and

refufe to be reprov’d for their Crimes ; for fo

the wife Man has obferved, He that bateth Prov. 15.
Reproof [hall die, The Men of Sodom could 1o

not bear the Counfel of righteous Lsz, and

the Sons of Efi hearkned not.unto the Vnic?
S : a
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18am. 2. of their_ at\hﬁl'..ﬂ: w8 the Lorg o
25 thom. 4 mmw{' iﬂffﬁ@iﬁ oro
to tebuke him for his ﬂfﬁiz; theref
2 Chr. 23. {aid unto the King, Iknow thar God bath de-
1. rermined g0 deffroy thee, becaufz thou baff d
this, and haft wot hearkned unto my Counfel,
Jer. 36. Feboiakim would not hearken unto the words
5= of Feemiah, which were read to Him and
his Princes ; nay, he cur and burat the R
of Prophecies in the Fire till it was confume
But behold ! in a few years he was raken Ca-
ptive and flain 5 and his dead Body was cafk
out into the High-way without oge of the -
Gates of ferufalens ; where it rotted in much
ontempt and Scorn, according to the Pre-
fer. 22. diction of that Prophet. In the Days of Ifaiab,
8. the Jews were fuch, for he faid of them, I
Y- 4% 4 Enow that thou art obffinate, and thy Neck %
an grow Sinew, and thy Brow Brafs, “Feremiah
jer. 5. 5. teltified the fame of them, O Lord, thou baft
corrected them, but they bave refufed to receiye

i3
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Correciian, they have made thesr Faces barder
than & Rock, they bave refufed to return. They
told him to his Face, that they would not
return from their Idolatry : As for the word
of the Lord, that thou haft [poken to us in the
Name of the Lord, we will not bearken unto
thee ; but wewill certainly do whatfoever thing
goeth forth out of our own Mouth, to burn In-
cenfe unto the Queen of Heaven. But being
come to that Height of Obftinacy in Wicked -
nels, they perifhed by the Sword, Famine
and Peftileoce, as God had threatned by that
¢ +4- Prophet. ‘Thefe were Examples of God’s
tncenfed Jultice, and fhould_be Warniugi
£3 L e 2 L Lpd Fowd = an

o 44.



arid Catitions to us; that we mRy not continue
in that Obftinacy of Mind, which brought
down fuch dreadfol Calamities upon themi:
And may God enable us to obferve thém in
dde time. |

~ 3dly, People have £II'd up the Meafure of
their Sins, and their Cup % full, when they
are become impudent and fhamelefs in thei
Wickednefs ; for this proceeds from continued
and repeated Habits of Vice, whereby Men
are hardned in their Sins by degrees, till they
¢ome at laft to that Hg:ﬁh{bf it, as to glory
in their Shame ; to be Ephﬁ" d up with that
which fhould really make them blufh. Such
Sinners are Proof againft Corre&ion, given
up to a reprobate Mind 5 and therefore there
is no ground to wait any longer on theic
Amendment : In this cafe, God will fpeedily
exercife the Rigour of his ﬁﬂi;&; upon theih,
How (Bahelds were the Meén of Sodom, of g, 15.5.
éiﬁeé, and the Sons of Els! Th_&il_‘ Punifbi- 7uds. 19.
ment was therefore very fudden and fevere,21.
The Prophes affirms, that the Fews Wwere fuch ' Som.2:
in his time ; The Skew of thesr Cﬁgﬁréﬁﬁfs&;ﬁ'a s
doth witnefs ag#mﬁ them 3 and they declare” ™
sheir Sin as Sodom, they bide it not : Wo dto
their Soul, for they bave rewarded evil unto
themfelvés, And too many of this Sort of
Sinners are to be found among us at this Diy :
Do not the prophane Savearers glory in their
new Oaths and horrible 31;&1‘&@&& ; the
R e
‘chafte Perfons of theix Gallansry, and triump
s o i ;

Nay,

i ] - e W Er—
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. Nay, Alas] there be certain Socseties of
notorious Sinners among us, equally fhame-
lefs (but indeed more heinous in the Sight
of God) as thofe of Sodom: And Clubs allo
of fuch Blafphemers as former Ages never
heard of ; who are arriv’d to that Degree o
Atheifm, -as to_ridicule and lampoon the
God that madé, redeem’d and fanctified
them, - Thefe and other abounding Iniqui~
ties may defervedly bring upon this Cirp
and Nation {peedy and unsvoidable De-
ftruStion. O! how will they blufh,” when
their Works of Darknefs fhall be laid open
before. Men and Angels ? How will they
tremble before the éﬂd whom they have
defied ? What Shame and Confufion will
{cize them, when they fhall ffand Naked be<
fore the Fudge of the swhole Earsh? '
Again, fometimes God ceafes to reprove
and chaftife Men for their Sins; and this is
a Second Sign that the Date of his Patience
is at an End, and that his Spirit will not
ftrive with them any longer: For this is a
Means of Salvation to fome ; but thofe that
abufe it, he gives up to themfelves : So they
go on in their Tranfgreflions adding Sia to
Sin, without Check or Controul, until they
are plung’d headlong in Mifery and Woe.
This is a Sign of God's Difpleafure, a fe-
vere Punifhment of itfelf, a token that more
is at Hand ; the worlt State in this Life, and
the firt Fruits of Hell and Damnation in
the next. King Saul was deferted of God
and fo Perifhed. God gave up the Ifraclites
Bf.81. 11 unto their own Hearts Lufts, then they WJIE
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#d in their own Counfels, and twenty and Numb, 25

four thoufand of them perifhed in one Day.
The Kingdom of Ifrael fell into Idolitry to
fuch a Degree, after God fent his Prophets
to warn them daily, his Mercies and Judg-
ments to convince them of their Danger,
that he faid at laft, I will wot punifh your

Daughrers when they commiz Whoredoms ; nor '

qour Spoufes, when they commit Adulery : for
them[elves are feparated, and they Sacrifice
with Harlots — Ephraim is joyned to Idols let
" bim alome : For the Iniquity of his Covetouf~
wefs T was Wroth and [mote bim, I bid me
and was Wroth, and be went on frowardly in
the Way of bis Heart. Then he delivered
them up to the King of 4ffyria, who led
them Captives into a far Country, where
they perithed in everlafting Oblivion. ~ Be-
caufe the Scribes and Pharifees (o malicioufly.
and obftinately defpifed the Miracles and
Do&tine of Chrift; he faid, Let them alone:
they be blind Leaders of the Blind , and if the
Blind lead the Blind, both (ball fall imto the
Ditch. And o both Leaders and Followers
among them have been left to themfelves,
and given up to judicial Blindnefs and Im-
penitence thefe feventeen hundred Years;
thefe are the fad Effe&s of God’s forfaking
Men. In what a wretched Condition are
they “who grieve the Holy Spirit, and by
their Iniquities provoke him to fufpend the
Influences and withdraw the Comforts of
his: Grace ? Yea Woe alfo to themn when I de-

. But

C
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But it is to be hoped, that our mercifal
and gracious God has not as yet. forfiken
this City and Nation, notwithftanding of
their repeated Provoeations, feeing he con-
tinues to fend his Servants daily to warn and
reprove them for the fame. Happy were
they if they wou'd but hearken unto their
Voice, which s daily Preach’d in their Ears.

34ly, Some Men are o notorioufly Impi-
cus, that they provoke: Almighty God to
Swear in bis Anger, that he will fpare them
no longer: Then to be fure his Spirit will
not always firive with fuch People; doubt-
lefs this 's a Confirmation of their . (udden
and unaveidable Ruin and Deftru&tion:  For
divine 't Threatnings are for the moft  part
Conditional; if Men will repent, the, Cala-
mities intended [hall either be delay’d for a
Trme, or eife utterly done away; thus Abime=
lech, Abab, Hezekias, Fofizs, and the People
of Nimiveh efcaped the Judgments chreatned 2
But when Men continue hardened in  their
Sins witheut Remorfe or Terror, under the
Apprehenfions of God’s Wrath ; his Spiric
will wait no more upon them. That unbe-
lieving, murmuring and ftiff-necked Race,
provoked the Lord fo grievouily, that. be
fwore in his Wrath, they (howld not emter into
has Reft : So they perifhed in the Wilder
nefs, and never entred into the promifed
and good Land. The Fews were fo refo=
lute to go into Egypt, contrary to God’s ex~
prefs Command, that they provoked him in

T Suvpplicii Comminatio eft incitamentum Panie
teqitie Theedoret in Iom ¢ 1,
like
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tike manner to Guy, 1have fworn by wy great Fer. 42
Name, (aith the Lord, that all the }i.n E‘
Fudab which arein Egyot, (ball be confumed 7y
she Sword, and by the Famme, until theve fhall
be an End of them. Thus he threatned the
Edumites, 1 have fworn by my [elf. [aith the
Lord, that Bozrab fhall become a Defolation, & %r. 4o
Reproach, a Wafte, and a Curfe 5 and all the 13
- Cities thereof hall be perpetual Defolatios, And
in that maaner, the Ruin of the Ammonites,
Moabites, Syrians, Babylonians, Aribians, E-
lymeans, and other impenitent Nations wis
predited by rhe Prophets, and afterwards (o
exatly accomplifhed, thar their Memaries
have been buried in the Duft many Ages ago.
So fearful a thing it is to fall into the hands
of an angry God.” And therefore now confi-
der this, ye that forget God, lefp be tear g0z 1 Pfalm 50.
pieces, and theve be mome to deliver you. Eis

I have from this Text of ficred Scripture
reprefented both the Riches of God’s Merey,
Patience and Forbearance, in waiting upon
2 {inful People, and giving them fufficient
Warning before unavoidable bur juft Judg-
ments overtake and confume them 3 and alfs
the Severity of his Indignation and Wrarh
in punifhing them at laft, becaufe no means
wou’d prevail with them to reform and be
faved.
- And from what has been faid, we may learn,
that the Ruin and Dezftruétion of Sinners is
wholly chargeable upon them(elves, and ow-
ing to their own Willfulnefs and Obftinacy.
Our moft merciful Father affures us, that be
bas no Pleafure in the Death of him that dieth, Eét. 13.

<2 And 31-
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And confirms the T'ruth of it, by his waiting
a long T'ime before he ftrikes ; by warning
them of the approaching Danger ; by ftand-
ing at the door, as ready to receive them
upon their firft Motion of Repentance; by
fending his Rods and Judgments to awaken
and his Mercies to draw them to himfelf.
O ! how willingly would he have Men to be
happy : But upon their Qbftinacy, Hardnefs
and Impenitency, they only treafure up to
themfelves Wrath againft the Day of Wrath,
O! how deplorable and fevere will the De-
ftruction of fuch Offenders be? How inex-
culably muft they perifh, who perifh by their
own Willfulnefs and Obftinacy, after fuch
kind and repeated Offers of Mercy and means
- of Salvation ? How will it fting their Con-
fcience, and torment their Souls for ever and
ever, that they haveabufed the Gofpel, grie-
ved the Spirit of God, and refifted fo many
Cills to Mercy? |
>T'is no wonder, that divine Wrath hath
fallen fometimes fo heavy upon wicked and
rebellious People; and that both Temporal,
Spiritual, and Eternal Mifery {hould be en-
tailed upon them ; feeing they had fo long
and fo heinoully provoked the God of Pa-
ticnce ; nay oppos’d, controul’d and difturb’d
the Holy Ghoft in his Operations of Grace
towards them ; and the longer God bears
with fuch Sinoers, fo much the more fevere
his Judgments will be at laft. Doubtlefs,
for this Reafon, the Deftrution of the 0/4
World, Sodims, Tyre, Babylon, Carthage, and
feru/alem was {0 dicadtul: After many Pro-
vocations,




[ 21]

vocations, and when Divine Patience was {0
grievoufly abus’d ; God's Wrath ‘and Fury
fwept away the Amorites, Ifraclites, Babylo-
wians, Fews, and other impious Nations'from
the Face of the Earth. God rais’d up Sal-
manefer and Nebuchanezzar the Rods of bis
Anger 1o fcourge Ifrael and Judah ftor their
manifold Provocations: And he has in the
fame manner permitted many cruel and mer-
cilefs Tyramts in every Age fince to chaftize
Mankind for their Iniquities. What Millions
have Cyrus, Alexander, fulins Cafar, ( hat
Piague and Poifon of Mankind ) Vefpafian,
T amerlane and Lewis XIV. mow’d down to
the Grave in their baibarous and uncivil
Wars? God wich-holds the Rains from Hea-
ven, and takes away the Fruis of the Earth
from a finful People; be turneth Rivers smto
a Wildanefs, and the Water-fprings into dry
Ground ; a frustful Land into Barrenvef§: For
the Wickednefs of them vhat dwell therem. For
this Caufz he has punifhed former Generations
with Storms, Tempefts, Inundations, Earth
quakes, Hurricages, Lightnmgs, Plagues, Pe-
ftilences, Famines, MafJacres, and bloody Wars,
all thefe Calamities betal Men for their Iniqui-
ties : And thercfore we bave no reafon to
find fault with divine Providence tor thefe
Inftances of Severity that he bhas thew’d upon
fome ; but may rather wonder, thatthey are
not more fevere and numercus ; and blefs
God for his inhinite Patience and Mercy in
forbearing us, when his Anger ragerh againft
our Neighbouring Nation. “Tis true, the
Plague has been very formidable and morral

there;

See the
Appzndixe
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there ; having in eighteen Months cuf off no
lefs than three hundred and forty thoufind
Men, and almoft difpeopled fome of its molft
populous and flourifhing Cities. But Lord !
how many thoufand innocent People have
they murder’d in their late bloody and am-
bitious Wars for fifty years together? What
Rivers of Blood have they fhed in Italy, Ger-
many, Spais, Flanders and Britain, n the
laft Century ? For thefe and other Sins God
makes their dead lie heaps upon heaps. But
we muft not think that we are better than
they, becaufe they fuffer thefe dreadful A ffli-
&ions: No, let us be humbled and grieved
for our own Sins, and with the Prophet ac-

. 3. knowledge, that st 4 of the Lords mercy that

we are ot confumed ; becaufe his Compaflions
fail not.

But more dreadful Judgments than thefe
remain for all impenitent Sinners, which will
unavoidably fall upon them, when the Lord
Fefus (hall be vevealed from Heaven with bis
mighty Anzcls n flamniag Fire, taking Venge-
ance om them that know not God, and that obey
not the Gofpel of our Lord Fefus Chrift 5 who
fhall be punifhed with everlafting Destruction

from the Prefemce of the Lord, and from the

Glory of bss Power. O! how will they abide
his coming ? O! what Fear and Terror will
then take hold of them? Thefe Temporal
Calamities are fent on the Earth, that Men
may avoid thofe that are eternal ; otherwife
thefe are but a Prelude to thofe: And thrice .
happy are they to whom the firft prevent the

larter. Notwithftanding, not only the Arbesf,
but
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but even fome that believe this, will hardly
be prevail'd with to break off their Iniquities,
and to flee from the Wrath to come. 'What
a monftrous Piece of Folly is it to be wicked ;
feeing Men expofe themfelves thereby to all
thefe dreadful Punifhments.

Knowing therefore the Terror of the Lord,
let us fcarch and try curways, and now turn
again te him by true Repentance and Refor-
mation of Life ; that he may forgive usall
that 15 palt ; and receive us gracicufly into
his Favour and Prote&ion, when the evil Day
approache’h.  We ought to confider, what
Patierce and Goodnefs our merciful ‘Father
has fhewn to this Nation ; that fo we may
endeavour tro bring forth Fruit fuitable to
them. God was pleafed to plant a pure and
orthodox Religien among our Forefathers in
the very firft * Dawning of Chriftiamity : He
reform’d it from the Superftition of Rome,
and refcued it out of the hands of that prevail-
ing Spirit of Enthufiafm and Schifm, whick
had eclips’d it for fome time: He has blefs'd
us with Peace and Plenty of all good things
for many years paft, when other Nations have
been almoft wafted with the Sword, Pefti-
lence ard Famine: He has given this King-
dom and City feveral Signs from Heaven, as
he did to Ferufalem: His Judgments are a-
broad in the Earth ; the dreadful Plagues and
AffliCtions wherewith he chaftizeth other Na-~
tions are Warnings to us. But where is the

¥ Ju SxWipndaer Opig, Biit. Colliert Eccl, Hift. g
g _Fru:';-
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Fruit of the Gofpel 2 What do we more thaw
others? What better are we for all thefe Mer-
cies? Are not other Churches more unanimous
in the Faith, more {ledfaft in their Principles
and confcientious than we in their Praétice ?
Inftead of bringing forth good Fruit, we
yeild nothing clfe but the four Grapes of
Gomorrab, ot Gald and Wormwood, Nay,
alas ! our Forefathers died for thofe ficred
Truths;, which feveral among us avthis Day
do ridicule and deny : “And inftead of the
Leve and Fear of Gad, and that facred Reve-
rence that is due to his holy Name, his Word,
Ordinance and Serwants; how doth Atheifm,
Perjury, Blafpiemy, Sabbath- breaking and I
piety prevail amang us? laftead of | Meeknefs,
Pity, Equity and Charity toward one another,
Oppreffion, Malice, Fraudand Barbarity are to
be found. Alas, 'ris to be' feared that God
will vific for the(e things.

But feeing we don’t know how:long we
fhall enjoy thefe Mercies, nor how long the
Spiris will frive with and wait on us; ‘tis our
Wildom to humble our felves before'God, to
redouble our Zeal, our Tears; Mortifications,
and ferwent Prayers, and vo bring forth Fruss
worthy of Repentance. = 'Thefe are’ the means
by which we may appeafe the Anger of God,
which we defervedly draw down upon our
felves by repeated Tranfgreflions.  God fora
bid that we fhould grieve the holy Spirir,
by adding Sin to Sin, and liviag’ fecure in
this Time of great Danger ; or that we thould
abufe the Goodnefs, Mercy and Patience of
God; which fhould Jead us m.Répmmge ¢

or

el
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For then his Judgments will fall more heavy
. upon us after fuch a long Date of Patience,
then the fame or éven fome worfe Evils than
thofe that have confum’d France and nthcr
ﬁpfgﬂ Nations before them, will undﬂubrf_gil}'

_,cqu:' unto us,

Fmaﬂ Bur if we repmr tmly of our Sins,
and turn to God in Newnefs of Life, while
his Mercy and Patience lafteth ; ; we fhall
both ‘fcape the Evils we are afraid ol at

prefent ; we fhall enjoy the Continuance of
Gads Ccmpaﬂim and Loving Kindnefs,
which is ‘better ‘than Life: An d at laflt we
thall be received as God’s faithiul Servants
into the Society of the Spirits of juft Men
made perfeét, where we fhall be blq,ﬁ with
the fuli En_]o]rmcnt of Gad to all Ecerniry.
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APPENDIX.

Wherein is contan’d am HiSTORICAL
AccouNT of all the Plagues, Pe-
{tilences znd Famines, which bave
bappen’d throughout the World,
from the Beginning to this Time,
with fome pleafant and ufeful Re-
marks upon them : The whole being
concluded with piﬂus Meditations
out of Holy Scripture, and 4 Prayer
proper for fuch Occafions.

SAMRRE| H AT a Plague or Peflilential
o ..m Diftemper and Famine are, need
&l not be curioufly enquired into ;
8| fince the perniciou: and mortal
EfteCts of them have been and
are {o fenfibly felt by Mankind in all Ages
of the World : And feeing that learned Poet
Lueretins has given usan excellent Defeription

of the Canfés and Occafions of a Plaguein thefe
Liges, |

Nune
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Nurnc ratio que [it * Morbis, aut unde (repente
Mortiferam poffir) cladem conflare, &c.

Now next I'le fing, what Caufes Plagues create,?
What drives a Peffilence, {woln big with Fare, %
To waft and lay a Natios defolate.

I've prov’d, that numerous wisa/ Parts do fill
The Air, {o likewile numerous thofe that kil :
Thnefe Poyfons (whether from the rhrearning Skics
Like Clowds they fall, or from the Earth arile,
When (he’s grown putrid by the Rains, or {wears
Such noxicus Vapors prelt by feorching heats,)
Infect the Joower Air, and hence proceed
Al raging Plagues, thefe all Difeafes breed.

A Traveller, for every place he fees,

Or hazards, ov endures a new Difeale,

B-caule the 4ir or Water dilagrees.

How different is the Air of th’ Bririfh Iile

Fcom that which plays upon the wandring Nile?
What diffzrest Air doth Pontus Sunows embrace,
From that which fans the Sua-burat Indians Face ?

Befides, Mens Shape, or Colour difagrees,

And every Nation hath its owa Difeale.
The Lepers only are to Fgypt known,
Thofe Wretches drink of Nilus {treams alone:
Athens, the Mufes Sear, and chief Delight,
Offends the Feet, Achaia burts the Sight :
And thus in every Land a new Difeate,

New Pains on all the orher Members feize,
And differemt Air is (till the Caufe of thefe.
Thus often when one Countrey’s Aic is blown
Into another, and forfakes it’s own ;

(oWl
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It fpoils the wholefome Air where €'ré it
And makes all Jike it felf, unfie for Us:

[287

goes,

Thence Plogues arife, and thefe defeend, and pals
Into cur Fountains, tender Corm or Grafs,

Or otner

Fovd, or hang within the 4ir

H:l1 up by fatal Wings, and threaten there ;

So whilft we think to fwe, and draw our Breath,
Thofe parts maft enter iny and follosing Death :
"Taus Plagues do often feize the lubwuring Ox,
And raging Rots deftroy our render Flocks.

And thus the Thing’s the fame, if Winds do bear
From other Countries an wnufual Air,

And fit vo raife a Plague, and Feaver

Or if we

Gén.14.10.

bere,
Travelall, and fuck it there.

And therefore I fhall only give the Chronolo-
gical Hiftory of the vaft Numbers of them
that have affli€ed finful Nations, as a Pu-
nifhment of their Sins,

God having {wepr away an impious Gene-
tion from off the Face of the Earth by an
usiver(al Deluge, in the Year of the World
1656. promdcd to Noah, that there fhould
never be another of that kind ; but the new
Plantation foon became as impious as the for-
mer: T'herefore divine Vengeanc ewas refolv’d
upon other Methods of punifhing Sinners.

Anno Mundi. 2024.) In the Days of
Abrabam, there was fuch a- grievous Fa-
mine in the Land of Canaen (tho’ it was
the beft of all Lands; a Land flowing with
Milk and Honey) that that great Prince was
forc'd to go into E pt for Suftenance ; be-
caufe that wasa mpain Country, well
Watered by the River of Nilws; and confe-

quentlyp
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quently 2 common Granary to Paleffine and
other Neighbouring Nations.

A. M. 2034.] God confumed the Cities of
Sodem and Gomorrab, Admab, Zebom, and
Zoary with Fire and Bramffone, A dreadlul
Deftruétion indeed! and ftands a warming to
all Generations; but yet it had nor fuch In«
fluence upon Mortals as might be expected,
for the more they increafed the more they
finned ; and therefore we find many Difea-
fes and new Diftempers arife among them,
according as they found out new Ways of
commicting Sin and Iniquity, For in the
Year of the World.

A. M, 2129.] Inthe Daysof Jfaac, a fe-
cond Famine feiz’d the Land of Canaen,
(doubtlefs thefe two were fent as Chaftifi-
ments to the wicked Inhabitants, that they

GiH. 204 1

might Repent of their Sins, and Warnings

‘of their approacaing Dcaiuction) which was
fo grievous that that great Patriarch was
‘obliged toflee to Abimelech the King of Ge-
‘rar for Support,

A. M. 2236.] In Facob’s Time a very
i%‘raiﬁ?nu: and univerfal Famine began/in the
Land of Egypt, and fpread over all Palefize,
Canaan, Arabiay Syria, and the Face of the
whole Earth: fo that-the People were famifl-
ed by Reafin of the iFamines ® Fuftin the
* Prodigiorum ﬁgadﬂimua erat jdfephus: & fomni-

~orum primus Intelligentiam condidir ; nihilque divini
“juris humanique e ‘incognitum videbatur : Adeo, ut
‘etiam fteriliratem agrorum ante mulros annos pravide-
~ait 3 peraiffitque omamis AEgyptus fame; nifi monitu

ejus rex ediclo fervari per multos annos froges juiffet.
Tuflin. lib, 36, ¢. 2. 9, 10 P
Heathen
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Heathen Hifforian gives an Aceount of it;
but Mofes relates =l the Circumftances of 1t.

A.- M. 2436] The Egyptians having
cruelly opprelfed the Pecple of God, fo pro-
vol'd the Almighty, thar he fent 10 Plagues
upon them, which in a few months deltroy’d
both Man and Beaft, and the Fruits of the
Ground in a fearful manner.

A M 2455 ] One Plague n an inftant
{wept away twenty four thoufand Ifraelites
in the Wildernefs tor their Idolatry. '

A. M. 2631,] Such a gricvous Famine
continued 10 years in Cangan, that Elimelech
(tho’a wealthy Nobleman) was conftrained
to leave his own Eftate, and fojourn in 2
ftrange Country. Doubtlefs, ’twas a Pu-
nifhment upon the Idolatry and other heinous
Sins of that licentious and wicked Age.

A M, 2851.] A Pestilence confum’d
fifty thoufand and threefcore and ten Men of
Betbfhemifh, for prying rafhly into the Ark
of the Lord. 36 6

A. M. 2945.] A grievous Famine was

 infliGed upon Ifrael for three years, beciufe

Saul their King {lew the Gibeonites. T'his is
not the firlk time that Subjects have fuffer'd
for the Sins of their Prince.

A M. 2960.] In the Reign of King
Dawvid, a Peftrlence deﬂru'y’d- 70000 of his
Subjels in fix hours, and ’twas for his Pride
and Curiofity in numbering the People.

A. M. 3040.] In the Reign of King
Abab after a grievous Drowth wherein there

was neither Dew nor Rain for three years,
a great
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a great Famine enfied in the Kingdom of
Ifrael afterwards.

A. M. 3055.] There was fuch a grievous
Famine in Samaria, bemg befieged by Ben-
hadad King of Syria; that an Affes Head was
{old for fourfmre Picces of Silver, and the
fourth Part of 2 Kab of Doves Dung for five
Picces of Silver, — Nay, two Women did
eat one of their own Children, and had alfo
devour’d the other; had not God relieved
them with the Provifion ‘and Spoil of their
Enemies within 24 hours,

A. M. 3240.] In the Reign of King
H:z¢kias, an Angel of God deftroy’d 18 5000
of the Army ot Semnacherib King of Affyria
by a Peffilence in one Night.

A. M. 3250.] In the Reign of Zarqui~
nins Prifcus fitth King of Rame, a Peftilence
cut off the greateft Part of the Romans, but
efpecially the Women with Child, both Iymg
dead together in the Streets : And

A. M. 3410.] It broke out again about
60 years after in the fame manner, deltroy-
ing their Virgins and Women with Child ;
when no Remedy cotld be found, they were
anfwer’d, that it proceeded from the Dif-

pleafure of their Gods, becaufe the facred

Ru:es had not been performed with that De-
cency and Purity which' they requm:d fee-
ing-a Vaftal Virgin had'been deflour’d at Ur-
binm, which had perform’d fome of them.

A .M. 3575. UC 274.] About the time
that Nebemmb repair’d the Walls of Fern/z-
lem, before Chrift 430, about the fecond

year of the Pelepommefian War, that gricvous
Peftia

2 Kings 6.

2 Kings i
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Peftilence, call'd the great Plague of Attica,
began firlt in Ethispia; from thence it came
into Lybia and Egypt : It over-run Judea,
Phenicia, Syria and the whole Perfian Em-
pire : Erom thence it paffed into Greece, and
grievoufly affl-Gted the Arbenian State and all
the Roman Ewmpire. It broke our again at
Athens wich great Fury four years afterwards,
and fo much exhauiied.that City of i's Inha-
bitants, that for better replenifhing of i, a
new Law was made to allow cvery Man to
marry two Wives. T his Peftilence fpread
over the greateft Part of the World, conti-
nuing 1n fome Place or another for fificen
years together, and is the firf wniverfal Plague
we read of in Hiftory.

* Thucydides the Atbenian Hifforian has
given a very full Account of this Difeafe, ha-
ving had ichimlelf, and freely vifiteda great
many that were afl &ted wichit,  Hippocrates
that excellent Phyfician of Cos, wrote of it
as a Phyfician ; he /was at Atbens all the time
this Diftemper rag’d there ; and cleanfed
The[faly by burning the Woods, -which puri-
fy’d the Air; and Artaxerxes King of Perfia
promis’d him very great Rewards to come
inta his Dominions, to cure thofe who are
infe%ed with it 3 but he refufep them all.
1 I. Lucretius, who was three hundred years
afier them, has given usa Poetical Defeription
of it in thefe Lines, |
* % Thueyd fi&.*.lﬂrﬁfﬂ.ra.ﬁl&d . Y .

+ T. Lucret, .ib. 6, tne¢ 1. Dr, Prideaux Commef,
De.X. page 3150 Ufers Ammab poge 3ige Hiee
_ Hee
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' AV
Hec ratio quondam  Morborum, & Mortifer affm
Finibus Cecropiis funcftos reddsdic agros, &ec.

t A Plague thus rais’d laid learned Athens walt,
Thro’ every Street, thro’ all the Town it paft;
Blafting both Man and Beaff with poysnous Wind,
Death fled before, and Ruine [Falk: bebind.

From Egypt’s burning Sands the Feaver came,
More bor than thofe that rais'd the deadly flame ;
The Wind that bore the Fate went [lowly on,

And a5 it went was beard to figh and groan,

At lat the raging Plague did Atbens feize,

The Plague and Death attending the Difeafe :
T'hen Men did die by beaps, by beaps did fall,
And the whole City made one Funeral.

Firlty herce umufual Heats did feize the Head,
The glowing Eyes with blood-fhot=beams lookt red,
Like blazing Stirs approaching Fate forefhow'd;

he Mouth and Faws were fll'd wicth clorted blood,

he Tbroat with Uleers, the Tongue could fpeak no
i . mﬂrE, '. ¢ .. 1
But overflow'd and drown’d in putrid gore,
Grew ufelefs, rough, and fcarce could make a Moan,
And fcaree enjoy’d the wrerched Power to groan.
Nexr thro’ the Faws the Plague did reach the Breaff,
And there the Heart, the Seat of Life, pofleft;
Then Life began to fail, ftrange Stinks did come
From'every putrid Breaft, as from a Tomb;
A fad'Prefage that Death prepar'd the Room:
‘The Body weak, the Mind did fadly waie,
And fear’d, but could not flic approaching Fate
To thefe fierce Pains were joyn'd continual care,
And (ad eomplainings, groans, and deep defpair ;

+ The Plague of Athens by Mr. Creechs |

E Tor-
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3
Tormenting, vexing Sbs, and deadly Sighs,
Which ras’'d Convulfions, broke the vital Thes %
Of Mind and Limb;, and {o the Patient dies.

Yet touch the Limbs, the warmth appear’d not great,
It feem'd bur littie more than natural heat ;
Thne Body red with Ulcers, {woln with pains,
As when the * Sacred Fire fpreads o're the Veins;
Burt all within was Fire, fierce Fiam+s did burn,
No Cleaths could be endur’d, no Garments worn ;
But all (as if the Plague, that fird their blood,
Deftroy'd all Virtue, Modefty, and Good, )
Lay Naked, wifhing il for cooling Air,
Or ran to Springs, and hop’d to find it there :
And fome leapt into Wells, in vain; the Heat
Or ftill imcreaff, or fill remain’d as great.
In vain they drank, for when the /#ater came
To th’ burning brealt, it bifs’d before the flame
And thro’ each Moxth did Streams of Vapours rile,
Like Clouds, and darkned all the ambient Skies 3
The Pains conzinual, and the Body dead, 3
And [enflefi all, before the Soul was fled; g
Phyficians came, and [aw, and [hook their bead :
No Sleep, the pain’d and wearied Mens delight
The fiery Eyes, like Stars, waks all the night.

Befides, a rthoufand Symproms more did wait,
And rtold fad News of comtny baffy Fate:
Diftratted Mind, and fad and furious Eyes, |
* Short Breath, or conftant, deep, and hollow Sighs;
And buzzing Ears, and much and frothy Sweat
Spread o’re the Neck ; and Spittle thin with heat, -
But falt and yellow, and the Jaws being rough,
Could hardly be thrown up with violent Congh = -
The Nerves contralted, Strength.in Hands did fail,
And Cold crept from the Feet and fpread o'reall s .

_#“

* 8t. Amthany’s Fare. q
An
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And when Death came at laft, it chang’d the Nofe,
And made it (harp, and preft the Nofrilswlofe ;
Hollow’d the Temples, torc’t the Eye ballsxin,

And chill'd, and bird ned all, and fFretchih the Skin.

They lay not long, but foon did Liferefryn,

The warning was but thorr, Ezzbt Days, ar Nine,
If any liv’d, and fcape the faral day, oo

And if their Loofuefs purg'd the Plague away, §
Or Ulcers draind, yet they would foon decay ;-

Their weaknefs kill d them; or their poyfow’'d Blood,
And ffrength, with horrid Pains thro’ Noftrils low’d.
Bur thofe that felt no Flux, the ftrorg Difeafe

Did oft defcend, and wretched Adembers feize 3

And there it rag’d with cruel piins and {mare,

Too weak to kill the Whole, it rook a Payt:

Some loft their Eyes, and {'me peolong’d their Breath
By lofs of Hand 5 [0 firong the frar of Dearb.

The Minds of fome did dirk Oblivion blor,

And they their défions, and Themfelves forgot.

And tho’ the fcatter’d Bodies naked lay, |
Yet Beafts refus’d, the Birds fied all away, %
And us'd theic Wings to {hun their eafie Prey,

They fled the Stench, whem Tyrant Hunger preft,
And forc’d to talte, he prov’d a wrete - d Gueft, g '
"The Price was Life, it was a eoffly Feaft.
Few Birds appear’d, no Wing could ferve for Flight ;
The Beafts fcarce dar’d to truflt themfelves to Nighr;
The Plague walke thro’ the Woods, in every Den "
They lay and fizb°d, and groan d, and dy'd like M:=n. -
Tre fanhful Dogs did lie in every Street,
And dy’d avtheir expiring Mafters Feer, by
Diforder'd Funerals were hurried on, % 2
No decent Mourners, and no friendly Groan : %
Negleting others Fate all wept their Own, N
' . E 2 : No
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No common Remedy did Health impart
To All, Phyfick was grown a Private Aty
For thir which gave to On: frefh vigour, eafe, _
And Health #hd Sireng:h, and conquer’d the Difeafe,
E'en the“ﬁz;ké'-fbing, with equal Ar: apply’d,
Another 10k, and by the Phbyfick dy'd.

All the'Tnfected lay in deep” Defpair,
Expecting coming Death with conftant Fear
Pale Gboffs did walk before their Eyes, and fright,
No dawning Hopes broke thro their d/fmal Night,
No thoughts of Help. This was a grievous 1,
Thi¢ fharpn’d the Plague’s rage ; thefe fears did kill.

Befides, the ficrce Infection quickly fpread,
When ane poor Wretch was fall'n, to otbers fled;
One kill' d, the Murdever did caft bss Eye .
Around, and if be [aw a Witne(s by,
Sezz'd him for Fear of 4 Difcovery,
Thofe Wretches too, that greedy to Jive on,
Or fled, or left infected Friends alone,
Streight felt their Puniftment, and quickly found
No flight could fave, no Place fecure from Wound 3
A ftrong Infeition all their walk attends,
They fall as much neglefted as their Friends;
Like votsen Sheep they die in wretched ftate,
And none to Psty, or to Mourn their Fate, (cries
Thofe whom their Friends complaints, and piteous
- Did force to come, and fee their Miferies,
Recerv'd the faral and infeitious Breath,
£n inmocent Murderer He that gave 'em Death.
This kind of Deatd was beft; fo Men did choofe
(A wretched choice) this way their Life ro lofe !
Some rais'd their Friends a Pile, that Office done;
Return'd and griew’d, and then prepar’d their o :
Atreble Miﬁ-biﬁ_{ this, and no Relief, _
Not one but fuffer’d Death, Difeafe, or Grief.

The
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"The Shepherd midft his Flocks réfign’d his Breath,
T'h® infelted Plowman burnt, and ftarv’d to Death ;
By Plague and Famine both the Deed was done,
The Plowman was too [Frong to yield to One.
Here dying Parents on their Children cafty _
There Chaldren on their Parvemts breath’d their laft.
Th’ inteted Ploawman from the Country cazme,
He came, and brought with kim «dditional Flame,
Men flock’t from every part, all Places fill'd 5 (killds
Where th’ Croud was greas, by heaps the Sicknefs
Some in the Sireets, fome near the Fowntains lay,
W hich quencht their Flame; but wafht their Souls away:
And fome in publick, half alive, half dead,
With filthy Coverings o’re their Members pread,
Did lie and Rot 5 the Skin, the poor Remains -
Ot all the Flefb, the ftarting Bones conrams }
All cover'd o’'re with Ulcers, vext with Pains.

Death now had fil'd the Temples of the Gods,
The Priefts themfelves, no Beaff the Alt:r loadsz
Now no Religion, now no Gods were fear'd,
Greater than All the prefert Plague appedr’ds
All Laws of Burial loft, and all ¢ nfus'd,
No folemn Rites, no décent Order us'd ;
But as the State of Things would then permif;
Men burut their Friends, nor look’t on juft, and 63
And Want, and Poverty did oft ingage
A thoufind A&s of Violence, and Rape. Al
Some (O imperiots Want 1) 2 Carcafs fpoil,
And burn thesr Friend vpon another’s Pile;
And the would firive and Fight, and il defedd
And often rather Die, than leave tHeir Friefid's.
The Orbeér loft his Psle by pioui Theft, e
A poor Pofleflion, All that Fare had left. ;

Aad
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And Virgil, whofucceeded Lucretins, gives an ex2ék
Account of this Peftilence, and how it had laid wafte
all Iraly, Venice, Greece, and Gaul, deftroying both
Man and Bealt there ; thus he fings,

Tuvs fciat, aerias * Alpes, & Norica fi quis
Caftella in Tumuiss, O Japidis arva Timavi

A Dire Example of this Truth appears,

When after fuch a length of Rolling Ye rs

We (ee the noked Alps, and thin Remaios

Oi fcatter’d Cotts, and yet unpeopled Plains,

Oance fill'd with grazing Flocks, Shepherds happ/,
- Reigns.

Here from the vicious Air and fickly Skies

A Plague did on the dumb Creation nife,

During the Autumnal Heats th’ InfeCtion grew,

Tame Cartle and the Beafts of Nature flew 5

Pois'ning the ftanding Lakes and Pools impure,

Nor was the foodful Grafs in Fields fecure,

Strange Death ! For when the thirfty Fire had drunk

Their vital Blood, and the dry Nerves were Shrunk,

When the contralted Limbs were cramp'd, even then

A warrilh Humour fwell’d, and Ooz’d again;

Converting into Bane the kindly Juice

Ordain’d by Nature for a better ufe,

The ViGim Ox that was for Altars preft, :

Trim'd with white Ribbons, and with Garlands dreft

Sunk of himfelf without the Gods Command,

Préeventing the {low Sacrificers Hand:

Or by the holy Burcher it he fell .

Th’ infpected Entrails cou’d no Fates foretell.

o s vmns

# Virgil Georgic, kib. 3. Iim. 470, wid. Serv. im Virgil.
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The Thriv'n Calves in Meads their Food forfake,
And render their fweet Souls before the plenteous Reck,
The fawning Dog runs mad, the wheafing Swine
With Coughs is choak’d and labours from the Chine,
"The Victor Horfe forgetful of his Food

The Palm rencunces, and abhors the Flood. Dryden, & ¢.

A. M. 3523.U.C. 292.] A violent Plague 4, T.Liv.
began in Rome in September, and continued
a whole year; firft the Cattle, then the Peo-
ple were infected ; whereby the fourth Part
of the Senators, twoConfuls, L. Ebutins, and
P. Serwilius Prifcus, almoft all the Tribunes,
with many other Perfons of Note, and fuch
a vaft Number of inferior People as could
not be counted.

A-M 3601, U, C. 300.] The molt fe-
vere Plague that ever had been known, rag'd
then in Rome; it took away the Conful Qain-
tilime and his Deputy Sp. Furius, three Tvi=
bunes, an Augure, the Prielt of Quirinus,
moft Part of the Semators and the half of the
Romans, their Confederates the Volfci, Sa-
bimes, and others, and almoft all che Cartle,

A. M, 3619.U.C. 318.7] The Plague
began in Rowze with divers dreadful Prodi-
gies, and rag’d fo for two years, that the
People were (o wafted, that they could not
make any defence againft their Enemies ;
whereupon the Fidenites and Veientes enter’d
their Territories, and came fo far as the
Gate call’d Collina,

A M.3644.U.C. 343.] A Famine and
Peftilence in Rome, {wept away a great many
People of all Sexes and Conditions,

: A, M.
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- * A M 36579.U.C. 356,7] The Plague
rag’d fo violently in Rome and through
Italy, that having no other Remedy, they
confulted the Books of the Sibylls, wherchy
they were advis'd to celebrate that great
Ceremony called Lediifternium the firfk tme ;
twas afterwards perform’d in time of fome
publick Calamity only, and in rhis manner ;
they took the Statues of their Gods down
from their Pedeftals, they laid them upon
flately Beds made for that purpofe in their
Temples with Pillows under their Heads,
end magnificently entertain’d them on pur-
pofe to pacify them. Laftly, they open’d
the Gates of the Ciry to all Foreigners, they
forgotand forgave all Quarrels and Animo=
ficies, granted Laberty to all Prifoners, and
entertain’d Strangers {plendidly for nothing.

A M. 3672.U.C. 3 7] A great Plague
and Famine cut off vaft multitudes in the
Gity of Romeand Country. =

4. M. 3691.U.C. 390.] Another Plague
broke out in Rome by the overflowing of the
Tyber 3 and to put allop to it, they celebras
ted the former (>lemn- Feaff. > 3

A. M. 3721, U.C, 320.] A Peftilence
rag'd in Rome; and two. years a‘ter there
was a great Mortality among the Men only.
"The Caufe of it wasfor a loag time un=
krown, rill a Slave declar’d to rhe Senate,
that moft part of the Romaw Matrons had
plotted to deftroy all the Men by a peifon’d
drink ; whereupon twenty of them were

.! Tie, Live bccﬂ. 1, ib. g. H.uul: Danet. Di&. Anc.
; ; appre=
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apprehended, and being order'd to drink it,
they 'dy’d therewith, Afterwards one hun-
dred and feventy more of them were appre-
bended and put to Death ; thus they put a
Stop to that Moral'ry, K-

A M 3759 U7 Co458 ] The Romans .
being affl sted with a Plague, fint Ambafla-
dors to the | habirants of Epidasrasa Civ in

Dalmatia, now.call'd Ragufa; with rich Pre-

fents tor cEfcelupizs rhe God of Pbyfick who
h:d been a Nuative there 3 in order (if pofii-
bie) to bring him to Rome. The Epidaurians
eirg uawilling to part with rheirr God, a
huge Ser pent fwam uboa'd, and woun ! 1:felf
round in the Stern of ore of their Gallies
which they tcok'ro be /£, wlapime,and brought |
1t to Remse with great S e ity : He landed
at an Iflind'in the Tjber, and there they buile
a-Temple o his Huncur, But in the miean
time the Plagwe ubated. " O! the Blindnefs

~and Superftiion of thofe times, yet God of

his infinite’ Mercy winked ar them, he over-
looke' their brutifh and. abfurd Notions of

the Deicy and deftroy’d them not: But thanks
be to God, who bath dclivered us from the
Power of Darknefs, and hath tranflated us into

 the Kimgdows of bis dear Som,

A. M, 3764 In Sicsly A Plague Con-
fumed the Carthagivian Army. =~

Ai M. 3790. U. C.]' A Plague fo wafted
Rome, that they wanted Neceffaries : for

burying the Dead 3 and could not raife eight

- Legions to defend the Empire.

F A M.
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A .M. 38:8. U. C. g27.] ™ A Plague
broke out 1n Rome , which beginning wirh
great Rains oblig’d the Confuls to retire 5 and
rag'd fo, thar they could not carry on the
War in Liguria and Lombardy. _

A M. 3848.U C. 547.] Such A
Peftilence rag®d in Rome, that there fcarcely
remain’d lwing fufficient to bury the Dead.

A M 3859. U. C. 608.] Upon =
Ruin of the famous City ot Carthage, a Pe-
ftilence fpread over all Africa by reafon of
valt Swarms of Locufts, which having eat
up all the Fruits of the Earth. the Stench of
them began that great African Plague. which
deftroyd both Men ond Beaft : In Numsdia
alone 800,000 dyed ; about Uica 30000
Soldiers that were left to guard rhofc Pares,
and more than 1500 dead Corpfes were
carried thro” one Gate of that City in a Day:
And abour Carrhage above 200,000 People
dyed in a few days,

A. M. 3873, U. C. §72.1 This year
the Third Itelian Plague began, which was
fo Mortal, that the Remams could not raie
8coo Foot and 300 Horfe againft the
War in Sardinia.

A M. 3889 U. C. §887]  Another
Plague lay very hard upon Rome,

A. M. 3978.1 1 25 Years before Chrift’s

Incarnation, in the 1375 yesr of the Reign

* Salian, Annal. Eccl. V. T, Tom. 5. T. Liv, ), 40,
Clwver, Hift, Mundi. : :

t Dr. Prideaux Conneét: Parz. IL. p. 468. Uffer.Annal
p- 580. Sic affeto Herode fupervenic prftis, qua Plebis
& Alicorum majorem partem Abftulit. ¢

LN
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of Herod, 2 Famine and Peflilence fwept
away the greatclt Part of his Courtiers and
Commonalty. But for a Remedy of this
Calamity, Hered melied down all the Plate
of his Place (his Treafure being exhaufted)
even the moft Valuuble of it ; and making
Money of it, fent 1t into Egypr to buy Corn,
to relieve the Neceflities ot his People and
Neighboars in Syris, who were under the
fame Diftrefs; he provided alfo Cloaths to
them, becaufe the Flocks of Fudea were con-
fum’d by the great Drougnt. By thefe AQs
ot Charity and G nerofity, he not only re-
¢ mciled unto him rhe Affection of his People,
but alfo made his Name fimous among the
Ncighb uring Nations, gamning among them
the Repuration of a wife, gracious and genc-
raus Prince ; which fhews the extraordinary
Force and Power of Charity ; ’twill procure
the Love of Enemies ; "tis amiable and beau-
tiful in it felf. ir renders a Man fuch to others,
and covers a Multitude of Sins. '

A. M. 4032 a:d of our Lord J<fus Chrift
29.] 't A Peftilence (pread over all Iraly, with
fuch a Mortality, that few or none remained
to till the Ground. Neither muft we expe&t
to be altogether free from thefe common Ca-
lamities under the Lord Fefus, Seeing he
has told usy there [hall be Famines and Pe- Mat. 24s
[Filences in divers Places. B IR

A, D. 43.] * Second year of Claudius the
Romanw Emperor, England was vilited with

+ Saliani Annal. Eccl. Tom. 6, ad 4. M. 4032.
* Brictith Chronologer. o

F 2 fuch
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fuch a dreadful Peftilence, that the. Quick
were fcarce fufficient to bury the Dead.

. A.-D. 41.] * A great Famine rag d over
all Judea, and the whole World in rhe fifth
and lixth years of Claud:zs, which Apabas by
Revelation from the Spirit of God had tores
told fome time before. ’Twas fo great,
that the Chbrsfsans in all Places according to
their Ability thought it their Dury to relieve
the Fews: Helen Queen of the Adiabeni
bought agreat deal ot Corn out of Egypt
at a very dear Price ; and St. Psu/ made a
Collection among the Corinrhians, Galatians,
and other Gentiles, for relief of the poor Chri-
ltians of Fudea, which reaches us to follow the.¢
Examples in the time of fuch grievous Ca-
lamities.

A.D.54.] A grievous Famine {pread
over Brstaim, fo_that the Inhabirants were
forc’d . to eat Dogs, Cats, Rats, and other
Vermine; which was follow'd '

A.D. §7.] With a great Plague in
Britain. X

4. D, 65.] When Nero was Emperor,
a great Peftilence in Rome (wept away 30000
People in the Harveft time. Y ads |

A.D. 70.] When Vefpafian and Titus
carried on the Wars againit the Fews, be-
{ides the infinite Numbers that fell by their
Sword : There was alfo fuch a dreadful Fa-

T

% A& 11, 28. Eufcb. Ecel, Hitt. 1. 7.%¢. 8. & 12. Dr.
Hammond-indoc, —-ommec o oo e
1 Peftilentia unjus Autumni, qus triginta funerom
millia in rationem Libitinz venerune, Sust, in Nere €.39.
A~ . mine
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mune in Ferufalem, that a noble Womar bov
her own Child to eat ir. Ater which, fo gresr
a Peftilence immediarlyxnfued, that trem rhe
firlt of April to the firlt of Fuly tollowivg,
115,080 Carcafes ot the poorer Sort were
carry’d out vo be buryec at the publickCharge,
egnd 600000 of the oirdinary Rark were
calt Dcad eut of the Gates of the City ; and
when they were not able to bury thum, they
gathercd their Bodies together into the grea-
eft Houfes adjoining, and there fhut them
up- Thus fome reck ned Twelve hundred
and Forty rthoufard and upward of th:m, that
were cut off by the Sword in the deftruction of
Ferufalem and other Cities of Fudea ; behdes
innumerable Numbers of them that are omit-
ted, and dy’d by Plague, Peftslence, Famine,
MafJacres, and other means. ' So never a
Nation languifh’d in fuch a deplorable man-
ner, nor {uffer’d fuch Miferies.  For all thefe revir. 26,
Curfes and Calamities came upon them at '+
that time that Mofes and Jefus Chrift had f;::‘:s'::
foretold them for their Wickednefs. )
A.D.88.] A Peftilence rag’d inthe Nor-
thern Parts of England, | |
A.D. 92.] The fame alfo infected Scot-
land fo furioufly, that 150,000 People dy’d.
A.D. 1c2.] A great Plague (pread over
all Brstasm, which was occafion’d by the ex-
traordinary Mortality and Putrefaétion of the
Fifh in moft Rivers of both Nations.
 A.D. 114.] t A Pettilence in Wales kill'd
45000 People. . stk o =

+ C. Tacit. Annal, kb, 16. . 13.
I A‘ D‘
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A, D. 134.] Tn the Reign of Adrian, 2
great Famine and Peitilence cur oft many more
of the Fews and fome of the Heathens in the
Empire ; befides thof: vaft Numbers of them
that were cut off before by the Sword.

A. D. 137 ] Aoother rag'd in Tork, which
almoft difpeopi d that City, |

A. D. 146.] APlagne brake outin Scot-
land,

A D 151,] Avother deftroyed much
People in ta'es.

A. D.160.] A great Famine and Pe-
ftilence ‘cut cff many thoufancs of Peopie in
Scotland.

A. D, 169.] A Plague did much Harm
in Wales,

4.D. 170.] * When M. Aurel. and L.
Verus were Emperors, 2 dreadtul Peftilence
broke out on this Occafion. Ferus having
continued four years in an EXpedition in the
Eaft, and after much Bloodfhed at the taking
and plundering of Babylon; the Roman Sol-
diers pillaging the Temple of Apolls, in a place

under Ground, found a little Golden Coffer,

which upon their Opening of it, caft forth
a horrible Infeéion, which fpread itfelf
thro’ the army. At his Return he carry’d the
Plague over all the Provinces thro’ which he
paffed; and caufed the Infe&ion to fpread
through Irsly, and almoft all the Empire:

* Baron, Annal. Tom. 1. Echard R, Hifts 7. 2.
pe 119, Cluver. Hift. Mundi.
' " It
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It was {o mortal, that for want of Men, they -
took Carts and Wains to carry out the Dead.
Then they redlified and ftriétly obferved the
Scvere Laws of Antominus, abour burying the
Dead, wiz. that no Violence (hould be offer’d
to Sepulchres, and that the Poor f{hould be
burycd at the charge of the Publick. This
Plague was follow’dwith aFamine,Earthquake,
Inundarions Caterpillars, and bloody Wars,
in ltaly, and other Provinces: To put a Stop
to thefe dreadful C:lami:ies, the vigilant and
prudent Emperor ufed all Methods human
and divine with infinite Zeal and Superfti-
tion. He fent for Priefts from all Pars to di-
fpatch the innumerable Compuny of Sacrifices
vowed and offercd upon this Occafiony ce=
lebrated all the facred foreign Rites that were
ever known in Rome, purged the City by all
manner of ways ; celebrated the Solemnities
called . Leftifferina feven days together, If
this Heathen was at fo much pains.to im-
plere the Help of his vain Idols ; how much-
more fhould we #rife and call upon the living
and true God, who will bear us in the day of

| trouble,

A. D, 180.] *In the Reign of Commodus,
a greatPlague brokeout upon rhe Martyrdom
of St. Polycarp and other Chrsfftans ; which
fpread over Italy,Greece, and almoft all the Kos -
man Empire: In Rome alone it made 2000Fu-

‘nerals every day for a confiderable time. Do

tells us, that he never knew fuch a dreadfu] -
* Dic.. in Commods Gomput. IM:;;';dchl;génf. .

Cansy 2. €0 2»
Pefi-
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Peftilence before, and 'rthat many wicked
Men were hired to throw litile Needles dip’d
in Poifor upon the People, whereby many
thoufands were cur off.

A.D. 211.7] After a Comet had appear’d
for'a Month aver Lomdon, a great Plague
rag’d in it for a long time.

A.D.222.] A great Peftilence in Scoz-
Jand deftroy’d above 100,000 Pecple.

A.D. 228 ] By a grievous Famine there,
thofe that efcap’d were ftarv’d to Death,

A.D. 238.] Such a dreadful Famine
prevail’d again in Scotland, that the People
kill’d their own Children for Food, -

A.D. 2¢6. ] * When Gallus and Voly-
Jian his Son were Emperors, a dreadful Pe-
ftilence began in Etbiopia, which infeéted all
Kingdoms in the Worid in fuch an ucheard
of manner, that no Houfe, no City, no Pro-
vince efcap’d the Smart of its Fury; there-
fore ’tis impoffible to calculate the Number
of the dead : However it put a Stop to all
Commerce, Converfation and Ufe of Letters
among Men. Baromins fays, it continued
from 4. 25 ¢ to the year 265, i.e. 50 years,
but others affirm 1§ years. Nay, the Reign
of thefe Emperors was only remarkable for
the great and continu’d Plagues without In=
termiffion and they were very much beloved
on this Account ; becaufe they took care of
M

* Baron. Annal, Te, 14 Salian. Annal. Eccl. Eufeb.
Hift. Ecel, 1 7. &3z Echard, Rom, Hiff, %ol 2.
P 4%0. Cluver. Hift, Mundi in' Gallo.~ Speed’s Hift,
of Brits p. 2.

every
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“every ones, even the pooreft Man's Funeral,

A.D. 259.] A great Famine and Peftie

lence rag’d in Wales.

A.D. 263.] In the ninth of Gallienss Ema
peror, that dreadful Peftilence broke out a-
gain with rthe vlual Fury ; fo that in Rome
and in feveral Cities of Achaia no lefs than
sooo dy’d of the fime Difeafe in one Day :
And under Flavius Claudiuns the Emperor, after

‘he defeated the Armics ofthe Gorhs, 200,000

dy’d of icat Sirmium in Pannonia, and ma-
ny thoufands befides.

A.D.266.] APlague devoured fo many
Souls in Scotland, that the living were fcarce
fufficient to bury the dead.

A, D.272.7] Such a Famine and Pefti-
lence prevail'd in Britain, that the People
were forc’d to make Bread of the Barks of
Trees, Turnips, €. -

A.D. 288.] Another Plague rag’d in
Britain, Wales and Scotland with much Fu.
ry, and cut off many thoufands.

A. D. 3067 A griévous Famine and
Peftilence rag'd in Scatland, and continu'd

four years together.

A. D. 311.7] * When Maximinus Empe-
ror began the fixth general Perfecution, a
dreadful Famine began in his Army at the
Siege of Aquileis, which was fo grear, thac
one Meafure of Wheat coft 2400 Artic
Drachmas, i.e. 85 ). 18s. 9dv Englifb
Money ; befides, many thoufands drop’d

* Baron, Annal, Tem. 3, p, 6, Comput. Magd.b.
Cent, 's. ¢ 14. '
G down
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-down dead in the Streets, and in the Fields:
- Some eat the Grafs and poyfonous Herbs,
whereby they dy’d in very great Mifery :
The dead lying unbusied for many days, and
being devour'd by the Dogs, &e, So great
a Pellilence enfued, that § 000 dy’d in aday.
But the Chriftians by their fingular A&s of
Charity {av’d many from narving ; which
turn’d the Hearts ot the Heathens 1o the true
Faith, and tolove thofe which they had per-
fecuted before.  And this put a ftop to'that
cruel Perfecution, fo God brings Good out
of Evil. |
A4.D. 333.] A great Plague broke out
in Scotland : And in . |
4. D. 338, | Above 40000 were flarv’d
to Death in Britain and Wales. e
_ 4.D.375.] APlague {wept away 43000
People in #ales. _
A.D. 376.] * Under Valens the Empe-
vor, a Famime and Peftilence rag’d violently
in many Parts of the Roman Empire. - It was
occalion’d by the bloady Wars, Devaftations
and Maflacres by the Gorhs, who then wafted
all before them by Fire and Sword, .. -
4. D. 409, | A Peflilence rag’d in th
North of England, and deftroy’d almoft. all
the Inhabitants ot the City of York,
A.D. g10.] When Honorius and Theo-
dofis were Emperors, a violent Peftilence
{ciz’d Rome : Alarich the Goth befieg’d  the
City, and the Romans not having Graves e-
nough within, the dead lay unburied, and

-

* Barou, Annals Tom, 4., P 290 Tom, g, p. 418,
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infeGed the Living : But whom the Plagus
had lefr, he Murderd at the Sacking of Romze.

4. D. 438.) Aviolent Peftilenceand Fa-
mine rag'd in England. '

A4, D. 44.0.) It {pread into Scotland, and
cut off moft of the Inhabitantsof ¢ hatKingdom.

A, D, 447) * What the Swoid and Fa-
miine had {par’d in Ewngland in the former
years, a fore Peftilence {fwepraway : So that
the Living f{tarce (uffic’d to bury the Dead.
© A'D.454.) A dreadlul Plague {pread
over all the Eafferm Countries.

A.D. 467.) When Leo was Empzrer, a
terrible Plague rag’d in Rowe.

A. D. 470.) A great Famine and Plague
broke out in Scotland by countinual Rain for
ten Months: In J#ales by a great Snow ;
And in

A.D. 477 ) It began in England by vaft
Swarms ot Locu/f s, which devour'd the Fruits
of the Earth.

A, D, A80.,) 1 Another Plague cur off
many thoulands in Scorland.

A D. 348.) When Zewo was Emperor,
after a leng Drowth over all 4ffica a Fa-
mine and Peftilence deftroy’d moft of the
Africans.

A. D, ge2,) 'A great Pellilence and
‘Mortality deftroy’d both Man and Bealt in
‘Scotland.,

A.D.sx5.) ‘A great Famine and Plague
rag’d in Britain : And in

*Terrell's Gen. Hift, of Engl, Ful, 1 Book 3. p. 117.
§ Britifh Chronologer. ' |
A G 2 A. D,
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A. D. §23.) Another Plague cut off
many Souls in Scot/and : And in

A.D, §37.) Itprevaild in North-Wales:
And n '

A.D. §31.) It (pread into Sourh-Wales,
and took away great Multitudes in both
Nations. ._

A.D. §39.) 1 1Ia the beginning of Tufi-
mian Lmperor, the Perfiams, Saracens, Goths,
Vandals, Franks, and other barbarous Na-
tions, made fuch dreadful Devailations and
Maflacies in the Empire; that the Earth was
left uncultivated: This occafion’d the moft
ho:rible Famine in Iraly that was ever heard
~of: In fome places they were forc’d to make
Bread of Acorns, fome fltoop’d down to eat
Grafs, but being unable to rife up, they
dy’d with fome of it in their Mouths: Some
deftroy’d themfelves to prevent the Torments
of 2 lingring Death: Two Women living
1na Houfeaccuftomed to entertain Paflengers,
kil’d 19 of them while they {lept one after
another, and devour'd them : And fome Mo-
thers in the Bitternefs of Hunger murder’d
and eat their own Infants. It was (o grie-
vous and mortal, that no lefs than §ooo0
Perfons are faid to have been ftarv’d to death
inthe Picentin alone, and in Greece many more,

4.D, 544.and 18 of Fuffinian Emperor.}
®An univerfal Peftilence began av Pelufium in

T Baron, Annal, ad Ann. Mr. Echard. Rom. Hift. #4l,

4 Page 123,
* Baron. Annal, Evagrius fchol. &b, 4. ¢, 29. M.
Echard. Rom, Hift, #9l, 4 in Juftinian. g
Egypts
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Egypt, and from thence fpread over the whole
World, fparing neither Age, Sex, Conftitu~
tion nor Degree among Men ; no Family,
City, Country, neither Ifland, Cave, nor
Tops of Mountains upon Earth. It began
with Apparitions of evil Spirits in human
Shape, who ftruck and frighted Men fo, that
they went mad and dy’d immediately: Some
faw them in their Sleep 5 others fancy’d they
heard a Voice telling them, they were en-
roll’d in the Number of thofe that were ap-
pointed to die: Some were {ciz’d with a dead-
nefs upon their Spirits, and an Inclination to
Sleep ; and unlefs Care was taken to feed
them, they ftarv’d themfelves to Death: The
Sick were generally taken with great and
painful Swellings in their Groin, therefore it
was call’d Peffis Inguinaria. 'The Contagion
infeéted others upon their Approach, or tou-
ching the infected ; nay, upon feeing them
at a diftance. In the 2d year of its Tyranny
it vifited Conffantinople with that Fury, that
for four months at firft, five, and fometimes
ten thoufand and upwards dy’d every day.
Thus it continu’d §2 years together in one
place or another, fo that the greateft Partof
Mankind then living may be faid to have
been deftroy’d by it.

4. D. §52.] A great Famine and Peftilence
began in Scotland, thro’ continual Rain for
five months. -

A. D, 555 29. Fuftinian.) APlaguecons
fum’d the Franks and German Soldiers, as
tliey i;fadtd 1;:3, and plunder’d d]tl;:‘ 'g':m-

es, &c. asajuft Judgmentupen their Sacri-

ge and Barbarity. A, D.
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- AoD. 565.] * When Fuflinian the Em-
peror dy’'d, that Plague broke out in Rome,
{pread over all Jraly, pafi'd into Spais, and
Portrgal; and from Spam in |

A.D.583 ] It enter’d into Franmce by an

intected Ship: And . from thence over all
Denmark, Sweden, Mufcovy, and all the
Norihera Countrices,

. D. 590.] V. Of Maurit. Emperor, A
violent Piague (wept away Pelagius the Pope
i the firlt place, and moft of the People of
Rome. . At was cccafion’d by a greav Jowmda-
tion of the Tyber and putrify’d Serpenes which
lay drowned upon the Shore, It began with
an Inflammation of the Groin, andis cal’d
Pefiis Ingwmaria : Many dropt down dead as
they fneized ; and this gave the Original to
that Cwffors among us of faying, God blefs you.
At thattime Gregory the Great was cholen his
Succeflor tho’ uawillingly ; and in the year
600, compos’d -and firft intituled the Ufe of
the Great Sevenfold Litany againft that pub-
lick Calamity, which was (o mortal; that 8o
dy’d in.an hour: And that Litany has been
ever fince ufed in the Latin Church,

A.D.625.] A grievousFamineandPlague

rag'd in Britain,

A. D. 664.] t A raging Plague continued
in Brittain, for the Space of Five years, firft
depopulating the Southern Patts, then the
Northern, where 7uda, a very pious Bifhop
of Holy-Ifland deceafed, and many thoufands

- Ba:uﬁ'._. Aanal. Tom, 8. Cluv. Hift. Mundi. Hooker
Eccl. Policy page 194, ForbesInft, Higt, pege 168. -
T Terrell’s Gen, hift, of England, Bosk ¢, pi 109,269
7 i Difvegides,
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befides, afterwards it. invaded Feland with
great Fury. - - '

A. D. 665.] Under Comfians 1. Emperor,
after it had Rain’d Afhes, a dreadful Plague
began in Italy, It is reported, that a Ghf
went about founding an horn, and knock-
ing at every door, and {o many knocks as he
gave, 1o many dyed in that Houfe.

<. D.678.] t When Ecgfrid K. of Noye
thumberland reign’d, there was nevera drop
of Rain in England for T'hree years together 3
this was followed with 2 Famine and Pe-
ftilence, which fwept away Cedda the Bifhop
of the Mercians, and many thoufands. But
Viulfrid B. of York releived many of the poor
Saxons, by teaching them the Art of fifhing,

4. D. 680.] A grievous Plague raged
again in Reme, and other Ciies of Iraly in
July, Auguft and September, which laid Tici-
#um Walte and other Cities, .

4. D. 681.] A great Plague raged in
England. = |

4. M. 696, * Under Leontius the Empe-
ror, A deadly Contagion (called the Plague of
the Buboes, becaufe People were taken at firft
with great Swellings in the Groin, and other
Parts of the Body ) broke out in Conftan=
tinople, which in the Space of five Months
cut off a valt Number of the Inhabitanes,

4. D, 703.] There was a great Peftilonce
in Scotlgnd : Andin, -

4. D.713.) It broke out again there,
~ devouring what had clcaped the former.

.1 Baron. Annal, Tvm, 2, page 562, Beda it 4,
* Baron, Anngl, 7 0 9u - piige 1824 & page 17,
b S .A; Di’
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A. D.71v7.) Leo. Il Jfaur. Emperor, A
deadly Plague and Famine began in Conffan-
tinople afcer the Saracens had belieged it for
Three Years ; which cut off 300,000 Peo-
ple in a very thort time 5 befides fuch a grear
Number of the Enemy dyed, that of 3000
Sail, fcarcely five returned home. After-
wards it invaded Rome alfo, and cut off
30000 of its Inhabirants.

A.D. 729.) A great Plague raged in
the City of Norwich.

A D.739.) A great Famine and Pefti-
lence fpread over Britain, Wales, and Scot-
land.

A. D. 749.) 1 V. Of Conf?ant. Copron. the
Emperor, a furious Peflilence broke out in
Calabria, pafling thro’ Sicily into Greece and
Thrace, it invaf_ed Conflantinople ; where it
rag’d with that infatiable Thirft for three
years together, infomuch that the Living
were hardly fufficient to bury the Dead: and
at laft, there was fcarce Ground enough for
Isterment. l’I’hnl:e this Plagu; was acknow-
ledged by all to be the immediate Finger of
Go%f tll:ayt it ferv'd rather to terrify thgz re-
form Mankind. It was obferv’d, that they who
feiz’d with this Contagion, were doom’d to
die by little Croffes made as it were with Oyl
on thelr Gloaths, which by no Art could be
remov’d.

A.D.762.) A great Plague fpread over
Wales.,

A.D.771.) ‘A %m}t Plague at Chichefter
cut off 34.000 Souls. g .

® Echard Rom, hift, Feh 4 page 359s - -

A.D.
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A.D: 774) A grievous Famine and Peftilence
{pread over all the Weft of Scotland : And in

A.D. 785.7 It extended over the whole Kingdom.

A.D. 788.7 A great Plague rag’d in the City
of Canterbury: |

A.D. 8cc. ] Uader Charles the Grear, a moft
dreadful Peftilence fpread cver all the Eaff,

A.D. 803. ] A moft grievous Peftilence rag'd in
Scotland, |

A. D. 820. ] *Bythe Abundance of Rain in France
for many Months, a Pligue began there, and cen-
fum’d both Men and Beafts.

A.D. 823. 7 A great Famine and Peltilence, did
much harm in Seotlund.

~A. D. 825. ] In the Reign of Lewis the Picus, a
Peftilence kill’d almeoft all the Inhabitants in Framce
and Germany. .

A, D. 836. ] Such a grievous Famine and Mor-
tality rag’d ia Wales, that the Country was cover'd
over divers Places with the Carcaflcs of Men and
Beafts.

A.D. 853.] A great Peftilence fpread in many
Parts of Scotland. |

A.D.856.] Lud. 1. Emp. After a great Inur-
dation of the River Tyber, a Conrtagion (call’d the
Peflilence of the Faws, becaufe it affeCted the Throat
and Jaws, with incredible Fluxion and Pain) infected
Rome and cut off many Souls.

A.D.863.7) A great Famine and Peltileace rag’d
in Scotland.

A.D. 869,71 A great Famine and Mortality con-
tinued 10 Months, when the Dawifh Army lay ar York.

A.D. 884..7 The City of Oxford was then vifired
with the Plague,

:Bﬂan. Anzal. Tom, 10, Peflilentia faucum didta ek,
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4.D. 887.7 A grievous Famine and Mortalicy
continued 2 Years in England : And in

A.D.890. 7 * It fpread into Scorland,

4. D.897. ] A great Plague rag’d in England ;
by which feveral Bithops and great Men died, a vaft
number of the common People 3 and alfo much Cartle,

4. D.922,] A great Plague in Scotland fwept
away many.

A. D. 930. ] { Under Conftant. V1. a Plague rag’din
Conffantinople, and with much fury almotft depopulated
that Populous City. -

A.D. 931.] A grievous Famine and Mortality rag'd
in Wales. .

A. D. 936.] Amoft terrible Famine began in Scoz-
land, and continu’d 4 Years 3 fo that they were ready to
€at one another.

A.D.954.] A great Peftilence in Scotland cut off
above 48,000 Souls, _ -

4. D. 961.] Agreat Mortality rag’d in London,

4. D. 964.) A violent Plague confum’d the greateft
Partof Qrho’s Army, both noble and ignoble.
4. D. 968. A grievous Famine and Plague depopu-
lated feveral Towns and Villages ig Britain.

4.D.982.) 9, Otho 11 Emp. A grievous Famine
and Peftilence rag’d thro’ all the Eaftern and Weftern
- Empire: which was thought to be a Judgment from

Heaven, becaufe of the Impiety of Pope Fobn 16th. a

moft Monftrous Atheift. But the People of Lzcede-
mone being almoft all confuni’d, and being deftitute of

all human Aid, they implored the Divine -

; and by
the Prayers of St. Nico (as Baron. affirms) they were
deliver'd therefrom. :

* Terrells Gen, Hift, of Engl,ad An, + Ech. Rom, Hit, V. .
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A.D. 988.) t A terrible Peftilence and Famine

thro’ all Germany, was occafion’d by a long drought,
which confum’d all the Fruits of the Earth ; whereby -
many Thoufands perifh’d in grear Mifiry.
4. D.1006.) * Bafil. and Conftant. Emp. A dread ul
Famine and Pcltilence walted Germany, France, Italy, .
and all the Roman Provinces to that Degree, that the
Living not being able to bury the Dead, many of them
dropt down into the Graves along with them. But
St. Odilo, Abbot of Cluniac, having parted with all
that he had to relicve the People from ftarving: At
laft he difpos’d of the Crown which the Emperor had
beitow'd upon him; nay, broke the Church Plate, and
Ornaments to buy Corn for their Relief: And finding
two Boys ftarved to Docath in the Streets, he ftripe
him(elf of his Flannel Wafte-Coar, wherewith he
wrapt the Corpfes, and fo buried them both; by fuch
Acts of Chariry he fupported many Thoufands from
ftarving, and was a happy Means by his Prayers and
Supplications, to put a fop to the Plague. Whata
glorious Work is it, for (uch Men to fand in the Gap *
Like Phinceas, they tvrn away God's Anger from bis’
Peaple.  Surely they are Men: grectly beloved of God
and Man. |
. #A.D.5008.) A grievous Famine and Peftilence
rag'd in Wales.

A. D.1025.) When Canutus the Dane reign’d,

there wasa very great Plague in the North of Esgland.
~ 4.D.1029.)t Conrad. 1 Emp, A Plague devour'd

the People of Limofis in France, in fuch a dreadful
- Manner, that no Remedies couw’d prevail againft ir,
uatil their Bifhops having made laterceflion to the

t Baron. Tomn. 10. pr 844. * Britith Chronol, + Baron. Annal.,
Tome KL [4 26 pu 99, Cluver Hift. Mundi,
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Body of St. Martiali, their firft Bifhop and Patron
(as Baronius affirmeth) they were delivered from it : Bue
he might as well have afcrib’d this to Zfewlapins, as
the old Romans did,

A. D. 1030.) * Under Romanus 11, Emp. So great
a Plague and Famine rag’d throughout Cappadacia,
Paphlagonia, Armenia, and feveral other Provinces,
that the Inhabitants were forc’d to difperfe themfelves
into other Parts of the Empire.

A. D. 1038. )t Under Conrad. Il iEmp. In the Month
of Fuly, a raging Plague cut off the greater Part of the
Imperial Army, and moft of the Inhabitants of the
Adriaric Shore, it continu’d 3 Years in Zhrace, and
laid Pergamus and other Cities Walte. It was occa-
fion’d by the Stench of vaft Swarms of Locyfts, which
(having devour’d every kind ef Fruit) the Wind blew
into the Sea.

A. D. 1042.) A grievous Famine and Plague rag’d
in England : And in -

A. D. 1047. ) It invaded Scotland with much Fury,

" A.D.10§3.) *Under Hen. lII. Emp. A great Pefti-
lence {wept away the 3d Part of the People of Germa-
7y, and other Countries; therefore the Emperor call’d
a Council at Goflar that Year, to implore the divine
Mercy : whereat Pope Viflor II. was prefent, and
feveral Ecclefiafticksot the greateft Qualiry.

A.D. 1066. )t When Conffant. Ducas was Emp.
the Uzisgns, a People of Scythia, pafs’d the Iffer, with
an Army of §eo0,000 Men, and madea terrible Inun-
dation inro the Roman Empire, deftroying all before
them. The Pious Emperor betogk himfelf to Prayer,
Humiliationand Fafting ; and afterwards march’d with

* B4r, Echard Rom. Hift, Vol. g, P 146, + Cluver, Hift, mun;

di. % Mr. Sewage Hift, of Ger, p. 114, + Baron. Annal, Tom. XL
Mr. Ech, Rom, Hiit. w. 5. p. 187, P
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an handful of Men: But God fenta dreadful Plague,
which confum’d them, and fo that great Army was
conquer'd without his Arms.

4. D. 1e77.) *When Micbael VII, call’'d Ducas, was
Emp. A Plague and Famine rag’d {o furioufly :n Greece,
that the Living did fcarce fuffice to bury the Dead ;
during which the coverous and imprevident Emperor,
(who ought to have relieved the Inhabitants with a
Fatherly Affe&tion) leflened the Meafure of the Publick
Corn in Conffantinople, which rais'd the Price of ir:
And this defervedly brought upon him the Surname of
Parapinaces i. e. the Quarter of a Bufhel. The Ava-
rice of this Emperor render’d bim (o ungrateful to the
People 3 that he refign’d the Imperial Ornaments, and
enter’d into a Monaftery. So true is the Wife-Man's
Obfervation, Prov. XI. 26. He that witbboldeth Corn,
the People (hall curfe bim : Bus Bleing [ball be ugon the
Head of him that [elleth it

A. D. 1084.) APlague in Rome cut off all the Ar-
ay of Hen, III. Emperor : And

A, D. 1086.) A dreadful Famine and Peftilence
rag’d at that Time thro’ the Empire.

A.D. 1093.) Such a dreadful Famine and Plague
rag’'d in England for 3 Years, that the Quick were
fcarce able to bury the Dead.

A. D. 1095.] 1 Henry WV. Emperor, at the firlt
Expedition of the Holy War againft the Sarazens,
40,000 Soldiers dy’d of the Plague in the Army of

" Peter the Hermit : And after the Slaughter of 100,000

Turks, the Plague cut off §o,000 Chriffians under
Godfrey. of Bulloign; and thofe that remained were
pinch’d with fuch a Famine, that they could not be

* Ingensfames quz {ub co graffata eft, 2 Pinacio medimni Quad~
rante Cognomentum Parapinacii accepit. Melanth, Coron, p. 404-
Ech. Rom. H. V. 5, + Baroa Annal, Tom, Xl ad An. 1095.
Cluyer. Hift Murd.

reftrain’d
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rellrain’d from devouring the ftinking Bodics of thofe
of their Enemies which they had killd a hile before.
This was the fatal Beginning of thofe bloody Wars, .
wherein Chriffendom has been embroil’d to this Day.

A, D. 1100.] When Alexius was Emperor, a Fa-
mine and Peftilence (wept off great Numbers of Be-
bemond's Army, which Befieged Dyrrachium againft
the Emperor. -

A. D. 1112.] There was another Plague in En-
gland, and allo a great Murrain of Cattle.

A.D. 1167.] Inthe 13th Reign of Frid. Emperor
a Plague cut off in feven Days, the Chicfeft of the
Nobility, Officers, and moft pait of the Imperial Ar=
my lying then by Rome in great Mifery.

A. D. 1202.] In the Time of Alexius, a grievous
Peftilence fpread -over the Eaft.

A. D. 121%.] *In the Reign of Henry Emperor, a
Plague broke out among the People of Zongres in the
Low Countries, and fwept them almoft all oft the Face
of the Earth, |

A.D. 1220.] A violent Famine and Peftilence

rag’'d in Poland for three Years: It began after a
dreadful Rain the whole Summer, -
A D. 1220.] Frid. 11. Emperor, a violent Pefti~
lence began at the Siege of Damiatta in Egypt, which
deftroyed fo many, that few remained alive in that
populous City, and confumed vaft Numbers of the Sul-
taws Army.

A. D, 1223.] Frid. 1. Emperor, there was fuch

great Mortality among the Cattle for three Years,
that the third Part of them dy’d : It began in Hurnga-
7y, and fpread over Germany, Iraly, France and other

Countries.

o

e

# Baron Annal. Tom, 13, Cromer de Orig, Palon. p. 130
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A4.D. 1225.] A Plague began at the Siege of
Awvignon, which cut off the Emperors Army, and af-
terwards fpread thro’ all France.

A. D. 12297 At the Conqueft of Majorca; after
the Slaughter of 20,000 Mowrs, and as many Chri-
Jlians, fuch a dreadful Plague fwept away the Army
and Natives, that King Fames was forc’d to fend to
Catalunia, to bring Inhabitants from thence to repeo-
le the Ifland.  This was the firft Plague that was
known to be there.

4. D. 1231.] After an Inundation of the Tjler,
a Peftilence began in Rome, which fcarcely left the
tenth part of the Citizens,

4. D, 1232.] Under Frid, 1I. Emperor, after a
terrible Lightning and Hail, a violent Peftilence
broke out and fpread over the whole Empire. |

4. D. 1234.) A great Famine and Peftilence
rag’d in Engl,ﬁﬂd, efpecially in the Diocelz of Oxfird.

A.D. 1244) A great Famine and Plague began
in Tufcany, from vaft Swarms of Locufts, and cut off
moft of the Inhabitants of Afilan. |

_AD. 1249 A grievous Peftilerce ragd in En-
gland, and cut of moft of the People.

A.D. 1248) Under Baldyin Il. Emperor a vio-
lent Plague rag’d in the Army of Lewis Picus King of
France, at the Siege of Cyprus againft the Turks. _

A D. 1279.) Another Plague brcke cut in his
Army at the Siege of Tunis. . '

A.D. 1279.) A great Plague rag’d in Scotland.

A. D. 1283 ) Inthe 34th of Alexander King of Scot-
Jand, another deftroyed much People in a manner which
before had not been known. ol

A.D. 1315.) Such a Famine rag’d in Fmland,
that Men did eat one another, Prifoners devour'd fuch
as came newly among them, and Mothers eat their own
Children : This was followed with a very grievous

" e RLEEA Plague,
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Plague, which {wept away what had rotbeen ftarv’d
to Death by the Famine.

A.D. 1340.) * Such a Plague rag'd thro® all
Germany, that many Thoufands dy’d with much Pzin;
fo that it was faid, “1was a Mifery to Live and Pain 10
Die.

A.D. 1346.) * In the Time of Charles IV. Empe=
ror, a moft dreadful Peftilence broke out in Afiz Su-
pevior, from an abominable Odure of Fire and Sulphu-
rious Vapours, which firft deltroy’d the Fruits of the
Earth 3 afterwards the Bodies of Men ; fome charg’d
the Fews with poifoning the Waters of the Rivers,
for which they were feverely Perfecuted, and many of
them were put to Death. Such as were infected with it
began to fpit and vomit Blood, and fo dy'd fuddenly
or withintwo or three Days. It overfpread and waft=
ed all the habirable World, fo that there was not 2 Houle
or Family upon Earth but felt the Stroke of it : Three
Parts fcarcely reviv'd, and in many Places fcarce the
tenth or twenticth Part was left alive. It enter’d in-
to Europe in the Year 1348 whereit deftroyed the
third Part of Men, and fpread over every Kingdom
of it, and laid them almoft wafte: In the Town of
Flrence alone 60,000 died in one Year: In Sara-
goffa dy'd every day more than 00! In Majorca, of
every hundred there dy’d 8o, and in lefs than a month
150,000 died in that Ifle; fo that it was almoft de-
flitute of Inhabitants a fecond Time. [In Iraly it rag'd
three Years, where out of every Thoufand {carce ten
furviv’d: Among the Venetsans it deftroy’d above
threefcore Thoufand : In Labec of the Lower Saxon
wgoo died in twenty four Hours, and go,000 inall?

e - - Smper—

* Baron. Annal T, 18. p. 696, Chron. Thrithem. hift. of Ma~
jorca, Stow Annal p, 245, Baker Chron. p, 147 Collier’s Ecch
Wk, poge 552 :
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It rag’d ameng the Turks and mowed down many thou-
fands in France : And in ;

4. D, 1348- 21. of K. Edward 111.] It rag’d in
England nine years, and fo wafted the Country, that
almoft none were left alive 5 for very few or none
that were feiz’d, efcaped. In Yarmouth 7052 Perfons
died in one Year: In London between Fam. 1. and Tuly
X. §7374 died, and particularly that Learned and Pi-
ous Archbithop of Camt. Bradwardin, call'd Dr. Pro-
fundus.  And not having Ground fufficient t6 bury the
Dead, Sir Walter de Manmy purchas’'d 13 Acres of
Ground near St. ?ﬂbm-ffrm, call’d Spittle-croft, bur
now the Charter-boufe, for a Bwysmg Place: And ac-
cordingly in the year following thete were more than
§0000 buried there. It began with a Fever, difficulty
of Breathing, and [pitting of Blood; then the Sick had
‘Spots and Swellings in the Groin, Arm-pists, and behind
the Ears, and died all in five Days time at leaft, It conti-
nu’d from the year 1346 untill 1357, i e. ten years,
and (as Mr. Stow fays) is the third Unsverfal Plague that
hath happen’d {ince the Deluge; and certainly, no
Age ever endur'd fuch a Conragion and Morrtality.

A.D. 1352.1 A great Famine rag'd in Barbary
and Morroco, where the Price of Corn was fo grear,
that many upon hope of inordinate Gain, carry’d thi=
ther fo much of it, that a far greater Famine and
Mortality fpread over Italy, France, Spain, and other
Places in Exrope.

A.D. 1358.) A violent Peftilence rag’d thro’ all
Germany, from Auguft until Chriftmas following,which
deftroy’d many Thoufands.

A.D. 1361.) 35th. of King Edward 111, Another
Peftilence (call’d the fecond Peflilence, becaufe it was

4 Stow.Annal. Baker, Chron, Coliier. Eccl, Hift, Vol. I. Com-
P]ﬂtﬂiﬁ.aof E’g!‘ﬂdll ﬂ;u I. F- 1141 "
|

the
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the fecond which happen’d in his Reign) broke our
again, which cut nfg [}:fenry Duke of _I.%:cdﬁtr,_ Regi-
wald Lord Cobbam, Walter Fitz-Warren, five Biﬁlnps,
and many People of the Nation, _

A.D. 1379. 34. of K. Rich. I1.] * A dreadful Plague
ragd in England, which almolt depopulated ‘the Nor-
thern Counties. |

A.D. 1381. Wenceflaus Emperor) A great Plague
{pread in Hungary and Bobemia, and in one Parifh in
Prague made 3§00 Funcrals in four Months Time.

A.D. 1389.) APlague rag'd in England, efpecially
in Cambridge. :

A. D. 1391. 1§th RichardIl,)* A Plague rag'din
the North ot England, whereof in York 10,000 dy’d ;
and in Norfolk a greater Number.

A. D. 139¢. under Bajaxer 11.)|| A dreadful Plague
rag'd among the Turks. |

A D. 14.00.) A dreadful Peftilence began in Rome;
by Reafon of vaft Numbers that crouded thither to
the Celebration of the Fubilee, and moft Part of them
died thereof, there being every Day fix or eight Hun<
dred Funerals: Afterwards it {pread over all ltaly.

A.D. 1402.) t A Plague fwept off the greateft
Part of the great Tamerlane’s Army then pafling into
Egypt.

Ki{tﬂ. 1406, the eighth of King Henry 1V.) * A
Plague fpread thro’ Emgland, and in Londom only
30,000 Perfons dy’d of it in one Swmmer.

A.D. 1424.) An Epedemic Peftilence in Novogo-
rod, one of the principal Cities of Rnffie, confum’d.in
lefs than fix Months 80,000 Souls. .

A.D. 1439.) A grievous Peftilence in Bafi/, de-
ftroy’d Lud. Patriarch of Aquileis, Lud. the. Roman
Protonotary, feveral of the Nobility and Clergy aflem-

* Baker Chron. p. 156‘. | Jo. Lieunclav. Hift, Muffulman 1 Mclan,
Coron. g 644, % Baron. Aonal. Tem. 34 bled
e
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bled ar the Council of Bafi/, and fo many of the In-
“babitants, that there was not Ground enough to bury
the Dead, there being above a hundred Funerals every
Day ; yet the Council would not adjourn, thinkiag
“twas their Duty to take Care of the Church, even
“with the Peril of their own Lives ; For ’tis the Opini-
on of t Divines, that Magiftrates, Minifters, and Phy-
ficians ought not to forfake a People ‘that 15 infedted;
but to overfee, fuppors, and direét them in their Mie
fery : But this City of Bafil was vifited afterwards
with the Plague feven Timesin feventy Years-

A D. 144.8. gth. of Frid. U1.]* A great Peftilence
rag'd over all Jraly and other Places for two full years.
A.D. 1460. 21. of Frid Ill. Emp._] * A Peftilence
began in Germany about Chriftmas, and cut off molt
of the ftrongeft Men, but very few Women or Chil-
dren. {m this Calamnity the Bifhops of Brunfwick ap=
pointed the Inhabitints to fay Ma/s, and falt 4o days
-upon Bread and Waicr only, that they might appeale
the divine Wrath,

A.D. 1475.] 1 A great Plague rag’d in Majorca.

A.D. 1479, 17:h of Edw. 4] * A Peltilence in
England {wept away more People in four Monthsthan
-the Wars had done in 1§ years.

A. D. 1480.7] A grievous Peftilence broke out in
Hungary in the Month of Fuly, and over-ran all Cra-
-cowia, Poland, Mufcouy, Ruffia, and Bobemia.

A. D, 1486. 1ot Hen, VI11.) t The Sweating SicknefS
was firlt obferv’d in Emgland : It continu’d almoft con-
ftantly 4.0 years together, and took away fuch Num-

£ Hic qdﬁfiiu‘i";d;ff&df hamuni fugere in tempore Peffis ¢ Refp.
Quos impedit vogatio quo minus eedere poffun, illis non licer tu-
gere: uti'fupf: Magiftratus, Raftercs, Medici ordinarii &c, qui li=
beri funt & immuaes fagere poffunt, i quider fibi mecuant ab ifta
Lue. Alfted, Theol. Cateche § 3. p. 604.
. * Baron. Annal, Contia. Spend. F Baker page 268. Cambhden,
Britania, Stow Aanal, Dr Breokes’ sHifk, of ped. Dift; &, 1 Hitt,
of Majorca. ' & & - bers
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bers of People, that Forcigners hardly believ'd there

were (o many in the whole Ifland ; It was call’d Sudor
Angliess, becaufe it took ic’s Rife from England, and
(as fome report ) feized the Englifh People only, nay

u'd them into other Countries, and diftinguifh’d
them for the Calamity ; tho’ afterwards it fpread over
all Germany and other Countries, i

4. D. 1492.) § A Plague fpread over a 47y
Poland, Mufcovy, and Raffia; deftroying ma%&u—:
fands of People.

4. D. 1493.) 1 A Plague broke out again in Ma-
jorea; which was occafion’d by the coming of one
Boga from an infected Place, and hiding a Pocket full

- of Money in a Cave of the Ifland ; but after his Ship
had perform’d Quarentine, the Goods fufpe&ed were
Burn'd, and the reft expofed to the Air forty Days;
he took up the Pocket which infeSted the whole Ifland,

- and quickly deftroyed the Owner and almoft all the
Inhabitants. Thus the Love of Money swas the Root
of that Ewil,

A.D. 1500.) * Pope Alexander celebrating the
Fubilee, drew vaft Multitudes to Romie ; a violent Plague
began there, and rag’d thro’ Italy ; where it deftroy'd
thedTbird, and in other Places the half Part of Man-
kind.

A. D. 1501, 152h. King Henmry VIL) 1 The Sweat-
mg Sicknefs rag’d in England, and deftroyed in Lon-
don 30,000 that Year.

A.D. 1508. 27. K. Hen. VIL,) 1t broke our aggin,
and rag'd-over all Englend with much Fiercenefs.

- A.D.1509) A Peftilence began in Calag, and af-
terwards it fpread over all Germany, Italy, and moft
Kingdoms of Eurepe: At Veromait deftroy’d 10,000
Perfons, and no lefs than 25 Germans were infected
with one Leather Garment.

i}Crnmar.l de Qrig. Polon. p. 296, 1 Hift. of Majorcas p. 298.
*Cluver, Hift. Mundi. 3 Baker, Chron. . 396, & 316 AD.
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A. D, 1518, 9th of K. Hen. VIII,) The Sweating
Sickne[s broke out again in England, whereof igfinite
Multitudes in many places died,efpecially in London : It
was {0 violenr, thatin three and fometimes two hours
it took away Men’s Lives, and {pared neither rich nor
poor : Thus it continued raging from Fuly to Decembes.

A. D. 1521.) * A Famine and Peftilence began as
the Siege of the Caftle of Belver in Majorca, which
deftroy'd above 30,000 People, fo that the Govern-
ment publifh’d a Decree at the end of the Year, to
grant to all Strangers (who wowd come within the
fpace of two Years with their Families, and repeoe
ple the Ifland) Immunity from all Taxes whatfoever,

A.D. 1§22. 13thof King Henry VIIL.) There was
a great Mortality in London and other Places of
the Realm; whereof Dr. Fames Bithop of London, ma-
ny Men of Honour, befides innumerable common Peo-
ple died,

A.D. 1325.) t The Sweating-Sicknefs rook its Pros
grefs from England,and in § Years Time march’d thro’
Germany, the Low-Countries, Z¥land, Brabant, Flax-
ders, France, Denmark, and Norway: So mercilels was
~ the Diftemper, that when it firft entered a Ciry, it

feizd 5 or 600 a Day ; and fcarce Six recovered.
That Year a Heffick Peftilence rag'd at Leyden, Vienna,
and other Cities, whereof all that had it dijed.

A. D. 1527.) *When Char, V. fack’d Rome, and
forc’d the Pope and his Cardinals to retire to the
Caftle of St. Angelo, a grievous Plague confum’d great
Numbers of the Imperial Army; and thofe that re-
main'd, were forc'd to retire towards Naples at the
Approach of the Confederates who came to 2id the
Pope. : g -,

e——

* Hift. Majorca page279e + Dr. Braokes’s hift, of peft, Diftemp,
X Savages compleat hift Germ, 1age 372
x ni D:
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A. D. 1428 8:h of Char. V. A Plague and Famine
confum’d the Fremch Atmy before Naples ; which{pread
over all Iraly, and deltroy’d mapy Thoufands.

A.D. 1529.) *20th of King Hen. 8. In the End of
May the Sweating-Sicknefs began again in Londoy,
cut off many Men of Note in the King’s Court ; {o.that
the Term and Circuir of the Affizes were adjourned ;
and afterwards it infected all Places of the Realm.

A D.1541.) t APlague broke out in Geneva, Now.
21. and {wept away maany of the Inhabitants. The
Council wou'd not permit Calvin and Caffalio to vific
the infelted, becaufe of his Serviceablenefs to the
Church and City ; but they appointed Peter Planches
to do it, who quickly loft his Life in that Service.

A.D.1542.) A Plague rag'd at Breflaww, the Me-
tropolis of Silefia, whereof §900 died in 22 Weeks.
‘The Infetion lay hid in fome Liopen 14 Years;
which being opened, the Infection fpread again. So
it lay hid in a Quilt 7. Years, when the Plague was in
Venice +, and in fome Cords which bad been ws'd in
burying the infected People when the Plague was ac
Fuffinapolis in Italy; after they had layn hid in the
Church about 20 or 30 Years; upon which the
Plague broke out again, and deftroy’d 10,000 Perfons
there. There are many fuch Inftances of the Power
and Efficacy of Pefslential Contagion, which People
cap never caytioufly enough avoid.

A.D.1543.36th of King Hen 8.) A greatPettilence
rag'd in London, fo that the Michacimas Term was
kﬁu at St. Albans. 'This is the Sixth Time that the
Plague or Sweating-Sickne/s, broke out moft violently
in this Reign. .

A. D. 1551 gthof King Edw. 6,) * The Sweating~
Sickne(s returu’d into England, and firft infeQed Shrewf~

* Baker, Chron. page 317, 4 Dr. Span. hifle Geneve po 116 .
: #%ﬁftﬁffﬁﬂdﬁf@h-msg M. . hﬂ
- 3
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buryy t-en the Northern Parts; and was {o Mortal in

London, that the oirft Week 800 Perfons died.

A. D. 355 7. ) A peftilential Diftemper rag’d in Ger-
many for feveral Years together, and cut off many in
the Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, or Eighth Day at fartheft.

A.D. 1458. sthof QueenMary,) { There was fuch 2
Mortality in Emgland, that many Churches were de-
ftitute of divine fervice, by the Deathof the Clergy ;
and much Corn was loft in the Fields for want of
Workmen, -

A. D,1563.6th of Queen Eliz. ) A violent Peflilence
began in the Englifh Army at Haverdegrace i Noymawdy,

for want of frefh Water and Provifions s and the few'
Soldiers that came over, infeGed the whole Nation
with it in fuch a2 miferable Manner, that 21500 died'
of it in London in one Year.

A D. 1564 ) * An Epidemical Difeafe of Peftic
lence; was very fatal to Mankind in moft Parts of
Eyrope ; in Germamwy alone it cut off to the Numiber of
300,000 Perfons: And it'did almoft depopulite’ Come-
Remtinople, Alexandriay Leyden, Londen, Dawtzick;
Viewsin, Cologn, the upper Rbkine; Bafil; and other
Cities:

A.D. 1566.2d Of Maximi] 1I. Emp.) A grievous
Peftilence call’d the Hungarick Difeafe; began-at Comy=
ra, increafed at Gower in Hungary, where'the Imperiats
ifts lay againft the Zurks: And the disbanded : Séldiers
fpréidy_. it over all Hungary, Iraly; and Germsany: Tt
cut off above 70060 of the Turkifh Army;. and many
Thoufand Chriftians in moft Places of’ Exrige.

A.D. 1576. 12, Maximsil. 1l. ] ¢A general Pefti-
lence began in Trent, paft ovér Veroriny Milany Crempy=-
na, Paviaydeftroying almoft all the Inhabitants of thefe’
Cities, and-in- 3. Years fpread over gl Traly and other

1 Holling,'Stow. Baker Chron. &, % Dp. Brookes hifty of peft.’
Dift, 1 Baron, Ammali Tomry 34 conty - : FaN

places



[ 72 ]

places of Europe : Among the Vemetians it cut off 70
er 100 ooo Souls. ;

A. D. 1580,) * After a dry Seafon, which cone
fum’d all the Fruits of the Earth, agrievous Peftilence
having run thro’ Itely, Germany, England, and Framce ;
it {eized on Pur‘tuga! and cur aﬂ-very many Pcuple, and
afterwards fpread overall Spain. | |

A D.a 5’91 o gth of Rﬂﬂrﬂfpb-ll.) TA gf;t?t}'{]! Famine
{pread over all Italy, and in Rome cut off about 60,000
People. -

A. D. 1594 36th Of QueenEliz.) * A great
Plague {wept away the Lord Maior, Three Aldermen,
feveral other Great Men 3 and 17890 of the Inhabi-
tants of London : So that the Michaelmas Term was
held at St. Albans.

A. D.1595.Mabomer111.) tA Famine began among
the Turkifh Army in Hungary, which was fo great, that
the Tartar Women that follow’d the Camp, eat their
own Children. This was accompanied with a moft
terrible Plague, fo that of Four(cere and Five Thou-
fand Turks and Tartars which came into Hungary,
fearce Eight Thoufand remain’'d alive. It walted allo
almoft the Penetian Fleet upon the Coaft of Dalmatia,
fo that moft of their Gallies had neither Soldier nor
Mariner left on Board ; and above 20,000 of them

were confum’d. _
"~ A.D.1603.5. of K. Fames 1.)* A grievous Plague
in London deftroy’d in one week 3090. from the 23d of
December 1602 to 22d of December following 30§78,
. and of all Difeafes 38244 that year.

A. D, 3611.) The City of Conffantinople was fo
grievoully a licted with the Plague, that in § months
200,000 of the Iahabitants died of it, and the Grand

LR e v 7 ST T AT Y A T e W A . T T e AT
* Hift, of Por, p, 108, Baron. Annal, Tom. 3. cont, p. 733. § Righ,
hift. ZTurks Knolls p. 1060, * Baker chrons po 422, % Idem p. 448:
% Stow Annal, pe 1041, compleat hifk of Engl. ¥ 34 b, 4
Seignior.
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Seignior was forced to rerire to his Palace of Barus
Baffa, which is about a League and an Half diftans
from the City.

4. D. 1625. 7th of King Charles 1] A very
great and mortal Plague rag’d in London and the Towns
adjoyning, in fuch a dreadful Manner, thar from
the 22d of Dec, 1624. to 23. of Dee. 1625, There
died within London, the Liberties of the City, in
Lambeth, Newington, Stepney, Hackuey, and lfhimgton,
Three Score and Three Thoufand and One : In’
Weftminfter ot all Difeafes died Two Thoufand Five
Hundred and Forty : In Steprey Four Thoufand,
Four Score and Nine. This (fays M+, * Stow) was
the greateft Sicknefs that bappened in London, except
that in the Time of King Edward Il and in the
Sccond Year of King Fames I. This Plague rag'd
allo in Holland, at the S'ege of Breda, in Conftantinople,
and other Places in Exrope, and fent many Millions to
the Grave,

4. D. 163,71 In the Month of Fuly, the Plague
fpread aver Italy, Framce, and Vemice, which in the
former Year the German Soldiers had broughe into,
and fpread over Germany: It walled almoft. all the
Inhabitants of Mantus, Milan, the Valreline, Venxe,
and all that Republick.

A.D. 1636. 12th of Char. 1. 14 A fecond Plague
broke out in Londan ; in the {ame Place, wiz among
the Burchers in the Row leading from Aldgare te
White-Chappel, and fwept away 10400,and upwards :
All that dy’d that Year were 23359, Perfons. Some
Hiftorians have obfery’d that thefe two Plagucs bggan
in the fame Houfe, on the fame Day of the Month,
and deftroy’d about the fame Number of People.

* Stow. Annal, pe 10416 Complear hift, of Bugi. Vol 1.p. 2,
T Cluver. hift, Mundi, P+ 814. Grimfte hift, of -the Nerherlands
Bat, Nani. hist, of Venices (I?r{ompleat hitt. of Enmgl, #il, 3;4 -
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- A.D. 1643.) APettilential Difeafe cut off many of
the Earl of Effex’s Army, then befieging Reading 3
which fpread into the King’s lying at Oxford 3 and
through other Places of the Kingdom.

A. D.1650.Char. 1L ] * A Plague rag’d then over
#ll the Kingdom of Ireland, efpecially) in Dublin,
where there was fearce a Houfe free of “the Sicknefs,
and 8co dy’d in a Week: This was the moft grievous
Sicknefs that for §o. Years before had affliGed thar
Kingdem. The Famine was o fevere that in many
Places of that Iland, feveral cou’d nor be withhol-
den from human Flcfh.  Befidesthefe Plagues, the
Mercilefs Sword of Ireton, after Cromwell had left i,
moft barbaroufly fcourg’d that impious Nation.

A. D. 1665. 17thof Char. 11. | London was vifited
again With an extraordinary Plague, which may truely
be calld the Grear Plague : The Year before it rag’d
in Egypt, Greece, Germany, Holland, and other K::F-
doms ; trom whence it was tranfported into Londos
about the middle of May 1664, and fpread with fuch
intolerable Infection thro’ this City and Suburbs, that
in one Week it kill'd 7164 and in lefs than one Year
68586. fome fay, 1oo,000. So that 97301 dy'd
that Year in London of all Difeafes,

t Thefe Three great Plagues happen’d within 6o
~ Years; and the laft of them juft 40 Years after the
Firft of them ; which made fome impute a fatality to
that Number, as if in this Senfe, the Land was to have
Reft but 4.0 years. But, blefled be God, this Nation
and City have been free from any Contagious Difeafe
thefe 6o Years palt; therefore, not unto us, O Lovd,
but unto thy Name give Glory ; for thy Merey.

4. D. 1679. Leopold 1. Emp. of Germany,] + A Pelti-
lence began in Hungary, and extended to the Imperial

* Echard. hift. of England Vel, 2. p, 699. + Compleat hift,
of Engl. Vol 3¢ fo 276, 3 Savag. hift, Germ, p. 528, and 5320
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City of Vienna, were it made fuch Havock, that from
the Begioning of Fume to the End of December, it
~ deftroy’d about 49487 Peifons ; belides abundance
of People that died of it in all neighbouring Places.

A. D. 1683.) * When Vienna was befieg’d by the
Turks, a Plague confum’d 3000 Citizens, befides
10000 Soldiers and others, who died by the Sword,
Famine and other means, and as many of the Infidels.

A.D.1685.] *A miferable Plague and Famine rag'd
in Hungary, Germany, and other places, whereby many
were {tarv’d to Death ; at Vienna two Women did eat
the Raw Flefh of an Horfe lately dead.

A.D. 1720.] t The Plague rag'd et the beginning
of the year in Sidom, Tripoli, Syria and Cyprus; and in
May the City ot Marfeilles was vifited with the Con-
tagion by {ome Ships coming from thence:: becaufe rthe
Peftilence very frequently rages in thefe Ports, that
City hasvery often receiv’d it from thence, as in 4. D.
1580, 1630, 1549, 1650, and 1720. Whichbegan
in the Street cilled Lefcalle, a Part of the old Town,
inhabited only by poor People, and quickly {pread it
(elf over the City. But having very little Provifion in
it, they began to be in want of Breal-Corn, Meat,
Wood, Momey, and all other Neceflaries : Therefore
Fuly 31ft. they ifflued out an Ordinance to oblige all
ftrange Beggars o depart the City, But an At of the
Parliament of Aix on the {ame Day did prohibic the
Mareillians to ftir out of the Bounds of their own Tera
ritory, and the Inhabitants of all the Towas and Pla-
ces of Provence to communicate with them, or to har-
bour them on pain of Death. This confined near3ooo
Beggars, and bound over about 100,000 Souls (as it
were) to Death ; which afforded the moft dreadful
Scene of human Mifery that ever Deftruction form’d
in any City of the World, if we may except Feru[a-
“#Sir P. Ricaur. Hift, Turk, p. 159. ¥ Orig, Journ. of rie C. Marl.
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lem. The Infection appear’d with Buboes, and tormen-
ted them with fo much Pain and Mifery, that it made
fome delirtous, others it withered into ftrange Poftures,
denoting the torturing Venom which flruck them te
the Heart; others cut their own Throats, fome leapt in«
to the Sea, and threw themfelves out of Windowsto puc
an End to their Mifery : Whatfoever Houfe, the Pefti-
lence enter'd into, it carried off the whole Family ; and
fcarcely one efcap’d that was feizzd therewith. The
Sicknefs rag'd in this manner from the 2 §th of Auguf?
to the end of September, deftroying 1000 Perfonsa Day.
Never was a City in fuch a deplorable Condition, the
dead Bodies being caft in heaps at the Gates of the
Hofpitals and Streets ; and every Place being asit were
a vaft Church-yard ; then neither Ground nor Buriers
could be had to inter them ; when thofe in the City
were cut off, they had at feveral times about §oo
Slaes from on board of the Gallies, to perform that
irkfome Office.  You might fee thoufands of putrify’d
Bodies lie in every Street ; Men, Women, Children,
Dogs, Cats, and other Animals corrupting together,
and among them as many in a languithing miirabl’:
Condition, juft expiring., But what could be more
piercing than to fee many wretched Mothers in all pla~
ces dying by their dead Infants, and divers poor Or=
phans hanging upon the Breafts of their deceafed Mo-
thers. Nothing could be heard but Tears, Sighs, Groans:
Outcries, Defpair, Death and Mortality in every corner
The Living in 2 very deplorable Condition, and thofe
that were dead, infecting them with the fame Conta-
gion by their ftinking Bodies, crawling with Worms,
and rotting above Ground, becaufe there were none
left to bury them in that hor Seafon. .-

Now. 2.0. 1720. That dreadful Diftemper had vi-
fied Aix, the Capital of Provence, Toulom, Arles, and
a great many Places about Marfeilles, Afterwards it
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fpread over all Provence and Zanguedoc, and has fwept away
moft of the Inhabitants of Avignon, Gevaudan, Mende, Mar-
vejol, Rouffe, the Abby of the Chamboy, St. Leger, St. €enaix,
Cenmouillas, and is yet making Progrefs towards the Sevemnes,
and other places of the Kingdom. Our laft Accounts in-
form us, that about OF. 27. 1721. 70 Perfons dy’d in a
Day at Avignon. On Nov. 3. they fay that 1539 are dead
there in a tew Months paft, 1486 lay fick of the Contag;-
on,and the Hofpital of St, Roch is burne with r400 Perfons in
ite. At Mende 1615 have died from the 4th of Sepr. lafk
to the 8tth of Avw. and 10 or 12 a Pay. At Marvejols,
Mende, Moulines, Comtar, Beffe, St. Léger and othér Towns,
the Infeftion has broke out again,and hardly any Body
is left alive, now the Contagion threatens the Lower Lane
guedoe, Gafcogne, Guienne, Lyonnois, and ether Provinces of
France. But how far it may proceed, and when it will
abate, he only knows, who is infinite in Wifdom, Power,
and Goodnefs, the Sole Lord of Life and Death,

From this Aiflorical Account of Plagues, Peftilences, and Fa-
mines, we may obferve what a dreadful Deftroyer of Man-
kind thefe have been: They are the moft dreadful Sword of
an angry God, which he never draws until the Sins of a wic-
ked People have incens’d him : And therefore from fuch
Deliruliion and Mifery, from fuch dreadful Plague; PeSilencey
and Psmine, Geod Lord deliver BR ITI AN.
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WE humbly befeech thee; O Father of all Mercy and
God of all Confolatien, to look down from Heaven
with an Eye of Pity and Compallion upon all the Sons and
Daughteérs of Afffiftion s withdraw that Plague and grievous
Sicknefs; which has fo' miferably wafted our Neighbours
Lord; caft them not away in Difplealure, but ia Judgmene
remember Meércy towards them. Prevenf, O Gracious Gody
the fpreading of the like Contagion among us; t-ach us'by
thaty and all thofe duagﬂi Plagues which thou haft inflited
upon fermer Ages for their Jniquitics, to fear thy Juitice and
to love thee for thy Goodnefs and Forbearance towards us.
May they ferve to awaken us out of our Sceurity, aod to
move us to true Repentance and Holinels of Life; defend
us as the Apple of thine Eyes; protc@ us from the noifome
Peftilence, and all other Evils which we moft righteoufly-
have deferved, and keep us in thy perpetual Peace and-
Safety, thre’ }efus Glm" our Lord; dmen. 3
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The SERMON of Pope GrREGORY the
- GrEAT, which he Preach’'d at Rowmg,
A. D. sgo. in the Time of a very grievous
Pracus. Andallo, _

His I xju N ¢ 710N for a Seven-fold Lita-
ny, or publick Proceflion of all the Inhabi-
tants divided into feven Choirs in one Day,
according to the Occafion.

¢ Early beloved Brethren, it behoveth us to Tremble
¢ § J at thele Judgments of God wow upon us, which we
¢ ought to fear even at a Diftance. Our prefent Anguifh
fhould bé a means of our Converfion§ and this Chaftife-
ment which’ we Suffer, ought to foften the hardne(s of
our Hearts: For, as the Prophet teftifieth, Fer. 4. 10. -
the Sword reacheth into the Soul, And now, behold ! all
the People are fmitten with the Weapon of celeftiai Dif-
pleafure, and every one of u$ cut off with fudden Deftru-
¢ &ion, Death not only prevents Languithing, but even
€ (as you (ee) fore-runs lingring Faintnefs. Every one is
¢ fnatch’d away before he can be converted to the Tears of
¢ true Repentance. Confider therefore with your felves,
¢ how that Man will appear before the Pace of a fevere
¢ Judge, who has no Time to bewail what he has done
¢ amifs, The Citizens are not cus off peice-Meal, but
¢ they fall down together in Heaps. The Houfes are left
¢ Empty ; the teadec Parents behold the dead Corps of
¢ their Children, and their own Heirs go before them
€ to the Grave, Let everyone of us therefore betake oer
¢ felves to true Repentance, while we have Time to be-
¢ moan ous felyes before we are firuck. Let us call to
¢ Mind whatever we have done amifs, and affliét our felves
¢ with Weeping for what we have done Wickedly. Let
¢ us come before His prelence, confeffing our Sins, as the
€ prophet exhorteth, Let us Jift up our Hearts with our
€ Eands unte God 3 for by fo doing we render our Prayers
¢ more prevailing with him. Truly, God adds Hope to
¢ our Bear; whofays by the Prophet, Ezek, 12. 1. [ bave
¢ no pleafurc in the Deash of the Wicked § but that be surn from
¢ bis way and live, But let none of us defpair for the Hei-
« noufnefs of his Iniquities, fecing a three Days FEPE:;
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¢ tance wip’d off ali the Crimes of the fecure Ninivites § an
the penitent T hief obtain’d a Reward ofeternal Life in the
Moment of Death. Let us therefore lift vpour Hearts,and
withConfidence prefume that we have already obtain’dwhat
we have Pray’d for. The Judge is more ealily intreated, if
the Petitioner forfakes his Naughtinefs. But when fucha
terrible Sword isdrawn againft us, letus be importupate in
Prayer : For that Importunity which is ungrateful to Men
is very acceptable to the Judge of Truth: Becaufe our ak
fc&ionate and merciful God requires, that we fhou'd
wreft our pardon out of his Hands by Praver; and will
not unwiliingly grant us fo much as we may deferve by
fo doing : For fo ’tis faid by the Plaimilt, call upon me in
the Day of Trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou fbals plorifie
me. God is therefore a Witnefs to himfelf, fecing he
defires to fhew pity upon his Supplicants, and advifeth us
to call upon him Therefore dearly beloved Brethren,
let us meet together to Morrow eariy in the Morning,
with a contrite Heart and upright Converfation, that we
may celebrate a Sevenfold Litamy, with a devout Mind
and Tears in our Eyes, according as it is hercafter ap-~
pointed. Let none of you go into the Fields to Labour 3
let none dare to do any manner of worldly Bufinefs, but
convening with one accord at the Cburch of the Bleffed
¢ Virgin Mary, that we who have Sinned together, may to-
¢ gether lament our Iniquites § that when the fevere Judge
¢ {hall behold us affi&ing our felves for our Tranfgreffions,
¢ he may gracioufly remit the Execntion of that dreadful
¢ Sentence which he has paft upon us.

Sermo Beati GREGORI1 PAP £ tempore Morta-
Jitas. Denunciatio pro Septiformi Litania. Ut
Plebs faciat feptem Litanias divifim fecundum ftatus
rationem in uno die.

OParm fratres cariffimi, ut flagella Dei, qua metuere ven-
tura debuimus [altem prafentia O experta timeamus.
Converfionis nobis adztum dolor aperiat, €5 cordis woftri duritiam
ipfa jam quam pasimur pamam diffolvar, Us enim Propheta tefte
jradidum eft: Pervenis Gladius ufque ad Animam. Ecce-
enim cuntta Plebs caleftis ire mucronc perculitur 5 repemtina
finguli cade wvaftantwr. Nec languor Mortem pravenit, fed ©
planguoris moras, ut cermitis, mors ipfe pracuriit percuffis quif-
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t Vid. S. Greg, lib. 2, Ep. 2. Baron Annal. Tom. 3, . 5.
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