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STATEMENT or FACTS:

ON Wednefday the 21t of June, 1797, a fervant
of Mr. Starke, dangeroufly ill in the confluent fmall-

pox, was admitted an in-patient of the Bath City
Infirmary and Difpenfary, under the care of Dr.
Holman. The day prior to his admiflionh Mr. Starke
was informed that he muft become a fubfcriber, in
order that his fervant might receive the benefits
arifing from the inftitution. The day fubfequent to
this information having been given to Mr, Starke,
Dr. Browne’s fervant applied to the Apothecary,
with a ticket from a fubfcriber for the introdu&ion
of Mr. Starke’s fervant into the common ward, fo
as to fave Mr. Starke the neceflity of becoming a
{ubferiber, and of paying half-a-guinea per week, the
ufual acknowledgment during the indifpofition of a
{fervant refiding in the Houfe.

~ On the Apothecary’s difcovering that the patient
recommended was a fervant, and refufing to admit

him under the authority of a ticket, Mr. Starke paid
B his
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his fubfcription, and the fervant was received into
» 3 large, airy, and feparate chamber in the Houfe,
on Wednefday as above {tated in the evening, not-
withftanding the former attempt to introduce him
under a different charaéter.

On the Tuefday following, June 27th, Mr. Starke
came to the Infirmary to fee the patient, and fhortly
after his return home wrote the following note to
Mr. White the Apothecary :

it « Bath, Tuefday.

;o AR :

«T am juft returned from feeing John, who, I am ex-
tremely forry to fay, appears to me to be molft dangerouily
ill. I have feen a great deal of the fmall-pox, have been
much amidft it, and know pretty well the belt prattice in it.
If it can be done, confiftently with the rules of the Infir-
mary, I could wifh a large blifter immediately applied to his
neck, much Port wine given him, and two or three grains
of James’s Powders every two or three hours. To me his
life is above price, and I would moft willingly take the rifk
of this pra&ice upon myfelf. I know well that the ableft

phyfician in the world can know nothing nf the fimall-pox
but from experience.

“ I am, Sir, your moft obedient fervant,
« BURWELL STARKE.
As this note interfered with the treatment of the
cafe, Mr. White very properly fent it to Dr.

Holman, upon which Dr. Holman wrote the fol-
!uwmg note to Mr., Starke:

¢« SIR,
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Kk S8,
¢ T mave juit feen your letter to Mr. White, apothecary
at the Infirmary, refpecting your fervant. He is certainly
moft dangeroufly ill, and there is every reafon to fuppofe
that he cannot furvive it; but as we have received him
under our roof, and every poflible attention has Hitherto
been paid to his fituation, I cannot poffibly allow any other
practice to be made ufe of but what we may deem moft
expedient. You, Sir, do not feem fatisfied with our mode
of treatment; I muft, therefore, beg of you to have the
poor unfortunate removed this evening, to be under your
own care; or rather, as I conceive it, under fome other
advice, which feems to have influenced you.
“ 1 am, Sir, your obedient humble fervant,
“ J. HOLMAN,
“ Phyfician to the Infirmary,

% No. 14, Great Pulteney-ftreet.”

As Dr. Holman was particularly hurt at the re-
flettions contained in Mr, Starke’s letter, and as he
had been all along peculiarly anxious about the
patient’s dangerous fituation, he was induced now,
as well for his own reputation, as the fatisfaction of
Mr. Starke, to pay an immediate vifit to the Infir-
mary. Dr. Holman’s {furprize and concern on this
occafion was increafed on his being informed by the
Apothecary, that Dr. Browne had vifited the pa-
tient, without the permiffion or knowledge of either
the Phyfician, Apothecary, or Matron; this pal-
pable intrufion from a medical man forced from Dr.

" Holman the following fevere and juftifiable cenfure:

B 2 “ S1r,
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« SR,

¢ ON my calling at the Infirmary this evening to fee M.
Starke’s fervant, 1 was very much furprifed to learn that
you had dared to vifit him as my patient. Your condutt
is very extraordinary, and extremely officious, and muft ex-
cite the indignation of every profeffional man, regularly
educated, as well as of every gentleman who can feel for his
own reputation. 1 infift, Sir, on knowing your motive for
this prefumption; and, unlefs you fatisfy me immediately,
the other profeflional gentlemen attached to the Infirmary
will unite with me in laying it before the Committee, as we
all conceive ourfelves concerned in this affair,

“ I am, yours,
¢ 27th June, J. HOLMAN.”

. Without any comments here, we fubjoin the
anfwer:

114 SIR,

¢ I navE this moment received your note, which afto-
nifhes me not a little. 1t is true I have called twice at the
City Infirmary, at the particular requeft of Mr. Starke,
whofe fervant I prefume is the perfon you allude to; but in
no refpect whatever to enterfere either with you or any of
your colleagues of the Hofpital, which is the laft thing 1
fhould ever form any idea of. However, I muft confefs the
contents of your note to me are fuch, that, had you confi-
dered for a moment, you would have dictated with more
coalnefs and compofure., No threats whatever will intimi-
date me, when confcious of not having done wrong.

“ I am, Sir, yours, &c.

| % G. G. BROWNE.
« Brunfwick-Place,
¢« Wednelday, 11 o’clock P. M.”

Dr. Holman,
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Dr. Holman, even upon refle&tion, and after a
a converfation with his friends of the Infirmary, was
induced to return the under-written note :

% SIR,

« As you own in your letter that you called at the Infir-
mary at the particular requeft of Mr. Starke, I am more
clearly convinced that it muft have been in a medical capa-
city; this, with the concurring opinion of thofe concerned
in the Infirmary, with whom I have communicated, deter-
mines me in repeating deliberately the fentiments of my

former letter. _ J. H.
% Great Pulteney-ftreet, June 27th.”

Unconneéted as Dr. Browne’s cond®t muft have
been with any interference on the part of Mr,
Starke, yet the following anfwer fhews that he had
no fcruples in throwing upon his invalid friend, al-
ready fuffering too much, the Wﬁlght and burthen of
the whole affair ;

« Sig,

¢ In anfwer to your fecond note I refer you to Mr, Starke,
and the poor Servant himfelf, in confirmation of what }
wrote laft night, And am, Sir,

“ Yours, &c.

“ G. G. BROWNE.
« Brunfwick-Place, June 28th, 1797.

« Seven 0’Clock, A. M.”

Prior to the receipt of Dr. Browne’s firft anfwer,
Dr. Holman received the following from Mr. Starke :

111 SIR,



f e

« SIr, Tuefday Evening.
« From the charaéter given me of Dr. Holman, from my

friend Mr. Bradthaw, [ have no caufe to doubt either his fkill -

as a phyfician, or humanity as a man; but directly the re-
verfe. But more than ordinarily anxious about this poor
fellow, for reafons that it is unneceffary to mention, and not
confidering the Infirmary at all in the light of a regular
fimall-pox hofpital, I was induced to write my note of this
‘morning to Mr. White. The fact is, I have been extremely
amongft the fmall-pox, and know well the practice which
obtains in America.. What the praltice that has been ufed,
or. is ufual here, I know not, and therefore 1 am not dif-
fatisfied with it: but' the moment I faw the fervant this
morning, I was fatisfied that his cafe was defperate, and
therefore recollected thofe remedies which we frequently
find in America to produce {uppuration, and of courfe to
give a favourable turn to the diforder. You fay.there is
- every reafon to think that he is fo ill that he cannot furvive:
I fear he is fo; how then is it poffible to remove him? 1
can repeat that I am not diffatisfied with the treatment he
has received: yet being no phyfician, in a defperate cafe like
his, if myfelf, I fhould deviate from the general line of prac-
tice. The wording of my note muft thew that I did not,
and could not, expe&t a deviation from the ufual practice,
unlefs defperate cafes were viewed with the fame eyes by you
as by myfelf; and indeed it was intended only to (hew that
I knew, from experience, that warm remedies, of the fort [
mentioned, had produced furprifing-effects. 1 therefore,
Sir, cannot think of removing him from the Infirmary, nor
do I wifh it. ‘I am, Sir,

“ Your moft obedient fervant,
« BURWELL STARKE.
¢ Dr. Holman, No. 14, Great Pulteney-ftreet.”
As

i
1
|
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As it now appeared to Dr. Holman, that not only
the eftablithed rules of the inftitution were infringed
upon, but that its welfare was thereby endangered,
he thought it his duty to call a Special Committee of
the Managers to confider the fubje&, and to have
their fanction for any meafures which had been or
might be taken. They met accordingly on Wed-
nefday morning, and unanimoufly agreed to fend
the following notes:

“ Dr. HoLmanN having reprefented to the Committee of
Managers of the Bath City Infirmary and Difpenfary, con-
vened at the requeft of the Medical Gentlemen, that Dr.
Browne had vifited a patient now in the Houfe, without any
authority; and it having appeared to the Committee, from
the correfpondence which paffed between Dr. Lrowne and
Dr. Holman, that Dr. Browne had twice officioufly intruded
- himfelf into the faid Infirmary; it is the unanimous opinion
of the faid Committee, that Dr. Browne’s conduct is ex-
tremely reprehenfible, inconfiftent with the character of any
profeflional gentleman regularly bred, and incompatible with
the rules of every public Hofpital. It is therefore required
that a very ample apology fhould be made by Dr. Browne
to the Committee and DDr. Holman, to prevent their being
obliged to call upon him in a more public manner.

¢ Prefent, Rev. Mr. Dosson, Chairman,

Mr. WATERS,
Mr. PicorT,
Mr. JEkyLL,
Dr, Moobikg,
Dr. HoLMmaN,
Dr. GiBBES,
Mr. NooTH. .

« Bath City Infirmary and Difpenfary, June 23:11, 1797.”

“ To Dr. Browne.”
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¢« Dr. HoLman having laid before the Committee of
Managers of the Bath City Infirmary and Difpenfary, fum-
moned by requeft of the Medical Gentlemen, two Jetters
from Mr. Starke, refpecting his fervant, now a patient at the
Infirmary; the Committee are forry to obferve, from their
contents, that fome mifreprefentation muft have been made
to Mr, Starke, refpecting the treatment of the cafe; they
beg leave to affure him, that it is their opinion that every
proper means have been ufed, and every humane attention
fhewn to his fervant by Dr. Holman, a gentieman of regular
education, and prufﬂfﬁonal abilities; and likewile, that pro-
per attention has been given to the patient by the Apothe-
cary, Matron, and Nurfes.—— June 28th.

« To Mr. Starke.” '

On Dr. Holman’s return home from the Com-
‘mittee, he found the fubjoined note addrefled to him
from Mr. Starke:

¢ Bath, Wednefday Morning.
. % Siz, 5

« As Dr. Holman appeara not to be fatisfied with the
explanation of my note laft evening, I do not know that I
can convince him that Dir. Brown did not dare to vifit Mr,
Starke’s fervant, at the Iniirmary, as a phyfician; a term
by the bye pretty ftrong, for one gentleman to ufe to ano-
ther. The fadt is, it was owing to Dr. Brown entirely that
he was fent to the Infirmary ; he firlt propofed it to me; he
recommended it as a place where he would meet with pro-
per treatment, and a good room: he got a ticket from Mrs.
Deane for his admifiion, not knowing that for his admiflion
it was neceffary that I fhould become a fublfcriber to the
Infirmary. When I found the diforder to be the fmall-
pox, and that I could not keep John in a ledging-houfe, I

had
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had purpofed to provide fome place for him; and confe-
quently as Dr. Brown had been confulted by me, from the
recommendation of an old American friend in Yorkfhire,
he naturally would have been employed by me to attend
John, fo that in trath Dr. Brown’s conduét has been highly
difinterefted. Mr. Bradthaw alfo mentioned, and recom-
mended to me the Infirmary the firft time he faw me, after
it was known that the poor fellow had the fmall-pox: but
Dr. Brown had known it firft, and firft recommended the
fame place. 'When he was carried to the Infirmary, I was
fo very ill that it was with difficulty that I could get to the
Pump-Room, therefore had little expectation that I thould
be able to get to fee him; I therefore requefted Dr. Brown
to have the goodnefs to call from time to time, and let me
know how the poor fellow did. Dr. Brown was not re-
quelted to attend him as a phyfician, nor did he ever prefcribe
for him, or vifit him as fuch. I mentioned to you laft night
that I had had much acquaintance with the fmall-pox. I
have fome pretenfions to general knowledge, and can affure
Dr, Holman, from what I know of, and have obferved upon
that diforder, if neceffity required that my whole family,
whites and blacks, fhould be inoculated in Virginia, I
fhould not hefitate 2 moment to undertake it without me-
dical aid. It gives me much pain, that my conduét fhould
in this affair have given rife to a mifunderftanding between
you and Dr. Brown. If there be any blame in it, it all be-
longs to me, not to him: but I cannot help thinking that if
Dr. Holman is not now perfetly fatisfied, that the blame
is to be attributed to medical ctiquette, which I have found
in more inftances than one, is carried to a height in this
country beyond any thing I could have conceived. John
Ampy has for twelve years been oné of the moft diligent
and faithful fervants that ever waited upon a gentleman:—
during my long and painful illnefs, his tender and diligent
care could not be furpaffed: 1 therefore not only confider

him
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him as an humble friend, but have a great affeGtion for the
poor creature: nothing, therefore, could be more natural
than my great anxiety about him: and therefore, nothing
fo natural as for an American to overlook the eftablithed
forms of European etiquette.

¢ I-am, Sir,
“ your moft obedient fervant,
“ BURWELL STARKE.

« P.S. The notes which have paﬂ'e& between you and
Dr. Brown, which the latter has fent me this morning, have
made, for my fake and every bodies, this explanation ne-
ceffary.”

During the courfe of the fame day, after the re-
folutions of the Committee had been carried into

effe@t, Dr. Holman alfo received the two following
notes:
. « Wednefday, One o’Clock.
© Mr. STARKE prefents his compliments to Dr. Holman,
and in anfwer to his note this moment received, in addition
to what he wrote to Dr, Holman, he can aflfure him that no
mifreprefentation has been made to him in regard to Dr.
Helman, or the Infirmary, by any human being: that Mr.
Starke’s extreme anxiety for his fervant, as well as his own
experience in the diforder, were the fole motives which in-
duced Mr. Starke to write the note to Mr, White, as he
confidered the cafe of the poor fellow to be defperate. Mr,
Starke, however, cannot refrain oblerving upon what has
paffed, that it would have been but doing juftice to Dr.
Brown, that enquiry had been made of Mr. Starke, if the
Doc¢tor had altually, or not, vifited the fervant as a phyfician,
before his conduct was cenfured.  Of that point, I truft,
Mr, Starke’s note of this morning has fully fatisfied Dr.
Holman.

P ———.

e e iy, bl B e i e D e b e

i




s C

Holman, Mr. Starke concludes, by adding, from every
thing he has feen, and every enquiry he has made, he is
full}r fatisfied every care and attention has been given to the
- poor fervant; and he is therefore extremely forry that Dr.
Holman fhould have been at the trouble of laying the mat-
ter before any Committee. If Dr, Holman would have had
the goodnefs to have called on Mr. Starke, he rcadily could
have fatisfied him, that if there be any blame in this bufine(s
it is attributable only to Mr, §,”

“ SIR, Bath, Wednefday Afternoon.

“ T sap hoped that the very unpleafant bufinefs which
my extreme anxiety about my fervanthad occafioned would.
have now been at an end: but I find, from the precipitate,
and I have no hefitation in faying unjuft cenfure, (for all
cenfures or condemnations paflfed upon a party unheard
muft deferve both epithets) pafled upon Dr. Brown by the
Committee, which the Doftor has fent me, that I am mif-
taken. I had not fuppofed it neceflary to write to the Com-
mittee, deeming it {ufficient to write to you in confequence
of the polite card I received from them yefterday: indeed,
my ftate of health is fo low, that it is fatiguing to write at
all : will you therefore be fo good as to fend me by my fer-
vant the two notes I did myfelf the honour of writing to
you to-day, in order that I may enclofe them to the Com-
mittee, as it will fave me the trouble of repeating what I
have already written. With refpect to Dr. Brown’s making
any apology or acknowledgment, 1 hope he will not, becaufe
I think he ought not, for no acknowledgment can be due
when no offence has been committed.

L am, Sii",
“ your moft obedient fervant,
“ BURWELL STARKE,”

“ Dr. Holman.”



[ 44 ]
As Dr. Holman had now fubmitted the whole

confideration of the bufinefs to the Committee, he
wrote the following anfwer to Mr. Starke’s letters:

«“ Dr. HoLmaN’s compliments to Mr. Starke. As the
circumftances alluded to in their late correfpondence are in
the hands of the committee, he muft beg leave to decline
any further communication with Mr. Starke on the fubjeét.
Dr. Holman is extremely forry to add, that the poor unfor-
tunate patient died this morning at half paft ten, an event
which Dr. Holman had but too much reafon to expeét from
the very time of his admiffion into the Infirmary.”

¢ June 2gth.”

Dr. Holman having thus declined any further cor-
refpondence with Mr. Starke, the Chairman of the
Committee received the following note from that
gentleman:

g Bafh, 2gth June, 1797.”

“ S iI‘,

“ ] iNTENDED to have done myfelf the pleafure of wait-
ing upon you this morning, in confequence of the very dif-
agreeakle, and to me painful bufinefs, which I very innocently
have occafioned: but my health being worfe to-day than it
has been for fome days paft, and the morning very unpro-
mifing, I am obliged to decline it. |

¢ Since the receipt of the card from the Committee, I
have written two notes to Dr. Holman, ftating very fully
to him the caufes that induced me to write the note to Mr.
White; and which ought to fatisfy him that Dr. Brown is
entirely free from blame in this affair: I did not write to
the Committee, becaufe, as it had rifen, I did not fuppofe it

would
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would meet again, and knew not of its refolve refpeting
Dr. Brown till late yefterday afternoon: and I thought it
fufficient to write to Dr. Holman, as he was the perfon who
fuppofed himfelf ill treated.

4 I can affure the Committee, that no mifreprefentation
refpecting the Infirmary has ever been made me by Dr.
Brown or any human being: I can equally affure them,
that from what 1 laft faw when there, and every enquiry I
have been able to make, I am fatisfied that all due care and
attention has been given the poor fervant: fo much fo, that
I did not hire a feparate nurfe for him, from which I defifted,
when upon enquiry I had reafon to believe it unneceffary.—
So far from Dr. Brown mifreprefenting the Infirmary, or
its management in any refpect, he was the firft perfon who
propofed to me my getting my fervant admitted there, or in
one of the Hofpitals, as the propereft place he could be in:
he was at the pains of procuring, from Mrs, Dean, a tickeg
of admiffion for me; neither of us then knowing that for
his admiffion it was neceffary that I thould become a fub-
fcriber. I prapofed to have fent the fervant to fome private
place, when I difcovered that the diforder was the finall- pox,
and that he could not be permitted to remain under the
fame roof with me: in which cafe I thould naturally have
requefted Dr. Brown to attend him: yet the Doctor men-
tioned to me the Infirmary and Holpitals, as a ftill better
mode. Beyond meafure anxious for the life of a fervant
who had been about me for twelve years, and whofe merit
was fuch, though a black, as that I confidered him as an
humble friend, and whofe extraordinary good condu, dur-
ing my long and painful illnefs, had endeared him to me;
I requefted Dr. Brown to call upon him from time to time
as my friend, to give me an account of him; for at the time
he was fent to the hofpital, I was fo low, that I did not ex-
pe to be able to get to fee him at all.  Dr. Brown called

| but
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but twice, and never as a phyfician; he never prefcribed for
him, or to him, or to me, nor pretended to it.

“ The laft time I faw the fervant, was the day I wrote
the unfortunate note to Mr. White, which has given fo
much offence, and occafioned fo much trouble. (So much
for medical etiquette!) The moment I faw him, I obferved
the great change for the worfe that had taken place fince the
day before, and I confidered his cafe as defperate; the mo-
ment I got home, therefore, I wrote hatlily the note to Mr.
White.  Over-folicitous about the fate of my poor fervant,
whofe attachment to me had induced him to crofs the At-
lantic, though he had every reafon to believe that he had
never had the finall-pox. Inow perceive, too late, that 1 have
not paid fufficient attention to rule. The faét is, I know
much of the fmall-pox from-experience: I have lived much
among(t it, have feen it in all ftages, and am acquainted
with all our American modes of treating it: indeed I had
it fince I was a man very bad, and was from peculiar cir-
cumftances obliged to be my own phyfician, which I have
been all my life in all cafes, till I was attacked with the dif-
order which is now carrying me to the grave. Y ou will now
judge, Sir, if the Committee has not paffed a precipitate
cenfure upon Dr. Brown, and if they ought not firft to have
heard what he had to fay, or to have enquired of me whe-
ther or not Dr. Brown had officioufly interfered in this bu-
finefsy and had called to fee the fervant in the character of

a phyfician?
« I am, Sir, very refpe&fully,
“ your moft obedient fervant,
“ BURWELL STARKE.”

¢ The Rev. Mr. Dobfon,
% Chairman of the Committee of the Bath Infizmary,™

The
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The Chairman of the Committee is not athamed
to confefs himfelf guilty of an apparent incivility, by
not acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Starke’s letter;
which was occafioned by the fervant’s not waicing for
an anfwer, and Mr. Starke’s omitting to mention
where he lodged; this he trufts will be confidered by
Mr. Starke as a fuflicient apology for his inattention;
efpecially as the contents of his letter could not be
anfwered, until it had been laid before the Committee.
Mr. Starke is pleafed jocofely to ftyle the Chairman
the Hierophant, alluding, perhaps, to his profeflion,
of which he is not athamed; but is determined that no
profane* intruder fhall, with his confent, interfere in
the management of this ufeful and well-conduéted
inftitution,: as long as he continues a member of the
Committee :

Procul 6, procul efte profani!

The Committee having waited {everal days, in or-
der to give Dr. Browne an opportunity of making the
required apology, and he not having complied with
the fame, they unanimoufly concurred in the neceflity
of inferting in the Bath Chronicle their late adver-
tifement. e

‘ « Bath City Infirmary and Difpenfary.
¢ At a Special Meeting of the Committee, held on Wed-
nefday the 28th of June 1797, It having appeared that Dr.

e — ———— —_—
® Vide Mr. Starke’s Advertifernent in the Bath Journal, July roth,
Browne
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Browne had twice officioufly and clandeftinely intruded
himfelf into the Infirmary, to vifit a patient as a medical
man, in oppofition to the eftablithed rules of this and every
fimilar inftitution, and not having made the required apo-
logy for the fame, the Committee feel themfelves obliged
thus publickly to exprefs their entire difapprobation of fuch
conduct, and have in confequence come to a refolution of
forbidding Dr. Browne from vifiting in future any patients
in the Infirmary, on any pretence whatfoever.

¢« By order of the Committee,
“ July 3d, 1797. J. DOBSON, Chairman.”

After this plain ftatement of the bufinefs, relating
to the vifits which Dr. Browne made to a patient of
Dr. Holman’s, at the Bath City Infirmary, it muft
appear, to every unprejudiced perfon, thatDr, Browne
had no authority for what he did, and that his inter-
ference, whether as a phyfician or as a friend, was,
when without leave, contrary to the rules of all
regular eftablifhments of the fort, and could not
but excite the indignation of every one who felt con-
cerned in promoting the good of the inftitution.

- As the affair could have been fettled, and as time
was given for Dr. Browne to acknowledge the error
under which the Committee were perfuaded he lay,
they feel themfelves peculiarly chagrined at fuch want
of decorum ina medical man; and are refolved thus
publicly to exprefs their difapprobation of fuch unwar-
rantable condudt. Aggravated as the affair has been

by
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by fubfequent explanations, they have been careful
to exhibit, as far as they have been able, a fair and
confiftent account of every circumftance which has
been agitated.

After this {tatement, it muft be admitted, that Dr.
Browne called at the Infirmary, and that he inquired
“refpe@ing the fymptoms of the patient’s cafe, and the
medicines which were ufed to remove them; it muft
alfo be apparent, that this could not be done without
ftrong prefumptiﬂn that Dr. Browne a&ed in a me-
dical capacity.

Allowing only thefe faéts, which are acknowledg:d
by Dr. Browne, and which the Committee have
pledged themfelves to prove; the offence cannot be
queftioned by any one who will attend, not only to
the rules of this Infirmary, but of any inftitution,
whether medical or not.

If a perfon places himfelf in any peculiar fituation
‘in life, and acknowledges that he expetts to derive
advantage from it, we contend that it is that per-
fon’s duty to fubmit to the rules which have been
eftablithed for its welfare; or, on breaking through
them, to forfeit the benefits which that fituation might
otherwife beftow upon him.

As inftitutions for the cure of the fick are pecu-
liarly under very ftri@ rules, this obfervation in a
particular manner applies to them. Were people

adm:ttcd pcrpntu,a.lly into the wards of an hofpital
c ' without
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without reftraint, the patients muft, in a great num-
ber of inftances, become victims inftead of being
benefited by the inftitution. It is not neceffary, in
this {tatement, to enter into any arguments in fup-
port of medical eftablifbments, as the prefent bufinefs
requires not prolixity to affert the propriety of the
part which the Committee have taken in it

Ir appears, from the evidence of the nurfe, that Dr.
Browne had called at the Infirmary prier to Mr,
Starke’s {fending his firft note to Mr. White. We do
not, however, pofitively infer from hence that the
medical treatment recommended in that note was fug-
gefted by Dr. Browne to Mr: Starke: we hope it was
not; as otherwife, the infinuations and reports cifeu-
lated fo induftrioufly, both here and in Londen, ae-
cording to Dr. Browne’s letter in the Journal, might
not have been fo unjuft or ill-founded as he there
fuppofes. Itis not upon this coincidence; ner on the
circumftance of Dr. Browne’s fervant having fo often
called to fee the poor patient as his friend, that we
depend for fuppofing that Dr. Browne interfered ina
medical capacity; but on the fad of his having fele
the patient’s pulfe, inquired into the fymptoms, -and:
particularly whether the remedies mentionéd n Mr:
Starke’s letter were employed; and, when atténding
Mr. Starke as a medical man, he owns that he camé
to the Infirmary at his particular requeft.

Dr. Browne flates, that he formerly called at the
Infirmary to vifit General Peche’s fervant: this he
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brings forward as a cafe fimilar to the one in quéflion.
It is neceffary that the public thould know, that he
did not then call in a medical eapacity, or to vific
him in any refpe&® as a patient, but he came in an
open manner to the Apothecary, at the requeft of the
General, who was then in London, to give fome in-
{trutions to the fervant, and to know when he would
be capable of undertaking the journey to his mafter,
Dr.Browne’s condud, in this inftance, was not there-
fore incorre&, nor in any way fimilar to the prefent,

After Dr. Browne’s having owned that, at his firflt
vifit to the Infirmary to fee Mr. Starke’s fervant, he
inquired whether any phyfician was in the houfe; he
certainly muft have known that his fecond vifit, without
fuch inquiry, was made in a clandeftine manner. Moft
cordially would every man {ympathize with Dr.
Browne in feeling as he does, if the canfe which he
adopts were juftifiable, or the part which he has a&ted
defenfible.  Contempt for injuries committed againft
a perfon, and difregard for unjuft treatment, when
confcious of no offence, are qualities belonging to a
{fuperior mind: but the afluming contempt, from ig-
norance or inability to judge of adtions committed,
cannot be held in too great deteftation. Specious as
the reprefentation of Dr. Browne may feem to be, yet
we flill believe, we have proved that neither the caufe
ef humanity has been fupported, nor the feelings of
the Committee diftreffed; by the partial, and we may

. fay
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fay ill-condu&ted defence of Dr. Browne and Mr.
Starke in the Bath Journal, .

If the Committee did not think thart their filence
would be conftrued into a tacit acknowledgement of
their with to give up the caufe of thofe medical gen-
tlemen, who honour them with their attention, they
would think it unneceflary, in this publication, to
fupport a caufe which at firft view they were con-
vinced was a good one; but as the concerns of me-
dicine are as conneéed with thofe who judge by in-
clination, as thofe who judge by reafon, they are
determined thus to defend the right caufe to its ut-
moft extent.

The words regularly-bred, have been ufed both
by the Committee and by Dr. Holman, and they have
applied thofe words as being incompatible with the
condu& of Dr. Browne; they ftill affert, that if Dr.
Browne had attended to the inftitutions of thofe hof-
pitals, which in the courfe of his education he muft
be fuppofed to have vifited, he muft have known that
fuch condué& was inadmiffible.

Mr. Starke has taken up this bufinefs not only
againft the phyfician, under whom he had placed his
faithful fervant, but, by a general levelling obferva-
tion refpe&ing the mode of obtaining diplomas, againft
all the molt celebrated feminaries for education of
every kind. Does Mr. Starke mean to imply that it

is precifely the fame thing whether 2 man be educated
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